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:THE PACKING COMBINE

.owm"'rit}ms THAT HAVE MADE ITS
REMARKABLE GROWTH

3

POSSIBLE.

Beginnings of the Men Who Built
‘the Largest of American Indus-
tries—Their Interesting
Personalities,

BY CAMERON LANDON.

This is a page from the Arabian
= Nizghts tzles; with aladdin outdone; the |
Bstory of the rise of the Armours, the
Bwifts, and the Cuidahys ~tha Armours

ftom the farm barn vard near Stoek.
bridge, N. Y, the Switts from thel killing
Pen of 5 buteher shop in Barnstable,
Mass, ihe Cudahvs from thapear Bogs
: b, in county Kilkénny,in Ire-
iand, to the height of an ability to o
Eanize an industrial combine with eap-
nahzatmn of 3200, GA0,000;

Lesa_ i.l_i_:m half a gentury has seen the
comparative poverty of ‘the bheef trust
- maguales transformed to an  opulence
. heyond the dream of king or courtier of |
a CEnENTY Hgo.

In 1846 the packing indusiry in Chica
go wiiich the giant intellectsof Gu

.Pﬁmm 42 Arerrous

ayis: F. Swift, now dead, of Philip D. |
now dead, and of Michael !"m‘l-_f_
ve developed 10 the ‘indunstrial

ma.mmath of the present, had its smali
beginping in the sluughter of 613 head
“of cattle
A Billmn-Dollar Business.

111 1904 the product of the beef trust
_amounted to over & billion dollars, In
1903 the combination slaughtered 5,521~
697 ‘head of cattle.

S0 wall Jaid were the plans of the
i’nundem of this monocopoly ihat it hag
gained 5 momexntunt beyond the power

. of its heads 10 eontrol; the ever growing
tream. of ity ihimense profita pours in
upon the beef trustfrom sources w hich
are so resistless that the dowafall of
Stsndard il supremacy among
seems certain.
: ‘Pounders of the Trust,

ftis a tribute well earned by Gustavus | .

7. Swift and Philip D. Armour to say

hey were the founders of the preseet .
ot combine! that Michael Cudahy wis
earppand that Nelson | 2

a powerial aide-d
orris, George Ho Hammond and others

of the Cudahy brothers had heen able |
1 The groat advantage of the!

eombmc over ihe independsnt packer
ns, like that of the Standard Oif com-
f;:lé. lymmense profits when others were
dbing pusiness atb 8 ioss, - Lhe sripiof
th;e beef trust iS'Upon s MANY MoTe neo-
" e and affects ihe three moals per day
- all of them 20 vitally that Standard
aile pireds likely fo be outdone unless
resent federal inquiry and the re-

cent decizion of the Tnited States su-
nie. court sustaining Judge Gross-
~tion agalnst trust  methods

result.s in the en.fonemem of the laws

land.

ﬁrﬁ: stanua:rd 0il company deals in
produ;ctﬁ and its profits are a

‘the independence of the

pla.  The beef trust Z0£5

. more homes and names the

not only for “{he fresh meat, the

It ment

Ii'h',g roductsof the beef and hog "but

- hut it also fixes the prices |

of Gaiifumla. bocause the

-{hat fruiis
grower of ke

trusts |

rehates from raiiroads which gave |

1 ping horses would yield him a Detter

! living than ke could expect from farm-

ing ity New Encland. He bought calils |
at Barnstabie, gradually branching gut
to Brighion anf Watertown. anid later to
Albgny, In 18649 he discoversd there was
more opey in western cat

moved ta) Brighton, thenee io Clinton,
in Massachusetfs. His dealings had

ed, when He moved to Chiesgo in 187
Neither He nor anyone else guessed his

ganizing and constructing, whilch in a
very tew years in Chicago had becume
conspicuous by growth of business until
his repitation was national.

