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I won'U-r c i «U winnnui a ir  
Like Lizzie is when we go out 

To theater.-- ■in' c o m e r 's  w here 
Is things the papers ta lk  about, 

po  o ther wim min fre t an ’ stew  
Like they wuz bein' erucifled,

F re ttin ' a show or concert th rough.
W ith wonderin ' ef the  baby cried :

Now, Lizzie knows th a t  g ra n 'm a 's  th ere  
To see th a t every th ing  is r ie h t;

Yet Lizzie th inks  th a t  g ran 'm a 's  care  
Ain' t good enuff f 'r  baby, qu ite ;

Yet what am I to answ er when 
She kinds uv fidgets by m y side,

An’ asks me every  now an then :
•T wonder cf the baby cried?”

Seems like she seen two l it tle  eyes 
A-pinin' f’r  th e ir  m o th e r 's  sm ile;

Seems like she hcarn  the p leadin ' c ries 
Fv  one she th in k s  uv all the while;

An' so she 's  sorry  th a t she come.
An' though she a lius  trie s  to hide 

The tru th , she 'd  ru th c r  s ta y  to hum  
Then wonder ef th e  baby cried.

Yes, wimmin folks is a ll alike,
By Lizzie you kin jedge the re s t ;

There never wuz a lit tle  tyke.
But th a t his m o th er loved him  b e s t  

An’ next to bein ' w hat I he.
The husband uv my gen tle  bride, 

l it wisht I wuz th a t croodlin ' wee,
W ith  Lizzie w onderin ' ef I cried.

-Eugene Field, in A lbany Evening  Journa l.

S A V E D  B Y  A  B O M B .

How a  Civil W ar C ourt-M artia l 
W as Suspended.

It was du ring'the siege of P e te rsb u rg  
In the sum m er of 1804. A to rr id  su n  
sent its rays pouring  dow n u n m erc ifu l
ly. The red V irg in ia  soil b eh ind  th e  
union line defenses had  been pu lverized  
by transporta tion  team s, l ig h t a r tille ry , 
siege tra in s  and th e  fee t of th e  so ld ie rs  
so th a t w herever one w en t i t  w as w ad 
ing through a foot o r m ore o f v e ritab le  
brick dust. T he te m p e ra tu re  of th e  
gopher holes, bom b proofs, covered 
ways and trenches, w here  th e  m u lti
tude of arm ed m en lay  to  escape th e  
sheet of lead  and iron  ha il con tinually ’ 
passing over them , w as th e  a ir  of a 
fiery furnace. I t  w as ho t as tlie  b re a th  
of cannon and  heavy  w ith  pow dered  
soil and w ith e rin g  vapors. I t  w as the  
oppressive, a lm ost in to le rab le  a tm o s
phere of a siege th a t  only’ those w ho 
experienced and  endured  can  u n d e r
stand. T he shade of th e  few  iso la ted  
pines th a t  had here  and  th e re  escaped  
the ax of the  eng ineer and q u a r te r 
m aster w as a  welcom e source o f occa
sional relief. Sheltered  by  a h ill  o r ris 
ing knoll sufficient to  p ro te c t from  th e  
death  tem pest th a t  sw irled  above, i t  be
came a veritab le  p arad ise  to  those  p riv 
ileged to bask  in its  com para tive  cool. 
I t  was to such re tire d  spo ts  th a t  the  
boys in blue repa ired  'w h en ev er they’ 
received perm ission, in  sm all g roups, to  
leave the  trenches to  re fre sh  them 
selves by a b rea th in g  spell. H ere  the.v 
were w ont to indu lge in  th a t  seductive  
and fascinating  gam e, devoid o f m o ra l 
turp itude in the  army’, d ra w  poker. I t  
was in such com parative  safe  sh e lte r , 
too, th a t the  freq u e n t c o u rts -m a rtia l 
and councils of officers w ere  held.

I t  is a c o u rt-m ar tia l in c id en t th is  
story relates, C o u rts-m artia l in  th e  
terrib le days of th e  w a r w ere  as fre 
quent as casualties and  d ire  as th e  e le 
m ents of destruction . T h ey  w ere  of th e  
drum head varie ty  and th e ir  decisive 
findings were often m ade k n o w n  to  th e  
arm y only  by the sm o thered  rep o rt of 
half a dozen rifles from  som e su n k en  
guleh on an iso la ted  decliv ity . T h is  
sim ultaneous d e to n a tio n  ca rried  its  
own significant im port, d ire  an d  y e t 
w ithou t dread, so calloused  had  th e  
stern d iscipline of w a r m ade th e  tru e  

. and pa trio tic  soldiery. T o th em  a  cow 
ard was even poor food fo r pow der. A 
deserter should su ffer m ore d isg race fu l 
execution, b u t shoo ting  him  like  a  eoyT- 
ote saved the  tim e and tro u b le  of hang- 
ing. No one who has had th e  ex p eri
ence w ill asseverate  th a t  officers de
ta iled for a d rum head  c o u rt-m artia l 
ever forgot th e  d ic ta te s  of h u m an ity , 
the  responsib ility  th a t  re s ted  upon  
them  or the  g rav ity  of th e  occasion. 
1 ’■ doubtless, in those days of sh a rp  
and perem ptory  action , w hen th e  u t 
most exactions of d iscipline w ere  re q u i
site  to preserve th e  m orals  o f th e  a rm y, 
the  victim s of the  g rim  au x ilia ry  co u rts  
often  experienced in ju s tic e —som etim es 
suffered d eath  undeservedly.

It happened a t  th e  place and  tim e 
m entioned. T he w rite r, a m oun ted  
officer of th e  line, had  ju s t rid d en  to  
th a t  po in t of th e  ea r th w o rk s  th a t  coiled 
abou t St. P e te rsb u rg  like  th e  fo lds of 
a sh in ing  anaconda an d  w as d esig n a ted  
as t o r t  Hell. Ilis  e rra n d  w as w ith  a 
general officer, w hom  he found  su r
rounded by  his s taff d irec tin g  th e  de
ta ils  of his com m and beh ind  th e  com 
parative  secu rity  of a red o u b t. Over 
th e ir heads sw ept and  whizzed th e  m is
siles of th e  enem y, w h irlin g  c louds of 
dust a m ile beyond on th e  low er p la ins, 
w here th ey  fell harm less. T o th is  day  
natives in th e  ne ighborhood  find i t  
p rofitab le to  plow  up an d  (ra ther th e  
tons of lead th a t  in  those  days tu rn ed  
the  red fields in  th e  v ic in ity  o f th e  
siege w orks in to  a  vast b an k  o f lead. 
"  engaged in  conversa tion  every 
once in  aw hile  one of those  in cend iary  
pro jectiles know n  as m o rta r  shells  
would d ro p d o w n  from  th e  c louds in  u n 
p leasan t p ro x im ity  to  th is  g roup  of offi
cers. One m ig h t sh ield  h im self beh ind  
b reastw orks  a g a in s t  m u sk e t sho t, c an 
non balls  an d  shell, b u t on ly  th e  recess 
of a gopher hole o r  a  heavily  covered  
bom b-proof w as a ssu ran ce  a g a in s t th e  
p enetra tion  of th e se  dead ly  in tru d ers, 
b e s tin g  securely , as m ig h t seem, in 
the  dep ths  of a  valley , e v e D  be
yond reach  of th e  w hiz  an d  
"  h irr  of sho t and  shell, th e  b lu e  sky  
above scarcely  v isib le  th ro u g h  th e  
Bulky air, one s com placen t rovery  w as

