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FOUR YEARS OF COMMISSION GOVERNMENT
Substantial Prcgress Recorded Under New Form of Muni-
# cipal Administration, Despite Adverse Conditions.

Affairs of City Placed on Business-Like Basis-Re-
ports of Mayor and Auditor Show Splendid Results
Accomplished Toward Community Betterment.

Donaldsonville, La., June 11, CSIt.

A regular meeting of the commis-
on council was held this day at 6:30

with Commissioners Walter Le-

, C. Kline, and Frank Milano

presient.
The minutes of the regular meet:

of May 14 were read and adopted.
This being the last meeting of the

present council, Mr. Lemann present-
ed the following report embodying a
summary of the results and achieve-
ments of four years of commission ad-
ministration for the city of Donald-
sonville:

Donaldsonville, Ia., June 11. 1917.

Ti the Commission Council. City of Donald-
esnyilie :

Teda? en the eve of the termination of

lor years of commission government for

peuidsonville, it is our duty as administra-
W of the city affairs to present to the

1spayers and citizens an accounting of our

riasperiod, the conmmisoionl ha: met

egularly every month, and in order to take

up matters requiring immediate attention a

number of special sessions hale been held.

The commission form of government has

dlrec'ed the attention of the officiah charged
with the administration of municipal cove-n-

goat to the importance of maising change,.
I the. ordinances then in force. While

thirty-su ordinances have been enacted by

this administration, a number of these dealt
with the imposition of taxes and licenses, so
that the number of new laws placed upon
the statute books have been comparatively
few. A complete list of these ordinances,
properly indexed, has been prepared by the
cty auditor for future reference.

Legislation.
Takiag up the subject of new legisla-

ties, among the new ordinances passed might
be mentioned the following: Forbidding ob-
utructisn of streets and sidewalks with build-
ilgs, boxes, kegs, etc.; repealing the law
sompelling property owners to fence in their
properties, and substituting therefor an or-
dinance requiring high weeds to be kept
dewn; making more effeetive the law against
the straying at large of animals by subject-
log the owners thereof to fines in addition
is the impounding fee: forbidding the use of
wooden shingles on any buildings within the
oseporete limits; forbidding the placarding of
buildings and fences with posters; requiring
permit from the city engineer for erection
of new buildings; regulating the size of bill
boards; forbidding the discharge of fircarms
of any kind; regulating the use of the street.;

hr automobiles and other vehicles; protect-
log the owners of gardens against stepreda-
tions.

Administration.
The general appearance of the city has

been greatly improved. A number of electric
lights have been added to the street lighting
system; safety devices have been installed
in Railroad avenue, thereby minimizing the
danger from accidents. The old system of
seastrueting wooden bridges has been aban-
di and in its steed iron culverts have

ieee lattalled. After constant efforts, we
@rrhg & "in hbsittlf'The eyenofe and

menace to health conditions in Churchville,
consisting of the open barrow pits on the
right of way of the Texas & Pacific Rail-
way Company, filled in by that company.
RBssards, which formerly were found in
lorge numbers, have been practically elimin-
sted, and each year an active campaign is
made against stray dogs. The garbage is
taken up more regularly than formerly, and
at present, the garbage is being gathered
alder a contract, thereby reducing the cost

to the city, and at the same time resulting,
we believe, in more efficiency in that line.

Realizing that the deserving poor should
soeive aid directly from the city, and that
the publie in general should not be harassed
by lists asking for personal aid, the circula-
liso of these lists has been prohibited, and,

after investigation, wherever the case has
been found one where the party was deoerv-
lag and in need, help has been given.

Through the efforts of the Woman's Civic
Leegue, trees have been set out on a num-
ber of streets, and palms have been placed
at a number of the street intersections. It
sleto be hoped this can be continued this fall
salO every street in the city is lined with
toes.

Light and Water Ph;. t.
Sisee 1918 the operation and management

of the electric light and water plant has been
wader the direction of a commission of five

dtians who have been serving the city
Without compensation. While the plant, due
is extraordinary expenses and difficulties
arising from an ever nmaking bank in front
at the plant, has not been able to make the
showing it ought to have made, the erection

of the new plant has been justified by the re-
salts attained. The records will show that ,
itbannual fuel consumption has been reduced j
foom 110,000 to $2500. Since the erection
O1 the plant, the indebtedness of $50,691.08
has heen reduced to $45,528.86. With ca-
pety to provide light and water for a much
tr number, the plant can be made more

Productive by an increase in consumers.
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sower today is being supplied to a numberof shops, and both power and water arefurnished to the Newman farm on Bayou La-
fourche.

