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LAW NOATD TO LABOR

RICH SAYS ( \PITAL HAS
THE ADVANTAGE.

B0V,

Buggests the Organization of Corpor-
ations of Labor ss o Remedy for
Birikes—Docnment Covers Nearly
Every Department of the State,

Message of the Governor.
Lansing correspondence:

The feature of Thursday's legislative
gossion was the message of Gov. Rich,
The Governor appeared at 2 o'clock and
was greeted with great applanse by the
vast audience, consisting of all the Sen-
ators, Representatives, Supreme Court
Judges, State officers and citlzens from
various parts of the Btate, The mes-
gage was not long, occupying about
forty minntes in its dellvery, and was
in part as follows:

Nov. 1, 1803, after the apportionment
of the primary school fund was made, for
the first time in many years Michigan con-

fronted an empty
treasury. This was
not caused so much
by increased expen-
ditures, as it was by
the failure of the
Legislature of 1801
to levy suflicient tax-
T O of Article
NIV, of the Consti-
tution, provides that
the State shall not
contract debts  to
et deficits in rev-
enue to aggregate
more than 850,000 at any one time, This
provision of the Constitution was adopted
more than forty years ago, when $30,000
represented more than five times that
amount does to-day. It wounld seem to
me advisable to provide for so amending
the Constitution ns with proper restric-
tions to put it within the pn\\'-‘r_uf the
SBtate to borrow money in cases of neces-
sity, rather than earry so large a balance.
I desire to renew my recommendation of
two years ago that if possible some means
Be devised for the abrogation of old spe-
eial charters, so that all our railroads
may be placed upon the same basis so far
as taxation and supervision and other
Jegislation is concerned,

The nction of the Legisinture two years
ago in providing for the one-sixth mill tax
places the State University upon a proper
and substantial foundation. With the in-
jereased amount charged for tuition and a
gradual incrense of the fund as the valun-
tion of taxable property in the State in-
ereases will place this institution beyond
the need of asking further aid from the
T.egislature for venrs to come. The
Michigan Mining Sechool, when age and
all things are considered, stands at the
head of this class of Institutions, It, in
the nature of things, is a very expensive
school, I would recommend that you
take some measures, if possible, without
In any way injuring the school, to pro-
wide that those having the benefit of it
shall bear some portion of the large ex-
pense necessary to maintain it,

In the principn]l State insane asylums
there are 3,220 beds nnd 3,104 inmates,
Teaving sixty-two unoceupied beds, For
ten years pnst the average annual in-
erease in the number admitted to the
Binte asylums has been about 165, so that
there is to-day provision for less than the
average number of inmates who would
mormally be admitted to the nsylums with-
in the pnext six months, The increased ac-
comnmodations afforded by the new nsy-
Jum at Newberry might be augmented at
a minimum expenditure by enlarging the
Home for Feeble-Minded and Epileptic
at Liapeer, so the epilepties at present in
sur State asylums may be transferred to
that institution. Aside from providing
for the inerense in the number of the in-
gane there does not seem to be any neces-
pity for additional legislation in regard to
fnsane asylums,

Maointenance of Btate Prisona.

The State Prison at Jackson, State
House of Correction and Reformatory at
Tonia, and Branch Prison at Marquette,
eonstituting the prisons of the State, con-
tinue to be a heavy burden upon the tax-
abla property of the State, The total
cost of keeping the 1,506 prisoners, which
was the average number for the last two
FeArs, was SG44.008, The cost over and
above the earnings was $210,841. The
eost at Jackson, where there was an
mvernge of 810 prisovers, was 41 cents an
fnmate & day; Tonin, $1.08, and nt Mar-
quette, $1.13, At ,\I:H'qllt'lh' the execu
tive expenses are comparatively large,
the number of inmates cared for is limit-
ed, and owing to the rigorous climate nnd
distance [rom expense of
keeping prisoners there is Inrger, Thero
must hive boen so g either radieal-
Iy wrong In the managzement at Ionin or
the business was run in such a way that
a lnrge amount of money was lost. The
former warden of this institution was re
moved for Bince the change in
wrardens there has been a marked redue-
flon in the prices of nrticles bought, but
ft s not lll'lrh:lhll' that nll the reforms
siceded have yet been adopted,  The State
acconniant been ordered to conduet
an investigation, and he reports verbally
that the system of keeping accounts is
fmperfect, und that many of the practices
there should boe changed, It is hoped the
Jaw may be amended go ag to provide for
better methods and muoch less expense to
the State for keeping prisoners, This
brings up the question of contract Iabor,
Xn Jackson prison, where most of the
prisoners are on contract, the result is
such as to show that had all the men been
employed the prison would have been self-
supporting and possibly a little more, aud
#t ean hardly be said that there was any
serious interference with free labor there,
It is clearly shown that contractors of
prison labor do not usually make larger
profits than those who employ free labor,
po that the competition eannot be very
pevere. No warden, however competent

