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CLOSING EXERCISES

AT HIGH SCHOOL

LOCAL TRAPPERS

DO GOOD BUSINESS

FIRST SHOT

IH THE ALLEGAN

OIL FIELDST
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A Happy New Year

We take it for granted that the readers of
this paper enjoyed a Merry Christmas; now for a
Happy New Year. Can we but start in right

when the new year overtakes us, it will be easier
to keep right. If health be ours what does it

matter, whether we have
1

everything
,

we want or
j

not. It is fortunate that we never reach the point

where we want nothing more. Let us strrive for

what we failed to reach last year there are
only twelve months in the coming year the

same as last and we have much more to

'1.

CONTEST TO

LEGISLATOR E

Van Buren County Repre-

sentation to Be Decided
by Legislative Body.

ASK FOR RECOUNT OF BALLOTS

Both Simpson and Knolls Ready to

Contest Election of Representative
Weidenfeller.

The following fio n tbs Hartford Day
Spring would 0800 to IrdiMti that the
eifislative tight in Van Huron county is

Qnt vtet over with:
l'tint the legislative fight in Van Bu-

ren county, which wHX 'd warm follow
inn the election in November owing to

the close vote polled b the candidates
of the three le.i Ui g parties, is not yet
ended is evidenced by the activities
the democratic ami progressive parT
leaders who are planning to carry the
sontest to the legislature in Jauuary
and ask for a, recount of the votes in the
rounty . J

Tne oUi;l.l rmK of t h election, hi
determined h the board of county cm
vassers, resulted in the eleotloo of 0. A.
Weidenfeller of Blooming ', wbo polled
B815 votes as compared with v. res
east for the Democratic candidate, Fred
L. Simpson of Hartford, ami 2.2S0 fur
the Progressive tiominee, Fred M.Kuoll?
of Hamilton.

When the result was made known Mj
Simpson hied a petition for a recount of
the ballots with the board of county
eanvaesers, but the petition was denied.
He is now informed b prominent mem
oers of the Democratic state central
ommittee, a9 well as by friends of Al

fred bucking of Detroit, the Democratic
candidate for United States senator, that
they stood ready to assist him in earni-
ng the cor test into the legislature when
it convenes in .January, which h the onl)
net hod by which a recount may now
be had.

That the Progressives will join in con-

testing the election of Represo ntatlTl
Weidenfeller when the legislature con-

venes next week is pri bible. Candidate
Knolls of Hamilton assisting
.ast week that the state central commit
tee of the Progressive parly was plsn-ain-

to Barry h pet i t ion to the legisla
ture asking for a recount of the votes In

bis behalf.
Politicians of all three political parties

are agreeing that if both the Democratic
and Progressive influence is brought to
bear at the opening of the legislature, it
will prove sufficient to unlock the ballot
boxes in Van buren county and cause a

recount of the vote" cast for member of
the state legislature.

What the final result may be is prob-
lematical, lJt the democrats are insist
mg that the ballot boxes have a surprise
in store for the people of the cuuuty
when a recount is made. They hold to
the theory that numerous votes cast for

impsou were overlooked by the election
boards and that a more careful examin-
ation of the ballots will sIiojv that a suffi-

cient number of Kepublican voters
split their tickets for the Democratic
candidate to result in bis election.

DETAINED BY ILLNESS.
Mr. and Mrs. Roonoe Mrouthton were

planning on a family reunion on Christ-
mas day. but were disappointed and
uuen grieved to revive news that their

grandson, little Dick Koac.i, who is at
Nazareth Academy, Kalamazoo, was le-- L

:ained there on account of sicknes
The nature of the illness is fever a l

the precaution had to be taken even
though it does not result seriously.

Little Dick has many friends here
where he is so well known that will be
sorry to hear this report. His mother,
who, is also in Kalamazoo, did not come
over on account of this.