Financial Condition.
Tfhis administration found the city heavily

indebted, with obligations of various kinds
outstanding, and these obligations bearing
interest at varying amounts from five toeight per cent. Steps were promptly taken
to better this situation, *sd we were finally
able to place the entire floating indebtedness
in the shape of certificates bearing five per
cent interest payable over a period of years.ln sitent of reduced revenues wt have beena
t le withind the four years to reduce thefaating indebtedness of the city to the ex-tent of test thousand dollars, and theAonded indebtedness baa been reduced by onethousand dollars. A modern system of keep-
ing the records of the city was inaugurated
vouchers are issued for every expenditure,

Ittrid at a moment's notice a taxpayer can
acertsain the cost of every item of munici-

pal wuri. Each year the records of the city
T lves. e en audited by a certified public ac-
odutn mtt, and these hale been regularly

,otolissedo The fiscal year has been changedi. correspond with the calendar year. An-
neted to and made part hereof is a. com-
parative statement showing in detail the In-
debted eas in 1918 as comptred with 1917.

Progress,
A new wharf has been constructed to re-place the old one ordered removed by the

engineers to make way for the new line of
levee. The wharf is now operated for the
arcounit of the municipality, and with the
e :er increasing river traffic should become a
source of considerable revenue for the city.

The Vigilant Hose Company has secured
a modern motor-driven truck, and is now in
position to render quick and effective service
not only to the city, but to neighboring com-
munities in the event of disastrous fires.

On all sides, we note Increased activity
here after years of depression. More auto-
mobile garages have come into existence; a
new bank has been organized, and the de-
posits of the two institutions last fall reach-
ed fii h water mark. In the march onward.

ne must not overlook the coming to our com-
rounity of the Very Revetend Father Chan-

iton, who has in his short stay here already
malse his presence felt. A leader and a
atworker, through his efforts substantlal im-
provements have been made In the parochial
chools. The public school has become more
d a power in the community. Military coin-
aniect have been formed in connection with

both the parochial and public schools; the
Patoer company, fully equipped, is re-
y:horte.l as the best of its kind in the state.

In 1913 saw the birth of the South Louis.
sna tair. Originially comprising only three
thishes, it now Includes eleven parishes,

san( each year has seen It grow in exhibitors
and attendance. Of all the institutions which
have come to Donaldsonville in recent years,
the fair has without doubt contributed more
than aiy one thing toward upbuilding the
eountry tributary to the city, upon the pros-

perity of which this city depends. It has
rimulated production of more sand better

ceops and live stock. It has directed public
attention to the excellent central location we
have here not only for thafalr but for busi.
ness enterprises of evert idird. With gravel-
ed roads leading out ofie e ally in every
d~resttloaa..wit~h ta Lr
t'ayou Lafisurche; with Ranr d roads
shortly to be constructed i the east side of
the riser. Donaldsonville. already open to
tIe rich Bayou Lafourche territory, will soon
be iut in touch with the large and growing

itict of the parish across the river, and
this section, in turn, will be given the ad-
vancoes of schools, churches, and amuse-
ments which this centre lis to offer.

Alive to the demand being made for more
food production, owners of property within
he city limits are rapidly converting waste

places into gardens. The hope expressed by
n fousr years ago that the day might come

when sthe' city would be the home of
gcarsdens is fast being realized. As an object

smssn ia municipal garden has been started
seaxl. to the postoffice; both parochial and
ofutlre schools are engaged in the cultivation
ot g;ardens. We now have here a federal
demonstration agent to direct thls work and
as:sist the farmers generally in psroducig
mored aod better crops.

Conclusion.
I liain not close this stateient without

giving credit to rs.e efficieit and untiring
assistance given at all times to the ad-
nministration by the city auditor. A. J. Mel-
oncon, and the tax collector and chief of
'oalice, ft. E. Dill. Both of these men have
gien faithful service to the city;t through
he efforts of the one the records of the

city ltsse been carefully kept, and by the in-
tldustry of the other, taxes Paud licenses have
been hotter collected than heretofore, and the
commissioners have been through their work
greatly assisted in administering the affairs
of the city. --

We believe that Donaldsonville in adopting
the commission form for its government has
acte.1 wisely. Like her sister cities, she will
find. as officials and the public become more
familiar with its operation, that the system
fixing responsibility results in efficiency and
economsies in the administration of tounici-
tal affairs.

.Iune 14, 1917, we yield our places to our

four years for the incoming administration
uccessors. The prosetsngar fo na ettWith brighter conditions existing generallivalues have become more stable, and with increased revenues in sight. much that we ha<hoped to accomplish will be possible foahem. o'or them we bespeak the cordial support and encouragement of the public in gsnoral at all time;.

