
IEMARKABLE CAREER
OF BLUEBEARD HOCH

:NEARLY SIXTY DESERTED WIVES CLAIM
HIM AS LOST LIFE-MATE.

FOVURTEEN THOUGHT MURDERED

lFinding of Poison in Stomach of "Next-to-
Last" Spouse Points Accusing Finger at

Versatile German Whose Record
Covers Two Great Countries.

Holmes, Archfiend of History, Declared to Have Been
His Teacher in the Terrible Art-Bigamist Then

Known to Authorities as Edward Hatch.

Chicago.--Johann Hoch, whose record
as a bigamist is said to surpass anything
of the kind in police annals, and a for-
midable rival of "Bluebeard" Holmes,
hanged in Philadelphia some years ago,
has arrived here from New York to an-
Sswer charges of homicide and bigamy.
The Chicago authorities have already
placed on this man responsibility in nu-

nu merous cases of bigamy and murder,
Ibut hardly a day passes that some de-
serted wife does not make -herself
known to the police, and, after having
seen Hoch's picture, declare that in
the versatile German lies her long-lost
husband. The number of these cases
has reached nearly 60, and new ones are
constantly coming to the fore.
Hoch's alleged doings are, to say the

least, remarkable in the extreme. It
Is declared that he has operated in towns
in all parts of the country, and the
names which he assumed in his deal-
ings are, as one police official puts it,
as numerous as Fourth-of-July
."drunks." The list of cities in which it
is bslieved Hoch operated is as follows:

,New York, Norfolk. Va.,
Chicago, Wheeling. 1W. Va.,
Philadelphia, Elkhart, Ind.,
Baltimore, Argos, Ind.,
Brooklyn, Aurora. Ill.,
St. Louis, Evanston, Ill.,
Cleveland, St. Paul. Minn.,
Buffalo, \Vurtemburg, (;er'y,

Milwaukee, Berlin, Germany,

Besides these a number of Wiscon-
sin and Iowa towns report traces of his

work. Some of the names used by the

German are as follow=:
CountOtto von Kern, Healy,
Schmitt, Bustenberg,
Schmidth, Bustebergh,
SmiLt, Adolph,
Hock, James,
Hoch, Lucas,
Hohe, Doetz,
.• Hoe, Doess,
-:: oh, Bartel,

Hoff, Mayer,
Hauff, Brown,
Hauk, Braune,
Huus, Schultz.
Irick, Bruescke,
Praeger.

Strange as it may seem, no clear cases

of Johann Hoch's work had come to the
knowledge of the police anywhere in the

'l United States until the present dis-
closure, although his marriage business,
it is declared, has been carried on ever
since 1881. This fact may be due to the
desire of many sensitive women who
have been duped by this man to keep
their desertion from the public.

Worked from Town to Town.
Hoch's policy, it seems, was always

to extract as much money as his intend-
ed victim could summon without a waste
of time, and, after begging leave of ab-
sence on some pretext, would disappear
as if tae earth had completely swallowed
him up. Then the tale of a wife in a
sear-by town, who would pitifully de-
clare that she had given her newly ac-
quired husband all her money, and that
he had not been home for several days
and some accident must have befallen
him, would bring to light the fact that,

in all probability, Mr Hoch was carry-

' ing on operations in the neighborhood.
Hoch's method was to advertise in

the daily papers, preferably the German
publications, saying that his loneliness
had forced him to seek a life companion
who could tend his wants. Some women
answered out of curiosity, others who

felt the same absence of some person
to share their confidences, would com-

zmunicate with him. Then the German

would select what he considered the best

for his purpose and devote his whole

energies in that direction. Hoch never,
according to reports, sought out those

women whose beauty or other charms

would make them the target for other

men's affections, but women whom, by
his superior will, he might find easy to
persuade. These women, mostly German,

had had little sympathy expressed for

their welfare during their lives, and the

tender passion which Johann Hoch ex-

pressed in his letters seldom failed to

execute its aim.

Samples of His Courtship.