CORN IMPROVEMENT ASSOC'N

The Michigan Corn Improvement
Association will hold its ninth annual
-- how at the Western Normal, Kaiama
zoo, .January 6 to 11, inclusive.

It has created three divisions in the
Junior Class- - from 8 to 12 years, 12 to 16
and 16 to 20 years of age, and a sweep,
stake.

Valuable prizes will be given in each
division. All boya and girls are request-
ed to have their corn in by January 1.

The program will begin January 7 and
ontinue four days. One day will be an

alfalfa growers' experience meeting, led
by Mr. A. K. Potts Another day will
be given to the consideration of our
prairie, rolling and aoils, and the third
will be given to Juvenile Education.

The boys and girls who grew corn thn
paet summer for the county contest con-
ducted by the commissioner of schools
are eligible to enter this conteet.

High School Presented Play Other
Room Had Various Exercises.

S ngs and Recitations

ISLast Friday afternoon oeoorred xer- -

Cises at the school budding, prepared by
the teachers and pupils, for the closn

.m i i m rtt ;
lw hcuooi ror me ynrietmea va

.Nearly every room Had a progra nCl
joined w nh some other grade. L'he hiffh
school presented a pla) entitled ' I lie
Obetioate Paaillj ," and it was very roil
done. The cast w eluded only six char
acters, O cil tiriv., Margaftd (. 'ole, B nth
A ho. Horace lloAi , r Marklllieand
Harold Saly. i

The young people surely did credit to
the httie farce, as M wuis very auiusing.
Che fact thallie pia hh translated
from the (JPnii ui bj them in ule il

QOUDiy appreciated, lor it certainly rer
resented a great deal of wofk. The lit JMW

German song by the butier am rrie
maid was catchy and cikc.

I'tie High School band played several
piece! and the Oirls' quartette sang a

German song.
The exercises io the virions rooms

consisted of songs and recitations, with
plenty of Candy anu t'uristinas things
exchanged. Prof ei sors Robot tOOO and
Mk) it, with their competent assistants,
are receiving mariy couipli inents on their
Atirk this year.

The rooms in the annex were said fo
bo very merry too, as the little tots al--

A have so..iething good, fhristmas
Ooly comes once a year, which seems

OOb a short time to the older folks and
never ending to the young-ter- -.

There wnl be two i eeKs' reoetftofl this
year.

MUSICAL TREAT.
An later tain meat to be given at the

Lee school house, December 28, at 8

o'clock p. m. Following is the program:
KoejIOO and Juliet , .Bel lot
I'oet and Pendant, Suppe
Tancrede,. Uossimi
Will be rendered by piano (four hands)
two violin and a cornet. Mr. Byrn of
Ypsilanti will play a quadrille and other
beautiful aolos. The s'i ik Tea party
by the Ladies' I i'ee club will surely make

ou laugh. Admissiion, Z5o

EVERYTHING READY

FOR PARCELS POST

System Will Be Installed on Januarv
First, tit Which Time Stamps Will

Be on Sale.

Poscmaster Wakernan announces that
everything is in raadioees for the instal-
lation of the paicels post s)stem. There
will doubtless be some little nlu- - n

until patrons become thorough! wamiliar
with the provisions of the lavr Follow-
ing are some of the things tar remem-
bered: w

After January 1st all fourth class mail
matter (merchandise) sent through the
mails must bear a Parcels Post. Stamp.
Ordinary postage tOOHpi wiil not be ac-

cepted.
Packages will be received for dispatch

not exceeding eleven pounds in weight
nor greater in size than 72 inches in
length and girth combined, no- - in form
or kind likely to injure the person of
any employee or damage the mail equip
ment or other mail matter, and not of a

character perishable within a period
reasonably required for transportation
and delivery. Parcel post stamps will

be placed on sale January first.
The new parcels post etamps are a

work of art. They are red in color and
are much larger than the ordinary stamp.

