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Republican State Central Exec-
utive Committee.
Ofrers of the Committee.

P. B. S. Pinchback. President.
William Vigers, Recording Secretary.
J. W. Fairfax, Corresponding Secretary.

fembers for the State at Large.
Edward Butler, S. S. Schmidt,
Thompson Coakley, Elbert Gantt,
John Parsons, A. W. Smythe,
H. Raby, James McClecry,
David V oung, F. J. Herron.

Alrst Cosgrdpional District.
Hugh J. Campbell, H. Mahoney.

Second Congr•ssional Distriet.
A. E. Barber, James L. Belden.

"Third ( Congresiolwl District,
Thomas H. Noland, Geo. Washington.

Fourth Congressional District.
E. W. Dewees, lIaford Blunt,

Fifth Congrersiouad District.
W. Faulkner, A. R. Harris.

(Iongressional Citnmittee, 3rd District.
John R. (allup, Emerson Bentley,
Louis E. Laloire, Pierre Landry,

Clark H. Remiek.

Copies of the CuIEF may always be
found at Wilkinsou's news depot and
at the postoffice.

Mr. Pierre Landry is hduly author-
ized to act as agent for the CInIF in
this parish and elsewhere.

The New Orleans Republican of last
Sunday, contains an editorial headed
"The Sheriff of Ascension Parish,"
which relates to the Sheriff of St.
James Parish. In Tuesday's issue the
name mistake is made, notwithstand-
ing there also appears in that issue a
card from the Sheriff in question,
signed ' J. C. Oliver, Sheriff of St.
James Parish." It was a curious mis-
take at first, butt still more so the
second time, when douumentarv evi-
dence of the error had in all probabil-
ity passed under the editor's nose.

II---

OUR PUBLIO SOOOL8.
We have been enabled to gather up

considerable information in regard to
the work of public education in this
parish, which we lay before the public
as a matter of public interest.

At a meeting of the Parish Board
of School Directors, held in August
last, it was deemed advisable to unite
with the Town Board, increasing the
number of Directors to seven. Per-
mission to do this was granted by the
State and Division Superintendents
and the Board went to work in earnest.
A ward was assigned to each Direc-

I tor, and two to the President, as fol-
lows: Mr. Charles X. Lewis, first
ward; Mr. Charles F. Smith, second
ward; Rev. Mr. Bryan, third ward;
Mr. Rudolph Brand, fourth ward ;
Mr. G. ii. Hill, tifth ward; Mr. Pierre
Landry, sixth ward; Mr. E. W.
Mason, President, seventh and eighth
wards. Each gentleman is required
to. siprniaise and visit the schools in
his ward at least once every month,
and to make a written report to the
Secretary of the Board. This is an
eminently wise plan, as it insures con-
stant inspection of the ss'hools, and
increases the facilities for discovering
and abolishing any evils which exist
in their conduct or management.

At present there are twelve schools
in the parish in daily operation, under
tMA control of seventeen teachers,
each school having an average attend-
ance of from fifty to seventy-five
pupils. There is an excellent corps
of teache.rs, whose hearts are in the
work, and great results na., be ex-
pected from their labors. Another
school will be established in the
eighth ward on the first of October,
and we believe an effort will also be
made to have an additional one in
Donaldsonville.

There is about ̀ to:K incorporated
in the school system Teachers' Insti-
tute to be hekl on the fourth Saturday
.of each month, aid attended by every
teacher in the parish. It is needless
for us ,to say that this will work great
good' in the educational department,
f•r it is a fact universally reeognized
that the commingling of teachers, and
an exchange of ideas of school man-

a.gement on their part is beneficial to
all, and tends to improve the progress
of the schools under their charge
wonderfidly. The first of this series
of mnontly meetidgs will be held to-

Aay, and we have no doubt it will

prove a ga fy irg smcess.
In a ,itture article we shall give

some of the obstaclde which the School

Board tiuet wiF•iO the prosecution

.of their pork, and explain how they
propose to overcome them.

Wilkinson has all the latest periodi-
.cals at his news depot, Crescent Place.