WALTER LEMANN,
Mayor, and Commissioner of Public Healtiand Safety, City of Donaldsonville.

On motion, duly seconded and car
ried, the report was received and or
dered to be spread upon the minutei
of the council and published in the
official record.

Mr. Lemann further reported thai
arrangements had been made for the
inaugural ceremony to be held or
Thursday, June 14, Flag Day, at
6 o'clock in the evening, when the
newly elected officers will be formal-
ly inducted into office.

Mr. Kline offered the following re-
port prepared by the city auditor em-
bodying a summary of the activities
of the office of accounting and finance
for the period of commission admin-
istration:

Donaldsonville, La., June 11, 1917.To the Mayor and Commission Council, Cityof Donaldsonville, Louisiana.
Gentlemen:-The close of a four-yearperiod of commission government for the

city of Donaldsonville being at hand, a re-
view of the financial activities of an ad-ministration which has been handicapped inmany ways, has had numerous and unusualproblems to solve, and obstacles to surmount,may he of interest to ourselves as well asto the citizens and taxpayers who have by>her tuffrage entrusted to our guidance thenaiministration of the city's, affairs under anew form of organization.

I therefore submit for your consideration
the following exhibits in respect to the ex-penditures incurred during the respective
fiscal periods of this administration, and thefloating and bonded indebtedness of the cityat the commencement and close of the periodof commission government, to-wit:

Exhibit "A"-Comparative statement ofexpenditures.
Exhibit "B"-Comparative statement offloating and bonded indebtedness-,
Exhibit "C"-Condition of the respectivefunds of the city at May 81, 1917.
Exhibit "A" shows a comparison of theexpenditures actually incurred by the cityduring the fiscal periods of 1913. 1914, 1915and 1916, respectively. A careful considera-

tion of the figures exhibited under the sev-eral divisions will show that marked econo-mies have been effected in various items,while an unusually high standard of excel-

EXHnBiT A"A
CCOMPARATIVE STATEMENT OF EXY sDITURwS, CITY OF DONALDSONVILLE, LA.ieparrtment ot Public Affairs, Health

..nd Safety: 191 0 114 1915 1916
.. ayor's office and incidental expenses 3 404.1d 9 .25 5 16.14 $ .90tttxctal printing, legal and elections 314.21 220.40 198.06 484.71Fire ljepL., maintenance and eqrment.. i=;9.4, 10s2.42 1160.99 762.68iolice Department, salaries............... 19i4.69 16o9.96 1059.96 1058.96Incidental expenses ................ 4.01 36.66 60.12 69.91L~elebrationa................................ 615.4,7 1017.26 1026.04
Health Department ... 49.2 189.01 710.7
i.ducation... ......... ................ 300.00 00.00 30,0 300.00Public charity..... ................... 116.19 136.92 139.74

Totals ......... .............. $ 4908.79 5 4209.568 $ 4108.04 3 3910.72

Department of Public Finance:
Collecting, accounting, and office ex..- $ 7983.28 $ 1387.24 $ 1268.70 $ 1048.03General interest ...................... 2614.63 8116.91 2786.61 2669.84Bond interest .. .............. 2800.00 2875.00 28041.03 2800.00

Totals...........$ 6E0.. .. 77.6

Department of Streets and Parks:
Maintenance of streets and bridges.. $ 1217.70 $ 716.32 $ 1476.68 $ 3064.77
Font bridge 187.83 150.17
Wharf ................................ 398.88 52.89 99.19
Street cleaning, salaries............... 1860.00 2500.86 1290.45 1482.50
Drainage ................. 1013.13 643.03 611.67
',rays cutting -.. .................... 20.60 400.00 272.90
Main4,'nahce of public buildings 186.80 184.03 1.66 8.50
Pub,! >nrks and squares............... 189.71 182.10 126.84 134.26
trcee7 iirhting and water service 3074.80 2648.68 2952.68
Lighting fire halls and Cath. church 366.95 283.76 305.67t'north sreet drainge canal............ 1741.89
1Tnela.srified expenses.................. 285.40 58.88

ita..ls ..... ................. S 7058.96 S 7107.04 S 7007.61 $ 8983.01

Grand Totals . ... . 17476.56 8 18242.86 . 17909.96 $ 19361.10

EXHIBIT "B"
COMPARATIVE STATEMENT OF FLOATING AND BONDED INDEBTEDNESS OF

CITY OF DONALDSONVILLE, LA.
1913 1917

FLOATING DEBT: Principal Interest Principal Interest
Gen. Fund overdraft, Bank of D'ville. $ 518.06 6 $ $
Gen. Fund overdraft, Peoples Bank 216.96 P
Municipal Light and Water Com. 2757.67
Burnside & D'ville Packet Co..... 900.00.
Donaldsonville Fire Department 450.00 1650.00
Accounts payable..................... 4454.32 310.60
PAVING CERTIFICATES:

