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A large fire in Monroe, La., has
destroyed the greater portion of the
business part of the town. Total loss
589,300 ; insurance, $203,500.
— P

The Heon. J. Henri Burch has ai
last earned a just and indisputed ti
tle to the imitials R. C. M.—that is,
if they stand for Henegade Colored
Man. ' - -
: s U e

News from Mexico is not at all re-
assuring to those whe wish well tn
that distracted Republic. The revo-
lution ix fast spresding, und the peo-
ple are paralyzed. President Juarez,
in a speech to Cougress, correctly
states the case when he says that the
eountry is consuming itself in a froit-
less straggle of military against legal
power., Fhu, faet is, there ave too
many military chieftains in Mexico,
and the natural basiness of these idle
men—who are just above the level of
bandits—is to plot conspirncies awd
lead revolutions. The tone of the
President’s speech is less confident
than we might have expected from
him under circumstauces not speeially
perilous,

NEwsPaPER Laiws.—The followin

syuupsis of the newspaper laws, wil
be found interesting by those who re-
ceive papers by mail:

1. A Postmaster is reguired to give
nofice by letter (returning a paper
does not answer the law) when a sab-
scriber does not take his paper out of
the office, and state the reasons for its
not being taken ; and a neglect to do
so mikes the Postmaster responsibile
to the publishers for the payment.

2, Auy person who takes a paper
from the Post-office, whether directed
to his pame or anutf:ler, or whether ke
bus subscribed or not, is responsible
for the pay. ;

3. If a person orders his paper dis-
oondnue(f:e he must pay all arrearages
or the publisher may continue to send
it until the payment is made.

4. If the subscriber ovders his paper
to be stopped at a certain time, and
the publisher continnes to send it, the
aubacriber is bonnd to pay for it if he
takes it from the post-office. The law
proceeds upon the ground that a man
must pay for what he nses,

5. The courts have decided that re-
fusing te take newspapers and periodi-
cals from the postoflice, or removing
and leaving them uncalled for, is
prima facie evidence of intemtiopal
fraud. 3

e A .

Excrming Scewes.—St. Stephens
(Roman Catholic) chareh in New
York, which is so famous for its superb
musie, was the scenc of a disagreeable
disturbance on Sunday last. Just as
the congregation were engaged in the
most solemn pertion of the mass, an
unearthly yell was heard, and the
Cougregation furning round saw a
man, respectably dressed, writhing in
apparent agouy in the cential aisle.
e was a howling maniac. From his
dips came the most dreadful cries and
(vaths. He dancedand swung his arins
around his head and tore his hair.
The services were of course suspended,
and the man was forced from the
church. He was sent to the hospital
as a lynatic.

A atill move sevious disturbanee took
place at the Roman Catholic church,
seat the corner of Thompson and Caral
streets, on Chrismas morning. Jpst
us the priest was about Pronouncing
the benedietion a drunken maniae
nanted “Ellis staggered up the aisle,
aud in aloud and abusive way de-
nonuced the priest and eongregation,
and when ordered eut by t-ﬂ sexton |
dared any one to try and put him ont.
In an instant twenty men sprang from
their seats and made for Elfis, Con-
fusion wnd consternation peigned,
Some of the women screamed, while
others fainted, Ellis backed 1
ugninst apew, and drawing a ko
dared  them to come on. A mun
named Knapp then advanced upon
Ellis, and he plunged his knife into
Enapp's shoulder. Ellis was then
knocked down and stabbed by soine
unknown persons, and then taken to
If.ht' station-Tionse. s ’

