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The baby sleeps—the little face 
Against the snowy pillow pressed 

The waxen hands with baby grace 
Lie folded on the pulseless brea3t

The baby sleeps—a sunbeam falls 
Softly through the darkened room,

In golden ripples on the walls.
A radiant light amid the gloom.

The baby sleeps, life’s conflict o'er.
In one short year, the victory won 

Through Him who all life’s sorrows bore, 
And the Immortal life begun

The baby sleeps—beyond the tomb,
Where streams of livi g water flow,

And brightest flowers ever bloom,
Beneath the sun’s eternal glow.

The baby sleeps—tho bright blue eyes 
Are softly closed in slumber deep,

To rest with Him in Paradise,
Who giveth His beloveth sleep 
—Alice D. Abell, in Good Housekeeping.

ADRIFT IN MIDAIR.

A F re n c h m a n ’s  A d v e n tu r e  in  S y d ­
n e y , A u s t r a l ia .

I t  was near m id n ig h t an d  th e  g a te s  
of the exposition w ould  soon be closed. 
In the various pav ilions, w ith  th e ir  
m ultitudinous a ttra c tio n s , th e  orches­
tras were a lready  a ttacking- th a t  “ God 
Save the Queen’’ of an  a lto g e th e r  con­
ventional loyalty  w ith o u t w h ich  no  
British ceremony ends. A nd as, w ith  th e  
aim of g e ttin g  n e a re r to  th e  M acquarie  
fort, where I th o u g h t m ore eas ily  to  re ­
gain my vessel in  th e  ro ad stead , I had  
made the to u r of th e  g a lle ries, I found  
myself unexpected ly  befo re  th e  c ircu ­
lar g ra ting  of th e  cap tive  balloon .

Flaming, b u t b e n ea th  th e  fo rce  of 
the breeze w hich  h ad  a risen  in  th e  
evening, qu ivering  g re a tly , a  lin e  of 
gas perm itted me y e t to  re a d  upon  th e  
triumphal panel o f th e  m o n u m en ta l 
gate: “G overnm ent o f N ew  S o u th  
Wales, A ustra lian  and  U n iversal E xpo ­
sition of Sydney. C aptive ba lloon , 
after the model of th e  P a ris  exposition . 
Visitors ascend fo u r h u n d red  y a rd s .” 

One hundred m ore th a n  a t  th e  P lace  
du Carrousel! I f e l t  m yself led  in to  
tem ptation.

With my hand  d irec ted  m ech an ica lly  
toward my vest p ocket I h ad  app ro ach ed  
still nearer. I t  w as th e  t ic k e t se lle r  fo r 
the aerial voyage w ho decided  m e by 
the apostrophe: “ M ake h a ste , g e n tle ­
men; i t  is the  la s t  ascension  o f th e  
evening!”

Resolutely I th re w  h im  th e  h a lf  
pound exacted as th e  p rice  o f th e  p a s ­
sage, and in troduced  m yself in to  th e  
ring incum bered w ith  chairs. A loose 
footbridge form ed th e  com m u n ica tio n  
between the  p la tfo rm  an d  th e  c a r  sus­
pended over a  shallow  d itch . 1 passed  
across it amid th e  re so u n d in g  accords 
of the brasses w ith  a  flourish , and  
scarcely was I in s ta lled  in  th e  h u g e  
osier basket w hen th e  fo o tb rid g e  w as 
w ithdraw n and th e  door o f th e  car, 
which was padded on th e  inside, w as 
closed again. T he  eno rm ous cable, 
which alone w as to  b ind  u s to  th e  
earth, began to  u n ro ll very  ra p id ly  on 
its windlass a t  th e  com m and of th e  
captain.

I t  was my first a e ro s ta tic  d eb u t, and , 
as I ascended on b o ard  th e  C ondor 
of the Andes, I did n o t fa il to  e x ­
perience a c erta in  ap p reh en s io n , a l to ­
gether nervous, a  s o rt of in v o lu n ta ry  
fright, which, by rea so n in g  an d  force 
of will, I w as able to  con tro l. I h ad  
felt at first a g re a t sen sa tio n  o f em p ti­
ness; my resp ira tio n  seem ed c u t off, 
and as I knew th a t  I w as su scep tib le  
to vertigo I only v en tu red  w ith  p re c au ­
tion to look over th e  e lbow  re s t  o f th e  
car.

Wholly co n tra ry  to  m y ex p ec ta tio n s ,
I found m yself in s ta n tly  a t  ease. T h e  
sides of the  osier b a sk e t, m o u n tin g  as 
high as my b reast, seem ed to  m e su f­
ficient p ro tection  a g a in s t m y am b itio n , 
and, com pletely reassured , 1 rea liz ed  
that I was res to red  to  m yself.

Irom  th a t  tim e I looked to w a rd  th e  
earth, from w hich  th e  b a llo o n  w as m ov­
ing away w ith  a  ra p id ity  w h ich  I 
judged to be giddy, a lth o u g h  i t  w as 
methodically reg u la te d  by th e  n u m b e r 
of turns of the  g ig a n tic  bob b in  of th e  
windlass. In  th e  d ep th s  o f th e  n ig h t 
below me I so u g h t to  d is tin g u is h  th e  

liferent s tree ts  of th e  c ity  over w h ich  
we were hovering; and  th e  g re a te r  o r 
ess in tensity  of th e  l ig h ts  served  m e as 

an indicating m ark . I m ade o u t  w ith  
exactitude the  p a rk  o f th e  exposition , 
the palace of the  g o v e rn o r (L ord  L oft- 
Tv,' tts  double  ra n g e  o f cande-
a ra, then  George an d  K in g  s tre e ts , 

then C ircular quay.

Honored m onsieur,” sa id  th e  cap- 
in, addressing me, w hom , on  see in g  m e 

6 p into the  car, he h ad  im m ed ia te ly  
recognized from  my u n ifo rm  as an  of- 

cer of the  F rench  cru iser, “ do you  see  
there  in th e  m id s t o f th e  road- 

stead the  position  lig h ts  of y o u r sh ip?”
* see i t ,  c ap ta in ; m on- 

H eurs F rench m an-of-w ar!”
G etting ahead of m ine, th is  rep ly  
as throw n by th e  very  fre sh  voice of 
s ight and s len d er w om an, w ho  w as 

ouc ing. me vvj^jj Re r  sk ir t ,  an d  w hom  

, ,a n° i  y et  noticed. B u t I  could  n o t  
tiî M atu res o f th e  u n k n o w n ;

c alloon, w hich  c as t a  shadow  over 
s and seemed like  an  im m ense s in is te r  
aS>.8 , veüum  above o u r heads, p re- 

en ed me from  do ing  so. N evertheless, 
om the m ere sound of h e r  voice I 
vined th a t  she w as q u ite  yo u n g : h e r  
c ion and accen t u n d e n ia b ly  pro- 

a tu iT la  slle w as o f Rood fam ily

1m ^ len ka<i th e  cu rio s ity  to  a sc e rta in  
win, “ any  R ave ling  com panions w ere  
i ta.e' i  w alked  th ro u g h  th e  circu- 
tl/ t 5 a ler/  " ’ideh below  th e  hoop of th e  
- 1°” tne  car fo rm ed  a ro u n d  a  la rg e

P y  space, but I found no other trav­

eler. And, n o t w ith o u t s tu m b lin g  
a w k w a rd ly  over th e  b ag s  o f b a lla s t  of 
th e  Condor of th e  A ndes, I speed ily  re  
tu rn e d  to  th e  p o in t o f d ep a rtu re .