Bank of Donaldsonville ............ 680.80 2.86 680.80 2.88
Ernest Langbecker.............. .. 2000.00 2000.00 291.78

NOTES:
Bank of Donaldsonville ........... 3675.13 113.76
B. Lemann & Bro................ 356.76 38.74
Ascension Coal Co................ 4167.00 127.79
Texas Oil Co..................... 8600.89 226.44
West Kentucky Coal Co........... 3060.07 93.16
South Louisiana Fair Association 1000.00
Eureka Fire Hose Mfg. Co. 455.00 84.21
Texas & Pacific Railway... 312.68 26.89

CERTIFICATES OF INDEBT'NESS:
Due in 1918.... ......... 3000.00
Due in 1919...0 ....... 3000.00
Due in 1920.... ....... 3100.00
Due in 1921.... ..... 3300.00
Due in 1922..... ... 3800.00
Due in 1928..... .... 3800.00
Due in 1924 ...... ... 3800.00
Due in 1925...... 3800.00
Due in 1926 ...... 3400.00
Due in 1927 ........................ 3400.00
Due in 1928...... 3400.00
Due in 1929...... 3500.00
hue in 1930 ..... 3500.00 535.00

Totals ............... ... $ 59857.52 $ 1002.76 8 52982.71 8 910.76
1002.76 910.76

Grand Totals...... ........ 060SC.28 $ 53893.47

BONDED DEBT:
School and waterworks bonds, 5 per c.

Due June 31, 1915 ............ $ 5000.00 S $ 4000.00 5
Due June 31, 1925....... ....... 10000.00 10000.00
Due June 31, 1935 ............... 20000.00 20000.00
Due June 31, 1945 ............... 21000.00 1166.67 21000.00 1146.84

Totals ......... .......... S 56000.00 $ 1166.67 $ 65000.00 S 1145.84

Total Indebtedness $ 118026.95 $ 110039.31

EXHIBIT '"C"
CASH RECEIPTS AND DISBURSEMENTS FOR PERIOD ENDING MAY 31, 1917.

GENERAL FUND:
Balance. December 31, 1916 ............................................ $ 2612.20

Receipts:
Taxes, 1915 ... $ 21.60
Taxes. 1916.. 1605.00-S 1626.60
Licenses, 1916 12.50
Licenses, 1917 . 7615.00.- 7627.50
Market . 500.00
Wharf . 2385.41
Rents 87.00

Fines........... 67.00
Interest on delinquent taxes 3.11
Costs on delinquent taxes 1.00
Miguel Acosta 100.00
Miscellaneous 1.26- 10248.87

Total .............................. ................ .. ... $ 12861.07
Disbursements:

Accounts payable . 968.69
Pay-rolls ---- _ ----... .----.... ..... _ . . ...... . . .. .... 2002.86
Notes payable 4286.12
Interest on notes payable .. .......................... 111.47
Payments to Municipal Light & Water Commission 640.97
B. Lemann & Bro., for supplies .. 181.46
Interest on certificates of indebtedness ... 1146.00
Certificates of Indebtedness redeemed- .................... 3000.00
License No. 738 refunded .. 10.00- 12246.51

Balance. May 31, 1917............... ........ ............. $ 614.56
BOND FUND:

Balance. December 81, 1916............... . ................ $ 3764.48
Receipts: :

Taxes, 1916.. $ 1.80
T axes. 1916 ............ .... .. ... . ....... .... ...... ....- 802.50

Interest on bank balances... 22.72- 837.58

Total . ................................ .......... S 4592.01
Disbursements:

Interest on bonds..... 30.................................. 1400.0
Bond No. 1 redeemed.................................. ...................... 1000.00- 2400.00

Balance. May 31. 1917........................................................5 2192.01

Sl knee has been maintained in all departments
Through the altruistic and public spirit o

r our splendid mayor, who deemed fit to devot
" his untiring energies and unswerving atten

I tion to the public interest for four long yeare without a cent of remuneration-.but ver
-often at his own expense and the sacrifice o
" his own interests-the first item of mayor'
office and incidental expenses has been prac
tically eliminated.

Police Department,
In the police department it will be notices

that the item of salaries has been consider
ably reduced by a reorganization of the force
and this has been accomplished without det

I riment to the service rendered toward safe
guarding the public peace and safety. I
may be said, rather, that the service has
been rendered more efficient.

Appropriations.
Liberal appropriations have been made fo:

our public fairs, public celebrations, an(
public charity during the period of commis
sion government without increasing the gen
eral total of expenditures of the departmen
of public affairs, health and safety. On thi
contrary, the total expenditures of this department have gradually decreased.

