
V j |W

S T .  C H A R L E S  H E R A L D .
ft :*%t jAior.^o

P u b lish ed  E very Saturday, in  a  lt ic li  Su gar, M olasses and lt ic e  P rod u cin g  Country.

VOLUME XI. HAHN VILLE, LOUISIANA, SATURDAY, DECEMBER 1, 1883. NUMBER 18.
CONSTANCY.

HE SAID:

■And loaned M ho spoke on the p astu re  bars,
I h at he Vovfed by the heavens blue —

By the silvery moon ami the shining s ta rs— 
l o  ever prove leal and  tru e .

“ Men change, ’tis tru e ,” ho said, ‘‘b u t ohl 
Believe me, mv own tru e  love.

Affection like mine, as tim e will show,
H as a  strength th a t np  pow er can  m ove.”

s h e  s a id :

“ No fefiV'ft/doubts, belovod, have*t,
For deep in th is h ea rt o f mine 

Is  a  love tha t will n ever dim  or die.
B u t will last fo r  aye—liko th ine  1”

H e gave h e re  rin g  and a  fond caress,
While her tea rs like a to rre n t foil;

As with faltfring words and in sore distress,
He bade her a  long farew ell.

B ut the man in  the moon, who had o ften  
viewed

Such tender scenes, I  when.
W inked knowingly thqp, as the lovers stood 

B eneath , In the silvery sheen.

Two sumnjers with blqssom and bug were 
gone.*

Two winters with fro st and snow;
And again the indn in the moon looked down 

On the whirling world below.

A nd w hat dH he see? Why, the lover had won 
A widow itith wealth galore,

While the knaidon had wedded, th a t very  
m orn, I

T he clerk ► f a  dry-goods Store. '\ ,

Q uoth the Him In th e  m oon: * ‘I t ’s exactly  
now I

As i t  was «hen th e  world began,
No w eaker ta in g  than  a wom an’s vow, 

Exceptmgjthc vows o f a  m an.”

These thingl have givon th e  m an in the moon 
Such cynlrtil viows of life 

T ha t th is is Ac reason he lives alone,
A nd nevofiias taken  a wife.

—I*. Converse, in  Philadelphia Call.

THE tOQDISNAKE DANCE.

A Liegend a |d  S olem n lte lig io u s  C erem ony  
o f  th e  M ofui In d ia n s  o f A riz o n a .

f | TIIE LEGEND.

In the country qf Tusayun, an ancient 
irovince <jf Northern Arizona, there 
ived a people—the remote ancestors of 

tlie prose(t Moquis. An enterprising 
youth of this people, desiring to dis
cover thefiources of rain, constructed a 
raft and ascended a great river until 
the bank» and cliffs seemed to roach 
the heavtns. The youth was kindly 
received by the people of that region, 
and he lharried a wife and remained 
liiere several years. After this he re
turned tohis own country, accompanied 
by his wife. His own people were re
joiced to see him and gave his wife a 
most tlattering reception and kindly 
treatment. This kindness aroused the 
jealousy of the Moqui maidens and 
caused her to be an object of envy and 
persecution amolg them. The wife 
kept her trouble! to herself, but, in 
the course of tine, gave birth to a 
great serpent wb(ch made war on the 
tribe as enemies of his mother, and 
droTo them into another region of 
country, whore hornet another serpent 
which killed him. The victorious ser
pent welcomed the fugitive people to 
his own country and bade them remain 
in it. They did so and that is the 
present country und people ktiown as 
Hie ^Moqui-I’ueblos, and tills legend 
gave'rise to

THE SNA KB DANCE.

'This dance was Instituted and is per
petuated in lufnor of the serpen1 pro
tect»!; of the tribe, and to insure a 
supply of rain’. At first ' the snake 
datait) was solemnized every year. 
This caused too much rain, «nil the 
coiiufey was inundated with Hoods; 
Aflerwavds the dance was solemnized 
oncè ift 'seven years. The ‘country 
waijJpiP.-nOlieted with drought and 
but 10* 3. ' Tim rule now is to perform 
the*snake dance once in two years 
This, is supppsçd.to induce the proper 
amount of «du. Among these people 
the sit Abe i t ,  looked upon as the most 
gaerett" ittrfectr in tycis.tonce. and, on no 
account must a snake of any sort be 
killed or injured.

yeijrs ago Major J. W. 
jCdjotafflo';tlie#'( vploring

lan i

; SJi^nt A winter at Wolpi, one 
^principal Moqui tqwiis, but ho 

So opportunity >to witness tlic 
i daws a though ho made the' 

.au.wUge tod  religion of the people 
spefMsl- subjects o f  study. Amt it is 
thought that not more than ten or a 
dozhp white men now living have wit- 
nessed this dangerous aud solemn cere
mony.

