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[ARKABLE, CAREER
- OF BLUEBEARD HOCH

3

NEARLY SIXTY DESERTED WIVES CLAIM
HIM AS LOST LIFE-MATE.

FOUR'E’EEN THOUGHT MVRDERED

'!i_diﬁ_g'-'--df Poison in

Stomach of “*Next-to-

Last” Spouse Points Accusing Finger at
Versatile German Whose Record
Covers Two Great Countries,

Hﬁlmeé. Archfiend of History, Declared to Have Been
His Teacher in the Terrible Art—Bigamist Then
Hnown to Authorities as Edward Hatch.

- Chidago.—Johann Hoch, whoserecord
8s'a bigamist is said to surpazsanything
of the kind in police annals, and a for-
midable rival of “Bluebeard” Llolmes,
banged in Philadelphia some years ago,
]1‘13 arrived here from New York toan-
ﬂWEr charges of homicide and bigamy,
Chieazo authorities have already
laced on this man responsibility in nu-
Merolis cases of bigamy and murder,
but hardly a cay passes {hat some de-
serted wife ‘does mnot  make ‘herself
nown to the police, and, after having
Been Hoch’s picture, deelare that in
& versatile German liez her long-lost
ushand. The number of these cases
has reached nearly 60, and new onesare
gonsiantly coming to the fore,

-Heeh's alleged doings are, fo say the
least, remarkable in the extreme. It
48 duclared that he hasoperated in towns
in all parts of the couniry, and the

ames which he assumead in his deal-

gs are, as one pollee official puts it,

5 mumerous as  Fourth-of-July

rinks ™ The list of cities in whick it
slsved Hoch operated is as follows:
Mortoil, Va..
Whooling, W.
Elkhart, Ind.,
ArgosInd.;
ANTOTH, iil,‘
Fvanston, I,
St Faul Minn.,

Buffalo, Wuriémbury, Ger'y
Hwaukes Barlin, Germany,

Besides ihese a number of Wiscon-
&in and lowa towns report traces of his
work. Sume of the names uged by the
German are as {ollaws:

Cou.xLDtto FOT Kern Healy,
Bl.sturberg,
EBustebergh,
Agdniph,”
James,
Lucas,

o Boets,
Troess,
Barisl,
Muyver;
Hrown,
Bratiie,
Schullz,
Bruescke,

Wa.,

Br. Lotis,
teveland,

tige of the puhce anywhme inthe

Uniled States until the present dis-

closune although his marriage business,

declared, hag been carried on ever

1881, This fact may be due tothe

e of many sensitive women who

have been duped by this wman to keep
:,heu- desertion from the public.

Weorked from Town ‘to Town.
'_:,h_‘_s poliey, it seems,

ed victim could summon without a waste

he had nbt ba&ﬁ ‘home for se\'eral days

. gomme aecident must have befallen

. would bringz to light the fact that,

tn all probabjlity, Mr Hoeh was carcy-
ing on operations in the neighborhood.
Hoch's mefbod Was to advertise jn
the daily pa.pers, preferably the German
publications, saying that his loneliness
had med him to seek a life companion
who ot ald tend Ris wants. Some women
_answered out of curiosity, others who
“{he same absence of some person

ro their confidendes, would eom-
unicate with him. Then the German
would select what he considered the best
for his ‘purpose. and devete his whole
_ energles in that direction. Hoeh never,
sccording to repurts, sought out those
gmen. whose ‘beauty or other charms
would make them the targel for otlier
men's. affections, but women whom, by
' s superior will, he might find casy to
retiade. These women, mostly German,

‘had had little aympathy expressed for

their: welfara during their lives, and the

tender passion which Johann Hoch ex-
pressed in his letters seldom failed to
execute its aim, -
‘Samples of His Courtship.
- Al through Hiz tnissives fo his in-
tended victims runs a strain of feeling
*wyhicn would de credit to the most high-

1'}, ammplished ‘Beau Brommel” ol

the old days of ehivalry.

centative epistle: that came fo a Chi-
a0 WOmAL, ~supposedly from  Hoels

:ﬂ:’en o was in San Francisco, simply

?: ea:h;uruun of it follows:

