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POETRY..
THE GHOST : A TRUE STORY.

When I was a boy, in an old churchyard
A terrible ghost appear'd,

And oft look'd over the churchyard gat&,
With a grisly, grisly beard.

He had eyes as bright and as round as suns,
And a pale and haggard cheek,

And you saw he was tninking, thinking much,
But never a word did he speak,-

Save once, when a drunken old man declared
The ghost his thin arm did stretch,

And smote him hard, and the old man heard
The ghost call out, "You wretch!"

And he stagger'd away, and from that same day
Did the drunken man repent;

But hever again down Southernhay Lane
The frighten'd sinner went.

The ghost had his home behind an old tomb
'Neath nettles and brambles hid,

And there I was told that he slept in the mold,
And his cover was a coffin lid.

A hospital close by the churchyard stood,
And the nurses were known to declare

That, whenever the dying in tortures were cry-
ing,

He put out his ear to hear;

And once I remnmber, in dreary December,
At night, as a truant pass'd by.

He saw the old ghost, looking white as a post,
And flashing out frowns from his eye.

Such at last was the fright that at evening and
night

Net a soul pass'd through Southernhay Lane;
For no one could doubt that the ghost was about-

Denial was almost profane.

When I was a bay, 'twas my tremulous joy
At noon through the churchyard to pass,

And there I saw naught but a hairy old goat
That quietly browsed on the grass.

A stranger at last walked through Southernhay
Lane,

And the ghost as accustom'd appear'd;
So he stared the old grisly one full in the face,

And valiantly grappled his beard.

And "What make you here, my old fellow," he
said,

"With a beard that's so haggard and gray ?"
And the ghost with solemnity shook his grave

head,
And opened his lips and cried-"Ba!"

Since then all my fears and my fancies grew
cool,

And I learnt, from the story I quote,
Had the old man been sober-the young boy at

school-
They had seen-not a ghost-but a goal.

-Good Things.

MISCELLANY.

The Great Medicine-Eater.

Mrs. Tabitha Watkins " had been ailin'
a considerable part of her nat'ral life."
Once she had " the dyspepsy," once " the
liver complaint." and always " the spine."
But for all this she did more work than
any woman in the village.

the had become possessed with the
demon "Physic," and strong as was her
constitution, he often threw her down and
tore her; yet she walked about and work-
ed like a living skeleton. She ate patent
medicine-well, almost like bread, and
drank it like water. Now, do not think I
am exggerating. for this is literally true.
She blistered, and rubbed, and soaked, and
steamed, according to the complaint that
she believed was affecting her at the time.
She spent her leisure in reading the papers
that advertised quacks and their nostrums;
and she ran, day or night. to see new ca-
ses of sickness, as a chid would after the
dancing bears.

She looked like an ordinary woman
drawn out to twice her length and half
the propqr thickness. I had heard of all
this, but was surprised one day to receive
a call from her.

"I've heard you was fond o' plants,
rua'am," she sa'd.

" Yes, very fond of them."
"So be I, ma'am. I have a great re-

spect for them on account of the sarvice
they render to human natur'. My belief
is, that when the Lord made the trees,
and flowers, and yarbs, He made some
particular one good for every complaint
that was to come in fashion in times to
come. And when He's been so massiful
to us, it's awful how them villainous mar-
cury doctors turn their backs on the inno-
cent things that grows, and give poor suf-
ferin' creturs min'ral p'ison ! They ought
to be tried and convicted, quartered and
hung !" she exclaimed with much spirit.

" But there are poisonous plants," I said,
"and they are often given us in small
quantities by physicians."

" Well, ma'am, they oughtn't to bel
And if folks would be their owixdmqtrs,
as I be, they wotaldn'% 'ti cheated thit
way. B' idn't come here to talk
' medici i b*ut floweme. Would
vou like ismuter-big ivy in a hang
ino-pot, an great coronation pink in
full blow, and two line geraniums?"

"Yes, if you will sell thsem at a fair
price."

"Well, that I will; for money I must
have. My husband is a good sort ofa man
-in his wqy-but he never see one sick
day in h Ilfe, and he haint naym-

" I lie-hfs folks and he likes
cookin', b Yr tstin
can't agree ; ̀ and 1 can't get alf the mon-
ey I want to keep me up; I have such a
'gone' feelin' here all the time ;" an] she
laid her hand on her heart. "I expect
nothing but I'll die some day !"

" No doubt."
" And then be'll be sorry."
-' Perhaps so. What do you ask for the

flowers you mention?"
"Only just enough to keep soul and

body together till I can bring my husband
round. dollars."