The last biennial snaky; dance of the 
Moqtûs took "pi ace in the town of Wolpi 
during the mouth of July the present 
suWp&kahd Wiw witnessed' by about 
eigiit white men, among whom was 
Professor W. B. Powell, brother to 
Major J. W. Powell, who made a trip 
of ninety miles and return, on mule 
back, in. order to witness this deeply 
interesting ceremony. During Prof. 
Powell’s visit in Junction City last 
week we listened to a  verbal description 
of the dance, and the traditioii of its 
objects and origin, which are substan
tially as here stated.

Eight days prior to the dance were 
spent iii preparations, collecting snakes 
and in secret ceremonies in tlie “cstu- 
fas, V or lodge rooms. 'Two days prior 
to the dar.ee were spent in strict fasting 
by the dancers. \Vhen the day arriifbd 
there had been collected about one hun
dred and fifty snakes. About three- 
fonrths of them were rattlesnakes. The 
snakes were kept in a “snake shade,” 
a place of confinement adjoining the 
dance - ground, shaded from the sun. 

_The door of the snake shade was closed 
with a long curtain, the lower end of 
which rested upon the ground. There 
were about fifty-six dancers, men and 
buys. When" the ceremonies tom- 
minced the dancers made five rounds, 
dancing to the time of a solemn chant,

consisted of twenty-eight men» ranged 
in tho form of 'fourteen couples.' The 
dance was then resumed by these four
teen couples only, while the other com
pany stood in an assigned position. 
After a given humber of rounds, danced 
to the samo monotonous chant, with 
great solemnity pictured on every face, 
the left iiand man of one pair of the 
dancers disappeared behind the curtain 
into tlie snake shade. When he emerged 
he had a snake crosswise in his mouth, 
with tho tail toward the left and the 
head toward the right hand man. The 
dance was. all this time, kept up in tho 
most continuous, solemn and careful 
manner; and i{ was the business of the 
right hand man, with a small wand in 
tlie right hand and his left hand rest
ing on the neck of his partner, by close 
attention and quick motions and gestic
ulations to engage the attention of the 
snake, and prevent it from doing injury. 
Then the left hand man of another 
couple disappeared into tho snake shade, 
and in due time emerged as Ids prede
cessor had done, with a snake in his 
mouth as above described. This proepgs 
was kept up tout" the loft hahd-fajen ef 
the entire fourteen couples were dancing 
around the circle with one snake each 
in their mouths. Then the left hand 
nian of tho first couple again disappeared 
into the snake shade and emerged as 
liefere; hut this-time lie had two snakes 
in his month, and this process was con
tinued until the left hand men of tho 
entire fourteen couples were dancing 
around the circle with two snakes each 
in their mouths. There was now some 
danger of snakes being dropped and es
caping. This was closely watched and 
the fallen snakes, if an}', were immedi
ately captured by the priests and assist
ants and restored to tlie men who drop
ped them, or to one of the dancers in 
the company that was standing idle. 
When the left hand men had each ac
quired two snakes, then the disappear
ance into the snake shade began again 
and was continued as before until each 
left hand man of the fourteen couples had 
acquired a third snake. Then tho ex
citement and solemnity was intense and 
earnest, and the dropping of snakes 
more frequent. The snakes were then 
unloaded into a consecrated circle 
drawn on the ground. The space of 
this circle was divided into four quar
ters by two marks drawn across it 
through the center at right angles to 
each other, and this circle was carefully 
sprinkled with sacred meal and holy 
water. Tho same processes of dancing, 
disappearances, reap pea’anoes, etc., 
were continued until all the snakes were 
removed from the snake shade and de
posited in the consecrated circle. The 
snakes were then all gathered up by the 
dancers and the priests and their assist
ants, and carefully, but in great haste,, 
carried down the declivity of the mesa 
into the surrounding valleys, and depos
ited unharmed in their former homes. 
The dancers then hurried back into tho 
village aud retired into' the estnfas, or 
lodge rooms, where they were caused 
to vomit and were anointed by the 
priests in tlie most solemn manner. 
Tnwjone, waiters and assistants ap- 
•peared'-vjth soups, an4 afterward with 
other food, and tho snake dance ended 
with a feast; Many of Vho dancers had 
been bitten, theTV dangerously,
but death seldom ooClm,. 
claim that, to them, the Bnake X u t o  
and not poisonous, but two ycarj-. 