They represent a life of activity,
and show plainly that Uncle Sam believes
in hustling. The one cent stamps bear
a picture of a postofflce clerk at work,
the two cent stamps a likeness of a city
carrier, the four cent stamps a likeness of
a rural mail carrier, the five cent stamps
a mail train, the 10 cent stamps a mail
steamship and the 25 cent stamps rep
resent the manufactures.

This system will tend largely to bring
the manufacturer and the consumer in

closer touch and will make "market days"
less of a dread. The telephone and
parcels post simplifies commerce to such

n evtent that we will be able at no far
distant day to dispense all together wi

the laborious task of having to "go to
town" whether we can spare tfec. time
nr not. but can simnlv tfive our order to

our favorite merchant over the plMM I
and he will deliver our goods in time for

dinner.

EXTENDS WELCOME.
Having purchased the Racket store

busineaa from Mr. Weston we desire to
extend a welcome to the old customers,
as well as new, to make our store your
headuuarters. We will endeavor to con- -

duct the business along me same nnea
as baa been done heretofore. Come in,
and let ua get acquamieo.

J. V. 8MITH,
Prop'r the Racket store.

Fur Rearing Animals Still to Be Found
Along the River and Prices are

Better than Formerly.

The decline of fur bearing animals has
caused the price of furs to advance in

the same ratio as eggs and butter. Our
local trappers, "Tip" Shoerman and
Will Pike till have their line of traps on
the river and as long as the river is OfJBO

they may be seen paddling their OSOoeS

ai.v where between here and Lawrence,
gathering in the mink aod Biekla

The latter has now heeome a del;cac
hiuI "Tip" can supply a ny one who
wishes a rat pie ith nicely dressed
water chickens. The pelts, which form !
erly sold for 10 cents, now bring 70 fcvnts, and the difference in price makes
up for the aiualler catch. Occasionally
the trappers diffuse a perfume that i
makes nttar of roses go into cold stor-
age, iand then you know that 13.80
skunk has come their way. Take ail
together then seems to be as much mon-- e

m the game h- - when the forest .vhich
Covered this locality literally swarmed
with (jir clad animals.

s COMING ONE BY ONE.
Miss lone Reynolds came from Con- -

nersville, lnd , last Baturda) to spend
the holiday vacation with bar parents

od fries s. The rest of the clan are
expected tt e Ust of the week. This is
the only time in the year that the fattlU)
are togetbei iuffd a good tune is alfys

A famvftar figure haunts the grocery
iioree as the geotel Wmt paeki around
looking for food thii gs for those kids to
Bat and eoooCf or later he can be seen
facing tbi neat with his basket on his a
arm, chuck full. They will have their
familv gathering next Saturday.

fc

CHRISTMAS EXERCISES.
There were the usual exercises in all

the churches in the village last Tuesday
evening, consisting of recitations, songs
and a tree (i 1 i with presents to deUghi
the children. All of the Bandar schools
drew large croads and their programs
were all good. The children were all
happy h d l tint wiakes the rest of the
world happy.

Santa Claus is alwajs a weicutue viv.- -

lloraod orar disappoints "s.

H. C, WATERS & Co.

ONE OF THE BEST

Well-Know- n Hardware Store Has
County-Wid- e Reputation. One ot

Paw Paw's Solid Institutions

In making the rounds of the various
bueioeer establ ishments of Faw Paw,
one can hardly fail to be impressed with
the maguitude of the hardware house of
U. C. Waters A Co , The average town
of the size of l'aw Paw hardly contains
a business house of such dimensions,
and when we reflect that the present
large establishment is th outcome of
years of auccesful business career right
here, we can but conclude that good
business methods, coupled with a desire
to serve the pubic honestly, with goods
that are guaranteed as represented, will
win out in the long run.

The firm of H. C. Waters A Co. was
established in 189.1, succeeding to the
business of J. II. Waters & Co. who first
anaraarad in businewa in 'nw I'mv in h

small way in the year 1889. The trans-
fer to their present large and commodi-
ous store was made in 1896.