" I'll give you four dollars."
"O, thank you. That will supply me

with 'tannics, and a gross of Lile-Givin'
Pills that I need dreadfully just now. I
shall have to waitfor 'Thompson's Bitters,'
and 'Liver Corrector,' and'Tinctur' of Im-
mortality,' till berry-time, and earn them
pickin'."

' Buia ma good woman, I should think
you would kill yourself I" I said.

"That's just what he says; but you see
I'm alive, and able to out-work you. But
he and 1 have just had a few words on the
question; and as I lieered you was a re-
markable larned woman and knew boto-
my, apdigroology, and 'lectricity, and all
them things; and I wanted to know and
converse with you, as well as to sell you
them pots. You're jist come down from
the city. Have you heard of this 'hew
medicin' tfhait makes folks all over ag'in
inside?"

No." I said, laughing; "is there such
a one?"

" Yes, the papers says so; and there's
more than a dozen womern that's put their
names to it, and 'most siabre that it made
them all over new ag'in !"

" Maybe they never did swear that."
"0, yes, they must. The doctor that

makes it come from the college in Lon-
non; and of course he wouldn't lie; and
if he did, them women's husbands would
sue him for breach o' promise-no, for
slander, or some such crime."

" Maybe there are no such women in the
world as those he names."

"That can't be, for he gives street and
number in Liverpool and London."

" Probably there are no such streets or
numbers there."

"Massy! How unbelievin' you be!
You're just like him. This morning I
asked him for five dollars to get half-a-
dozen bottles of 'Thompson's Bitters'
(vou get a bottle thrown in se), and he
wouldn't give it to me. I knew he had
fifteen dollars in his pocket then.

" You promised, John,' said 1, ' to love,
cherish and obey me.'

" ' I didn't,' says he.
"'You did!' says I.
"'Not a bit of it,' says he.
"' You promised to provide for me,'

says I.
Yes, that I did,' says he.

"'Then provide medicine,' says I.
No, I won't,' says he.

"' Why not?' says I.
" 'Because I never promised to provide

ropes, nor razors, nor pills for you to kill
yourself with,' says he.

"When he said the word ' pills.' I
thought I should die! For, don't you be-
lieve, the night afore I set a box on 'em by
my bed, as I was takin' a course; and I
coughed, and reached out to get some
medicate plums that I use to soothe my
throat; and bein' half asleep, I emptied
them pills into my mouth and chawed 'em
up afore I knew what they was! It seems
as if I taste 'em now.

"'Eh!' I screamed; and he thought
I'd swallowed a bottle of hot drops; but
when he see what it was, he laughed
enough to kill himself, and says, 'I hope
this'll be the end o' your takin' medicine
by night!' Well, them pills run me nigh
down to the borders of the grave; and' I
needed Tine. o' Tal..' as I call the "Tinc-
ture of Immortality," to keep me up. And
he wouldn't buy it for me."

"I don't know as I blame him," said I.
"Why, how hard-hearted some women

is !" sighed the medicine-eater. " They
say there's a man that gives 'lectral pills
up to Boston, and that, after you've taken
'em two weeks, if you go into a dark
room. you look like a fire woman. And
this fire that the pills kindles inside of
you burns up all your diseases, and leaves
only the pure parts that can't hold no
disease.

" They do say you can read by the light
of one that takes 'em reg'lar ! If I could
only get money enough to go up to Bos-
ton and buy a gross o' boxes, I feel as if it
would add years and years to my life, so't
I could bring up my own children, place o'
leavin' 'em to astepi- other." 9

Just at this juncture a pleasant, rosy-
cheeked man in middle life appeared at the
open window, and asked if Mrs. Watkins
were there.

" I be!" responded the lady, in sepul-
chral tones; and with a touch of irony she
added. " Can I do anything for you, Mr.
Watkins?"

"Come, come along home, mother!"
said the good-natured man, smiling and
winking at us. "There's somebody at
our house you'll be glad to see."

" Massy, there isn't a pie in the house!
Who is it?"

" Well, it's a new patent medicine ped-
dler in a red wagon, with a gold eagle and
a phoenix rising out of somebody's ashes
on it. He says the storekeepers fort ii
miles round sent him here, and told 'am if
he could get your custom he'd t '.aue,
and could live on that alone!

"Come; when I heard you had gone to
sell your plants, I thought you'd be selling
the children next; so 1 was just starting
down street to give you the money you
wanted, when this fellow came flaming
along. Come, now, and buy, and take all
you want; though we've got an old brick
oven now full of cod-liver oil and other
stuff that's gone out of fashion at our
house !"

Hasethis man got 'lectric pills, father?"
asked the infatuated woman. "The paper
says the queen took them, and they burnt
up all her complaints."

