X CENTENNIAL CELEBRATION

The Blues the Third Oldest Company In
Tais Country,

A FOBLE CAREER OF I HONDRED YEARS

Falthful to Ita Country, Unswerving in Its
Daty, Upholding the Esprit Du Corps,
the Organization Enjoys tne Highest
Esteem Among Virginlans.

IS week will
mark a nDew
ern in the va-
ried and bril-
liant history of
the Richmond
Light Infantry
Blues,

For weesks
end months the
admiring
friends, retired

veterans and
active members
of the third

oldest volunteer company In the TUnited
Biates have looked forward with pride and
pleagiure to the time when the hand-
somoest military body in the Old Domin-
fon would do honor to her past career
by celebrating In a manner befitting the
occasion the one hundredth anniyversary
of her existence, 'The time has arrived,
and the detalls of the festivities have
been arranged with that taste and com-
plefeness for which the company has al-
wava been known.

KHichmond looks back with pride upon
the past career of the Blues, Men whose
annmes have been gynonyms  of chi-
alry, honor and herolsm have led the
company Into the thick of the fray, and
Lrave sons of the Old Dominlon have
marehed to the very brink of the cannon
under her victorious flug. Her members

have suffered hardships, defeat and
depih. Humblistion or disgrace, never.

Iler future, too, §8 ns bright as her
past ts memorable, 1 the storm
cloudn of several wars have swept over
her forces and struck down in the midst
of trillinnt military carcers many of
thoss who proved an honor to  their
count nd an Inspiration to their
Ot ¢, sha still stands as a peer
among military organizations, chival-
rous in time of peace, unswerving in

the duties of true galdlery, and ever will-
Ing and ready to step upon the scene of

turmoll and strife for the protection of
her friends, her country and her citlzens’
rights.

On  piblic and festlve oceasions the

Blues have always attracted general at-
tentlon  They are an excellently drilled
body, and skilled in all the movements
of military tactics. There 1g8 a certain

uniformity of appearance and unity of
actlon about the ecompany which few,
if any other, military companies have.
On ocenslons of public  festivity the
hindsome  uniforms, pleturesgque  hats
and gencral bearing of the men nover

fail 1o be the subject of much comment,
and no wonder that Richmond should
teel proud of the Blues, with thelr glor-
fous past, thelr honorable presencé and
their encouraging future.  They are a
fine body of men, and they number thelr

{friends by the thousands, thase hand-
some, chivalrous, soldierly fellows, whose
name pnid achiovements hoave been so
closely Mdentifled with the brilllant mill-
tary record of the Army of Northern

Virglniu
The Richmond Light Infantry Bluesa Is

one of the oldest volunteer compantics
(which hus been In continued service) in
the United States. Like the mozg-cov-
ered Lucket, revered for s age, It is
now cherished for its antiquity and as
the young green moss grows healthy npon
the old bucket, so the youth of this

clty. who have taken the pluces of the
arn of other days, put forth their
vigparous lmbs, renewing the lfe of the
old glock and keéeplng allve the splrit of
formor times.

jent

The First Recornd.
The date of the formation of the com-

pany cannot be precisely ascertained,
The reglster of the company officers In
the service of the State prior to the
year 176 has been lost, and the earliest

yecard of the company hag its date about
Jutter end of that year, but sufficient
& has been gathered to establish

medal Is bestowed upon the member who
provas himself the best rhot.

The regimental coat was the same worn
by the old Continental officers. The cap
was » sugar-loafed fur hat, with a gray
fox tall from the front to the rear over
the top, a leopard skin around the brim
over the fox tall, tled with x biue rib-
hon behind, and an oval tin-plata in
front, having an eagle and stars painted
upon it and the name and date of the
company, with a long plume of black
feathers tipped with white; a cockade of
leather on the loft side In form of & half
circle with rays.

Folities in the Company.

About the close of the adminlstration
of the elder Adams, when party epirit
was at its helght, much diseord prevall-
ed in. the company. The politics of the
dny
Each party desired to have officers of
its own politics, and each desired the en-
tire control of the affairs of the com-
pany. At last, however, ke the patri-
archs of old, they mutually agreed to
geparate In peace, and the one party
gald to the other: “Let there be no strife
between me and thee; 1f thou wilt take
the left hand, then I will go to the right;
or, if thou depart on the right hand,
then I will go to the left."”

Thus two companies were formed out ¢f
the one, and ench gaining accessions
from the parties of the day, both be-
Cimne respec 1¢ in numbers. The Rich-
mond Light Infantry Blues retained thelr
officers  then In command, who wera:
Captaln  Richardson, Licutenant John
Dunsmore and Ensign Henry 8. Shore,
The other party formed a new com-
pany, which they styled “The Repubil-
enn Blues " and elected John Dixon cap-

tain, Joshua West e ant, and Rich-
ard Thompeon ensign, The 1 : be
tween the two comptunies only

to keep allve their miiltary ardor
Repulilican Blues lived for many
but were finally disbanded, the orig
Light Infantry I3 company oot -
ing Its onward ¢ or with undiminished
energy and patriotlsm.