Philip I). Armour, who staried life ag

New York state,went to Milwankee when
he took Horace Greeley's advice to
young men to go west., A brother, Her-
man 0. Armour, had a grain commisslon
business there, atd to thisin 1848 the in-
dustry of hog packivg was added. Jos-
eph F. Armonr, the younger brother of
to his Failing heslth that PL
moved to Chicago in 1874,
| come familiar with every delall of pork
{ packing and had himself done all phases

lofit

| tries of the Amerlean peaple lies in the |

abllity of the hesaf trust o fix the prices |
‘nfthe prodieers of the ranchnin and the |
¥ efate and ler-—|

farmer. throughout ever
ritory of the United States, the price of
hogs. eattle and sheep, and consequent.
l¥ the' price of wheat, corn and
| This blow = aimed &t every home and
every merchant of the hamlets towns

the big packing interests.

pire of the great Chicago emmbine da-

i fies the law and has the pubille at Iis

merey. AL every furn of

TOWSs stronger and greater: more mshl-
=

The pbeef |
fe railroads, | '
mile, dete st

3 and els
facteries, stockydrds

GUSTHVE'S ShrFi
1{ | WA O WIS
L FATRERS £aRIL
s tn e ]

GUSTAVES & SWIEE,

warehouses, slevaiors, and ths

meni was recentiy made that 1t alse

Birth of Chicago Stockyards.

until John T
111, the biggesat shipper of cattle In the
eountry at that time, in 1865 was offered
special inducgments in railroad rates it
he would bring hisecattle and hogs to
Chicagg. Thus it was discrimination
in freizht rates which started the indus-
try. as it is unequal rates which bullt
up the beef trust. Alexander accebied

creage of  cartle shipments stimulated
rivalry between the Pennsyivania rail-
road and Jay Gouwld's road, the Erie.
which, in 1863, resulted in & cui-throat
rate war on  livesiock, which gave a
great uplift to the livestock inleresis in
icago:. From that time on the pack-
ing house huginess grew in Chicazo, and
Gustavus Swilt in Jaouary, 1875,
4 there to engage in Hivesiock bus-
| spess. 8 onew page in the history of the
industry wasg begun.
Colossal Achisvements,

Swrift Dros. & Co. established its main
sianzhter house in Chicago, and estab-
lished branch houses in New York,
Pennsylvania, Connecticut, New Hamp-
shire.
Cot
organized;

was  $200,600.000,
value of its eapital stoclk was ac-
copted at $75.000.000. It hss brench
houses all over the east and west. and in
Europe. It has packing honges in St
Paul, Kaznsas City, Si. Joseph, 8. Louis
and other cities. e death of Gustavus

Swift and Philip D, Armour did not take

place until both men had seen the Te-
sulis of thelr achievenentsin mammoti
packing piants, and ledger fizures of
millivng, . The control of the husiness ja
virtually now in the hands of J. Ogden
Armour, who began work for his father
at §10 a week as clerk, and who now is

and the smoked meat, for the |
ue,-the hides, the fertilizers, |

It names |

the dominant factor

A Chapter of Beginnings.

Only Americs can irnish examples of |
‘such personal achievements as the }_}_’fg
stories of Swift, Armour and the Cuda-
‘hy brothers disclosed. Sandwich, Mass,,
is 3 small lown, and Gusiavas Swift's)

{parental home Tear there was a stony

and nnprofitable farm. WEen he was
‘born, June 24 1853, there seemed Do

| prospectfor the child but io Hive the pro-
| saic life of a farmer, such as his father
‘and his father’s father had' been.

‘He
gmbbed amongs the stumps and the
sitones and fought with naturs for &
‘mesger erop until he was 22 years aiﬁ.-.
‘i’hen he moved to 'Bsrnstahée, fu‘ll of

GALE, |

~and eities; for the oid daysof competi-|
tion have been relepated to the past by
TEives soTan

the wheel it !

state-

owned politicians, legisiators and con-
'.'gresamﬁ.n.

Chicago didn’t havs a caitle market.
T. Alexander, of Jacksonville, |

the offer. moved fo Chicago and his in- |

The anuual husiness of Swilt &}
swhen the combine i said to have |
and the

in meals, grains, |
fruits and dairy products [n the United |
| States.

