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PAROCHIAL LAWMAKERS IN SESSION.
Regular Bimonthly Meeting of Police Jury-Budget Adopted and Tax of

Nine and One-Quarter Mills Levied-Offer of Calcasieu Trust & Sav-
ings Bank to Purchase First Road District Bonds Accepted.

DonaldSsonlvle, La., July 8, 1914.
The police Jury of the parish of

Ascension met this day at the court-
house, in regular session, and was
called to order at 11 o'clock a. m.
present-Adolphe Netter, president,
third ward; Karl G. Spahr, first
ward; J. M. Ourso, Jr., second ward;
C. H. Landry, fourth ward; L. W.
Armitage, fifth ward; Leon Newman,
sixth ward; C. N. Gautreau, seventh
ward. Absent-Z. J. Causey, eighth
ward.

The minutes of the last preceding
meeting, as well of all recent spccal
meetings, were read.

Mr. Gautreau moved that the min-
utes of the Upecial meeting of June
17, 1914, relative to the appropria.
tion of $500 to the South Louisiana
Fair Association, be amended to
read as follows:

"Mr. Ourso offered the following
resolution:

'.Be it resolved, that the police
jury of the parish of Ascension does
hereby pledge and assure to the
S6Juth Louisiana Fair Association an
appropriation for the fiscal year 1914.
1915 of the sum of five hundred dol-
lars.

"The resolution was seconded by
Mr. Newman, and roll-call resulted in
the following vote: Yeas-Netter,
Ourso, Armitage, Newman; nays-
Spahr, Gautreau, Causey; absent-
Landry: The resolution receiving
but four votes, less than a constitu-
tional majority of the jury as re-
quired for the passage of approprla-
tion bills, was declared lost by the
chair.

"A further discussion of the mat-
ter then ensued, whereupon Mr.
Newman changed his vote from yea
to nay, and moved that Ome vote by
which this. resolution was lost he re-
considered. The motion was adopt-
e4d, and Mr. Newman then offered
the following resolution:

"Be it resolved, that the police
jury of the parish of Ascension does
Thereby pledge and assure to the
South Louisiana Fair Association an
appropriation for the fiscal year 1914-
1915 of the sum of five hundred dol-
lars.

"The resolution was seconded by
Mr. Ourso, and on roll-call adopted
by the following vote: Yeas-Net-
ter, Spahr, Ourso, Armitage, New-
man, Causey, 6; nays-Gautreau, 1;
absent-Landry."

The minutes being thus amended,
c ,R .au-sudsredl that e.. irk

stes of said meeting, and other spe-
cial meetings, be approved and sign-
ed, which motion was adopted.

The following petition and commu-
nication were read:

Gonzales, La., May 25, 1914.
Ti'e Honorable Police Jury of the

Parish-of- Ascension, -Donaidsoi-
ville, La.

Gentlemen:-We, the undersigned
resident taxpayers within the boun-
daries of the New River Drainage
District, do hereby petition your hon-
orable body to appoint M. G. Sevarjo,
of Acy, to be a member on the board
,'f commissioners of the said New
(River Drainage District, vice C. D.
Gondran, deceased.

Respectfully submitted,
Acres Assmt.

Frank LeBlane * 17.13 $ 230
J. T. Gautreau l.. 26. 180
Arthur Lanoux .. .. 40. 310
V. A. Gautreau .. ., 62.63 350
Felix J. Lambert . 12.67 90
Alces Poche .. .. 280
Armond Mire .. .... 148.13 970
Mandes Boudreau 1(49.72 1390
Rosemand V. Gautreau 52. 370
E. D. Smith .. ... .. 100.81 870
J. D. Elliser .. .. .. 36. 290
A. I. Picard .. .. .. 163.04 1080
Pa mlinaire Gautreau *~ 54. 80
Edward Elliser .. .,
Sam LeBlane . * .. *. 22.83 180
Melfor Elliser . .. 64.41 470
P. P. Painter, Sr. , 247.31 1450
Joe LeBlane.
Alexis R. Landry .. 63.61 600
P. P. Painter, Jr.
C. S. McFarland ,. . 40. 270
Joseph Lanoux .. .. 67.54 450
Simon Landry ., 24. 180
Christophe Braud ., 20. 160
Joseph Blauion .. .. 28. 220
Alces Braud .. .. 30. 230
Edmond Blauion . 19. 170
Alcide Lanaux .. 23. 210
Morris Lanaux . 15. 160
MEll5 L. Lanaux ,.. 28. 210

Jos. Bayham .. 20. 190
Donaldsonville, La., July 8, 1914.1, A. A. Kling, do certify that the

assessed valuation opposite each
name in the foregoing petition is
correct as compared with the assess-ment roll of 1913. A. A. KLING,

Assessor, Parish of Ascension.
Parish of Ascension, July 8, 1914.