All through his missives to his in-

tended victims runs a strain of feeling

which would do credit to the most high-

ly accomplished "Beau Brummel" of

the old days of chivalry. One repre-

sentative epistle that came to a Chi-

cago b-oman, supposedly from Hoch

when he was in San Francisco, simply

breathed love to the woman who read

it. A portion of it follows:
"Dear child, you took my heart by

storm. I can't get over it. my dear Jo-

hanna- How is it with you, dear child,

you like to spend the rest of your life

alone? If yOU only feel toward me as

I feel and could bring one-half your

love to me as I to you, how luicky I would

be. If you could wed your heart to mine

for the rest of our days I would be the

luckiest man in the world." The in-

tended victim, who had almost suc-

cumbed to the tender passion of Hoch,

when she read a letter sent to him in

her care from another one of the fair

sex, ending with "love and kisses," be-

came suspicious and upon Hoch's arriv-

al in Chicago refused him.

:Fourteen Thought Murdered.

Reports state that the following 14

women have been murdered by Hoch in

furthering his plans:Mrs Emily Welker Hoch, 6030 Union

avenue, died suddenly January 10, 1905.

Coroners physician found large quan-

titY of arsenic in her stomach.
Mrs. Julia Steinbrecher, 333 Belmont

avenue; died suddenly.

Mrs, Lens Hoch, died in Milwaukee,

1a97.

Mrs. Mary Becker Schultz Hoch, St.
Louis, 1903, disappeared.

Mrs. Maria Schulz, Argos, Ind., died
suddenly, 1900.

Mrs. Hoch, sister of Mrs. J. H. H.
Schwartzmann, Milwaukee, died 1898.

Mrs. Hoch, another sister of Mrs.
Schwartzmann, Milwaukee, died 1897.

Mrs. C. A. Meyer Hoch, died May, 1892.
Mrs. H. Irick, Chicago, died suddenly,

1892.
Mrs. Jacob Huss Hoch, Wheeling, W.

Va., died suddenly, 1896.
Mrs. -loch, Norfolk, Va., died sudden-

ly, 1899.
Mrs. Henry Bartel, Baltimore, died

1896.
Mrs. Wilhelmina Hoch, died Buffalo,

1898.
Mrs. Justina Loeffier, Elkhart, Ind.,

disappeared.

May Have Been Hatch.
Authorities from Englewood. one of

Chicago's suburbs, have become pos-
sessed of the most sensational stories
relating to the character and. past life
of Johann Hoch. It is actually believed
there that this Hoch was a pupil of
"Bluebeard" Holmes, the whiolesale
murderer, who, in his famous Sixty-
third street "castle," crushed out the
lives of almost two scores of men, wom-
en and children until his discovery, trial
and confession finally brought him to
the gallows. The Englewood people de-
clare that the methods of the two men
are so similar and that the pictures of
Johann Hoch so nearly resemble the
well-remembered face of Edward Hatch,
said to be the right-hand man of Holmes,
that they have little doubt but that
Hatch and Hoch are one and the same
person.

Awful Methods of Holmes.
Holmes' operations were of an awful

character and would have done credit
to the accomplished Spanish inquisi-
tionist, whose tortures were achieved by
means of weapons of force. Holmes,
with honeyed words, enticed his victims
to his so-called "castle" and with prom-
ise of future happiness would thrust them
into a dungeon or secret vault and turn
on the deadly gases which would soon
end their lives. It is believed that many
of the unfortunates who disappeared
while attending the world's fair in 1893
came to their end through his enigmat-
ical lust for human lives. Holmes ad-
mitted doing away with nearly 30 men,
women and children, and how many
more persons were victims of his cun-
ning will probably never be known.
This Holmes has been classed as the
archfiend of history, and the very idea
that Hoch should.have been connected
with his awful crimes makes one shud-
der for the realization of the facts which
the near future is likely to bring forth.
Holmes derived financial profit from his
fiendish acts by doing away with many
trusting innocent little children. The
bodies were invariably burned in quick-
lime, and so cunningly were the deeds
accomplished that it is little wonder
that so many years passed before his
crimes were brought to light. The part
which Edward Hatch, supposed by the
suburban authorities to be Johann Hoch,
took, was that of handy man around the
Sixty-third street "castle." Such a man
was indispensable in covering the tracks
of the multi-murderer. Hatch's duty
was to build secret walls and passages,
lay floors and in many other ways pre-
vent the discovery of the awful carni-
val of slaughter which had been carried
on within the "castle" walls for years.
Naturally such a helper was very much
in the confidence of his employer.
Holmes before his hanging accused this
same Edward Hatch with the murder of
the Peitzal boy, whose disappearance
caused such a furor in the suburb at
the time.

