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, UTe noticed twas surrounded 
Bvumtainlv, scentless flowers. 
J aid not mar its beauty,■at tMV

^  « bloomed away the hours.

fe, ns parity and freshness 
B,- the contrast was increased; 

to remember the great lesson 
nst it taught, I have uot ceased.

utbat Uly through the summer,
■Mid surroundings coarse, could bloom, 

A lm o s t hidden irom the sunshine.
Casing, yet. its sweet perfume,

«omay lives refined and noble 
plten flourish in the shade,

W ing only in the sunlight 
nst their own pure thoughts have

made.

the song they sing may never 
By the world at large be heard,

Iieoaeheart, toil worn and weary. 
Good impulses may be stirred.

And the gracious, tender Father 
loves that unknown soul the same 

As the one whose name is written 
On the broad white scroll of fame, 

l^lira M. Saunders, in American Spectator.

B  I M P O R T A N T  C A T C H . ’ 7

I Clever Ruse o f T h ree  S h re w d  
Swindlers.

Opposite the Bank of England and 
fiwn minufAw' wnllv from  the. M»n-maam fait five minutes’ walk from the Man-

Htrase. the residence of the Lord 
Ivor of London, there was in Leaden- 
jlsheet. in 1879, the shop of a w ealthy

mattet steh-maker.
One dreary November m orning am an  
îleisd his shop whose loud dress and 
nier manner impressed the jew eler 
Agreeably. He looked a t the  swag- 

ig Tgg {fiHyT fellow sized him up in a jiffy, 
In» tipping his clerks the w ink to be 

t careful, stepped forw ard and 
ndia his sharpest tone: “ Well, sir?” 

fellow was not a h it abashed.
•Aw,” he said, in an unm istakable 
cockney voice, “ye 'a re  been very 
recommended to me—f actis, I w ant 

get about a thousa n" puns’ w orth  of 
from you. I am going to the 

Indies by to-morrow's steam er, 
I want to make this little  h in vest
on me own haccount. Now, re- 

tber, me good friend,” he added, 
■ly, “my name is cash—cash, 

andch 1 ̂ aow’  ̂want no fancy prices, 
every thing first-class and bottom
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, j«  The jeweler, keeping a sharp lookout 
*51 the while, showed him his various

. J Ryles, and in a very short tim e the  fel- 
f 11®* »  selected about £ 1.000 w orth  of
t7 ta Wehes, 
sat nj
mnek -** 1®*»” said the jeweler.

don’t
‘Very well, ’ere's a thousand puns. 

* hstwrapnp the swag and gi’ me the 
£ * }  tag., will ye?’’

“Ion must excuse me,” said the jew-
1er, after fumbling a little  while a t 
fesafe, “but I can’t  change th is note.
^  ^  down a few m inutes and I ’ll 

a * "  »äthe boy over to the bank. Here, 
take this to the bank.” And then 

,®1fV lan undertone he added: “Ju s t find 
111 î B ' l f  the bill is good. Don’t  cash it; I 
| . 0-  plenty of change here.” The 
itoc» huger calmly seated him self and 
n“ ^  Pdly conversed with the jew eler.

kafew minutes the boy returned. 
^*"2  ^  n°te is perfectly good,” he said
>ly wa iftly to his employer. The m erchant 
I to Wj lis puzzled. Was it possible th a t he 
uewUmüd 1* mistaken? However, there  

nothing else to be done. So he 
befti wed the man his change and the 

7̂*?® °f watches. He was about to in- 
nn. fare by what steamer his customer was
WIHj to leave, when the door opened 
j® ® another more loudly dressed indi-

walked in. He looked a t the 
watW fellow, and, w ithout minding the 
thalle F*el«r, who watched him narrow ly, 

him a thundering w hack on 
e " “»aiders and cried out:
** w hat in goodness are

7  doing’ere?”
'h*r d . dbho, Joe! where do you come 
ßd i» ' f bought some watches ’ere!” 
it«* . the dickens ye did! I a m ’ere ju st 
1 . I v  Same herrand. And w hat did 
» » Ï ™ ™y watches for?” 
nha«l •'»» going to the West Indies.”

hoiy poker, so am I! W hat

The Jamaica.”

hensibiel He handed the man his 
change and package and w as still con
versing w ith the tw o w hen suddenly 
the door w as pushed open and a  big, 
burly policeman bounced in. He laid 
his strong  hands on both men. “Jack  
H alloran ,” he said, “and Joe Winter- 
bottom , I a rre st you in the nam e of the 
Queen! Steady now, my men. and ndl 
fuss, if you please. The game is up! l! 
have plenty of help outside. So ju st le t 
me pu t these little  ornam ents on your 
w rists, and the quicker you are about it 
the  b e tte r  all around.”