To the President and Members of
the Police Jury of the Parish of
Ascension:

We, the undersigned partnershipof Gailey & Clark, composed of Burt
Clark and A. J. Gailey, domiciled
and doing business in the paris'h ofRapides, Louisiana, and assignees
of the road contract entered intoby and between the police jury of
the parish of Ascension and F. F.Rogers, do hereby agree to and con-
sent that .the police jury of said

parish of Ascension sell the bondISSue of t!he First Road District of
this parish amounting to the sum of$35,000, bearing interest at the rateof five per cent per annum and dat-
4d June 1, 1914, to the Calcasieu'Trust and Savings fank of Lake
Charles, Louisiana, at par with ac-trued interests.

Respectfully submitted,
GAILEY & CLARK,

BURT CLARK,
A. J. GAILEY.

The election of clerk of the policeared and parish treasurer being de-
at in order, Mr. Gautreau movedta e C. Weber, the incumbent,

be re-elected for another term of two
Yars. The nomination was second-

ed by Mr. Ourso and Mr. Newman.
o other names being presented, the

nominations were closed and roll-call
ordered, on Mr. Gautreau's motion,
resulting as follows: For Mr. Web-
er: Spahr, Ourso, Netter, Landry,
Newman, Gautreau, 6; nays-0; vot-
ing blank-Armitage, 1; absent-Cau-
sqy. Mr. Weber having received a
majority of the votes of the police
jury, was declared by President Net-
ter to be elected clerk of the police
jury and parish treasurer of the par-
ish of Ascension for a term of two
years.

Mr. Weber thanked the jury for
their endorsement of his administra-
tion of the office, and pledged him-
.elf to render the parish during the
incumbency of his office his very
best services.

Mr. Gnutreau offered the following
ordinance, which was read:
An ordinance amending paragraphs

six, seven, eight and nine of sec-
tion 3 of the road ordinance of
the parish of Ascension, adopted
July 9, 1913, entitled, "An ordi-
nance to provide for the mainte-
nance, repair and drainage of
the public roads of the parish of
Ascension, creation of road dis-
tricts, and to levy, collect and
enforce payment of the per ca-
pita and license taxes for said
purposes."

Sec. 1. Be it ordained by the po-
lice jury of the parish of Ascension,
state of Louisiana, that paragraphs
six, seven, eight and nine of sec-
tion 3 of the road ordinance adopted
July 9, 1913, he amended and re-en-
acted to read as follows:

That the police jury shall, in or-
dy to get a correct and full list of
all vehicles liable to such license
and ascertain all persons liable to
the per capita tax imposed by this
ordinance, employ a competent per-
son in each police -jury ward, which
appointment of said person shall be
made by the member of the Police
jury for the ward In which the same
is made, whose duty it shall be to
make a complete list and enumera-
tion of all vehicles and persons in
their respective districts subject -to
said annual license and per capita
tax. That the said lists and enti-
meration shall be filed in the office
of the clerk of the police jury on or
before the first day of September,
1913, and each -and every year there-
after at the same time, and the said
enumerator so appointed shall be ex-

,,,ifio collector of the said license
and vehicle tk44e and Mal eoMleet
as fast as possible from each owner
or owners of vehicles used on the
public roads of this parish, and all
persons subject to a per capita tax,
the annual license and per capita
tax herein levied and imposed; that
the -aid enumerate-and collector-
shall render to the police jury a
statement of all vehicle and per capi-
ta taxes collected not less than once
each month; that the said collector
shall settle said annual license arid
per capita tax with the parish treas-
urer not less than once each month,
except the collectors of the seventh
and eighth wards, who shall make
t heir statements and settlements dl-
root with the proper officers of the
third and fourth district road boards.

That said persons appointed by the
police jury shall receive, as compen-
saition for the performance of the
duties of enumerator and collector,
such compensation as may be fixed
by the police jury, which said com-
pensation shall not exceed the sum
of twenty per cent on the amount
enumerated and actually collected and
turned over to the proper officer of
the police jury and third and fourth
road boards.

Sec. 2. Be it further ordained,
etc., that all laws or parts of laws
in conflict herewith be and the
same are hereby repealed.

On motion of Mr. Gautreau, sec-
onded by Mr. Spahr, the ordinance
was adopted by the following vote:
Y'eas--Spahr, Ourso, Netter, Landry,
Armitage, Newman, Gautreau; nays-
0; absent-Causey.

Mr. Causey, member of the jury,
now entered the room and requested
that he be recorded as present.

Mr. Qurso offered the following
resolution:

Be it resolved, that the ordinance
of this police jury adopted at the
special meeting of June 17, 1914,
creating a syndic in the fifth ward
of the parish add designating the
stable quarter of the Riverton plan-
tation as the syndic quarters and A.
Himel as syndic therefor, be and
the same is hereby repealed.