We'll ask him," replied the kind man.
And then the two walked off together, ap-
parently on good terms.-Youth's co- -
panmon.

The Czar's Visit to John Bull.

Alexander of Russia is about to visit
England, and Londoners will have a sen-
sation only less thrilling than the visit of
the Shah last year, and the reception of
the Duke and Duchesss of Edinburgh this.
The Imperial papa is to come hither to ob-
serve his beloved dauohter Marie in her
new home. Not that te Czars are whol-
ly strange to Londoners. There are
plenty of middle-aged cockneys who can
well remember when, twenty years ago,
the grimly handsome Nicholas, the pres-
ent Czar's father, was welcomed here amid
the booming of cannon, and innumerable
festoons of flowers and evergreens. But
the present occasion will be the more in-
teresting from the new relation between
the Imperial and the Royal families, and
especially so because the English are as
anxious now to avoid a Russian war as
they were eager to enter upon one when
Nicholas came to pay his respects to Vic-
toria and Albert. For this reason, as
well as for the opportunity of royal dis-
play which the Queen has of late affected,
to the exceeding yjoy of West End trades-
people, the Czars reception is likely to
be a really magniieent one. He will be
welcomed with salvos in the Channel,
parades frpm Oheapside to Kingston, re-
views at Windsor,banquets at Buckingham
Palace and the Mansion Horse; and every
effort will undoubtedly be made to im-
press him as well with the friendship as
the power of.the British. Alexander is
too great a traveler not to put up with
whatever national peculiarities he finds,
and will not be likely to be as much
shocked as his uncle Alexander was be-
fore him with what he called "the insolent
familiarity" of a British crowd. Such
pageants as this, which is already being
prepared to receive him, have certainly a
tendency to restore popularityto the royal
family and to take the wind out of Mr.
Bradlaugh's sails; for even the volatile
Parisian is not fonder of show and-parade
than the average cockney of the lower
middle class.-London Cor. Boston Post.

NEWS SUMMARY.
PERSONAL AND POLITICAL.

A Washington special states that the Pres-
ident had offered Minister Washburne the po-
sition of Secretary of the Treasury, and that
the latter had declined.

Governor Shepherd was again before the
District Investigating Committee on the 7th.
He admaitl some important errors, such as
charging the Government for reservations
and streets which were not improved as
charged, but affirmed that this was done with-
out his knowledge, but on the authority of
subordinate officers whose exhibit he had
taken a statement of. The debt of the Dis-
trict, as made up from his evidence, is over
$18,000,000.

A joint resolution has passed both branches
of the Legislature of Pennsylvania, by a
unanimous vote, asking the President of the
United States to appoint a board to re-exam-
ine the proceedings in the case of General
Fitz John Porter.

The Illinois State Farmers' Association
have called a State Convention to be held at.
Springfield on the 10th of June, for the pur-
pose of nominating candidates for State
officers.

COMMERCj' AND INDUSTRY.
Gold closed in New York on the 11th, at

112 1-2.
Following is the comparative cotton state-

ment for the week ending May 8:
1874. 1873.

Net receipts for past week
all U. S. portas......... 24,497 43,3:1

Total receipts from Sept. 1
to date all U. S. ports.... 378,119 329,010

Exports for past week
from all ports............ 67,606 55,3 9

Total exports from Sept. I
to date from all ports.... 2,433,893 2,136,771

Stock now on hand at all
U. S ports .............. 363,715 412,998

Stock now on hand at all
interior towns............ 09,171 79,787

Stock atLiverpool.......... e71,000 781,tau
Stock of American afloat for

GreatBritain............. 275,000 2t0,000
The winter wheat in Wisconsin is reported

badly damaged, and not more than half a crop,
it is stated, will be realized.

The Atlantic and Great Western Railroad
has been permanently leased by the Erie
Railway Company, at a rent of 30 per cent. of
the gross receipts of said road.

Professor Baird recently made an argument
before the Congressional Committee on Ap-
propriations in favor of stocking the Missis-
sippi River with shad,which he believes to be
entirely practicalle. An appropriation for
that purpose is asked for.

A card is published signed by John Welsh,
President of the United States Board of Fi-
nance, and Joseph B. Hawley, President of
the United States Centennial Committee,
which says: " To set at rest all doubts as to
the carrying out of the International Exposi-
tion it is respectfully announced......that the
work essential for a due celebration of the
Centennial anniversary by an International
Exhibition in 1816 has been commenced and
will be proceeded with without delay."

The Attorney-General of Wisconsin has
given an opinion to the Governer and Railroad
Commissioners to the effect that the railroad
law of that State is constitutional, and meas-
ures will be immediately instituted to enforce
obedience to the law.