liab le  to  be ru d e ly  d is tu rb e d  by  one ui 
th ese  trem endous bom bs fa llin g  from  j 
th e  se ren ity  above w ith o u t th e  le a s t : 
p rem onition . I f  he  escaped to  te ll of 
th e  in c id en t i t  w as re la te d  as a m ere, j 
o rd in a ry , everyday  affa ir, th a t  w as all. I 
W h at m ay seem  to  th e  c iv ilian  a  s tra n g e  i 
an d  e x tra v a g a n t n a rra tio n , to  th e  v e t
e ra n  is com m onplace, w ith o u t novelty  
o r in te re s t. T h a t  is w hy, perh ap s, old 
so ld ie rs  w ho  love to  ta lk  of th e  w a r to  j 
th e ir  com rades find no e n jo y m en t in  re- ; 
la t in g  th e ir  experience  to  such  as a re  j 
devoid of th e  c re d u lity  b e g o tte n  of ex- j 
perience, w ho  a re  a p t  to  m an ife s t th e ir  
ap p reh en sio n  th a t  th e  n a r r a to r  d raw s 
th e  long  bow  w ith  reck less  d isregard .

T h e  can teen  h a d  ju s t  passed  around . 
F o r an  in s ta n t th e re  w as one o f those  
m om entous lu lls  th a t  everyone rem em 
bers w ho  h a s  experienced  th e  o p e ra tio n s  
of a siege o r a  b a ttle . T h e  so ld iers  
ra ised  th e ir  heads  to g lan ce  a lo n g  th e  
tren ch es  an d  ta k e  a  su rvey  o f th e  s ile n t j 
cam ps fa r  in  th e  d is tan ce  to  th e  rear. ! 
M en an d  officers m oved h i th e r  an d  j 
th i th e r  secu re  fo r th e  m om en t in  th e  ! 
silence. D eath  in  th e  a ir  re s ted  to  | 
ca tch  its  b re a th . T h en  from  a  g u lch  a t  
som e d is tan ce  cam e a  d u ll, m uffled ex- j 
plosion, and  a  c loud o f sm oke an d  dust 
r is in g  show ed th a t  a m o rta r  sh e ll from  ! 
th e  siege b a tte r ie s  of th e  enem y h a d  
fa l le n  an d  exploded. T h a t  w as  ail, 
an d  th a t  w as a ll an y o n e  th o u g h t a b o u t j 
it. H ut i t  h appened  a t  th a t  spo t an d  a t  j 
th a t  m om en t a  d ru m  h ead  c o u rt-m ar tia l j 
w as s i t t in g . A poo r dev il had  somehow’ 
im pressed  h is com m and ing  officer w ith  ; 
th e  b e lie f t h a t  h e  w as a cow ard . I  do n o t 
rem em ber, if I ever h ea rd , th e  p a rtic u - I 
lars. A t an y  ra te ,  he w as b e in g  tr ie d  
by a  d ru m h ead  c o u rt-m a r tia l in  th is  out- 
o f-the-w ay  p lace on th e  ch a rg e  o f cow 
ardice. Of course  th e  th e  p e n a l ty , if 
convicted , w as d ea th . A few  m in u te s  
h ad  passed  since th e  exp losion  of th e  
a rtif ic ia l aero lite . I t  h a d  b een  fo rg o t
ten , if  i t  h ad  been  m ade a  m a tte r  of 
even p ass in g  rem ark . T h e  g e n era l w as 
d ic ta tin g  to  h is  a d ju ta n t  general. Aids 
a n d  c le rk s  w ere  a ll  busy, w hen  su d d en 
ly  a n  ap p aritio n  ap p ea red  be fo re  them . 
I t  w as ev iden tly  a  so ld ier, b u t b a re 
headed, h is  h a ir  an d  face  begrim ed  
w ith  pow der an d  so covered  w ith  th ic k  
d u s t th a t ,  s a tu ra te d  w ith  re e k in g  p e r 
sp ira tio n , i t  r a n  in to  m u d  an d  gave 
him  th e  ap p ea ran ce  o f a  w ild  Ind ian . 
T he  hue  of his c lo th in g  h ad  ev iden tly  
once been b lue, b u t  i t  Was covered 
w ith  d ir t  and  to  a ll  ap p ea ran ces  fre sh 
ly  to rn  in to  shreds. H is a u d ac ity  in 
ap p ea rin g  in  such  a  p lig h t befo re  th e  
g en era l and  h is  s ta f f  w ith o u t even a sk 
in g  perm ission  w as th e  firs t w onder, 
b u t w h en  he d id  so w ith  th e  ex c lam a 
tio n : “ I am  no cow ard , g en era l!” s u r 
p rise  gave w ay  to  th e  in d u lg e n t im 
pression , “ a n o th e r  poor fe llo w  gone 
d a ft, p e rh ap s  a ffected  by  th e  h e a t .”

“ W ell, w ho  said  you  w ere?  W h a t do 
you w a n t here?  See to  him , a d ju ta n t ,” 
qu ick ly  spoke th e  g e n era l a n d  again  
tu rn e d  to  his w ork .

“ W h at is th e  m a tte r , s ir?  D on’t  you 
know  b e t te r  th a n  to  In tru d e  y o u rse lf 
th is  w ay  in  th e  p resence  of th e  g e n 
e ra l?” a sk ed  th e  aid. “ S p eak  up  a t 
once, s ir .”