Hack in the fifties there wasa potterat
Callan, Treland,
by, whose four boys ran barefoot mos
ithe time, and who hegged for fresi
mear as a luxury.

ick Cudahy came to Ameriea In

eerage, with their carpet -hags
telender purses, In 1840, and
| Milwaukes, Michael Cudahy was 0ld
enough to dn chores around the slaugh-

er houses where his father found em-

spare hours he acqitived a simple eduea-
tion. which he always improved
later, when he had opportunity.

ihe was 18 he went to work in a packing
| Houss, and at

for himseif a5 2

£

reu11 hu

i thenhe |

t been small, and his fleid had been Hmit-|

Philip. wrs in charge, and it was owing |
ilip: 1§
He had  be- |

eent and

latent genjus'for Iarge affairs, for or-|

{.e23 is I-pown of the head of the Swift
& (o, corporation iban of ilie Armours,
Because Louis F. Swift's home has 8l
ways been in Bosion. Heis more rei
exclusive than J. Ogden AT-
mour, Living within a fow miles of the
hivthplace of Gustayus F. Swilf, he lives
in a mansion
while the farmhouse in which his father
was born. which still stands, iz small
and devoid of all modern comforts, He
ritdes in automobiles; his father,as. &
Loy, drove a butcher wagon. His income
and resources are like thoze of an em-

i peror of the east; hig father grubbeda

a hlithe and barefooied country boy in |
| ciety leader, who takes much interest in
outdoor sports and driving, who in an

Ly mame Patrick Cuda- }

This tamily of Pat-|
thet
aud |
settled &t
Capital L

S

ployment, and hy attending School, in
{ Capital

upon |
When |

| Brock value in xm-rgpr

meager Hying from his farm,

J. Ggden Armopur has & home oz
Michigan avefue which cost $12§,DDD.
His wife is a heantiful womag, and a si-

nnassiming and modest way is liberal
in her charities. Af Oconomowoe, Wis.,
they have a summer home whieh is'sald
to be one of the most complete in the
couniry in equippage and comfort.
Valne of the Plants in Combine.
The following are the figures at whiciy

the various packing plants were valued |
in the congolidation which is ealied the |

besl frust:
SWIFT & CO.
Capital « e . <% 25,000,000
z . 200000 bu
25,000,000

Annual business ...

ARMOUR & (‘0
Capital .. {Fiali]
Annual DUSINESS (.o e 200,00
Stock value in Merser ... BO0U
NELSON MORRBIS & COL
Stock value in merger ..

CUDAHY & CO.

Lk

25.0 \]i}‘“

5,000,500
15.000,000
15,500,000

AnpuakbUsiness o i ees
Stock value in merger

i 3rocks and securitles repre- -

25 bewent into business |
Bur |

. which |

PRI E TN THeCEeT il veiiees
| Stoclis and securities repre-

Hig sue- |
an OiFer |
3T Ml.' Cudahy bo

nonT b ol

mMpAnY. w"| ich

Trust I‘F:.as vates| Live Sitnple Life.
All through their lives both Gusatav-
tug Swilt and P.DoAr
simple habits of Thelr
rinipg and of goingioh
ail thetr wealth they ear
pisty ‘and were rarely sven,
icularly Armo
proachable by any o
taympathy apd
| of irouble.
The
ed to Bdward C.owife and L. F. Swiit,

youth. of early

r, WETE Very ap-

son ot PoD. Armour, is the nominal and
practical head of the packing interesis.
Tiike hid father, he is simplein his iaste
and without aristocracy or snobbis
3, a= genial and unaffected with J.rv
ovling as with a bead of a depari-

Hea
had the practical |

\"<..a

) : | Walue in: Merger ...,
pth inmun- |
Armone,and |
tablished the|

senting purchdse from
Hammoend & Co. and Oma-
ha Packing company by

Armbar & oo 0o V. ey wnai 00,000

senting ' purchase from
Fowler & Son Packing Co.,
the Anglo-Amsrican Pro-
vision company, by Swiit
o il il A R 2 5,000,000
o, 15,000,600
Leefl

Total eapitalization of
3 201,000,040

RBemarkakle Display of Genins:

The storyv-of how the present gigantic

i power of the beel tenst was born and

aur retained the |

nurtured hag it begloning in the char-
‘rer and persopal achievemenis of Gud-
tavus Swift. However much P. D, Ar-

| thour contributed of sagacily and ener-

early. With!|
little for sp-

Both men, |
frnit growers, the farmers and the stock
sirmen, ready ind
promptio asslst intimes

huginess of the Swiiis descend-

getic en ngtructiverness, the present con-
dition of supremacy of the heefl trust
and of subservienee of the ratiroads, the

raisers of the United Stateg would never
have come ahowrt but forthe rawboneod,
mopev-loving YVankee, Swift the elder.
An idea that was his and to which he

s glung with the tenaeity of an inventor,

put T, Ozden Armour, the only surviving |

and upen which he staked
brought it Lo pasa.
We have said that Gustavns Swift left

the eattle huying business in Brighton

trig  all;

