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CRADLE OF THE RACE. |

ARMENIA THE OLDEST LAND IN
THE WORLD.

A Country of Great Natural Re-
sources, but Devastated by the
Worthless Turk—May Yet Be Deliv-
ered from the Bultan's Rule.

Native Home of Man,

The bloody massacres perpetrated by
Rhe Turks and Kurds in the heart of
Armenia served to call publie atten-
tion to one of the oldest and most re-
markable countries on the globe, a
country once rich and populous and
powerful, but, lilke every other land
gthat has suffered the curse of Turkish
rule, now desolate. There was a time
svhen the Armenlans numbered at
least 25,000,000 population, but now
it is estimated that not more than
6,000,000 remain in thelr native and
well-beloved land, while 3,000,000 or
4,000,000 more are wanderers to and
fro over the earth, sober, Industrious,
economical citizens of many lands and
well-to-do in every country but their
own. They would do well there also
were it not for the Turks, The Otto-
man Empire has proved itself in mod-
ern times, as the Persian in ancient, a
national curse, a sore, an ulcer among
nations; It has been sald of the Persian
Btate that of all the nations over which
it galned control not one ever ralsed
its head again, and the statement is al-
most literaliy trne FPar more fortunate
have been the States that have suffer-
ed the blight of Turkish rule. One by
one they have risen in rebelllon and
have shaken off the Ottoman yoke.

legiance to elther or neither govern-
ment. According to the best authorl-
ties, the land of Armenla proper con-

from the Casplan to the confines of
China, they are all alike in ope respect
—that all are treacherous and blood-
thirsty, and all are Inspired by a bitter
hate of anything Clristian. The name
SeeniR to rouse mmong these savage peo-
ples all the Innate ferocity of untamed
human nature,
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tains about 150,000 square miles, belng
thus a Httle more than twice the slze
of Missourl, and for the most part con-
sists of a high tableland from 5,000 to
S 000 feet above the level of the sea.
Although within the tropics it 1s by no
means a tropleal country, bhaving, on
the contrary, a climate rather severe
than wmild, for during at least threc
months In the year, deep snows cover
the wide plains that stretch from the
Lead waters of the Euphrates to the

TIIE BASHI-BAZOOK.

Years of revolution and bloody war
were sometimes required to gecure the
coveted freedom, and the march to
liberty has bheen over thousands of
bloody corpgesof wen, women and even
of children, but by perseverance the
cause wag always won, Greece, Ser-
via, Ronmania, Bulgaria, HRoumelln,

Georgia, Cireassia, the story of each s |

the sume—a bMoody rebelllon, o long
war, assistance from forelgn powers,
and then freedom. The unhappy land
Armenia I8 now golng through the
preliminary stages of the process of

of

A GATE OF ERZEROUM,

acquiring independence, amd wieoe 18
no reason to doubt that in time, and,
perhaps, in no very long time, the Ar-
menians will be ns free as the Greeks
or Bulgarians are to-day.

It Is a singular land, that in which
the fizht for liberty is now belng
waged under such fearful odds, It s
a lanud so old in history that the earllest
legenws of the human race point to
it as the first home of mankind, aud
80 far do the sober facts of history
confirm the wild fancles of legend
that historian, scientist and myth-
gatherer all unite In the belief that
somewhere In the reglon now general-
ly designated as Armenia, the human
race first began that process of migra-
tion nand development that bas led to
the peopling of every corner of the
earth. The Garden of Paradise was
In Armenin., Adam was an Armenlan:
mo wns Noah, for his ark resteid on
Ararat, where, according topopular tra-
ditlon, it remains to this day, having
been seen, or at least reported to be
seen, by two or three different travel-
era, From Armenia began the disper-
glon of the nations, and all the legends
o1 the early days point the finger back
toward that singular land at the head
waters of the Euphrates and Tigris as
the home of every nation that presery-
ed a memory of Its own orlgin.