e may be, is eapable of carrying on sue

fully, in all their details, anywhers
fram ten to twenty-dive different branchey
of business, It in needless 1o eall
your attention to the fact that it s pet
|-rur"tlt‘n|010 or reformatory to keep preis
snors without labor, It is sincerely hoped

JOHM T. R1CIH.
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no action will be taken to deprive the | . .
| the creation of artiicinl persons 0 neces-

son management of the right to con
traet the Iabor of the prisoners
Bee, 11 of Art, 5 of the Constitution of
Michigan, relative (o the duties of the
Governor, provides he may grouot
vos, commutations, and pardons aftor
eonvietion for all offenses, excopt trenson

R U

and cases of impenchment, upon such |

eonditions and with such restrictions and
Emitations as he may think proper, sub

f ¥

acted so ns to make it practicable. upon
the recommendation of the proper board,
that this provision of the Constitution
could be carried out litepally, It Is also
desirable that some provision be made, in
cnse of persons sentenced for n term of
vears, by providing cither for the filing of
the testimony complete, or of a history of
the case, with any aggravating or miti-
gating clreumstaueces  conneeted  there-
with in the Executive oflice to be used in
cuses where after years hove elapsed an
application for pardon is made,

Act No, 120, public sets of 1803, enti-
tled “An act to regulate the employment
of women and children in wanulnetaring
establishments of this State, to provide
for the inspection and regulation of such
manufacturing establishiments, and to pro-

tion and inspection”
one,

has proven a gool
Upon this act the Counnissioner of

who have inspected more than 400 o
tories and caused a large numbor of m
provements to be muade in muchinery, fire

violation of the law in regard to the em
ployment of women and children, has pre-
served labor from unfair competition, nnl
has had a tendency to keep children, who
have been in factories aud who should
have been in school, in their proper places,
There is no doubt this work could properly
be extended further thian it has boen,

Falarvies of State Oficers.

I ecannot urge that yon
agnin sulimit to the people an amendment
to the constitution increasing the salaries
of State oficers,  While the peeple failed
to vote this INO1 nud
1803 the
one, and

oo strougly

increase both o
resolat an
had (b

real situation they
cheerfully. The officers comprising the
Board of State Auditors ilgo hold the
important positions of Searetary of State,
Ntate el of
the State Land Office, respectively,
of whom receive only $S800 per annum,
while the other, the State Treasuter, re-
f'l'i\'l'ﬁ lﬂlf -‘Fl.”"l.

was n
the
voted it

people understood

would have

Creasuror, Commissionei

sulaury and the impossibility of compelling
a man of ordinary means to leave his
business and live at the Capitol, or of
even attending habitnally
it has made it necessary to employ depu-
ties who are competent to do the work
of the principal, and paying them a lib-
eral salary., There is a difference  be
tween power and  responsibility, and
power without responsibility. It can-
not be doubted that the the
State of Michigan would be greatly bene
fited by requiring all the Sute
to attend personally to the duties of their
offices. It is not uIrf_\' in the interest of
economy but in the interest of good gov-
ernment. The Superintendent of Public
Instruction is another important State of
ficial of whom very much is expeeted and
who is only pnid F1OMN0 per vear. The
Attorney General is paid only the in-
significant salary SRO0 per annui,
and he is expected to be the legal adviser
of all the Btate oflicers, elvetive and
pointive, and the legul adviser to the
]l[‘nm'l'ufill;: Htorneys of the State and
various other oflicials, nnd is |~\1u'l'll'1l 11}
give legal advice in real estate and crim
inal matters, also in roilroad, insarance,
and various other departinents of law
where corporations employ attorneys edn-
eated and expericneed in these particular
branches. It cannot help resulting in a
loss to the State.

interests of

oflicers

of

Labor Strikos.