_ | end other Massachusetts towns when ho |
© discovered how superior weztern catile |

| were over those of the east and how

ts af the hesf truat are |

L pannol -‘maned alt
; =,gr~ B of (f?m nerce k:aLﬁf-itL 11:1 ,111 T

s

though Commisz- |

much more money there was tor hlm i
dealing in westerns.
AHheush be later gave evidenceof the

| inr'ars genius for orsanizationand mon-

; al to Ch

rmotr deelared he did n:)r 1\:1 W nm\' i

weh they were, and hig statement ;s !

n_ot piesiioned
Frezent Lea:}ers of the Beef Trust,

Whatcver may be said in denuneiation |
ac |

| ¢harges are made of lack of inlegrity, or

?

i

1

|

| of the gystem of the beef  trust,
|

| truthfuln

i

J. Ogiten Armour. Theoperationsof the | foue,

T

¥ making; he had nof up o his remoy-
ago been successful exceptin
a very simall way.
incessant attection to business had giv-

=0 Wim a slender bank account. He was

able to merely Rang on the skirts of the |
Chicazo cattis markef a
conteny with jngignificance.
by heipicked npa carload of cattleata
bargain and shipped them east. He
srew miore and more suecessful in this,
He found there would beasavingtohim
i in having a buitchering place in Chica-

or of immorality against | =0, and in a few years he had estabiished |
It was a small coneern, which eut |
{ tles found that success or failure de-
| pended on whether they had refriger-

£ ﬁA’W,éF )
S HIS YOUNGER

) -"msts have impoverished farmers and

stockmen; have hroken banks, Eave pro-

i i eipitared strikes, and have caused sul- |
: cides, have ruissd towns and cities, but |

| the personality of J. Ogden Armovz Is

i ihat of sn interesting, manly and ine
type of American manhood. At hissug-
zestion railroads may dismiss thie Zon-
eral manager. and ecommission mer-
chants may be blacklisted 7and ruined,
for: the beef irist ie insaliable and re-
_morselosd, but T Osden Avmour is re-

is  lated in Wall street, among his
{riends and business associetions, gnd
‘tellow members of his elubs; he i3 popu-
[ lar ami a mmos‘.mon enaeriy- auuzht fur.

spected a2nd curdially iiked b¥ the em- |
ploves who know him, and aithough he |

which costs & fvrtone |

5,900,

5000000 |

21,000,000 |

Utmost frigalityend |

and had to be
{ecazions | .
P mand for dressed heef, and a big profit

ator cars.

the hoof.”

ECOROINY of the new method wonld mean

a great deal of mone y. He farmed a de- |
ter"minuticm which ' later discourage- |
ments showed nothing could  break to |

succeed in shipping dressed beet,

Abont that lime an inventor by the
name of Tiffany had invented and pat-
ented a refrigerator car whieh promised
10 be successful. He tried to get batk-
ing. and Morris retnsed if. Gustavu
Swift, practically unknown, asked the
railroads to furnish some of those cars
and he would furnish the dressed beet
for the east. The railroads refused, To

build and own such cars would take sev-
eral thousand doilars, and Switt could
not weali spare it from his business,

which was growing so fast that it kept |

him eramped for eapital. His associates
in the packing business told him bs
would “go broke! if he pui any money
into the Tiffany cars, but he risked fail-
are and conseqient ruin, and plunged in,
having thres carg built. The railroads
swera to haul these cars, and Swift had
ro thousht of asking pay for Lhe mileaze
traveled by his cars. He was satisfied 1o
have the advantage over competitors of
owning and shinping in refrigerated
Cars.

Growth of Private Car Line Evil

Wien the trialof the cars had become
more than an experiment Swift realized

| it was & suecess, and as fast 45 he conld

hio had moreof theny buili.. Morris, too.
others at the Chicazo yards had ve-
frigevalor cars. consiricted for them.