The. resolution was seconded by
Mr. Landry, and on roll-call adopt-
ed by the following vote: Yeas-
Spahr, Ourso, Netter, Landry, New-
man, Gautreau, Ca~usey; nays--Armi-
tage.

Sheriff E. C. Hanson having sub-
mitted to the police jury the follow-
ing statement of taxes for the year
1913:

Deduction List on Parish Taxes of 1913
Errors, insolvencies and no property Cr.

found ........................... $ 36 261
Double assessments.................... 20 36
Taxes on property sold to state and

continued on roll: Year 1913 $35.-
24; year 1912, 155.69........ ......... 9092

Total credits....................... $ 147 54
Taxes in litigation....................... 93

Total deductions ................. 147
Taxes collected and paid into parish

treasury, less comr........ ....... 37,202 99

Total .............................. $37,353 46
Dr.

Amount charged on tax roll ........... $37,345 20
Amt. supplemented on tax roll ....... 8 24
Overpaid into parish treasury... 02

Total............ ........... $37,353 46
I hereby certify that the above and foregoing

is a true and correct list of parish taxes due and
collected on the tax toll ef 3913; that. the
amounts claimed by me as deductions for said
year are correct, and that I have ex ansted all
legal remedies required by the laws of the state
to collect the same. EAC. HANSON.

Tax Collector. Parish of Ascension.
Sworn to and subsdribed before me this 8th

day of July, 1914. J. PD. FERNANDEZ,
deputy Clerk of Court.

* Mr. Newman offered the following
resolution:

Whereas, E. C. Hanson, sheriff a d
tax collector of the pa rihh of As-
cension, has exhibited to the police
jury of the parish of Ascension thf
receipts of the parish treasurer in
full for the payment of the parish
taxes for the year 1913. and also his
credit delinquent list for said year
it is therefore ordered that the
police jury of the parish of Ascensior
do hereby issue in favor of said E. C
Hanson a quietus against any claim
on the part of the parish for the
taxes of the year 1913.

The resolution was seconded by
Mr. Landry, and on roll-call adopt-
ed by a vote of S yeas and no nays.

The parish treasurer submitted his
annual report, which, on motion of
Mr. Newman, seconded by Mr. Armi-
tage, was ordered read, received and
adopted.

Mr. Gautreau offered the following
ordinance:

Be it ordained by the police jury
of the parish of Ascension, that pur-
suant to and in accordance with the
prayer of the petition filed with this
body, signed by more than twenty-
five property owners of the New Riv-
er Drainage District of the parish of
Ascension, Louisiana, duly attested
and certified by the assessor of the
.parish, M. G. Sevario be and he is
'herejby appointed a member of the
board of commissioners of the New
River Drainage District of the par-
ish, for the unexpired term of C. D.
Gondran, deceased.

T'he ordinance was seconded by
Mr. Newman, and on roll-call adopt-
ed by a vote of 8 yeas and no nays.

Mr. Gautreau offered the following
ordinance:
An ordinance declaring quarantine

against the roaming and driv-
ing of cattle on the public high-
ways of wards seven and eight
of the parish of Ascension and
proyiding penalties for the vio-
lation thereof; and providing for
the appointment of guards and
fixing their compensation.

Sec. 1. Be it ordained by the po-
lice jury of the parish of Ascension,
that a strict quarantine is hereby es-
tablished in wards seven and eight
of the parish of Ascension against
the roaming or driving of cattle on
the public highways of said wards
,during the entire period of the ex-
isting contagious disease known as
charbon.

Sec. 2. Be it further ordained,
etc., that any person or persons
violating the provisions of this ordi-
nance shall be fined not less than
twenty-five dollars or be imprisoned
not more than ten days at the dis-
cretion of the court.

Sec. 3. Be it further ordained,
etc., that each and every member
of the police jury of. this parish is
h+reby , authorizei. . to-' -eanriio* .t*a
quarantine guard where charbon ex-
ists, and to pay said guard not more
Than one dollar and fifty cents per I
day,

The ordinance was seconded bh
Mr. Causey, and on roll-call adopted
by a vote-of& 8yeas and no-nays.

Mr. Newman moved that the bud-
get as .published be amended by plac-
ing the item of public schools there-
on at4 4 % mills on the total of the
parish assessment for the year 1914,
being approximately the sum of
M1 6000

The motion was seconded by Mr.
Causey, and on roll-call adopted by
a vote of 8 yeas and no nays, and
the budget ordered so amended.

Mr. Spahr moved that the budget
as published be amended by placing
thereon the items of "Interest on
bills payable, $450," and "Elections,
$750."

The motion was seconded by AMr.
Ourso, and on roll-call adopted by a
vote of 8 yeas and no nays, and the
budget ordered so amended.