The jew eler chuckled. A fter all he 
had been right, and these fellows were 
sharpers. He nodded h is head com
placently  as he looked on. The fellows 
were rem arkably  good-natured, though 
thoroughly crestfallen. They did not 
offer the slightest resistance.

“ M ighty hard  luck, Joe ,” said John  
Halloran, “ and ju st w hen we was off 
for the  W est Indies, too. Well, say, 
officer, you a in ’t  a-going to d rag  us 
through the streets like this, are ye?-’

"N ot by a jug fu l,” answ ered the pcs 
liceman. “ Know you and your gang 
too-w ell. Ye shall have all the style 
you w ant, boys. I have a grow ler 
r ig h t outside the door, and ye shall be 
driven to th e  Mansion House. And 
now, sir,” he said, tu rn ing  to the jew 
eler, “ w hat have these fellows been do
ing here?”

‘’Bought one thousand pounds s te rl
ing w orth of w atches each of them , and 
paid me each w ith  a one thousand 
pound sterling  note.”

“ Hold on! hold on!” cried the officer, 
pulling  out his pocketbook and hastily 
opening it. “ N um ber fourteen thou
sand th ree hundred and three, a in 't it?”

“ Yes, yes,” nodded the  jew eler.
“And num ber seventy-three thousand 

eigh t hundred and nine?’’
“To be sure,” chuckled the m erchant.
“Both stolen from  the  E arl of Aber

deen. You’ll rem em ber th a t b ig burg
lary  a  few w eeks ago, sir? I t  w as the 
ta lk  of all London, and them 's the fel
lows th a t did it.” The jew eler’s eyes 
danced w ith  vanity  and gratified pride. 
He would come in as a w itness in  th a t 
celebrated  case. All London would 
ta lk  about him  and his sharpness.

“ Well, I ’ll te ll you w hat I w ill do, sir,” 
continued the  officer. “ Ju s t hand me 
them  tw o one- thousand-pound sterling  
notes, and le t your young m an go out 
w ith me and take  the w atches to  the 
cab. We shall need a ll th is as corpus 
delicti, as the barris ters say, sir. And 
yon, yourself, m ust come in half an 
hour to  the  Lord Mayor’s office; we 
shall require your testim ony, sir. 
H ere,” scribbling a  few words, “here 
is the  nam e of the  case, sir, and th a t’s 
me own nam e and num ber. Don’t  fail 
to  come. This is a very im portant 
catch and will reflect credit on you, sir.”

The men w ere m arched down-stairs 
by the policeman, the  clerk  w ith  the 
tw o packages b rought up the rear. 
T he m en w ere bundled into the  eab. 
The policem an seated him self opposite 
to  them , tak ing  the w atches on h is lap, 
and all th ree  w ere driven off ostensibly 
to  the  Mansion House. H alf an hour 
la te r  the  jew eler presented him self full 
of pride a t the  Loi-d M ayor’s office, bu t 
th e  tw o rogues and the  pretended po- 
licem an failed to  m aterialize.—Jew 
elers’ W eekly.

eiitv' Jkoee take it all, so am I. Well. 
tarot . ’ ßrood foilnw -întf c4otv *;nfan® i ^ ^ p 7 d ,fellow- j ust  stay here til l
“ —"ftas* ^on t  «  an t to  carry  the
«ntrif stn® you do. Ju s t ’elp me select.”

w  course Ï  will.. . .  —  ’Ow much are you
-b to hinvest?”

* w ^ b0Uta thousan puns.” The 
oy this time had become th o r

ite L aWake’ fe' t  sure th e  coup 
' coining and he doubled his

—One of the industries of London is 
the selling of sea w ater, which is de
livered a t the purchaser's house for tw o
pence a  gallon. I t  is brought to town 
every night by the railroad companies.

—A new California industry  has been 
sta rted  a t Santa Monica. I t  is th a t of 
putting  up mussels in glass ja rs  by a 
process th a t m akes them  exceedingly 
palatable.

—Tlie Irish  R egistrar General, in his 
report on the potato crop in Ireland, 
announces that.780,901 acres of potatoes 
were planted in 1890, as against 787,234 
acres in the preceding year, and th a t 
the yield had decreased 1,037,193 tons.