An unauthorized announcement has been
in some way promulgated from the Grange
headquarters in Washington, to the effect that
all members of the order desiring seeds or
public documents could have them forwarded
free by express upon application to their re-
spective representatives in Congress. The
result is that many members have been over-
whelmed with applications to which they are
unable to respond except at the expense of
their private purse.

A Washington special states that the House
Postal Committee have agreed to report a
b-11, making prepayment compulsory on all
newspapers and other printed matter. Pa-
pers mailed regularly from the publishing
offices will be paid for at so much per pound,
thus enabling the putting up of large pack-
ages.

CRIMES AND CASUALTIES.
Detective Louis J. Lull, alias Allen, of Chi-

cago, who was wounded in the fight with the
Younger brothers at Monegaw Springs, has
since died from the effects of his wounds.

Bill Kelly (colored) was hung at Nashville,
on the 8th, for the commission of a horrible
outrage upon a white woman last July. He
protested his innocence to the last.

Ben Hogan, a well known pugilist, died
recently in Pittsburg from the effects of a
pistol shot fired by a woman in an alterca-
tion. Hogan claimed that he was engaged as
peace-maker in the altercation at the time he
was shot.

At Buffalo., N. Y., on the 11th, a four-story
brick block on 'Main street fell in without
any previous warning. A two-story brick
building adjoining was crushed in by the
falling debris. A lad of fourteen and a young
girl were instantly killed, and a number of
others received severe, and some of them
probably fatal, injuries.

MISCELLANEOUS.
A New Orleans dispatch of the 7th says:

The Governor and Relief Committee receive
letters daily from the overflowed parishes,
giving details of the condition of the inhabi-
tants. Recent letters from Colahoula, Cald-
well, Concordia. Franklin, Ouachita and
Tensas parishes show no improvement, but
indicate additional affliction by sickness. A
planter from Chicot county, Ark., reports
great destitution in that locality, and that no
relief had so far been given them.

A New Orleans special to the St. Louis
Globe, on the 8th, estimates the damage re-
sulting from the inundation at $30,000,000.
This may be somewhat reduced, it is added,
should the waters recede in time for the cot-
ton crop. There is but little to be expected
from the sugar and rice crop. The loss in the
cotton crop in Louisiana is estimated at 250,-
000 bales. The amount of human suffering is
appalling. The water was falling slowly at
this date......The Memphis relief committee
has received a large number of letters and ap-
plications for relief from the overflowed dis-
trict, particularly from the lower part of Ar-
kansas, where the destitution is the greatest.
A petition from 350 colored laborers from
Arkansas City and vicinity says:

"The undersigned, colored people of Arknsas
City and neighboring plantations, would re-

spectfully state that we are in a desperate con- c'
dition, only afew of us having a few days' ra- sa
tions. and they have been furnished by the own- ev
era of plantations who have not enough left for to
their own families long. The water stands as ii
high as four feet above the floor of many of our sa
homes. Some of us have had to move out and si
herd with others as best we can. Over all the ti
plantations the water stands from three to five ai
fet. the levees are all broken, fences gone, to

and our stock has been greatly teducec from Ii
drowning and starving. Our friends, the white n
people, have done all they could, and can do no te
more. We can see nothing but starvation and p
death to many of us, unless good people will aid b
us. and thatsoon." I

The commissioners appointed by the Gen-
eral Conference of the Methodist Episcopal i:
Church North in 1872,-to bear fraternal greet-
ings to their Southern brethren, visited the t
General Conference of the Methodist Episco-
pal Church South, in session at Louisville,
Ky., on the 8th, and were received with great
cordiality. The utmost harmony and good 1
feeling appeared to prevail during the meet-
ing. and the expressions of good will made t
by the commission as representing the senti-
ments of the Northern Church were received
with hearty applause.

The Relief Committee of Louisiana report-
ed as follows to Governor Kellogg on the
9th:

" From the 23d of April to the 8th of May, fif-
teen days, we shipped to the overflowed districts
852,428 rations of breadstuffs and 333,401 rations
of meat, of which the Government supplied 163,-
133 rations of breadstuffs and 118,025 rations of
meat. The shipments made in excess of receipts
from the Government were proceeds from private
contributions. We have beep far from supply-
ing the demands on us. We estimate, from the
best Information we can gather, the number ofsufferers in Louisiana alone at 56,500 persona. I
I'he calls are increasing, as the distress becomes
greater from the exhaustion of supplies in the
hands of the people at the time of the overflow."'