death resulted from the bites.
W

photo
tho J. W. Powell exploring party sonic 
years ago. It shows the east side of 
tho town and mesa, with the sheep and 
goat corrals near the top of the declivi
ty, and the fiat dancing iloor on the 
summit of tlie broad, flat rock on which 
the village stands. In this photo Prof. 
Powell is able to distinguish the tall 
staiifingjroek around which tho dance 
occurred, tod  from this-heis able to lo
cate the posij^pn of the snake shade, the

ncnrly so, by contact'with Europeans. 
It is supposed that they were visited by 
the Spaniards about the time of the 
Spanish conquest of Mexico, and in 
this way they probably acquired don
keys, sheep and goats; or, these ani
mals may have been acquired subse
quently through the Zunis and other 
Indians who were visited by the Span
iards. But the Moquis appear to have 
been so inaccessible on the remote and 
elevated mesas, and so poor that they 
did not tempt the cupidity of the con
quering Spaniards; and they now.prob
ably, exhibit very fair examples of 
oboriginal life and character which 
reaches back into the ages prioii to the 
discovery of America. At one. time the 
Franciscan monks attempted to estab
lish missions among them, but in 16§0, 
the Moquis killed or expelled the mis-' 
sionaries. In 17-18 another attempt was 
made by the Franciscans to establish 
missions, but with only local and tens-1 
porary success. In 1728 the Viceroy 
of Mexico attempted to conquer the 
Moquis, but failed. At times they 
have suffered much from tho attacks of 
the Apaches and Navajos. They are 
formed into a number of small tribes or 
families, with one supreme chief. They 
are strictly an agricultural people, 
raising grain, vegetables, fruits and 
cotton. They also have donkeys, sheep; 
and goats. They live in seven towns, 
located on mesas, or bluffs, from two 
hundred to seven hundred feet above 
the adjacent valleys. Their houses are 
of adobe brick or stone laid in mortar, 
several stories high, in terraces. The 
roofs are of poles, rushes and clay. 
'The floors are of earth, sometimes cov
ered with rushes. The Moquis knit, 
weave and spin their native wools and 
cotton and trade a portion of the pro
ducts with other tribes. The men wear 
blankets with leggings of dressed skins. 
The women wear shawls and other 
garments made of cotton and wool.

When the country first passed into 
the jurisdiction of the United States 
the Moquis numbered about 8,000 per
sons; but, in 1855-6 they were almost 
destroyed by small-pox. Their total 
number now is about 1,600, distributed 
in seven villages. Three villages were 
represented in the snake dance wit
nessed by Prof. Powell. Those villages 
were, probably, all that contained 
families of the Rattlesnake tribe. Other 
tribes are known as Deer, Water, Sand, 
Prairie Wolf, Tobacco and other names; 
but all are under one chief. The 
Moquis resemble the Zunis in many 
respects.—Junction City Tribune.

Hedges Along Highways.

There are frequent appeals in agricul
tural and political papers for farmers to 
set out hedges, wind breaks and shade 
trees along the public highways in our 
bleak prairies to protect the roads from 
the winds and storms of the winter. 
There are two sides to this question. In 
other years tho idea of roads protected 
from winds and storms was a glorious 
one. But the fast-growing hedges of 
willow, soft maille, cottonwood, etc., 
have soon overshadowed tlie roads, 
shutting out the sun and causing them 
to remain soft and muddy. In many 
cases they do not dry between tlie rains, 
making travel difficult and disagreea
ble. It is becoming a serious question, 
so much so that there is talk of appeal
ing to tho Legislature for a law provid- 

death resulted from the Dites. Ling that hedges along publie highways 
iTe have in tho Tribune, ollice a large not bo allowed to grow more than 
to of the village of Wolpi, taken by tl,„ foet high