Department of Public Finance.
The items of expenditure comprised in the

department of public finance being practical.
ly of a fixed nature, it has not been possible
to show any marked reductions. Btu when it
is considered that the city's collecting and act
counting is systematically organized; that
all of its records are kept by competent of.
ficers according to modern and scientific
method,;; and that its accounts and records
have been annually audited and examined hb
reputable certified public accountants whose
reports have shown the Office to be con.
ducted in a correct and efficient manner, ii
will be conceded that this added service tc
the city without increase of expenditure will
more than compensate for any reduction
which it may not have been possible to ef"
feet.

Department of Streets and Parka.
in the department of streets and parks,

the first item, maintenance of streets and
bridges, may appear quite in excess of pre-
vious fiscal periods. However, as this item
comprises a charge of $1116.92 incurred in
January, 1916. for metal culverts used in
replacing nearly all of the wooden bridges in
the city, thereby eliminating for a number
of years to come a considerable annual
burden for renewal of wooden bridges, it
cannot be gainsaid that this increased ex-
penditure was a wise and judicious one.

A new wharf building was erected in -1914,
and paid for, at a cost of $2808.49.

All of the succeding items of expenditure
in the department of streets and parks show
effectual economies, while the physical con-
dition of the city's streete, buildings, and
properties has been maintained at a higher
standard of excellence than ever before in
the history of the city. Ordinances adopted
by the commission council for the mainte-
nance and cleanliness of streets and proper-
ies and the regulation of traffIc, coupled with

the conservative conduct of this departmen
by the commissioner in charge, have beer
conducive to the high standard achieved.

Floating and bonded lndebtednr-s..
Exhibit "B" shows that notwithstandini

adverse conditions prevailing during thi
present commission administration, a moos
chaotic condition inherited fronm previoni
administrations has been brought tr
a standard whereby the city's debt may--
by continued coirservative management--b.
gradually wiped out.

At its inception, the commission counci
found itself confronted with a floating deb
of 858,894.46, of which $54,440.14 consistet
of notes and certificates of indebtedness a0
having the samr maturity, bearing 7pe
cent and 8 per cent, and which had beer
continually renewed from year to year, witt
a consequently heavy interest burden. Not.
withstanding a continued decrease in tao
assessments, this indebtedness and interest
was gradually reduced to $48,700 in 191-
when, on December 7 of that year, the corn-
mission council availed itself of Act No. 21;
of the general assembly of Louisiana for
1914, and adopted Ordinance No. 15 C. C
series, making effective a tian formulated
by the city auditor for r efunding the in-
debtedness through a series of 5 per cent
semi-aanual interest hearing negotiable cer-
tificates of indebtedness maturing annually
in from one to fifteen years, with interest
coupons attached. A speeioi appropriation
of 2 per cent of the regular 10-mill tax and is
requisite amount from the surplus annual
revenues from the year 1-14 to 180 in-
clusive provides for the retirement of prin-
cipal and interest in fixed installments. This
plan has effected a saving of 13 per cent in
the rate of interest paid and enabled the
commission council to retire $5000 of the
principal. The statement shows how this
indebtedness has been apportioned over the
various years.

It is well to recall here that in the year
1913, the city was placed face to face with
a most serious and perplexing condition when
the failure of the Bank of Donaldsonville
imposed upon it the loss of its bond sink-
ing fund, amounting to $7093.25, on wihch
subsequent dividends and set-offs amounting
to $212.79 were credited, leaving a net loss
of $06880.46, which had been gradually ac-
cumulated from the special 5-mill tax to pay
the school and waterworks bonds at their
respective maturities. With the loss of this
fund, the city was placed in the position of
being unable to retire the $5000 of these
bonds maturing June 31, 1915; but the hold-
ers of the bonds were found willing to hold
them, and Ordinance No. 20 C. C. series
was adopted August 9, 1915, providing for
additional semi-annual interest coupons to
be attached to these deferred honds until
such time as the city shall be able to re-
constitute this fund. A sufficient accumula-
tion in this fund enabled the city to retire
one of these bonds on the first of January
of this year, reducing the bonded debt to
85.9000.

A second failure in 1914 ---that of the
Peoples Bank-imposed a further loss in
this fund of $693.64. Notwithstanding these
adverse conditions, the commission admin-
istration has forged ahead, performing its
pledged duty to the citizens and taxpayers,
and gradually reduced the city's debt from
$118,026.95 in 1913 to $110,039.31 in 1917,
making a reduction of $7987.64, from which
a further reduction of $2291.78 for a paving
certificate held by the Bank of Donaldson-
ville in Liquidation, which has been set-of
against the amount lost in the bond fund,
will make a total reduction of the debt
amounting to $10,279.42.