—The largest olive-oil factory in  the 
world will soon be bu ilt a t  Los Guilicos, 
in Sonoma county, Cal. The p lan t w ill 
cost a  q u arte r of a million. The com
pany 'vas sixty acres of six-year-old trees, 
and is p lanting  700 acres.

—One of the g reatest problem s >f th e  
fu ture is thought to be the tran s 
form ation of carbon energy into light 
upon the same principle th a t the glow
worm and firefly give the ir light, and 
w hen a single pound of com bustible 
m aterial w ill furnish as much light as 
is now obtained from a ton  of coal.

—To detect fecal m atter in drinking 
w ater, Greiss recommends a feebly al
kaline solution of para-diazo-benzol- 
sulphuric acid, which, w ith w ater con
tam inated as indicated, w ill produce a 
yellow discoloration w ithin five min
utes. T ry  it  on the  old w ell nex t sum 
mer.

-According to  an account from  Milan, 
the N ational B ank of Ita ly  is actively 
interested in the  organization of an 
Ita lian  steam ship company for East 
Africa. The capital of the company is 
to  be 20,000,000 francs (about §4,000,000), 
and its immediate object will be to  con
nect the Somali and Zanzibar coasts by 
a line of Ita lian  steam ers, so as to  be in
dependent of the  English enterprise.

-The base of celluloid is common 
paper; by action of sulphuric and nitric 
acids it  is changed to  gun cotton, then 
dried, ground, and m ixed w ith  from 
tw enty  to  forty  per cent, of camphor, 
a fte r which it  is ground fine, colored 
w ith powder colors, cast in sheets, 
pressed very hard, and a t las t baked be
tw een sets of super-heated rollers.

—R ear Admiral Belknap, of the 
U nited S tates Navy, combining h is dis
covery of the g rea test oceanic depths 
yet found in the Japanese Kuro Siwo 
with w hat o ther explorers h a w  found 
in different oceans, announces the con
clusion th a t, “as a  rule, the deepest 
w ater is found, no t in the central parts 
of the g rea t oceans, bu t near, or ap
proxim ately near, the land, w hether of 
continental mass or island isolation.” 

-The specific g ravity  of » new-laid 
egg varies from  1.080 to  1.090; an egg, 
therefore, is heavier th an  sea w ater, the 
specific gravity  of which is 1.030. When 
kept, eggs rapidly lose weight, and be
come specifically ligh ter than  w ater; 
th is is owing to  the dim inution of bulk 
in the  contents of the  egg, the  conse
quence of which is th a t a portion of the 
inside of the egg comes to be filled with

T h e  W o r th  o f  T o b a cc o  t o  F ra n ce .

Frenchm en are about to e rec t a mon
um ent to  Je an  Nicot. who introduced 
tobacco in France. Nicot, while Am
bassador to  P ortugal in 1560, sen t a 
package of tobacco seed to  the  Queen 
Catharine de Medici in  Paris. The 
weed throve so w ell on French soil 
th a t sixty years la te r  Cardinal R ichelieu 
found it  w orth  his while to  begin col
lecting  the  first F rench tobacco tax . 
In  1697 th is ta x  w as 40 sous on th e  100 
pounds. Shortly  afterw ard  the annual 
product of the  tax  "was some §50,000. 
In  1718 the righ t to the  product of the 
tax  was le t ou t to the collector for 
§3,200,000. Betw een 1719 and 1730 the 
tax  w as no* collected. I t  was re in tro 
duced a t the  la tte r  date, and in 1791 
w as again abolished. Napoleon I. in 
1810 began collecting the ta x  by m eans 
of a  Governm ent monopoly. The first 
Em pire go t some 88,000,000 annually  
from  the tax, and in 1830 th e  product 
w as §9,000,000. In  the follow ing half 
century  the  tax  grew  to  §48,000,000. Al
together, the  tax  has b rought • the  
F rench  Governm ent §1,800,000,000. No 
w onder th a t  enthusiastic F rench smok
ers have suggested th a t  the  Govern
m ent could w ell afford to  com m em orate 
in pure gold the  fam e of N icot.—N. Y 
Sun.

v,-Qe&S' ^ ' t h  due care he dis- 
y j ™  Roods, and the tw o fellows 
J ?  selected another one thousand

, 8̂ er'ing worth of watches, 
her one, a one thousand pound 

note was offered in paym ent 
auu >̂er *w a This tim e the jew- 

snr® that the note w as a  fo rfeit

just told your friend,” said he, 
“ haven t  change enough in my 

-  118 annoying, bu t if you’H kind- 
. * ®°®ent I ’ll send the boy over 
oaok with the note. J u s t  m ake 

eomf°rtable. gentlem en; the 
-ÔLv back in an in stan t.” In  a  

returned, and again

^  note i s  perfectly good.” The 
^ . ^ j n o r e  astounded th an  ever. 