" “ear child, you took my heari by
fm’m I can’t gel over ity my dear Jo-
na. How isidt with wvou, dear ¢hild,

+o apend the rest ol your life
1 you only feel toward me as
d could bring one-hall your
Iigyouw, how inchy I would
uld 'wed your-heart (o mine

han
= T[]u ke
nmﬂe"

Be. Ifyouce
for the rest o
| juckiest man i
tended vietim

n the world” The [n-
who had almost sue-
ssion of Hoch,
cl‘moed tol‘tehael'itznf;tri‘.j:‘asept ta him in
her care from another one of the fair
ex‘"e:gigﬁzi?)tlt?anu upon Hoch's arriv-
d i Chicaga refused him!
 Fourteen Thought Murdered.
.Baports state that the following 14
swgmea have been miurdered h\ Hoch ia
. pians:

jed suddcnly January 10, 1805
" physiclan found large guan-
nic in her stomach.
1ia Stel brecher, 333 Belmont
ed snddenly.
1,911; Huch died in Milwaukes,

: was (LI\\'aYS i
{p exfract as much money as his intend- |

One repre- |

4 love to the woman who read

Mrs. Mary Recler Schultz Hoch, 8t
Louis, 1903, disappeared.

Mrs, Maria Schulz. Argos, Ing.. died
suddeniy, 1904, :

Mrs. Hoch, sister of Mrs. J. H: H.
Schwartzmann, Milwaukee, dled 1598,

Mrs. Hoeh, ancther gister of Mrs.
Schwarlzmsnn, Milwaukee, died 1897,

Mrs, €. A, Meyer Hoch, died May, 1842,

irs. H. Iriek, Chms.ga died suddenly,

1892,

Mrs. Jaeob Husas Hoch, Wheeling, W.
Va., died suddenly, 1896,

Mrs. Hoch, Norfolk, Vi, died sudden-
ly, 1899,

Mrs. Henry
1886,

Mrs, Wilbelmnina Hoeh, died Bufalo,
1898,

Bartel, Baltimore, died

Mrs. Justing Loeffler, Elihart, Ind.,
disappeared.

May Have Been Hatch,

Authorities from Englewood, one of
Chicage's suburbe, have become pos-
sessed of the most sensational stories
relating to the characier and past ilfe
of Johann Heeh. It isactually be,ll.uu‘
there that this Hoek waz a pupil of

“Blucbeard”  Holmes,
mwurderer,. Who, in his famous Sixty-
third street “eastle '’ crushed out the
iives of almost two scores of men, wom-
en and children until his diseovery, trial
and confession finally brought him to
the galiows. I'he Englewcod people de-
clare that thé methods of the two men
arc 50 similar apd that Lhe pictures of
Johann Hoch so pearly resemble the
well-remembered face of Bdward Haleh,
sald to bethe right-hand man of Holmes,
that they have little doubt but that
Hatch and Hoch iaTe one and the same
DETEOD.

Awful Methods of Holmes,

Holmes' operations were of an awful
character and would have done credit
t the sccomplizhed Spanish inguisi-
tionist, whose tortures were achieved by
means of weapons of force. Holmes,
with honeyed words, enticed his victims
to his so-called “castle” and with prom-
igeof future happiness would thrust them
into & dungeon or secreg vault and turn
on the deadly gases which would soon
end their Jives. ' 1t is believed that many
of the unlortunates who gisappeared
while attending the world's fair iu 1893
came to their end through his enigmat-
ieal lust for human lives. Holmes ad-
mitted doing away with nearly 30 men,
women and children, and how many
more persons were victims of his cun-
ning will prahably never be known,
Thig Holmes has been classed as the
archfiend of history, and the very idea
that Hoch shouid.have been connected
with his awful erimes makes one shad-
der for the realization of the facts which
the near future is likely 10 bring forth,
Holmes derived financial profit from his
fiendish acts by doing away with many
trusting innocent little children. The
bodies were invariably burned in guick-
lime, and so cunningly were the deeds
aceomplished ' that it js little wonder
thal so many years passed before his
¢rimes were brought tolight. The part
which Edward Hatch, supposed by the
suburban authorities to be Johane Hoch,
teok, was that of handy man around the
Sixty-third street “castle.” Buch a man
was indispensable in covering the tracks
of the multi-murderer, Hatch's duty
was to build secret wallg and passages,
lay floors and in many other waye pre-
vent the diseovery of the awful carni-
val of slaughter which had been carried
on within the “castle” walls for years.
Naturally such a helper was very much
in the confidence of his emplover.
Holmes before his hanging. accused this
same Edward Hatch with the murder of
the Peltzal boy, whose disappearance
caused such a furor in the suburb at
the time.