A St. Louis Globe special of the 11th says:
Of the whole overflow from Cairo to the Gulf.
the greatest damage appears to be in the La-
fourche, Terrebonne and Attakapas districts
of Louisiana. Larger extents of territory,
further north, are under water, but the land
is not so valuable and so much damage has not
been done. The districts named are under a t
lake one hundred and fifty miles wide and two
hundred long. The suffering is intense be-
cause of the density of population, and peti- i

tions for relief are constantly received. This
is a rich sugar country, and the crops are ut-
terly ruined for years to come. The lake is
fed by the Morganza and Hickey crevasses.
A large number of lives have been lost, and i
men heretofore in good circumstances are al-
most ruined. They are living in garrets, t
and the country presents the wildest scene of
desolation.

A fire, which was caused by two boys I
lighting a cigar in an unoccupied house, re-
cently destroyed the entire village of Ridge-
way, Iowa, with the exception of one brick i
house. Loss about $100,000, and thirty to
forty families rendered homeless.

Weston, the celebrated pedestrian, com-
menced a five-hundred mile walk in New
York, on the morning of the 11th, and accom-
plished his first 115 miles in 23 hours, 50 min-
utes~and 58 seconds.

Two new and alarming crevasses at Friar'e
Point, Miss., were reported on the 10th. It d
was thought that the town, beside a large and
rich section of cotton lands adjacent, would
be inundated.

A Connecticut paper manufacturer, named c
Hudson, has testified before the Committee of
Banking and Currency that he offered to sup-
ply the fiber paper used by the Treasury De-
partment at forty-five cents per pound. The 1
Government now pays seventy-five cents per t
pound for this paper.

FOREIGN.
News has been received of a terrible con-

flagration which occurred in the town of
Lavag, Philippine Islands, on the 28th of
January. Two children left to themselves
set a house on fire, and the conflagration ex-
tended so rapidly that in the course of four
hours half of the houses in the town, nearly
3,000 in number, were destroyed. Not a fruit
tree remained. Thousands of weaving
frames were destroyed and multitudes of cat-
tle perished. Fifteen persons, including six
children, were burned to death.

The steamship Siberia, plying between Liv-
erpool and Madeira, is supposed to be lost
with all her crew and passengers.

Gen. Concha began an advance from Bilbao
on the 11th. The Carlists were intrenching
themselves in the mountain passes. Gen.
Olio had issued a decree that all persons ex-
pressing dissent to the pretensions of Don
Carlos will be shot.

A destructive fire recently occurred in the
Bastile quarters in Paris. A number of per-
sons were burned to death.

The National Assembly met at Versailles
on the 12th.

The Carlists claim a victory for Don Alfonso
in a recent engagement with the Republican
troops.

CONGRESSIONAL.

MAY 7.-Senate.-The amended bill au-
thorizing the Secretary of War to issue until Sep-
temizer 1 temporary supplies of food, and dis-
tribute army clothine to persons suffering from
the overflow of the Mississippi, and appropriat-
ing e100,000 for sueh purpose,passed without dis-
cussion... The bill giving the assent of Congress
to the improvement of WolfRiver across the Me-
nominee Indian Reservation, Wisconsin, was
passed.... House - the Centennial bill was again
considered in Committee of the Whole. Numer-
ous speeches were made, pro and con, when a
motion eras made ordering the bill to a third
reading, which was detested-ayes, 92; noes,
138. A motion to reconsider was subsequently
adopted-ayes, 114; noes, 112-and the bill will
again come up to-morrow. Adjourned.

MAY 8.-Senate.-The bill to enable In
diana to become citizens of the United States,
was reported from the committee and placed on
the calendar... The Geneva Award bill was then
read and its provisions discussed at some length,
but no vote had.... Adjourned to Monday.
House.-The session was devoted principally to
private bills.

MAY Q.-Senate not in session. House.-
The day was principally occupied by a discus-
sion of the Indian Appropriation bill, which A-
nally passed the Committee of the Whole and
was reported to the house No further action
was taken before adjournment.

MAY 11.-Senate.-The House bill for
the relief of settlers on public lands was re-
ported favorably by the committee and placed on
the calendar.. Memorials were presented from
citizens of New York and Cincinnati, interested
in the transportation of live stock, asking that
the same be exempted from the provision of the
bill requiring live stock to be unloaded at certain
intervals while being transported. Referred to
Committee on Agriculture A number of un-
important bills on the calenda- were passed....
The Geneva Award bill was discussed at some
length, and a final vote ordered to be taken to-
morrow... Adjourned. House.--Bills were in-
troduced and referred--by Mr. Butler of Masse-