Contingent.
There is a contingent liability of the city

to the American La France Fire Engine Co.,
of $4000, for balance due on a type 20
combination chemical engine and hose car
purchased by the city for Vigilant Hose
Co. No. 3. This company not being in-
corporated and unable to contract, coula
purchase this modern fire fighting equip-
ment only through the intermediary of the
city. Therefore, by resolution of the com-

$4500, of which Vigilant Hose Co. No. 3
paid $500, the first cash payment, raised by
popular subscription and otherwise, leaving
a balance of $4000 payable in one, two, three,
four and five years with interest at 6 per
cent from date of acceptance of the ap-
paratus, Aug. 30, 1916. For this balance
the city has executed in favor of the Ameri-
can La France Fire Engine Co. its certificate
of indebtedness, Vigilant Hose Co. No. 3
pledging itself to raise the annual payments,
or as much thereof as possible, as they be-
come due.

Condition of Funds.
Exhibit "C" shows the cash receipts and

disbursements of the current fiscal period
to May S1. 1917. and balance in the various
funds, as follows:
On deposit to credit of

General Fund................ S 614.56
On deposit to credit of

Bond Sinking Fund ........... 2192.01

Total.......... ........... $2806.56
Records.

In keeping with the systematic organiza-
tion of the. clerk's office, a modern loose-
leaf McMillan minute book has been install-
ed during this administration, very much
facilitating the labors of your clerk in
recording the proceedings of your delibera-
tions. This record is now written up on the
typewriter, making a very neat, legible, and
permanent record.

In conclusion I wish to thank the several
commissioners for their faithful assistance
and support in carrying out the many de-
tails of the office. Their co-operation has
made an otherwise arduous and laborious
task a work of pleasure.

Respectfully,
(Signed) A. J. MELANCON.

Clerk and Auditor, City of Donaldsonville, Li

On motion, seconded and carried,
the report was received and ordered
spread upon the minutes of the coun-
cil and published in the official pro-
ceedings.

The following report of cash re-
ceipts and disbursements for the
period from January 1 to May 31 was
read:

(See Exhibit "C")

The following bills were read and
approved:
Municipal Light & Water Com...........$11.90
Grasselli Chemical Co................7.17

The council adjourned.
A. J. MELANCON,

Clerk of the Commission Council.

Cholera Morbus.
This is a painful and dangerous dis-

ease. In almost every neighborhood
someone has died from it before medi-
cine could be obtained or a physician
summoned. The right way is to have
a bottle of Chamberlain's Colic and
Diarrhoea Remedy in the house so as
to be prepared for it. Mrs. Charles
Enyeart, Huntington, Ind., writes:
"During the summer of 1911 two of
my children Were taken sick with
cholera morbus. I used Chamber-
lain's Colic and Diarrhoea Remedy
and it gave them immediate relief."
-- (Adv.)

SUCCESSION NOTICE.

State of Louisiana-Parish of Ascen-
sion-Twenty-Seventh Judicial

District Court.

Succession of Richard McCall,
No. 740

WHEREAS, Emile Legendre, ec-
TV utor of the above entitled and
numbered succession, has filed his
final account, together with a petition
praying for its homologation:

Public notice is hereby given, to all
whom it may concern, to show cause
if any they have or can, within ten
days from the date hereof, why said
petition should not be granted.

Witness my hand and seal of said
court at Donaldsonville, La., thi:
8th day of May, 1917. (L. S.)

J. S. BARMAN, Clerk of Court

NEWS OF THE PHOTOPLAYS
Attractions at the Gem.

Today-"Old Fashioned Young
Man," and a comedy, "Her Birthday
Knight."

Sunday-"Back of the Man," and
a comedy, "A Film Exposure."

Saturday, June 23 - "Cheerful
Givers," and a comedy, "Petticoat
Perils."

Sunday June 24-"Bad Boy," and
a comedy, "Telephone Belle."

Saturday, June 30-"Hands Up,"
and a comedy, "Skirt Strategy."

Sunday, July 1-"Blood Will Tell,"
and a comedy, "Winning Loser."

Dorothy Dalton in "Back of the Man."
"Back of the Man," the Kay Bee

drama which will be shown at the Gem
Theatre tomorrow, tells one of the
strongest stories of business life that
fhomas H. Ince has presented on the
Triangle program in some time.
Dorothy Dalton is starred at the
head of a cast that includes Charles
Ray, Margaret Thompson, Jack Liv-
ingston and J. Barney Sherry. "Back
of the Man" recounts the history of a
youth of brilliant prospects who lets
ambition lead his heart astray from
the one woman able to guide him to
the heights of life. But just when
all that he has sought in the way of
material prosperity seems within his
grasp the young man becomes en-
tangled in a murder mystery. The
manner in which he is cleared of this
crime and at the same time has his
eyes opened to the real worth of the
woman he had neglected makes the
big thrills in a cleverly constructed
plot.