winter’■{jfforts for protection from the 
there hasläP« in town and country, 
exercised, Bjf°° little practical sense 
so thicklv shRiîfo^,1'e'!ts ami hits are

spectators and other points of interest, 
We think this- short, imperfect sketch
may prove intelligible, and, perhaps 
interesting to our readers, andjwo will 
add that we have succeeded in' obtain
ing a promise from Prof. Powell, that, 
when lie Teaches home and procures 
from his trunk the copious notes taken 
by him on the occasion, he will prepare 
{or one of the monthly magazines a full 
and detailed account of this dangerous 
and solemn snake dance of the Rattle
snake Moquis. This dance is properly 
reckoned the most thrilling and won
derful aboriginal ceremony which is 
now known to be practiced. After 
making all due allowances for the skill 
in management by hands that have been 
accustomed to snake training and snake 
handling for twenty generations or 
more, for the soothing, stupefying and 
healing Dualities which, probably, are 
possessed by the secret (sacred?) oint
ments, meal and water which are freely 
used on the dancers and the snakes, the 
faut still remains that to the Moqnl 
snake dance attaches an interest and 
wonderful mystery seldom equaled 
among the religions ceremonies of men. 
As a single example of the power of, 
skill and judgment, we understand that 
a skilled snake handler will never 
touch a rattlesnake when coiled up. 
The coil is the striking and biting posi
tion. With’a stick, or otherwise, qui
etly and gently straighten out the snake, 
and it then may be grasped with im
punity. Other points of management 
well known to experienced men are, 
doubtless, equally important; yet, after 
all allowances are made, this wonder
ful, dangerous ceremony is capable of 
staggering the credulity of most men 
who have not witnessed it, and exciting

The Strange Ilsh an Athlete Could Not 
Lift.

, "Yon look like a likely hotter.”  said 
an old Maine fisherman in oil skins, 
who was unloading a doryful of mack
erel at Deer Island, to a lusty young man 
in kniekerbookors and a white flannel 
shirt.

“ Yes,” replied the young man. “I ’m 
called pretty strong in the" Skowhegan 
Athletic Club.”

“  D id  y o u  e v e r  l i f t  m u c h  f ish ? ”  a s k e d  
th o  o ld  fe llo w .

“ 1 never saw the iish I couldn’t lift.”
Tho fisherman took out' n clean ten- 

dollar hill and said: “ I’m going on 
eighty-one years old next muster day, 
but I’ll bet ten dollars oven you can’t 
lift fish that I can.”

“ Where’s your fishP” asked Skowho- 
gnn.

“  Well, I ’ll tell yon. Here's a fish,” 
and he poked among the mackerel, and 
pointed to a large, solid, skato-like fish 
in tlie bottom of the dory. “Let’s soe, 
it’s about liYo foot, up •to'the docki I ’ll 
bet you tlie ton dollars you can’t toss 
the fish up there.”

The Skowhegan athlete thus called 
nponk deposited ten dollars with the 
owner of tho mackerel canning shop, 
who had joined the party, and went 
down the ladder into the boat, while tho 
old fisherman climbed upon the dock to 
watch tho feat.

“ Stand back there!”  shouted tho fish 
tosser, rolling up hissloeve. “This fish 
might hit you, old man, an<| knock somo 
of tho blow ont of you.”

“ Heave away,” said the man in oil
skins, tipping a wink at tho crowd iu 
general.

The young man now stepped into the 
dory, and poked away the tinkers (small 
mackerel) that were sliding about. 
Standing on tho edge of the boat, he 
stooped down, grasped tho skate-liko 
fish and lifted, raising it about a ' foot. 
Thon, uttering a yell, ho staggered a 
moment and foil with a resounding

denees damp and^to make tlie resi- 
The same is 1 lie rase health.
Thu shade and wind brH. farm houses, 
enough from the residencöxf11'1- not lnl' 
The sun should he permitted barns, 
upon the house, into the windifc, s'>ino 
on the ground about tlie house. • 
ing can supply tho place of thoV‘- 
There is life, healtli and vigor in the stv 
shine to vegetation and humanity 
Shade trees should stand far enough 
from the house to permit the still to 
shine all about it. This cun he done 
easily on the farm, as wind breaks are 
best when ten or fifteen rods away. In 
towns where the lots are small it is bet
ter to stand the heat and blaze of tho 
sun than to endanger the health of tho 
family by keeping out tlie blessed sun
shine from the house and rooms.

