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*  Cambridge, used to have a grand contest
every year in rhetoric and poetry, or per-
B, paps 1t were nearer the mark to call It
' syersification.” But the entrants for the
competition must be young men who ap-
proved themaselves highly, both In prose
and verse compesition, two of the gubjects
being an essdy In prose and a theme in
wverse. The one whone composition showed
the highest merit was adjudged laurea dn-
randus, his brow was publicly wreathed
with a laurel in the presence of all the
members of the university and hundreds
I of visitors, and ho was awarded ‘he
! proud title of poeta laureatus of his year,
I It was a title of distinction equal to, if
not greatar than, what is now known u.t‘
Cambridge as the “senlor wrangleship,
which has nothing of the clemont uf
swrangling” In ft, es it once liad, but is
merely the highest porition in mathe-
matics of the year.

Toward the end of the fourtenth er
abtut the beglnning of the fifteenth con-
tury, the universities diw antinued this
particular kind of competition, ard with
ft the name poeta laurentus. The court
then took up the title, {1 from about the
middle of the fifteenth contury (1450) the
Engllsh monarche uged to bave a poeta
Jaureatus attached to thelr royal houvse-
held, For over four hundred years, there-
fore, the poeti laurcate hus had no con-
nection with a university, but has beon
& “gradunted rhetorician,” as he has been
called, In the service of king or quesn
The nama of the first “poet laureate” of
a monarch s John Key, who obtained his
appointment from Edward 1V, but of
whom ungrateful time has preserveld no
furtlior record,

The remuneration of the laureateghip
was {10 ) and o tierce of banary

“wine: but the wine was commuted in  the
time of “Pob” Bouthey, as the irreverent
head of the “satanic school™ of poetry
characterizged Wordsworth's predecessor
in the luurenteship for an annual payment
) of (27 313y, The duty of the poet lau-
reate was to write an ode or pocem cele-
brating every anniversary of the birthday
of the rolgning sovereign: but George 111,
although he was not over-gifted In a
general way with good sense, had sonse
enough to sea the silliness of harnessing
up an aspiring Pegasas in this way, and
he removed all restrictions on the lau-
reate’'s subjects and allowed bim to write

on what he pleared,
e poelg laureate were tot poets of
v until 1610, when Jeohn Dryden
luster to the office. “Glorious
" was succeeded in the lnureateship
by a string of men who, ke the original
Jaureate, are merely so many names; or
it they have left anything behind them it

has been mostly gathered into Time's
willet ag alms for oblivion. Nahum
Tate (of the pxalmist firm of Tate &
Brady) was one of them; and Colley
Cibber, writer of bad and mangler of
good plays, was another. There weore
nlgo Nicholas Rewe, and Busden,

Whitehead, and Thomas Warton, and
the “Poetical Pye,” whom a mere men-

tion by biyron in his “Engiish Burds and
Beotch Reviewers” hos rescued from an
altogether deserved oblivion, Pye was
succeeded by “Bol'” SBouthey, Southey by
Wordsworth and Wordsworth by Tenny-
gon. It wiil thus be seen that there were
not many genuinge poets in the catalogue
raisonne of laureates--only three, Dry-
den, Wordsworth and Tennyson, unless
we were to allow Southey, contrary to
the delighttful decision in “The Vigion of
Judgment,” to squeeze himself in among
the vates sacri.

The gquestion that will now come up to
agltate the Enelish Government and
Queen and people will be, Who of the
poets now lving shall succeed Tennyson?
It would be needless to say thaot no oni of
them Is the peer of Tenyson, or gives any
promise of ever reaching any such level.
¥very one of the possible gucceessors to
the office §s considerably advanced in
years, the youngest of the sextette belng
over Aty s#o that it is probable that the
best work of every one of them is now
behind and not in front of him. Who-
ever may succeed In galning the distine-
tlon will suffer sudly by the comparison
that will immediately institute {tself he-
tweenr him and his predecessor. 1t will be
g0, no matter whether the lightning fall
on Bwinburne, on Willlam Morris, on
Alfred Austen, on Edwin Arnold, on
Lewls Morris, or on Hobert Buchanan.
These are the six who are supposed to
constitute the lst from which a selection
will be made. And, indeed, it would be
Aitficult to greatly extend the lst so as
to widen the area of choice.—~New Or-
Jeans Times-Democrat,