TIIE FIRST A

yEArs,

il

CTIVE BERVICE.

The Blues Asaist in Koeping the Slaves
in Check.

The first active service to

the State was In the year 130, Un Au-

gust 30th of that yesr Information was

rendered

| recéived by the Governor of the Btate,
| that an extensive Insurrection of the
glaves wi contemplated, and that it
| was to toke ¥ during the night fol- |
| lowing that day. information hnv-
ing been derived from two slaves who
could be relled o and the plan of ¢ 1=
tlons having been somewhat developed,
the Executive took immediate steps to
encounter the danger,

The Nineteenth i Thirty-third regi-
ments of militia being those in Rich
mond and ftg immediate vicinity, we
ardersd to hold themselves in readiness.
The companies attached to the Nine-

snt, of which the Blues con-

teenth regin

stituted a part, immediately paraded,
apd in one hour after the order was
| is=ued, ;.'-|.r|r1--'! themeelves re r for

service. The plan of the insurréction had

re mingled with company matters. |

been well devised, and had jt been ex- |

souted, would have resulted in mu h
bloodshed, The slaves had elected a
weneral and other officers, !

contemplated assembling &
west of the olty, and in t
firlng several wooden buildines in the
lower part of the town. When the eltl-
wens should have assembled at the fire,
the sluves intended make an effort
to take possession of the public arms,
and to murder every mile ¢l his
defenseless condition, ns he v
the fire, or 48 he co 1d be caught
private home. On that evening, however,
there fell the heaviest rain that had ever
been known n Virgir and In a few
Houra the smallest stréams were swollen
to such an extent as to be whoily im-
I ihle,

o

at 1|

| * The providential Interference wnrked on
the superstitions fears of the glaves,
and brought about an abandonment af
thelr deslgns for that night nd finding
afterwards from the prepn o
in the city that their schemes ! il e
detected, and thelr generdl nd otl

| ring-lenders in the conspiracy having
heen captured and executed,
gaw  thelr whole plan frus
tranquillity was onee i » rest
Siate, The troops were in {
August 3th to October 15th, and were

| then discharged.

thiat the compuny existed scv-
erpl years prior 1o that time, Geo
Vitt and Zalma Rehine we J
of that mwoble band that ref .
company. The former was om s |
oldest and most respectable cit 18 0 |
Richmond, nnd the latter a worthy resl- |
dent of Baltlmore, Mr, Witt was the
gocretary of the company in 1750 and Mr,

Hohine it second corporal, By these two

gentlemen it has been ascertained that
the company was in existence prior to
1708, probably since 1783 gr 1789,

At the commencemont of the organiza-
tion g uniform consisted of scariet coats
with white trimmings, but, In conse-
quence of the prejudice then existing to
the uniform, but few could be Induced
to become members, and 11 was a great
struggle to Keep the company In exist-
ence. In Aprll, 176, It was reduced to
about twenty men, and had not many
public-spirited  cltizens  détermined  to
make an effort to sustaln it, the company
would hiave been disbanded.

At the instance of these citizens a meet-
fng of the company was held, and it
was declded to discard the scarlet coat
and to adopt the blue coat trimmed with
white in its stead, As soon ns this deter-
minatlon was known, upwards of sixty
of the most respectable citizens of Rich-
mond became members, A new cleciion
of officers took place by consent of the
old members, and the whole corps was
thoroughly reorganized. Willlam ich-
ardson, the first captain of the company,
wnis re-elected, and other officers nd
gary to complete the organization were
choeen as follows: G ze Richardson,
lleutenant: Robert MceCartney, ensign;
Alexander Yuille, first sergeant; John
Dunsmore, second sergeant; James Cron-
1ey, third sergeant; Munuel Judah, fourth
sergeant;: Francls Hyland, first corporal,;
Zalma Rehine, second corporal; Henry
Hall, third corporal; James Warden,
fourth corporal; George Watt, secretary.
At this period the name of the company
was the “Richmord Light Infantry,” but
after the change of the coul from red to
Plue they were called *“The Hlues™ and
this nate gevms to have been added to
the other by genersl consent.

The Anniversary Fixed.