The question of damp roads occa
sioned by high and thick hedges is be
ginning to be seriously agitated, and 
years will only intensify it. There will 
have to be a limit to the height of the 
hedge, or many of tlie reals will be
come impassable during the entire sum
mer. And if the Legislature does not 
give relief soon it will come eventually.

from the dock, the old fisherman fairly 
dancing a hornpipo on tho rail.

•“ What’s the matter with youP” he 
shouted, as the unfortunate athlete 
scrambled into tlie dory again, swearing 
like a pirate. “Trying to upset tho boat, 
age you?”

“ Who struck meP Somo one gavo mo 
a knock on tho neck just as I was lift
ing.”

“Nonsense,” said some one in tho 
crowd. “ You wasn't touched.

“I ’ll take my oath I felt something 
hit me. If this is a skin game I want 
to know it.” Bracing himself firmly in 
tlie boat he again grasped the fish in 
both hands ami raised it three feet, and 
then fish, athlete and all went over 
backward among tlie tinkers. Man, 
fish, oars and bailors were mixed up for 
a moment. At- last the Skowhagan 
lifter mado a break for the dock, and, 
onoo upon it, sank down on a pile of 
boards. He was as white as a sheet, 
and covered with scales from head to 
foot.

‘Send for the apothecary,” lie gasp
ed, as tho men crowded around.

“Why, what’s the matter with you?”
“ I’ve had a stroke.” whispered the 

victim. “The minute I stooped to lift I 
felt it a-runnin’ nil over me. It’s in our 
family, but I ’ve got It bad,” and hero 
he rubbed hi* arms and logs.

“It knocked me clean oft' my feet,” 
he added, “and my limbs felt iiko
sticks. S e n d ----- ;” hut here a
roar of laughter broke from the men, 
and ono of them, seizing him by tho 
arm, jerked him to his feet.

"You’re all right my lad; only next 
time don't go fooling around old Amos, 
tie 's  a hard nut.”

“Here’s yer money, sonny,” said the 
old man, holding out the bill,. "you’ve
n n p m u l  i f  '  *earned if.

What , do I mean?’ iie  c o n t in u e d .
“ Why, jest this: You haven’t had 
shock of paralysis. They'll knock a 

.■Korso if you take ’em right.”
Ii ‘ (i ho athlete looked, vaqantly, ahead, 

•Jfobaok his money, and left apiid tho 
•H“d laughter of the crowd. - , 

hegaN have a yarn to tell the Skow- 
the joUks” said "the perpetrator of 
‘blow,’ tftjffint I hate to hear a rnnn 
Injured? Nought I ’d lake him down, 
an hour or Atr-eo. He’ll feel stiff for 

What’s thst it wont harm him,
I reckon they kl.of the shocks? Why, 
’em oil'.” ’b with ’em or drive

The latter nssiK
correct. The eloctt’wn is probably 
torpedo is its defense,toaratus of tho 
good ono. Tlie eleetraçertainly is a 
compared, to some ex Mm ns may be 
taie pile, and consist of v tlie vol-

A Libel on Ameriaan Ladies.

So it would seem that forty per cent, 
of the cigarettes sold iu tlie United 
States are smoked by ladies. In Russia,
I should imagine that the percentage is 
even greater; while in France, Ger
many and Italy the percentage con
sumed by the fair sex must lie consider
able. And why not? If men find 
pleasure in tobacco why should women 
he arbitrarily excluded from the enjoy 
ment of the same pleasure? When 
many years ago. I was living in the 
United States, the young ladies at Wash 
ington were given to what they termed 
“dipping,” a practice far more objec
tionable than smoking. A dipping 
party consisted of a number of girls 
squatting on the ground round a bowl 
in which there was a thick mixture ofw riitethe priests and the ir assistante j ^  ̂  ^

spnnkted them- with «acred mea h «-who have. 
aud holy water. At the end ;
o f the first s e r ie s  o f r o u n d s  the h is t o r ic a l  s k e t c h .
dancers divided in to  two companies. | The Moquis are a tribe of Pueblo, or --------
The company which was to per- town building Indians, whoso manners : a mere excuse for what was equivalent 
form the active and dangerous parts , and customs remain unchanged, or I to chewing.—London I  ruth,

layers of hexagonal ceils, thierios of 
pUterven- 

. .  . iiytoei
stance, so that each cell can Rpili

ng spaces between tho pi) 
filled with a trembling, jell) emg

SCIENCE AN!» INDUSTRY.