Tributes to Tennveon In Verse,
Easily fust among the tributes of the
English noets o their lute ehief js Mr. Dob.
scn'sowhich we taks from The Atheareuin:
ALFRED LORD TENNYSON,
EMIGRAVIT OCIOBER VI, MDCOXOIL,
Grlef thara will he, and may,
When King Apollo's bay
Is cut midwise;
Girlef that a song 1= stilled,
Grief for the unfulfilled
Bluger that dies,

Not so we mourn thee now,
Not so we grieve that thou,
Muster, art passed,

Bluce thon thy song didst ralse,
Through the full round of days,
E'en to the last,

Grief there may be, and will,
When that the sioger still
Siuks In the scog,

When that the winged rhyme
Falls of the promised prime,
Rulned aud wraug.

Not thus we mourn thee—-we—
Not thus we grieve for thee,-+
Master aud friend;

Bince like a clearing flame,
Clearer thy pure song came
E'en 1o the end.

Nay--not for thee we grieve
E'en as for those that leave
Life without name:

Lost as the stars that set,
Empty of wmen's regret,
Ewmpty of fumne.

Rather wo count thee one
Whe, when hls race s run,
Laveth him down
Calm—through all eoming days
Filled with a nation’s pralse,
¥illed with renown.

~—AUSTIN DOBSON.

TH following sonnet, which occurs in
The Athenaeum's obltuary notice of Lord
Tennyson, is evidently from the prolific
band of the writer of that artiele, Mr,
Theodcre Watts. Note the modest of the
“at least:"

“A friend of his who. visiting him on his
blrthdur, discovered him thus standing at
the door to weleome him. has described hig
unigue appearance In words  which are
Uterally wecurate at least:

| 4 voet should be Hmned in vouth, they say,
, Or elss In prime, with eycs and forehead
beaming
or ml;shwr- noon—the very body seem-
'y
To lend the apirit wings to win the H
But bt::‘ stunds he whose noontlde ::m
uye,
Whose eyes, where past and futnre both

are
With lore  beyond all youthful poets’

lon‘l‘l:: from shores of some far-glittering

Our master's prime Is now—| 3
Our star that wastes n'::;n.l':: mfu

cf night
Holds Ndture's dower undimmed in

e 1 Time's desplie:

=
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Direations for Dancing the Oxford Miouet, r ri

Hands.—Now, starting with
return to place with same

Change
ght fcot,

Position the same as in “Military Schot- | gons  apding with left foot in fourth

tische.” To begin, hold hand well up as |

in minuet, |

Explanation for Gentlemen,—Extend left
fool to fourth position (arching instep,
toe pointed to floor), step on same foot— |
count 1; repeat with right—2; with left— |
2: turn quarter round to right on ball of
1eft foot and exteud right to fourth posi- !
tlon, facing purtner—count 4.

position and facing partper—<count o, 6,
7, & Btep one pace to the left with lert
foot—count L. Cross right foot in front in
fourth position—count 2. (Note.—At count
of 2 raige hands, gentleman bending from |
the walst to right.) Step one pace to
right with right foot—count 3. Cross left
foot In front in fourth position—count 4.
{(Note.—At count of 4 lower hands, gentle-

to left.) Step
left foot

man bending from waist
one pace to left again with
count & Cross right foot in
fourth position—count 6. Step one pace
to right with right foot—count 7. Draw
left foot back and salute—count 8, (Note.

The gentlemen will put right hand on
heart when bowing.)

Second Part (galop).—8tep forward with
left foot. 1. Cross right foot in front of
left, toe polnted to floor and hop on left
foot. & Repeat same movement to right,

front to |

beginning with right foot—count 3, 4.
Repeat this movement with left and right
foot—count 5, 6, 7, 8 (Note.—Goentleman's

left hand to lady's right for this move-
ment, swaying hands and form with
rhythm of the step and musie. For next

position.) Galop (waltz
pesitlon)—Count 1, 2, 3 4 1o left, ending
with welght on left fomr, Galop to right—
Count 5, 6, 7. 8 ending with weight on
right Repeat from the beginning
of the galop movement to finish,

movement waltz

Where every furrow Time hath dared to
plough

Shines u new bar of still dimmer light.

Unweleome Visitors.