ANNUAL MESSAGE
OF

Goverrior H. C." Warmoth,
TO THE

General Assembly of Louisiana,
BEBSION OF 1872,

SraTe oF Lovimsiaya,
Exeeutive Departinent,
¥ New Orleans, January 1, 1872,
Gentlemedg of the Senate and House of Rep-
resentatives of the State of l;uuir:iana:
In conrplianee with my duty, under
the constitution, I have the honor to
lay before you the following informa-
tion resfecting the general condition
of aftaingin the State, with the recom-
mendatidn of such measures as T have
deemed of sufficient importance to
merit yo§r especial considerntion :
PUBLIC DERT.
The State Auditor peérsists in pab-

lishing to the world that our debt is
$41,194,473 91, which he makes up

by addigg to the actual debt of the
State, Which s $22,205.790 58, an

amount

e hich he calls a “ contingent
ebt” o

18,808,683 33. This last is
1t is eontingent
in that ig miing actual debt is en-
tirely dependent—tirst, upon the con-
struction' of ecertain  railvoads, for
which the SBtate has agreed to indorse

second gortgage bouds for $12,500
per mily the companies having the
right to $sue livst mortgage bonds for

the same, amount; and, second, upon
the foolish preswmption that these
roads, with all their franchises, rolling
stoek, fixtoves, trade, ete., will not be
worth $8,000 per mile, the aggregate
of the firg and second mertgage bonda.
This is n§ more a debt, to be employed
a8 such Atthe expense of owr State
credit, than is the indersement of a
promissory note by an individual who
is secured for the liability he assunies,
by a pl@ige of five-twenty bonds or
real estf@e, in the proportion of four
dollars tff one. .
In_the first place, there is not the
slightest probability that any of these
roudds, except the New Orleans, Mobile |
and Texss railroad will be construeted ;
and, in the second place, if every cne
of them should be bailt, the State
would W am ply secured from ever
having fo pay the indorsement, for
the reacon that the roads chartered,
if constructed, would he worth four
times the amount gnuranteed. .
This unwise course of the Auditor
has tended to depreciate our securities,
and has given the enemies of recon-
struction eapital from which to mis-
g our - government and to
sredit npon us abroad.
pur debt was £10,157, 882 12.
In 1868 §when the present administra-
tion cante into power, it was 814,347,
051 (2, s nd it 18 pow about $23,045,-
790 58. 'his inerease counsists in three
million dollars employed for the repair
of leveeg: three million to take up the

tlonting@ebt which had been incurred
prior toffhe inauguration of the pres-
£nt go ient; fwo and a half mil-
lions sufseribed for stock to the New

Orleans; Mobile & Texzas Railroad
Compary, and seven hundred and fif-
ty thowsand dellars subsidy granted
to the same company. The present
administration is not properly charge-
able with the three million dollars for
floating debt because it was mostly, if
not entirely, ereated before its incom-
ing. So that the real increase of the
debt by the present government hus
been anly sbout six and a half million
dollursg and the wisdom of the sev-
eral invelving the inerease ia gen-
erally dpnceded and almost aniversal-
ly appi§ved.

The honded debt on whieh interest
is being paid is 19,858,300, the annu-
al interest on which amounts to %1, -
403,820. Of this debt, 21,357,000 in
State I$nds have been purchased, and
by certain trust funds in the
treasmy, which, if cancelled, would
reducegour interdst paying debt to
#18,508300, and the anpual inferest
to &1,3%2,

FINANCES.

The eondition of our State finances
deman®s yonr most serious attention.
The refort of the State Anditor will
show N deficit for the past year of
nearly fwo millions of dollars. This
has been caused by the ineficiency of
tax collectors and the enormous ap-
propriations made at the last session
of the (General Assembly in excess of
the revenne, To meet this deficiency
two things are necessary : First, a re-
daetiog to the minimum of all the ex-
penses the government; and see-
ond, afigorons and/efficient collee-

tion offhe revenue. This is practica-
ble, an@ the best solution to the prob-
lem I fve been able to devise.