During the summer of 1804 Michigan,
ns well as her sigter States, sullered from
the great Inbor strikes which ocenrred
during the last days of July. The strikes
raise the pertinent guestion. What can
be done to prevent them in the future? ls
there not some way in which the differ-
ences between ecapital and Inbor ean he
adjusted withont the disastirous resort to
sgtrikes? Capital is sensitive, and it may
be questioned whether the very means
used by labor organizations to inerease
wages and get other concessions to bettor
their conditions does not in the end have
the opposite effect, In causing capital to
seek investment in some other line which
does not require the comployment of labor.
Labor organizations have done much in
eduenting nnd aiding ench other in timos
of need. By their organization they have
wielded n posWer which has l'ul!:[ll-“n-]
concessions from which indi-
vidually they could not bhave obtainel,
No matter how orderly the mnungers aof
n strike start in, or how strong the reso-
lutions passed to preserve order and re
frain from violence or damnge to property,
it almost invariably happens that befors
a settlement s
less violenee used.

employers

effectod there 15 more or
In any event it is
place where the lawless elewent congro-
gate ready for the first opportunity for
violence and plunder, Among all the -
merous suflferems from strikes none suffer
so severely and in the end so disustronsy
as those engnged in the strike. They alsa

than
il
a8 o romedy for
this doecs not scom

its effect
compulsory

nuy oth Arbitration,
voluntary, is proposed
the evils, but
to meot the require
ments, Voluntary arbitention involves n
mutual agreement to =ubmit mniters of
difference to arbitrators to e agreed up
on, and a further to abide
by the decision There
is ample legnl
now. Compulsory
only establishing
in which these dithiculties can be settloed,
In pares digpgreement
should invoke the nid of this new court
he must show a vielation of contract and
an infringement of personal or property
rights, or the coart would have no juris-
diction. 1f auy of these things have been
done, then the courts now existing have
jurisdiction and can furnish the remedy,
It will be found under
form of government to compel any
[mﬂlliuu or individoal to |'I1|]l|u"|.‘ men or
to pay them any particular wages, Men
of means w suspend or abandon busi
ness if itx moanagement is taken from
their control. It will be found equally
ueeloss try and compel men to work
unless it i for thelr interests to do =o
In the end there must be matunl ngroe-
ment nnid  employe,

eaisling

ngreemoent

when r ndersd,
muachinery for
arbitration will be
another conrt or courts,
to the

CaAse one

impossible our

CNr-

1O

between employer

such ill be mutually benoficia!, or
such relation cannot long exist. Ay
agreement of this character must also be
based on privciples of cquity aml justice,
The demands of eivilization have made

nR w

gity, and much as corporations are con-
demned modern civilization eannot
nlong without them, Laws have
enacted providigg for the association of
capital to enrry on large operntions which
wonld be impossible for au individual to
| do, nnd many timea the investment is of
such a charncter that no prodent man
would he willing to fnvest his all in it,

2ot

Loy

to regulations provided by law rela- | but js willing to venture a fixed amonnt,

give to the manner of applying for pardons,
#it seemas to we *hat a law should be on

‘ which if lost will not ruin him. Thus
corporations are given cortain  powers
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vide for the enforcement of such reguln- |

Labor has appointed factory inspectors, |

escapes, ete., and has also prevented the |

meritorious |

two |

Owing to the meager |

to his duties, |

- . : |
find it much more difficnlt 1o rocover frow |

this |

‘aund privileges, and upon them is imposed
certnin limited linbilities and responsl-

| bilitles. On the other hand lnbor has been
left to fight on single-handed so far as
law is concerned.

| Incorporate Labor Unions,

The necessities of lnbor have, however,
caused them to organize mmong them-
[ sclves, but in order to pecomplish their
' wbject they have been lod to do many
things not authorized by law, aml in some
instances in direct violation of law. Un-
der the existing clrenstances it would
seem to be the part of wisdom and justice
to provide for the organizations of eor-
porations of labor, with ns much power
nnd no greater lHobility than is imposed
o carporitions of eapital. Croate them
ns a body corpornte, which may make con-
tracts and enforce them, ond be empow-
ered in turn to #ae and be sued, and in
shott to do nuything they may be author-
izedd 1o do in the articles of incorporation,
This would place them on an equality,
Fand diflienltios betwoeen capital and labor
wonlid be settled as other difficulties and
disagreements nre settled, through the
courts, It is hardly consisteut to con-
demn lnbor organizations for taking the
lnw into their own hands unless some law-
ful and practicable method is provided
for the profection of their interests. There
| i little doubt that there are ditlieulties in

the way of carreying ont this plan, and it
| I8 hardly probab’e that any law enncted
waould at fist sfactory, but with
the u-lljuzl l.u‘|-| view of pro-
viding for nnsl
eonitalle ol practies]l wethod for their
e fores m the omld CUeRE IR oo
| taxin.
As the In= i the appropria-
ftions for the ase of the geologionl survey
are paid our upon the order of the Gover-

o ool reason

be &
stewdily i
conitable contracts

lechil

I oy, There seems o v
why this fuml shonld not take the regu-
laty conese of other nppe iprintions,