There are certain well established
rules of business, which, if followed
scrupulously and without deviation, will

ad to ultimate success. These are not
necessarily of a hackneyed nature, as
new ideas in the business world are be-

ing promulgated every day but it is
the unswerving fidelity to certain princi
pies, once inaugurated, that counts. To
guarantee one's goods doesn't amount to
much unless the merchant is willing to
stand behind such guarantee with dol-

lars nd cents, and this is something II
C. Waters A Co. have a babit of doing.

The hardware business may be con-
sidered as different from almost any
other line of mercantile business, in that
there is necessarily bandied such a vari-
ety of prod rets and to be able to select
judiciously in buing his stock requires
a knowledge far beyond .that possessed
uy ioe iiierriiani woo carries Dili a sin-
gle line of goods. This firm prides it-

self on bavicg this knowledge and dem
onstrates it in a practical way. They
know that the best they can buy will
give the most satisfaction in the long run
and quality, not cheapness, is aa
looked for by the better class of buy
Their slogan, "Talk to Waters "
well known In Van Buren county and
Van Buren county people have learned'!
that when they are in doubt regarding
hardware, to talk to Waters will set
them right. That they havo the most
complete line of hardware in Van Buren
county goes without aaying, and their
conatantly increasing sales demonstrates
their popularity

Fhree Thousand People
Witness Unusual Sight

at Allegan Oil Well

120 QTS. OF NITROGLYCERINE

Regular Oil Pumping Outfit Will Be
Installed and Oil in Paving Quan-

tity is Assured.

Allegan is all excitement over the dis
covery of oil in her vicinii.. The indi-

cations have oOg been apparent but the
first real shot was made two weeks ago
ny ihe IndUpend" '"rpedo Co, of
I'" la, UBo, fet N rthern Oil and
(pg CoJ About .'KKMJ people were

th - p!ac and the proceedings
wn-r- very interesting. For the hem fit
of tOOt ho are not familiar with the
ue tbod of shooting a well we take the
following from the Allegan Times:

"Fridav thn expiosive, which was
brought from Porlland, lnd , by automo-
bile, was taken to the well anil warmed
up iy s'eam. The 120 quarts
used .vas placed In hix shell-- , each shell
ho.dmg 20 quarts. These were let
down In the wdl by windlass, a bale be-

ing attached to aasn shell like that used
on a backet. At the end of the cable
was a hook and when bottom was reached
the hook usually drops out of the bale of
its own accord, but three tunes during
Friday nflefOOOC troabis w ad experienced
and it took several minutes to
it. The last ahell lowered was the one
that was exploded first and this HXplos-io!- )

oaOeed the others to be set i ff. To
the top of the last shell a disc was at-

tached and to this disc a steel rod was
faateoed, At the end of the rod iwo
large waterproof cups were attached.
When the weight, or Vodevi:" as the ex-

perts cih it, vas let fa 1 it struck this
disc and drove it down vard and the caps
struck an iron or ste I piece fastened
near the top of the can, exploding the
caps and they in turn exploding the
nitroglycerine.

" Nitrogh c Tine will not etptodn unless
confined. It may be. thrown against a
building without harm but we would not
advise anyone to try it. The empty cans
were taken ii hundred feet away
and expuided by fuses being at'ached
to them. This was necessary to comply
with the law.

"ihe well is 1,.'U0 feet deep. Two
veins of sand were struck.
I he first was found at a depth of ,38H

feet and this vein was estimated to be
three feet in thickness. The second vein
was found at a depth of 1.316 feet and
is estimated at about eight feet through
it, heir g of more than the average thick
ness. To "shoot" both veins at oce it
was necessary to attach a long tin tube
to the bottom of the last shell reaching
from the bottom of the lower vein to the
one above it,

"There was 000 feet of oil and water
in the well Friday morning. A portion
of this was baled out befora the shoot-
ing.