We w ere  s t i l l  ascend ing .
“ T hree  h u n d red  a n d  te n  y a rd s!” said 

th e  c ap ta in , s en te n tio u s ly , p o in tin g  
o u t  to  m e th e  re g is te r in g  b a ro m e te r  
fa s ten ed , close to  a  sm all la n te rn  to  one 
o f th e  ropes.

T h e  breeze  h ad  g ro w n  s tro n g e r; tw o  
o r th re e  tim es th e  en o rm o u s  b a llo o n  of 
v a rn ish ed  ta ffe ta , w h ich  w as b e a r in g  
u s  aw ay , sw ay ed  w ild ly  an d  gave a  fu ­
rio u s  shock  to  th e  car.

“ T he  cab le  c an  re s is t  a  tra c tio n  o f 
one h u n d red  th o u san d  to n s ,” sa id  th e  
cap ta in .

“ I t  is t ru ly  m ag n ific en t!” tra n q u illy  
u tte re d  th e  ex ceed in g ly  calm  voice of 
th e  lady  passenger.

I w as fo rced  to  a d m it to  m yself th a t  
m y blood d id  n o t c irc u la te  so coldly. 
T h e  ex c item en t m ade  i t  even  ru sh  
b ack  to  m y h e a r t  B u t I s tiffen ed  my 
se lf e n e rg e tic a lly  a n d  lean ed  over th e  
in te r io r  void to  th o ro u g h ly  a ssu re  m y­
self t h a t  we h ad  reassu m ed  th e  s t r a ig h t  
line.

“ T h ree  h u n d re d  a n d  s ix ty  y a rd s!’ 
a n n o u n ced  th e  a e r o n a u t  

Scarcely  had  he sp oken  w hen  th e  b a l­
loon sto p p ed  fo r a  second as if  i t  had  
s tru c k  a g a in s t  som e very  so ft an d  e la s ­
tic  inv is ib le  buffer. T h e n  w ith  a 
bound, i t  sh o t off ag a in  in to  space w ith  
an  im p e tu o s ity  w h o lly  new , an d  a f te r  
a  shock  a tte n d e d  w ith  v ib ra tio n s  so 
v io len t t h a t  w e a ll  th re e  fe ll  on  th e  
b ag s  of sand.

B o th  th e  fem ale  p a sse n g e r  a n d  I  b e ­
g an  to  a sk  questions.

“ W h at does th is  m ean?  W h a t is it?  
W h a t h a s  h ap p en ed ?”

T h e  c ap ta in , w ho  w as th e  firs t to  re ­
g a in  h is  fee t, le a n ed  over th e  void.

“ T he  cab le  is b ro k e n ,” sa id  he. “ We 
a re  loose!”

S ec re tly  fr ig h te n ed , b u t  u n w illin g  to  
le t  i t  be  seen, I said:

“ T h is  a  c ap tiv e  b a lloon ; w ill i t  be 
s tro n g  en o u g h  to  p e rm it us *o la n d  in 
sa fe ty

“ T h e re  a re  o n ly  th re e  o f u s a n d  th e  
ba llo o n  is in fla ted  fo r th ir ty . T h a t 's  
th e  m edium  n u m b e r o f passengers. 
Y ou w ill h av e  on ly  th e  an n o y an ce  of 
p a ss in g  tw o  o r  th re e  hou rs  m ore th a n  
you ca lcu la te d  in  m y com pany, and  
d o u b tle ss  th e  inconven ience  o f n o t g e t ­
t in g  b a ck  to  Sydney  u n t i l  to -m orrow  
m o rn in g .”

“ In  t h a t  case, c a p ta in ,” I rep lied , “ I 
am  dou b ly  d e lig h te d  a t  th e  acc iden t; 
th e  a scension  h a s  g ro w n  exciting , and  
w e cou ld  n o t d esire  a  m ore cou rteous  
p ilo t th a n  you rse lf. Is i t  n o t so, 
m ad am ?”

“ Miss, if you  p le a se ,” re c tified  th e  
very  s l ig h t an d  s len d e r lady. “ M iss A ra ­
b e lla  L ip to n , a t  y o u r  serv ice .” A nd 
she added: “ B u t I  s h a ll m iss my la s t 
c a r  fo r W ooloom ooloo!”

F ro m  new  v ib ra tio n s  th e  c ap ta in  con ­
je c tu re d  th a t  w e w ere  c a r ry in g  sus ­
pended  below  us n e a r ly  th e  w hole  of 
th e  b ro k e n  cable. I t s  w e ig h t visib ly  
im peded th e  a scen t o f th e  Condor of 
th e  A ndes, a n d  th e re  w as reason  to  fe a r 
t h a t  on  th e  d e scen t i t  w ou ld  occasion 
very  g rav e  dam ages.

T h e  a e ro n a u t w as, fo r tu n a te ly , 
p ro m p t in  decision. L ik e  a  t ru e  cap ­
ta in , he  a rm ed  h im se lf w ith  a  p en k n ife , 
and , h o is tin g  h im se lf over th e  in te r io r  
ab y ss  o f th e  o s ie r b a sk e t, s tro v e  to  saw  
aw ay  th o  th ic k  rope.

“ H ow  h ig h  a re  w e?” h e  asked , w ith ­
o u t In te r ru p tin g  h is d ifficu lt an d  p e r­
ilous ta sk .

•‘T w elve  h u n d re d  an d  tw en ty -fiv e  
y a rd s ,” re sp o n d ed  M iss A rab e lla , g e t ­
t in g  ah ead  o f mo again .

P a n tin g  g re a tly , th e  a e ro n a u t added, 
a d d re ss in g  h im se lf to  me:

“ As soon as th e  cab le  is d e tach ed  
w ith  a  bound  w e w ill ascend  to  tw o —” 

T h e  sen ten ce  re m a in ed  unfin ished .
A t a  s l ig h t c ry  I tu rn e d  a ro u n d , ceas­

in g  to  observe th e  b a ro m e te r. Over 
th e  g a p in g  void I  cou ld  no  lo n g e r  see 
e ith e r  th e  m a n  o r  th e  cab le . In  th e  
c a p ta in ’s sup rem e effo rt, one  d ra w in g  
th e  o th e r, b o th  h a d  fa llen ! A bove us, 
to w a rd  th e  p ro fo u n d  n ig h t, s till  
s tre tc h e d  th e  u n fa th o m a b le  space.