A resident of this city yesterday called
4 mind a few Interesting anecdotes of
Lord Tennyson, The gentleman in ques-
tion bhas a friend residing in London,
George Conell, a sculptor, who was per-
mitted by the poet laureate to mitke his
bust, a privilege granted to no other Lon-
don artist for many years, and it wuas
this urtist whe reluted to the Detroiter
many of the poet’'s ec entricities. The
sculptor was a frequent visitor at the
poet's house, Lor Hallum Tennyeon, as
well as his father, took & great inter-
est in art matters.

Lord Tennyson was soclahle with a few
intimate friends, but he always enter-
tained a profound contempt for hores,
Lavish admiration from sirangers WwWas
especially offensive to him. Seen in his
home, the poet presented 4 somewhat un-
couth appearance, as he never, or seldom,
trimmed his beard, and when he was
walking in his garden in a reverie those
who understood his disposition understood
that he did not wish te be disturbed,
This trait was Hlustrated one day, when
two lndies, who had made a pilgrimage
to eee his home, approached his guate.
Thay saw the poet walking slowly in his
tittle domain, smoking his plpe, and seem-
ingly lost in reverie. Although they were
gtrangers, they finally plucked up cour-
age and entered the grounds, 'The old
man frowned when they approached, for
he had peen a good deal bothered of late
by inguisitive visitors who came to look
&t him as one gazes upon i curioslty.

“Lord Tennyson?" sald one of the ladles
fn her soflest tone.

“Yes,” he responded.

“Oh, we are so glad to see you, We
have come from afar to see you. We
have read your poems, and wanted to sebk
the writer."

The poet laureate only frowned.

“But we fear we are trespassing. We
have no right to enter your grounds, but
we couldn't resist. Indeed, we couldn't.”

“yes"

“1 know 1t s anwarrented, but really,
vou underatand—the temptation was too
grent, 1 fear that we are great in-
truders."’

Here the poet blew a whiff from his
pipe.

““Well, why don't you go, then?' he re-
marked.

It is needless to pay that the ladies de-
parted. At the gate one of them paused
and gazed back at the laureate, who wasg
once more walking slowly around his
grounds.,

“What an old bear!” she sald.

Aganin, while at dinner, Tennyson was
not very talkative, except on occasions,
However, there were often gathered at his
board muany Interesting people, whose
conversation he undoubtedly enjoyed, al-
though he did not always give evidence
of the fact. One day there were a num-
ber of persons present, and the conversa-
tion, 1ed by the son, Hallam, turned upon
Carlyle. A number of Interesting stories
were recalled, and then one of the guests
alluded to an attack that had appeared
In the press on Carlyle's character, The
accusations were referred to, and as the
conversation bacame more animated, the
poet shifted uneasily In his chalr. Then
he remarked:

“Why can't they let a man alons when
he's dead?”

That was all he =ald Auring the dinner,
and it was evident that his mind had sud-
denly become filled with mournful fancles,
for all the afternoon he walked in his gar-
den, morogely smoking hils pipe. He was
by no means a cynle, however, although
possessed to a marked degree of that es-
sentlally English characteristic—exclu-
slveness,—Detroit Visitor,

Titerary Notes.

Mr. W. L. Alden, forerly the *funny
mun® of the New York Times, a writer
of buys' stories and late American Cun-
sul-General at Rome, has just written a
noveleite with the title “A Logl Eoul.”
Those famillar only with Mr. Alden's
humorous pen will be surprised to find
him the author of a tragedy such us this,
and & book whose pecullaritites will
exclude It from the family circle and the
Bunday-school lbrary.

At u speclal meeting held at Albany on
Beptember 26th the regents of New York
Stute Unlversity promoted the Rev. Dr.
Anson J. Upson, professor of sacred rhet-
oric and pastoral theology in the Auburn

chancellor;

o A

offered resolutions
appreciation of
abili-

Watson
the regents’
the high character, distingulshed
ties, eminent public services and most
efMcient labor in the board of their late
colleagues, Chancellor Curtis and Francis
Kernan, and naming December 14th as

cellor. Mr,
expressing

the date for a memorinl meeting.
Fitch was appointed 1o prepare an ad-
dress upon George Willlam Curtis, and

Mr. Watson one upon Fruncis Kernan.
The work of the regints is of coasidora-
blg importance, and the post of chan-
cellor is by no means an honorary one.