'THE FOURTH WARD SPEAKS i t

)feetg of the Liioln Mother Vlub! a

Large Attendance and Harno-
nious Proceedings! t

Resolutions Unanimously Adopted! a

L. st Saturday evening, pursuant to I
call, there was a largely ;nttended t
meeting of the Lincoln Republican (
Mother Club of the Fourth Ward, at
the M. E. Church, on Honmas street.

The assemblage was called to order 1

at 8 o'clock by Mr. Pierre Landry, t
who nominated Mri. Robert Noel for I

president and Mr. Frederick Fobb for
secretary. There being no other

nominations, these gentlemen were

elected by :cclamation.

The roll was called and several new

names added, pending which Mr.

Charles N. Lewis was proposed as an

honorary member and unanimously
elected.

Mr. Pierre Landry then took the

floor and explained that the original

object of the meeting had been the or-

ganization of the Parish Executive
Committee, but as the President of

that body was absent on official duties,
he suggested the propriety of postpon-
ing the organization to some future
3 day.

This suggestion was at once acted

upon by the meeting, and organization

of the Committee deferred.
Mr. Landry was then invited to ad-

dress the meeting, which he did in
t some well-timed rema' ks, setting

I forth the political situation lucidly,

and explaining the necessity for the

I Republican party to support Governor
e Warmoth's administration. He carried

the sympathy of his audience with
a him, as was evinced by frequentbursts

of applause,

The editor of this paper was next

introduced, and gave a brief account
e of some of the doings of the Custom-

house clique on the 9th ofAugustlast,
as also of the visit of the Washington

Committee to President Grant and

Governor Claflin, president of the

National Executive Committee. The

P listeners were especially enthusiastic

when we told them of Gen. Grant's
s denial of Mr. Packard's insinuation
c that he had authorized the use of

troops at the Custom-house on Con-
d vention day. The manner in which

It our remarks were received was very
e encouraging to ourself, never having

me ade an impromptu speech before.

Mr. Charles N. Lewis was the next
e speaker and he was extremely felici-
s tous in his remarks. He said the Re-
L publican party had built up this State
- government after many hardships and

trials, and to pull down the structure
t now would only be to destroy our-

d selves. He was eulogistic of Governor

I; Iarmoth, and expressed regret that

Lieutenant Governor Dunn, should
e allow himself to be led astray by a lot

. of political wire-pullers. Mr. Lewis

h wa frequently applauded and retired
d only too soon, as the audience would
i have listened to him with pleasure

, for two hours• lonnwer

President Robert Noel was next
called upon, and was as successful in
pleasing the assemblage as the pre-
vious speakers had been. He speoke
mainly of parish affairs, and put the
situation in its right light.

The last speaker was Mr. James
Baily of the Third Ward. Although
brief in his remarks, he awakened the
greatest enthusiasm in the audience.
He likened the Republican party to
a bucket of water; and said it would
not do to throw away any dirty water
there might be in the bucket before
we had found some clean to replace
it, or the hoops would come off and
the bucket fall to pieces. This simile
created much enthusiasm and merri-
ment.

The following resolutions were then
read by the Secretary and adopted
without a dissenting voice:

Resolved, That we, the Republicans
of Ascension Parish, in mass meeting
assembled, denounce the action of the
Custom-house fraudulent convention,
and declare that all that participated
therein are disorganizers, and tend-
ing to the overthrow of the Republi-
can party of this State.

.Resolved, That we 'heartily approve
the proceedings of the convention
held at Turner Hall, in the city of
New Orleans, and also the action of
our duly elected delegates Pierre Lan-
dry and- C. F. Smith in their actions
therein, and that the same is hb•reby
approved and ratified.

Resolved, That we denounce as bol,
ters any and all men who, claiming to
be Republicans, indorsed by word or
act the Custom-house bogus conven-
tion.

Resolred, That we indorse all reso,
lutions introduced and passed by the
convention held at Turner Hall, and
ratify the same.

Resolved, That we indorse the State
Cenfral Executive Committee, of
which Hon. P. B. S. Pinchback is
president.

csolretld, That we indorse the ac-

tions of the delegates of the Third t
congresir t al 4trict, aid congratu- t
lae tlhen in their judicious selection
I @true arkt tried Republicans ifo the
congressioldal eommittee of this dis-
trlet.

Resolved. That we heartily indorse
the National administration of his Ex- 1
Sclleney 1Pesident US. (;rant, and I
acknowledge him as the leader and
standard bearer of the National Rep-
publican party.