Ther: s very lttle if any ¢nng laint with
referencee to the present election law, but
lin the interest of aes v amd to avold
Hny the returns 1 renew the
recommendations of two years ngo that
provisions be mnde for connting the vote
al intervals during the day by n separate
bosted,  As fast as the vesolt is known it
should also be posted in at least one pub-
He place and signed by the board, and
further should be added to it
during the day, "This would prevent any
eclinnges for partisan purposes later in the
day With arrangzement the result
of olection in most eases would be known
and the returns made out as early as 6
ar 7 o'vloek in the evening, nnd as bonrds
usunlly pay for two Jdays there
wouthd be no inerense in expeuse, bat there
would be a4 guaranty of greater accuraey,
beenuse the men would be £ esh nnd wonld
have ample thine to connt the votes and
declare the resalt. The present method
of canvassing vates by the Board of
County Canvassers s expeasive, and no
better o than it could be by 0 mueh
smaller board, matter well
worthy of your By the
provisions of Act Xo. 165, 1"ablic Acts of
1806, the Governor was anthorized to ap-
point a to prepare nod re-
port & general munivipal corporation bill,
under which oll municipalities may be-
come incorporated, and this commission
has worked faithfully and carnestly to
aecomplish what the aet imposed apon it
It is hoped that this report will be such
that without materinl amendment or al-
teration it may be passed early in the
gession and become a law, [ would also
urge that an amendment to the Constity-
tion be early submittesd to the people pro-
viding that the Legislature shall hereafter
not be permitted to enonet special muanie
inal charters. A bill providing for the
incarporation of villages, and oue for the
smaller cities are already prepared and in
print, and will be found upon your desks.
If these bills are passad carly in the ses-
gion it will save a great deal of work on
proposed mnendments to various city and
village charters thronghout the State,

The number of building nnd loan and
similar associntions in the State, the large
amount of money which they have loaned
nnd on deposit, and the number of people
who are interested in their management,
would seem to demand that the State
should require reports to be made from
these associations, and that they should
also be subjected to some State supervis
101,
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Eventually to Control the Industry
Becnuse of Canada’s Nickel Supply,
It is predicted by a writer in the Lon-

don Eeonomist that Canada will even-

tually control the shipbuilding Indus-
try, and this from a remarkable ract of
culy recent renlization. It Is now prac-
tically proved, he argues, that stesl
nuxed with from three to tive per cent,

pary steel and agit don'teorrode or tanke
a1 barnncles ships constructed of it will

the very great advantage of
uever requiring to be “seraped. More-
slilps of nickel-steel may safe-
Iy be bullt much lighter than ordinary
stecl ships, thelr engine powoer and
consumption of coal may be safely re-
duced without diminution of speed. In
to this writer, such
sreel seems bound to supersede the or-
divnry article, and probably also all
other materinls In present use in ship
construction: and this belng the ease,
I the nation which Is in position to pro-
duce this metal wust necessarily con-
trol the shipbullding industry, For the
present, at least, there I8 no considera-
ule supply of nickel outside of Canadn,
which in faet nickeliferons
pyrites without Hmit, the entire bleak
rogion extending from Lake Superior
to Labrador being rich In it. It Is re-
markable, Indeed, hat it is declared by
experts that the Dominlon ean supply
a million tons of the pure metal anoual
v, I nocessary, for an indetinite period.

[HINBORS

uVver, n-

short, aceording

ll‘l.\’\l"\"ﬂ’i‘.‘-’

Leather Coloved by l';ll'r‘ll‘lt'it,‘

Electricity is now usod for colorine
leather more quickly and deeply. The
Lide s gteetehed on a metallle table and
covered with the coloring Hguld; a pres.
sore of o few vaolts s then applied be-
fween the Hgnld and the table, which
apwns the pores of the skin and allows
the color to sink in.