The bmount necessary to pay sala-

ries of bificers need not exceed 2320 -
000; that for mileage and per diem of
members and the contingent expenses
of the General Assembly need mot ex-
ceed $125,000; while all other expen-
ses, g yable from the general fund,
includ@e those necessary for the sup-
port offhe militia, of publie institu-
tiont ofa charitable character, such as
institufons for the deaf, dumb and
blind, the Insane Asylum and the
Charity Hospital of New Orleans, and
for the reat of public buildings, ete.,
need not elmeerr 420,650,

The interest on our State debt
amounts to $1,403,820 per anvum. It
requirck  $400,000 to maintain our
public gchool system.

The @our mills assessed for the gen-
eral fuf#l is believed to be sufficient
to pay #he salaries of officers and the

currenfexpenses of the machinery of

| (_1?” government, It isdoubtless enough

to do so witlt economy, but it should
not be expeeted to bear the drafs of
four millions of dollars in appropria-
tions, as was assumed by the legisla-
tion of the last session.

1 would, therefore, recommend that
during the present session of your
honorable body an aet be passed mak-
ing a general appropriation for pay-
ment of salaries of officers, interest on
the public debt, expenses of public
education and the publie charities,
which act shall be a general law and
remain in operation until modified or
repealed by the General Assembly.
Should this be done, we shall avoid
the evil which has heretofore prevail-
ed, of crowding into this bill u large
number of obnoxious appropriations
and coercing unwiiling members to
vote for its passage under the threat
of defeating the necessary appropria-
tions for the year.

I desire to eall your particular at-
tention to the decision of the Supreme
Court in the case of “The State ex
rel Solemon and Simpson vs. James
Graham, State Auditor,” in which the
doetrine relative to apprepriations is
laid down in the following lunguage :
“ But it is contended by the relators
that the appropriation does not create
a debt *because the money is pre-
sumed to be in the treasury.’ This
raises the very serious question, wheth-
er or not the Legislature ean make
appropriations unless there be money
to meet the warrants authorized there-
by, either actually in the tressury or
provided for by the revenue bill. The
power of appropriation is the right to
apply to publie purposes money in the
treazury.  Article 104 of the constitu-
tion declares, ‘No maoney shall be
drawn from the treasury but in pur-
suance of specific appropriations made
by law,” An appropriation is an auth-
orization to the Auditor to check up-
on the treasury for moneys there de-

osited. If, therefore, the revenues
»e inadequate to meet the interest of
the public debt and the current ex-
penses of the necessary State agencies
to preserve the government, an appro-
priation (whereby the liabilities of the
State are inereased) for any other pur-
pose than for the support and muin-
tenance of the machinery of govern-
ment, ig a debt within the meaning of
the constitutional amendment, which
deelares ¢ that prior to the first of Jan-
uary, 1890, the debt of the State shall
not be increased so as to exceed
twenty-five millions of dollars.’” |
From this it will be seen that the
Legislature has no power to make any,
apprupriat.im; for _uuir purpose what-
ever, “ unless there be money to meet
the warrants authorized thereby, ei-
ther actually iz the treasury or provi-
ded for by the revenue bill." In other
words, when an appropriation is made
its puyment must alse be provided for
by the assessment of anadditional tax
or the act will be obnoxious to the
constitutional amendment limiting the
State debt to 25,000,000 prior to
1890

Nor do I believe that under this de-
cision of the Supreme Court the State
Auditor has authority to issue any
warrant upon the general fund for
other than the necessary expenses of
the government, until it is ascertained
that the portion of the revenue which
is set apart for the general fund will
be in excess of the total amount re-
quired for such legitimate expenses of
government.