Mrs. John A, Logan 15 quoted fn Chi-
cago a8 saying: “"Wallace Bruce, our Con-
sul to Edinburgh, has suggested that Miss
Jear Armour Burns-Brown, great grand-
datLghter of the poet, occupy the Burhs
collage, and I shill ask the board to set
aslde a fund for her tranportation to and
fr.m the Exposition, snd to cover her
expenses while her.”

The Oliver Ditson Company, of Bes-
ton, I8 the defendant In the first suit
brought under the new Copyright law In
the United States Circult Court in Massa-
chugetts. It 18 by Novello, BEwer & Co.,
of London, The blll sets forth that the
plaintiffs printed In London, In 15891, sev-
eridl songs, of which they sent printed
coplés to the Librarlan of Congress with
& request that the title and musie be
copyrighted, it not being clalmed that
the words were subject to a copyright.
Simultaneously with malling the coples
to the llbrarian the musle was published
for the first time in England and the
United States, the printing all baving
been done In London, A copyright was
granted by the Librarlun of Congresd,
The claim of the defendant Is that the
copyright on the plaintiff’s publication is
invalid because the Internationnl Copy-
right law has not been complisd with.

Bilver, Burdett & Co., of Boston, have
just published a work entitled “‘Six Cen-
turies of English Poetry,” by James Bald-
win, Ph.D. This book is one of a geries
of “Select English Classlcs,” to be pre-
pared by the same author, covering varl-
ous departments of English literature,

An admirable portralt of Mr. T. B, Ald- |
rich, from a Cox photograph, appeared
in Bun and Shade for September, and o |
less admirable one of Mr. Whittler in
the October number.

!
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The Sheffield, England, Independent
says that offers were made from both
Chicago and New York to purchase the
famous Althorp Library before Mra, Hy-
land's offer was made, Her offer wus
very much less than the sums offered
by the other intending purchasers, but
Earl Spencer did ngt want the library
to leave the country.

Xavier Marimier, traveler and lttera-
teur, born at Pontarller June 24, 180, 1s
reported dead. In his twenty-first year
he published his first work, “Poetical
Bketches.,” He visited Germany jn 1832,
and thereafter made forelgn tours in the
interest of the Government to make ar-
chaeological Investigations. In 1870 he was
admitted to the Academy in the room of
M. de Pongerville. He wrote voluml-
nously on his travels,

Leelle Btephen, through Professor
Charles Ellot Norton, has presented to
the Library of Harvard. University the
original manuseript of Thackeray's
“Roundabout Papers."

As the stock of letters written by the
Carlyles to other people¢ is nearly ex-
hausted, other people's letters to the
Carlyles are now appearing in book form.
The first-comer in this new field {s Mrs.
Ireland, who is editing for the Longmans
“Selections from the Letters of Miss
Jewsbury to Jane Welsh Cariyle.”

Mrs. Erving Winslow, who gave last
year at the Unlversity of Pennsylvania &
caurse of lectures on the early English
dramatists, 18 about to repeat the course
in Boston, at Pierce Hall, Copley Square.

The Baker & Taylor C'o, have in press
“Interlinear Shorthand,” by ¥, 8. Hum-
phrey, and “Greeley on Lincoln,* edited
by Joel Benton, who brought to light the
notable judgment of the President by the
editor of the Tribune, This addreas will
be supplemented by many letters from
:‘r;ngmhy to Mr. Dana and to a lady

Nogv is the Time,

Now is the time to ha winteroloth.
Ing mhd‘-:nd ﬁ:'lihhumd Steam-

ng, and
o e Pl i T

o, propristor.

AN ARTISTIC TRIUMPH.

THE REVIVAL OF “DIPLOMACY."

Charles Coglan's Wonderful Impersonation
of the Character of Henrl Beanc|=rc,
Bndle Martinot,

A fortune awaits the manager who shall
get together 1 high grade stock company
for the presentation of serious drama in
New York city. This conviction has been
forced upon me by the favor with which

ROSE COGITLAN,
the revival of Sardou’s “Diplomacy” at
the Star theater has been received. With
an ordinary lot of players this drama
would exercise a soporific effect upon the

average intelligent theater goer. With
the aggregation of artists now presenting

it in New York it is an absorbingly inter- |

esting play, even though the first act is by
compariscn with the others deplorably
welk.