Acvepted His Deity,

A church meeting at Blackburn, En-
gland, lately, In parting with a lay as
sistant to whom It hiad made a farewell
present, passed *a vote of confidence
in Mr, Medelty and Mr. Pedelty’s God.™

—~Treasures Inld up In heaven don't
stop drnwilng Interest when the bank
down hete breaks,

an |

| nlone,

| name of Dickinson County

of nickel Is double the strength of ordi- |
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DONOVAN IS ON DECK.

LONE STAR OF BAY TAKES THE
LEG!SLATURE BY STORM.

Honors Thrust on Him Thick and Fast
and e Does a Little *Jollying®
Himsell-Given Cholee of Seats—Hia
Own Cancuas Disagrees,

Novel Opening Incidents,

John Donovan, of Bay, the lone star of
the Michigan Democracy, who has been
in the ascendant sinee it was discoversd
that he had the entire minority of the Leg-
islature of 1805 concealed abont his per-
son, reached bis zenith Wednesday., Bioce
he was discovered by the political astron-
omers a4 couple of months ago he has giv-
en evidenes of the possession of so many
bright and shining characteristics that
no one will be surprised if he takes on a
still greater lustor as the days go by,

Waoednesday was Donovan's tirst day in
the Legiglature, and he made the most of
it, while his eolleagues made the most of
him. Donovan is a man of good hard
sense nod great modesty, He tried his
best to keep his effulgence from eclipsing
that of the, ninety-nine lesser stars aboat
him, but the Intter insisted on its beiug
brought into aetive service on every oc-
casion,

Donovan sought the Capitol early and
He modestly took a seat away
back by the lobby rail in Represeniative
Flall. 1le hid belind a newspaper, hoplag
thereby 1o escape publicity, but had not
been in the room five minutes before the
newsgpaper men proclaoimed his presence
and that ended his seclnsion,

Firat Call for Donovan,

“John Donovan of Bay,” enlled Clerk
Miller, with unusual emphnsis and lang
power, nnd as he did so a round of ap-
plause that rattled the windows was
given, Donovan rose up slowly, bowed
his head in acknowledgment, and moved
up the aisle in a dignitied manner. IHe
sgigned the roll with a firm hand and took
the oath. As he passed to his seat the ap-
plause ngain broke out, From that time
nntil an adjournment was taken later in
the afternoon John Donovan of Bay was
constantly in evidence,

After the noon recess the work of se-
leeting seats by lot as provided by an act
of the last Legislature wus about to be
commenced when Representative Camp-
bell of Ingham moved that Donovan be
permitied to tanke his choice of seats be-
fore the drawing began. The motion was
earried with cheers, whereupon Donovan
of Bay made his first speech as a legis-
lator., Ie simply returned his sincere
thanks for the courtesy and expressed
the hope that he might prove worthy of
the honor done him. His modesty wnas
again manifested by his selection of seat
in fifth row from the front, next the
aisle,

Representntive Chamberlain of Gogebie
congratulated the minority on his consis-
tency in sticking to odd numibers, Dono-
van retorted with the remark that “there
is Juek in odd numbers,” and proved it a
moment later when his npme was one of
the first to be drawn from the box,

whldy

Does a Little Jollying Wimself,

When the vote for Speaker was taken
Donovan jollied up his ninety-nine "1ie-
publican colleagues by bhobibing up when
his name was called and voting for Judge
Gordon, the Republiecan nominec, e
wans given three cheers and o tiger for
this, and the welkin rang again n moment
later when Gordon retalinted by voting
for John Donovan, of Bay. Donovan was
made a member of the committee to o3
cort the Speaker to the chair, and the
cheers broke out afresh when he and the
Speaker marched down the aisle arm in
arm and ascended to the Speaker's chair,

Donovan eame to the front again when
he was made o member of the joint com-
mittee of Senators and Representatives
to inform the Governor that the two
honses were ready for business, and Gov,
Rich received him with marked consider:-
tion. Having set the pace by voting for
the Republican Speaker, Donovan still
further increased his popularity by voting
for all the Republican cancus nominees,
remarking as he did so that the Democrat-

| iceaucus was unable to agree upon a slate,

To Have a County Named for Him,

In the Sennte Donovan's fame was add-
ed to by Senator Clapp, who gave notice
of the introduction of a bill to change the
to Donovan
County, and the chances are that the
change will be made,

In the afternoon Donovan ealled at the
Hotel Downey to pay hig respects to
United States Senator MeMillan, who
was holding n reception there, MeMillan
received him with open arms amd insisted
on his removing his overcoat and sharing
the honors with him for the balance of
the afternoon.  He occupied a front seat
at the MeMillan canens in the evening,
wns one of the first to congratulate the
Senator his renomination, and it
given out that he will vote for him, and
thus for the first time in the history of the
State will a man be elected United States
Senntor by a unanimous vote of the Leg-
islnture,