Dressed beef could be shipped toeastern|

points af such g great saving over ship-
ping live eallle that there was a saving
10 CONSNDY s, which stimulated the de-

for the packers. The refrigerafor cars
had come to stay, and Gusiavis JSwilt
managed to maintain the lead He had se-
cured by his nerve aud. ia.lth in theex-
periment.

The various packere during the seven~

They were content to keep
within the legitimate advantages and
profita of the meat trade, but the smaller

packers were soon pub fo death by the |
big nnes who had the refrigerator Ime:s..

to club them with.

The fact that the refrigerator cars
were first used by the Chicago packing
houses is one of the great reasons for the
great growth of the Chicago livestock
and packing busipess which centrallzes
the heef trust of thepresent at Chicago,

This explains the growth of the ve-
frigerator lines until thers are in opera-
tion 54,000 cars for which every rallroad
pays mileage, and which the Armours-
Swifts-Cudabys ownor control, from
which t‘he_( derive an enormous annisl
ravenus.

:gf such a shipper;
that with 54,080 cars iraveling the iron

It s the nwnership of these refriger-

! ator cars which hag put the price of |
| fruits and vegetables for the tables of
| the American people up 10 to 25 per can*
i in eost.

Railroads Held Up.
it is the pwnership of the meaf busi-
3 of the eountry which enables the
beef irust the favored few, to dictate ta
the railreads and make them pay for the
use of the ears and act as agents for (ke
car line awpers in holding ap the ship-
pers of freizht for the mileage of three-

quarters of a cent amile east of Chicazo, |

except in Canada, where It i3 one cent,
and one cent a mile west of Chicago,
The railroads dare not protest, for when
they dothe beef trust gays Ina menacing
veice that it will give the protesting
railroad no more of ifs freight. The
tonnage shipped by the beef trust Is
enoromus, and ro railroad dares con-
template gettm_g out of ithe goud graces
Oune can easily ses

highways of the country dafly the mlle-
&ge would be a great big fncome on the
investment. Theactual figures, as shown

| by intersiate commerce reports, are that

D 70 S DER ST
AS A CATTLE DEAERN ﬁr"ffll??‘

but liitle fisure in the transactions of |

| the vards, which had rapidiy srowa tu t

considerable proportions.

The First Refrigerator Cars.

Nelson Morris, who was rated asene |
of the “eaiile Iingz"” i (he €3 a‘cagn
yards even then, had béen experiments:
ing with the g npm,_nt of meats in box |
cars packed with ice. These experiments |
had been very-crude and rob entirely | i
satistactory to Morris, but Swift had |
watched them with keen interest. IHe 1
seemed fo have a prophetic visivn of the | |

| present day. He could see that if meata |

could ‘be =Ripped east dressed there.

_would be a great savine over the method -

of the ﬂay, shipping live cattle; “beef on 1

these ears earn at least 25 per cent.
The Fruit Trust. I
It is the ownership of ihese refriger-

ator cars which has given the beef trust |

right to zlaim the title of fruit trust

i also; the froit business iy wholly at ils

merey. ¥ hen the fruit shipper of €ali-
| fornia or Tennessee has a carload of or-
\anges or strawberries to _"' he calls
for a car, and bf the term

: - {rust the railroa cannot do else than

| send for & trust ear, which rolls down
from Chicago, earning mileage at every
ellek of the wheels, and inty this carthe
frult is loaded. At the destination the
conslgnee pays the freight and alss the
bill of the beef trugt forthe mileage, and
also another Bill for “icing’l the car.
When the rerﬁgemwr cars were first
‘used there was no “leing eharge made;
for mat.ance for t.he Mmhs;.an peacnes

e realized thal the heat|
business would surely gz'ow and that tha |

sent to Boston. When theidea was 0F=
iginated of eharging for ieing the charge
| was fixed at $20 for the trip, Later it
was advanced to §20, and now the icing
of a car costs 345, about the same as the
freight. {There are jnstances where tha
charge for icing and for mileage is
greater than ihe tariff freight. But the
railroads are bound to collect the frust’s
charpes, fighi 1o met them, go into eouris
| at the rallroads’ expense to get them, If
' meed he' The tailroads are absolutely
'mastered by the heef trust, partly for
the reazon that there are large railroad
interests in the hands of the beef trust
magnaies and thsy make the other