" I  am  no cow ard , I do n ’t  w a n t  to  be 
sh o t fo r a co w ard ,” th e  poor fe llow  con 
tin u ed  p lead ing ly . “ W h a t am  I to  do?” 
be asked, w ip in g  th e  t r ic k lin g  g rim e 
and  m ud from  h is  face and  fo reh ead  
w ith  th e  re m n a n ts  o f th e  sleeve o f liis 
old  w oolen s h i r t  T hen , m ore  com pos
edly, he re la te d  how  he wras b e in g  tried  
fo r  cow ard ice  by  a  c o u rt-m a r tia l “dow n 
th e  g u lch  over th e re ;” how  a  tre m e n 
dous m o rta r  sh e ll had  d ropped , exp lod 
in g  an d  in te r ru p t in g  th e  p roceedings, 
k n o ck in g  h im  over, te a r in g  h is  c lo th 
ing . m u tila t in g  h is  body to  som e ex te n t, 
an d  h ad  le f t  h im  h a lf  d ead  a n d  h a lf  
b u ried ; how  he h ad  com e to , and . look 
in g  ab o u t, could see no one o f th e  offi
cers  before  w hom  he w as a t  th e  
tim e  b e in g  tr ie d  fo r  h is  life; and  
so he  h a d  com e to  th e  g en era l to  ask  
w h a t he  sh ou ld  do an d  to  te ll 
h im  be w as no  cow ard . A h u rr ied  in 
v e s tig a tio n  proved  th e  t r u th  of th e  poor 
fe llo w 's  sto ry . T h e  sh e ll h ad  exploded 
in  close p ro x im ity  to  th e  co u rt, b u t  th e  
accused  w as th e  on ly  one w ho h ad  su f
fe red  o th e r  inconven ience  th a n  a  des
p e ra te  shock of tlie  nerves. E v e ry  m em 
b e r  o f th e  c o u rt h ad  ex c ited ly  ta  lien 
h im self to  a  m ore secure  p lace an d  be
fo re  th e y  h a d  recovered  th e ir  com pla 
cency  suffic iently  to  rem em b er t h a t  th e y  
h ad  le f t  th e  p r iso n e r on th e  g ro u n d , th e  
l a t t e r  had  rep o rted  to  th e  g e n era l by 
w hose o rd e r h e  w as be in g  tried . I t  w as 
a lu ck y  fa ll fo r th e  so ld ier. T h e  com 
m an d e r th o u g h t he  h ad  show n  m ore in 
tre p id ity  th a n  th e  officers w ho  w ere  try 
in g  him . H e o rd e red  h im  to  re p o r t  to  
th e  c a p ta in  of h is  com pany  fo r d u ty . 
T h e  h o u r th a t ,  h a d  i t  n o t been  fo r  th e  
in te rp o s itio n  of th e  enem y, m ig h t have 
m ark ed  h is  d e a th  as a  c rav en  saw  him  
res to red  to  th e  confidence o f his com 
rades. A few  d ay s  a f te rw a rd s  he gave  
p roo f th a t  th is  confidence h ad  n o t been 
m isplaced. H e fe ll w ith  h is  face to  th e  
foe, in  th e  a ssa u lt t h a t  fo llow ed  th e  
fam ous m ine  explosion , a  h e ro .—O m aha 
Bee.

— “ Go o n .” re m a rk e d  th e  e a r th  to  th e  
com et; “ th e re  isn ’t  room  en o u g h  fo r 
you a ro u n d  h e re .” “ G re a t S co tt.” 
sobbed  th e  lu m in o u s v isito r; “ crow ded 
o u t fo r w a n t  of space! W ho do you  
th in k  I am —Vox P opu li?”—W ash ing ton  
S tar.

—Off an d  On.—Jo n es— “ H ow  a re  you 
g e tt in g  on  w ith  y o u r w ritin g ? ” B row n  
—“ B eau tifu lly . I g o t off fo u r poem s 
la s t  w eek .”— D etro it F ree  Press.

—J a c k —“ A re yo u  m a k in g  an y  h ead 
w ay  w ith  th e  g ir l? ” T om —“ Some; b u t 
i t  is offset by th e  foo tw ay  of th e  old 
g ep tlcm an . ”—U odev’fc

P U N G E N T  PA R A G R A PH S .

—“ F ig g s—“ Do you th in k  p e a n u ts  
h e a l th fu l? ”  F o g g —“ Yes, in d eed ; v e ry  
fa tte n in g . Look a t  th e  p o licem en .” — 
B oston  T ran sc rip t.

—“ W hy do you  th in k  M rs. T im pson  
is n o t g o in g a w a y ? ’’ S h e—"P o o h , d id n ’t  
I see h e r  p ack  a ll  th e  th in g s  she w ou ld  
need  r ig h t  in  th e  to p  of th e  t r u n k .” — 
I n te r  Ocean.

—T e a c h e r—“ Do p eas  g ro w  on v ines 
or on  b u sh es?”  P u p il (w hose f a th e r  
keeps a  su m m er b o a rd in g -h o u se )— 
“ T h ey  com es in  c an s .” —B oston T ra n 
scrip t.

—“ Use F ish  L iv er O il.” — P in x it— 
“ A nd xvhat’s D’A uber d o in g  th is  sea 
son?” S tip p le —“ P a in tin g  in  th e  C ats
k ills . I b e liev e .”  P in x i t—“ H um ph! On 
th e  C atsk ills, m ore lik e ly .” -—P ack .

—A Cool P ro p o sitio n .—S h e—“ I w a n t 
tw en ty -fiv e  d o lla rs  to  b u y  a Jap a n e se  
fa n .”  H e—“O, g e t  one o f th o se  five- 
c en t ones. I t  is e a s ie r  to  ra ise  th e  
w in d  a t  th a t  p ric e .” —T ex as  S if tin g s .

—Bob ( try in g  to  g ro w  a  m u s ta ch e )— 
“ I say , Tom , does i t  show  a t  a ll? ” 
Tom  (se rio u sly )—“ W ell, yes, a  l i t t le :  
b u t  n ev e r m ind . I do n ’t  th in k  an y b o d y  
w ill n o tice  i t . " —W ash in g to n  News.

—“ You’re  w ro n g  in  th in k in g  B ig ta lk  
a  cow ard . N o th in g  can  sca re  h im .” 
“ T h a t’s w h a t 1 said. I ’ve seen  h im  g e t 
f r ig h te n e d  a t  a  sh ad o w .” —T roy  P ress.

—“ Is Spooney a p t  to  m a rry  th a t  p re t
ty  g ir l  a t  th e  c ra v a t c o u n te r? ”  “ I 
th in k  he w ou ld  if  he  fe l t  th a t  she  cou ld  
b reak  h e rs e lf  of th e  h a b i t  of c a llin g  fo r 
‘c a sh .’ ” —P h ilad e lp h ia  Record.

—“ You m ade  a m is ta k e  in  c a llin g  
th a  t  d ra m a  of y o u rs  a  p la y  w ith o u t  a  
h e ro .” “ W hy? I t  h a sn ’t  a n y  he ro es.” 
“ I t ’s chock -fu ll o f them . E v ery  m an  
w ho  b rav es  an  au d ien ce  in  a  p la y  lik e  
th a t  is a  h e ro .” —H a rp e r’s B azar.

—S e c u rity .—“ A re you  a fra id  of b u rg 
la rs ? ” said  th e  la d y  w ho  w as  m a k in g  a 
s h o r t  v is it. “ N o t since o u r new  g ir l 
cam e. T h e  p o licem an  sp en d s m ost of 
h is  tim e  a t  o u r house n o w .” —W ash in g 
to n  S ta r.