He was a top-noteh guest at the spread
tendered the Legislature by Senator Me-
Millan In the evening and had the best
time of any one present. It was troly
Donovan's grentest day and he made the
most of it. While conducting himself in
the manner of an intelligent, well-bred,
dignified gentleman, he made himself the
most popular member of the. Legislature
and for the balanee of the session he has
simply to push the button and his col-
leagues will do the rest.  Donovan has
eaptured every one of them and they stand
ready to give him the earth.

on is

Minor State News,

Nearly all the ofticers of Bay City have
been indicted for malfeasance in oflice by
the grand jary.

At Manistee the Cameron Block, owned
by Mayor Hart, was totnlly destroyed.
The loss will amount to S14,000,

Lapeer paid ont §1,000 last senson for
tramp board, and this season the jail is
#o full of vagrants that a decent man ¢an
hardly get in.

Prosecuting Attorney Dunton was sit-
ting in his law office at Manistique read-
ing & newspaper, with his feet agninst
the stove. Buaddenly there was a deafen-
ing explosion and the stove was blown to
pieces, while part of a partition was
loosened from the wall and ceiling. Mr.
Dunton was not injured, but had a par-
row escnpe. It was discovered that a
vwo-inch anger hole had been bored
about three-fourths of the way through a
stick of hard wood and loaded with pow-
der or dynamite and lightly plugged. It
{8 thought that it was an attempt to fat-
ally injure Mr. Dunton. Great indigna-
tlon prevaile

I

TERRIBLE DESTITUTION.

Diecase Added to Other Tribulations
of Nebraska Droaght Bufferers.

Additional dispatches have been recelv-
od from Western Nebraskn telling of the
destitution and distress prevailing among
the inhabitants of the drought-stricken
districts. A dispatch from Hastings
BOYS:

“Terrvible destitution exists In Perkins,
Chase, Dundy, Lincoln, Hayes, Hitch-
cock and Frontier Counties, and the
worst feature of it Is that the people in
severnl localities are afllicted with scurvy
for want of wholesome food. The State
Relief Committes finds itself unable to
relieve all the people in distress, so great
s the demand for aid, Raliroad men re-
port that since the cold suap no less than
& dozen people perished in the above eoun-
ties in the past two days for want of
food and fuel.”

IMundreds of families are without roal,
and in the border counties, where no
trees or brush exist, the poor people will
have a hard time to keep from freezing to
death. In I'erkins County the destitu-
tion is complete, Over GO0 fumilies are
appealing for help,

In Hitcheack County the wife of a set-
tler gave birth to twins during the storm,
and before neighbors could reach her
home the poor woman expired for want
of suflicient food and attention. The
twins are still living and in charge of
charitable neighbors,

North Platte reports that there are
many of suflering and hunger
among drought suflerers in Lincoln and
Logan Counties,

Overseers of the poor state that unless
ald comes from outside there will be
many deaths from hunger and want of
clothing this winter.

“The State Relief Commission has filty
familics on its list as needing assistance
and most distressing reports come in from
all over the western part of the State
I‘!‘]!l!i!l:.: to wolul lack of food ﬂl’l(_] t'lUth-
ing,"” says a Lincoln dispatch,

“No deaths certainly attributable to
starvalion are yet reported, although
it is cluimed that a woma and two chil-
dren found dead in a eabin near Niobrara
the morning before Christmas died from
Inek of food and care. Coal is most need-
ed and Mr. Ludden, of the State Relief
Committee, and General Manager Hol-
dredge, of the Burlington and Missourl
River Railroad, are doing everything in
their power to forward sopplies to the
more destitute localities. Very few farm-
ers in the border counties have any stock
left, having let eattle and horses roam at
large. The people are living in covered
wagons by hundreds rather than face
starvation and freeze to death.. More or
less destitution exists in every county,
from the Colorado line cast to Hall and
Adams Counties, and the various relief
committees, although overwhelmed with
applications for aid, are doing all they can
to relieve the distross,”
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STRONG IS NOW MAYOR.

ITe Becomes the Executive Head of
New York.