chusetts: To provide for free banking and better
security to depositors, to hinder usury, to give
elasticity to the currency, preserve its value
to the people, and prevent financial pan-
ics by locking up currency; by Mr. Morri-
son: To fix the term of the Presidency at
six years and to prevent the re-election to of-
flice; by Mr. Beck: To authorize the Commis-
sioner of Internal Revenue by summary process
to compromise oases arising under the Internal
Revenue laws, in which penalties and forfeitures
may have been incurred without fraudulent in-
tent; by Mr. Robbins; For the election of Su-
pervisors and Collectors of Internal Revenue
by the people of their respective districts....
The Harbor and River Appropriation bill was
passed under a suspension of the rules; also, a
bill declaring subject to local, State and territo-
ial taxation the lands of the Pacific Railroad
Company, from the time that they became en-
titled to them, irrespective of the time at which
patents were issued....A resolution declaring
that if aa increase of taxation be found necessa-
ry such increase shall commence with taxation of
persons and corporations on their annual In-
comes, dividends and salaries was carried-ayes.
1.6; noes. 62 ... A bill to confirm pre-emption
and homestead entries on public lands within
limits of railroad grants in cases where such en-
tries are made under regulations of the land of-
fice, was passed.... Adjourned.

MAY 12.-Senate.-Mr. Scott frem the
Commuiteeson Finance reported an amendmest
to the new Finance bill which proposes to strike
out the following words In the second section
of the bill: "And each national banking asso-
clation now organized or hereafterto be organ-
ized shall keep and maintain as pwrtot its reserve
one-fbnrth part of the coin 'recelved by It as in-
terost on bonds of the United States deposited
as security for circulating notes or-Government
deposits," and to assert in lieu thereof the foIl
lowing: "And each of said aseociations shall
keep and maintain, as part of its lawfnl money
res rve, one-third of the coin received by It as in-
terest on bonds of the United States deposited as
security for circulating notes or Government de-
posita, unless such association shall elect to ex-
change such proportion of coin for bonds of the
United States-of character herein provided for,
which shall therefrom until the first day of July,
1878 be delivered to them by the Secretary
of the Treasury, and which may afterwards be
held by such association and considered as part
of its reserve, three per cent. only of the inter-
est upon which bonds shall be paid to such as-
sociation or to any holder thereof, and the re-
maining two per cent. shall be retained by the
Secretary of the Treasury; and the whole
amount of gold thus received shall be applied
by him exclusively to the payment of r-20 bonds
of the United States." Ordered laid on the
table and printed....Mr. Kelly from the Comb-
muttee on Military Affairs, reported favora-
bly on the bill to provide for the better protect-
ion of the frontier settlements of Texas against
Indian and Mexican depredations Placed on
the calendar....The Geneva Award bill was con-
sidered at length in Committee of the Whole,
and finally passed by the Senate... .Mr. Clayton
offered a resolution that a committee of three
Senators be appointed to proceed at once
to Arkansas and investigate the troubles
in that State Laid over.... Adjourned.
House.--Cannon, sitting member from Utah, was
d'clared entitled to his ee.lt. A resolution was
then passed that the Committee on Elections in-
vestigate the polygamous practices of Cannon,
and report to the House in reference thereto....
The Passenger Steamboat law was considered at
length.... Adjourned.

M

THE ARKANSAS IMBRO(LIO.

The Supreme Court Declares Brooks
Gevernor-More Bloodshed-Presl-
dent Grant Proposes an Amicable
Arangement-Brooks Will and Bax-
ter Won't-Then Baxter Will and 4
Brooks Won't
Four of the fve Judges of the Supreme

Court of Arkansas met at Little Rock on the 1
7th, and delivered an opinion on the relation
of Joseph Brooks vs. Harry Page, State
i'reasurer, being an application for

dames to compel said Page, TreagnIrc* pay
a warrant drawn by the State Auditor in
obedience to a requisition duly made by said
Brooks as Governor. The Supreme Court
decided that the Circuit Court of Pulaski
county had jurisdiction in the matter of de-
ciding who was legal Governor of the State,
and that its decision in favor of Brooks was
regular and valid.

It is stated that the same question came up
before a full bench of the Supreme Court, on
the 7th of October last, who decided that un-
(ler the Constitution the question as to
whether a person exercising the office of
Governor has been duly elected or not, is
vested exclusively in the General Assembly
of the State, and that no other tribunal or
court is competent to decide thereon.

Both sides were again being reinforced, and
Brooks had organized a cavalry company to
do scouting duty. The friends of Baxter
claim that the decision of the court amounts
to nothing, and the danger of another mortal
collision was considered imminent.