—Camphor trees are being introduced 
with success in Florida.

—Tho flesh of tho whale Is said to be 
very wholesome when pickled, and * 
now Industry in this lino is growing up 
alongtho Atlantic coast.—Chicago Inter- 
Ocean.

—“ Common wood soaked iu petro
leum,” says a writer in the Country 
Orn'l man, “will make it as durable as 
cedar.” Wood used in verandas and 
trellis work, where exposed to the ele
ments, ean thus by little expense nöd 
labor be made lasting.

—There is now a boat on the Thames 
which is successfully propelled by elec
tricity. Tho expense is about the same 
as that of steam, hut tho convenience is 
much greater, and there is no heat or 
smoke or cinders. That electricity is to 
be the motor of the future on tho water 
as we)l as on the land there is very littlo 
doubt. : • ‘jj.

—R M .  Shields, of Mississippi, has 
invented a murderous gnu which he 
calls tho "Sweepstakes.’” “ It shoots,” 
he says, “ 4,000 balls at tho explosion of 
one cap. It will kill and wound 800 
men out of a regiment of 1,000 men at. a 
distance of 806 yards. It lias fortÿ-nlne 
barrels all combined in ono, and eaoli 
barrel shooting one dogreo and twelve 
minutes on a horizontal plans from tho 
others. Shooting a distance of 100 
yards, it wili opyor a space of 100 yards, 
tilling a want long fell.” —Ohieatjo Her
ald,.

—Tho experiment of making glass 
with natural gas has been tried with 
success at tho Pan-Handle Glass-works, 
at Wellsburg. W. Va. Kouortsfrom tho 
superintendent gt the works show that 
where the latter formerly used 380 bttsh- 
els of coal they now only use thirty, and 
the cost of fuel in the flattening depart
ment has been reduced from thirty-nine 
dollars a day (o about Heveu dollars per 
day. It is claimed that, owing to the 
absenoo of dust, dirt, Or sulphur, a much 
bettor and cleaner quality of glass can 
be made with tho gas than when other 
fuel is employed.—Philadelphia / V i t

—The Chesapenke Pottery Company, 
of Baltimore, Mil., have developed a 
Parian body from native materials that 
promises to be a unique production in 
the line of ceramics. They have just 
produced two reliefs in this material 
that show decided warmth of tone and 
delicate expression. These reliefs nre 
entitled “ Winter” and “Summer.” the 
one modeled by a clover English artist, 
tlie othor tho work of Mr. PrleOttnan, of 
Boston. Tho fine heads presented in 
these reliefs have considerable arlistio 
merit, and embody tho quallllcatiortd 
called for by tho seasons they represent. 
—Baltimore Sun. .

PITH AND POINT.

—To speak of tlie thread of nil argu
ment would imply that the whole thing 
is a “yarn.” —N. y. Life.

—The late Mr. Yale, of New Haven, 
left a fortune of •8,000,000. Like Sam- 
don, his strength was in his locks.— 
Ho 'heater PoatiSxpfeas,

—Greonburg {Pa.),men shot a .tramp 
for stealing potatoes from their" Held. 
Sneli cdnuuot is tuber-rontnl for any
thing.—ViUoburgh 7elegrtijih.

—Six months after marriage: “Wpol, 
weel, Sandy, how d'ye like tho littlo 
leddyP” "Ah, weel. Aloe, I ’ll une deny 
that she has fine conversational pow
ers.”—-Chicago Tribune,

A Pennsylvania lady nlnoty-throé
years of age milks, washes and bakes 

ilyof 
be goi 
irly m

do not gel enougfi rest. — Louisville 
Courier-Journal.

for a family ol throe pen 
deal'cHn be got out of’did 
are properly managed.

throe persons.
lj>
Yoiltl:

A great 
iftheyoop lo  

ig  p e o p le  
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—“Gentlemen,” said tho Texas man 
in the restaurant whop t,hp waiter 
dumped n plate of hot soup down hfs 
back, “gentlemen, don’t laugh.” As 
he had risen to his feet anil drawn two 
revolvers, his wishes were respected.

