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Col. Horace Featherstock was scarcely 
twenty-one when he entered the office of 
the Eagleville Tri-Weekly Tomahawk 
and Mirror, and he had been there 
scercely three weeks when the summary 
and scientific manner in which he ejected 
a powerful backwoodsman, who had ven
tured to remonstrate against a savage 
personal reference to himself determined 
the chief to appoint Featherstock to the 
arduous and responsible position of fight
ing editor: a post which he held for 
seven years with honor to himself and 
credit to his paper. He was a good shot, 
and similar in his suddenness to light
ning. It is said that during his stay in 
the Tomahawk office he killed nineteen 
men. In fact, the number of those who 
blundered in their dealings with him was 
so great that it  became a current hu
morous saying in the region that Feath- 
ersteck kept a graveyard of his own.

There lived in a neighboring county a 
gigantic and bloodthirsty ruffian, who 
had often heard of the renowned fighting 
editor of the Tomahawk, and, having 
held his own, and sometimes more, with 
everybody he had ever met, he resolved 
to go to Eagleville and clean out the 
colonel. When he appeared in the Tom
ahawk office he might, but for his great 
size and ferocious aspect, have been mis
taken for the drummer of a firearms es
tablishment. All his pockets were full 
of assorted weapons, and his belt looked 
like a fence with pistol pickets. He 
stalked in with an air of brutal insolence, 
and said to the colonel :

1 Are you the Tomahawk’s fighting 
editor?”

The colonel modestly allowed that he
was.

“I understand you keep a select bury- 
ing-ground of your own.”

“ Yes,” said the colonel, "  I  must ad
mit that I do find it necessary to keep a 
private cemetery.”

The ruffian reached down in his right- 
hand outside coat pocket, and lifted ont 
an immense old-fashioned revolver that 
bore a  striking resemblance to a young 
Gatling gun. He swggered up to the 
colonel, and banged the muzzle of the 
pistol down so savagly that it  made a 
deqpdent in the desk, and the words 
that accompanied the action were :

‘ Well, I’ve come to be buried in that 
graveyard ! ”

For the first (and last) time in his life 
the colonel weakened. I t  seemed to 
him that life had never seemed so sweet 
as just at that moment—a sentiment fos
tered, doubtless, by the knowledge that he 
was standing face ko face with a man 
who was fully determined to kill him. 
But if for an instant hia courage 
wavered, his suavity never forsook him, 
and he looked up with a smile :

‘‘ I am right sorry, my friend, that I 
ean’t accommodate you, but my graveyard 
is full. There really isn’t  room for an
other one.”

“ 1 was afraid you couldn’t find room 
•n it for me,” said the stranger, and he 
wrapped his words in a sneer that made 
the colonel think that life wasn’t  worth 
a cent. If the stranger had answered 
tue colonel with pleasant words, he might 
>ave retired on a great victory, but that 

sneer changed the whole programme, 
‘ne colonel reached under his desk to 
*“e P‘stol-8helf, and brought out a weap- 
*n that looked like the elder brother of 
tlle stranger’s shooting iron. The ex
pression of his face was changed, but he 
Went on talking in the same cheerful, 
measured way, just as though without 
toterruption he was adding to his previ- 
mw remark:

But though that one is closed, full, 
just opened a new cemetery, 

and my sexton has dug a sample grave 
hat 1 should think (here he ran hia eye 
«libera tely along the atranger from his 

40 his eyes, and fixed them there) 
would fit you.”
 ̂ Fhe stranger’s grip on himself was 

gone. The change had been too sudden

for him. Of all the crowd that the 
altercation had drawn into the room, the 
colonel was the first to realize the 
change, and most accurate in his esti
mate of its extent. He proceeded pleas
antly a$d deliberately:

“ Now, I may have conveyed to you 
when you first came in that this is not 
one of my regular slaughtering days, but 
at the same time if you insist_”

The colonel tugged at the hammer of 
his pistol, but the lock was rusty. 
Probably that rust saved the stranger’s 
life; he didn’t  insist, but turned and 
started off; and before the colonel could 
get his pistol to a full cock the stranger 
was on the other side of the door, walk
ing away, sad and thoughtful.

T H O U G H T L E S S N E S S .