Hoch Appeared in Many Roles.
If all reports of the sudden appear-

ances of Mr. Johann Hoch are to be ac-
counted true, then that versatile Ger-
man gentleman has appeared in almost
as many roles as there are leaves on the
trees. He has gone about, sometimes as
a poor but honest artist, several times as
a wealthy stock holder, very often as a
gentleman of leisure touring for his
health and endeavoring to rid himself
of as much currency as time would per-
mit. Probably the most notable of
his poses is that in which he is said
to have represented himself as the
Count Otto von Kern, of Germany.

This little adventure took him to St.
Paul. Here he is said to have intro-
duced hi'self to Mrs. Huida Nagel,
whom he married after a brief court-
ship, in May, 1902. Very soon after
the simple ceremony the count induced
the newly-made "countess" to turn her
real estate and other possessions into
cash, preparatory to taking a trip
abroad, in which, incidentally, the pair
were to inspect the estate of the
"nobleman" in Germany. He left the
"countess" to herself while he went to
the city to purchase tickets for their
trip. The count was never heard of
after that. although a warrant was
sworn out for his arrest. Just at pres-
ent the "countess" conducts a boarding
house at Austin. Minn., and upon being
presented with a picture of Mr. Hoch.
declared that the photograph was a
life-like reproduction of her lost
"count."

How His Downfall Came About
The last of Johann Hoch's alleged

dupes, however, proved his downfall,

and with the accusation of Mrs. Ame-
lia Fisher, a Chicago woman, came the
apprehension of a man whose career,
the police say, is without an equal or
even rival in the history of any city
in tlds country. Last December Hoch
inserted a matrimonial advertisement
in alocalGerman publication,stating his
longing for companionship and asking
that some kind woman become his life
companion. Mrs. Marie Welker, a
widow who owned a prosperous con-
fectionery business, replied to his ap-
peal by answering the "ad." After a
brief courtship she allowed herself to
be persuaded that she was the only
woman who could relieve his loneli-
ness. Hoch, who had previously rent-
ed and furnished a small flat, took his
latest wife to the house, which, inci-
dentally, happened to be near the lo-
cation of the notorious Holmes "cas-
tle." She had disposed of her store
and turned the money derived from its
sale over to her husband, who, repre-
senting himself to be wealthy, said he
did not care for the cash, but desired
to invest it in a safe project, for her
benefit. The day following her mar-
riage she became deathly sick. A phy-
sician was called, and Mr. Hoch was
informed that his wife was suffering
from kidney trouble. The arrival of
a trained nurse followed, but, although
her condition was worse, the nurse was
sent away the following day. Then
Mrs. Fisher, the sister of the sick
woman, came to care for her. One day
later, while Mr. Hoch was alone with
his wife, she died. Mr. Hoch went
downstairs to inform the dead wom-
an's sister, after which Mrs. Fisher
went upstairs to clean the death cham-
ber. Very soon after this operation
the alleged bigamist proposed to Mrs.
Fisher that she become his wife.

"I am an unfortunate man," Mrs.
Fisher reports Hoch to have said to
her. "Marie was not my first wife. I
was married before, and' my first wife
was an invalid, and now, just as I
thought I was to have another happy
home, my new wife is dead. I am
lonely and have no means. You are a
good woman and a good housewife, and
I want you to marry me. I will bring
your children here from Germany and
you can be happy with me."

Repulsed Then Accepted Hoc!.
Mrs. Fisher has nine children in Ger-

many. Continuing her narrative of the
occurrence, she said:

"I resented his proposal, and told him
he should not talk of such things so
soon after his wife's death. January
15 I roae with him to the cemetery,
and again, over his wife's grave, he
asked me to marry him. The follow-
ing Wednesday he came to my home
and I consented to become his wife.
He told me we would go out of town
and no one would know of it until my
sister had been dead a long time. I
went with him to Joliet that afternoon
and we were married. We came back
and went to my house that night. The
next morning he asked me to give him
$750 I had saved to pay off a mortgage
he claimed was held against the house
and furniture on Union avenue. I
went with him to the bank and got the
money and gave it to him. Then he
disappeared." Mrs. Fisher says she
believes that she and her sister have
been made victims of a deep-laid plot
to deprive them of their earnings and
savings. She declares that she believes
that, seeing that he could not disap-
pear from the presence of Mrs. Welker
and marry her without the knowledge
of both, he formulated the plot
to murder the first wife by some sys-
tem and, securing what money he could
from Mrs. Fisher, disappear for all
time. Poison found in the stomach of
Mrs. Welker, the police believe, prac-
tically corroborates the statement of
the latest wife of Hoch.