"The nitroglycerine was brought to
Allegan by auto from Portland, lnd.,
and arrived here Friday morning. The
auto, when two miles north of Sturgis,
became stuck in the sand, and not a
farmer for money, marbles or chalk
would pull it out when they learned
what the load consisted of. The driver
had to walk into town, leading the load
unguarded, and secured help,

"After pumping for a number of hours
it was found that the well is certainly
a fine one, they are certain the yield
will be from 12 to 20 barrels of oil per
day. Pumping was stopped Monday
morning and a regular oil pumping out
(It was sent for and as soon as it arrives,
oil in Allegan in big and paving quantities
and of high quality is assured. Hurrah
for Allegan and oil. "

NOP SO BAiils IT LOOKS

Charles Varney, junior, waa hurt on
the ice the first of the week. A game
of hockey was in progress and Charlea
happened to be lying face downward
trying probably to aee the fish, or possi-

bly resting on his faf-e-. when someone
landed on his headf The explanation ef
Rev. C. K. of 4Ke aituation ia this:
"Young Charles thought his nose would
stand the strain, but the ice was the
strongest." The contest over, Dr. Max-

well got busy with adbeeive plaster and
decorated the young man; anyway bis
noae occupies the center field where it
should, instead of following its own in-

clination.
The hurt is not really very serious, but

he could probably have aelected a more
pleasant pastime had he known what
was to be. Hockey, thou art a snare.
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Long Ago

terestiig things of his personal experi-eOC- t

with the red man.
In 1S"1 John . Bailer, who was then

diatrict attoroa) jf Van Uuren oouotr,
aai aaol to Detroit by the business roea

of Paw Pa aj to secure a man to manage
tbe Paw Prt.v Kr. e I'ress, which they
ua I reoaotl) acquired. Mr. Van Fosseo
was reoomoieoded to him by reliable
men in Detroit as the right man for the
1'iare ana the result of the conference
ObiOtl followed was that he bought the
plant and assumed the ni;tii,iiiiiit In
1H.")8 his office was destroyed by tire, hut
he bouyht new material and continued
the publication of this paper until he
soul ins Internet in 1875 and left the
stale. Paw Pa a had a alronif hold unon
Woj ho vever, and he returned here and
was in the harness of journaliMn until
hi) retlr,.t frotu active business in
His newspaper career overs a period of
."if) years, and be is therefore interested
in the fate of ali ne vspaperdom in
general.

lr. V.i r. Poneon Wai married in 18,"8

to Miss Irene Simmons of this place,
who, it is interesting to know, waj the
first while girl born in this town and
which was at that lime called Lafayette.

He has been very prominent in the
politics of the enriier history of the
county and still aojojra a little discussion
of topics bearing on the suhjeU, but has
taken no active part in it for someears
lie took his first decree in Masonrv in
1849, ami has been a member of the Paw
Paw lode since 18 jo. He is also
Knight Templar.

Mr. van rossen sun lives in ttie tutne
that be established at the time of his
marriage. Dr. Verne, his daughter, is
bis constant companion and the two
make their home a convenient place to
crop in for a chat.

Eighty six years of usefulness and ac-

tivity is a record to be proud of, The
suhjuct of thm sketch at this age is
erect, alert, and walks down town for
his mail, striking a gait that would put
some younger people to a test. Having
lived an out door life when young and
being always employed with head and
hand is one of the requisites of long life
as expressed by this well preserved man.
Eighty-si- x years of effort to help build
a commonwealth and to help keep the
procession moving. May the coining
generations exemplify his example.

PECULIAR ACCIDENT

TO HARTFORD LADY

A rather peculiar accident happened
in Hartford last we k when Mrs. H. N.
Robertson, wife of a jeweh r in that town
was shot through the leg by a .'12 caliber
revolver which was lying on the counter.

lt had been covered in some way by a
book and Mrs. Kobertson picked the
book ip and the revolver fell to the floor
striking in such a manner as to discharge
it.