‘The eredit of our State abroad has
aygtiained, witheut great loss however,
a severe shoek during the past year.
T reckless manner in whieh appro-
priations were made for the improve-
ment of real and imaginary bayous,
real and fietitious claims against the
State, private charitable associutions
and enormous compensation to offi-
cials, the manner in which $750,000
was squandered by the House of Rep-
resentatives, together with other inei-
dents, have toid heavily upon our
credit both at home and abroad. While

the government has been extravagant,

almost eriminally so, in its expendi-
tures, produactive in itself of the most
mischievoug effects on our credit, an-
other interest, thinking to combat ex-
tremes by others quite as insane and
disreputable, took upen itself, at the
suggestion of some ambitious politi-
cian or server of some opposition rail-
road interest, to commit a number of
gentlemen to the gilly attempt to fore-
stall the action of the Supreme Court ;
to pass judgment on guestions then
before it—to declare the uuneonstitu-

‘tionality of laws subsequently decided

constifutional by our Supreme Court,
and to affirm that such debts as were
contracted in exeess of a certain amonnt
in aid of railroads, ete., were uncon-
stitutional and would not e paid.

The gentlemen whe were deceived
into signing this circular now see that
while they have only tegiporarily af-
fected the eredit of the State and de-
layed the negotiation of omr bonds
abroad, they, in their private inter-
ests, have not escaped, but are already
experiencing the evil effects of - their
carelessness, They delayed, and came
near defeating entirely, the constrie-
tion of a railroad the importance of
which to the city of New Orleans and
to the State can not now be fully esti-
mated. Many of these gentlemen inu-
form me that they wefe misled, and
that it was farthest from their wish to
cause the embarrassments which the
originator of the paper intended, and
which it did actually produce.

A COLLEGE !l‘ THE INTEREST OF AGRI-
' CULTURE AND THE MECHANIC ARTS,

By aet of Congress, approved July
2, 1862, and the amendments thereto,

of Louisiana land mﬁlll_\ amounting to ]

| the college.
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30,000 acres, for each member the
State had then in Congress.

The grant was conditioned on its
formal acceptance by the State, and
in compliance with the terms on which
it was annde,

The State accepted the donation by
act of the Legislature, approved March
5, 1869. This act designated the Gov-
ernor, Chief Justice and a commission-
er, to be appointed by them, to act in
behalf of the Btate, Benator John
Lynch was appointed commissioner,
and the commission thns formed re-
ceived from the Secretary of the In-
terior serip for 209,920 acres, The State
should bLave rveceived 210.000 scres,
but there is a provision in the act

| making the grant which provides that

the scrip shall be issned in denomina-
tions of ene hundred and sixty aeres.
The commissioner of the general land
office in Washington therefore refused
to issue serip for the eighty odd acres
due Lounisiana.

The serip was sold at eighty-seven
cents per acre, as high, if not the high-
est price, I believe, received by any
State at that time for serip thus issned.

The 209,920 acres sold at this rate
gave net, after deducting £317 37 com-
mission paid in New York for deliver-
ing the serip there, $182,313 03, This
amount, in compliance with the act of
Cougress, was invested in Lonisiana
State bonds, as follows:
$250,000 Louisiana State six per

cent. bouds at 64 cents. ... £160,000 00
#36,000 Louisinna State six ‘per

eent. bonds at 61 centa......... 21,960 00
$286,000 bonds for. ..o .o oano. . $181,960 00

This leaves a balance to the eredit
of the commission in bank of $353 03,
It is hoped that this amount will be
increased by interest falling due next
month, on bends already bought, to an
amount sufficient to enable the com-
mission to buy $14,000 more bonds,
and thus swell the fund to $300,000 in
six per cent. bonds, This will give an
annual income of $18,000 to be used
in sustaining a collegedn the interbst
of agriculture and the mechanic arts.

The commission will make a full
and detailed report to your hondrable
body at an early day.

The State is to be congratulated on
the manner in which the serip has
been disposed of and the proceeds in-
vested. It is to be hoped that the
Legislature will be equally wise in de-
veloping a plan for the establishing of
As this subject is one
fraught with such interest to the State,
especially as it furnishes an important
aid in giving completeness to the edu-
cational system, [ bespeak for it your
most careful consideration.

RAILEOADS.