< MeLsonlorrss

=

tetockhelders of therailroads suffer that
| they may get the Yake off.
At the Throats of the Railroada.
The packers have Laen at the throata
of the railroads zince the early eighties,
when the Chicago, Milwaukses & St. Paul
railroad buoilt o Kansas City and Oma-
ha, and to secure the meat business of-
fered to pay a mileage charge forthe uss
of the packers' refrigerator cars. This
was an offer which the other Missouri
river railroads bad soon to follow, and
thus was the mileage “graft® saddied
upor the railroads of the country,

There was a time when the California
Fruit Transporiation company was su-
| preme in the Callfornia fruittrade. But
the Armour interest got a contraet with
cone of {he two  great fruit shipping

houses by promising that house §17 a
car rebate on every carof frolt; then the
Swifts hought the rival eoncern, which
| b¥ reasen of the decline of 1z business
as resuplt of (lig Armour inroad had
| gone to emash, and then by a guiet mu-
tiual szracment {he Swifts and Armours
had things thelr own way.

The contracts with the railroads res
quire of the roads that they use npother
refrigerator cars than thoss of the beef
trust, called by 20 different names; they

as speedily as pessible, and in fact the
railroads give the preference {0 the beef
trust cars over their own few refrigerat-
or cars, The minimum loading weight
is as low as possible, so that the ship-
mentsshall require as many refrigeraior
cars a3 possible, with ccmsequent ine
crease in the milease.

S mmma&m

SUMMARY OF FACTS ABOUT
BEEF TRUST.

Statements taken from report
of Commisgsioner of Commerce
James R. Garfield:

Profits from: dreasing beeves, J
29 cents esach.

Frofits  additional from by-
products, 50 cents per head.

-Mumber of cattle kitled during
1903, 5,521,697 head.

Percentage of total number of
cattle slaughtered i United
States, 45 per cent.

Average price paid per hun-
° dredweight, $4.45.

Average live wmght ir 19030
was 1,115 pounds.

Average profit from operation
of private refrigerator car lines,
25 cenis per head. :

Profit from refrigerator cars,
14 to 17 per cent. on investment.

Profit on slaughter of cattle,
13.1 to 13.5 per cent. on invest-
ment.

‘Mumber of refrigerator cars
operated, 54,000,

Profit from charges for “icing”
#hesa cars, not considered in re-
port.

e a—ﬂmwmmmmh%wm
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Incustries controlled or prac-
tically controlled by the “beef
trust:” Fresh meat, salt meats,
smoked meats, canned meats,
fertilizers, meiona in Colorado,
Colorado fruit, poultry, hides,
bristies;, horn products, bone
products, refrigerater cars, Mich-
igan fruit, trap:cal fruits, egga
and butter.

Efforts toward breaking the
manopoly.

Injunction granted in Chicago
by Judge Grosscup, sustained by
United States supreme court,
cpinion unanimous.

Eleven indictments under the
German anti-trust law and in.
various states under state laws.
in  Missauri packers found
guilty as a trust and fined $5,000.

Federal gevernment ‘investi-
gated “heef trust” and no proge- -
cution is jeg?hegun fur violating
injunction or Sherman law.
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Has-t: Opportune.
Man Dverboard—Help! Hélp!
Stranger—Whoy dont yez sw m;?
TEidon't know haw," i
“Hure ol ys've got o fine chnncetn
learn. -Cassell 5

require that the cars shall be returned.
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KEEN-EDGED SABERS

UNITED STATES ARMY TO ®#ROE~
IT BEY CONFLIET INFAR EAST.