On the fist Monday of May, 1733, the
compuny paraded with sIxty-two men,
and in & ghort time their numbers in-
ereased to upwards of eighty. From the
Militln Register, in the Executive Depart-
ment of State, It appears that the oMcers
elected the preceding months were com-
missioned on the 10th of May, and, this
belng the frst date on record when the
existence of the corps was recognized
by the State, the 1ith ol May has becn
gelected us its annlversary. For many
yours this day has been kept as a day
of festivity, when the old friendships
are renewdd and strengthened, old scenes
talked over und revived, when the old and
honorary members meet with the new
and keep alive the “esprit du corps,”
so essential to the prescrvation of all
military companfes, It {# pleasant to
listen to the story and the song, and to
Join in ‘the merry laugh over the glad-
some tales of other days, This {s the
day, 100, when the company practices its
target Sxing. on which accasion & sllver

Vralsed by the Governor.

Governor Monroe, In his messa; to
the succeeding Legislature, In In T,
uses the following complimentary 11
gunge to those who hud bean  mustered
foto service: 1 cannot too much VT

i this

mend the conduct of the militin o

ovcaslon. They were obedient to ord
exnct in thelr discipline and prompt g
the execution of every duty that was
eqjoined on them. Thelr fmMprevennt
was rapld, and far X veding

I had ever witnesseéd, Nor can 1t
doubited, hnd a or occurred, they W 14
h 1.:..\.1] as llirn I il in
netlon as they wern patient g nd perse-
viering in 1he dischurge of every dm

On June £33, 1807, the men
tnck by the Fritish £l
“Legpard,” Captain Humphrey «
ini, was made upon the United States
frigate Chesapenke, comma T
modore Barr The info r

nd

rench

cnpture

evening, June
Mondny the Blues were
at the Bell Tavern,

resolutiong were adopte

+ dead of night |

| first

| with

§th, and arriving In Portsmouth on the
next Sunday evening. In consaquence
assurances from General Mathews, that
the militia that had already been called
into service, would be amply sufficient to
repel any force that could be landed, the
Infantry from Richmond and Petersburg
wera ordered to be discharged, their ser-
vices being no longer required.
Home Agnino.

From the mewspapers published fn
Rickmend ut that time It appenrs that
the Richmend Light Infantry Blues and
the Republirsn Blues returned to the city
on Jubly 2th, and” were escorted into the
clty by the new Captain Hallam, by the
artillery Captain Street and the different
military companles of the city. On their
return home a dinner was tendered them
by the companies which remained at home,
and much good feellng was clicited on
the ceeasicn. They wera on duty only
twenty doys, By the pay-roll It appears
they numbered 94, 11 commissloned and
non-rommisstoned officers and 81 privates,

On May 6, 179, the Blues adopted a set

of rules and regulations for the futurs |

government of the company. These reso-
lutlons provide that each applicant must
be recommended by at least one member,
and approved by at least three-fourths
of the company. The person &5 recom-
mendal 18 to bhe balloted for on the pa-
rade. Fach officer and soldler has to pay
one dollar on the day of his first parade,
and thereafter nine pence per month to
defray the necessary expenses,

Every member who shall fall to attend
parnde, dresged In the following manner,
to-wit; *“Regimental cap and coat eclpanly
brushed, white walsteont, breaches and
stockings, black galters or half boots,
bhiack knee bands and black stock, with
thelr halr combed, powdered and turned
up behind, f zhaved, musket and
btayvonet bright and eclean, together with
cartouch hox and bayonet case in proper
arder,” ghall forfelt nnd pay the sum of
three pence threa farthings for each artl-
cle deficient or in Improper eondition,
and any commissioned officer. guilty of
a gimilar offense, shall pay six times the
gum imposad on a private,

The First Rosier.

The following Is a lst of those who
were members of the BElues at that time,
and who signed the rules and regulations:

Willlan Richardson, eaptain: CGeorge
Rlchardson, lisutenant; Robert Maecart-
noy, enslgn; Alexander Yullle, first ser-
geant; John Dunsmore, second sergeant;
James Cronley, thir sergeant; Manuel
Jirdah, fourth sergeant; Frar

I ‘ie Hyland,
first corporal; Zalma Rehine, secn J

poral; H. Ball, third corpor

| Warden, fourth corporal; Jesse y
ton, John Melntire, John Flavin, Ispne
Colestwry, ¥ras Tomnpkins, John Tollas

Charles Pinkney, James Clark, James I
Cuspck, James Pearman, James Warrock,
John Trower, John Lester, John Collins,
Humphrey Dabney, George Watt, ¥, Me-
Clatchy, Robert Bell, John Bawman, Wil-
liam Cook, John Darrous, Jn s Nimmano,
Benjamin Shapley, Boh Mort Richard
P. Courtney, Jarmes Macmlllar, Archibald
Imlzel, John Foster, John Taylor, J. K.
Read, Thomas White, James Walsh, Wil-
liam Prichard, James Boulton, William
?{nr-.-!.d. Ként Whyte, Willle Jones, Thos.
ireon,

At a suhzequent meeting, held at Mr.

