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LEGSLATURE

Van Buren County Repre-
sentation to Be Decided
by Legislative Body.

Both to
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Simpson and Knolls Ready

Weidenfeller.
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Politicinns of all three political parties
sre agreeing that if both the Democratic
and Progressive infueoce is brought to
bear at the opening of the legislature, it
will prove suflicient to uolock the batlot
boxes in Vao Buren county and cause a
recount of the votes cast for member of
the state legisiature,

Whet the final result may be is prob-
lematical, bat the democrats are insist
iog that the ballot boxes have a surprise |
in store for the people of the county |
when a recount i made,  They hold to
the theory that numerous voles cast for |
Nimpson were overiooked by the election
boards and that a more careful examin-
ation of the ballois will show that a suffi. |
ient number of Republican voters |
eplit their tickets for the l)l-‘l'llmfrntlt.‘:
candidate to result in his election.
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,/ DETAINED BY ILLNESS.

,' ’

Mr. and Mre. Roscoe Broughton were
planping on & family reunion on Christ-
day. but were dissppointed and
wuch grieved to receive news that their
grandson, little Dick Rowsen, who is at!
Nazarelth Academy, Kalamazoo, was de-
wnined there account of sicknes
Ihe nature of the illoess is fever add |
the precaution had to be taken even|
though it does not résult seriously,

Little Dick has mapy friends here |
where he is 80 well known that will be |
sorry to hear this report. His mother,
who, is also in Kalamazoo, did not come |
over on account of this.

CORN IMPROVEMENT ASSOC'N

The Michigan Corn Improvement |
Association will hold its ninth anpoal
show at the Western Normal, Kaiama
zoo, Janvary 8 to 11, inclusive, |

It has createa three divisions in the
Juolor Olass—from 8 to i2 years, 12 to 16
and 18 to 20 years of age, and a sweep- \
stake.

Valuable prizes will be given io each
division. All boys and girls are request.
sd to have their corn in by January 1.

The program will bogin January 7 and
continud four days. Oons day will be an
slfalfa growers’ experience meeting, led
by Mr. A. R. Potts. Another day will
be given to the coosideration of our
prairie, rolling and socils, and the third
will be given to Juvenile Education,

The boys and girls who grew corn tho
past summer for the county contest con-
ducted by the commissioner of schools
are sligible to enter this contest,

nAs

an

LOCAL TRAPPERS
D0 GOOD BUSINESS

Fur Bearing Animals Still to Be Found
Along the River and Prices are

Better than Formerly.

The declina of fur bearing animals has |
caused the price of Turs to
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H. G, WATERS & Co.
ONE OF THE BEST

Well-Known Has
County-Wide Reputation. One of
Paw Paw’s Solid Institutions

Hardware Store

In waking the rounds of the various
business establishments of Paw Paw,
ons can hardly fuil to be impreseed with
the moguitude of the hardware house of
H. C., Waters & Co., The average town

|of the size of Paw Paw hardly contains

# business houss of such dimeosions,

| and when we reflect that the preseot

large establishment is the outcome of
years of succeseful business career right
here, we can but conclude that good
busioess methods, coupled with a desire
to serve the puble bopestly, with goods
that are guaranteed as represented, will
win out io the lopg run.

I'he firm of H., C. Waters & Co. was
established in 1893, succeeding to the
business of J. . Waters & Co. who first
engaged in business in Paw Paw in a
smnll way 1o the year 18889, The traops-
fer to their present large and commodi-
ous store was made in 1896,

Ihere are certain well established
rules of business, which, if followed
scrupulously and without deviation, will

ad to ultimate success. Thess are not
necessarily of a hackneyed pature, as
pew ideas io the busioess world are be-
ing promulgated every day—but it is
the uuswerving fidelity to certain princi
ples, once inaugurated, Lhat counts. To
guaraniee one's goods doesn't amount Lo
much unless the merchant is willing to
stand behind such guaraotee with dol- |
lars end cents, and this is something H.
(. Waters & Co, have a babit of doiog.