Cavalry’s Weapon to Be Remodeled;

and Bharp Rod Bayonet to Ba
Replaced by Those with

a Enife Edge. .\

Military experts of the United States
army ha're been watching with keen in-
terest the contlict in the far east and
have been quick to note the directipns
in which improvements ¢#n be made in
the eguipments of our soldlers, and in
fizhting methpds. It has become evident
that the hand-to-hand confiicts in the
trenches and in the open will @ecide the
battle of the futare, and for this reason
Secretary of War Taft bas Just izsued
an order that blunt sabers of the cavairy
should be sharpened to a keen edge, An-
other change whieh is likely to be made
soon is the adoption of the koife bayo-
net.  This is the old-fashioned atiach-
ment of the Krag-Jorgensen rifle, Dug
is more effective than the short rod bay-
pnet of the new army rifle recently
adopied, and for this reason a great
prejudice has developed against the lat-
ter:

The army saber has been regardad a2
an ohsolele weapon for the past 20 years
or more.  Now it s coming to the frong
again, Bu useless has it been conzidersd
that up 10 a monik ago our government
had rot bought any sinee the civil war.
Hecretary’ Taft has just entered into &
eoptract for the pirchase of 4 large num-
ber of sabers from the Afes Sword
company, of Chickopee Fallg, Mass., An
order-for several-thonsand has also beel
placed: with the Springfcld arsenal.

The command to sarpen the edses
of the instrumenis appliss to officers as
well pelto enlisied men. The cavaley-
men will now be drilled with more care
ig the fourishing of iheir biades &0 tha"

NEW AND OLD ARMY RIFLES AN.{J
ARMY SAEBRRS

they will not be snipping off slices of
sars or gouging oub heir cneeks with
careless sweeps,

Following aut i‘natr‘h-’tions from: the
prestlent. & bodard of special nfficers is
congldering the advisahbility of dropping
the rod bavonet that was adopted only
a few years ago, This device was ona
of the developments of tho Boer war.
That conflict made it appear that ibe
days nf hand-to-hapd fights belween op-
posmz armies had passed, and thatlong

range arlillery duels wounld determine

the viciories of the fuiure. Accordingly
the old knife bayonet, which had besn
employed in our army for years, sad
with which our spldiers conld cut down
an enemy. or-throw up enfrenchments:
wiith equal facility, was tossed om fo
the junk heap. In iis place was substi=
tuted a slender rod with a poinfed end,
which is deseribed by officers 23 pei-
ther a good ramrod nor a good bayos
net. ;

This rod bayonet was adopted at the
time tha Krag-Jorgensen was aban-
donei for the new Springfleld ritle. The
latter weapon has a barrel six inches
shorter than the Krag. and measures buf
24 ipches. This makes the rifle used by
the American troops the shurtest carried
by soldiers anywhere in the world, Ex-.
tended experiments with 24 and 30-inch
rifies showed that the shorter type couid
be adepted without loss ot accuracy or
peneirating power. Insiead of inereas-
ing the length of the bayonet to make up
for the lack of “reach’” pf £he Zun prap~

or, thiz attachinent was shoriened also.
Now, the sirategiats of the war depart:
ment realize that the army i3 equipped
with o rifle that is amywhere {from seven
inches to a foorand a half shorter thap
those used by tke leading milltary ua-
tions. ‘In view of the reporis of battles
that are being won in the far east by
bayvonet charges, this fact is giving much
concern not only to Becretary Tatt and
members of the general staf¥, but to Pres.
ident Roosevelt as well, i

The length of the United States army

servicge tifle with bayonet Ig only .;'4
inches. The eztreme lenpth of the Lel
bel rifle, with which the French army
iz equipped is 7185 inches, or a foot
and a balfl longer than the new Bpring-
field. Germany eclings to the Manger
rifle, with an exireme length of §3.49
inches or 1558 inches longer than ours.
The rifie employed by the Ra@sians is of
the Mouzin pattern and measures 68.11
inches from Buit to bayonet tip. Tha
Japanese weapon is a trifle less than.
three inches shorter. Euglish troops
are equipped with the Lee-Metford rifie,
which is the shortest wenpon I use, éx.
cepting the new Springfield. I méaz-
ares §1.45 inehes and Is T.45 inches lotig-
er than ocurs. The greatest objection to

the rod bayonet is based on the fear that

our soldiers, realizing that they are at
a biz disadvaniace in the matter  of
“reach’” when it comes to a band-to-
hand sirnggie, will shrink from eolli-
slons and zive way at the crucial mo-
ment of ¢ombat.

Insulting.
~ Lawver [cross-examiniog mmess}«- :
Where was your maid 4t the nmu,
madam?
Lady—She w.aa in m:y bonuqlr arrang—
{ng ooy heir. :
j..un-er«&nd mera y:m tﬁﬂa aism'}.