I am encouraged that your faith in
the New Orleans, Mobile & Texas
Railrond Company is about to be most
1 berally rewarded, and that, notwith-
standing the most violent opposition
at home aud abroad, we are to
have speedily constructed a railroad
from New Orleans to Houston,
in Texas, and auother to Shreve-
port, in our own State. At the
time it was feared the enterprise wounld
prove a failure, and thet we should
lose the large sums alveady advaneed
in aid of the company. In Europe
and in all the money eentres of our
own eountry, the appearance of a eir-
cular, numerouzly signed by thefriends
and partisans of opposition railroad
interests, having for its object the de-
preciation of our credit in order to
defeat the megotiation of the bonds
given by the State in aid of the com-
pany, cansed a temporary embarrass-
ment, and came near defeating the
enterprise.

The company for this reason, was
foreed, for a time, to suspend work,
and, indeed, the payment of its em-
ployes. The stockholders have, how-
ever, recently met and sabseribed for
the bonds among themselves, the en-
tire amonnt being readily taken. In
addition to this, Mr. Charles Morgan,
owning and controlling the rival rail-
road interest, hus been induced to
compromise his oppoiition and to
unite with the company by subserib-
ing for a large part of its stock and
its securities.

By this combination we shall seeare
more speedily than was anticipated,
not only the road to Houston, Texas,
via Donaldsonville and Vermilion-
ville, but also a requl from Berwiek's
Bay, via Vermilionville and Alexan-
dria, to Shreveport,

deem this the mostli mportant
epoch in the history of our State, and
it we can, as I believe we shail, at the
close of our adminiztration, be able to
point to the achievments of these two
great enterprises, I shall feel that we
have done move for the material in-
terests of the people than conld have
been expected at the commencement,
even under the most favorable aus-
pices. The wisdom of yonr legisla-
tion on the subject will be fully vindi-
cated, and the aid, at one time believ-
ed to be extravagant, will be ap-
proved by our whole population.

The New Orleans aud Northeastern
Railroad Company, the New Orleans,
Metairie and Lake Railrodd Company,
the Right Bank Kailroad and Freight
Transferring Company, the Louisinna
and Arkansas Rajlroad Company, the
New Orleans, Baton Rouge and Vieks-
burg Railroad Company, the Alexan-
dria, Homer and Fulton Railroad
Company and the Arkansas and Delta
Railroad Company have all failed so
far te de anything, I, therefore, re-
commend the passage of an act pro-
viding -that unless work en these
roagls is begun within six months and

the United States donated to the State |

regular]y prosecuted- the charters be

-

repealed. They stand in the way of
eapitalists who ean and would do the
work, and should be removed.

THE LEVEES.

On this importait subject 1 have

mueh to say. Upon these works de-
ends the prosperity of our State in
er  agriculural and railroad in-

terests,  Possibly New  Orleans
might exist uwpon the commerce
passing between the great North-
west and the outer world, he-
epuise of her position on the Missis-
gippi river; but the wealth of the
State depends upon the completeness
and safety of our leyee system, and it
deserves and should haye, as it has
herctofore, your most earnest consid-
eration. For the first time in the his-
tory of Louisiana, one comprehensive
plan has been adopted, and let us
Lope it will be effective.

The various laws passed since the
seftlement of Louisiana to 1871 have
all proved ineffectnal to stop crevas-
sex, and oceasionally vast destruction
of property ; and if it were even then
proper to trust to the old riparian
propyietor plan, all such ideas are
now obsolete, from the change of the
labor system; and the only way to
compass the objeet was decided to be
either by a constitutional amendment
making the levee tax perpetual, or by
eontract with a private company or
corporation for a term of years, that
some plan could be developed for per-
manent security, instead of the vaeil-
lating policy “which has heretofore
been followed.