The following ordinance was read:
Be it ordained by the police jury

of the parish of Ascension, that the
following budget of expenditures for
the parish of Ascension for the fiscal
year 1914-1915, as prepared by the
finance committee of the police jury,
and published fully thirty days in
the official journal of said parish,
and as this day amended, be and
the same is hereby ratified, approved
and adopted:
Assessor.. . ........................ ..... $ 1,350
District attorney.......................... 750
Clerk of police jury and treasurer........- 900Coroner and jail physician......... . ..... 600
Sheriff's contract.......................... 2,700constables........... ..................... 800
Justices of the peace...................... 720
Grand jurors............................... 25)
Police jurors.... .................
Petit jurors.............................. 600
C'oroner's jurors........................... 104,
Witnesses.... ......................... 400
Transportation........... 5............. )5
Janitor ............. 3)1.................. 5
Parish printer......................... 4)40
Certificates of indebtedness............... 3500
Second road district.................... 1.214)
Third road district.. ..................... 1,545
Fourth road district.................... 1.300
Board of health ........................... 250
Public schools ........ .................... 16,044)
Normal School student .. ............ ... 105
Donaldsonville Fire Dlepartment ......... 300
Eye, Ear, Nose and Throat Hospital ..... 114
Donaldsonville-Darrow ferry.............. 300
Court stenographer ....................... 300
Demonstration farm ...................... 270Contingent..... ........... ... ........... 2,4)0
certificates of indebtedness for note ('anal

Batik & Trust Co.. and interest....... 4.450)
Elections ............................. 75N)

Total....... ......................... $ 43,155
Estimated Revenues:

Seven and five-sixteenths (7 5-161 mills
on the dollar tax. on assessment of
$3,866,170 for year 1914, for the pur-
pose of paying all statutory and or-
dinary charges of the parish, in-
cluding therein 41 mills for public
schools.... . . ......... $ 28,271 37

One (1) mill on the dollar tax, on as-
sessment of $3,866,170 for year 1914,
to pay principal and interest on
certificates of indebtedness issued
to ('anal Bank & Trust Co.. New
Orleans, in settlement of outstand-
ing indebtedness of $16,000......... 3,866 17

Fifteen-sixteenths (15-16) of one mill on
the dollar tax, on assessment of
$3,866,170 for the year 1914, after
making provision for the payment.of all statutory and ordinary
charges of the parish, for the pay-
ment of certificates of indebtedness
of First Road District of parish of
Ascension. ..... ............. 3,624 53

Parish licenses for 1915 testimated).... 7,048 93
Ferries and bridge ................... 344 00

Total...........................$43,155 00
Mr. Ourso moved the ordinance be

adopted, which motion, was seconded
by Mr. Landry, and on roll-call
adopted by the following vote: Yeah
-Spahr, Ourso, Netter,' Landry, Ar-
mitage, Newman, Gautreau, Causey;
nays-0.

The following ordinance was read:
Sec. 1. Be it ordained by the po-

Ilie jury of the parish of Ascension
thatt for the year 1914 there is here
h< 1eviid a tax amounting in the ag
're gate to nine and one-quartel
(Vi) mills on the dollar on the as
sussed valuation of all property, mov
able and immnovable, within the par
ish oi Ascension, except such as is
'soanpted from taxation by the con

stitution of this state, as per the as
sessor's' rolls for the year 1914, de
posited in the recorder's office oi
the parish of Ascension.

Sec. 2. Be it further ordained.
etc., that the sums contained and ini
cluded in the budget of expenditures
adopted at a meeting of the PolicE
jury held this day, or as much there
of as may be necessary, be and the
same are hereby appropriated out o1
the moneys in the parish treasury
derived from thyannual tax provid-
ed by the first section of this ordi-
nance for the purposes stated in
said budget for the fiscal year 1914-
1915, as per estimate exhibiting the
various items of expenditure of the
parish, which was published in the
Donaldsonville Chief, the official
journal of the parish, fully thirty
days prior to the meeting of July 8,
1914, at which meeting said budget
w as amended, approved, ratified and
adopted.

Mr. Landry moved that the ordi-
nance be adopted, which motion was
seconded by Mr. Npwman, and on
roll-call adopted by the following
vote: Yeas-Spahr, Ourso, Netter,
Landry, Armitage, Newman, Gau-
treau, Causey; nays-0.

The following ordinance was read:
Whereas, the parish of Ascension

is indebted in the sum of $16,000 for
the unpaid balance due by it for past
years; and whereas, it is impossible
for it to pay its indebtedness out of
thet revenues for the year 1914; and
whereas, in order to meet its said
obligation, it has to fund said inl-
dubtedness out of the excess reve-
nues above all statutory charges for
the years 1914, 1915, 1916 and 1917,
and issue certificates of indebted-
ness in denominations of $1000 each;
therefore

Be it ordained by the police jury
of the parish of Ascension, that in
order to meet its indebtedness for
past years, it has taken advantage of
the provisions of Act No. 32 of the
general assembly of the state of Lou-
isiana for the year 1902, to fund said
indebtedness of $16,000 out of the ex-
,cess revenues for the years 1914,
1915, 1916, and 1917, above all sta-
tutory charges for said years, and
to issue certificates of indebtedness
therefor in denominations of $1000,
four of said certificates being made
payable annually on or before Feb-
ruary 10, 1915, 1916; 1917. and 1918,
and bearing interest at the rate of
five per cent- pjr annum, payable an-
nually. Said4eertificates to be is-
sued by the president of the police
jury and countersigned by the sec-
retary thereof.