Resolved, That we heartily indorse 4
the administration of his Excellency
Governor Henry Clay Warmoth, anlI
acknowledge him as the leader and
standard bearer of the Republican
party of this State.

1Resolved, That we pledge ourselves
to support the regular nominees of the
Republican party of this Parish and
State, and that we cordiadly invite i
our erring friends to return to the Re-
publican fold.

Resolved, That a copy of these reso-
lutions be forwarded to the DONALID-
SONVILLE C(IrEF, for publication.

It was decided, by resolution to that
effect, to have a regular meeting of i
the club on the fourth Saturday of

every month. After a vote of thanks
had been tendered to the president

and secretary, a motion to adjourn
prevailed.

This meeting was a really fine one,
and is only a forerunner of many ]
others to follow. The utmost har-
mony and entbusiasm characterized
the proceedings, and the people pres-
ent were evidently of one mind in re-

gard to supporting the State Admin-
istration.

As the Fourth Ward has spoken, so

will all the other wards speak, until
there shall remain no doubt in the
minds of the most unwilling believers

that Ascension Republicans are a unit
for the State Administration and de-
e cidedly opposed to the Custom-house

l ring.

THE DEATH PENALTY.

TRIPLE EXEOUTION IN ST. JAMES.

3Scene at the Gatllowis.

[From Our Special Correspondent.]

ST. JAMEIIs, Sept. 16, 1871.
EDIrTO ('HIET:

The triple execution of John Wil-
liams, Alfred Decaraux and Noel,
alias Madison Hampton, convicted of
the murder of Francis S. Menteath,
on the night of the 10th of May last.
took place to-day, and was witnessed
by over one thousand persons, both
men and women.

As your readers nay not be familiar
with the particulars, I will give a"
short account of the fiendish deed and
the subsequent trial and conviction of
the perpetrators.

On the night aforementioned, four
men--James Parker, John Williams,
Alfred Decaranx and Noel-started
from the vicinity of Judge Beauvais'
residence with the intention of com-
mitting a robbery. It seems that
after trudging a distance of about
ten miles up the river, as far as the
St. Michael's Church, and not having
come to any determination as to
which store they should rob, they
halted and held a consultation which
ended in the selection of Choppin's
store, situated upon the batture front-
ing the Welham place.

Arrived at this store, John Wil-
liams made an attempt to wrench the
back door open, which was at first
unsuccessful, but he immediately

made a second trial, and being a pow-
erful man, succeeded in wrenching the
door eatirely from its fastenings.

Parker immediately rushed in and
seized young Menteath by the throat,
holding him thus until John Williams
produced a rope and adjusted it
securely around the neck of the vic-
tim, when each of the villians took an

end of the rope and pulled it until
Menteath was strangled to death.
The arms and legs of the young man
were then tied, and John Williams
took the body upon his back and
threw it into the river. The 'store
was then pillaged and the fiends
started away, but had proceeded but
a short distance when Williams pro-
posed to return and burn the store in
order to destroy all vestige of their

crime. Acting upon the suggestion
of their leader, they returned and set
fire to the store w'hich burned to the
ground.

AT THE TRIAL

the foregoing facts were elicited from
f Parker, who was accepted as State's

evidence, and gave his testimony in a
remarkably clear and straightforward
manner. Williams attempted to prove
an alibi by his wife, but she stated
that he was not at home the night of
the murder, There was no rebutting
testimony; Parker's statement being
corroborated by other witnesses, and
also by the confessions of Decaraux
and Noel, consequently the three men
John Williams, Alfred I)ecaraux and
Noel, alian Madison Hampton, were
found guilty of murder in the first
degree and sentenced to death. Some

time after the trial the Governor

signed a death warrant fixing this (l"
|for tk exeutioni of lte crin als. p
TIE .xIGIIT BERPORE -!'If EtCU 'N,
Alfred Decaraux and Noel were visited
by their mothers, who bade thenl a

last farewell, and reprhuanted, tlem

for the crime they had. comnwitteld
Noel's mother reproached him with
deserting the Catholic religion-in

which faith he had been born and

raised--and joining the Baptist sect.
She told him that this change of re-
ligious views had cost him his life, as I

they were Baptists who had induced
him to become a party to the crime
for which lie was to pay the penalty

with his life. Williams was visited
by his wife. with whom he had been
on very bad terms. He forgave her

for having testified against him at the
trial, and expressed the hope that she
thad forgiven him for his great crime.

f At sunrise, this morning, the prison-

ers were baptised by the Rev. Samuel 1
Cook. The unfortunate men remarked
that, last night was the longest they
had experienced during their confine-
ment, and expressed a desire for the

hour of exection to arrive.
TILE PREPARATIONS.