IFor the first time in twenty-two years
a Mayor not of the Democratic faith is
at the head of the New York city govern-

ment.  William L.
Strong, who was on
Tuesday inducted
into the office, rep-
resents much the
same conditions and
socinl elements that
asserted themselves
in 1872 in the eleva-
tion of William F.
Havemeyer to the
Mayoralty, In both
iustances there was
a revolt against mu-

WM, . STRONG, nleipal corruption.
Upon both oceasions public sentiment
was crystallized throngh the medinum of a
committee of seventy, the main purpose
in 1872 being to overthrow the Tweed
regime, and in 15804 to correct abuses,
known or suspected, in the police and oth-
er departments of the city government,

The exposure of the practice of levying
blackmail by the police, particularly upon
the eruninal clusses of society, who, In
consideration of their payments of money,
were granted immunity from arrest, was
primarily the work of the Society for the
Prevention of Viea, which prm.'lm;'-l the
appointment of the State Senate Commit-
tee which has become famous under the
name of its Chairman, Mr, Lexow,

Without an enlargement of the powers
of the Mayor, it is argued, says a corres-
pondent, Mr. Strong, whatever may be
his disposition, is as helpless to combat
corruption in the departments as his
prmlm-wm-r-s in office have been. It is
proposed to enact a law giving the Mayor
power of removal over heads of bureaus
and an absolute control of the police de-
partment. Under the present system,
while the Mayor appoints members of
the police board and other department
chiefs, he may not remove them except
throungh proeesses that practically amount
to a deprivation of the power. The fram-
ing of new laws touching these points
promises to be as important work as any
that is likely to come before the Btate
Iegislature and to bring out as many
conflicting theorlos,

fparks from the Wires,

Steplien Welber, trensurer of MeCook
County, 8. D, is short in his accounts
and has been arrested.

Receiver Walker, of the Santa Fe,
gny4 it is not the intention to cease oper-
ating the Atlantic and Pacific,

Iail lipes must reduce the cost of oper-
ation before they can again compete
with lake lines in the carrying of grain.

Thomnas OQuinlan was sentenced at
Bowling Green, Mo., to twa years in the
penitentiary  for murdering  Gottfreid
Kloppenstein, of Chieago, lnst December,

The importation of catile into Belgiom
from Cunada has been prohibited because
of pleuro-pneumonia having been detect-
ed in some animals recently arrived.

Investigation shows that directors of the
Commercinl Bank, which falled at St
John's. N. F., had borrowed thousands
of dollars from the bank and had over-
drawn their accounts

An American ex-detective named Daun-
rine, who was an occaslonal reporter for
the Figaro, has been arrested at P'aris on
a charge of attempting to blackmail AL
Benlis, the banker,

Frank Stallwoerth struck William Jabn-
son n fatal blow on the head with a piece
of Iron at Miami, O. T. Harry Johnson,
a brother of the vietim, drew a revolver
and killed Stallworth.

James Crum, who was relensed from
custody at Guthrie, O. T., upon his tum-
ing State’s evidence on fellow-counter-
feiters, was rearrested on a charge of
horse-stealing in Kansas.

HE IS IN LINE FOR BURROWS'
MANTLE.

Gov. Rich May Have to Call a Special
Election to Choose a Sccretary of
State-Congresslonal Succession to
e Decided Soon.

Candidates in Pleniy.

Lansing correspondence: Tt is not im-
probable within the next few mnl.hn
Gov. Rich will be called upon to appoit
a new Secretary of State, A Republican
leader of Kalaniazoo County, from which
Senator-clect Burrows colues, Says there
is but lttle doubt his county will favor
the nomination for Congress of the Rev.
Washington Gardner, who was appoint-
ed Secretary of State by Gov. Rich last
March and elected in Novembor. Necre-
tary Gardner Lins frequently been men-
tioned as a Congressionnl possibility, and
it is not improbable he will enter the race.
He declines to say whether or not Iy
will be a candidate, degiring time to con-
sider the matter. Should he get the sup-
port of Lis own county, Calhoun, his nom-
ination would be assured by the aid of
Kalamazoo, as each of the other counties
will have one or more candidates. The
race for Congressman Burrows' place is
on in earnest. In addition to Gardnor
the clpims of Senator Clapp, of Battle
Creek. are being urged, and still another
possible Calhoun County candidate is ex-
Senator Charles Austin, also of Battle
Creek., In anticipation of the elevation
of Burrows John M. €. Smith, of Eaton
County, has for some time been keeping
an eye on the main chance, and he has
tuken the field, When the special elec-
tion to fill the vacaney is held many ve-
lieve ex-Gov, Luce will be Braneh Coun-
ty's candidate despite his assertions he
is out of polities forever, If this declara-
tion holds good the county may ask for
the pomination of Lient.-Gov. Alfred
Milnes, The names mentioned from
Hillsdale County are those of State Sena-
tor Oscar A. Janes, Col. E. J. March, an<
Corvis M. Barre, all of Hillsdale. IKala-
mazoo County, it is said, will have no
candidate, and the outsider who ean se-
cure the support of his own county and
that of Kalamazoo also will be nom-
inated. It is believed by many that Se-
retary Gardner stands the best show of
doing this.