Bessie Love and Triangle Kiddies in
"Cheerful Giver.."

Bessie Love, assisted by the Tri-
ngle kiddies, will entertain with
"Cheerful Givers," a Triangle picture,
at the Gem Saturday, June 23. Or-
phans are always interesting and ap-
pealing, and when they are as pretty
as Bessie Love and as clever as the
Triangle kiddies they are an irresisti-
ble attraction. Bessie is Debby, the
daugLter of Parson Deady, who is
superintendent of a bankrupt or-
phanage. When Mrs. Guey, a wealthy
society woman, catches her handsome
son, Kenneth Harlan, flirting with
"the kitchen vampire" abe discharges
that dimpled maid and sends to the
orphanage for "the oldest boy,"
whom she intends to aploy in the
kitchen instead of a girl. But there
is no "oldest boy" at t orphanage,
so Bessie, to help o -jurming the
necuniar str t urly,

She deceives IMrstGrey; ut not the
son.

Humor and human interest fill the
play. One of he most delightful sit-
uations occurs when a band of tiny
orphans comes trooping to the Grey
home one night on a rescuing expedi-
tion for their "little mother," Bessie.
But they are so tired upon reaching
their destination that, instead of res-
cuing her, she is forced to rescue them
and tuck them in bed. Later they
take an important part in bringing
about the climax of the play.

Next Week's Bill at the Grand.

Sunday--Lionel Barrymore in "The
Millionaire's Double," and a comedy,
"Luke's Lively Life."

Monday-Louise Huff Lnd. House
Peters in "The Lonesome Chap."

Tuesday-"Wrath" one of the "Se-
ven Deadly Sins," with H. B. Warner.
Beverly Bayne in "The Great Secret,"

Wednesday-Marguerite Clark in
"The Valentine Girl." "

Thursday-Ethel Clayton in "The
Stolen Paradise."

Friday-Anita Stewart in "Clover's
Rebellion," and Ford Weekly.

Saturday-Francis Bushman and
Methods of modern "society crooks"

Maria Sais in "The American Girl,"
Pathe News and comedy.

"The Millionaire's Double."

fellow she loves are both so likeable,
are exposed in "The Millionaire's
Double," starring -Lionel Barrymore,
which will be shown at the Grand
Theatre Sunday. The photoplay lays
bare the methods of master criminals
who. keep careful watch over the
movements, disappearances and
deaths_ of wealthy persons, for the
purpose of presenting false claimants
for their property. The schemes of
the villains are frustrated in a series
of absorbing scenes having both
dramatic power and comedy interest.

Bide Bennington, a young million-
aire, disappears about the same time
his coat containing important docu-
ments is found on a pier,-and he is
supposed to have committed suicide.
Richard Glendon, head of a band of
criminals, induces a young woman to
pose ,as Bennington's "widow" to
claim his estate. A unique situation
arises when Bennington returns, sees
his "widow," and offers to imper-
sonate himself and get the money.

"The Lonesome Chap."
Everybody is going to accept "The

Lonesome Chap" for a friend and take
him and his little sweetheart into their
affections. This five-reel Paramount
nicture, which comes to the Grand
Monday, is so wholesome and enter-
taiming that it is impossible to resist
its charm. We've often had the story
before. This particular version is
told with much simplicity and natural-
ness, and the little girl and the big
fellow she loves are both so likeable,
Lhat to watch the plot unfold is like
going back to some clear spring in
the woods for another drink of re-
freshing water. You remember how
the little orphan girl finds a'friend in
the big-hearted chap, and after she
grows uO to be a beautiful young wo-
man and keeps on adoring her bene-
factor, he just won't see she's as
r.iuch in love with him as he is with
her and gets to feeling awful lone-
some until she takes matters into he-
own hands a'nd shows him what a big
stupid he's been? Well, it's all is
the picture! And House Peters anl

Louise Huff fit into the two parts per-
fectly.