— S h e—“ Mr. S innox, you o u g h t to  be 
asham ed  to  say  so m an y  m ean  th in g s  
a b o u t u s w om en. I c a n n o t im ag in e  
w h e re  you  g e t y o u r ideas.”  H e—“ F rom  
o th e r  w om en m o stly .” -—In d ian ap o lis  
Jo u rn a l.

—“O, d e a re s t, a id  you b r in g  th e  a t 
ta c h m e n t fo r m y  d iam o n d  lo c k e t?"  
“ W ell. no. precious! Don’t  be  a la rm ed , 
th o u g h : th e  sh e riff  m ay  b r in g  on e .” — 
N. Y. L edger.

—A dam s—-“ T h e re  a re  som e th in g s  
ch eap  in  N ew  Y ork. You can  r id e  in 
a n  open c a r  from  Ila r lem  to  th e  B a tte ry  
fo r a n ic k e l.”  B u rn s—Yes. pneum on ia  
an d  a n ine-m ile  rid e  a re  cheap  fo r  a 
n ic k e l.—T ex as  S iftin g s .

—Ite r  B ro th e r—“ W hy d id  you  p e rs is t  
in  u s in g  F ren c h  a t  th e  re c ep tio n  la s t  
n ig h t?  Y ou b u n g le d  th e  la n g u a g e  so 
f r ig h tfu lly  th a t  no  one u n d e rs to o d  
w h a t  you  sa id .”  Miss B u d d —“ In d eed ?
I d id , ev ery  w ord  of i t .” —B uffalo 
C ourier.

—A Boon to  M an k in d .—D eale r— 
“ T h is  is th e  fin es t b o a t in  th e  m a r
k e t .” C ustom er—“ W h at a re  i ts  specia l 
fe a tu re s? ” D ea le r—“ I t  h a s  s e a ts  w ith  
p o w erfu l sp rin g s  u n d e r  th em , t h a t  can 
be to u ch ed  off by  p re s s in g  a b u tto n , 
a n d  m ade to  h o is t o u t a n y  fool t h a t  
tr ie s  to  rock  th> b o a t.”  C u sto m er— 
“ N am e y o u r ow n prioe. ” —Puck .

—T h e  C hance o f Ilis  L ife .—Mr. ile n - 
p cck—“ My life  is  m ise ra b le .”  F r ien d  
—“ W h at’s  th e  m a tte r? ” Mr. ile n p ack  
—“ O, m v w ife  is  a lw a y s  fla rin g  up  a t  
so m eth in g , a n d  now  she is je a lo u s  of 
m y ty p e w r ite r .”  F .—“ J e a lo u s  of yo u r 
ty p e w rite r?  Good! T h is  is th e  chance  
of y o u r life .”  Mr. I I .—“ H ow ?”  F .— 
“ D ischarge  y o u r ty p e w rite r  a n d  le t 
y o u r w ife  ta k e  h e r  place, a n d  th e n  you  
w ill be  ab le  to  do  so m eth in g  y o u ’ve 
n ev er done  b e fo re  in  y o u r life .”  Mr. 
II.— “ W h at is th a t? ”  F .—“ D ic ta te  to  
y o u r w ife .” —N. Y. Press.

A n cie n t  W ay to  F o rce  C o n fess io n s.

In  a  re m o te  v illag e  in  H u n g a ry  a 
h u sb an d  a n d  b is  w ife  w ere  fo u n d  m u r
d e red  a n d  th e ir  m an  s e rv a n t be ing  
a r re s te d  confessed  th e  deed  b u t  s ta te d  
t h a t  th re e  b ro th e rs —n e ig h b o rs  of th e  
o ld  co u p le—h a d  p e rsu ad ed  h im  to  m u r
d e r  th e m  a n d  h ad  d iv ided  th e  spoils— 
so m e th in g  lik e  five h u n d re d  pou n d s— 
w ith  him . T h ese  th re e  b ro th e rs  w ere  
im m ed ia te ly  a r re s te d . T he  ju d g e , o u r 
V ien n a  co rre sp o n d en t says, d id  a n  u n 
u su a l th in g  on  th e  d ay  o f th e  fu n e ra l. 
He b ro u g h t th e m  in  ch a in s  to  th e  
ch u rc h y a rd , p laced  th e m  n e a r  th e  open 
g rav e  a n d  b a d e  th e  p r ie s t  in  h is  a d d re ss  
p ra ise  th e  good q u a li t ie s  o f th e  v ic tim s 
an d  e n d  w ith  th e  s ta r t l in g  w ords: “ A nd 
he re  s ta n d  th e ir  v ile  m u rd e re rs  a t  th e ir  

j g ra v e .”  T h is  w as  done  a n d  th e  ju d g e  
I in  th e  m e a n tim e  w a tch e d  th e  th re e  
i b ro th e rs ’ faces to  see if  th e y  looked 
] g u ilty .  T h is  fo rm  o f e x am in a tio n  caused  
I som e in d ig n a tio n  am o n g  th e  peop le  of 
i  th e  n e ig h b o rh o o d .—L ondon  News.

F a lc o n s  a s  M essen gers .

T h e  e x p e r im e n ts  of Co!. Sm ollon, of 
j th e  R u ssian  a rm y , w ith  fa lco n s  a s  car- 
| r ie rs  o f d isp a tch e s  have  p roved  suecess- 
; fill a n d  th e  R u ss ian  a rm y  h e re a f te r  

w ill em ploy  th e m  in  p re fe ren ce  to  th e  
! o rd in a ry  “ h o m in g ”  b ird s . T he  colonel 
I has fo u n d  th a t  th e  fa lco n  can  carry  
j 1,640 g ra m s  w ith o u t d im in ish in g  its  
; r a te  o f speed , w h ich  is co n sid e rab ly  

g re a te r  th a n  th a t  o f th e  p igeon . The 
j fa lcons, h e  says, a re  less  lik e ly  to  fa ll 

p re y  to  o th e r  b ird s , a s  th e y  a re  b e tte r  
f ig h te rs  th a n  th e  p igeons. I t  is  on rec- 

i o rd , a cc o rd in g  to  th e  officer, th a t  a 
fa lc o n  once flew  from  th e  C anary  

! is la n d s  to  th e  e s ta te s  o f th e  d u k e  of 
L a rm a  in  Spain . I t  seem s h ig h ly  p ro b 
a b le  th a t  th e  fa lco n  w ill becom e th e  
s e rv a n t o f o th e r  E u ro o e a n  a rm ie s ,—N. 
Y. T rib u n e .

PLAYING IT ON HUBBY.

S om e W ife ly  I /i t t le  S ch em es  fo r  O b ta in 
in g  F in e  C loth es.

T h ey  m e t on S ta te  s t re e t  one s u n 
sh in y  a fte rn o o n .

“ H ow  is  j’o u r h u sb an d ?”  a sk ed  th e  
w om an  w ith  th e  fo rg e tm en o ts  on h e r  
b o n n e t, a f te r  th e  firs t g re e tin g s  w ere  
over.