The limits of Armenia proper are by
no means accurately determined, for at
different times the country has been
under many different governnents, and
even at present, It 18 divided between
Turkey, Russia and Persia, and the
boundary lines form a never-ceasing
sgource of dispute between these three
powers. The truth s that Armenla
really has no boundaries worth the

Casplao Ses, and on the Ararat range
the snow has never been known to
izelt, In spite of Its altitude, however,
the country has agricultural advant-
nges of no mean order. The tablelands
are not of uniform height, and on thelr
various terraces the products of any
country on the globe may be ralsed,
from the dates of Arabla to the oats
and barley of Norway. The country Is
otherwise wealthy besides, for there
are mines of gold, silver and several
other metals, while coal Is abundant
In many locallties, and petroleum is
found In a score of different places,

Under even n passable form of govern

ment Armenin would be a singularly
prosperous country, but the curse of
Turkish misrule has blighted every
hope of the Inhabltants,

Industry Is checked,” for no one
kpows the amount of taxes that will be
required of him; nor, Indeed,can he be
certain that after the products of his
fi 11 have been garnered they will not

nll be eaten or carried off by bands of
frregnlar Turklsh troops, who will con
slder themselves singularly forebear-
ing if they do not nlso take his life. In-
stances have heen known of farmers
who ralsed a hundred bushels of grain
and saw eighty-five bushels carried off
under the name of taxes, to feed a
rapacious soldlery. Under such elr-
cumstances, the people have no inecen-
tive to Industry, and so Armenia, ke
every other T'nrkish provinee, Is gradu-
ally wasting away; the Industrious and
economical portion of the population
are leaving as fast as they can, and this
remarkable reglon will soon be deso-
Inte.

The inhabitants are not all Armeni-
nns; in fact, the Armenians now form
only a small fractlon of the population

A BIRD'S-EYE VIEW OF KARS.

To do them Justice, however, the
Christians, so called, of Armenia, are
not much better than theilr Turklsh
and Kurdish neighbors. They have
been hardened and brutalized by ages
of eppression and suffering; they re-
gard the Turks as thelr natural ene-
mies, and are just as ready to tight the
Ottomans as the latter are to flight
them, Unfortunately for the Chris-
tinns, however, they are hopelessly In
the minority, and so from time to time
the world is shocked with these narra-
tives of Turkish atrocity. In cold fact,
there is very little cholee between
Chrigtian and Moslem In that part of
the world, and the swarms of wander-
ing bandits sometimes conslst of boeth
Christians and Moslems, who rob both
partles with strletest lLinpartiality.

The cities of Armenia are not very

fiithy enough to breed a pestilence,
and everywhere savage dogs go to and,
fro In troops, and fight with each other
for the offal that Is cast out gf the doors
and windows of every house inte the
street,

DBut there Is hope for Armenla. A
brave people like the natives of this s
toric land can not always be kept In
subjection to a degenerate race of
thieves and murderers like the Turks.
The Incompetence of the latter to gov-
ern anything has been so pluinly shown
for a century and a half that the world
hias ceased to expect anything from the
Ottoman power. But for the half-
crazy fear that the English display
whenever anybody raises the ery of
Russion wolf, Armenia would long ago
have been dellvered from the rule of
the Turk. Twice in the present cen-
tury has Russia been ready to occupy
the whole province, and twlee has the
dellverance of Armenla been postponed
by the trickery of British polities and
diplomacy. It 1s true that in being
placed In Russlan territory the Ar-
menlans would merely exchange one
master for another, but experlence has
shown that while the Czar Is a hard
master, he I8 more tolerant than the
Sultan.

THE WRITING WOMAN.

A Delightful Comparative Study with
the Writing Man.

When a man writes he wants pomp
and circumstance and eternal space
from which to draw. If he wrltes at
home he needs a study or a library,
and he wants the key lost and the key-
hole pasted over so that nobody can
disturb him. His finished products
are of much Importance to him, and,
for a time, he wonders why the planets
have not changed their orbits or the

cause he has written something by a
cast-iron method.