There is no stronger theatrical organiza- |

tion in the United States today than the
ope headed by Ross and Charles Coghlan,
which includes Frederie Robinson, Robert
Fischer, John T, Bullivan, Sadie Martinot,
Mme, Von Trautman, Beatrice Moreland
and Mabel Eaton. It is therefore not sur-
prising that *'Diplamacy"’ is a success.
While Miss Coghlan is the “chief star”
of the company, “Diplomacy” is so essen-
tially & “man’s piece” thut the honors are
borne off by the male members of the cast.

| Her conception of the character of the ad-

venturess, Zicka, and her impersonation of |
the role of the woman, the nature of whoso |

very love i8 tigerish, demoustrates that
ghe has no superior in this line of work.
Another thing which will doubtless cora-
mend Miss Cogllan to the favor of the
Jadies is her dressing of the character. No
one who has seen her has failed to admire
her gorgeous costumes,

“He acts best who acts least.” Doubt-
less following out this theory Charles
Coghlan has created an impression as Henrl
Beauclerc which will stand him in good
stead in the future. He dominates the
whole play. despite the fact that Captain
Julian Beauclere (Mr. John T. Sullivan)

gadly marred by the lack of earnestness
and sincerity of manner. It has the Seylla
of overdoing on one side and the Charyls
dis of uuderdoing on the other, but Mr,
Robinson managed to steer safely through
the parrow chiannsl of art without even
grazing either of the dangerous shores.

CHARLES COGHLAN
Ar. John T. Sullivan as Captain Jullan
Besuclere was the least good of the prom-
fnent members of the comipany, Somebow
or other his emotion reminded me vividly
of an amateur exhibition of fireworks
which I once attended. All of the big xet
pieces exploded prematurely and marred
the effect of tha plctures of which they
were parts, while the little ones which were
get off ut the proper time had been damp-
ened by udrizele pnd did not yield the deto-
pition which had been expected of them,
Besides Mr. Sullivan struts as though he
bad rhieumatism, jerks his head sideways,
as if suffering from stiff neck, and gasps
when simulating despalr like a man sorely
afflicted with asthma, And sll this iscer
tainly not artistic. Still Mr. Suilivan is
considered a good actor, and he would be
if Lie did not apparently so enthusiastically
indorse this opinion of his own abilities,
With n mediocre company Mr, Sullivan
might shine as a substar, but in the aggre-
gation pow at the Star theater his self
consciousuess and maunerisms are brought
by contrast into unpleasant conspicuity,
Sadie Martinot surprised me by her
elever emotional work, 1 expected her to
be excellent in the ingenne touches, and
she was; but I also looked for a compara-
tive collapse in the scenme with her hus-
band, where she learps that he suspects
her of huving stolen the tracing from bis
dispatch box. There, however, she demon-
stmated that she 18 & remarkable little
womau, for she went through the scene
just as though she had been used to that
class of work all ber life, and she made a
big bit too. Gcraves Coury.

Prepared Refusals for Deadheads.

A represeptative of the London (Eng-
land) Piccadilly professes to have seen the
“special printed refusals, worded differ-
ently, according to their social rank,”
which are sent to would be “deadheads™
by the Empire management. Here s the
sort of thing sent to the seventh cousin of
& ballet girl or super: ‘“'I'he management
begs to say that the free list is entirely
suspended,” The following is for a free
seat hunter in the middle ranks of Life:
“Owing to the mm:iou;a sticoess dt?:
present programme ao the consequen
mdﬁo:mlmm the general public, 1
regret that | am prevented {rom comply-
ing with your request.” Thisis for a mem-
ber of the foreign aristocracy who wauts
to get in for nothing: “The manager of the
Empire theater hastens to acknowled
the letter with which the Baron de Bilk-

has favored him, and also to ex-
plain that, in consequence of the enormous
demand which at present exista for
he is reluctantly compelled to deny
himself the bonor of the baron's presence
on the evening named.”