| Moondy's tavern, regulantions were passed

establighing the manner of the sergeants’
and corporals’ shoulder knots as follows:
The first sergeant §s to have a broad
eflver strap, with fringe, on his right
ehoulder, on the left a silver strap, with-

ge. The other sergeants are (o
fiver strap, with fringe, on the
oulder, hut none on the laft, The

onry 1l Is to have a silver strap,
on his 1eft, and a strap, with-
on his right shoulder. The
rils are to have a silver strap,
fringe, on thelr left shoulder, on
the right none. The sergeants are to wear
gswaords, the ecorporn naot,

At a mustor held on March 12 1813, the
company decided to dispense with the
ues of halr powder, except nt the regular
monthly musters. The Blues were again
in the service of the [Tnited States from

with fring
fri
other &

March 18, 1518, to March 27,
| had then eleven commissio
| commigsloned officers and sev
vatlea,
FOR THHE ’Uf:‘hT frn'rn.
The K. T. 1. Bines Ara Once More
Called Ot

In the follewing year the Blues were
agaln called out In consequence of the
Information received by the Executive of
I!I‘" State, that the British fNeet, then in
Chesapeaks ¢ had been reinforced, and
that from t) nstrations of some of

“The company of R. L. I, Blues have
heard with sentiments of abhorrénse |
and Indignation the wng of the late
Lase and cowardly attack made by the
Liritish ship-of-war Leopard af )
on the U. 8. frigate Ches! -
guns, while in a stale of proi A
This outrages, ung ralleled in the history
of nations, can be v wed In no .
light than a declaration of war, and
although as citizens tha m mhers  of
this company are highly sensible of the
blessings of peace s poldlers they are

| ever ready to avenge an fnanlt |

| to bhe ultimately pursued

to their country by ar
therefore be it
“Resolved, That as citizens and soldlers,
the members of this company pledge
fortunes and their lves in suppe
such measures as the Government of thelr
country may in its wisdom adapt for the
purpose of ohtaining sail factio
“Resofved, That th proceadings he

vl by wind secretary of
CoOmpany, ipy thereof be trans-
mitted to the - of the 1Tnited
States, and that they be inserted in the

newspapers of the city of Richmond."
Thomns JefMarson’s Letter.

The following letier was subsequently
received by Captain Richardson for the
company from Thomas Jefferson, president
of the United Swates:

“I'he offer of yvour servicea In the sup- |

port of the rights of your country merits
and meets the highest praise, and when-
ever the moment arrvives, in which these
rights must appeal to the publie for sup-
port, the spirit from which your offer
flows, that which anlmates our natlon, will
be thelr sufficient safe-gunrd,

“To the Legislature will be rendered a
Tatthful aecount of the evenis, which
have so justly escited the sensibilities
of our country, of the measures taken
to obtaln reparation, and of their result,
and to thelr wisdom wlll belong *the course
In the mean-
time It 1= our duty to pursue that pre-
geribed by the existing laws; toward

| which, sheuld your services be requisite,

| dolph,

this offer of them will be remembered.

“I tender you for your country, the
thanks you so Justly deserve.'

The voluntesrs, composed of the
cavalry, commanded by Captain Ren-
jamin Sheppard, the Richmond Light In-
fantry Blues, commandsd by Captain W,
Richardson, and the Republican
Blues, commanded hy Captaln Ran-
; left Richmond om July 8, 1807,
They had but one day to make their
preparations. They performed thelr march
of 120 nflles on foot in less than five days,
having left Richmond on ¥

these It wns © ‘ed that the fleet ‘would
nscend the York River with a view to
Hsemburk at the White Houge and march
nat eity of Richmond
The Executive determined

th
e

k e at nwe to

dispateh a MHgh curps of 70 Ny men

to prevent the landing of the enemy and

to watch thelr motions

'\'--}u-',ni Th # Muson Randolph was

selected to command this « THaow

were siyled the First corps, 1}

ade of Virginda militia, and

the rvice of tl Unlted St

Richmord voluntesrs, comprisin & purt
stod of a company of
which had just been

ralued, and was con
Wililam Wirt; a company o
commanded by Captain Willlam §1
arndson, the Richmond Light Infantr
tter wera musters] into ser-

and:]l by Capi
f

it

lee | st 25, 184, and consist=d of
107 m commissionsd and non-com-
missh %, 80 privates, and a band

of 5 musi g Captaln Willlam Murphy
was then in command of the company.
The line of march was taken up the same
day, and the men were In the best splrits.