A woman pleks up some seraps of a
copy book or the back of n pattern,
sharpens her pencil with the scissors
or gnaws the end sharper. She takes
an old geography, tucks her foot under

numerous nor very populous, nelther
are they very prosparous. The Dbest
among them are liars, that has stood
more than one historie siege from both
Russians and Turks; Erivan, a for-
tress from Moman days, and the capl-
tal of one provinee; Erzeroum, which
once boasted a population of 130,000,
but now has hardly maore than 40,000,
If 8o many, the reason of the decline
being the same as that for the depres-
slon In every other part of the coun-
try. Erzeroum, the seat of the Turk
ish I"'asha who misgoverns the country,
ts well fortitied after an Oriental fash-
fon, having great massive walls that
have been neglected until they are
ready to fall down of thelr own ac-
cord, blg wooden gates covered with
plates of iron, closed every night at an
hour after su.down, when belated
travelers are supposed to be com-
pelled to remain outside, which, in fact,
however, they rarely do, but simply
walk along the wail until they find a
place where It has fallen down enough
to enable them to climmb over, and then
enter and go about thelr business, Lr
zeroum was once a city of grand pro- |
portions and great eommercial con- |
sequence, but its glory has departed. |
Sltunted as it Is on the high road be-
tween Teheran and Mecea, the annual
caravans of pligrims from Persia,
Afghanistan and India all pass through
it, but in greatly diminished numbers
from those of former years. The In-
dinn pllgrims now go by steamer
through the Ked Sea, so do not a few
from Beluchistan and Persia, and only
n few from the iuterlor new pass

————

her, sucks her pencil periodically, and
produces literature,

She enn write with Genevieve pound-
ing out her exercises on the pilano, with
Mary buzzing over her history lesson
for to-mewrow, Temmy teasing
baby, and the baby pulling the ecat’s
tail
directions and supplies, but the course
of true love runs on, the lovers woo and
win, and the villains kill and die, among
the most commonplace surroundings.

A man's best eflorts, falling short of
genlus, are apt to be stilted, but the

woman who writes will often, with the |
stump of a penell and amid the distrac-

tions above mentioned, produce a ten-
der bitof a poem, a dramatic situation,
or a page of description that, though

i erities rave, lves on, travels thirough
| the exchanges, and finds a place In the
| serapbooks of the men and women who

know a good thing when they see It
whether there is a well-known natme
signed to It or not.—Boston Advertiser,

Musico and Science.

Sir Charles Lyell, that devout man of
sclence, used to say that he liked musie,
for it allowed him to go on thinking his
own woughta, So It evidently did, for
I"rances Power Cobbe writes of him
that, at a great musical party, he sat
beside her and couversed thus in every
interval in the music of Mendelssohn
nnd Handel:

“Agassiz has made a discovery, |1
can't sleep for thinking of it. He finds
traces of the glaciers in tropleal Ameoer-
fea””

Here intervened a sacred song, but at
the mement it was ended he began, as
if he had not ence taken his miud from
the clasgs of subjects he loved most:

“Well, ag I was saying, you know

earth's orbit was at one of lts maxl-
mum perlods, and we were 11,000,000

A KURD BOLDIER.

through the once fuunous city that still
presldes over the destinles of the old-
est land In the world, Like all other
Oriental, and particularvly Turkizh,
towns, Erzeroum presents from a dis-
tance an lmposing appearance that Is
by no means confirined on a nearer ap-
proach, From a few miles distance,
nothing can be prettier than a Turkish
town. The white swalls glitter through
the dark green follage of the eypress
trees that abound in the surrounding
cemeteries, while the minarels and
domes rise above the houses like points

in the country they once called thelr
own. Turks, Kurds, Persians, Tartars,
savage tribes akin to the races of hardy
mountainers that people the reglon

e ——

of vivid light. A nearer approach dis-
pels the fllusion. The marble walls are

miles farther from the sun In winter,
and the cold of those winters must

THE ISLAND OF CORFU.