I  h a d  n o t m uch tim e  fo r p ity ; the  
balloon , su d d en ly  freed , sca led  th e  in ­
accessib le  w ith  a  p ro d ig io u s  bound. 
A nd w ith o u t a n y  id ea  o f a e r ia l  n a v ig a ­
tio n , lo s t  in  space a n d  d a rk n ess , I 
fo u n d  m y se lf a lone  w ith  a n  ig n o ra n t 
y o u n g  g irl, as unco n sc io u s  as she  of 
th e  G anger, u n a b le  to  a t te m p t  th e  
s l ig h te s t  m aneuver.

M ute, b u t  te rr if ie d —I d iv m ed  i t  
w ith o u t see in g  her. fo r h e r  fin g e rs  h ad  
p lu n g ed  th e ir  n a ils  in to  m y g a rm e n ts  
a n d  flesh—M iss A ra b e lla  h ad  seized m y 
arm . S u dden ly  she  l e t  go h e r  h o ld  to  
stoop, a n d  I saw  th a t  sh e  w as th ro w in g  
o u r san d  overboard .

1 w as a b o u t to  g ra sp  h e r  u n ce re ­
m o n iously  by  th e  w a is t—lo g ica lly  con ­
v inced  th a t  u n b a lla s te d  w e w ould  
m o u n t h ig h e r  y e t—w h en  o f th e m ­
selves h e r  a rm s  fe ll; I  rea liz ed  th a t  she 
w as in e rt.  A p rey  a lso  to  v e ry  p a in fu l 
u neasiness , I  c a s t a g lan ce  o f a n g u ish  
a t  th e  b a ro m ete r. T h e  a tm o sp h eric  
p re ssu re  h a d  sen s ib ly  d im in ish ed —we 
h ad  p assed  fo u r  th o u san d  ya rds! In  
th e  a ir  th e  o x y g en  h ad  ra refied . I ex ­
p e rien ced  a  sen sa tio n  I h a d  a lre a d y  fe lt  
on  h ig h  sum m its.

“ M iss,” called  I, s tr iv in g  to  ra ise  u p  
th e  y o u n g  g irl, b u t  i t  w as in  vain , fo r I 
h ad  no  s tre n g th . My legs trem b led , 
m y h ead  s a n k  u p o n  m y sho u ld ers; I no  
lo n g e r  fe l t  th e  e x is ten ce  o f m y body.

C raw ling , I d ra g g e d  m y se lf  to  th e  
b a ro m e te r  a n d  saw  w ith  te r ro r  th a t  
th e  th e rm o m e te r  h ad  g o n e  dow n  to  
zero —338. T h a t  w as  th e  e q u iv a len t o f 
s ix ty -five  h u n d re d  y a rd s  in  h e ig h t,  th e  
a lt i tu d e  o f C him borazo  o r o f th e  K ouen- 
Loun chain . By th e  l ig h t  o f th e  l i t t le

la n te rn  I no ticed  th a t  m y h a n d s  w ere  
g ro w in g  b lack  a n d  sw elling . My pulse  
co u n ted  th e  im p ro b ab le  n u m b e r o f one 
h u n d red  a n d  th ir ty  to  one h u n d re d  an d  
fo r ty  b ea tin g s. S im u ltan eo u s ly  w ith  
an  in su rm o u n ta b le  desire  to  sleep , th e  
fo re ru n n e r  o f a sphyx ia , cadaveric  in- 
sen s ib ilty  w as g a in in g  possession o f me.

I had, how ever, th e  w ill to  ta k e  th e  
la n te rn  in  m y hand , b u t on s tre tc h in g  
up  to  re a ch  i t  1 f e l t  m yself enveloped  
by  te r r ib le  cold. Ice co a ted  th e  Condor 
o f th e  Andes. T h e  m ercu ry  o f th e  
th e rm o m e te r  had  fa lle n  to  tw e n ty -fo u r  
deg rees below  zero.

I th e n  c lea rly  co m p reh en d ed  th a t  th e  
end  h ad  come, and , w ith o u t fu r th e r  
s tr iv in g  to  recover, c losed m y eyes and  
gave m yself up.

A t th e  horizon, low  an d  d is tin c t, a 
b r i l l ia n t  an d  b lue l ig h t  w as ap pea ring .

W hen I re tu rn e d  to  th e  know ledge  of 
th in g s  a  m ag n ificen t m oon w as illu ­
m in a tin g  th e  n ig h t. M y eyes, tu rn in g  
m ech an ica lly  to  th e  rim  of th e  car, 
d is tin g u ish ed  a  sm all s ilk  ba lloon  fas­
ten ed  to  a  s trap . I t  bore  a  labe l: 
“ O xygen a t  seventy-five p e r c e n t .” A nd 
i t  w as sa lv a tio n ! My scien tific  a t ta in ­
m en ts  e n ab led  me to  u n d e rs ta n d  th is — 
sa lv a tio n  a lm o s t a t  hand! A few  in ­
h a la tio n s  of t h a t  over-o x y g en a ted  a ir  
w ould  re s to re  m e w ith  life, w ith  
s tre n g th .

I seized th e  l i t t le  ba lloon  as qu ick ly  
as I w as  cap ab le  o f do ing , and , c a re ­
fu lly  u n sc rew in g  i ts  s topper, app lied  i t  
to  m y m o u th  to  b rea th e . I a f te rw a rd s  
th o u g h t of M iss A rabe lla , an d  in tro ­
duced th e  s len d e r n eek  b e tw een  h e r 
lips, w h ich  I saw  w ere  h o rr ib ly  b lack  
a n d  sw ollen.

G reedily , as she re tu rn e d  to  life, I 
to o k  i t  from  h e r  ag a in , a n d  th e n  en ­
sued  b e tw een  us a  s tra n g e  s tru g g le  of 
ferocious, fam ished  crea tu res.

V ery  fa r  below  us v a s t u n d u la tio n s  
shone, w h ich  a t  th a t  h e ig h t I ju d g ed  to  
be th e  B lue m o un ta in s . We th e re fo re  
h ad  b een  ca rrie d  fifty  m iles to  th e  w est 
o f Sydney.

Cool now  and  com ple te ly  re s to red , I 
w as con sid e rin g  th e  q u ic k e st w ay  in 
w hich  to  end  o u r  a d v en tu re . T h e  m ore 
so, as, saved  from  a sp h y x ia  and  
s tre n g th e n e d , M iss L ip to n  k e p t sh o u t­
in g  in  m y ea rs  in  a  d e a fen in g  tone: “I
w a n t to  descend, M onsieur F ren ch m an ! 
I re p e a t i t  to  yo u  th a t  I w a n t to  de ­
scend!”