Hoch Appeaved in BMany Roles.

If ‘all reports of the sudden appear-
ances of Mr. Johann Hoch are to be ac-
counted true, then that versatile Ger-
sian gentleman has appeared in aimost
as many roles as there are leaves on the
trees. He has gone about, sometimes as
a poor but honest artist, several times as
a wealthy stoels holder,

mif.  Probably the most
hig poses i3 that in whish he i3 said
to have reprezented himself as- the
Count Oito von Kern, of Germany.
This little adventure took him to St
Faul.  Here he is sald to have inire-
duced hirself to Mra. Hulda Nagel,

| whom he married after a brisl court-
| ship,

; th unt induced
t’qur days I would bethe | the simple ceremony the co

in May. '1902. | Very soon after

the newly-made “countess” to turn her

' real estate and other possessions into

cash, preparaiory to taking a trip

'ahroa,d in which, incidentally, the pair
. were ©0 - inspect

Ehsan 38
fove and kisses,” be- | nobleman

the estate of the
in (ermany. He left the
“egountess” to herself while he went to
the cliy to purchase tickets for their
trip. The count was never heard of
after that, auhough a warrant was
sworn ont for his arrest. Just at pres-

| ent, the “countess” conduets a boarding

! house at Aunstin, Minn., and upon being
‘elker Hoch, 6030 Union |

presented with a picture of Mr. Hoch.

| deciared that the phofograph was a

life-like af her IOEt
“count.”
How His Downfall Ggme A‘buut.
The last of Johann Hoch's aileged

dupes,” ho_wev'e:_", proved his dewnfall,

repraduction

the wioicsale

very often as @
' gentleman of leisure touring for his
| health and endeavoring to rid himself
| of 45 much enrrency as time would per-
notable  of |

‘drickson Hoch,

lia Fisher, a Chicago woman, came the
apprehiension of a man whose career,
the police say, is without an egual or
even rival in the history of any cit¥
in tkis country. Last December Hoch
ingerted a8 martrimonial advertisement
in alocal German publication, statinghis
longing for companionship and asking
that gsome kind woman become his life
companion.  Mrs. Maric Welker, a
widow who oWwined a prosperois con-
fectionery husiness, replied to his ap-
peal by answering the “ad.” After a
brief courtship she allowed herself to
be. persuaded that she was the only
woman who could relieve his lomeli-
ness.  Hoch, who had previously reni-
e and furnished a small fiat, took his
latest wife fo the house, which, inci-
dentaliy, happened to be near the Jo-
cation of the nmotorious Holmes *‘cas-
tle.” She had disposed of her store
and turned the money derived from its
gale over to her hushand, who, repre-
senting himself to be wealthy, gald he
did not care for the cash, but desired
to invest it In & safe project, for her
benefit, The day following her mar-
ringe she became deathly sick. A phy-
sician was valled, and Mr. Hoch was
informed that his wife was sufferlng
from kidney trouble. The arrival of
a {rained nurse followed, but, although
her condition was worse, the nurse was
sent away the following day. Then
Mrs. Flsher, the sister of the sick
woman, came to care for her. One day
later, while Mr. Horh was alone with
his wife, she died. Mr. Hoch went
downstaira to inform the dead wom-
an's sister, after which Mrs.  Fisher
went upstairs to clean the death cham-
ber. Very scon after this operation
the alleged bizamist proposed to Mrs
Fizher that she become his wife.

“Y am an unfortunate man,’” Nrs,
Fisher reporis Hoch to have said to
her. *“Marie was mot my first wife. T
was married before, and my first wife
was an invalid, and now, just as I
thought 1 was to have another happy
home, my new wife is dead. [ am
lonely and have no means: You are a
zood woman and a good housewife, and
1 want vou to marry me. [ will bring
your children here from Germany and
you can be happy with me”

Repulsed Then Accepted Hoek.