He is not vicious, and he has no special 
malice in his hearf, but his tboughtles»- 
ness leads to more human misery than 
results from the premeditated wicked
ness of a  deliberate transgressor. On 
Saturday he scattered orange-peel on 
the stairs and lobby of oar building, and 
continued this along down the street as 
he went, occasioning several strains and 
one severe foil as his victims incautiously 
trod thereon. He belongs to a large 
family, all of which throw banana skins 
and orange-peel upon the pavement, not 
for the express purpose of endangering 
the life or limbs of the wayfarers, but 
because they have in their hearts no 
thoughtful regard for human welfare. 
His brother is the man who carries the 
umbrella over his shoulder, with the 
point well hack, which describes an arc 
of three feet as he swings his body in 
walking. Several persons have been in
jured in the face, one nearly lost his eye,, 
and a number of lesser grievances have 
been inflicted through his habits, but he 
didn’t intend to injure any one, although 
he will not stop the practice unless it is 
made criminal by act of the legislature. 
His own cousins, quite a number of them, 
are the men who cross their legs in the 
cars and omnibusses, thus wiping their 
feet on the dresses and pantaloons of 
their fellow-passengers. One of them is 
generally found in the cabin of the ferry
boat, either near the door or the narrow 
passage by the wheelhouae, where his 
protruded boot trips «very passer who 
does not go by him with great care. He 
wonld not put his feet on the floor and 
draw them in a little, while the throng 
goes by, to procure a life-membership in 
any one ot the great benevolent societies 
he so fondly patronizes in his Sunday 
contributions. His more distant rela
tives who stand tattling with a friend in 
the middle of the sidewalk, thus greatly 
obstructing the travel, or saunter slowly 
up the street with curved elbows, or 
whisk through a crowd with a cane 
under their arms, are all readily recog
nized without any fhrther description. 
They are a largo family, and they are 
nuisances in whatever community they 
take up their abode.

L E G  A  L -  T E N D E S  S I L V E R  D O L L  A  A

The bill reported and recommended for 
passage by the finance committee of the 
senate, in its tall text, is as follows :

There shall be coined at the mints of 
the United States a silver dollar, of 
weight four hundred and twelve and 
eight-tenths troy, of standard silver, the 
emblems, devices and inscriptions of 
which shall conform to those prescribed 
by law for gold and silver coins of the 
United States, with such modifications 
thereof as may be necessary to render said 
dollar distinguishable from the trade dol
lar, and in the coinage and delivery there
of the same deviations from the standard 
weight and fineness shall be allowed as 
are prescribed by law for the trade dol
lar, and said dollar herein authorized 
shall he a legal-tender at its nominal 
value for aay amount not exceeding 
twenty dollars in any one payment, ex
cept for customs duties and interest on 
the public debt, and the trade dollar 
shall not hereafter be a legal-tender. The 
secretary s f  the treasury is hereby au
thorized to exchange the silver dollars 
herein authorized for an equal amount ot 
United States notes, which shall be re
tired and canceled, and not be again re
placed by other notes, and all United 
States notes redeemed under this act 
shall be held to be a part of the sinking 
fund provided for by the existing law, 
the interest to be computed thereon as 
in the case of bonds redeemed under the 
acts relating to the sinking fund. Any 
owner of silver bullion may deposit the 
same at the miuts, to be taken a t its 
market value, to be ascertained, and the 
public announced from time to time by 
the director of the mint, with the ap
proval of the secretary of the treasury, 
and to be paid for either in silver dollars 
or gold coin, or United States notes. The 
bullion for the coinage of the said silver 
dollars may he procured in the mode pro
v id e d ^  as to othersilver coins by section 
826 of the revised itatutes, the gain and 
wastage to be accounted for as provided 
in said section.

R U S S IA .