Where It Was Hoped the Czar Might
Regaln His Health.

During the last sickness of the Czar
one of the places where it was hoped he
might recover his health was the Isl-
and of Corfu, ene of the lonian group,
belonging to Greece. A magnlficent
palace was there offered to him by his
brotherin-law, King George, The
COzar, however, who knew that the end
was near, declined the offer, preferring
to die in his own land,

Corfu is the most northerly of the
lonian Islands and has an area of 227

____THE ROYAL PALACE, CORFU.
| square miles.
healthful and the valloys are very fer-
tile,

sunshine acquired a new brilliancy be- |

the .

The demestic comes and goes for |

fu was a leading maritime power and
disputed supremacy with the Corluth-
fans, by whom It was orlginally ecelon-
fzed, In 220 B. O, the island fell into
the hands of the Romans and after-
ward belonged successively to the East-
ern Emplre, the Normans, Venetians,
French and English, In 1864 It wnas
ceded to Greece nnd has since been a
nomarchy of that kKingdom.

There are numerous palpces on the
| Island, several belonging to the King
of Ureece and one to the Empress of

TilE PALACE OF THE
AUSTRIA AT CORKFU.

"ACHILLEION™
EMPRESS OF
Ausirin. The ecapital of the isiand 1s
beautifully =situated on a promontory,
and has a population of 200000, 1t Is
the seat of a Catholle and a Latin bish-
op. O this elty a naval battle
fought 6o6 B, ', aud this Is =said to he
the first naval engagement on record.

A POISON SIGNAL.

A Little Bell Fastened to the Bottle's
Stopper.

A novel and simple device for the |

prevention of accidental poisoning is
shown herewlith, and it appears to very
effectively answer the purpose  for
which It is intended,

as will be seen by the ac-
tilastration, of a bell so

1t consists,
companying

fastened to . capped cork that, it s |

claimed, the bottle eannot be taken up,
much less the oork removed, withont

producing a tinkle, just lond enough to |

warn the nurse, but not loud enough to
disturb the patient Obviously such a
slgnal would be as effecinal in the dark
as in the daylight
to the bell with whieh it is tied to the
neck of the bottle

Those who know how many lives are

lost vearly through aceldental poison. |

| 230,000 years ago the eccentricity of the |

have been intense, because heat varles, |
not according to direct ratio, but the |

"

siquares of the distances,
“Well,” snld Miss Cobbe, “then the
suinmers were a8 much hotter?”

Here came A sacred song, and with !

“No, the summers weren't, They
conldn’t have conquered the ecold.”

“Then you think the astronomieal
220,000 years corresponded with o
glacial perlod? 1s that the enough for
all the strata since "

(Another selection from Handel.)

“1 don't know, Perhaps we must go
| back stlll farther.”

And so the strange medley of astron-
omy and music continued. It was easy
to see which was Sir Charles' darling!

Youth's Companion,

Old Pledges.

At the Paris Mont de Plete, the official
pawnbreking establishment, a wed.
ding ring pawned In 1857 has just been
redeemed. Only 17 franes was lent up-
on it originally, but the ticket was re-
newed thirty-six times, and the ownoer
pald fifty francs in Interest. Tickets
are still renewed every year for a palr
of cotton curtains pledged for 4 francs
twenty-two years ago, and for an um-
brelln panwned In 1540,

Perpetual Celibacy.

It is believed that Jephtha's daugh-
ter wius condemned, by her father's
rash vow, to perpetual celibacy. be-
ecause all the Jewish maldens hoped to
be the honored mother of the Messiah,

BoLkeERr (meditatively)—My experi-
ence has taught we one curlousthing,
Rlobbe—Has eh? What is it? Bol-
ker—That the closer a man is tha
harder it Is to touch him.—Buffalo
Courler.