Pleasures of Camp Life.
The State was wholly vonprovided with

camp equipaze, and the company went
into se without a tent or any other
nec ry caomp utensils. On the third
day the march Worronigh church wus
rea whers the compiny was to be
statio Most of the privates, for w

of other necommodations, were quarters
in the church. The officers and a few
squads of men constructed bush tents
arn

ind the church, where they remained,
itering rmin and mud, for nearly
J About this time the tents
ons wera furnished by the
Stite, much to the relief of the men, who
uffered greatly by the exposure of
ng on the damp ground, with their
clothes thoroughly saturated with water,
A good deal of slekness broke out, and
quite & number became dangerously ill
Among the latter were Captain Wilillam
Murphy, Lisutenant John G. Gamble and
Ensign John G. Blair, of the Blues,

It was soon ascertained that the hostile
fleet had made no progress up the river,
and no other demonstrations having been
made, all eause of alarm ceased, and the
eompany wus ordered home. They re-
turned to Richmond on Octoher 1st, and
were mustered out on the following day.
Thus ended a disagreeable campnign,
which, however, served to demonstrate
the readiness of the men to endure fa-
tigue and encounter danger.

Celebrating the Anniversary.

The first detalled report on record of
the eelebration of the anniversary of the
Blues Is that of May 10, 1554, when the
company vas sixty.one years old. The
company on that day assembled early in
the morning, In command of Captain
John M. Patton, Jr., and participated in
a drill with the regiment, under Colonel
August, in the rear of the Fair grounds.
At the close of the drill the Blues march-
ed to Buchanan's Spring, whege the day
was properly celebrated. Among the in-
vited guests are mentioned the following:
Lisutenant Churchill of the Boston Ca-
dets, Lieutenant Muarphy of the Phila-
deiphin Washington Grays, Senator Bald-
win, Hon. John M. Botts, Hon. John M.
Patton, Colonel August, Colonel Harri-
san, Colonel Blgger, Colonel Plckett,
Robert M. Burton, principal engineer of
the Richmond Fire Department; C. W.
Purcell, Thomas H. Roberts, Beverly
Blair, Charles Wortham, Major Seldon
of the United States Army, Captain
Moore of the Montgomery 8. D.
Denpon, T, W, Dudley,
Thomas Tyres, J

Guard,
, J. V. Hardwicke,
H. Crenshaws R

D. Saraay, Alexander Nott, willlam F.
Watson and Hon, Joseph Mayo, the
Mayor of the city.

Statue of Washington.

On November 24, 1857, the Blues partlel-
pated In the removal of the statue of
Washington from the dock. It was first
attempted to remove it to the Capitol
Square by force of animals, but this at-
tempt signally failed, when the status
arrived on Malin street. The horses were,
therefore, unhitched, and after a suffi-
clent number of ropes had been procured.
the statue was drawn by the cltizens
tn the northern side of the square. It
soemed as If every one desired to render
some ald In the patriotic undertaking
of bringing the status near the place of
{ts final destination, On the srrival at
the square, It was found that the gatea
weore not wide enough, and two panels of
the fron railing had to be pulled up by
the Toots.

Ensign Krischmann, of the Alues, sat
on top of the hox containing the statue,
‘and carried the old Blues’ flag. A squad
of Blues was detailed to fire a galute on
the arrival of the statue at the square,
anid there was great enthusiasm mani-
tested on the oceasion, The following
members constitiited the squad that was
on duty that day and fired the salute:
Sergeants William L. Maule, F. Carter, R.
A. Tompkins, Enslgn Krischmenn, Cor-
porals ;. W. Jarvis, Willlam O, Taylor,

1. D, Steel, Privates B, C. Crump, E. J.
Levy, W. L. Montague, 85, 8. Nicholas,
W. A. Rady, R. L. Sanxay, E. Leman,
M. 3. Whitman, Honorary Members, A.
Antonl, W. A. Rady, R. L. Banxay, Wil-
llam Riddick and Martin T. Page.

IN THE LATE ITAR.

The Flues Take a Frominent FPart on
the Side of the Confedarncy.

In 1841, when Virginia withdrew from
the Faderal Union, and linked her for-
tunes with thosa of her sister Southern
States, the Bluss marched to the front.
and were mustersd into the services of
the Confederates States of America, by a
vote of the company on June 17th, 1561,
with the following roll: O. Jennings Wise,
eaptain; Fred Carter, first lentenant;
Charles Purcell Blgger, second lleutenant;
Richard & Sanxay, second leutenant;
Ezekiel J. Levy, fiest sergeant; George
W, Jarvls, second sergeant; Robert T.
MeDawell, first corporal; Rufus H. Sar-
vay, soecond aral; George W. Bray,
third corporal; John W. Chandler, fourth
earparal; Pri 5 Henry Aller, William
H. Bennett, Ed. W. Blacrkburn, T. W
Blankenship, James H. Butler, Henry 1
RBurr, John H. Cochran, Richard . M.
Chamberlavne, Spotswood DD, Chamber-
John Corcoran, Richard Henry
uesberry, Willinm Dickenson, Patrick