Mrs. Fisherhas nine children in Ger-
many., Continuing ]191— narralive of the
ogenrrence, she sald

“I resented his pmposal, and told him
he should not tglk of sueh things so
ggon after his wife's death. January

15 I roug with him fo the cemelery, |
he !

and again, over his wife's grave,

asked me to marry hine

and I consented fo become his wife,
He told ms wo would go out of town
and no one would know of it untl my
sister had besn dead s long time. 1
went{ with him to Joliet that afternoon
and we wern married. We came back
and went to my house that night, The

next marning he asked me to give him

$750 I had saved to pay off a morigage
he claimed was held against the hcusa
and furniture on Unpion avenue, 1}
went with him to the bank and got the
money and gave it to him, Then he
disappeared.” Mrs. Fisher says. she
believes that she and her sister have
been made victims of a deep-laid plot
to deprive them of their earnings and
savings. She declares that she belleves
that, seeing that he could not disap-
pear from the presence of Mrs. Walker
and marry her without the knowledge
of both, he formulaied the plot
to murder the first wife by some 8¥s-
tem and, zecuring what money he conld
from Mrs. Fisher, ﬂisapgea.r for all
time. Poison found in the stomach af
Mrs. Welker, the police believe, prac-
tically corrcborates the statemeni of
the latest wife of Hoeh,
Cases in Other Cities.

‘Word has come to the local poliee
from 5t Louis, Cincinnatl and  San
Franesco that a man who operated ex-
tensively 1o all toose cities in the same
manner as Heeh i9 thought to be the
“Bluebeard.” It is belleved that mors

him {rom his father's esiate and 1
mitst prepare to leave for Germany
with him the next night. He zaid he
had no money for the voyage and
asked how much I had. 1 told him
3500 in the Tilinpis Trust and Savings
bank, i

‘“He azked me to draw it out and
give it to him for oUF irip to Germauy.
Just to show that he was on the sguare:
with me, he szaid, he made his will in
my favor. Then we went to the bank.
1 drew ouf the money and gave it io
him.
the will he had made out. Then he
nurried away to buy the tickets. That
is the last I have ever geen of him."

Calls Police “Foolishnesses.”

Hoch, when approached regarding
his alleged multi-marriages, emphat-
ically denied ever having indulged in
such an escapuade as blgamy and in his
quaint German way indicated thar the
very hought of such a thing was ex-
tremely rTepulsive to hiz hizhly toned
character. He strenuously denies mar-
rying as Imany persons as  have ap-
peared claiming Mr. Hoch as .their
long-lost lite companion. In broken
English he said that there were 8000
deserzed wives in Chicago, and it the
police persisted in connecting him with
so- many, they must be “big foeolish-
nesses”  Mr, Hoeh gives the follow-
ing version of his trouble: *“That’s ail
humbug about 1881, How could 1 be

I wasp’t here? I came fo thiz country
in the first week of July, 1835.

“When I first got to Chicaso 1
opened a sdloon, I paid $1,000 for it
lo a man named Louls Witte, but my
trade is sheet meral working, and I
found out in a few months that the
best thing I could do was to o back
to it.

“After that T worked for the Pullman
company and the Northwestern rail-
road and the Rock Island. In 1900 I
niarrizd Mary Hendrickson, and I had
tronble with her. I guessed then ¢
wouldn't stay home any more.

“Lagt December I got lonely, and I
zot my eve on A widow that I thought
would make me a good wife. That was
Marle Welker. I was toeld Mri. Hen-
drickson had got a divorce, and so I
gob tied up again, but no sconer did I
“tied than Marie died, apd 1 am
just the same #s belore ;

“Then [ =aid to mysell: ‘I'll marry
her zister,” apd T ashed BEmile if sha
liked me. She said she did,
ried her, and hera I am.

“But I am not =afraid.

el

Lat

631, 101, Lei {hem all ¢come who have
been deserted and robbed by me™

“IVhat about tha arsenic. then, that
the Chicago nolice say they have dis-
i cuvered o the stomaeh of your dead
wife?'*

Hoeh fidgeted.

“Araenic? Pooh! It was her kid-
neys that killed her. She was gick.”

One Woman Iypnotized.