AsouT the most miserable man in
the world Is the one who Is expected
to laugh at a Joke he bas heard be-
fore.—Texas Siftings

of whitewash, the minarets and domes
are gaudy aud fiimsy, the streets ml

Nerrngr side honors a partisan
Judge.

{ Its last note Sir Charles began agaln: |

_ TRE POISON SIGNAL, >
Ing will appreciate the value of this
| snfeguard It has been submitted,
are informed, to most of the coroners

in the country, and most of them, be- |

sldes expressing the fullest approval
of it to the patentee, have publicly
recommended its use

Badly Fitting Stockings.
Seamless stockings are announced as
a novelty in hosiery. The necessity
that stockings should fit the foot com-
fortably, yet snugly, Is not always ap-
preciated as it should be. It Is as harm-
| Tul to wear a stocking too short as a
sghoe, On the other hand, a too loose
| stocking, which folds over, makes a
| paloful footgear, and, It is asserted
| by some chiropodists, is one of the most
fruitful causes of calloused spots.
| Mothers, too, often ignore the fact that
stockings of diferent makes vary
greatly In size, even in the snme num-
bers. This applies to the lustep meas-
urements as well as to the length of
the foot. It Is a good plan to carry an
old stocking when buying a fresh sup-
| ply for the children. A little compari-
gon will save the youungsters much
discomfort and sometimes a lasting
defect,

The Olive Tree.
The olive tree is supposed to have
| been originally a native of Greece, but
it Is now naturalized ln the south of
France, Italy, and Spaln, where It has
| been extensively cultivated from time
immemorial for the oil expressed from
the fruit. The tree attalus an almost
Incredible age. Near Fernl, in the Vale
of Marmora, Is a plantation about two
miles in extent of very old trees, sup-
posed to be the same trees mentioned
by I'liny as growlng there la the first
century of the Christian &

The climate Is dry and |

Many centuries before Christ Cor- |

was |

A cord 1s attached |

we |

THE SUNDAY SCHOOL.

THOUGHTS WORTHY OF CALM
REFLECTION.

A Fleasant, M-m Instructive
Lesson, and Where It May Be Found-
A Learned and Cooclse Review of tha

Hame.

Lesson for Dec. 10,

Golden Text—"As ye go, preach, say-
ing, The kingdom of heaven is at hand."—
Matt, 10: T
| A fow Sundays since we were studying
| & lesson in which were found strange in-

junctions ns to offering the other check to
| the smiter, the other coat to the despoller.
|Wo understood it better when we con-
ceived rightly of the errand on which men
were belng #ent. It was campaign work
in the interest of the kingdom. These
men were to suffer anything rather than
to relinguish their soul-seeking aim or fail
of their high endeavor fer Christ. Bo
here we are given strange instructions for
Christian workers; no money, no letters
of introduetion, no provision for the jour-
ney. It is to be explained by the cond!-
tions of the sortie,. We are given, as jt
were, war tactics and special rules and
regulations for the skirmish line. Here,
in a right sense, “the end justifies the
menns,” Tu this legson, which is found in
Matt, 10: 5—16, the twelve are sent forth,
| “TPhese twelyve Jesus sent forth.” From
| the Greek for sent forth comes our word
! apostle, Here the disciple hecomes apos-
| tle, In the lost verse of the chapter pre-
| peding there is a different word for send
| forth in the original; namely, ekballo, to

hurl forth: These men went forth with
| the force nnd |nl'l-l'iﬁillll uf shot thrown
| from a cannon, e “commanded them,"

The word is used in the sense of instrue-

tion, direction. He advised them as to

the best and wisest methods of procedure,

It is the same word usged nt Mark B: 6,

where Christ “commanded the people to

sit down on the ground” in order that
 they might be fed. There was nothing
arhitrary about it.

“Los<t sheen.” No matter how far they
wander they are still sheep. Let us keep
this in mind in the days of dissipation and
dispersion that are still upon Israel. “As

| ye  go, preach”  Literally, *“Guoing,
| preach.’” Their very going was a strong
| preachment, Moody suggests that a man,
wilking cight bloeks with a Bible under
his arm, preaches o sermon a mile long.