W ith o u t lo s in g  tim e  in  a n sw erin g  
her, I s tro v e  to  m an eu v er th e  ropes; I 
p u lled  th em  one w ay  a f te r  an o th e r , 
h o p in g  th u s  to  d iscover th a t  w hich  
co m m u n ica ted  w ith  th e  escape valve. 
A nd 1 ev id en tly  succeeded, fo r M iss 
A ra b e lla  exclaim ed , c lap p in g  her 
hands:

“ We a re  descend ing , m onsieu r; the  
ba llo o n  is descend ing !”

We w ere  re a lly  descend ing , as could 
be to ld  by  th e  s tro n g  shocks of th e  car, 
an d  ag a in  1 p u lled  a t  th e  rope, b u t 
m uch  m ore de lica te ly , in  o rd e r to  avoid 
a  too  sudden  reaction .

A nd la te r  w hen  th e  ancho r, w hich  I 
had fina lly  succeeded in  c a s tin g  over­
board , c a u g h t in  a v in ey ard  in  th e  en ­
v irons o f T o n g g ab b ie , she th re w  h e r 
a rm s  a ro u n d  m y n eck  an d  said  to  me, 
b e tw een  tw o  k isses. “ M onsieur, I ow e 
you  m y life .”

I  have o ften  seen  A ra b e lla  since then . 
Indeed , I  see h e r  a lm o s t co n s ta n tly , fo r 
she  is now  m y w ife, an d  I  m u s t ad m it 
t h a t  I love h e r  d e a r ly .—San F ranc isco  
Call.

W h y  H e  D id n 't  L e a v e .

A t th e  hom e of a  p o p u la r g ir l  in  
L ou isv ille  a m ost u n c o m fo rtab le  h a lf  
h o u r w as re c e n t ly  s p e n t by  a  m odest 
y o u th  w ho  had  ca lled  to  see  her. T he  
y o u th  is n o ted  fo r  b o th  b a sh fu ln ess  and  
nervousness. T h e  n ig h t in  qu estio n  he 
w e n t w ith  a  fr ien d  to  th e  g ir l ’s house. 
H e to o k  a  co m fo rtab le  s e a t iu  a  la rg e  
a rm -ch a ir, and , as w as h is  h a b it,  soon 
b eg an  to  ne rv o u sly  poke h is  fingers  in to  
c rack s  an d  holes o f th e  o rn a m e n ta l 
p a r t  o f th e  ch a ir. H e shoved one finger 
in to  a  hole  in  th is  m anner, b u t found  
to  h is  d ism ay  th a t  h is  k n u c k le  re fu sed  
po sitiv e ly  to  com e b ack  th ro u g h  th e  
hole. T h e  m ore th e  y o u n g  m an  w o rk ed  
to  re lease  h is  fin g e r th e  h a rd e r  i t  be ­
cam e, a s  th e  fin g e r becom e sw ollen. 
T h e  y o u th  w as too  b a sh fu l to  m en tion  
th e  rid ic  u lous  p red icam en t in to  w h ich  
he h ad  g o t t  en h im self, b u t  p a tie n tly  
bo re  th e  p a in  in  silence. H e suffered  
u n to ld  agony  fo r fe a r  th a t  h is  fr ien d  
w ou ld  go befo re  he re le a sed  h is  finger. 
F in a lly  th e  h ostess n o ticed  h is  a p p a re n t 
uneasiness. T h e  y o u th  w ith  m any  
b lu sh es  th e n  to ld  th e  cause. I t  w as 
n o t u n t i l  h a lf  an  h o u r la te r  th a t  the  
b a sh fu l y o u th  and  th e  c h a ir  p a rte d  
com pany. T h e  b u tle r  f in a lly  succeeded 
in  re le a s in g  th e  fin g e r w ith  th e  a id  of 
a  h a tc h e t  and  chisel, b u t  th e  handsom e 
c h a ir  is a  th in g  of th e  p a s t —Louis­
v ille  C ourie r-Jou rna l.

- “ C onfound  you , s irl I 'v e  a  no tio n  
to  p u ll y o u r  nose. W h at do yo u  m ean  
by  te ll in g  peop le  th a t  I ’ve g o t a  tem ­
pe r?” “ 1 ta k e  i t  a ll back , sir. W hen 
I said  th a t  I w a sn ’t  a w a re  th a t  yo n  had  
lo s t  i t  th is  m o rn in g .”—B ro o k ly n  Eagle .

—E le p h a n t— “ Yes, I ’d l ik e  to  keep  
u p  w ith  th e  tim es, b u t  I c an ’t  a ffo rd  i t  
I t  w ou ld  b a n k ru p t  m e to  have  to  buy 
even  a  sp rin g  o v e rco a t.” G iraffe— “ B u t 
th in k  w h a t i t  w ou ld  cost m e to  w e ar 
s ta n d in g  c o lla rs .”

—W h a t P a p a  Said—Jo h n  —“ W h a t did  
th e  o ld  m an  say  w hen  you  a sk ed  him  
fo r h is  d a u g h te r? ” W illie— “ H e d id n 't  
say  a  w ord ; he  w h is tled  fo r  th e  d o g .”— 
D e tro it F re e  Press.

—T h e  ro y a l palaces an d  p u b lic  w orks, 
su ch  as road9, fo r tifica tio n s , s tre e ts , 
e tc ., of  B elg ium  have co st £110.000.000.

S C IE N C E  AN D  IN D U S T R Y .

— “One d ep lo rab le  re s u l t  o f excessive 
m ea t e a t in g ,” say s  Mrs. E rn e s t  H a rt, 
in  th e  L ondon  H osp ita l, is  th e  ill- 
tem p er, w h ich  is sa id  to  be  a  ch ro n ic  
c o m p la in t in  E n g lan d . In  less m eat- 
e a t in g  F ran c e  u rb a n i ty  is  th e  ru le ; in  
fish a n d  ric e -e a tin g  J a p a n  h a rs h  w ords  
a re  u n k n o w n , a n d  a n  ex q u is ite  p o lite ­
ness to  one a n o th e r  p reva ils , even  
am ong  th e  ch ild re n  w ho  p la y  to g e th e r  
in  th e  s t re e ts .”

—C h ild ren  sh o u ld  b e  t ra in e d  to  e a t  
slow ly , no  m a tte r  how  h u n g ry  o r w h a t  
im p o r ta n t b u s in ess  is p ressing . M uch 
s a fe r  a  l i t t le  food w e ll g ro u n d  th a n  a  
h e a r ty  m ea l sw a llo w ed  in  h aste . Cold 
food is even  m ore d ifficu lt to  d ig e s t 
th a n  ho t, if  ta k e n  too  rap id ly . T h e  
n o rm a l te m p e ra tu re  of th e  s to m ach  is 
a b o u t n in e ty -e ig h t deg rees; food h a s  to  
be  ra ised  to  th is  te m p e ra tu re  be fo re  
d ig e stio n  can  ta k e  p lace .—P eop le ’s 
H e a lth  J o u rn a l.