Mrs. Leo Prager, 1810 Cortez street,
hag been added to the list of “‘Mrs.
Hochs When she married Hoch,
some time ago, it is said that he gave
the name of Leo Prager. Mrs. Prager
{ Secured $6,600 through the death of her
former husband, and shortly after the
marriage to “Prager” she gave him
$1.500, with which he siarted a second-
hand furniture store at 704 Sixty-third
street. They fitted out a flat ut 4431
State street.

Ons day “Prager” purchased $1,200
worth of rugs from the A. 8. Klein
Carpet company, and when the goods
were delivered the Sixiy-third street
slore was fonnd closed. “Prager” dis-
appeared and has not been heard from
Bluce. :

Amelia Hohn, 5122 Princeton avenue,
declared she was matrried to “John
Healy” Decerber 12,1900, and desert-
ed by him after he had secured $100
: of her money. She believes from the
deseription that Heely was Hoch.

The story came to light threugh the
good memory of Pollceman Ward, of

JOHANN HOCH, THE MODERN “BLUEBEARD.”

wives will be heard from in each of
these ¢ltles a8 the picture of Hoch is
more widely cirenlated.

Hacn's meihod with' soeh  of  his
wlves as he did not find it necessary
to otherwise dispose of is illustrated
in the case of Mrs. Anna Schmidt Hen-
one of the women he
He married this woman ic
in 1903, and took her
- Two days

deserted.
Hammong, Ind.,
to live at 311 Watt Bireet,

Jater he fled with 3500 she had saved.

“The day alter the marriage” Mrs.
Herdrickson  tolid  Imspector  Ship-
pey, who is in charge of the Hoch case,
“ru\' huspand i0ld me he was heir ta
an estate in Germany. A few hours
later he hurried in from downtown
with a fake cablegram which read:
‘father is dead. Your brother, Wil-
lawm

the Hyde Pari station.” He recilled the
story the woman had told him, and,
siruck by the similarity of it to Hoeh's
methods, after a search of several dayvs
found the woman. She said the man,
after six days’ acquaintance, showed a
roll of money and proposed marriage.
After the wedding he disappeared.
“He bypnotized me. I was compelled to
obey him," Miss Hohn said.
Caresr Began Early.

it is very elear that Hoch's cavreer
has not been of tho meleoric variety
a3 have the developments in the lives
of meny great crimipais. He began
his career in ihis sort of life, it is =aid,
in Germany, his native couniry, by
petty swindling. Frem this, which he
carried on in Bingen. Germany. he
wont ta greater things. He was 8 wine

Jwierchant in Bingen and assoclated in

“Te told me 821,000 was coming to] high a'ejé_iet_f,. where '-.]je' lsarned

80, captmating in this country.

At the same time he handed me

running around marrying women when

a0l mar-j

{hem

: oo ; 8 Sl K
The follow. | come on, all these ‘other woemen, 21,

ing Wednesday he came to my home |

‘means of extracting

eharming manners, that have proven
A gwin-
dip in a Gc—rman town mmpelleﬂ his
dpparture ard, leaving & wife and
thres children destitute, he “skipped."”
All over Germany where he has per-

| petrated his swindles there is great
- rejoicing  becaunse of his apprehension,
and ‘the belief is expressed that the

magnitude  of his erimes will be
fonnd to inerease ag developmants pro-
ceed. A dispatch from Beriin contrib-
utes the following to the known facts:

Berlin.~~Johann Hoch, whose many

tli"_

mysterious marrigges are vexing the

‘Whet most gives him the appearance

 of 2 German count, in which guise he
| once posed, ave the side whislers and
‘s mustache, of which he takes great

cars. short of build and rather stocky,
he is very fastidious as to his perscaal
appearance, when he desires to be so,
and his call for a new craval when he
found his old one was soiled in New
York points out the fact that the love
of hits of finery is in hig make-up.

.'hmmary of His Life

*In an interview Johann Hoch vouchs
es for the following summary of his
career, ending with bis arrival in Chi=
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A FEW OF HOCH'S NUMEROUS ALLEGED WIVES,

Chicago police, was compelled to leave
Germany January, 1895, to escape im-
prisonment a3 an embezzler and com-
mon swindler. His real name is Jaceb
Schmidt. Te was born in the town of
Herrweller, in the province of Dingen
on the Rhine, November, 1882. After
cetting marrled he kept a small siore
in his native village and later became
a broker and wine mnrchant in the clty
of Bingen.