Gov. Rich will not decide about callinzg
a special election for some days. If left
to his own deviees he will not incur the
expense of a special election to fill the
vacancy, but will leave it to be filled at
the general cleetion the first Monday
April. The wishes of the voters of the
distriet will go far toward determining
this, however,

Minor State Notes,

The charity ball at Marshall netted $200

for distribution smong the needy.

Mrs., J. Pleree, n Stephenson widow
with six children, drowned herself while
temporarily insane.

Henlth officers of Detroit have discov-
cred a case of small-pox being treated by
(Christian scientists.

The 10-year-old bachelor who lived on
£2 n month at St. Helen, has recently
been starved out and now lives on char-
ity.

Mrs, Margarct Byl, an old resident of
Chieago, who was visiting her son, J. J.
Byl, of Denton Iarbor, died suddenly,
need TS,

Lewis Dushnell, of Osecoln, recently
had five tumors removed from his body.
He is living, but only the choicest “cuts™
of him are left.

The hearts of the lumbermen in Kal-
kaska County were ginddened by about
six inches of the beautiful. It will revive
business all through the county.

There's a young man up in Kalkaska
that is in hard luck. He has had a mar-
riage license for some days and a girl to
go with it, but there's nary a minister in
the vicinity that will marry them.

In the United States Distriet Conrt at
Clevelnnd, Ohio, 8 motion for the sale of
the Toledo, Ann Arbor and North Michi-
gan Railroad Company was made beflore
Judge Hinks. This was agreed to by all
the parties interested.  The motion for
the sale was on the ground of a defaunlt
in the payment of about 450,000 interest
on the first mortgage bonds, Bondholders
representing about 0 per cent. of the
bonded indebtedness of £7,000,000 have
nereed npon o plan of reorganization and
the move made was in conformity with
the plan of the bondholders’ committee,
It the road is ardersd sold it will be bid
in. The reorganization plan also contem-
Ip]:”u s the fssuance of 83,250,000 of Coan-
mon stock, $4,000,000 of preferred stock,
non=cumulative 5  per cent  preferred
stock, and 7,000,000 of 4 per cent first
mortenge bonds. These securities will
be issued to take up all the ontstanding
sceurities and to improve the rolling stoek
and the road geperally where it may be
found necessary.

The teacher of an Oakland County
distriet gchool hnd lots of trouble with
half o dozen big bearded scholars wh s
undertook to run  the schosl.  They
Lronght their hunting outfit to school.
Guns and ammunition were stacked
a corner, while a conple of yvelping, flon-
cared hounds howled and heid pitehed
battles as they struggled o break loose
from the stove legs they woere tied to.
About recess the pientical looking stu-
dents decamped with their outfit and
hunted rabbits (il the middle of the alters
noon. Upon their return the teacher
mildly Informed them that they were ont
of order and a few seconds afterwanls
the schoolmarm was out of doors and out
of a job, She resigned. A sturdy young
auctioneer living in the vicinity was hired
to teach. ‘The smart Alecks nndertock
to thrash the anctioneer, but he knoeked
them down like second-Land truck at an
anuction, Ile turpentined the hounds,
fired the ammuanition ont of doors aml
several of the big scholnrs had te employ
a dentigt to probe for their “snoots™ and
pull those battered nasal organs back on
their fnces ngain. Now this is one of the
most orderly schools in the State,

Out of the §72,000 to be collected by
Adrinn's collector, $22.000 came in Dee.
21, The taxes are more nearly paid in
that city at this time than they have boen
for years,

Despondent throngh unrequited love,
. 1. Twiss, son of Ald. John Twiss, of
IMort Huron, comamitted sniwide at Ann
Arbor by taking six graius of morphine.
He was 24 years old, and a member of
lnst year's senlor Inw class. In his room
was found a letter addressed to his moth-
er, in which he said that he was tired of
lim’"g. m:ml wanted to join his dead broth-
er