—A ccord ing  to  th e  s ta te  b o a rd  of 
h e a l th  o f M ich ig an  th e  s ta t is t ic s  of 
s ick n ess  have d e m o n s tra ted  th e  law  
th a t  g e n e ra lly  in flu en za  (la g rip p e ) is 
q u a n ti ta t iv e ly  re la te d  to  th e  a tm o s ­
p h e ric  ozone—th e  m ore ozone, th e  
m ore in fluenza ; a n d  th e  law  th a t  in te r ­
m it t e n t  fev e r is in v e rse ly  re la te d —th e  
m ore ozone, th e  le ss  r e m it l^ n t  fever.

—T h e  c u lt iv a tio n  o f b o th  coffee a n d  
th e  ru b b e r  tre e  (C astillæ n  e la s tic a ) is 
in c re a s in g  ra p id ly  on  th e  is th m u s  o f 
T eh u an tep ec , M exico. In  o rd in a ry  cof­
fee  p la n ta tio n s , tre e s  o th e rw ise  useless  
a re  p la n te d  to  sh ad e  th e  coffee trees, 
b u t  th e  s u b s ti tu tio n  o f th e  ru b b e r  tre e  
p rov ides  a  sh ad e  th a t  in  seven  y e a rs  
pays a ll  th e  ex p en ses  of th e  p la n ta tio n  
—b o th  coffee a n d  ru b b e r . One ru b b e r  
tre e  is p la n te d  fo r ev ery  fo u r  coffee 
trees.

—I t  is re p o rte d  from  F ra n c e  th a t  M. 
E gasse , o f A rch ev illie rs , in  th e  d e p a r t ­
m e n t o f E u re  e t  L oire , p ro d u ced  a n  
av e rag e  c rop  o f e ig h te e n  to n s  o f p o ta ­
toes  p e r a c re  on  fo r ty  acres. T h e  to n s  
w ere  w h a t A m ericans  c a ll “lo n g  to n s ”  
o f 2,240 pounds. T h is  r e s u l t  w as  a t ­
ta in e d  b y  h eav y  m a n u rin g , th e  la n d  
h a v in g  received , in  ad d itio n  to  fa rm ­
y a rd  m an u re , a  d re s s in g  o f 280 p o u n d s 
of su p e rp h o sp h a te , 224 p o u n d s each  of 
s u lp h a te  o f p o ta sh  a n d  n i t r a te  o f soda 
p e r  acre.

—In  th e  p rocess o f e x tr a c t in g  gold  
from  its  o res m o lte n  le ad  is  used  in ­
s te a d  o f m ercu ry . T h e  le ad  is  m e lted  
on a  sh a llo w  h e a r th  a n d  th e  po w d ered  
ore  is fed in  a t  one e n d  a n d  c a r r ie d  fo r­
w a rd  a s  a ’film over th e  su rface  o f th e  
lead  by  m ean s of a n  a g i ta to r  m o v ing  
over it. I t  is th u s  b ro u g h t  to  th e  o th e r  
end, w h e re  i t  escapes  th ro u g h  a  ho p ­
per. In  o rd e r  to  p re v e n t o x id a tio n  o f 
th e  lead , th e  c h am b e r is k e p t  filled  
w ith  c a rb o n ic  ox ide  from  a  g a s  p ro ­
ducer.

—B etw een  60,000,000,000 a n d  100,000,- 
000,000 codfishes a re  ta k e n  from  th e  
sea  a ro u n d  th e  sh o res  of N ew fo u n d ­
lan d  every  y ear. A s in g le  cod y ie ld s  
so m eth in g  lik e  3,500,000,000 eg g s  each  
year, a n d  over 8,000,000 eggs  h av e  b een  
found  in  th e  ro e  o f a  s in g le  cod. A 
h e rr in g  o f s ix  o r  seven  ounces  in  
w e ig h t is p rov ided  w ith  30,000,000 ova. 
A fte r m a k in g  a l l  re a so n a b le  a llo w ­
ances  fo r th e  d e s tru c t io n  o f eggs  a n d  
of th e  yo u n g , i t  h a s  b een  c a lcu la te d  
th a t  in  th re e  y e a rs  a  s in g le  h e r r in g  
w ill p ro d u ce  154,000,000.

—S c ie n tis ts  affirm  th a t  red  h a ir  
m eans a n  a b u n d an c e  of iro n  in  th e  
blood. A nd th e  a n a ly s t  say s  t h a t  i t  is 
th e  m a t te r  t h a t  e n te rs  th e  re d  h a ir  
t h a t  im p a r ts  v igo r, th e  e la s tic ity , th e  
g re a t  v ita lity ,  th e  overflow ing , th o r ­
o u g h ly  h e a l th y  a n im a l life  w h ich  ru n s  
th ro u g h  th e  ve in s  o f th e  ru d d y -h a ired , 
a n d  th is  s tro n g , s e n t ie n t  a n im a l life  
is w h a t  re n d e rs  th e m  m ore in te n s e  in  
th e ir  em o tio n s  th a n  th e ir  m ore  lan g u id  
fe llo w -c rea tu res . P h ilo so p h e rs  no tic e  
i t  is  a  p e c u lia r  fa c t  th a t  re d -h a ire d  old  
m a id s  a re  v e ry  ra re .

—E x p e rim en ts  a re  in  p ro g ress  a t  
Y ale  to  d e te rm in e  th e  r e la tio n  o f m u s ­
c u la r  a c tio n  to  th e  nerves. T e s ts  w ill 
be  m ade  on  som e of th e  m o s t cele ­
b ra te d  sw o rd sm en  of th e  c o u n try  to  
d e te rm in e  th e  e x a c t tim e  i t  ta k e s  th e  
m in d  to  re a liz e  t h a t  a  c e r ta in  a c tio n  
h a s  ta k e n  p lace  a n d  ho w  lo n g  a  tim e  is 
re q u ire d  to  m ak e  a  s im p le  m u scu la r  
ac tio n . T h is  is  b e in g  d one  to  e s ta b lis h  
th e  th e o ry  t h a t  w h a t  is  k n o w n  as 
m u scu la r  s t r e n g th  does n o t  d epend  
upon  th e  size o f th e  m uscle, b u t  upon  
th e  s t r e n g th  o f th e  n e rv e  c e n te r  an d  
th e  q u a li ty  o f th e  m uscle.

A rm y  T e n ts  a s  F e r r y  l io a t s .