T h e  P e U H e a l  O u t  l e e k  i n  t h e  T i e r ' s  D e -

The rumors of the approaching retire
ment of Emperor Alexander, of Russia, 
are flatly denied, still there is some reason 
for believing that his mind is affected. 
He is now fifty-eight years old—not far 
from the age a t which his father, the 
Emperor Nicholas, died. His ancle, Al
exander L, was only forty-eight at the 
time of his death. His grandfather Paul 
was fl—nnwinated a t forty-five. Had he 
been suffered to live out his days it 
not probable that his existence would 
have been greatly protracted, for he was 
a raving madman. Paul’s mother, Cath
erine, reached mxty-eeven, a greater lon
gevity than any sovereign of Russia since 
and including Peter the Great. I t  is true 
that Catherine and her predecessor were 
generally vidons in their habits. Mak
ing all due allowance for this fact, how
ever, it  may safely be concluded that the 
Romanoflh are not a very long-lived 
family. Paul’s insanity displayed itself 
in Alexander I.,in  the mild form of mel
ancholy. Nicholas was so fierce a t times 
that i t  may be doubted whether he 
always sane. His brother Constantine’s 
atrocities in Poland ought in charity 
to be regarded as the freaks of a lunatic, 
for there can be no possible explanation 
of, or excuse for, them on any other sup
position.

The reigning monarch has won the fa
vorable opinion of all foreign nations by 
his gentleness and his reforms. For an 
absolute sovereign, inheriting the usages 
and traditions of centuries of despotism, 
be has certainly displayed remarkable 
moderation and nobleness. I t  has been 
whispered that ot late years he has be
come a slave to  alcohol. I f  this be so 
the habit has not resulted in the desper
ate acts or the low debauchery of some 
of his male and female predecessors. I t  
is as likely to he the result as the cause 
of any ot his mental aberrations.

A nephew of the Emperor of Germany, 
1m is in warm sympathy with his rela
tive and with German institutions. His 
namesake and heir, a young man of thir
ty-one, is sud, on the contrary, to be 
thoroughly Russian in his mental and 
physical characteristics, and in his prej
udices. His features are those of his 
Sclavonic ancestors, and he hates Ger
many and all foreign influences. Should 
he succeed to the throne, the civilizing 
and refining influences from abroad

fhat of the English, and Japan teas are 
much more in flavor here than in Eng
land. Teas are known and dealt in in 
China by “ chop” names; thu*, a chop 
of Foochow, Moynne, or Fychow will 
each contain various kinds of tea, sack 
as those named here : Imperial, Young 
Hyson, Gunpowder and T wan key. 
Among the “ chop” names are: Foo 
Hing, Snly Hing. Qui Fun, Pan Fong. 
Ee Long, sad Fing Taj, the last named 
being the most celebrated of the green 
teas. A cargo of tea costing on board 
ship in China $35,000, has cost $72,000 
on arrival here, and then yielded a net 
profit of $23,000 by the cargo.

RELIGIÖS IS  THE TAMIL T.

Begin, my friends, with your children. 
Spear cheerfully, h a t reverently and 
solemnly, to them of the righteousne» 
of God. Tell them. He is their father, 
and tell them He is their judge. Show 
them His face of c e a p n ii  
His throne of retribution. Teach them 
that He loves the good ; tench them that 
He bates lying, Inst and all inquity, and 
that, for His goodness sake, He will 
sweep those who do not hate them finally 
into tribulation. Take care, yourselves, 
to touch not the unclean thing, so that 
your counsels to your sons and daughters 
be not a mockery. Shake off the first 
dishonest penny from your fingers, as the 
apostle shook the venomous viper into 
the fire. Stand in awe of your con
science; stand in awe of the King of 
kings. Expeet and welcome, from the 
ministry of Christ, searching messages. 
Pray for prophets who will rebuke you, 
as their ancient predecessors did Israel, 
for robbing man by any fraud, for rob
bing God by keeping back the offerings 
at His altar which He requires at your 
hands. And when we, yonr ministers, 
are weak, when our lips stammer, or our 
courage feiten, or our poor lives seem to 
empty our words of power, turn to old 
Isaiah, and listen to the burden of his 
advent vision: “ Hear, O Heaven, and 
give ear, O earth, for the Lord hath 
spoken. I have nourished and brought 
up children, and they have rebelled 
against me. Wash you ; make you clean. 
Seek judgment ; relieve the oppressed ; 
right the fetherless; plead for the 
widow. JjZion shall be redeemed with 
judgment, and her converts with right
eousness. Say ye to the righteous, it 
shall be well with them, for they shall 
eat the fruit of their doings. Woe unto 

which have been encouraged by his the wicked ; it shall be ill with him, for
the reward of his hand shall be given 
him. The mouth of the Lord hath 
spoken it.”