Cases in Other Cities.
Word has come to the local police

from St. Louis, Cincinnati and San
Francisco that a man who operated ex-
tensively in all tnose cities in the same
manner as Hoch is thought to be the
"Bluebeard." It is believed that more
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wives will be heard from in each of
these cities as the picture of HIoch is
more widely circulated.

Hoch's method with such of his
wives as he did not find it necessary
to otherwise dispose of is illustrated
in the case of Mrs. Anna Schmidt Hen-
drickson Hoch, one of the women he
deserted. He married this woman in
Hammond, Ind., in 1903, and took her
to live at ;11 Watt street. Two days
later he fled with $500 she had saved.

"The day after the marriage," Mrs.
Hendrickson told Inspector Ship-
pey, who is in charge of the Hoch case.
"my husband told me he was heir to
an estate in Germany. A few hours
later he hurried in from downtown
with a fake cablegram which read:
'Father is dead. Your brother, Wil-
liam.'

"He told me $21,000 was coming to
him from his father's estate and I
must prepare to leave for Germany
with him the next night. He said he
had no money for the voyage and
asked how much I had. I told him
$500 in the Illinois Trust and Savings
bank.

"He asked me to draw it out and
give it to him for oua trip to Germany.
Just to show that he was on the square-
with me, he said, he made his will in
my favor. Then we went to the bank.
I drew out the money and gave it to
him. At the same time he handed me
the will he had made out. Then he
hurried away to buy the tickets. That
is the last I have ever seen of him."

Calls Police "Foolishnesses."
Hoch, when approached regarding

his alleged multi-marriages, emphat-
ically denied ever having indulged in
such an escapade as- bigamy and in his
quaint German way indicated that the
very thought of such a thing was ex-
tremely repulsive to his highly toned
character. He strenuously denies mar-
rying as many persons as have ap-
peared claiming Mr. IHoch as .their
long-lost life companion. In broken
English he said that there were 8,000
deserted wives in Chicago, and if the
police persisted in connecting him with
so many, they must be "big foolish-
nesses." Mr. Hoch gives the follow-
ing version of his trouble: "That's all
humbug about 1881. How could I be
running around marrying women when
I wasn't here? I came to this country
in the first week of July, 1895.

"When I first got to Chicago I
opened a saloon. I paid $1,000 for it
to a man named Louis Witte, but my
trade is sheet metal working, and I
found out in a few months that the
best thing I could do was to go back
to it.

"After that I worked for the Pullman
company and the Northwestern rail-
road and the Rock Island. In 1900 I
married Mary Hendrickson, and I had
trouble with her. I guessed then
wouldn't stay home. any more.

"Last December I got lonely, and I
got my eye on a widow that I thought
would make me a good wife. That was
Marie Welker. I was told Mrs. Hen-
drickson had got a divorce, and so I
got tied up again, but no sooner did I
get tied than Marie died, and I am
just the same as before.

"Then I said to myself: 'I'll marry
her sister,' and I asked Emile if she*
liked me. She said she did, so I mar-
ried her, and here I am.

"But I am not afraid. Let them
come on, all these other women, 21,
61, 101. Let them all come who have
been deserted and robbed by me."

"What about the arsenic. then, that
the Chicago police say they have dis-
covered in the stomach of your dead
wife?"

Hoch fidgeted.
"Arsenic? Pooh! It was her kid-

neys that killed her. She was sick."
One Woman Hypnotized.

Mrs. Leo Prager, 1810 Cortez street,
has been added to the list of "Mrs.
Hochs." When she married Hoch,
some time ago, it is said that he gave
the name of Leo Prager. Mrs. Prager
secured $6,500 through the death of her
former husband, and shortly after the
marriage to "Prager" she gave him
$3,500. with which he started a second-
hand furniture store at 704 Sixty-third
street. They fitted out a flat at 4431
State street.

One day "Prager" purchased $1,200
worth of rugs from the A. S. Klein
Carpet company, and when the goods
were delivered the Sixty-third street
store was found closed. "Prager" dis-
appeared and has not been heard from
since.

Amelia Hohn, 5122 Princeton avenue,
declared she was married to "John
Healy" December 12, 1900, and desert-
ed by him after he had secured $100
of her money. She believes from the
description that Healy was Hoch.