“ F e e lin g  p re t ty  w e ll, th a n k  y o n ,”  
rep lied  th e  w om an  w ith  th e  lace  cape. 
“ He a lw ay s  is w e ll in  th e  m idd le  o f th e  
m o n th .”

“ T h e  m idd le  o f th e  m o n th ?”  b la n k ly  
rep e a ted  th e  w om an  w ith  th e  fo rg e t
m eno ts  on  h e r  bo n n e t.

“ W hy, yes; th e re  a re  no  h ills  com ing  
in  th en , you know . Y ou see a b o u t th e  
28th he b eg in s  to  com pla in  t h a t  he  is 
fe e lin g  b ad ly , on  th e  29th he  is  w orse, 
a n d  b y  th e  firs t o f th e  m o n th  I re a lty  
tre m b le  fo r h is  life  u n d e r  th e  e x c ite 
m e n t o f g o in g  over th e  a cc o u n ts .” 

“ H um ph!”  e ja c u la te d  th e  w om an 
w ith  th e  lace  cape. “ T h a t ’s n o th in g ; 
w hy, m y h u s b a n d  th re a te n s  to  g e t  a 
divorce every  tim e  m y d re s sm a k e r’s 
b ill is  p re s en te d .”

“ Do you cry ?”  a sk ed  th e  o th e r  w o 
m an, b re a th le ss ly .

“ N ot a t  a ll; I te l l  h im  th e re ,is  n o th 
ing  w h ich  w o u ld  p lease  m e b e t te r .”

“ B u t you d on ’t  m ean ——”
“ Of course. I don’t;  b u t  h e  is so con- 

t r a r j ’ th a t  he  w o u ld n 't  do  it  th e n  fo r 
th e  w orld , so he ju s t  pays  th e  b il l  an d  
says no  m ore a b o u t i t . ”

“ Oh! N ow  m j’ s is te r  J u l ia  h a s  a n  ex 
c e llen t p la n —you k n o w  she is  a w fu lly  
e x tra v a g a n t—w ell, w h en  a  h il l  com es 
in th a t  h o rrifie s  even h e r  she  le tsdow ’n 
a ll th a t  y e llo w  h a i r  of h e rs  a n d  w hen  
h e r h u sb an d  com es in  h e  finds h e r  
w eep in g  b i t te r ly .”

“ Yes, j’es; go on ,”  c ried  th e  o th e r  
w om an, eag e rly .

“ Of course  h e  a sk s  w h y  she is c ry  ing, 
a n d  she says, ‘O, H aro ld , I am  such  a  
w re tch ; h e re  is Soandso’s b ill  a n d  i t  is 
aw fu l. You a re  so g e n ero u s  th a t  I 
know  y o u 'l l  pay  i t  w ith o u t a  w ord , b u t  
I ju s t  h a te  m yself fo r  co stin g  you  so 
m uch m oney .’ T h en  she c rie s  a n d  te a rs  
h e r h a ir .”

“ W ell?”
“ W ell, lie say s  th e  h ill is n o t so la rg e  

a f te r  a ll; k isses h e r, co m fo rts  h e r, and  
pays i t  w ith o u t a n o th e r  w o rd .”

“ W h at a n  a w fu lly  n ice  m an  h e r  h u s 
b an d  m u st be. N ow , th e re 's  Cora; h e r  
h u sb an d  used  to  rav e  lik e  a m adm an  
over h e r  b ills , th o u g h  h e  h a s  p le n ty  of 
m oney. F in a lly  Cora d e te rm in e d  to  
s to p  it. O, i t  is  too  good! W h at do 
you th in k  she d id ?”

“ I d on ’t  know . T e ll me q u ick .”
“ She la id  a ll  h e r  p lan s, a n d  one day  

h e r  h u s b an d  b ro u g h t hom e a  sw e ll 
fr ien d  to  d in n e r . As th e y  m o u n ted  th e  
fro n t s tep s  a n  e r ra n d  bo y  w ith  a  huge  
b u n d le  cam e up  also. Cora m e t th em  
a t  th e  doo r.”

“ W h at is th is ? ”  a sk ed  h e r  h u sb an d . 
Y ou see. he  th o u g h t  she h a d  b een  b u y 
in g  d ry  goods.”

“ Yes, I k now ; go o n .”
“  ‘T h ey  w a n ts  th e  th in g s  on  S a tu r. 

day , m um ,' sa id  th e  boy. ‘A ll r ig h t , ’ 
sa id  Cora, ta k in g  th e  b u n d le . T h en  
she tu rn e d  to  h e r  h u s b an d  an d  said: 
‘Y ou k now , d ear, you to ld  m e th a t  I 
w as ru in in g  you w ith  m y e x tra v a 
gance; th is  is som e p la in  sew in g  I in 
tend  to  do in  o rd e r to  pay  m y b il ls —it 
s h a ll n e v e r be  sa id  th a t  I ru in e d  my 
h u s b a n d .’ ”

“ W ell, I n ever; w h a t w as  th e  end  of 
it? ”

“ Oh! h e r  h u sb an d  h a s  n e v er com 
p la in ed  of a  b ill since, she  says. A nd 
you k n o w  how  Cora d resses?”

“ Yes. T h e re ’s G w endolen , too, she 
m a n ag es  w e ll.”

“ W h at is  h e r  p la n ? ”
“ W hy, a b o u t th e  la s t  w eek  in  th e  

m o n th  h e r  ta b le  b eg in s  to  g ro w  
poor----- ”

“ B u t t h a t  is  no  w a y ----- ”
“ You d o n ’t  u n d e rs tan d . H er h u s 

b a n d  is  a  g re a t  e a te r ,  b u t  aw fu lly  
s t in g j’. He com pla in s; she says: ‘Yes, 
d ear, I k now , b u t I fe a r  w e a re  liv in g  
beyond  o u r  m eans: th e  b ills  w ill be 
com ing  in  soon a n d  w e m u s t econo
m ize.’ ”

“ W h at th e n ? ”
“ He flies in to  a ra g e  a n d  says he pays 

th e  b ills  a n d  h e  w o n ’t  s ta rv e  to  d e a th .” 
“ W ell?”
“ W ell, w h en  th e  b ills  do  com e in  an d  

he com pla in s she ju s t  says: ‘Yes, d ea r ,
I see w e m u st econom ize on  th e  ta b le .’ 
T h a t  s e tt le s  i t . ”

“ Of course. Oh! look a t  th o se  lovely 
In d ia  silks. I am  d y in g  fo r  o ne .”

“ A nd so am  I —b u t, re a lly , m y b ills

“ A nd m ine, too. S till, w e m ig h t t ry  
G w endo len ’s p lan ; le ts  go  in  a n d  look 
a t  th e m  a n y w a y .” —C hicago T rib u n e .

A F r ien d ly  H in t.

P o s t Office C lerk—“ See h e re , boy! 
N o liv in g  m o rta l can  re a d  th e  ad d ress  
on  th is  envelope  j’ou ju s t  h a n d ed  in.