, -rc °e “act been m istaken in these 
pieious-looking characters and 

°7 7 >ness was a t f a u lt  
y  believe i t

He could 
His w ell-know n 

“ is knowledge of hum an 
heedeq correction. Incompre*

A  N e a r -S ig h te d  H o rse .

F or some years the  m ore hum ane 
am ong us have endeavored to  give our 
anim als the  benefits of medical skill, 
and em inent physicians and surgeons 
have no t hesita ted  to  come to  the  relief 
of suffering horses, cats or dogs. But 
we have read  of bu t one instance w here 
an optician w as called in. A w riter in 
an English publication re la tes how  he 
came to  the conclusion th a t  his favorite 
horse w as short-sighted: “ He had his
eyes exam ined by an  oculist, who certi
fied th a t  the horse had a No. 7 eye and 
required  concave glasses. These were 
obtained and fitted on the  horse’s.head. 
A t first the  horse w as a  li t t le  surprised, 
b u t he soon showed signs of the  keen 
est pleasure, and he now stands a ll the 
m orning looking over th e  half-door of 
h is stable w ith  his spectacles on, gazing 
around him  w ith  an a ir of sedate en
joym ent. W hen driven his m anner is 
a ltogether changed from his form er 
tim idity , b u t if pastured  w ithout his 
spectacles on he hangs about the gate, 
w h innying  in  a  m inor key. I f  the  spec
tacles are  replaced, he kicks up his 
heels and scam pers about w ith d e lig h t1 
—Union Signal.

—The production of paper in the en
tire  world is estim ated to  be 3,000,060,000 
pounds per year. T here are 884 paper 
m ills and 1,106 paper machines in th is 
country. Germ any has 809 m ills and 
891 machines; France, 420 m ills and 525 
machines: England, 361 m ills and 541 
machines; Scotland, 69 m ills and 98 m a
chines; Ireland, 13 m ills and 13 m a
chines; Russia, 133 m ills and 137 m a
chines, and Austria, 220 m ills and 270 
machines.

—One of the  m ost hazardous m anufac
turing  processes is likely soon to  become 
a th ing  of the  past. The g rea t increase 
of celluloid m anufacture in recen t years 
has made cam phor so scarce and dear 
th a t the  chem ists have been exerting  
them selves to find a substitu te  for th a t 
gum. Some one has now succeeded in 
doing so, and a  company has been 
formed to  m anufacture the new prod 
uct, which is described as possessing 
a ll the  good qualities of the old inflam
m able compound of gun cotton and 
camphor, w hile being cheaper and, in 
addition, absolutely incombustible.

SIBERIAL SOIL.

A N  E X C E P T I O N A L  C A S E . P U N G E N T  P A R A G R A P H S .

T h e  M ost S o u th ern  T o w n  o f  th e  A m er ica n  
C o n tin en t.