On the night of the 7th, a party of Baxter
men, under command of Captain Welch went
up the river on the steamer Hallie, for the
purpose of intercepting a lot of arms which
were being transported from Fort Smith
to the Industrial University. Soon af-
ter the departure of the Baxter expe-
dition, Colonel John Brooker with his reg-
iment of two hundred colored men of
Brooks's command, started on a special train
to intercept the Hallie at Palermo, twenty
miles above the city. They arrived there
ahead oC the Baxter party and got into posi-
tion on the bank, and when the boat came
along a volley was fired at her, killing
one man, Frank Timms, and wounding
several others, among them Captain Sam
Houston, commander of the boat, who died
of his wounds in a few hours. John Myers, a
pilot, was also thought to be mortally wound-
ed. The Baxter men returned the fire from
the boat, wounding some of their opponents,
but only one seriously. The boat became dis-
abled by the bursting of a steam pipe, and she
floated down the river to the opposite bank,
where the Baxter men left her. She was then
taken possession of by the Brooks men, who
brought her back to the city. Captain Welch
asserts that after the boat was disabled, he
held up a white fag, which was rid-
dled with bullets, several shots also
passing through his clothes. A detachment
of Brooks men was afterward sent out to
capture Captain Welch's party, who escaped
from the boat, and a squad of Baxter eava
also went out to their comrades' assistance.
There was great activity on both sides, and
railroad communication with the city was se-
riously interrupted.

The above is the Associated Press ageaVs
account. Special dispatches to the St. Louis
Globe give essentially the same statement,
with the importantexception that the Baxter
party on the boat are charged with firing the
irst shot-one account says two volleys were
fired from the boat before their Are was re-
turned from the shore.

Another street fight occurred between the
partisans of the rival Governors at Little
Bock on the 9th, resulting in the killing of
one of Brooks's adherents, a colored man.
Some forty shots were exchanged before
peace was restored. The origin of the out-
break is obscure, each side charging the fault
upon the other. Business throughout the
city was entirely suspended, and the women
and children were removed from the vi-
cinity of the State-house for safety in case of
a During 10

th (Sunday) everytbing re-
mained quiet. The steamer Halite, which
was in the hands of the Brooks party, was
scuttled and sunk.

A dispatch, signed by a number of mem-
bers of the slatire, was sent to the Presi-
dent, asking Use protection of the General
Government during their session.

A copy of an agreement made in Washing-
ton and signed by the respective attorneys of
Baxter and Brooks was telegraphed to each
of these gentlemen for their confirmation.
The substance of the agreement was that a call

should be issued for a meetlag of the State
Legislature to be held on May Wo. signed by
both Baxter and Brooks; that Brooks shall
present to said Legislature a statemnt of his
claims to the office of Governor, and that the
Legislature, after a full and fair Investigation,
shall decide as to the legal rights of the con-
testants; both parties to quietly abide by the
result. A fthrther item inteagreement-Is
to the effect that both parties shall band
all their troops with the exception of a body-
guard of one company, and both parties to
keep absolutepeace pending the investia tn.
The President, in his discretion, is to g
nate which of the contestants meanwhileshall
exercise the duties of the office of Governor.
This agreement was Ibrwarded'in the amne
of Attorney-General Williams, with the state-
ment that both the President and himeelf ayv-
ored its adoption. The propositisolwrae-
jected by Baxter on the gounds
that he had submitted substantiallyt~re
same propositions to Brooks some tiffie
ago and they were tdgn 'eced,
Brooks announcing that he wonli'Vees-
lug to do with the Legislature-that the ad
no jurisdietion, and he would ,W10' e
them or anything they might dd.' r
further stated that-there was a qusnms the
Legislature then assembled, tndes WiWif I,
with the Presideaft's ansmrance of pfdtStlon,
and that they were tomneet-on the followng
dtsy and determine the- question.' WH Ily
recommended thq mail of saQoItatonal
Convention with a view to resubmitting
thelwhole question to a veteate thed V le.
Brooks signified his scceptalc# qft
posed agreement, at the same tie asse
that the Supreme Court of the StitE'b'te
only tribunal that has authority to construe
the provisions of the Constitution bearin on
the matter, and that such decision was.-
ready recorded in his 'favor.