A few minutes before nine o'oclock,
everything being in readiness, a wagon

containing three coffins drove up to

the jail door to receive the prisoners.
Decaraux was the first to make his

appearance. He came down the
1 stairs looking pale and haggard; j

t mounted slowly into the wagon, and
took his seat upon the coffin which
t bore his name, gazing around at the

assembled crowd, expectantly, then
B dropping his head upon his breast and f

swinging himself to and fro: Noel
came out next with buoyant step, and
sprang lightly into the wagon, seating
himself near Decaraux, and nodded
to some friends in tie crowd. John
Williams was the last of the con-
demned men to come forth from the
jail. His step was slow and faltering,
and he was evidently weak and
depressed by mental suffering. He
shook hands with several friends, then
jumped into the wagon with the

f others. Parker, the accomplice to the

deed who had turned State's evidence
and saved his own neck, mou•ted the
d driver's seat and took the reins.
h Randall Coleman, a prisoner who was

under charge of murdering a man on
.Mr. Jules I)ruilhet's place, was

a brought forth securely bound, and
d placed in the cart with the condemned

!f murderers, he having expressed a

desire to witness the execution.
THE START.

At nine o'clock the Sheriff gave
d orders for the start, when a numerous

5' guard inunediately formed around the
prisoners, and proceeded towards the
Lt place of execution. The wagon con-

t taining the condemned was followed
e by the executioner in a buggy covered

g with the colors of death-white and
S'black. The scene was a solejn one.
Y Three men condemned to die, dressed
I in white, with white caps on their
`S heads, and the executioner following
b- hi their wake.

AT THE PLACE OF EXECUTION.

The place where the murder wtas
committed being too small for the
execution, a spot, one mile above, on
the batture in front of the upper por-
tion of the Welha m plantation, was
selected. A circle was formed with a
rope, in the centre of;which was the
gallows. Guards were stationed
around this circle and none of the
spectators were admitted within it.
The prisoners were now ordered to
descend from the wagon. Decaraux
came first and mounted to the plat-
form of the gallows, seating himself
upon the right. Williams and Noel
followed; the former taking-the miu-
dle seat, the latter the one upon the I

left. The Sheriff then notified the
condemned that if they wished to say
anything, now was the last opportun-
ity that could be given them. Deea-
raux was the first to speak. He said:
"Here I am before you, and you
know what brought me here. I am
glad my time has come, I shall soon
be with my Heavenly Father." On
the rope being adjusted arotnd his
neck he exclaimed s " Goad-bye, old
world, good-bye." W lliiauns then
arose and conmence4 singing a psalm,
He essayed soveral times to speak,
but got no further than "Don't be
alarmed, my friends," then broke
down. Noel spoke last, in a cool and
indifferent manner: " You see we
are before you; you know what
brought us here. Let it be a warning
to youi all not to follow in our tracks."
The time allotted them for speaking
having expired, the executioner was
summoned. Mounting the scaffold he
pulled the caps over the faces of all
three of the men,. and adjusted the
ropes around their necks, and bound
their hands atlp feet; after which he

descended, broke the pleps downa

which Ippoted the plh rni, anl I

secu a r to uape The hour

of ven, h ing ai vec a prayr I
was offered by Rev. Samuel Cook, and

the Sheriff ordered the executioner to i

do his duty. Like a thunder clap the a
platform frI, xnd the thee curiminals -
were suspended in mid-air. Noel was I

killed immediately. Decarax showed
signs of suffering, raised himself con- I
vulsively, then fell with a lurch. I

Williams also showed some signs of 1
pain, but they were not as percepti- 4

ble as Decaranuxs. At five minutes i

to twelve the bodies were gut down,
after having hung fifty-five minutes. 1

When the rope holding Wiliams was 4

cut, the body fell with great velocity 1
and rebounded from the earth like an

elastic ball. Deputy Coroner Gray

empanelled a jury, and held an 1

examinaton upon the bodies, declar- 4

ing them lifeless. Williams was

buried three yards fromn the gallows ;
while the mortal remains of Decaraux

and Noel were delivered to their

friends for interment elsewhere.
And thus ended a scene which will 1

be remembered for a long time to
come in this community. A very
large number of people witnessed the

execution, and were visibly affected.
Yours Truly, PENCIL DOT.