We reached Punta Arenas in the 
night, anchored, and slept happily un til 
daybreak, when we blew the steam- 
whistle to w arn the inhabitants of our 
presence. At length the captain of the 
port came on board, and we were a t 
liberty  to go ashore: but the landing 
was difficult and dangerous: owing to  the 
roughness of the w ater and the primi
tiveness of the moles, we had to be 
hoisted out of the ship's boat with ropes. 
The tow n does not offer much to  in
te rest the visitor. In  the bay are two 
coal hulks, an American schooner a t 
anchor, several small coasting schooners, 
used for seal-fishing and local service, 
and a Chilian survey steam er. To the 
north  of the tow n is a governm ent 
depot, w ith half a dozen buoys lying on 
the sandy shore, and looking from a 
distance like gigantic spinning tops. 
Still fu rth er to the north is an old 
light-house tower, painted red and 
white, which w as used by the German 
astronom ical mission a t the tim e of the 
last passage of Venus. Beyond the 
light-house the land becomes flat, and 
stretches out into the w ater, form ing a 
long sandy spit, w ith a conical beacon 
on the extrem e point. Hence the name 
of the se ttle m e n t—Sandy Point. 
The town is of very recent ori
gin, but it has grown rapidly, 
and now has a population of 922 souls, 
the whole T erritorio  de M agellanes 
having a population ot 2,08(5, of whom 
about 800 are foreigners of various 
nationalities, the chief capitalists and 
business people being German or En
glish. The houses are solidly bu ilt of 
wood, the best of them  having corru
gated iron roofs. Most of the buildings 
are painted w hite; some have w alls and 
roofs of -fcne same deep red color; the 
roofs are, of couse, sharply pointed to 
throw  off the rain. The general aspect 
of things there is new and prosperous. 
The principal business houses are Ger
man. Punta Arenas is a free port, and 
the g rea t center for supplying the sheep 
farm s and various settlem ents on the 
opposite islands of the T erra  del Fuego 
group, southern Patagonia, and the 
Falk land Islands. In  these rainy and 
apparently  inhospitable regions the 
g rea t industry is sheep-farming. There 
is also much gold-dust in the rivers and 
to rren ts , and silver and coal mines in 
the neighborhood, bu t h itherto  they 
have not been worked with success. 
I t  is curious to  note th a t the 
shepherds who come to  Punta Are
nas to  buy goods and provision? often 
pay in gold-dust, which they gather 
in the  stream s near which their flocks 
are feeding. .Skins and furs form a 
second im portant industry; seal and 
sea-otters abound in the various chan
nels betw een the islands of T erra  del 
Fuego and of the S tra its of Magellan, 
and th ree tim es a year the Patagonian 
Indians ride into Pnnta Arena? to sell 
the produce of the ir hunting  excursions, 
namely, puma, ostrich , guanaco and 
silver-fox skins. The exportation of 
fu rs is an im portant business here, and 
the  port, standing as it  does in the regu
la r  steam er track, is destined to  g reater 
and greater prosperity. When we re
turned on board we found tw o Danish 
fu r dealers displaying the ir stock  of 
m erchandise and endeavoring to do 
business with the passengers. The 
skins were spread out over the hatches 
on the a ft deck—ostrich, guanaco, seal, 
o tter, puma, fox—looking soft and 
warm, and interspersed w ith a few In
dian curiosities, such as bows, arrows, 
spears, lassos, shell-work, spurs, models 
of bark  canoes, and the  terrib le  bolas, 
which the Patagonians and the ir pupils, 
the Argentine gauchos, use to  hun t the 
ostrich. The Osiris landed our m ailbag 
and a dozen sacks of potatoes, and took 
on board a quan tity  of ostrich feathers 
to be delivered in Havre, and then  pro
ceeded on her w ay.—Thepdore Child, in 
H arpers’ Magazine.

O ne In* a n c e  In W h ich  H o n e sty  W a s îîo t  
th e  B e s t  P o lic y .

A polite man, w ell dressed and benev
olent of countenance, called on the 
superin tendent of the K. & F. railway.

“I  shall no t detain you b u t a mo
m ent,” said the stranger, accepting the 
chair which the railroad man cour- 
teous’y offered, “ for my business, though 
of much im portance to me, may be ol 
sm all concern to so rich a corporation 
as the one you represent. E arly  this 
m orning 1 got on a tra in  a t Bradways.
I had ju s t tim e enough to catch the 
train , and consequently did not get a 
ticket. The tra in  w as crowded and tha 
conductor did not get around to me; 
indeed, I looked for him bu t could no( 
find him, so I came in w ithout paying 
my fare. As I rem arked a moment ago, 
it may be of small concern to your rich 
corporation, but it is an im portant m at
te r  to  my peace of mind. My conscience, 
sir, would not perm it me to  pocket 
money th a t belongs to  others: and so I 
have called to grive you one dollar and 
a  half. Here is your money.”

The superintendent took the money 
and said: “ Such honesty! sir, is ex
trem ely rare. Would you mind telling 
me your nam e?”

“Surely not. “ I am R. B. Millirons.’
) “ T hank you. I have to step in t 

another room a moment. Will yot 
kindly aw ait my re tu rn?”

“Assuredly, sir.”
The superintendent w ent into a room 

some distance away, and, over the  tele
phone, called up the sheriff’s office. 
“ Make out a w arran t for the a rre st of 
one R. B. Millirons, for robbery, and 
send an officer here a t once.”

The superintendent returned to the 
room where he had left the honest and 
courteous visitor. “We are having some 
very p leasant w eather for the time of 
year,” said the superintendent.