Boy—W ell, i f  th is  ’e re  p o st office de 
p a r tm e n t  w a n ts  fine h a n d w r i t in ’, w hy 
d o n 't  j’ou  k eep  b e t te r  p en s  a t  th ese  
desks, say?—Good News.

A fr a id  o f  N o th in g .

C ustom er—D idn’t  you te ll  m e th is  
h o rse  w as a f ra id  of n o th in g ?

D e a le r—T h a t ’s ju s t  w h a t I said. 
“ W hy, he  sh ies  a t  h is  ow n sh ad o w .” 
“ W ell, a  sh ad o w  is  a b o u t a s  n e a r  

n o th in g  as  a n j’th in g  I k n o w  o f.” —N. 
Y. W eekly. ______________

T h e B e s t  o f  R eason s.

“ Say, Tom , com e over h e re  a n d  have 
1 gam e of b a ll .”

“ C an’t; I ’ve g o t m y b e s t  s u it  o n .”  
“ W ell, w h y  d o n 't  you c h an g e  i t? ” 
“ C an 't; ’cause  I h a v en ’t  a n y  o th e r .” 

—H a ro e r 's  Y oung  People.

A LAND OF LOTUS-EATERS.

T h e  T.azy P e o p le  o f  P a ra g u a y  W ill N ot  
W ork fo r  M oney or L ove.

Im m ed ia te ly  upon  aw ak in g  every 
body ta k e s  th e  u su a l desa j’uno  of 
Span ish -A m erica  (a b i t  o f b read  and  
so m eth in g  w a rm  to  d r in k —here  a  gourd  
of v e rb a  m ate , in s te ad  o f a  cup  of 
coffee o r m u g  o f choco late , a s  e lse 
w here): a n d  b re a k fa s t, lik e  a  d in n e r  of 
seve ra l courses, com es on b e tw ee n  10:30 
a n d  noon. By 11 o 'c lock  th e  h e a t  of 
th e  d ay  is in  fu ll b la s t , a n d  everybody  
h as  s o u g h t th e  shade. Shops, w h ich  
w ere  open  befo re  su n rise , a re  now  
closed, a n d  re m a in  so fo r sev e ra l h o u rs , 
w h ile  p ro p rie to rs , c le rk s  a n d  cu sto 
m ers a re  n a p p in g  in  ham m ocks, o r im 
b ib in g  gossip  an d  j’ei’ba  m a te  som e
w here  in  re tire m e n t. T h e  p o st office 
and  a ll  o th e r  p laces o f bu sin ess  a re  
locked; even th e  s t r e e t  c a rs  s to p  r u n 
n in g  an d  r iv e r  b o a ts  t ie  up. L ad ies, in  
th e  p riv acy  o f hom e, u n iv e rsa lty  d is 
pense w ith  th e  d oub le  s k ir t,  a n d  in  th e  
neg ligee o f th e  cam isole  ( th e  P a ra 
g u ay an  “ te a  g o w n ,”  w h ich  m uch  re 
sem bles th e  scan t, w h ite  g a rm e n t of 
th e  n o rth , n o t o f te n  m en tio n ed  in  p u b 
lic socie ty , k n o w n  as  a  chem ise), en jo j' 
th e ir  c ig a rs  in  peace an d  com fort. T he  
boy w ho  b la c k s  j 'o u r  b oo ts  m u s t have 
his s ies ta , a s  w e ll as  th e  p rie s t, th e  
m erch an t, th e  law y er, th e  g e n tle m a n  
of le isu re . T he  cook leaves  h e r  po ts  
and  p an s  to  ta k e  care  of them selves, 
m a rk e t w om en lie  dow n am ong  th e ir  
yam s a n d  o ran g es, ox -drivers  s tre tc h  
them selves in  th e  shadow  of th e ir  c ar ts , 
an d  do n k ey  boj?s a n d  th e ir  an im a ls  
doze to g e th e r.

T h is  h ap p en s  every  d ay  of th e  w eek, 
an d  d u r in g  th e  s ie s ta  h o u rs  th e  w ide 
aw ak e  s tra n g e r , h ow ever u rg e n t  h is  
business  o r p ressed  he is fo r tim e, 
m ig h t a s  w e ll re s ig n  h im se lf to  fa te  
a n d  e l cu stu m b re , fo r ab so lu te lj ' n o th 
in g  can  be done.

T he  fa c t is th ese  people a re  hopeless- 
ty  lazy . W hy shou ld  th e jr to il  an d  
sp in  w h en  n a tu re  a n d  th e  m ission  
fa th e rs  have g iven  th e m  th e  m ean s of 
life  a n d  fe lic ity  — in  th e  fo rm  of 
o ranges, m andioca, m a te , tobacco  and*' 
w ild  can e  fo r ru m —w ith o u t e ffo rt on 
th e i r  p a r t?  So d e lig h tfu l  is th e  c lim a te  
t h a t  th e j’ re q u ire  n e x t  to  n o th in g  in 
th e  w ay  of c lo th in g  a n d  sh e lte r ; th e y  
have no  so a r in g  am b itio n  to  g ra tify ,  
an d  c h an g e fu l fash ion  lias  n o t j’e t in 
vaded th is  rem o te  A cadia to  a n y  h a ra ss 
in g  e x te n t. We h e a r  th e  sam e th in g  
ev ery w h ere , th a t  o n ly  u n d e r  such  des
po tic  ru le  as t h a t  of F ran c ia  a n d  Lopez, 
o r th e  p a te rn a l sy stem  of com m unism  
th a t  ex is ted  in  th e  o ld  co lo n ia l day’s of 
th e  m onks an d  th e  m issions, can  a 
P a ra g u a j’a n  be inAuced to  w o rk  a t  all.
I t  is  useless to  o rd e r  h im  ab o u t, 
a lth o u g h  h e  u t te r ly  n e g lec ts  to  do th a t  
fo r w h ich  he w as h ired ; th e  o n ly  w ay  
to  g e t  a n y th in g  o u t o f h im  is b y  t r e a t 
in g  h im  a s  a n  equal, w ith  in fin ite  coax
in g  a n d  p a tien ce .