The bullet lodged in her ankle. No
bones were broken but the wound never-
theless was quite painful.

TO ATTEND INAUGURATION.
Messrs. Krieble and Van Niman, the

contest men who were with us a short
time ago, are putting on a contest for
the Ravenna Republican published at
Ravenna. Ohio. The prizes are to be
aix trips to the national capital and re
turn, expenses all paid and a chaperon
to conduct the sight seeing excursion

This will be a splendid opportunity for
the young ladies to win a rare prize. It
means education and a chance to see
some of the historical places that are of
such great interest. The trip is to be

j at the time of the preeident'a inaugura
tion.

Stories of
ISAAC W. V .N FOSSKN.

People who have become acquainted
with this man only within the last few

cars and have visited.him in his hum

set ir.g him as h- - appears no v at l

little kno.v ai d reeline the boa) life

that he led in hi nunger days. Be I li
born it Livorin, N. Y., 10 the year lS'Jb,

on the 24. h daj of .July. I lis father was

miller and was one of the promi c nt
oung men of tltt day. There were

eleven chi tir- - n in the famiH. The
father eeeaa to M iobigao Ifl 1 82S pros
pectiug f jr a Iccjtioo, but not until !v

did he move his family herf and take up
the responsibilities of a pioneer. They
csme by the av of the lOrie uaual to

bunalO and thence to ueirou ov sieam- - i

. . .i i i i i

hoat. Dy team uiey rvwnw ""l8"J
county where they established their new

home.
Younir Isaac was but seven yuars of

age at this time, but later did what he

could to aid in the work of the fnrm,
a hich consisted tf breaking up the I tnd.
using an ox eam to accomplish the
work After Lie death of hn mother in
ls.7.1 he WOOt to Jackson and afterward
secured einplo)ment in the Jackson
Democrat, which was in time absorbed
bj the Jackson Patriot. Here he served
his apprenticeship and this was the
small beginning of his larye exporial tta
in newspaper business, having been an
employe of the Toledo Blade and aiso the
Detroit Advertiser. Mr. Van Kossen
was ver clever with bis pen, having
written many articles for publication
that attracted the public uye. A story
dealing with the situation existing be-

tween the two tribes of Indians, the Ot-

tawa and Potta watamies, which had
boon at war, was read with the greatest
interest and was a credit to his vers-

atility.
About the year 1849 he went to Green-- !

ville, Montcalm county, and established
a trading post. His business was largely
with the Indians, and he dealt in furs,
skins of deer, red and gray, exchanging
for them jewelry, the most gaudy to at-

tract the eye of the people with whom
he dealt. He also sold them knives,
calico and numerous co nmodities, use-- i

ful and otherwise. Mr. Van Fossen in
this way and by observation of the In
dian life and characteristics became fa
miliar with them and can tell many in

COURIER ISSUES

CREDITABLE NUMBER

The Free Press and Courier came out
last week with all its holiday toss. Its
columns were brimming over with bar-
gains set in a neat, attractive way and
was a credit to the proprietor of the pa-- i
per and also to his faithful working
force. It is not possible for advertisers
to thoroughly appreciate the effort re-

quired to get out a 24 page paper, for
the details that mean hours of labor are
lost upon the average reader, but if, af-

ter all the tedious drudgery of complet
ing the rnmnofiitinn uriH nrAHpnliiiif it
to the publiCi the adverti9er will refrain
from uttering this heart sickening sen-
tence: "It never paid me to advertise,'
the poor printer will feel well repaid for
the work, worry and physical and men-
tal fag of the undertaking.

y
SERIOUSLY ILL.

Henn bacre. while about the house
iMt Monday had an attack of paralysia.
He was, for the time befog, unable to
8IJeak and was for several hours in a
helpless condition. He regained con-
sciousness and is somewhat improved
at this tioae.r

Mr. Srge m nearly 70 years of age and
unable to rally from such an attack as
readily as a younger man