“ Yes, very. Indeed. I w as thinking 
th is m orning th a t we should all feel 
thankfu l for the m any blessings show
ered upon us. The sensational th rea t of 
a  money panic has passed, and a nrnn 
ber of vile and grinding tru sts have gone 
to  the  w all of justice. Well, I m ust be 

•going. I owe a grocer for a  b arre l of 
flour and promised to pay him  this 
morning,

“P ray  don’t  be in a hurry. I t  is so 
ra re  th a t one m eets such a m an th a t a 
little  ta lk  w ith him  is refreshing.” 

“You greatly  surprise me,” said the 
visitor. “I have never had much to  do 
w ith  high railroad officials, and have 
heard  th a t they  are as a class harsh  and 
imperious. . I m ust say, however, th a t 
you are one of the m ost agreeable men 
it has ever been my good fortune to 
m eet.”

“ Don't m ention it,” the superintend
en t answered, looking tow ard the door. 
“Please don 't be in a hu rry ,” he added 
as the visitor arose.

“I should like to  stay longer bu t 
really  I m ust go and pay for th a t flour.

“O, the fellow can wait. Come in.” 
A m an had appeared in thb doorway. 
“This is he,” (pointing to the honest 
fellow.

“ I am a deputy sheriff,” said the 
new-comer, addressing the honorable 
gentlem an, “and I have a w arran t for 
your arrest.

“ W hat? A w arran t for my arrest? I 
don’t  understand you. sir.

“ Perhaps I can explain,-’ said the su
perintendent. “ Some tim e ago, some
body robbed an express messenger on 
one of our trains, and 1 am convinced 
th a t you are the man. I never saw you 
before, and of course know nothing 
about you. bu t a man th a t would come 
in to  pay a railroad one dollar and a 
half th a t a  conductor had failed to col
lect is e ither a fool or a robber, and as 
you are not a fool you m ust be the other

—The song “They’re  A fter Me” Is a 
catchy air.—L ancaster Gazette.

—If some people would alw ays thinly 
tv/ice before they  speak, they  would 
keep still a  good deal.—Ram’s Horn.

—Mrs. S trict—“ I know your m other 
brought you up to  respect old age.” 
Miss Clipper—“Yes, indeed; she didn’lj 
even allow us to  laugh a t an old joke.” 

—Comforting.—D ram atist (first night) 
“ Ha! is th a t a m an hissing?” Manar 

ger— “No. I t  is a m an in one of th a  
back seats snoring. He has a  peculiar 
snore, hasn’t  he?”—N. Y. Sun.

—Superfluous.—“ But, Mrs. Brown,yon 
don’t  seem to take  any in terest in the 
poetical productions of your husband.” 

Why should I? I have him  him self."— 
Fliegende B latter.

—Cora—“I  would w ait ever so long 
for any m an th a t could love me for my
self alone.” Violet—“ W hat patiencel 
And you have already w aited so many 
years.”—N. \ \  Ledger.

—Chawley—“ W hat are you aU bun
dled up and shivering so for th is warm  
day?" Algy—“ Why, i t’s English, you 
know, my deah boy. The w eather’« 
very cold in Lunnon."—Buffalo Express.

—Mrs. Singleboy—I  .hope, John, you 
are no t too hard  on Jack  a t  the office. 
You know he is our idol child. Mr. 
Singleboy [(w ith a sigh)—Yes, Mary, he 
is indeed our idle child.—Pittsburgh 
Bulletin.

You claim th a t you w ere insane 
w hen you proposed to  her?” “Yes, 
sir.” “Can you prove it?” “ Yes, sir.” 
“ How?” “ By producing the plaintiff in 
court and le tting  the  ju ry  look a t  h er.” 
—Exchange.

—A new farcical comedy brought out 
in New York is called “Nerves.”  A fter 
the critics get through w ith  it the  m ana
ger m ay know  the m eaning of “ shat
tered  nerves.”—N orristow n Herald.

—“ Your poem is good, b u t I  do not 
like the repetition of ideas.” “ I am not 
aware, sir, th a t I have repeated my
self?” “ No—b u t you have repeated 
Shakespeare and T hackeray and several 
o thers a ll the  w ay through .”—Epoch.

When a girl is sixteen her ideal man 
is nam ed Reginald. W hen she is tw enty- 
four it  doesn’t  m atte r to  her very much 
w hat h is nam e is so long as i t  wUl work 
w ell on the business end of a  check.— 
Somerville Journal.

—T ravers—“Do you know, it’s a  sin
gu la r thing, b u t every tim e I  have had 
a new suit I  have been engaged to  a 
different girL" Dashaway—“Heavens! 
W hen you get m arried w hat a  bill for 
your wife!”—Clothier and Furnisher.