The story came to light through the
good memory of Policeman Ward, of

the Hyde Park station. He recalled the
story the woman had told him, and,
s:ruck by the similarity of it to Hoch's
methods, after a search of several days
found the woman. She said the man,
after six days' acquaintance, showed a
roll of money and proposed marriage.
After the wedding he disappeared.
"He hypnotized me. I was compelled to
obey him." Miss Hohn said.

Career Began Early.
It is very clear that Hoch's career

has not been of the meteoric variety
as have the developments in the lives
of many great criminals. He began
his career in this sort of life, it is said,
In Germany, his native country, by
petty swindling. From this, which he
carried on in Bingen, Germany, he
went t, greater things. He was a wine
mnerchant in Bingen and associated in

high society, where he learned his
charming manners, that have proven
so captivating in this country. A swin-
dle in a German town compelled his
departure, and, leaving a wife and
three children destitute, he "skipped."
All over Germany where he has per-
petrated his swindles there is great
rejoicing because of his apprehension,
and the belief is expressed that the
magnitude of his crimes will be
found to increase as developments pro-
ceed. A dispatch from Berlin contrib-
utes the following to the known facts:

Berlin.-Johann Hoch, whose many
mysterious marriages are vexing the
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A FEW OF HOCH'S NUMEROUS ALLEGED WIVES.

Chicago police, was compelled to leave
Germany January, 1895, to escape im-
prisonment as an embezzler and com-
mon swindler. His real name is Jacob
Schmidt. He was born in the town of
Horrweiler, in the province of Bingen
on the Rhine, November, 1862. After
getting married he kept a small store
in his native village and later became
a broker and wine merchant in the city
of Bingen.

In his capacity as a wine merchant
he lived pretentiously and used his
acquaintance with high society as the
means of extracting large sums of
money from business men, whom he
impressed as a good fellow. There it
was that Hoch learned the winning
ways that captivated his American vic-
tims. However, the pace grew too fast
for Schmidt in 9Bingen and after a fare-
well swindle of a sugar refinery he
sailed for the United States, leaving a
wife and three children in utter desti-
tution. A receiver was appointed for
his business, but his creditors are still
waiting for a dividend. The people in
Bingen are grimly rejoicing that their
former townsman is at last in the toils.

Hoch Will Feign Insanity.
From previous experiences Inspector

Shippy declares that he believes the
alleged bigamist will, as is usually the
case when he has been placed on trial,
profess insanity. His actions on the
train en route to Chicago made it ap-
pear that possibly this might be his
scheme when brought to account. His
rambling talk, and repeated declara-
tion that he was "an educated man and
a gentleman" give the authorities the
belief that this is to be the defense of
Johann Hoch. And judging by what
old men on the police force who have
seen Hoch say, the man is no mere
novice at the "insanity gag," and they
declare that even the insane officials
who have to deal with such cases of
shamming almost every day, were
fooled at a previous appearance before
a law court in Chicago. "I rather ex-
pect Hoch will sham insanity," said
Inspector Shippy. "When caught and
charged with selling mortgaged furni-
ture in 1898, he played the same dodge.

"On trial in Judge Baker's court he
cut up queer antics, shook his head at
F. J. Magerstadt, who had furnished
four flats for him, and declared he
never had seen him before, and when
Mrs. J. H. Schwartzmann, of Milwau-
kee, pointed a dramatic finger at him
and said: 'That man poisoned my two
sisters,' he made faces at her. In the
county jail he kept up the farce, rav-
ing like a wild man until the guards.
who believed in the genuineness of the
seizure, feared to come near h:m. As
soon as Hoch realized his pretended
insanity would not save him from hard
work, he suddenly became as sane. as
any man."

Fame Has Spread Rapidly.
When coming to Chicago on the

train, Hoch was met at all points along
the route by cries of "Hurrah!" "There
he is." "That's Hoch." "Is that the
face that won so many homes?" Ev-
erywhere his pictures have been cir-
culated and everywhere people seemed
to be able to pick him out of the crowd
of officials who accompanied the party.
Women waved their handkerchiefs at
the notorious Hoch and, true to his
chivalrous instincts, he threw kisses
back at them. Men stood and gazed
curiously at him, while small boys ex-
hibited their incorrigibleness by fling-
ing at him remarks regarding his past.