Som e cu rio u s  e x p e r im e n ts  h av e  re ­
c en tly  b een  m ade  w ith  th e  n ew  te n ts  
w h ich  th e  G erm an  so ld ie rs  c a r ry  w ith  
them . T h e  e n d  in  v iew  is to  m ak e  th e  
te n ts , o r r a th e r  th e ir  c lo th , serve  to  
c o n s tru c t  fe rry  b o a ts  fo r  th e  so ld ie rs ’ 
bag g ag e . T o  sw im  a  s tre a m  in  fu ll 
a cc o u trem e n t is  n o t  w ith o u t d a n g e r  
even  fo r  th e  b e s t  sw im m ers. In  fu ­
tu re ,  how ever, th e  so ld ie rs  w ill be  r e ­
lieved  from  th is  n ecessity  by  th e  fo ld ­
in g  te n ts , w h ich  th e y  w ill c a r ry  w ith  
th em . T h ey  w ill c o lle c t b ru sh w o o d  
a n d  sm all b ra n c h e s  w ith  w h ich  to  
w eave  l ig h t  fram ew o rk ; th e  t e n t  c lo th  
w ill  be un fo ld ed , la id  over th e  fram e ­
w o rk  a n d  fa s ten e d  to  i t  in  su ch  a  m a n ­
n e r  th a t  th e  w a te r  c a n n o t pass  th ro u g h . 
T h e  m en  w ill th e n  s t r ip  a n d  p u t  a l l  
th e i r  b a g g ag e  a n d  a cc o u tre m e n ts  in to  
th e  sa il-c lo th  fe r ry  bo a ts , w h ic h  w ill 
e ffe c tu a lly  p reserv e  th e m  from  g e t t in g  
w e t. T h e  so ld ie rs  th e n  sw im  across, 
p u s h in g  th e  fe r ry b o a ts  be fo re  them , so 
t h a t  th e y  w ill re a ch  th e  o p p o site  sh o re  
w ith  a ll  th e i r  b e lo n g in g s  d ry . T hese  
e x p e r im e n ts  h av e  b een  m ade  on a  la rg e  
sca le  by  th e  p io n ee rs  on  th e ir  re c e n t ly  
te rm in a te d  a u tu m n  exercises, a n d  have  
le d  to  v e ry  fa v o ra b le  re s u lts , b o th  as  
to  th e  tim e  re q u ire d  a n d  th e  tro u b le  
occasioned  by  th e  tra n s fo rm a tio n , 
L on io n  S ta n d a rd .

T R A V EL IN G  IN ANNAM .

Q u e e r  M o d es o f  L o c o m o tio n  E x p e r ie n c e d  
b y  a n  E n g l is h  T o u r is t .

T h o u g h  th e  F ren c h  have  b een  in  
fu ll possession  o f th e  E m p ire  o f A n­
num  fo r a  co n sid e rab le  n u m b e r of 
years, th e y  have  n o t sen s ib ly  m odified  
th e  life  a n d  custom s of th e  c o u n try . 
T h e  Hon. G eorge N. Curzon, M. P., an  
E n g lish m a n  w ho  re c e n t ly  tra v e le d  
th ro u g h  F ren c h  Indo-C hina, fo u n d  th e  
tra v e lin g  custom s very  pecu lia r. One 
o f th e  m ost o rd in a ry  m eans o f locom o­
tio n  fo r th e  E n ro p ea n  tra v e le r  is th e  
p a la n q u in , w h ich  is a  n e t  of c rim son 
cords, h a v in g  a  ro o f a n d  screen s  of 
ric h ly  la c q u ered  ends. I t  is c a rr ie d  by 
fo u r o r  e ig h t m en.

T h e  o rd in a ry  A n n am ite  is  a  very  
sm all m an , a n d  th e  p a la n q u in  is con ­
s tru c te d  to  s u it  h is  size. Mr. C urzon 
w as s ix  fe e t h ig h , w ith  th e  u su a l p ro ­
p o rtio n s  o f ro b u s t  E n g lish m an ; a n d  he  
found  th e  p a la n q u in  in su p p o rta b le . 
“ T he  m ost te le sco p ic  c o n tra c tio n  of 
m y low er lim b s ,”  he  says, “ re n d e red  
i t  im possib le  f<y me to  occupy  one fo r 
lo n g e r th a n  a n  hour. S easoned  t r a v ­
e lers, how ever, s leep  in  th e m  w ith  
ease, w h ile  b e in g  c a rr ie d  a long . T h e  
coolie b e a re rs  m a rch  a t  a  jo g  tro t , 
w h ich  en ab les  th e m  to  cover th e  
g ro u n d  w ith  g re a t  rap id ity , accom ­
p lish in g  a t  le a s t  fo u r m ile s  a n  h o u r.”

F o r a  p a r t  o f th e  jo u rn e y  Mr. Curzon 
w as fo rced  to  tra v e l a  co n sid e rab le  
d is ta n ce  on  th e  b ack  o f a  l i t t le  A n n a ­
m ite  popy; a n d  he  fo u n d  th a t  th is  
m e th o d  h ad  i ts  in co n v en ien ces  also. 
T h e  ro ad s  in  p laces w ere  a  “ h o rr ib le  
b o g ” a f te r  th e  ra in . T h e  n a tiv e s  rid e  
th e  pony  w ith  a  w ooden sadd le , and  
w ith  a  v e ry  n a rro w  iro n  s t ir ru p , w h ich  
th e y  g r ip  in  th e  c le f t  b e tw een  th e  b ig  
toe  a n d  th e  rem ain ing"toes . T h is  s ty le  
o f h o ld in g  on a  horse  h a d  i ts  d isad ­
v a n ta g es  fo r  a  E u ro p ean .

F re q u e n tly  th e  tra v e le r  cam e to  a 
r iv e r  o r lagoon , w h ich  h ad  to  be crossed  
in  a  ru d e  n a tiv e  sm all boat. Pon ies 
an d  m en  w e re  loaded  in to  th e  sam e 
b oat. A s in g le  m o v em en t o f one of th e  
ho rses  w ou ld  have  o v e rtu rn e d  th e  c ra f t 
a n d  i ts  c o n te n ts  in  m id s tre a m ; b u t  th e  
pon ies  stood  p e rfe c tly  s till.

“ I  have  som etim es h ad  h o rr id  
q u a lm s ,”  Mr. Curzon says, “ w h ile  cross­
in g  a  bac  p e rh a p s  h a lf  a  m ile  in  w id th , 
w ith  th re e  o r fo u r pon ies  in  th e  b o a t 
a t  th e  sam e tim e. B u t n e v e r once did 
th e  pon ies seem  to  m ove by  a  h a ir ’s 
b re a d th .”

T h e  m ost re m a rk a b le  in s t i tu t io n  of 
tra v e l in  A n n a tn  is th e  tram , w h ich  is 
n o t by  a n y  m ean s a  ra ilw a y , a s  th e  
w o rd  w ould  in d ic a te  in  E n g lish , b u t  a 
po s t-s ta tio n . T hese  s ta t io n s  a re  from  
e ig h t  to  fif teen  m iles a p a r t, a n d  to e a c h  
o f th e m  a re  a tta c h e d  a  n u m b e r of ab le- 
bod ied  m en  of th e  n e ig h b o rh o o d , w ho 
a re  h e ld  a t  th e  serv ice  of th e  s ta te , an d  
receive  a  ra tio n  o f rice.