■Deacon H ardscrabble (to passenger 
requiring  th ree  seats for him self and 
baggage)—“ You are  from  the  city, I 
presum e?” M r. Shoat—“ Yes; how did 
you know it?” Deacon H ardscrabble— 
‘O, we butchered our country hogs 

three m onths ago!”—N. Y. Herald.
—A Financial Discussion.—Old Man 

Moneybags (facetiously)—“Comp, my 
dear, aren’t  you going to  advise me? 
Here’s a m an th a t w an ts me to  lend 
him ten  thousand dollars on his Atchi
son stock. Now w hat would you advise 
me to  do?” Young Wife—“ Why, you 
know th a t I  don’t  know  anything about 
money.” Old Man Moneybags—“ Don’t 
know anything about money! T h a t’s 
p re tty  good, when you made as much in 
one day as I  have made in all my life." 
Young Wife—“ Why, when w as th a t?” 
Old Man Moneybags (uproariously)— 
‘W hen you m arried me.” Young Wife 

—“Yes, b u t a ll my friends have told 
me th a t  I  couldn’t  have made a worse 
bargain.”—Boston Courier.

O I L I N G  T H E  V E N T R I L O Q U I S T .

Is I m ita t io n  o f  a  S q u e a k in g  Sptndla  
P r o v e s  a n  cIJn p leasan t J o k e .

During a  sea voyage a ventriloquist 
made friends w ith the engineer of the 

fellow. At any ra te  we will try  you on ghip and w as an owed to  en ter the en- 
the charge of robbery.” gine-room. He took a  seat in the corner,

The fellow was tried, w as proved 1
guilty  and is now serving a term  in the 
pen itentiary .—A rkansaw  Traveler.

I n  S o m e  P la c e s  i t  Is F r o r e n  S ix  H u n d red  
F e e t  D eep .

F or m any years scientists have been 
perplexed over the  phenomenon of a 
certain  w ell a t  Y’akutsk . Siberia. As 
long ago as 1828 a  Russian m erchant 
began to  sink th is noted well, and, after 
w orking on i t  for th ree years, gave i t  up 
as a  bad job, having a t  th a t tim e sank 
i t  to  a depth of th irty  feet w ithout 
ge tting  through the frozen ground. He 
com m unicated these facts to  the  Rus
sian Academy of Science, who sen t men 
to  tak e  charge of the digging operations 
a t  the  w onderful well. These scientific 
gentlem en toiled aw ay a t the ir w ork for 
several years, b u t a t  la s t abandoned it 
w hen a  depth  of 382 feet had  been 
reached, w ith  th e  ea rth  still frozen as 
hard  as a  rock. In  1844 the academy 
had  the tem peratu re of the soil a t  the 
sides of th e  w ell taken  a t various depths. 
From  the  da ta  thus obtained they  came 
to  the  s ta rtlin g  conclusion th a t  the 
ground w as frozen to  a depth exceeding 
600 feet.

A lthough i t  is  know n to  m eterologista 
th a t the pole of th e  low est know n tem t 
peratu re is in th a t region of Siberia, i t  
is conceded th a t  no t even th a t rigorous 
clim ate could force frost to such a g rea t 
depth below th e  Surface. A fter
ing  on the  sub ject for over a  q u a rte r  of 
a  century, geologists have a t la s t come
to  the conclusion that the g rea t frozen 
vaUey of the Lena river was deposited, 
frozen ju s t as it is found to-day, during 
the  gTeat grinding up era of the  glacial 
epoch.—M echanical News.

S c o tt  In A ll H is  G lory .

“ Now look a t Castle G arden,” said 
one of those old Bow eryites who are 
alw ays giving reminiscences, “while I 
te ll you my first memory of it. I t  was 
ju st a fte r the Mexican w ar, about forty  
years ago, when the splendiferous 
conqueror of Mexico, Gen. Winfield 
Scott, appeared there  a t a  reception 
given him  a fte r his re tu rn  here. I t  w as 
the  g randest th ing  th a t had been seen 
up to th a t tim e in Castle Garden. The 
victorious hero, who had a m ajestic fig
ure, w as proud th a t night: he w as gor
geously arrayed in the m ilitary  style 
th a t gave him the nicknam e of “ Fuss 
and Feathers;” he m arched in an im
perious way to  the fron t of the p la t
form, and I te ll you he looked toplofti- 
cal as he bowed before the welcoming 
shouts of the m ultitude in the decorated 
ro tunda of Castle Garden. I t  w as a  
g rea t n ig h t for Winfield Scott and for 
the whole city as fa r  up as Union 
square. 1 could te ll of many another 
spectacle of the old tim es in Castle G ar
den, bu t not of a g rander one than  
th a t .”—N. Y\ Sun.

and pulling his h a t down over his eyes 
appeared to  be lost in reverie. Pres
ently  a  certain  p a r t of the machinery 
began to  squeak. The engineer oiled it, 
and w ent about his usual (Juties. In the 
course of a 7-w m inutes the squeaking 
w as heard again, and the  engineer 
rushed out can- in hand, to  lubricate the 
same spindle. Again he returned to his

H e  M ay b e  G o in g  Vet.