So c t h . — The re-

father will be frowned apon and stifled.
In one sense, such a result would be a 

misfortune, but eventually it may prove 
a blessing to the empire. Alexander H. 
has done wonders in allowing some traces 
of representative government, ba t his 
people are not satisfied. The burden of 
despotism is still too great, and one ex
treme has provoked another. The Nihil 
ist organization, which has caused great 
alarm in official circles, is spreading in 
many parts of the empire in spite of the 
efforts of the police. Its  members reject 
almost every, received religious and 
moral truth, and desire to carry into po
litical matters the same distinctive radi
calism which they entertain regarding 
theories believed by the mass of Christ
endom. I f  they have not imitated the 
deeds of the French revolutionists, it is 
only because they are waiting their time. 
I t  would he ruin to the country if  they 
were to have their way. They con ef
fectually be met only by the adoption of 
some fairly popular government which 
shall endow each citizen with rights 
worth contending for, and diffuse intelli
gence through all classes of the commu
nity. A t present the thoughtful Rus
sian has to choose between autocracy aad 
anarchy. The former may be endurable 
under an indulgent sovereign, but under 
a malicious tyrant i t  will soon become 
intolerable. There is no surer way of 
attaining this happy medium than by a 
revolt which shall overthrow the old- 
time tyranny and defeat the policy of 
half insane communists. I f  the heir-ap
parent succeeds to the throne, and does 
not agreeably disappoint public expec
tation, such a  revolt may be not merely 
a  probability, but a necessity.

T E A  T R A D E  S E C R E T S .

The New York Sunsays : In a tea suit 
before Judge Larremere, it was shown 
that the tea merchants employ “ tea 
tasters ” to make purchase« ; that in the 
export of teas from China the external 
marks on the packages are merely fancy, 
to attract the eye, as the custom of the 
market here may be, and that often they 
mark on the outside better than the tea 
really is. I t  by no means describes ac
curately the quality or grade of the tea 
contained in the box, as, for instance, the 
tea marked on the outside, “ English 
Breakfast Tea.” Such a name is not 
known in reality in the trade, and such 
a tea as that, as a tea, does not exist; it 
is either a Congou or Souchong, or some 
such class of tea. The American tarie 
for teas, it was said, differs entirely from

C a p it a l  i s  t h e  

peated cry of poverty from the south* is 
rather anomalous in view of a constant 
succession of good crops. The cotton 
now being marketed, has already reached 
3,813,000 hales and will probably ran 
up a total of 4,500,000 before Sept. 1. 
Tire exports of raw cottons to foreign 
countries has risen from 2,158,000 bake 
ia 1875 to 2,643,000 in 1876, the demand 
showing an unexpected elasticity. Of 
course, prices have been low, but the re
turn on the whole ought to profit the 
south. The Charleston News, however, 
complains that there is leas money in 
South Carolina now than there was ten 
years ago, and warns the agents of 
northern fertilizers that “ the planters 
are very poor” and can not invest. I t  
notes a tendency to rely on the small 
grains and make cotton an incidental 
crop. There ia wisdom in a  diversifica
tion of industry, but cotton must always 
be the chief reliance of tho cotton state* 
for profitable agriculture. Thrift is the 
great need, whatever the crop.

The Men Who Succeed Stewart 
ik  Busukesb.—Judge Hilton was Stew
art’s most intimate friend, and William 
Libby is the surviving partner. The 
latter is like the rest of Stewart's beet 
men—a broken merchant. He settled 
with his créditer«, entered the service of 
the great dry goods king, and rose to be 
partner. For several years previously, 
he had charge of the “ credits,” that is, 
no buyer could get a bill on time until 
approved by Mr. Libby. On becoming 
a partner, he was placed in charge of 
the wholesale warehouse and specially 
superintends safes. Both of these men, 
as designated managers of the estate 
under Stewart’s will, may expect great 
difficulties. Libby bas bad his hands 
frill thus far, but is now called to do 
Stewart’s work also. Hilton is an able 
lawyer, and will be of service in such 
capacity but nothing more. The con
cern is too vast for Libby or a  down 
like him to manage, and those who live 
five years will sc« a grand breaking np 
of the concern.

The “ telegraph pole** casein Phila
delphia has been decided against the 
company, the court granting an injunc
tion against the erection of poles on the 
streets named in the hill. In deciding 
the case Judge Thayer examined a t some

length the question whether the use of 
poles disfigured the city, readunr the 
onclurion that it  did, and telegraph 

companies ought to be compelled to lay 
their wires under ground. He cited the 
feet that there were 3,500 miles of under
ground wire in London as proof that it 
»  perfectly practicable to operate lines 
of telegraph in that manner.

married  WORTHS i s  SOCIETT.