In his capacity as s wine merch&nt
he lived pretentionsly and used his
acquaintance with high society as ths
large sums of
wmoney from husiness men, whom he
impressed as a good fellow. There it
was that Hoch learned the winning
ways that captivated his American vie-
tims. However, the pace grew too fast
for Schmidt in Bingen and after a fare-
well swindle of a sugar refinery he

sailed for the TUnifed States, leaving a{

wife and three children in utter ‘desti-
tution. A'receiver was appointed for
hig business, but his creditors are still
wailing for a dividend. The peonle in
Bingen are grimly rejoicing that their

former townsman is at lastin the toils

Hoch Will Feign Insanity.

From previous experiences Inspector
Shippy declares that he believes the
alleged bigamist will, as is nsually the
case when he has been placed on trial,
profess insanity. His actions on the
train en reute to Chicago made it ap-
pear that possibly this might be his
scheme when brought to aceount. His
rembling talk, and repeated declara-
tion that he was “an educated man and
& gentleman” give the authorities the

| belief that this iz to be the defense of

Johann Hoch. And judging by what
old men on the police force who have
seen Hoch say, the man 1s no mere
novice at the “insanlty gag,” andg they
declare that even the insane officials
who have to deal with such cases of
shamming almost every day, were
fooled at a previous appeara.nne before
a law court in Chicago. “I rather ex-
pect Hoch will sham insanity,' said
Inspector Shippy., “When caught and
charged with selling mortgazed furni-
ture in 1888, he plaved the same dodee.

“On {rial in Judge Baker's court he
eut up gueer antics, shook his head at
F. J. Magerstadt, who had furnished
four flats for him, and declared he

never had seen him hofore, and when

Mrs. J. H. Schwartzmann, of Milwau-
kee, pointed & dramatic finger at him
and said: ‘That man polsoned my two
gjaters,” he made faces &t her. Tn the
county jail he kept up the farce, rav-
ing like a wild man until the guards,
who believed in the genuinene=s of the
selzure, feared to come near Lim. AsS
s0on as Hach realized his  pretended
insanity would not save him from hard
waork, he suddenly became as sane as
any man.”
Fame Has Spredd Rapidly.

When coming to Chicazo on  the

train, Hoch was met at all points along .
A tietan b 2ODE L was on the recent oteasion of bis eight-

the route by cries of “Hurrah!” “There
he i “That's Hoch.” “Is that the
face that won so many homes?' HEv-
erywhere his pictures have been cir-
culated and everywhern people seemed
o be able to pick him out of the crowd
of officials who accompanied the party.
Women waved their handkerchiefs at
the notorious Hoch and, true to his
chivalrons instinets, he threw kisses
back at them. Men stood and gazed
curiously at him, while small bovs ex-
hibited their incorrigibleness by filng-
ing at him remarks regarding his past.

Personally Hoeh i3 not of groat pre-
pass_g-ssing appearancs, but once a
verson engages in conversation with
the multi-bigamist, and tne reazon for
hizs winning ways with women i3 ex-
plained. He is an mept!ona}}y_ smooth
talker, despite the faet that his speech

i= marked by hits of broken Einglish,

and he has the faculty of bringing one
around to his belief in an amazingly
forceful manner. He wears glasses at
times, and the speetacles cannot be sald
to Improve his personal appearance.

cago, in 1895, It has been reported
that his operations began in 1881, or

about that time, but according to his |

own story he did not arrive in this
country until two years later, The his-
tory is: ;

November 21, 1850, born in Horrs
weiler,  Germany. -~ Father, Wilhelm
Hoch; mother, Margaret Hach, nee
Schiller.

1866-1876—Atlended common schooi
‘and gymnasiumA

1876-1880—Learned trade oI sheet
metal worker.

1880-18482—Herved as soldier.

1882-1884—Served 48 reserve

1884 —Left native town, went fo
Paria.

1884-1888-—Worked at (rade ln Paris;
lived at Rue de Seins, 43.

1888—Went to London.