Dann, Themas €. Epps, Jr, O
H. Epps, Thomns Felton, St. George R.
Fitzhugh, Peter . Glenn, Jr., Ed, I, Gre-
gory, Francls Gamble, Simeon Gudgen-
helm, Thomas Harwood, George H. Hop-
kins, Ed. W. Holllday, Leroy L. Harcum,
James H. Howlett, Abraham Isaacs, Fin-
ton Jaege, H. Archer Jonea, Frank John-
son, John T, Johnston, George T. Lump-
kin, Willlam Lovenstein, James H. Loch-
man, Joseph Levy, Thomas Lyon, Wil-
Ham R. Landrum, Jumes M. Mount-
tle, James It. Medlicott, Thomas Mc-
Gll, Calvin Myers, James McFarlan®,
James Calhoun Moses, Willlam W. Nutg,
Robert Nott, ¥. A. New, John J. Omen-
hausen, Claude F. Pardigon, Willlam
Rade, John 8. Robingon mos Rohertuon,
Robert Rulston, Churchhill B, Ruy, Ben).
T. Sublett, Willlam I}, Snead, Jacob San,
), Wesley Bmith, ‘harles H. Towns,
Wilgon H. Timber . Herhert Thomp-
son, Willlam H. Tyree, Robert 8, Valen-
tine, . Wilmer Welsiger, Thomas F. J.
Willlame, Charles ©C. West, Levi Wasse-
man, J. J. Wilkinson, J. H. Wellington,
Augustus Walcott, W. W. Yeatman,

Trieidl in DBattles,

During the whole war the Blues gave
ample evidence of their devotion to thelir
dear old mother Btate by patriotic ser-

cor

yne,

vices at Aqula Creek, Blg Seweil, Ron-
noke Island, Yorktown, Malvern HIill,
the Howlett Mouse, Petersburg, and

other places where so mnany of this gal-
lant corps poured out their life blood,

they surrendered at Appomnattox o
when thelr great chieftaim, In his h
rede  grandeur had sheathed his sword

and procinimed their henorable parol

Recorded on the hooks of this tims
ored corps are hundrads of the
ssteemed  eltizens  of Richmond,

w

have passed over the river to rest in ti
ghade, and there are yet pome Hving
whose h 1t are whitened by tl 0 Iy
frosts of wintry age; and on (s roll are
worthy song of worthy sires, ambitlous
to emulate patriotic ancestry, Enefrel

the | ry of this company are sacréd
] aome entwined In  the
pence, when on Aress

ired trend Keeps phce

s of gentle music, an

tined flelds of de

ng fife and

4 them

of were

chronteled deeds of valor

THREE WAR CAPTAINA.

Other Prominent Members of the Or-
ganization.

Among the survivora of the
are three former captains of the Blues,
who fail to show thelr deep In-
terest {n the welfare of that w
company:
Captain -
George W. Jary

Clintles Purcell Blgger,

Colone!l Charles Purcell Blgger, whom
everybody knows only to lke, was born
in the city of Richmond on the l0th day
of May, 1840, A rather pecullar coinci-
dence Is that Colonel Blgger was born
on the anniversary of the Blues, and
wus christened in the famous punch-
bowl which was owned by the compnny,
and was afterwards destroyed by fire
it the old Spotswood Heatel, which stood
on the corner of Elghth and Main streets,
At the firing of the first gun at Fort
Sumter Colonel Bigger was officially con-
nected with a department of the 1'nited
States Government, but immediately re-
signed and enlisted In the war as first
gergeant of the Richmond Light Infantry
HBlues, He continued in the serviee of
his native State, and that of the Caon-
foderate States until 1564, when he was
severely wounded in front of Petérsburg
while in command of the Blues, to which
position he was promoted by order of
General Henry A, Wise, Confederate
States Army. Colonel Bigger is at pres-
ent commandant of Lee Camp Soldiers'
Home,

late war

never
Il-Kknown
| Bigger,
Captain

Levy and

is.

George W. Jarvis.

Captain George W, Jarvis, who recelved
hizs commigsion as Captain of the Blues
from Goneral Wise the day of the sur-
renider at Appomattox, still takes an
earnest interest in the company. He Js
the senlor member of the firm of Jarvis &
Glinn, well-known contractors and build-
ers. He has o most interesting collectlon
of autograph papers concerning his caresr
in the Confederacy from his first promo-
tion to his parcle at Appomattox, He
joined the Blues as a youth In Augzust,
156, and recelved his first promotion—
a corporalcy—two months later, and
thence  on flled In succession nearly
avery office In the company, and was in
service constantly from the time of the
John Brown raid until the close of the
war. He was wounded and captured at
Roanoke Island, exchanged six months
jater, and returned to hls command.
After much hard service at Charleaton
and other Southern poinis, was ordered
to Petershurg, where he was wounded in
the arm at the explosion of the Crater
by & plece of shell. In March, 1585, when
the news of the retreat from Richmond
became known, Captain Jarvis was sick
in & hospital In this eity, and though
suffering from rheumatism he jolned his
command near Amella Courthouse, and
surrendered with a remnant of his com-
w at Appomattox. Although he had

in command of the company for
| some time, he had not received his com-

. ;'
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mission on account of the Irregularity of

affairs at the close of the contest, und
Genernl Wise at the last day of the war,
rocalling the gallantry which gayve n'm
the promation, ored his commisslm
made out. This d ment, written on
o sheet of Inferior Conf terate writing
paper, Captain Jarvis till holds