Be it further ordained, etc., that
one mill on the dollar or as much
thereof as is necessary to meet the
palgment of the certificates and
the interest due annually, be and is
hereby set aside and levied for the
years 1914, 1915, 1916 and 1917, out
-of the general parish tax levied for
said years.

Be it further ordained, etc., that
the police jury shall budget said
sums annually . for said years to
meet the payment of said certifi-
cates and the interest thereon. -

Mr. Newman moved that the ordi-
nance be adopted, which motion was
seconded by Mr. Landry, and on
roll-call adopted by the following
vote: Yeas---Spahr, Ourso, Netter,
Landry, Armitage, . Newman, Gau-
treau, Causey; nays-0.

Mr. Newman offered the following
resolution:

Be it resolved, that the sum of
$1500 be and the same is hereby ap-
propriated to the school board of the
Parish of Ascension, the same to be
advanced at the present time to said
school board and to be charged to
the public school appropriation for
this fiscal year of 1914-1915.

The resolution was seconded by
Mr. Causey, and on roll-call adopted
by a vote of 8 yeas and no nays.

Mr. Landry offered the following
resolution:

Whereas, Messrs. Galley & Clark,
a partnership composed of A. J.
Gailey and Burt Clark, domiciled and
doing business in the parish of
Rapides, state of Louisiana, contrac-
tors, and assignees of the contract
entered into by and between the po-
lice jury of the parish of Ascension
and Frederick F. Rogers, for the con-
struction of twenty-one miles of
gravel roads in the First Road Dis-
trict of the parish of Ascension, and
by virtue of which contract the said
contractors were to be paid for said
work in bonds of the First Road Dis-
trict of the parish of Ascension, a
series of $35,000, said bonds being
dated June 1, 1914, and bearing in-
terest at the rate of five per cent
per annum. payable semi-annually,
and which bonds run serially for a
period of twenty years, maturing as
follows:
'Nos. 1 and 2-. .... June 1, 1915
Nos. 3 and 4,......June 1, 1916
Nos. 5 and 6-. June 1, 917
Nos. 7 to 9,......June 1, 1918
Nos. 10 to 12,......June 1, 1919
Nos. 13 to 15,......June 1, 1920
Nos. 16 to 18-......June 1, 1921
Nos, 19 to 21-,......June 1, 1922
Nos. 22 to 24,.......June 1, 1923
Nos, 25 to 27-......June 1, 1924
Nos. 28 to 30-......June 1, 1925
Nos. 31 to- 34-......June 1, 1926
Nos. 35 to 38-......June 1, 1927
Nos. 39 to 42,....'..June 1, 1928
Nos. 43 to 46,......June 1, 1929
Nos. 47 to 50.-.....June 1, 1930
Nos. 51 to 55,.......June 1, 1931
Nos. 56 to 60.......June 1, 1932
Nos, 61 to 65,......June 1, 1933
Nos. 66 to 70,......June 1, 1934
and are in denominations of five
hundred ($500) dollars, each, they
have this day by virtue of their writ-
ten consent dated July 8, 1914, con-
sented that this police jury sell said
described bond issue to the Calca-
sieu Trust & Savings- Bank, of Lake
Charles, La.,, for cash at Dar and

Continled on Page four.)

VIOLATIONS OF BANKING LAWS CHARGED.
'eEult of Investigation Into Affairs of People's Bank by State Examin-

ing Department-Condition of Institution Very Unsatisfaotory Dur-
ing Several Months Past.

The result of the investigation in-
t~o the affairs of the People's. Bank
of Donaldsonville, which cilosed its
doors on the 14th inst., is thus set
forth in official reports to Attorney
General Pleasant from State Bank
Examiner WV. L. Young and his as-
sistant, Henry N. Thompson:

Donaldsonville, La., July 16, 1914.
Hon; R. G. Pleasant, Attorney Gen-

eral, New Orleans, La.:
Dear Sir:-In the afternoon of the

14th inst., I received-a telegram from
.Mr. J. A. Dalferes, president of the
People's Bank of Donaldsonville, ad-
vising me that its board of directors
had ordered the doors of the bank
closed.

Mr. Henry N. Thompson, assistant
state bank examiner, being at work
in this vicinity, was immediately
directed to go to Donaldsonville and
take charge of the affairs of the Peo-
ple'4 Bank. He arrived here and as-
sumed charge on the evening of the
14t.h inst., and I joined him the fol-
lowing morning.