T h e  In d ia n s  a re  even w orse th a n  th e  
m ixed G u aran i-S p an ish  race t h a t  com 
p rises th e  b u lk  of th e  p o p u la tio n ; for, 
h a v in g  no n eed  of m oney n o r a n j’ 
th o u g h t fo r th e  m orrow , th e j’ positive 
ly  w ill n o t w o rk  un less  d riv en  to  i t  b jr 
h u n g e r, a n d  th e n  on ly  u n ti l  th e ir  
th e ir  s to m ach s a re  filled. On th e  
e s tan d ia s , w h e re  o ran g es  a re  th e  p rin 
c ipa l p ro d u c t, th e  f r u i t  lie s  ro t t in g  u n 
d e r th e  tre e s, a  foo t d eep —of no  p rofit 
to  th e  o w n er, because  he can n o t g e t i t  
p icked  u p  an d  ca rrie d  to  th e  m ark e t. 
I t  m ig h t be  a  good th in g  if th e  P a ra 
g u a y an  g o v e rn m en t w ere  to  have a ll 
th e  o ran g e  tre e s  c u t dow n, as  th a t  of 
C osta R ica  caused  „the b a n a n a  fields to 
be destro y ed , so t h a t  th e  people could 
no  lo n g e r dep en d  upon  spon tan eo u s 
g ro w th  fo r  “ dailj- b re a d ,”  b u t w ere 
com pelled  to  w ak e  u p  a n d  ea rn  i t  o r 
s ta rv e . T h e re  is a  palm -o il fa c to ry  in 

.th e  ne ig h b o rh o o d  of A suncion, h u t i t  
is closed  th e  g re a te r  p a r t  of th e  tim e  
because of th e  d ifficu lty  of g e tt in g  
pa lm  n u ts , th o u g h  l i te ra lly  “ th e  woods 
a re  fu ll of th e m .” N ot a  n a tiv e  w ill 
ta k e  th e  tro u b le  to  g a th e r  n u ts  an d  
b r in g  th e m  to  th e  m ill, u n less  very 
m uch in  w a n t o f a m eal, a  new  poncho, 
o r p e ttic o a t o r o th e r  b i t  o f g au d  and  
g ear: a n d  as  soon as  th e  o b jec t is a t 
ta in e d  a  long  in te rv a l of u n in te r ru p te d  
r e s t  is re q u ire d  to  m ake up  fo r  th e  ex 
e rtio n . I am  to ld  th a t  i t  is th e  sam e 
w ay  w ith  th e  b ric k  fa c to rj’ a n d  k iln  
be low  th e  c itjr. T he u n iv e rsa l b u ild 
in g  m a te r ia l h e re  is k iln -d ried  b rick , 
p la s te red  inside a n d  ou t; if a  m an  de
s ire s  to  b u ild  a  house  th e re  is no k n o w 
in g  how  lo n g  he m ay  have to  w a it for 
th e  b rick , because  w orkm en  a re  n o t to  
be had. Or, ra th e r ,  one sh o u ld  say  
w orkw om en , fo r in  n e a rly  every  ease 
w om en a re  th e  la b o re rs  r a th e r  th a n  
m en .—F a n n y  B. W ard , in  C hicago T r ib 
une.

G alan a  In d ia n  C u stom s.

A bou t n in e  m ile s  above A kym a is a 
la rg e  v illag e  of a b o rig in a l M aucuisi 
In d ian s . T hey  a re  sa id  to  be peacea 
b le  savages, w ho  b u ild  l i t t le  g ra s s  h u ts  
an d  go  a b o u t in  p u ris  n a tu ra lib u s . 
A m ong th e ir  s in g u la r  custom s is th a t  
o f b a n d a g in g  th e  legs  ju s t  be low  th e  
knee a n d  a ro u n d  th e  an k le , so a s  to  
produce a n  ab n o rm a l 1 y la rg e  calf, b e 
g in n in g  th e  p ra c tic e  in  in fan cy , a s  th e  
F la th e a d  In d ia n s  do  w ith  th e ir  h ead s  
an d  th e  C hinese w ith  th e ir  feet. Dam e 
F ash io n  d ic ta te s  s tra n g e  th in g s  even 
in  th e se  rem o te  p a rts . T h e ir  n e ig h 
bors, th e  C aribs, fo llow  h e r  decrees  by  
m a k iu g  a  p in cu sh io n  o f th e  low er lip , 
b y  s tic k in g  in to  i t  s ev e ra l long , s len d e r  
p in s  o f b one  o r s tee l, re sem b lin g  k n it-  
t in g  need les, o r  sh a rp  th o rn s  w h ere  
p in s  a re  u n o b ta in a b le , w h ich  th e y  re 
m ove fo r th e  ex igencies  o f e a t in g  an d  
kissing an d  a f te rw a rd  r e tu r n  to  th e  
same place.—Philadelphia Record,

SCIENCE AND INDUSTRY.
—T h e g re a te s t  d e p th  u n d e r w a te r  

ever re ach ed  bj- a  d iv e r is be lieved  to  
have been  a t ta in e d  b y  C a p t J o h n  
C hris tiansen , w ho w en t dow n 196 fe e t 
below  th e  su rface  a t  E llio t Bay, W ash.,' 
recen tty . He rem a in ed  a t  t h a t  d e p th  
in  h is  a rm o r fo r  tw e n ty  m inu tes, w ith 
o u t inconven ience .—E n g in ee rin g  a n d  
M in ing  J o u rn a l.

—T he p reva lence  o f c rim son  colors 
in  c e r ta in  fishes on o u r N ew  E n g lan d  
co ast on  p o rtio n s  o f w h ich  s c a r le t  an d  
crim son  seaw eeds abound , is ex p la in ed  
b j’ Prof. J .  B row n  Goode b y  th e  red  
p ig m en t derived  b y  th e  c ru s tac e a n s  
from  th e  seaw eeds th e y  devour, a n d  
w h ich  in  tu rn  fo rm  th e  food o f th e  fishes.

—A m ong th e  p ro d u c ts  w h ich  science 
ha»  p u t to  v a lu ab le  serv ice is th e  n e t 
tle , a  w eed w h ich  is  now  b e in g  c u lt i 
v a ted  in  some p a r ts  o f E urope, i ts  fiber 
p ro v in g  u sefu l fo r a  v a rie ty  of te x ti le  
fabrics . In  D resden a  th re a d  is p ro 
duced from  i t  so fine th a t  a  le n g th  o f 
s ix ty  m iles w eighs on ly  tw o  a n d  a  h a lf  
pounds.

—T he in te n s ity  o f confined sound  is 
i l lu s tra te d  a t  C ausbrook cas tle , Is le  of 
W igh t, w h e re  th e re  is a  w e ll 200 fe e t 
deep  a n d  tw elve  fe e t in  d iam e te r, lin e d  
w ith  sm ooth  m asonry . W hen a  p in  is 
d ropped  in to  i t  th e  sound  of i t  s t r ik in g  
th e  su rface  o f th e  w a te r , 183 fe e t  be 
low , can  be d is tin c tly  heard .

—In  1892 th e  n u m b e r o f m ines o f a ll  
k in d s  a t  w o rk  in  th e  U n ited  K ingdom  
w as  4,257, th e  n u m b e r o f p e rso n s  em 
p loyed  w as 721,808, an d  th e  to ta l  a m o u n t 
o f m in e ra l o f ev ery  d e sc rip tio n  ra ised  
w as 195,880,580 tons. T h e  to ta l  n u m b e r 
o f fa ta l  a cc id en ts  d u r in g  th e  y e a r  w as 
862, an d  th e  n u m b er of d e a th s  r e s u lt in g  
th e re fro m  1,034.