T hese  m en  a re  lia b le  to  be  sum m oned 
a t  a n y  h o u r of th e  d ay  o r n ig h t  from  
th e i r  houses o r fields by  th e  doi, o r  su ­
p e r in te n d e n t of th e  tram , w ho  b e a ts  a 
d ru m ; an d  if th e y  fa il to  com ply  a t  once 
w ith  h is  orders , he  b e a ts  th em  h eav ily  
w ith  a  stick .

As th e  E n g lish m a n  and  h is  p a r ty  a p ­
p ro ach ed  a  v illage , “ a  d ru m  \v(”j h be 
h e a rd  b e a tin g , a n d  n u m b e rs  o i m en 
w ou ld  com e o u t c a r ry in g  b a n n e rs  of 
red , b lu e  a n d  g reen  fly ing  from  th e  tops 
o f bam boo  poles. E sco rted  by  th ese  
in d iv id u a ls , a n d  b y  u m b re lla  b e a re rs  
w ho  ra n  b e h in d  an d  h e ld  over o u r 
h ead s  th e  red  o r g re e n  p a in te d  official 
p a ra so l o f A nnam , w e e n te re d  th e  v il­
lage, a  coolie sw eep in g  th e  ro ad  c le a r 
of d u s t  in  f ro n t  o f us.

“ In  th is  fa sh io n  w e ad v an ced  to  th e  
com m unal house, b e fo re  w h ich  a  ta b le  
w ould  be p laced  in  th e  open  s tre e t ,  
sh ad ed  by  an  official u m b re lla  and  
su p p o rtin g  p la te s  c o n ta in in g  b an an as , 
o ranges, eg g s  a n d  o th e r  o fferings, an d  
som etim es c h ick en s  o r a  k ic k in g  p ig  in  
a  w ick e r ham per.

“ H ere  th e  m ay o r w ou ld  be s tan d in g , 
a n d  u n less  re s tra in e d  w ou ld  k n ee l 
dow n a n d  m ak e  h is  lai, o r official 
obeisance, by  th re e  tim es  to u c h in g  h is  
fo reh ead  on th e  g round .

“ O utside th e  la rg e r  to w n s  th e  local 
governor, o r  m a n d a rin , w ou ld  appea r, 
b o rn e  in  h is  official ham m ock  a n d  a t ­
te n d e d  by  tw o  o r th re e  u m b re lla  b e a r ­
ers, a cco rd in g  to  h is  ra n k ; by  lic to rs  
c a r ry in g  in  a  lo n g  case th e  reco g n ized  
in s tru m e n ts  of f lag e lla tio n ; by  h is  pipe 
b e a re r ; b y  a  do m estic  c a r ry in g  a  w ood­
en  box in  w h ich  w ere  s to red  h is  w r it ­
ing, sm o k in g  an d  c h ew in g  m a te r ia l;  
an d  by  p ike-m en  a n d  b a n n er-m en .”

T hese  in s tru m e n ts  o f f lag e lla tio n , by  
th e  w ay, a re  used  by  th e  m a n d a rin  
upon  th o se  a b o u t h im  in  th e  sam e 
fa sh io n  a s  a t  a n  E n g lish  p u b lic  school, 
Mr. Curzon says, an d  th e i r  use is n o t 
considered  a n  in d ig n ity  even  by  p e r ­
sons o f h ig h  p o s itio n .—G eograph ica l 
J o u rn a l.

P o o r  S w e e te n in g .

A llite ra tio n  is  a  g race  w h ich  m ay  
eas ily  be abused . E ven  in  p o e try  i t  
sh o u ld  n o t be la id  on  w ith  too  heav y  a 
b rush . Such su ccess io n s  o f s ib ila n ts  
a s  w e so m etim es see in  second-class 
songs sh o u ld  b e  sed u o u sly  sh u n n ed . 
Of w h a t w as p ro b a b ly  a n  u n in te n tio n a l 
a l l i te ra tio n , an  ex ch a n g e  te lls  th e  
s to ry ;

“G ot a n y  good m ’lasses, G eorge?” 
a sk e d  a  fa rm e r ’s w ife  of th e  g rocer.

“ G ood 's I ev e r had  in  th e  sto re , M is’ 
L ittle f ie ld ,” an sw e re d  th e  grocer.

“ W aal, p u t  me u p  tew  g a llo n s .”
A w eek  o r  so la te r  D eacon L ittle fie ld  

c a lled  th e  g ro c e r  to  a c c o u n t fo r se ll in g  
liis  w ife  p o o re r m olasses th a n  usual.

“ I t ’s good ’n a u g h  in  In jin  p u d d ’n ,” 
h e  said , “ a n d  in  b ro w n  b read ; bu t, 
G eorge, I g in  ye m y w ord  a s  a  dek in , 
i t ’s te r r ib le  te d io u s  in  te a .” —Y o u th ’s 
Com panion.

P U N G E N T  P A R A G R A PH S .

—A m is tak e  is a p t to  a t t r a c t  m ore 
a t te n t io n  to  u s th a n  a  v ir tu e .—R am ’s 
H orn.

— “ W h at caused  y o u r b o o k k eep er’s 
d o w n fa ll? ” “ L ost h is  b a la n ce .” —Roch­
e s te r  D em ocrat.

— “ H is h o n o r is a t  s te a k ,”  sa id  th e  
w a ite r, w h en  th e  ju d g e  w as a t  d in n e r. 
—B in g h am to n  R epublican .

—S he—“ D on’t  you  th in k  M iss N ice 
is a n  in te lle c tu a l- lo o k in g  g ir l? ”  H e— 
“ W hy, no; I th in k  she  is q u ite  p r e t ty .” 
—N ew  Y ork L edger.

—M inn ie—“ W hich  w ould  you  r a th e r  
be—a w fu lly  good o r  a w fu lly  b e a u t i ­
fu l?” M am ie—“ I’d  r a th e r  be a w fu lly  
ric h .” —In d ia n a p o lis  Jo u rn a l.

—A n ab sen t-m in d ed  M an ay u n k  m an, 
w ho  w as a sk ed  to  d in e  o u t th e  o th e r  
day , apo log ized  to  h is  h o s t fo r th e  poor 
d in n e r .—P h ilad e lp h ia  Record.

—S h e—“ I t  is ra n k  in ju s tic e  to  say  
th a t  a  w om an  is in fe r io r  to  a  m an  in  
re a so n in g  p o w ers.”  H e— “ W hy?”  She 
— “B ecause .” —D e tro it T rib u n e .

— “ Mrs. S la sh e r m u s t h av e  b een  very  
fr ien d ly  w ith  h e r  n e x t n e ig h b o r.”  “ She 
passed  h e r  w ith o u t sp ea k in g .” “ Yes, 
th a t 's  w h a t m ade m e th in k  so .” —In te r  
Ocean.

— “ H ave you  m e t t h a t  e ld e rly  g ir l  
t h a t  S m ith  h as  m a rried ?  He say s  she 
she  is a  sam p le  o f V irg in ia  b e au ty ? ” 
“ A sam ple! I sh o u ld  c a ll h e r  a  rem ­
n a n t .” —Vogue.