T'he hardware business may be con.
sidered as different from almost any |
other line of mercantile business, in that
there is necessarily handled such a vari- |
ety of prodects and to be able to select
judiciously in buyiog his stock requires |
a knowledge far beyood _that possessed |
by the merchant who carries but a sin-
gle line of goods, This firm prides it- |
sall on havicg this koowledge and dem-
onstrates it in a practical way, They |
koow that the best they can buy willl
give the most satisfaction io the long run
and quality, not cheapness, is what is
looked for by the better class of buyers
Their slogan, “Talk to Waters,' is|
well known Ino Van Buren county and
Van Buren county peopls have learo
that when they are in doubt regarding
bardware, to talk to Waters will set
them right. That they have the most
complete line of hardwars in Van Buren
county goes without sayiog, sod their
constantly increasing sales demonstrates
their popularity,

. last week with all its boliday togs.

| was a credit to the proprietor of the pa-

Happy New Year.

B

to keep right.

R .
e ]

not.

- ~;. - : - -:- -:-z. -:- -

what we failed to
only twelve months

same as last

WW%
A Happy New Year

It is fortunate that we never reach the point
where we want nothing more.
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We take it for granted that the readers of
this paper enjoyed a Merry Christmas; now for a
Can we but start in right
when the new year overtakes us, it will be easier
If health be ours what does it

matter, whether we have everything we want or
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tawas and Pottawatamies, which bad

been at war, was read with the greatest |
intereat and was a credit to his versa.
tility.

Aboutl the year 15849 be went to Green
ville, Monteslm county, and established
a trading post, His business was largely
with the Indians, and he dealt in furs,
skios of deer, red and gray, exchapgiog
for them jewelry, the most gaudy to al-
tract the eye of the people with whom
he dealt, He also sold them Kknives,
eulico aod numwerous co nmodities, use- [
ful and otherwise. Mr, Van Fossen in
this way and by observation of the In |
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MUSICAL TREAT.
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EVERYTHING READY
FOR PARGELS POST

Will Be
First, at Which Time Stamps Will
P Be on Sale.

System Instalied on January

1849, and bas been 8 member of the Paw |

Paw lodee since 1830
Koight Templar,

Mr. Van Fossen still lives in the |
that he established at the time of his
marriage. Dr. Veroe, his daughter, is
his constant companion and the two
make their home & coovenieot place to
drop in for a chat.

Fighty-six years of usefulosas and ac-
tivity is a record to be proud of, The
subject of this sketch at this age is
erect, alert, sod walks down town for
his mail, striking a gait that would put
some younger people to a teat, Having
lived ao out door life when young and
being always employed with bhead and
hand is one of the requisites of long life
as expressed by this well preserved man.
Eighty-six years of effort to help build
a commonwealth and te belp keep the
procession movieg. May the coming
generatious exemplify his example,

He 18 also

COURIER ISSUES
GREDITABLE NUMBER

The Free Presa and Courier came out
Its
columps were brimming over with bar-
gains set in a peat, mitractive way aod

per and also to his faithful workiog
force. It is not possible for advertisers
to thoroughly appreciate the effort re-
quired to get out a 24 page paper, for
the details that mean hours of labor are
lost upon the average reader, but if, af-
ter all the tedious drudgery of complet-
ing the composition sod preseoting it
to the public, the advertiser will refraio
from uttering this heart sickening wen.
tence: “It never paid me to advertise,’
the poor printer will feel well repaid for
the work, worry and physical and men-
tal fag of the undertaking.
e

/" SERIOUSLY ILL.

‘Henry Sage, while about the house
ast Monday had an attack of paralysis.
He was, for the time belog, unabls to
speak afd was for several hours in a
helpless condition, He regained con.
sciousness and is somewhat improved
at this time,

Mr, Srge #¥ nearly 70 yeara of age and

unable to rally from such an attack as
readily s a younger man.

PECULIAR ACCIDENT
T0 HARTFORD LADY

A rather peculiar accident happeoed
in Hartford last week when Mrs. H. N,
Robertson, wife of a jewelcr in that town
was shot through the leg by & 32 caliber
revolver which was lying on the counter.

It bad been covered io some way by a
book and Mrs. Robertson picked the
book 1p and the revolver tell to the foor
?trikmg in such n manner as to discharge
t.

The bullet lodged in her aukle. No
bones were broken but the wound pever-
theless was quite painful.

S e—

TO ATTEND INAUGURATION.