- 1888-1895—Worked at trade in Lon-
don; lved at 132 Eugenia avenue.

June 15, 1895, sailed rrom Southamp-
ton, Hngland.

July 1, 1895—Arrived in Chicago.

July 15, 1895—Bought samnn at 1108
Western avenue.

‘WWhen speaking of events during his
stay in Chicago, the bigamist hecomes
greatly confused, denying his state-
ments time and again,

Wilj Hoch Be Convicted?

Whether this character will be con-
victed of the erimes with which he ia
charged is merely a matter of conjec~
ture, but whatever furns up it will ba
recorded in the annals of crime in the
United States, and doubtless in the
world, that no greater case of whole-
sale marrying and pitiless swindling
has ever come into. the public lime-
light than that which is  charged
against Johann Hoch, a man whoze
operations have been felt nationally in
two countries and have atiracted al-
most universal attention.

LEARNED OF LITTERATEURS.

It may be noticed as something uniqus’

in the history of periodical publications |

that during the 87 years of the Black-
waod's existence the magazine has been
edited and owned by the Blackwood fam-
ily, father and son, through four gener-
ations.

Copenhagen has }ast its most prolifie
novelist by the death of Louis de Moulin,
He used to write half a dozen stories at

ouce. Many of them were printed in the

Danjsh Review, and he is sald to havs
been bound by contract to furnish at
ieast five murders in each story.

Miss Doris Clark has been awarded the
gold medal provided by the Montana
state board of education for the best ea-
say submitied by a public school stu-
dent of the state on the subject of *Pio-
neer Day.”’
less writing since she was 13 years obd
sume of her later work having m‘*! With
eonsiderable favor.

Perhaps no German journalist ha.s
ever been honored as Ludwig Pieissh

fethbirthday, He received over 1,000 con-
statulatory messages, including ons
I'eom the kajzer, who referred to him as
“the lucid elironicler and old faithinl
comtrade of my father” An annual pen-
slon of 2,608 marks bas algo besn grani-
ed Lim. :

Dz Charles A. Eastman, the noted
Sioux Indian Jecturer, auihor and his-
tovian, 15 on the Pacific coast collecting
mateslal for his comprehensive history

Miss Clark has done more or |

of the Sioux nation. The work is belag |

prepaged under direction of the interior
deparvment, speeial  atiention being
ziven to land titles, Dr. Eastman s 3
gentleman of culture and in addition to
having been a frequent contributor to
thi leading magazineg has wri lten SEV=
eral books.
For Qthers,
When a man remarks that honesty
5 the best poliey he is nol uszually
'LaJklng about himself Hiz' theory
about himself is that rizid adherence
io the virtues is responsible for bis

misfortunes.—National Magazine

i with veins of clear wator.

'TREASURE TURNED TO nus'r
Ba.nk Hntaa Buried.n Gmmld in Bmi

Bha.pe, But Redeemed at
: Washington. :

The money counters in ihe United
States fressnry wers startled one day
by the appearance of a remarkabis
looking “fat manr” who ectered the de-
partment and told a atrange tale. Ha
said he was an Ohlo farmer and did net
believe in banks and so had buried
his money in the ground for safe-
keeping. He had dug it up, and was
horrified {o Bnd tha: it was slowly
turning to dust, as notes will when
long buried.

Panic-siricken, he gathered the dis-
integrated money into an old pillow-
case, bound it around his waist beneath
ttxis clothes and started for Washing-
on.

He traveled part of the way on horaa=
back, part of the way omn an Ohio river
steambonf and part of the way was by
train. During the journey he naever
once took off the pillowease. e even
slept with it on.  The officials of tha
treasury department found it diffcult
to make him part with it He did not
wani to go with a clerk to a hota for
fear the clerk might rob him, but as
it was manifestly impossible for hint
to disrobe in the office he had finally,
io submit,

They got the money at last, and the
condilion of it way so bad that Mrs.
Leonard, an expert, had to be called
to declpher it. S5 great was her shill
that the farmer lost anly a fow hun-
dred dollars ont of 18,000,