Speaking of Sullivan's book, the London
: “Sullivet's account of

it

parative etfulness those who have 5.
ready made their marks. Two remarkat .,
examples of the correctness of this star,
| ment are now living in the United Si41..
Both are very old, and both were once 4 |
powerful in their respective flelds of .,
deavor. -
Living quietly in the village of Whii,
Plains u; an ald gentleman who can clajm
the distinction of having been one of 14,

JASPER T. VAN VLECK.

| original founders of the present mread

banking house of Drexel, Morgan & (n

Jasper T. Van Vieck has just celebrated

his eighty-first birthday. He was born in
| New York city Sept, 8, 1811,

Al the age of sixteen he became a rlerk
in the State bank at Newark, N. J.. and
after several years' trainiog entered the
office of Rufus N. Nevins, his nncle, at the
southwest corner of Wall and Willinms
streets, New York

The volume of business on Wall street

| was at this time insigniticant, Hardly ona
| of the exchange oflices—as they were
| called—had a dollar of capital. Nevins
had come from Middletown, Conn., and
| was the correspondent of varions Connecti-
cut banks, In 1897 the baoking and bhro
kerage house of Nevins, Townsend & Co,,
which bad been founded by him, failed for

the misernhle little sum of 85,000,

After this Van Vieck worked for several
years in the banking houses of John P
Smith & Co., and Houghtom, Merritt &
Co. Abont the year 1842 he started in the
banking business upon his own account
without a penoy of capital, He began buy-
ing uncurrent bank wotes, borrowing the

| mtm of 85,000 from day to day. He paid for
this accommaoiation seventy cents a dav,
and also agreed to give to the bankers the
nnenrrent money he purchased, [iis
method of conducting business was unigu
The money borrowed from Drew, Hobi
son & Co, he deposited in the Phenix
bank. He would then draw his check (or
the amount of uncurrent or state bank
money purchased. To keep his bank
count from being overdrawn, Lis elerk,
Frederick vhite, lnte of White, Morris &
Co., would tuke the purchases of uncurrent
money promptly to Drew, Hobinson & (o,
and receive payment therefor directiy
Thus be was ensbled to turn the 85000
over and over again, and at five minntes to
8p. m. tomuke a final deposit, draw
check for #5000 on the bank and return tue
loan.

About 1852 A. J. Drexel, of Philadelphia
offered to put up £125,000 against Van
Vieck's capital of §35,000, The offer was
accepted and a copartnership entered into
under the firm oame of Van Vieck, Read

& Drexel. This firm did a very large bosi-
pess. About twenty years ago Jusper T

Van Vieck retired (rom it, and bas ever
since lived the life of a country gentleman,
The hoase has since become famous as
Drexel, Morgnn & Co.

No one who sees Mr, Van Vieck today
would take bim for an octogenarian, e
is the oldest of the flve patriarchs of Wall
| street yet living who began their carcers

as clerks in 1852,

Nuthaniel 8. Barry is the oldest living
| ex-governorin the United States. If his
life shall be spared until Sept. 1, 1896, he
will have ronnded out a full century, Gov-
ernor Barry was born iv Bath, Me., &nd
was left an orphan when he was but six
years old. Kind hearted people cared for
him until he was about thirteen, when he
set out for himself, locating finally in Bath,
| N. H., where Lie apprenticed himself to a

taoner and currier, which trade he followed

for many years after Le bad become o jour-
| peyman,

In 1541, without solicitation on his part,
Mr. Barry was appointed judge of the
court of common pleas for Gralton eounty.
In 1850 he beeame judge of probate, serv-
fog until 1861, when bLe was elected gov-
ernor of New Hampshire, He bad pre-
viously been & member of the legislaiure
and state senate for six terms each.

NATHANIEL 8. BANRY.

Mr. Barry had very little schooling ex-
cept what he could obtain in edd hours
| and at night. Self instruction and keeu
| observation have, however, made him

particularly well informed man. He was

married in 1521, when he had just started
in business as & tanner and currier ot

Hebron. He bas not smoked for thirty

years, has never drunk intoxleating liquor

since 1820, and has been A consistent mens

| ber of the Methodist church for threescore
years and ten. He is still in full posses-
:n of bis mental faculties u:lhp:lydmm‘
ite vigorous, considering vanced
qg.. He lives iu Bristol, N. H., where he
s now ed in writing a story of Lis

early s

" The Brute!

“Doctor, what is the meaning of the pe-
euliar formation behind a baby’s ear?”

»w