Mesars. Krieble and Van Niman, the
contest men who were with ua a short
time ago, are putting on a contest for
the Ravenra Republican published at
Ravenos, Ohio, The prizes are to be
six trips to the natiooal capital and re.
turn, expenses all paid and a chaperon
to conduct the sight seeing excursion

This will be a splendid opportunity for
the young ladies to win a rare prize. It
means education and a chance to swe
some of the historical places that are of
such great interest. The trip is to be
at the time of the president’s inaugura-
tiow. '

Poscmaster Wakeman announces that
everyvthiog is in readiosss for the instal-
lution of the pareels post syatem. There
will doubtless be some little oo
until patrons become thoroughl
with the provisions of the law
ing are some of the thiogs t
bered:

After January 1si all fourth clase mail

Follow-
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matter (merchandise) sent through the |

mnils must bear a Parcels Post Stamp
Ordinary postage stsmps wiil not be ac
cepted.

Packages will be received for dispatch | one above it.
weight |
por greater in size than 72 ioches in:in the well Friday moroing,

not exceeding eleven pounds in
length and girth combined, nor in form
or kind likely to ivjure the person
any employes or damage tbe mail equip
ment or other mail matter, and pot of &
character perishable within a period
ressonably required for transportation
and delivery.
be placed on sale January first,

The new parcels posi etamps are a
work of art.
are much larger than the ordinary stamp.

They represent a lifa of activity,

and show plainly that Uncle Sam believes |

lin hustling. The one cent stamps bear
| a picture of a postoffice clerk at work,

osin g

| three feat io thickneas,

of |

Parcel post stamps will |

They are red io color and |
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I'hree Thousand People
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“1he well is 1,340 feet deep., Two
veirs of oil-bearing sand were struck.
Ihe first was tound at a depth of 1,286
feet and this vein was eslimated to be
The second vein
was found at a depth of 1316 feet and
18 estimmated at about eight feet through
it, being of more than the aversge thick-
ness. To “shoot” both veins at oLce it
was pecessary to attach a long tin tube

to the bottom of the last shell reachiog

from the bottom of the lower veio to the
* * L] . .
“Thers was 900 feet of oil and water
A portion
of this was baled out befora the shoot-
ng.

“The opitroglycerine was brought to
Allegan by auto from Portland, Iod,,
and arrived here Friday morping. The
auto, when two miles north of Sturgis,
became stuck in the sand, aod pot a
farmer for wmwoney, marbles or chalk
would pull it cut whep they learped
what the load consisted of. The driver
had to walk into town, leading the load
unguarded, and secured help,

“After pumping lor a number of hours
it was found that the well is certainly
a {ine one, they ure certwin the yield

the two cent stamps & likeness of a city | will be from 12 to 20 barrels of oil per

carrier, the four cent stamps a likeoess of | day : !
| morning and a regular oil pumpiong ont-
| fit was sent for and as soon a8 it arrives,

a rural mail carrier, the five cent stamps
a mail train, the 10 cent stamps a mail

steamship and the 25 cent stamps rep ]

resent the manufactures,

'I'his system will tend Iargely to bring l

| the manufacturer and the consumer in
| closer touch and will make “market days"
{less of a cdread. The telephone and
|
| an extent that we will be able at no far
distant day to dispense all together wi

the laborious task of having to "“go to|

town" whether we ean apare the ULme
"ur pot, but can simply give our urder to

our favorite merchant over the phone
and he will deliver our goods in time lor |

dinner.
- -
| EXTENDS WELCOME.
I Haviog porchased the Racket store
busioess from Mr. Weston we desire to
extend n welcome to the old customers,
a8 woll a8 new, to wmake our store your
headquarters, We will endesvor to con-
| duct the business along the same lines
as has been done heretofore, Come io,
and let us get acquainted,
J. V. Bmirh,
Prop'r the Racket store,

parcels post simplifies commerce to such l

Pumpiog was stopped Mooday

oil in Allegan in bigand payiog quantitiss
and of high quality is assured. Hurrah
for Allegan and vil.”

- - -

Charles Varoey, junior, waa hurt on
the ice the firet of the week. A game
of bockey was in progress and Charles
bappeved to be lying face downward
Lrying probably to the fish, or possi-
bly resting on his e, when someon®
landed on hie heagl The explanation ef
Rev., C. E. of #&he situation is this:
“Young Charles thought his nose would
stand the strain, but the ice was the
strongest.” The contest over, Dr. Max.
well got busy with adhesive plaster and
decorated the young man; anyway his
pose occupies the center flald where it
shouid, instead of following ita own in-
clioation.

The hurt is not really very serious, but
he could probably hava selected 8 more

pleasant pastime had he koown what
was to be, Hockey, thou art a snare.