Upon an investigation into the af-
fairs of the bank by this department
it was determined that the bank was
in an unsound and failing condition,
and, after having made the proper
demand upon its representatives to
relieve the unsound condition, and
upon their failing to comply with
such demand, I took possession of
the books, papers and effects of the
bank for the purpose of liquidation
under the terms of Act 300 of 1910.

My investigation has disclosed the
fact that the bank's condition has
been very unsatisfactory during sev-
eral months past; its cash reserve,
according to its books, has been be-
low the legal requirement since May
5 of this year. The shortage in re-
serve has been ranging in amounts
up to $20,000. Section 15 of Act 179
of 1902 requires that if 'at any time
the lawful money reserve of anY
state bank shall fall below the legal
proportion of aggregate deposits pre-
scribed by law and shall remain so
for a period of ten days, it shall then
be the duty of the president of the
bank to notify the state bank ex-
aminer within twenty-four !hours of
the end of such ten days shortage;
any bank failing to comply with this
requirement shall forfeit the sum of
ten dollars per day for each day in
which said banking association Whali
be in default.

The bank examiner's office has re-
ceived no notice from the president
of this bank relative to its impair-
ment of reserve, which, according to
its books, has existed since the 5th
of May, 1914.

I find that this bank has failed to
render to the office of the state
bank examiner its statement in re-

'Sponse to a called for report of the
condition of business at the close
of business June 30, 1914, issued
from this office, although several
days ago, in response to a telegram
from this office, it was advised that
the report was being mailed. The
Donaldsonville Chief, a newspaper
published in the town of Donaldson-
villle, in its issue of July 11 contain-
ed a statement purporting to be
the quarterly statement of tihe Peo-
ple's Bank of Donaldsonville, furnish-
ed to the state examiner of state
banks at the close of business June
30, 1914. The clipping of said state-
ment is enclosed herewith for your
inspection.

This statement as published ap-
pears to have been sworn to by J.
A.. Dalferes, president, and W. J.
LeBlanc, cashier, respectively, of the
bank, the affidavit being taken be-
fore Mr. B. J. Vega, notary public.
Mr. Vega, upon being questioned by
me, asserted positively that he did
not administer any such oath to
these gentlemen relative to said
statement.

This published statement appears
to be false in many respects when
it is compared with a statement ta-
ken from the books of the bank at
the close of business on June 30,
1914. The published statement
shows:
Demand loans .. .. .. .. $ 4,544.13
Mortgage loans .. ..... 55,852.71
Other loans and discounts 116,223.77
thus making an aggregate of. $176,-
620.61; the books of the bank show
total loans of $176,730.61, making a
decrease of $110.00.

The published statement indicates
overdrafts of $2,766.16, while the
books of the bank show overdrafts
of $3,090.08, thus showing a decrease
of $323.92.

The published statement indicates
"due from other banks and bankers"
$6,080.68, while the books show an
overdraft in this account of $1,897.21,
thus showing an inflation of $7,977.89
in this account.

The published statement indicates,
under the head of "Checks and other
cash items," $996.74, vyhile the books
show under this item $1,362.30, thus
showing an increase of $365.66.

The published statement indicates
that the bank had in silver, nickle
and copper $3,898.21, while the books
show $3,591.18, thus showing an in-
flation of $307.03.

The published statement indicates
that the bank 'had on hand in cur-
rency $3,285.00, while its books show
the anmount of currency to have been
$2,906, showing an inflation in its
currency of $279.00.

The published statement indicates
the individual deposit account to be
$107,922.87, while the books show
$107,516.49, thus showing an inflation
of $406.30.

The published statement shows
saving deposits to be $77,504.80,
while the books show $77,549.80,
thus showing a decrease of $45.

I submit that these facts indicate
that this statement was false and
made and publishled with intent to
deceive, in violation of section 9 of
Act 193 of 1910. In this connection
I think ft. pertnent. to state that a

report was made, by me to your of-
fice on Oct. 18, 1913, concerning the
findings of this department relative
to the latest prior examination made
of this bank. In the report of Oct.1 8, 1913, there was. enclosed to you
a certified copy of the statement of
the People's Bank of Donaldsonville
as rendered to this office in response
to a called for report of the condi-
tion at the close of business on Sept.
10, 1913, together with a newspaper
clipping evidencing its publication.
Many discrepancies between the pub-
lished statement and the statement
as shown by the books of the bank
on that day were pointed out to you
in my report of that date.

On October 24, 1913, 1 visited the
People's Bank of Donaldsonville;
convened a meeting of its board of
directors; went into this matter in
detail and advised them that the
matter had been reported to the at-
torney general.