Telegrams from the President were re-
ceived by both Baxter and.Bosha,atithe
11th, recommending that the members of the
Legislature then present at the Capital ad-journ for ten days,4n vrder to give Brooks
an opportunity to call in the amembera-who
are friendly to him. The Federal authorities
would give the necessary protection 'to the
Legislature in meeting and trasaeting its
business at the State- ouse, and it was ur-
gently requested by the President that the
armed forces on both sides be disbanded.
Baxter replied, by stating that there was
then Almost a quorum of both Hoases
present, and that as soon as they had a
quorum, and could constitutionally do so, Ihe
would favor an adjournment as requested.
He would disband his troops as fasts'1Brselss
did his; but Brooks must quit the State-house
and deposit the State arms In the armory, and
let the public buildings be turned over to
Johnson, Secretary of State. This dispsat
was indorsed by the President of te $eth ,
the Speaker oftnltilouse, a> =fouro-
er members of the State Legisl are. The
President, by Attorney-General Williams.
telegraphed to Baxter In reply, that his pso-
posals were considered fair and satisfacto ,
and that he had asked Brooks to signify
immediately his acceptance of the pro-
posed term?. Brooks's reply to the
President was in efeet, that he had
accepted in good faith the proposal made by

the President through the Attorne '-General
Son the 9th, and had in accordance therewith
issued a proclamation convening the Legtsla-
tore on May 25. He alleged hat persons had
ibeen that day sworn in as members of the
Legislature from districts In which no vacan-
cies had been declared, and that be would not
submit to such irre ularities. He called the
attention of the Pe ikd TMt priovtlohdtof"
the Federal Constitution, declaring that "full

I faith and credit shall be given to the judicial
t proceedings of every State," and added: "If,

i in the face of the decision of the Supreme and
- Circuit Courts of the State decidingthat ram,

and recognizing me as, the legal Governor,
you can recognize Baxter as Governor, it is
your duty to respond to his application for
, Federal help; but if you dannot,it is your dutya to assist to suppres. the present domestiq vio-
-lence." He frtherdeclaradthattodflsband his
troops at this time would result In the asses-

t sination of the Supreme Court Judges as well
s as others of his friends, especially his colored
Sadherents; and in conclusion declared that he

r should hold his troope ther. "Federal
bayonets can put Baxter's islature in the

I State-house, but I am ignorant," ha says, "of
r the clause of the Constitution under which the
r President has the power. Nothing else will*
R and when there I doubt if you can compe

1 there to determine who is Governor. It is
time this agony, doubt and uncertainty was
over. The interests of humanity demand

r that it shall be settled, and if you have the
t power under the Constitution and laws of the
e United States to settle the question of who is
Governor of Arkansas adverse to the decision
of the courts of the State, settle It, and settle
It at once. I shall not resist what you may
order your troops to do, but shall, with all
the power at my command, repel any and all

f attempts by Baxter's forces to take possession
of the State-house. -I am coiffdent that
a legal quorum of the Leslature

e will not respond to Baxter's call, an I shall
not assent nor be a party to convening the

e Legislature under any agreement ether than
that submitted by yourself, through the At-
4 toritey-General, on the 9th inst."

The House met at 4 p. in., thirty-seven
i members being present, and adjourned to the

Sfollowing day.
A skirmish took place on the north side ofa the river, during the day, in which there was

some blood drawn, but the number of casual-
ties was not reported. Quite a large force on

e each side confronted the other, and there was
imminent risk at one time of a general en-
Sgagement. Colonel Bose sent over a detach-
Sment of regular troops to prevent a collision
Sif possible, and both sides withdrew theira troops to the cltyhbefore nlgthfall.

A short, but sharp, engagement occurred
between the rival forces at Little Bock on the
12th, brought about by the Brooks men en-
deavoring to cutoff some Baxter recruitewbe
were expected via the Cairo and Fulton
Railroad. A company of Federal soldiers
put an end to the fight by marching in be-
tween the coubataits. Baxter had three
men wounded, and it was reported that
Brooks bad one or more killed and several
wounded.

Both houses of the Legislature met, but the
Senate still lacked three of a quorum and the
House two.

A telegram from the President was re-
ceived, asking if the Brookasat were pre-
venting members of the LegiksLature fo t
tending. The telegram was answered ia the
astrmative, and stating that but for the stop-
page of trains by the Brooks forces there
would have been a quorum the first day.
Brooks still occupied the State-house, though
it was reported be was moving out with the
records in the evening.

Another communication was telegraphed
by Brooks to the Attorney-teseral at Wash-
ington, further defining his position, and
stating that he should not disband any troops
under his command until the question ofwko
is Governor is settled, unless required so to
do by the President. "I have no proposition
to submit," he adds, "and will not entertain
any other than that proposed by 'youself..
and sanctioned by the- Preslilent, and agreed
to by the agents and attorneysof Baxter and
myself." His telegramneoneludes: "To awid
a further sacrifice of life and loss of property,
I am impelled by a sense of duty to submit
my case as it now stands, and abide the
President's determination."

AnvEITIntlBm for a wife is about as ab.
surd as to get measured for an umbrella.