The flrst contract proposed and
passed by the Legislature of 1870 was
subject to many constitutional objec-
tions, aud I was compelled to veto it.
The next act, No. 4 of 1871, for the
sumne purpose, had and has several
ohjectionable features, and the addi-
tional aet or contraet, known as aet
| No. 277 approved February 23, was
| required to obyiate these objections,
and still the tweo bills do not properly
harmonize. You may, therefore, dur-
ing this session, be asked for supple-
mental legislation to make the system
complete and eflective. Act No. 4
provided for the issue of one million
of dollars in State bouls, but as the
constitutional limit of indebtedness
has been reached, this assistance could
not be given to the eompany. They
were ulso anthorized to issue five hun-
dred thonsand dellars of their own
honds, on the - anticipated estimates.
This was not permitted to be done,
and the company were either unable
or indisposed to commenve the work
of building the levees until since Oc-
tober 1. While probably without my
sphere of duty, strictly construed, yot
I felt conktrained to take an‘interest in-
the management of the aftairs of the
Louisiana Levee Company, and Lhope
my interference has insared to the

enefit of the State, us well as the
company, for their interests are now
identical, and itis to be hoped that
under the present management our
alluvial lands will be protected, our
railroad  communications preserved,
and onr State resources developed,
aecording to the prophecies of the
most sanguine friends of the present
levee system. The “ountlet” and “the
cut-off” advocates are the most bitter
opponents of the present system, and
I have directed the State Engineer to
prepare papets on these subjects,
which will be embodied in his annual
report.

In Aet No. 7, approved February
24, 1871, creating the Board of State
Engineers and abolishing the Board
of rf’ub]ic Works, you allowed one
hunidred thousand cabic yards to com-
plete the existing contraets of the
Board _of Public Works. This was
not sufficient, 48 appears from the re-
port of the State engineers, and yon
are asked for hn appropriation of
$53,584 76 to pay the certificates of
indebtedness issued by the Anditor
for the one hundred theusand cubie
yards, and’ 57,853 79 in payment of
the certifieates of-indebtedness issned
by the State engineers to complete
the works.

During the high water last spring a
number of crevasses ocenrred, and as

Levee company had nof taken
charge of the works, and there had
been no legal provisions for such &
contingency, I wag compelled te pro-
vide means to_close, or attempt to
close the breaks. For this purpose
the Citizens’ Bank advanced sixty
thousand dollars, and the Louisiana
National Bank twenty thousand dol-
lars, which money was expended by
the State engineers, assisted by Sen-
ator Lynch as disbursing agent, with
the result you will read in the State
Engineer’s report, and the special re-
port of Mr, Lynch on this sabject.

That promptitode of action and the
assistance given by these hanks pre-
vented a vast destruction of property,
is evident, and T would ask you to
make the proper appropriation to re-
fund the money as early as practicable,
No special appropriation was made at
the last session to defray the expenses
of the engineer corps, and mueh in-
convenience was the result. 1§ is
loped that this important matter will
ot be overlooked at this session, for
apon the activity and efficiency of
this department depends the protec-
tion of the State in levee matters, ns
well “as all other internal improve-
ments.

You will find a condensed and com-
| prehensive view of the magunitude sud
| importance ‘of the levee system in the
report of the Board of Engineers. You
will see that Engineer Van Pelt esti
mates that over four millions of enbie
yards are required to repuir the levees

from Red River to Fort Jackson. You
will find that Generals Humphrey aand
Abbott estimate thet over six millions
of yurds will be required o raise the
levees to their old grade, and over
thirty-five millions of cubic yards to
the new grade. You will find that
there has been built under the Board
of Public Works 6,330,000 cubie yards,
You will find that over eight willions
of enbie yards have been ﬁnilt- in the
parishes of Madison, Uarroll, Tensas,
Concordia and Pointe Coupee since
the war, and that over fourteen mil-
lions of cubie yards have been builtin
the State during this time.  Yon will
also find the cause of this vast in-
creqase in quantity over the estimates
of former years,

The Lonisiana Levee Company has
lately reorgunized, with some of the
strongest financial men in the Stateas
directors, Mr. Gaines, of the Citi-
zens’ Bank, is its president, while Mr.
Duncan F. Kenner, one of the oldest
planters on the Mississippi river, and
aman of great practical experience
and knowledge of the levee subject, is
its viee-president and active business
manager. The company has now a
cash eapital of 500,000, and has as-
sumed the payment of all work con-
tracted for or anthorized by me dn-
rinf; the late season of uncertainty
and delay of the company to prose-
cute the work. I have great confi-
dence now that the work will be done
promptly.