Personally Hoch is not of great pre-
possessing appearance, but once a
person engages in conversation with
the multi-bigamist, and the reason for
his winning ways with women is ex-
plained. He is an exceptionally smooth
talker, despite the fact that his speech
is marked by hits of broken English,
and he has the faculty of bringing one
around to his belief in an amazingly
forceful manner. He wears glasses at
times, and the spectacles cannot be said
to improve his personal appearance.

What most gives him the appearance
of a German count, in which guise he
once posed, are the side whiskers and
the mustache, of which he takes great
care. ihort of build and rather stocky,
he is very fastidious as to his personal
appearance, when he desires to be so,
and his call for a new cravat when he
found his old one was soiled in New
York points out the fact that the love
of bits of finery is in his make-up.

Summary of His Life.
In an interview Johann Hoch vouch-

es for the following summary of his
career. endine with his arrival in Chi.

cago, in 1895. It has been reported
that his operations began in 1881, or
about that time, but according to his
own story he did not arrive in this
country until two years later. The his-
tory is:

November 21, 1860, born in Horr-
weiler, Germany. Father, Wilhelm
Hoch; mother, Margaret Hoch, nee
Schiller.

1865-1876-Attended common school
and gymnasium.

1876-1880-Learned trade of sheet
metal worker.

1880-1882-Served as soldier.
1882-1884-Served as reserve.
1884-Left native town, went to

Paris.
1884-1888-Worked at trade in Paris;

lived at Rue de Seine, 43.
1888-Went to London.
1888-1895-Worked at trade in Lon-

don; lived at 132 Eugenia avenue.
June 15, 1895, sailed from Southamp-

ton, England.
July 1, 1895-Arrived in Chicago.
July 15, 1895-Bought saloon at 1108

Western avenue.
When speaking of events during his

stay in Chicago, the bigamist becomes
greatly confused, denying his state-
'ments time and again.

Will Hoch Be ConvictedP
Whether this character will be con-

victed of the crimes with which he is
charged is merely a matter of conjec-
ture, but whatever turns up it will be
recorded in the annals of crime in the
United States, and doubtless in the
world, that no greater case of whole-
sale marrying and pitiless swindling
has ever come into the public lime-
light than that which is charged
against Johann Hoch, a man whose
operations have been felt nationally in
two countries and have attracted al-
most universal attention.

LEARNED OF LITTERATEURS.

It may be noticed as something unique
in the history of periodical publications
that during the 87 years of the Black-
wood's existence the magazine has been
edited and owned by the Blackwood fam-
ily, father and son, through four gener-
ations.

Copenhagen has lost its most prolific
novelist by the death of Louis de Moulin.
He used to write half a dozen stories at
once. Many of them were printed in the
Danish Review, and he is said to have
been bound by contract to furnish at
least five murders in each story.

Miss Doris Clark has been awarded the
gold medal provided by the Montana
state board of education for the best es-
say submitted by a public school stu-
dent of the state on the subject of "Pio-
neer Day." Miss Clark has done more or
less writing since she was 13 years ofl-
some of her later work having met with
considerable favor.

Perhaps no German journalist has
ever been honored as Ludwig Pietsh
was on the recent occasion of his eight-
.eth birthday. He received over 1,000 con-
gratulatory messages, including one
ft-rm the kaiser, who referred to him as
"'he lucid chronicler and old faithful
comrade of my father." An annual pen-
sion of 2,000 marks has also been grant.
ed f'im.

D.. Charles A. Eastman, the noted
Sioux Indian lecturer, author and his-
torian, is on the Pacific coast collecting
mate•ial for his comprehensive history
of the Sioux nation. The work is being
prepared under direction of the interior
department, special attention being
given to land titles. Dr. Eastman is a
gentleman of culture and in addition to
having been a frequent contributor to
the leading magazines has written sev-
eral books.

For Others.
When a man remarks that honesty

is the best policy he is not usually
talking about himself. His theory
about himself is that rigid adherence
to the virtues is responsible for his
misfortunes.-National Magaziee

TREASURE TURNED TO DUST
Bank Notes Buried.n Ground in Bad

Shape, But Redeemed at
Washington.

The money counters in the United
States treasury weir startled one day
by the appearance of a remarkable
looking "fat man" who entered the de-
partment and told a strange tale. He
said he was an Ohio farmer and did not
believe in banks and so had buried
his money in the ground for safe-
keeping. He had dug it up, and was
horrified to Ind that it was slowly
turning to dust, as notes will when
long buried.

Panic-stricken, he gathered the dis-
integrated money into an old pillow-
case, bound it around his waist beneath
his clothes and started for Washing-
ton.