—The New York Morning Journal 
says that “a man in Hnrlem is ,so fat 
that the shadow ho easts is as round ns 
a hail.” He’s pretty corpulent, hh 
doubt; but there is a man In Norristown 
sb fht that his shadow leaves n grease 
spot wherever it touches.—Norristown 
mraUl.

- “Knowledge.—
Knowlo’lgo—who hath It? nay not thou.
Pale s tudent, imhilei fnK thy  fu tile  lo re ;
A little  space I t  shall be thine, as now 
’Twos his whose fu n e ra l pusses at thy door— 
L ast night a  clown th a t scarcely knew to spoil! 
îjow  he knows all. O w ondrous m iracle 1

■* 'in. —AUatiUe.
—“Id vas potter,” said the German 

tourist at Watkins Glen, who fell over a 
precipice into a gurgljng brook, “id 
was pettier dat Vatklns pud up some of 
does warning dangers pill poards so 
dem prides und grooms a pond here 
cloan attend dere funerals.”—N. Y. 
Mail.

—When Lord Coleridge returns tohis 
native 'eath and writes a hook about

COMMERCIAL LAW. : O
B rie f  D igests o f  L a te  D ecision*.

Compiled Specially for the St, I,outg CoaAraor- 
>«st*l Gasette.l

CARTAGE TICKETS AS PROMISSORY NOTES.

Suit was brought upon certain cartage 
tlokets issued by appellants to ono Fitz
gerald for teaming done by him for theth,

age U
Spencer & Co.” They were printed, ex
cept the namo, Hibbard, Spencer*Co., 
at the bottom, which was written. Held, 
that the appellee was not entitled to re
cover in his own namo upon the tickets 
In question. They were neither due 
bills nor promissory notes, but merely 
acknowledgments of Indebtedness to the 
person to whom they were Issuod. That 
while no particular form of words was 
necessary to constitute a promissory 
note, and while It need not contain tho 
words, “ promise to pay,” In tho ab
sence of such words there must be other 
words of equivalent import. In tho 
document suod on there was not only no 
promise to pay. hut no words of similar 
Import. Thu most that oould be claimed 
for these tickets was that they wore in 
the nature of vouchors or acknowledg
ments of services rendered by Fitzgerald 
to appellants, upon whioh the law im
plied a promise to pay, but not “to a 
third person for suon services. They
were merely non-negotiablc choses In 
notion upon whioh suit oould bo brought 
only in the namo of Fitxgernld.—Hib
bard vs. Halloway, Chicago Appollato 
Court.

BANK AND DEPOSITOR.

Where'the practice of a bank was to 
credit a depositor at once with the 
amount of a ebook upon another bank 
deposited by him, and to allow him to 
draw against U nt once, and ln ease tlie 
cheok was not paid, to debit tho depos
itor with the same amount, tho cheek 
until paid remained tho property of tho 
depositor, so that if tho bank should
until paid remained tho property of tho 
depositor, so that If tho bank should 
fail before the chock had passed out of 
his possession, and the depositor had 
not drawn against it or deposited tho 
check to straighten an overdrawn ac
count, a court of equity would order tho 
chock to bo returned to tho depositor.— 
Balbach vs. Frclinghuyson, United 
Status Circuit Court, District New Jer
sey. ' fist •

A bank had moneys on deposit, I a 
one aocount to tho credit of 8. and in 
another to the oredlt of 8. as Sheriff. 
After the oxpiratlon of tho term of office 
of S., tho bank transferred the money 
standing to his credit as .Sheriff to his 
private account, and afterward, with his ‘ 
in sent, applied the money so transferred 
to the payment of his private debt to the 
bank. In m i action b y  the bank upon 
the official bond of 8., as Sheriff, for
moneys of the bank received by him In 
his official capacity, It, wait held that tho 
transfer and application of the funds

pared to a Leyden jar. Ett -h t*pi- 
carries about four hundred and dtp 
of these batteries, the whole being et,

tive, the shocks seemingly being entirel 
at the will of the strange electrician.- 
Cor. N. Y. Sun.

snuft and water. This they used to put 
into their mouths with sticks and rub it 
on their teeth, the theory being that it 
whitened them; but this, of course, was