FED BY FOUNTAIN OF PITCH

Celebrated Take of Asphalt in Trin-
idad Seems to Be Inex- ;
haustible, :
One of the maost singular lakes in
the world is the celebrated plieh lake
ef the ¥sland of Tricidad. ‘This lake
spreads over an area of 99 AcTes and
its surfaee iz composed of one preat
floating masg of asphalium, seamad
From it
and a similar laks in Venezuels ths
world’s supply of asphalt is drawn.
The pitch lake iz a vile place as {ar
ag smells are conesrndd, for 'the air all
about it i3 heavy with noxinus Yapors,
and irom the center of the lake pushes
a fountain of liquid -asphaltum, in
which thers foat and break bubbies
containing most horrible gases.
The workmen £0 out on the sarfaca
of this lake and ecut great slals of

| asphaltum, which ars carried away,

But ‘the next morning the hole they

juleif iz filled wp ‘azain with .a pitch

which has risen during the might, so
that the «upply seemy tu be inex-
‘haustible.

This curious la.ka was discm'ered by
Sir Walter Raleigh when ke Ianded in
 Trinidad in 1695 on his way to the
mouth of the Orineco in Mdrbh of Ki.
Dorado.

Another strauge lake Is mtuated on
2 peninsula which juts out inte the
Caspian sea. The whole surface of this
lake is covered with a soft crust of salt
g0 thick and strong that a mar can rida
across it on horseback without an&
danger of brea.king through. ' '

|AN UNFORTUNATE ;-c:Honcf.'

Swedish Wewspaper Bought for Fine
nish Servant Did Not Work
Very Well,

Mrs. ‘Black, with a family of eight,

| could keep a cook, but Mrs. Green, wha

paid the same wages, and whose fams
ily numbered only two, experienced the

greatest Gifficulty in persuading one o
stay with her. -Mrs. Green was troi-

bled about it, and naturally sought sug-
gestions wherever she could get them.

One day the two women happened ig
meet at a news-dealer's stand, relates

¥puth's Gompanion.
“I'm buying,” explaihed Mrs. Blaok; .
‘9, Bwedish newepaper for my cook.

| She likes to read, and I takeone home ta

her oceastonally.” :

“Why!” exclaimed Mrs. Green. "
wonder if that's the reason you're sc
successful in lkeeping a giri.: I've al-
ways wanted to know the secret.”

“Poesibly, it's one of the. ramns.".
admitted Mra. Black.

“I'm going to try it myself” an-
nounced Brs. Green, promptly taking a
copy of the same paper. e

A week later the two women met
again near an agency, where Mrs, Gresn
was looking for a new coolk..

“Well,” asked Mrs. Black, smiling,
“now did tha newspaper scheme work?”

“I ‘didn’t work at all,” conlessed Mrs,
Green. “I bought a Swedish paper, and
the girl was a Finn."”

ONE ADVANTAGE OF FOGS.

In England They Are Helpful té
Weavers in the Handling :
of Yarn. .

“Should secientists succeed in finding
ways and means for dispelling the
foggy condition of England's  atmos-
phere, T am afraid thut country willes
lose more than it gains,” said :.:.» =
Norman, of Bostonsass :
local exciiange. *'One of the
V}bﬂfgngilsh weavers producis
of finer and softer finish thi
ican weavers from the same i)
eotton and other yarn is bee
“damp condition of the atmo:
that couniry at all times, !

“It is & well-known fact that 3
continuatly and uniformly dJdipg
spin floer and sofier than that 8
out in the process of weaving. 9§
sands of dollars bave been spent b3
weavers o appllances to keep
shops ‘uniformly humid, bit P
without suceess,  The fine gualid@
Panama hats, for  instance  if §
sfraw were pot kept cdamp while
process Of weaving is on, could|
be produced. The straw is nof woll
under water ag many suppose, biied
kept uniformly damp by being worgs
in the early morning holrs wher
heavy dew ia falling .~ ;

Eznmples of Chivalry. g

New York's newest hotels have
sn example -in chivalry to ihe ¢
restanranis which thege many
‘have refuted to serve meals afted

p. m. to women without mals escd
Hotels nowadaya cater to Wwonen 13:'. 4
ery way. Thev have luxurious drese
ing rooms amll matds i artendan
@yven the toilet arficles are Brovidedis
‘powder and perfumes, smej lm_g

pins, ete. -

&