In connection with Colonel Tom., Au-
gust and others Captain Jarvis petition-
ed Governor Plerpont for permission Lo
reorganize the 1t « g o milithry com-
pany. Rt #
Plerpont gave Lhe permis
misstoned the officers May
tain Jarvis still hus ) commission ns
second Heutenant, signed by this notorious
reconstruction GOV

inction of heing
organlized

« <auth

the only company
ut that time, Sh
abolished all B«
though the Blues never surre

commizsions, they were

this law unable to uniform 4

and regularly gunis Lat when
rn Erod and the

aguin orga Captain Jar
wias made tirst 1 nant, and was sub-
gequently promoted to th captidnoy
He resi and was led by John

s  Assoclation
s one of the in-

wins formed he wis m
corporators,

E. J. Levy.

Captaln E. I. Levy a born in the city
of Richmond, S0 o 15, 192, MHis |
parents were Ja A. Levy und Martha
Levy. His father vepres e
time Jefferson ward in |
Council, His grandfather,
came to Richmond in 1 |
have been 1dentified with the
of this city ever sines. The noble b
rosity and ki of “0ld Abreham" i
Levy was the e iy many a home of |
the ger it passed nway |

PR 1 L1y n member of the |
E s In and from the ranks was
regularly mhAted from fAfth corporal

} The inmine of the war between

it m fourth sergeant.
with full ranks on
monid as “"["awnee

e :

. and F.
srgoant,

Wi feciedd
wia made Nrat =

Hanxay mn
J. Lavy
Tsane L. Cary.
teil & member of

. He bécame
and popular
and numbiered

his friends | th hundred. On  Feb-
ruary 14, 1578, he l ime president of the
Blues' Associat i held that position
with rodin Lo f and honor to the
Irgn n i his death, which oo-

i e r Ina After  his
wif lesth ) tlef for her coused him
to go Into seciu and from thut time
until he pa i » meemed 10 take
little interest In t} . He ted
monument to her memory in shookie
cemetery, and by the sgile of this an-
other for himselfl, @ on thin had the
fate of his Lirth | 1, leaving place
for the date of his O December
1, 1882, the comj mbled &t the
nrmory, and attendead the fu-
nersl of tholr i in a
body, They marched to the Second
Baptist church, where the servicea were
peculinrly impressive, and afterwards ac-
compnnled the remalns to e grave in
Qhockoe cemetery, where a salute Was
fAred In honor of the old, honored and
falthful e, who had in so many
wavs attested his devotion to the organi-

sution.
Benjamin W, Richardson,

frhere (s hardly a citizen of Richmond
hetter known ancd generally Wked
than Major Benjamin W. Richardsan,
for venrs the president of the Blues Assn-
clation, and who hardly ever fuils to par-
ticipate In ARy evenis fn which the or-
ganlzation or company are interested,

afr. Richardson was horn In Ri htnond
in 1514, and is now In the elghticth year

more

of his age. He left school at the nge
of fourteen, acted as clerk for several
vears, and afterwards in company with

his brother went into buginess on his own
account.

Prior to leaving school, when it was
known that the Marquis De Lafayetie
would visit this country, he with about
1% yvouths joined a military company ors
ganized expressiy to remind the Marquls
of “Morgan's Legion of Riffemen.” The
unitorm of the company Was & Ereen
hunting shirt and yellow buckskin gaiters

coming over the knees. They were ad-
mirably drilled by Major Turper who
kept the “Hell Tavern,” on the corner

sjimee

of Main and Fiftesnth strects,
known a8 the “St. Charles” and nearly
every Saturday for months was spent al
Fairfleld racoe course, near the elty, that
the instruction might embrace battalion
as well us company movements, in which
they became as proficlent as any troops
fn the State. In October, 1324, the com-
pany took its position with the other
troops on the Capitol Square, anid marched
to the hoat landing at Rocketts where
thay Joined in the escort of Lafayette
to the Eagle Hotel on Maln street. The
Frerchman expressed himuelf 83 much
pleased with the soldierly Appearance and

of the boy=.
bﬁ'?'r‘len;mndm“ for and appreciation of
the value of the military were never lost
by the subject of this sketch, and the
Richmond Light Infantry Blues, being
then the crack company of the city and
State, was an object of great pride and
affection with kim, and when in 155 under
peculinrly flattering circumstances, he
was slected an honorary member of the
company, the senl was plneced upon his
Aesire to serve the organization, sustain
{ts high moral and military character, and
further its lofty and noble ~ima by all
means in his power, which will end only

with his life.