"Wrath."
"Wrath," the fifth of the series of

notable pictures portraying "The
Seven Deadly Sins," which will be the
Tuesday offering at the Grand, is a
satisfying production as regards
dramatic values and interesting ac-
tion, and presents a story of consider-
able power. H. B. Warner plays the
role of an arbitrary Russian grand
duke and also appears as the latter's
son, Feodor. The picture tells of the
dominating desire of the grand duke
to marry his son to the daughter of
Count Nikolai Feodor refuses on the
ground that he does not love the
young woman, and so incenses his
father against him that the grand
duke immediately opens a campaign
to force Feodor to marry the girl.
About this time an American ar-
chaeologist and his daughter happen
along the desert of Kara-Koom,
which borders on Russian possessions,
and is killed by a Turk who craves
the daughter for his harem. Feodor
rescues the girl and falls in love with
her before he reaches his father's
palace. . The attachment of the two
being discovered by the grand duke,
the girl-is turned out of the palace
and is followed by Feodor, who mar-
ries her and is about to escape across
the border with his bride when he is
headed off by his father's agents.
The scene later changes to America
and finally shifts back to Russia,
where a reconciliation of all hands is
brought about by the young daughter
of Feodor.

"The Valentine Girl."
"The Valentine Girl," to be seen at

the Grand Wednesday, is a sure-
enough good picture in which Mar-
guerite Clark has a role that will ap-
peal to all. There is a large measure
of real drama, of incidents that ap-
peal straight to the heart. Miss
Clark as the child of the professional
gambler is at her best. She throws
into the part all of her wonderful
charm of expression. Frank Losee is
at the head of the supporting cast,
appearing as the gambler who turns
over to strangers the care of his lit-
tle daughter, whose mother had pass-
ed out of the world as she entered it.
His "John Morgan" is a fine portrayal,
seeond only in interest to Miss Clark's
"Marian." In its tasting and staging
the. prodtuction is worthy of the best
tradition of the Famous Players.

Charming Ethel Clayton is the stas
of "The Stolen Paradise," which will
be the attraction at the Grand next
Thursday. The daughter of a quaint
old man who owns a quaint old book-
store falls in love with a young man
who comes there occasionally to buy
books. The young man, in turn, falls
in love with a rich relative of the girl's
who happens to visit the shop at the
time he does. In an accident the
young man loses his eyesight. The
girl of the book shop comes to him
and comforts him and the man thinks
she is the other girl, the girl of his
dreams. Still laboring under this
delusion the blind man marries the
girl of the bookshop. Finally his eye-
sight is restored and he looks on his
wife for the first time. To his horror
he finds he doesn't know her, that she
is not the woman he thought he had
married. This situation leads to
further distress for the young man
and to much pain and sorrow for his
wife, but finally the story ends with
prospects of both of them attaining
full happiness.

"Clover's Rebellion."
The Grand's feature picture for

Friday will be "Clover's Rebellion,"
in which Anita Stewart is starred as
Clover Dean, a beautiful orphan of
great wealth. Clover lives with her
aunt and uncle. The aunt, aiming to
use Clover to further her march to so-
cial glory, seeks to force a match with
Duke Boris, a royal schemer who
needs money. The uncle, to further
business interests, aims to make Clo-
ver marry the son of a millionaire
coal dealer. The latter is a dissolute
youth ruined by money, but Clover's
uncle sees only the personal gain com-
ing of the match.

It is in these money and society
mad circles that the simple hearted
Clover lives, although she does not
really begin to live until she chances
to meet young Dr. Billy Dunn, an ir-
reiponsible, happy-go-lucky but al-
together honest young doctor. Dr.
Billy has few patients but high hopes.

There is a strong element of
mystery in the romance, for the pen-
niless Duke Boris is killed under
baffling circumstances. Dr. Billy and
even Clover come under police sus-
picion, but, in the ehd, it develops that
the duke was murdered by a woman
who feared the loss of his love if his
marriage to the wealthy young wo-
man came about.

Has Good Opinion of Chamberlaio's
Tablets.

"Chamberlain's Tablets are a won-
der. I never sold anything that beat
them," writes F. B. Tressey, Rids-
mond, Ky. When troubled with in-
digestion or constipation give them a
trial.-(Adv.)

NOTICE TO MORTGAGE
CREDITORS.

Donaldsonville, La., May 19, 1917.

IN conformity with Section 63 of Act No.

85 of 1888, notice is hereby given to all
partiks holding mortgnges upon real estate

located in the parish of Ascension on which
taxes for the year 1916 have not been paid,
that I will begin the sale of the same at the
courthouse door on SATURDAY, JUNE 25,
1917, at 11 o'clock a. m., and that a numn-
her of pieces of property so delinquent are
now being advertised in this newspaper, in
conformity with law, preparatory to such
sale. The attention of mortgage craditors
is especially called to these advertisements of
tax sales, and they are warned to take such
steps prior to the sale as may be necessary
to protect their rights.

IrE. C. HANSON,
Sheriff and ex-officid Tax Collector, Parish