“Frecly ye have received; freely give™

Or, as it is sententiously rendered, “As

i gift ye have received, as a gifi impart.”
| They were to be like u fountain giving
forth what was given them. Manifesily
our gift measures our giving, If we have
vot the gift of healing we cannot give it
forth. Dut God gives his stewards gilts
in their season.  Let us give according to
the grace that is ours,

“I*rovide neither gold,” ete, This is an
age great for providing. We will not go
unless the provision is large and snflicient.
In general this is wise, and, on Christian
| grounds, commmendable. But not if it in-
torfere with express and legitimate work.
The first guery should be, What are the
marching orders? Then proceed to make
the equipment and farnishing as nearly
adequnte na possible, Bpeak pence every-
where, whether men mecept or reject,
Rpeak peaceably and live peaceably, at all
oidds, for his sake. Look up.

Hints ana Illnstrations.

This sending forth of the twelve was of
n specinl character, and was preliminary
to the great world commission that came
after the resurrection. 'This conception
| of it should largely modify our interpre-
tation of its details. It i= not the morn of
ull Christian endeavor, though it Is for
certain species of endeavor, €. g., the prep-
caration of a community for revival effort,
nnd doubtless its thought and spirit
shonld enter into all the labor we perform
in his pame,

No scrip, no cont, No special ereden-
tinls or furnishings; no particular regalia,
How simple the equipment of Christ's
| messengers! It is the same in every age.

0 just as you are, clothed only with wis-

dom and simplicity. They were recalled

the other day, in connection with the
noon-day prayer-mecting of one of our
great eities, the stirring revival days of

1508, which guve genesis to these busi-
| ness men's gatherings. And how naked-

ly they started out! There was no spec-

il equipment, Just a company of earn-
Lest men who believe in God, The ele-

nents of their power abide through all

changes the same; the word believed and
the Spirit implored. These disciples weut
forth to ring the bell for the kingdom.

The apostles are joust starting out for
| their world-wide proclapmation of the gos-
pel, but as they do so they are looking
back, over their shoulders, to get one lnst
glimpse of the cross, fixing itd outlines
more indelibly on their memories.
we preaching, still, Keep the eross in
mind, *“As ye go, preach.” Preach “on
the go,” preach “on the wing.” There is
the nccent of dispatch here. Things are
to be done with expedition and prompt
ress; “the King's business requireth
haute,” There is no dallying or delay.
A moment the messenger appears and the
message is heard, the next moment he
| is gone to earry the tidings elsewhere.
“Tat us go into the next town that [ moy
preach there also.” There is a place and
time for the minister and embassador.
There is also a work for the swift, flying
herald, The gospel is leaven, working: it
in also an arrow, flying. Let the element
of swilftness enter.

Next Jesson—*The Prince of Pence.”
A Christmas Loesson, 7
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Isa. O: 2-7.

In Your G rnml_f;lh:r'u_;lny.

THnEE-FOURTHS of the books in ev-
ery library came f om beyoad the At
Inntio

THE number of toasts drunk at a ban-
quet equaled the number of Sta es
the Union,

THeE United States contained fewer
people than now live in New York and
its suburbs,

(UININE was unknown; when a man
had ague fits he tiok Peruvian bark
and whisky.

TWENTY days were roulred fur a
letter to go from New York to Charles-
ton by land.

IN most familie: no cooking was
done on Sunday: a cold Sunday dinner
was the rule,

ALL the population of & village as-
eomb'ed at the fun on “post day” to
hear the newa,

T.ag only recognized method of im-
patting information wag by the liberal
use of the ro L

BEEP" and pork, salt fish, potatcos
aud bominy were the staplo diet all
the year round,

THE womens dre ses were pufed
with hoops and stood out two or three

f et on each Eide