A WQRD TO THE "LEADER" er
The advent of the CHIEF to the tb

journalistic arena has brought forth an
article from our contemporary of the th
Leader which is about as complete a
conglomeration of erroneous state- at
ments-we believe not wilfully madle- f
and inconsistencies as one could well pr
imagine..

The editor of the Leader is particu- l'

larly stirred u~ bf•" the fact of $ur
charging hip jourinal with being the ea
first to place a misconstruction upon
our motives for withdrawing from the
support of the Custom-house clique
while yet editor of. the St. James Bea- O
tinel. He begs to remind us that the P
article referred to published in his
journal was written before our card of N
explanation appeared in the $entinel,
which card, he says, "was iadeed- a
lame excuse, but still better than
none." We should naturally take this
to be intended somewhat as an excuse
for the slander of the previous article,
but this idea is at once dispelled by "
the charmingly inconsistent statement C
which follows : "What we the insin- u
uated we can now state upon positive H
and reliable information, That the
Governor did sign his printing bills,
and that other inducements were of-
fered and received as the sequel clear- e
ly shows." We have never denied a
that Governor Warmoth signed our V
printing accounts, but that he signed
them in consideration of any promui.se
on our part to support him we do deny a
most emphatically. Mr. Geo. E. Bo-
vee, at that time our partner, was and
still is opposed to Governor Warmauth e
It stands to reason that the Governor P
would have required a pledge from
Mr. lBovee as well' as ourwlf-,if re-
quiring any at all-before signing bills P
in which we weremutually interested.
This is rendered more probable by the a
fact that Mr. Bovee's position as Mc- p
retary of State gave him more ipor- l

tance in political circles than 'e couli i
claim to possess. Mr. John E. Ieet,
of the Abbeville .Flag, obtained Gov- f
ernor Wurmeth's approval to his bills 1
for printing, yet he still hails denuti. c
ciation upon the State.Adnmitistration t
and its Chief Executive with ndinmin- '

ished violence. We believe Governor 1
Warmoth will approve any bills for
work properly done under a printing
contract, and he requires no promises
from the holders, as we know both
from. personal eXperieuce, and the I
statements of others.

The Leader next insinuates that
eveii before the material for thiA jQUr. j
nal was, bought it received, the print.
ing ofthetown and the Pohee Jury

regulations of St, James, these latter
"from that notorious and liberal' Os-
car F. Hunsaker, who it is rumaeed
has somewhat of a pecuniary interest '
in the welfare and prosperity of the
new enterprise." We simply state
that it was not until our order for the
printing material had been given that
we concluded to locate in Dotildson-
ville instead of St. James, and that we
were not elected town priatet until
the material aforesaid had.all arrived
I here an w wwere actively engaged in

preparing it for the issue of the paper.
The regulations of the Police Jury of
St. James we did not, have not, and
do not expect to receive, In regard to
Sthe latter part of the sentence above

squoted: our namne is placed at the

head of the CrFr, as its editor and
proprietor, in good faith, and Dame

Rumor may lie about it as much as she
1pleases.

And now the editor of the Leader

displays another instance of Ili un-
f ionl le •o•sierwy: hl. says he

hij1 note omolandering or na-
S e. e sl ld certainly ac-

cept this statement as sincere were it
not that he immediately follows it by

asserting that there was soo ipuch
-truth in-his shutmlers t -al tlt•en by
that name.