—W ork on th e  m ig h ty  te lescope  fo r 
th e  F ren ch  ex position  of 1900, w h ich  
w as to  en ab le  u s to  see th e  m an  in  th e  
m oon, h a s  b een  suspended , a f te r  con 
s id e rab le  p ro g ress  h a d  b een  m ade in  
th e  c o n stru c tio n  of it, e sp ec ia lly  in  th e  
o p tic  p o rtion . T h e  g re a t  len se s  a re  
a lre a d y  cast, b u t  th e  w hole  a ffa ir  is 
now  ab an d o n ed  fo r w a n t of m oney.

—A com pany  w ith  a  c ap ita l of $2,000,- 
000, o b ta in ed  m ostly  from  Sco tland , is 
en g ag ed  in  A rg e n tin a  in c an n in g  
m ea ts  fo r  th e  E u ro p ean  m a rk e t, sh ip 
m e n ts  la s t  y e a r  a m o u n tin g  to  close 
upon  10,000 tons, w o rth  $1,000,000. T he  
frozen  m ea t bu s in ess  is a lso  p rospe ring , 
th e re  h av in g  b een  sh ip m en ts  of a b o u t
25.000 to n s  to  E n g lan d  a n d  F ran ce  la s t  
year.

—Sales o f w ool in  A u stra lia n  colonies 
a re  in c re a s in g  v e rj’ la rg e ly , th e  a g g re 
g a te  q u a n t i ty  d isposed  of fo r th e  1892- 
93 c lip  b e in g  725,000 ba les, a s  a g a in s t
634.000 fo r th e  p rev io u s  season. T he  
b u lk  o f th e  sales, 460,003 ba les, w ere  
m ade to  b u y e rs  froiti C o n tin e n ta l E u 
rope, an d  36,650 b a le s  w ere  d isposed  of 
to  A m erican  bu y ers , w ho  to o k  s tocks  
le ss  firm ly  th a n  usual.

—In te lle c tu a l w ork , acco rd in g  to  M. 
J u le s  Sim on (w ho is, by  th e  w ay, a  
s t r ik in g  ex am ple  of th e  co rec tn ess  of 
h is  ow n th eo ry ), is th e  sec re t o f a  
g reen  old age. N o th in g , he declares, 
h e lp s  so m a te r ia lly  to  conserve physi
ca l s tre n g th  a s  m e n ta l em p loym en t., 
Ilis  ow n experience  is in  poinL  So 
also  is th e  m em bersh ip  of th e  F ren c h  
in s ti tu te ,  a  co n g reg a tio n  of h a le  an d  
h e a r ty  o c to g e n ar ian s .”

—T he a n n u a l m an u fa c tu re  of looki ng  
g la ss  in  E u rope  a t  th e  p re sen t tim e, 
acco rd ing  to  th e  la te s t  s ta t is tic s , is 
so m eth in g  lik e  1,850,000 sq u are  yards.
In  th e  m irro rs  of to -day  th e  l ig h t is 
re flec ted  by  a  la y e r  of s ilv e r o r a n  
am alg am  of tin , b u t  a  p ro p o rtio n  o f 
l ig h t  is lo s t in  th e  process of re flec tion , 
a n d  th e  im age is less  lu m in o u s th a n  th e  
o rig in a l. T lie  v a lu e  of a  lo o k in g  g lass  
is e s tim a ted  by  th e  th ic k n e ss  of th e  
g lass, because  th e  th ic k e r  th e y  a re  th e  
s tro n g e r  th e y  m u s t be; h u t, sp ea k in g  
scien tifically , th ic k  g lasses  a re  de 
fective , because  th e  o u tlin e s  of th e  
im age re flec ted  a re  less c le a r ly  defined.

—A w ell-know n  p ra c ti t io n e r  o f m edi
c ine  says: “ P ro b ab ly  you hav e  n o ticed  
th e  ten d en cy  of ep idem ic d iseases to  
ru n  them selves  ou t, even  in  d is tr ic ts  
w h e re  no  p re c au tio n a ry  m easu res  a re  
ta k e n . I t  h as  b een  show n  in  th e  h is 
to ry  o f every  g re a t  p la g u e —th e  ‘b la c k  
d e a th ,’ ch o le ra  a n d  th e  re s t, an d  now  
i t  is  i l lu s tra te d  in  th e  g rip . We have  
th e  g rip  w ith  u s  ag a in , as  you k n o w , 
a n d  th e re  have been  a  few  fa ta l  cases 
o f it;  b u t  i t  is n o th in g  to  w h a t i t  w as  
in  i ts  f irs t an d  second season. T h en , 
you rem em ber, th e re  w h e re  in s tan ces  
w h e re  i t  w as f a ta l  w ith in  tw e n ty -fo u r  
hou rs, a n d  i ts  e ffec ts  w ere  m ore severe 
an d  m ore la s t in g  th e y  th e y  have  been  
s i n c e . _________________

T h e W a ter  H en .

T h e  w a te r  hen , w h ich  is  fo u n d  from  
S ib e ria  to  th e  Capes, seem s a b le  to  
a d a p t itse lf, lik e  a  h u m an  b e in g , to  
a n y  c lim ate . A n E n g lish  lad y , hav ing  
fed  a  hen  an d  h e r  m a te , h a d  th e  p a ir 
fo r  re g u la r  v is ito rs . T h e y  becam e  q u ite  
tam e , b u i l t  th e i r  n e s t  in  a  th o rn -b u sh  
covered  w ith  ivy , w h ic h  h ad  fa llen  
in to  th e  w a te r ,  an d , w h en  th e  young  
w ere  a  few  d ay s  o ld , th e  p a ren ts  
b ro u g h t th e m  u p  close to  th e  d ra w in g 
room  w in d o w  w h ere  th e y  w ere  da ily  
fed  w ith  w h e a t; a n d  as  th e  lad y  o f th e  
house  p a id  th e m  th e  g re a te s t  a t te n t io n ,  
th e y  le a rn e d  to  look u p o n  h e r  a s  th e ir  
n a tu ra l  p ro te c tre s s  a n d  f r ie n d —so 
m uch  so th a t  one b ird  in  p a r tic u la r ,  
w hich w as m uch  p e rsec u te d  by  th e  re s t, 
w ould, w h en  a tta c k e d , fly to  h e r  fo r 
re fuge . W henever she  ca lled  th e  w hole  
flock, a s  ta m e  a s  b a rn y a rd  fow ls, 
q u it te d  th e  w a te r  a n d  assem b led  
a ro u n d  to  th e  n u m b e r o f seven teen . 
T h ey  a lso  m ade  o th e r  fr ien d s  in  th e  
dogs b e lo n g in g  to  th e  fam ily , a p p ro a ch 
in g  th e m  w ith o u t fea r, th o u g h  h u r r y 
in g  off w ith  g re a t  a la rm  on th e  a p p e a r 
ance of a strange dog.—G olden Days