He traveled part of the way on horse-
back, part of the way on an Ohio river
steamboat and part of the way was by
train. During the journey he never
once took off the pillowcase. He even
slept with it on. The officials of the
treasury department found it difficult
to make him part with it. He did not
want to go with a clerk to a hotvi for
fear the clerk might rob him, but as
it was manifestly impossible for him
to disrobe in the office he had finally
to submit.

They got the money at last, and the
condition of it was so bad that Mrs.
Leonard, an expert, had to be called
to decipher it. So great was her skill
that the farmer lost only a few hun-
dred dollars out of $19,000.

FED BY FOUNTAIN OF PITCH
Celebrated Lake of Asphalt in Trin-

idad Seems to Be Inex-
haustible.

One of the most singular lakes in
the world is the celebrated pitch lake
of the Island of Trinidad. This lake
spreads over an area of 99 acres and
its surface is composed of one great
floating mass of asphaltum, seamed
with veins of clear water. From it
and a similar lake in Venezuela the
world's supply of asphalt is drawn.

The pitch lake is a vile place as far
as smells are concerned, for the air all
about it is heavy with noxious vapors,
and from the center of the lake gushes
a fountain of liquid asphaltum, in
which there float and break bubbles
containing most horrible gases.

The workmen go out on the surface
of this lake and cut great slabs of
asphaltum, which are carried away.
But the next morning the hole they
left is filled up again with a pitch
which has risen during the night, so
that the supply seems to be inex-
haustible.

This curious lake was discovered by
Sir Walter Raleigh when he landed in
Trinidad in 1595 on his way to the
mouth of the Orinoco in search of El
Dorado.

Another strange lake is situated on
a peninsula which juts out into the
Caspian sea. The whole surface of this
lake is covered with a soft crust of salt
so thick and strong that a man can ride
across it on horseback without any
danger of breaking through.

AN UNFORTUNATE CHOICE.

Swedish Newspaper Bought for Fin-
nish Servant Did Not Work

Very Well.

Mrs. Black, with a family of eight,
could keep a cook, but Mrs. Green, who
paid the same wages, and whose fam-
ily numbered only two, experienced the
greatest difficulty in persuading one to
stay with her. Mrs. Green was trou-
bled about it, and naturally sought sug-
gestions wherever she could get them.
One day the two women happened to
meet at a news-dealer's stand, relates
Yputh's Companion.

"I'm buying," explained Mrs. Black,
"a Swedish newspaper for my cook.
She likes to read, and I takeone home to
her occasionally."

"Why!" exclaimed Mrs. Green. "I
wonder if that's the reason you're so
successful in keeping a girl. I've al-
ways wanted to know the secret."

"Possibly, it's one of the reasons,"
admitted Mrs. Black.

"I'm going to try it myself," an-
nounced Mrs. Green, promptly taking a
copy of the same paper.

A week later the two women met
again near an agency, where Mrs. Green
was looking for a new cook.

"Well," asked Mrs. Black, smiling,
"how did the newspaper scheme work?"

"I didn't work at all," confessed Mrs.
Green. "I bought a Swedish paper, and
the girl was a Finn."

ONE ADVANTAGE OF FOGS.

In England They Are Helpful to
Weavers in the Handling

of Yarn.

"Should scientists succeed in finding
ways and means for dispelling the
foggy condition of England's atmos-
phere, I am afraid that country wi
lose more than it gains," said B
Norman, of istonnbf .ord
local e'c•ange. "One of the
w•.• English weavers produ
of finer and softer finish th
ican weavers from the same
cotton and other yarn is beca
damp condition of the atmo
that country at all times.

"'It is a well-known fact that y
continually and uniformly dan
spin finer and softer than that
out in the process of weaving.
sands of dollars have been spent b
weavers in appliances to keep
shops uniformly humid, but thu
without success. The fine quali
Panama hats, for instance, if
straw were not kept damp while
process of weaving is on, could
be produced. The straw is not wo-
under water as many suppose, b
kept uniformly damp by being wo
in the early morning hours whe
heavy dew is falling."

Examples of Chivalry.
New York's newest hotels have

an example in chivalry to the
restaurants which these many
have refused to serve meals afte
p. m. to women without male esc
Hotels nowadays cater to women in
ery way. They have luxurious dre
ing rooms a1) maids in attendant
Even the toilet articles are provided
powder and perfumes, smelling sal
pins, etc.
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