A t an open-air m eeting in London the 
follow ng incident took place: A stree t 
preacher was holding forth  in the East 
End when a drunken soldier came up 
and loudly ridiculed the whole service.
Finding th a t it w as uselsss to  ignore post, bu t it  w as only a few minutes 
the m an the preached quickly decided until the same old spindle was squeak- 
on his course of action. “ Ah, my friend, ing louder than  ever, 
you re no soldier; you’ve only borrowed “Confound the thing!” he yelled, 
those gay red clothes. No servant of is bewitched!” 
the queen would get drunk  and inter- More oil was administered, bu t the 
ru p t a peaceful service.” Of course the engineer began to be suspicious as to  its 
m an w arm ly protested th a t he w as a cause. S o o n  the spindle began to squeak 
soldier, and invited the preacher to tes t again, and, slipping up behind the ven- 
him. “Very w ell,” was the reply. “ I triloquist, the  engineer squirted half a 
wiU. Now, then, stand a t  ease.” This p in t of oil down the joker’s back, 
th e  soldier did as well as h is drunken “There, said he, “ th a t spindle won t 
condition allowed. “ Right about face!” | squeak any m ore.” London Tid-Bits.

T

This also w as accomplished w ith some 
trouble. “Now, quick march!” And 
off he went, m arching down the Mile 
End road a t a  desperate speed, unable, 
apparently , to see through the open-air 
preacher's successful maneuver. — Chi
cago Times._______________

• S a v ed  F r o m  an  A w fu l D e a th .

Briggs—I see th a t while a b u rg lar 
was clim bing the side of a  house the 
o ther evening it  was struck  by light
ning.

Griggs—Was the burg lar h u rt?
Briggs—O, no. He w as on the  ligh t

ning rod.—Jury^  _______

,  F o r e ig n  Club* In A m er ica .

Clubs composed of foreigners exist in 
all the big cities of the  world. They 
are  nearly  all prosperous, except in the 
City of New York. English clubs I w^ en they  find tim e to  take  *their hot 
which have been founded there from | bath  and the  vapor has fifteen m inutes

D ust a n d  th e  C om plexion.

Dust is the g rea t enemy of h ealth  and 
of women’s good looks. I t  se ttles in 
the skin, especially w here there is a 
little  steam  to help it; the  w ax and oUy 
m atter of the skin fix i t  t i l l  no ordinary 
washing will remove it. W rinkles are 
accentuated by it, as they  have a  deeper 
bed to  draw  in the dust w ith  the  stylus 
of time. T hat is the  reason so many 
women look about ten  years younger

H e P r e fer r e d  t h e  E x p ress .

Morris Towne—I though t you said 
th is w atch had a  tra in  movement!

Jew eler—So I did.
M orris Tow ne—Well, i t  stops every 

five minutes!
Jew eler—Probably  it is an accommo

dation train .

tim e to  time have failed, and the Cana
dian Club found it  necessary to  throw  
off its restrictions on m em bership and 
adm it o ther persons th an  Canadians be
fore it  became successful. The French 
societies in New Y ork have a very lib
eral percentage of American members, 
and the German clubs are a ll rapidly 
becoming American institutions. In  
London therç. are tw o clubs which are
exclusively American in membershiiship
and m anagem ent, and there  are  good 
English clubs in Berlin V ienna.— 
Chicago Herald.

or more to  soften the tissues. T here is 
nothing like steam  fo r plum ping up the 
skin and w ashing ou t the  grime whicV 
clouds every complexion no t daily 
trea ted  to  soap and ho t w ater. How 
m any have the  heating  pipes of the 
furnace cleared of the year’s accumu
lation  of dust? From  th e  pipe coils it 
is ready t j  en te r lungs and skin, and, 
being deadest of a ll dead m atter, i t  is 
itse lf  death  to  hair, to  freshness of 
complexion and general vigor.—Shirley 
P are , in D etroit F ree Preea-