which wis soon put by oy

into the Confederata servi i
made Hrst Heutenant of a compa
adiutant of the reglment, and
wards elocted malnr of (. T}
and that commanded by the | p
Evans, all under r 1 of
Richardson, had « .
tradn 1 | he | ey o e
federacy f his it laft the
oty i 1

Mo } ison has bosn & menbe
of t A ion = » {in foring
tlon in 1s ! r a number f vonm
has 1 s honored and beloved pres
dent

Lol Cotehine,

Captain 961, Cutehiins, the presant ¢
mander of the Blues, Is o trge Virgl

atid = n native of Sty

e n osoldlor, lawyer snd educated :

combined, he } .
Dominion

Institutic

king the
Masr
he o

the des

ITée, e
M Al W

i
I

his won 1

and
field of hia fav

He enlisted In the Blues Janun i
1%, and it wns evident that he wa
tined to cllmb the ladder of pr
from the very be 1 WAN
promoteid  to  fourth eorporal th 4
to third eorporal anid n
wards to fifth sergeant nt
time, but for a certaln nativa rotle
wnd modesty, he mig ‘ iy have }
elected to & higher f In March
he was elected Junior second Heuter

MY

and moan afterwards second lHeiteg
As n first Heutenant he proved an
clont officer, and when Captaln An
Pizzint restgned hia position, Nos

17, 1584, every eve in the ebmpany }
to Livutenant Cutehins as t! '
should command of 1 }
Captal I's mucessusor He w
cordingls e, and ¢ od
honor, has filled that tmportant |

ever sinee
Captiadn Cutehins Is a thor
His maaner and hearlug nre pa
attractive, and for the past 1
has enjoved the respect
fidnce of every man in
Is widely known, gener
to-day 1s, perhagps, thi
cer of any volunteaer
this falr Southland of

Claropnes W
First Lisutepant
born In Richmond April
meneed hla military
Milltary Academy of
Boon after school opened
Captain of that orgar
na such until he left »
latter part of the pan
In the Blues, under (
wis goon afterwards |
corporal, In 1854 he
sergeant, and In Ik
yeur becamo socond ser
pany. While serving
first sergeant he gnine
being tha beat ‘“‘or

the State, In M @ Wan 1
Junlor secon? Heutenant, and tho v
youngest and lowest |y rot WS

by
a platoon at the Flowltzers

mously chosen the

10, 1888, His command
firat prlzs, which consinted of & han!
sword for the officer and agold me

sach man. This ocen n the t
first birthday of L t .
wns elected second 1 0,
and the following year fir sutenant,
which position he has =it Sir
he recelved his flrst cor n he has
had the reputation of | f
hest  drill masters o 1 | Ar
In the eity. Since 183 Li ant Wyatt
In. confected with the 1 b a
Steamship Company.
M. T, Vanghan.

Lioutenant H. T, Vaughan was ! af
Bnring Hill, Henrleo county, aboy r
and one-half miles east of Iichr 1
August 257, 1864 He came 1o Rich !

tered school In this «
R, he was elected a m

In 1873, and ¢
In December

ber of the |
From » private he has heen proms red

from time to time until he reached |
rank of socond lieutenant, which he 1
holds in the company.

At present he ls secretary and treasurer
Comparny !

of the Willinm B West
Fourteenth streot, who

the original business of .
Hoe ontercd the business i r n
years ago, when Mr. Stokes wa p

prietor, and has been conmnes ted with the
firm ever slnce,
Frank M. Waoon.
Frank M. Woon, junior second
tenant of the company, I8 an Englis!
by birth, having first seen the light
the historie eounty of Kent, January
1863, He s the third son of the s
Captain John Woon, of the Royal Marin®
Light Infantry. His father desired hin
1o enter Her Majesty’'s navy, and with
this {dea In view young Woon wus @
tered at the Royal Naval School, ut Ne®
Cross, Kent, where he recelved part of
his education, The death of his fathes
changed his plans, however, and In InN
he left school and came to the United
States, with letters of iIntroduction to
Mr. H. K. Thurber, of New York Bt
after this he eame to Virginia, and 10
1887 was admitted to the bar. Since that
time he has followed the legal profession
He enlisted In the Blues in November,
1850, and was elected funior secund et
tenant in April, 1803 Lieutenant “---"-
is also secretary of the company, a7
treasurer of the Richmond Lizht Infan-
Blues® Association, He has made a3

eus

¢t officer during his brief service 13
this capacity, and is very popular axotl
tha mambers of the company.

In 1861 he joined“as a private the First
regiment of second-class Virginia militla,