'Then he ays:that the psxty wMilch
he represents has gained by our de-
parture. When we call to mind the
handsome compliment paid us by the
editor of the Leader upon our assum-
ing coAtrol of the St. James &e•ineiel,
and contrast it with his assertion of
to-day, we ar h ceirnly. crme d to
doubt his capacity as a competent wit-
ness. He said then that it would be
a difficult task to cleanse the aentinet
after the dirty hands it had passed
through, but he felt that no one more
competent for the task than ourself
could have been selected. He warmly
wished us success so long as we were
of his own peculihr opinions, but when
we espoused better ones he forgot our
talent, our competency, our every-
thing good, and philosophically-but
very inconsistently--declared that we
were well rid of.

But the conclusion of the Leader's
bewildering article is written in a
spirit which we admire and ester into
h9dfAily "W~*t9% 16 Y emore OWNt- to
enter into' a newspaper controversy
than our contemporary professes to

have; and now dhat we have shoy'n
that his article of last week contained.
statements incqusistent with the facts
and unjust to ouraelf, we can start
fair, and are willing to accept his

promise of future editorial courtesy in
good faith, and demonstrate to him
by our course hereafter that we also
can exercise that courtesy to its fullest
extept.

WHAT THE PAPERS SAY OF 18.
From all sides tsekind greetings of

or editoriat brethren of the press
pour in upon us, and we hope arepro-
duetion of st'me of them in our own
cohumnis will not be regarded as inex-
oBsable vanity upon our part.

The first greeting came from the
Iberville News, and was published in
dur last issue. Next in order comes
the Nlew Orleans Republcan, the lead-
ing Republican paper of the State,
with an acknowledgement of the re-
ceipt of the CHIEF and an extract front
what it characterizes as our " well
written salutatory."

Close in the wake of this, a flatter-
ing notice from the. New Orleans Semi-
Weehkl Lynisiaisas, a paper owned,
edited and managed by colored men,.
and the leader of itselass in this State.
We copy its notice in full:

THax DOirLDSONvu.IL CHIEF.-A
new Republican ppr , and neatly got
up, has jIqst put in itast 1st ap perance,
aiid 6 gidty'pl-ice'it'amonh oitr er-
changes. '1r.Lilden E. Benuey is the*
proprietor and editor, Mr. Mentley
is well known as tha talented young
editor of the St. James eastisel, which
position he recently resigned in oan-
sequence of a differnce ofo pinion le-
tween himself andteIpeprletkr. •he
satttatory f the Ch•ef aaw'may be ex-
pected merely reiterates, }t editor's
well known sentiments, ap pledges
the ebniecration of 'everyV edito
ability he may pea•ees to make his
paper , aluable. The d4rt numbe.s is
lively and well a~jauged, ad we w•Ph
it a prosperous ctreYr.

W rewere amuch surprised as grti-
fled at the follo3lng notice from the
Pe•1eitra- w~ bliesa a paper nirtil re-
centfy opposed to the State Aitinls-I tration, but iWhich has now taken the

"new 4eparture" and comes out bold-
C ly for the right side 1

r 'he frst number of the Donaldsn-.
ville C'Adf, pubtlahed ' by Mr. ii de
E. Bentley has been received, Its
splendid typographical condition did
not take us.by surprise, nor did Mr.
Bentley's pointed editorials make uK
lforgt that le was at one time coa-
ieeted with the St. James B&*ised, a
paper which ranked first among the
o•rnals of Louisiana. •,iaden, your

enterprise deserves success and we ex-
tend to yon tue right heatd' of fellow-
ship in eesalsting grip -.

The ?'orth Zotrfsla• Jotornat, pub-

f lished at St Josehi , La., pays us this
t compliment : "

We are in receipt of the finrt uum-
her of the .DonaldsonvilflgC'ief, (Rep.1
published by L. E. Bentley, untillate-
ly editor of the St. James $entfeI.t The Chief is a live paper, and its ty-

pogr hical appearance truly refresh
-rg, aler going through a bundle of
almost illegible country exchanges.I We gladly place it upon our list.

We close our installiment for this
week, with a flattering paragraph front
the Baton Rouge State JourTal:

We welcome to our table the firstSnumber of the )onaldsonvtlle Ckief.
a We have examined it critically, per,

e used it thoroughly from top to bottom,
and vice versa, and pronounce it, in
its make up, faultler. In its appear-d ance it couldn't be improved. It is

e sound in principle and upon the right
side. We wish the Chief all the suc-

Scess imaginable, and to its able editor,
extend in greetjng our editorial flip,

r ,per.