In concluding a lengthy and dis
criminating editorial on the American 
custom of ignoring women aa soon ae 
they are married, the St. Loom Repub
lican pays married women the following 
merited compilaient, which we coamend 
to the young men of society: “ Why 
should married women be thus tabooed? 
The fact that they have taken another 
name and assumed other reapomtMlftiei 
does not deprive them of a single charm 
they had before. They can j u t
as well, converse ju st «  troll, and are 
just se agreeable in every respect ae be
fore they wore orange blossoms and d ip 
ped <m the plain gold ring. Yet unfern 
the husbands organize a mutual-atten
tion d u b  for the benefit of their wives, 
the latter usually have the dullest of 
dull times at parties, receptions, and 
hall». Young men, if they only knew 
it—but, unfortunately, they don’t  know 
it—can derive far more social and intel
lectual culture from a sensible married 
woman than from any except a select 
few of the unmarried sisterhood. They 
meet the former on a different plane ; 
three is no provocation to flirtation, ne 
inducements for the display of a .* 
pestiferous talent for small talk which 
girls are supposed to admire so modi ; 
they are put upon their mettle a t once, 
and if  they have brains above a  piano- 
stool most prepare to show them A n  
and there. An intelligent, warm-hearted, 
clear-beaded married woman is the best 
educator a young man can have. She 
has the faculty of taking the conceit out 
of him without irritating the cuticle of 
his pride. She can inject ideas into him 
without him suspecting i t;  die can eure 
him of some of the wrest forma of n »  
culine foolishness, without letting him 
know the necessity or the extent of the 
operation ; she can praire him without 
suggesting flattery, rebuke him without 
suggreting superiority; and she can 
make him wiser, happier and better 
without lease:ing his dignity or com
promising her own. No young man 
knows how much he doesn’t  know until 
some fortunate chance furnishes him 
with such a friendly counsellor. During 
the last twenty years we have recon
structed almost everything in this coun
try. Is i t  not time the reconstructing 
hand was laid upon that social embargo 
which leaves no room in A re A m  so
ciety for old women, and only wails and 
corners for those young oom who have 
had the courage and relfmerifiee to 
enter the holy bonds of wedlock? Where 
ia the intrepid soul, whether clad In 
broadcloth or silk, who will inaugurate 
this new, imperatively demanded and 
sure-lo be-successful csnmde for woman’s 
rights?”

Americas Waxes roe the Forjuok 
Markets.— England is offering a  wide 
field for the manufactures of this coun
try. Plated ware is sent abroad in largo 
quantities, and the demand is increwinj. 
“ Coals are sent to Newcastle”  in the 
shape of cutlery east to Sheffield. The 
stores are fall of our ware, i t  being hot* 
ter and cheaper than the home manu
facture. Our steamers go loaded with 
cheese—real “ Cheshire cheese” —in 
shape and look and taste of the orthodox 
pattern. The demand all over England 
is for the American article. The market 
for prints is increasing, and they are sold 
within sound of the English loom*. 
Cargoes of beef supply the English mar
ket, and the British workman, who does 
not taste beef from Christmas to O uist- 
mas, is blessing the young Joseph across 
the ocean whom storefaousea food hia 
hungry children. Even American faah- 
ions are in demand. The paper patterns, 
cut out of flimsy material—so flimsy 
that a Jersey justice turned a  plaintiff 
out of court because the wares were of 
no value—are now in demand in London, 
Paris, and Berlin.

“I  P lead G uilty.”—TheSon Antonio 
Herald mys ; The custom of appointing 
young lawyers to defend pauper crimi
nals received a ha ck-set the other day ia 
our district court. Hia honor, Judge 
Noonan, had appointed two young law
yers to defend an old and experienced 
hone-thief. After inspecting hia counsel 
for some time in silence, the prisoner rose 
in hia place and addressed the bench : 
** Air them to defend me ?” “ Yen, air,” 
said his honor. “ Both of them!** in
quired the prisoner. “ Both of them,** 
responded the judge. “ Then I  plead 
guilty.” And the poor devil took hia 
mat and sighed heavily.
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