The books of the bank show on
July 1, bills payable was credited
with $10,000 and the New Orleans
correspondent of this ;bank was debit-
ed with a like amount. Later on,
J uly 10, a cross entry was made by
which bills payable was debited with
$10,000 and the same amount credit-
ed back to the New Orleans corre-
spondent. When asked to explain
this cross entry, the cashier, Mr.
LeBlanc, was unable to furnish the
advise of credit from this New Orle-
ans correspondent and on being fur-
ther questioned stated that the loan
was in fact never effected. I sub-
mit that such an entry on the part
of any officer or employe of the
bank is in violation of section 9 of
Act 193 of 1910.

An examination of the minutes of
the directors' meetings fails to shotr
that, the directors) of this bank have
complied with the provisions of sec-
tion 11 of Act 193 of 1910, which re-
quires that the directors of every
state bank, twice a year at intervals
of six months, shall examine or cause
a committee of its members to inves-
tigate fully into the books, business,
papers and affairs of the bank, Pay-
ing particular attention to the loans,
discounts and investments with the
special view of ascertaining the value
thereof. It is required that this
committee shall render a sworn writ-
ten report within- ten days after its
completion and a report of the same
shall be made n the minutes of the
meeting of iviw h the report is re-
ceived,

On April 16, 1914, there appeared
what purports to be a report of such
a committee, dated Feb. 26, 1914,
but the report is not full and com-
plete so as to comply with the law,
neiteir-is- it signed-or _sworn to by
anyone. There appears no record of
any subsequent meeting held -during
this year until July 14, 1914, when
a special called meeting was held,
which meeting ordered a suspension
of the bank. Section 25 of Act 179
of 1902 provides that the board of di-
rectors of every state banking in-
stitution shall meet at least once in
each month.

The People's Bank of Donaldson-
ville is located in the town of Don-
aldsonville, in the parish of Ascen-
sion.

Its officers and directors are as
follows: J; A. Dalferes, president;
W. J, LeBlanc, cashier; J. C. Bouche-
reau, assistant cashier. Directors-
J. A. Dalferes, Adolphe Netter, L.
W. Armitage, D. D. Dalferes, F. L.
Trepagnier, J. P. Armitage, Elmer
Hunt, Henry C. Braud, C. D. Gon-
dran, E. K. Sims, B. A. Colomb and
W. J. LeBlanc.

Wherefore, acting in accordance
with the provisions of section 13 of
Act 193 of 1910, I beg to submit the
above facts to you in writing so that
you may direct the proper district
attorney to take whatever action
you deem proper in the premises.

Yours respectfully,
WM. L" YOUNG,

State Examiner of State Banks.

Donaldsonville, La., July 18, 1914.
Hon. R. G. Pleasant, Attorney Gen-

eral, New Orleans, La.
Dear Sir:-Mr. Young having been

called away from his investigation
into the affairs of the People's Bank
of Donaldsonville, La., a report of
which was submitted to you by him
on the 16th inst., and having in-
structed me to complete the investi-
gation, I desire to supplement his
report with a statement of the re-
sult of my investigation since his
departure, in accordance with his in-
structions.

Upon questioning Mr. LeBlanc, the
cashier of the bank, relative to cer-
tain items which appeared to have
been collected by the bank, but. not
remitted for, I found 'that these
drafts are as follows:

Sight draft with bill of lading at-
tached drawn by Geo.P. Plant Mill-
ing Company on the Lafourche Mer-
cantile Company of this city, for the
sum of $351.75, and paid by said La-
fourche Mercantile Company by
check on the People's Bank of Don-
aldsonville on July 3, 1914.

Sight draft with bill of lading at-
tached drawn by Geo. P. Plant Mill-
ing Company on the Lafourche Mer-
cantile Company of this city, for the
sum of $804.50, and paid by said La-
fourche Mercantile Company by
cheek on the People's Bank of Don-
aldsonville on July 6, 1914. The
check representing this amount, how-
ever, was found by me in the Jbank
and had never been charged to the
account of the drawer nor carried
as a cash item or asset of the bank.
Upon questioning Mr. LeBlanc this
said check was said to cover Chis
sight draft and bill of lading.

Sight draft with bill of lading at-
tached drawn by Geo. P. Plant Mill-
ing Company on the Lafourche Mer-
cantile Company of 'this city, for
the sum of $739.25, and paid by said

A New Era In Ascension.
President E. P. Brady of the Al-

luvial Land Purchase Company, than
whom no citizen of Louisiana is do-
ing more effective work to bring
about a full realization of the state's
manifest destiny of power and
wealth, sounds the following opti-
mistic note in the course of his
latest letter to clients of his com-
pany:

"The spirit of progress is awaken-
ing now in the good old parish of
Ascension. A, year or two ago there
was nothing but sugar cane, sugar
planters and common laborers. A
new. era is dawning; a new light
has come over Ascension parish.
We hear today of the small farm.
ers-the men who are cultivating
five to ten acres, raising truck,
chickens and the many things that
go to make a living. Mr. Sugar
Planter is becoming a back number-
he is trying to learn how to raise
truck and cattle himself. This means
a new period of prosperity for As-
cension. Five years from now As-
cension should be the richest see-
tion in Louisiana, and our little
town of St. Elmo will be right in
the middle of this prosperity."