MILTTIA.

I have again to speak in terms of
the highest praise of the State militin.

‘The valuable service they have ren-

dered in preserving the peace, and
the spirit and enterprise which
they have manifested in keeping
up their organizations nnder many
difficulties and at great individual
expense, eptitle them to the high-
est commendation and to the en-
couragement of the State. 1 hope that
you will make an appropriation sufii-
cient to enable them to make an ap-
pearance creditable to the State.

PUBLIC EDUCATION,

At the commeneement of this ad-
ministration the State possessed no
system of pnblic education. What-
ever facilities were aiforded prior to
the war had been well nigh obliter-
ated, leaving, ountside of the city of
New Orleans, only here and there a
solitary school,  The Preedfuen’s Bua-
rean under the direction of the gen-
eral government, had established a
number of schools, which were inde-
pendent of State eontrol, and were
designed for the benefit of a single
eluss of eitizens, |

The Legislature of 1860 enacted a
general school law, which, it was be-
lieved, would meet the uecessities of
the people. It differed in many
points m the recommendation of
the Superintendent of Public Ednca-
tion, which had been tranemiitted to
your honorable body with my endorse-
ment, and experience proved how un-
wise was that divergence. The law
lacked the elements of directness and
simplicity which were needed to in-
sure its efficieney, and although under
it & suceessful commencement wis
made in public eduecation, the State
Superintendent found it necessary to
apply to the sneceeding Legizlature—
that of 1870—for such modifieations of
the law as would give the State edn-
cational anthorities an actsal in place
of a werely nominal control of the
school work in the 8tate. Too timor-
ous to grant all that was asked, that

rejected the simple yet complete sys-
tem proposed by the State Bomd of
Education, and left the cnmbrons ma-
chinery demanded by the former law
almost intact. Stll much was aceom-
plished during the following year
notwithstunding these disadvantages.
The foundation of subsequent suceess
was laid, but thrveugh an expenditure
of labor and at an expense which
would have been aveided had not a
fear of centralizing power, where alone
power could be efficiently emiployed,
deterred the Lepislature from passing
the bill proposed by the Superintend-
ent of Education.

At this juncture the present mem-
bers of your henorable body were
olected, and duoring the sessigm of
171 the sehool act was so amended as
to give the directness and simplicity
which had been vainly songht from
the action of the previons Legislature,
and it is gratifying to know that the
suceess attnined under it has equaled
the expectations of the advocates of
those amendments. Information fur-
nished by the Superintendent of Pub-
lic Education enables me to state the
towns and rural distriets of the State,
where, at the commencement of this
administration, only here and there o
solitary school existed, now six hun-
dred and forty may be fonnd fully or-
ganized, equipped with teachers and
maderately supplied with the appli-
ances of education, . 80" sueceessful
has been the workings of the present
law that no hand shonld be allowed to
distorb it. Its simplicity and effec-
tiveness are sufiicient argnments initu
behalf; and a law which is sastained
in every feature by the approval of
the Board of Edueation, shoold not
be ehanged at the demand of any the-
orist nnacquainted with the practieal
diffienlties that are to be overceme,

Obstaeles, a fow years sinee deemed
absolutely insurmouniable, have un-
der this law, been overcome, and
goenéral good will has beeu peeaved
for the edneational system of the
State. Kindly feelings have supplant-
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Legislature, through its committees, |