—I t ’s q u e e r ,” m used th e  bookkeeper, 
a s  he  re s te d  h is  a ch in g  b ro w  on his 
h ands, “ th a t  w h en  m y h ead  is in  a 
w h ir l m y m in d  is n o t a  b i t  a c tiv e .” — 
In d ia n a p o lis  J o u rn a l.

— “ Is  any o n e  sick  over a t  S m ith ’s? I 
see a ll  th e  sh ad es  a re  dow n  an d  th e  
b lin d s  c lo sed .” “ No, th e  peop le  n e x t 
doo r a re  g o in g  to  have  a  w h is t  p a rty , 
a n d  i t  w as to  s h u t  o u t th e  n o ise .” — 
I n te r  Ocean.

—A n O b lig in g  C re a tu re .—H e—“T he 
o th e r  n ig h t  a t  th e  d an ce  I took  th e  
sam e g ir l  dow n  to  su p p er th re e  tim es .”  
S he—“She w as v e ry  accom m odating , 
w asn ’t  she?” —T ru th .

— “ W h at I w a n t ,”  sa id  th e  a n a rch is t,  
“ is re fo rm .” “ A nd th a t , ” sa id  th e  po­
lice ju s tic e , “ is w h a t  y o u ’re  g o in g  to  
g e t, if  th e re  is  a n y  m o ra l efficacy in  
ja i l  d isc ip lin e .” —W ash in g to n  S tar.

—E th e l (w eep in g )—“ I am  so d isap ­
p o in ted  in  him . I am  su re  h e  w as tip sy  
l a s t  n ig h t;  h e  th re a te n e d  to  k iss  m e.” 
M ay— “ W ell, th e re 's  no  k n o w in g  w h a t 
m en  w o n ’t  do w h en  th e y ’re  d ru n k .” — 
W ate rb u ry .

—L itt le  J o h n n ie —“ Y ou o u g h t to  see 
Mr. K ilb u rn  a n d  C lara  m ake  lem on ­
a d e .”  Mrs. Jo n e s —“ H ow  do th e y  do 
i t? ” L i t t le  J o h n n i* —-“ W hy C lara  ho lds 
th e  lem on, and  Mr. K ilb u rn  squeezes 
C la ra .”

—“ Mrs. De P yus—“ I saw  you a t  o u r  
ch u rc h  Sunday . H ow  do you  lik e  th e  
voice o f o u r  n ew  te n o r? ”  F o r te —“ I 
m u s t a d m it t h a t  i t  is  a t  le a s t  a ll  t h a t  i t  
is c ra ck e d  up  to  b e .” —K ansas  C ity 
Jo u rn a l.

—We o ften  h e a r  peop le  say  of a  m an  
t h a t  he  “ ta lk s  lik e  a  b o ok ,” b u t  if  a n y  
m an  ta lk s  lik e  th e  co n v ersa tio n  in  
som e of o u r m odern  novels, he  m u s t bo 
a n  e x tra o rd in a ry  c re a tu re , w o n d e rfu lly  
m ade .—S om erv ille  J o u rn a l.

—W ell D efined.—A m icus—“ You say  
th a t  poem  is m agaziney . W h a t p a r ­
t ic u la r  q u a li ty  do you  co n sid e r i t  as 
possessing?” P o e t—“ Some q u a lity
th a t  w ill  e n ab le  m e to  se ll i t  fo r m ore 
th a n  i t  is  w o r th .” —Puck.

—Spoiled H is C alcu la tio n s .—“ Don’t  
you lik e  th e  room  f gave  you?”  said  
th e  h o te l c le rk  to  th e  d ru m m er from  
C inc innati. “ Yes, th e  room ’s a ll r ig h t. 
W h a t m ade you  ask ?  Do I look  w or­
ried ?”  “ To be f ra n k , you  do .”  “ W ell,
I am  fe e lin g  r a th e r  u n co m fo rtab le . 
You see, I cam e over on  th e  S. L. O. 
a n d  W. ro a d .” “ G ot in  la te , I suppose .”  
“ No, w e g o t in  on  tim e, a n d  now  I 
have  a b o u t tw o  a n d  a  h a lf  h o u rs  on 
m y h a n d s  t h a t  I d o n 't  k n o w  w h a t to  
do w ith .” —W ash in g to n  S ta r.

H o u n d  to  K ic k .

T h e  m an  w ith  tw o  co rk  leg s  w as in a  
bad  h u m o r because  h e  co u ld n ’t  go 
sk a tin g , a n d  lie g ro w led  w h en  he  
h a n d ed  h is  fa re  to  th e  s t r e e t  c a r  con ­
duc to r.

“ W ell, i t  is  p re t ty  h a rd ,”  a d m itte d  
th e  co nducto r, “ b u t you  have one a d ­
v a n ta g e .”

“ I ’d  lik e  to  k n o w  w h a t i t  is.”
“ You a re  n ev er tro u b led  w ith  cold 

f e e t ”
“ P e rh ap s  n o t in  th e  d ay  tim e ,”  he  

a d m itte d  g ru d g in g ly , “ b u t  I a in  a t  
n ig h t .”

“<>, com e off,” p ro te s te d  th e  conduc­
tor.

“ I t ’s tru e , I te l l  y o u ,”  he sa id  s h a rp ­

ly-
“ G et o u t; you  h a v en ’t  a n y  fe e t  to  be  

co ld .”
“ P ossib ly  n o t, b u t  m y w ife  h a s ,”  a n d  

th e  co n d u c to r r u n g  u p  seven  fa re s  be ­
fo re  he  reco v ered  from  th e  sh o ck .—De­
t r o i t  F ree  P ress.____________

E ffe c t  o f  I 'n s o u n d  T e e th  o n  S p eed .

M any horses, i t  ap p ea rs , hav e  im per­
fe c t te e th , a n d  th e i r  o w n e rs  o f te n  fa il  
to  find w h a t  is th e  m a tte r . T he  fa ­
m ous pony  t ro t te r ,  D avid L, w ith  a  rec ­
o rd  o f 2:19%, fe ll b e h in d  fo r a  w ho le  
season. A n ex am in a tio n  o f h is  m o u th  
show ed  th a t  tw o  of h is  te e th  w ere  c u t ­
t in g  him . He w as o p e ra te d  upon , a n d  
he a t  once t ro t te d  a g a in  w ith  h is  fo r­
m e r speed. R o sa lin d  W ilkes, w ith  a  
re co rd  o f 2:14%, w as  a n o th e r  case  in  
po in t. N o t u n t i l  h e r  te e th  w ere  re ­
p a ire d  d id  she  re su m e  h e r  fo rm er ra te  
of ra c in g  sp eed .—N. Y. Sun.

A  R e a so n .

M istress—If  y o u  d o n ’t  lik e  y o u r 
p lace, w h a t  do  you  s ta y  for?

M aid—F e r foor d o lla rs  a  w ake, mem, 
—D e tro it F ree  P ress.