—An old sea Captain is preparing to 
make a fortune by running into South 
Africa with an ice-making machine that 
will turn out four tons of congealed 
ice a day. He will locate in East Lon
don, where importe*) ice sells for sixty- 
two cents and a half a pound, and will 
trv to equal the success that attended 
the efforts in a like direction of a mau 
who attempted to cool the parched 
throats of (he people of San Salvador, 
Central America. First thing we know 
those savages will be setting np ice
cream booths to ruin the youth of tbs 
country.— Chicago Inter-Ocean-

California and Hartford; that tho 
tkm River is a beautiful city; that/ 
a^ghanies are a lovely archipel- 
Brod that Idaho is the capital of

—\ —Puoh.
whirlfog up to it: “I can swim the 
In a coIFNIagttra,”  said a stranger 
man On xjal whisper to a hardware 
“ (.'an youVard avenue yesterday, 
like some A/ad that I ean. J should 
try it if you from you. Would you 
sir, I wouldn ..NOi „ir-rio ,
man who hasnv of 8Uch a thin„ A 
a year, nor had\ in a bath-tub for 
month, wouldrr t ’»iean shirt for a 
show with a whirl. the ghogt of a 
go and tackle a t  y ou’,j bötter 
gradually w o r k  u d  toof water and 
frees. -Detroit Free

referred to was a defense for the sureties 
on the official bond of 8. to the amount 
for which such transfer was made.— 
McMillan et al. vs. Boydotal., Supremo 
ComT *4 Ohio. >
ItAUJlOAD PASSENGER AND NEGLIGENCE,

A pan-Ienger stepped from a train 
When It was In a station slowing up. but 
not stopped, anti wad thrown flown nnd i 
injured by «. sudden jerking of thu 
train. He suyd the company for dato- ,i 
ages and recovered judgment. lTio 
«Wtnpany had defended on the ground 
that aligliilng from a trajn In motion 

, wns sneli negligence m Itself that no ao- 
tlon would lié for damages. On appeal ' 
the oourt said: It is claimed that alight- • 
ing from a train In motion is such neg- 
lignucc as to prcelude recovery, what
ever the cireunistAlices. This is no
doubt true where the company la not In 
fault and tho train lias considerable 
speed, huf it 1« not noconsarily true 
where there Is a question of oompara- 
livo negligence. A train might' bn bards 

Jy in motion, moving so slowly that 
i getting off would ho attended with no 
danger whatever.' ' The question was ‘ 
one for tho jury. If a pnssenger takes f 
«to more risk by alighting than ordinary 
prudent men take under th'6 clrctim- 
slances, lie is not precluded from rceov-. 
eHng for an Injury suffered in oonso- 
quenco of the company’s negligence. — 
Galveston, Houston & Santa Ko R. R.
€o. vs. Smith, Supreme Court of Texas.

KIKE INSURANCE.

A contract for Insurance against ioss 
by lire is a contract of indemnity. A 
contract to that end with a' person who 
has no insurable interest in the property din 
or can not sustain any pecuniary loss 
by Injury thereto is a mere wager, con
trary to publie policy and void. Any 
person who has a legal or equitable in- 
terdst in property, or is so,related to it 
that an injury to it nmy cause him pe
cuniary loss, has an insurable interest 
therein, A judgment creditor has an 
insurable interest in thè property of his 
debtor, but he oari not recover from the 
insurer upon an injnry thereto as for a 
loss to himself, unless he also shows 
that tho judgment debtor has not suffi
cient property left out of which the 
judgment ean be satisfied. While the 
insurer may be estopped to insist on 
.condit ions and restrictions contained in 
a policy issued with a  knowledge of 
facts inconsistent therewith, neither 

a contract of insurance which 
. as being contrary to publio 

policy, is estopped to deny Its '
R to a contract of insurance which 

id, as being contrary to publio 
jliey, is estopped to deny Its legality. 

-pSpare vs. Home Mut. Ins. Co., U. S. 
Circuit Court, District of Oregon.

NOTICE ON FORGERY.

A person can not be estopped from 
declaring his signature to a note a 
forgery merely because after plaintiff 
had taken the note he did not notify her 
that it was a forgery as soon as he 
knew that his name purported to be 
signed to it— Matter of Zell’s Appeal, 
Supreme Court Pennsylvania.