A stubborn fight is being made in
the United States senate against the
confirmation of two of President IVil-
son's nominees for members of the
Federal Reserve Board, Thos. D..
Jones' of Chicago and Paul M. War-
burg of New York. The opposition
-of Mr. Jones is based on the fact
that he is a director of the Inter-
national Harvester Company, which
is being prosecuted under the Sher-
man anti-trust act, while Mr. War-
burg is opposed because he has de-
clined to appear before the banking
and currency committee and give in-
formation concerning his business
and financial connections.

Lafourchd Mercantile Company by
check on the People's Bank of Don-
aldsonville on July 13, 1914.
Sight draft with bill of lading at-
tached drawn by Arkadelphia Milling
Company 'through the Exchange Na-
tional Bank .of Little Rock, Ark., on
the Lafourche Mercantile Company of
this city, for the sum of $480, which
was paid by check on the People's
Bank of Donaldsonville, July 13, 1914.

The last two items were paid by
one check for $1219.25, which check
was found by me in the bank not
charged to the drawer's account or
carried as a cash item or asset of
the bank.

Sight draft with bill of lading at-
tached drawn by Quaker Oats Com-
pany of Chicago, Ill., on the La-
fourche Mercantile Company of this.
city, and paid by them with check o
the People's Bank of Donaldsonville
on- July 8, 1914, said check being for
$569.11, covering said draft of like
amount.

Sight draft with bill of lad-
ing attached of H. S. Antrim &
Co., drawn through the National
Bank of Commerce, St. Louis, on
the Lafourche Mercantile Company of
this city, for the sum of $499.85, and
paid by said Lafourche Mercantile
Company June 26, 1914, by check on
the People's Bank of Donaldsonville.

Sight 'draft with bill of lading at-
tached of H. S. Antrim & Co., drawn
through the National Bank of Com-
merce, St. Louis, on the Lafourche
Mercantile Company of this city,
for the sum of $586.80, and paid by
them on June 29, 1914, by check on
the People's Bank of Donaldsonville.

Sight draft with bill of lading at-
tached drawn on Elias A. Rossi by
Moshy Bros., of New York, for the
sum of $150.24, which draft was O.
K.'d by the endorsement of the
drawee as a check against his ac-
3ount. This check was stamped paid
by the People's Bank on July 7, 1914,
but was never charged against the
dra'wee's account, nor was it car.
.led as a cash item or asset of the
bank.

I submit that the above transac-
tions are apparently violations of
paragraph 3, section 9, of Act No.
193 of 1910.

I further find that on April 17,
1914, the cashier, Mr. W. J. Le-
Blanc, issued a draft on the Metro-
politan Bank of New Orleans In fa-
vor of E. J. Rodrigue for $2000, with-
)ut any apparent consideration there-
for. Mr. LeBlanc stated that he had
received for this draft a check on
his bank for the sum of $2000 drawn by
T. Rodrigue in favor of E.J. Rodrigue,
and exhibited to me such a check
and exhibitdd tr me sch a check
which he was carrying in his pocket.
This check is dated March 16, 1914,
and does not bear the endorsement
of the payee, and as a matter of fact
Mr. T. Rodrigue's checking account,
as shown by the books of the bank,
was closed on Jan. 31, 1914, and his
savings account, as shown also by
the books of the bank, appears to
be overdrawn to the amount of $249.-
49 on March 16, 1914. Mr. T. Ro-
drigue made no further deposits, and
his savings account on July 14, 1914,
on which date the bank closed Its
doors, shows an overdraft of $949.04.
Mr. LeBlanc further stated that he
was carrying the above check as a
cash item, but upon taking Posses-
sion of the assets of the bank I
made a demand upon the cashier,
Mr. LeBlanc, for his cash and cash
i'tems, which he turned over to me,
but which did not include the check
r'eferred to, said check as above
stated only having been turned over
to me by Mr. LeBlanc upon his be-
ing questioned by me relative to the
consideration given for the draft
above referred to. I also find that
Mr. T. Rodrigue'a accounts were
never charged for the amount of
said check.

I submit that this is an apparent
violation of section 27 of the Re-
vised Statutes.

Wherefor acting in accordance
with the provisions of section 13
of Act No. 193 of 1910, I beg to sub-
mit the above faets to you in writ-
ing so that; you may direct the prop-
er district attorney to take what-
ever action you may deem proper Iin
thq premises, Yours respectfuliy,

HENRY N. THOMPSON,
Assistant State Examiner of State

Balnks,


