REPRESENTATIVE AUDIENCE PRESENT.

Hon. George™t.. Chrisian, the President,
Dellvored an Eloquent Address—. A
Magnificent Banguet Served.
e

The formal oponing of the Chamber
of Commerce bullding took plice yes-
torday afternoon in that splendid wtruc-
(ure, in the presence of one of the finest
gatherings  of representative  business
men over assembled In this city.

The guests were admitted to the bulld-
card, They wore invited for 5:30

ing by
oelock, at whith time the Reception,
Finatice, aud pullding Committees in (il

s with white allk rosetics on thelr
lapels, were present, and heartily
welromed the guedts as they arrived
1oor occupled by Vthe chamber,”
sreal passenger elevators, ten

drow

ot

on the 1
from the
or more

An h

o time.

was spent in pleasant con-
r which the regular ceremonies

at
'.

g 1)
:: he occaglon commenced. The narriv-
sng guests wore groeted by the sweet
;lr:"‘« from lardelia’s band, statloned

fing an the second floor,

the lmndit
some uf the Guests,

\monz thuse present wero R. E.

Friyser, W, E Tunner, Jno. 8. Ellett,

Dr, MeRae, T 7, Ebel, W. (. Yarbrough,

Colonel (1. Perey Huwes, Rev, Mr. Abbitt,

povnolds, James Parkinson, W.

on

.

{]. Hawking, Thomas Christian, A. 1%
Yerk . i3 (5. Mipor, James Lelgh
Jones, James 1rv Cramp, C. T. Wingo,
¥ V. Badwin, 1. 1. Lindsszy, D, Buth-
anan, Everett Waddey, Ware B, Cay,
Iackson Gay, 4. 1. Slivey, John Allison,

win Wair, Stephen Potney, T. Roherts
faker. B, J. Warren, John W. Harwood,
B Gilman, . E. MeCluer, wWm.
nridees, W. A, Maury, Seymour Strause,
o rmor 1, W. McKinney, Captaln T,
s, Curtis, State Benator Harrlwon, ¥. A.
. M. McGulre.sW. H Liihbrell,
W. Wood, o, ",
John  Plokrell,

Wallerstoln, T.

Raur, Grayson Burrnss,

il Starke, Colonel Tazewell Klletl, Jd.
1. Bavage, it W. Powers, C, L. Brown,
1 f*  Younger, Frank 1n. HIl, Jouhn
Hunter, K. 4. Leigh, Jr., 1. M. Blanton,
1. %. Morrls, Harney » Gis0akorn, has,

Jatnestown, Colonel Jno. B, Cury,
A, B Apperron,

vior Ellyson

yor J. T

Ay
Bdgar D aylor, K. 1. Taylor, John
n Went 1. Barton, Judge John
1. Ingram, Scnator Wm. Lovenstein,
sariton MeCarthy, Ben. August, A, 1.
randerkin, Major J, M. Capers, J, |
it A, Y. Masurier, V. Hechier, T,
1 Alfeiend,  Justho John  Crutchiield,

aeo. . Pleasanis, B, H. Fergusson, (.

gvdnor, . 8. Bosher. Geo McAdams,
H P Jod on, Wirt ¥, Taslor, M. L
pimmock. J. €. Dickinson, 11, M. Starke.

The Urramonivs,
The simple ceremonics which formally
ebrated the event fraught with so much
riinet to the business interests of
1ichmond, took place in the mugniticent
dlencs chumber, which ovcupies the ens
virs front of the bLuilding,

I'receded by Judge George L. Christian,
cresident of the assoclution, and Rev, M,
Hoge, 1. 1, the recoption commitive
matichdd to the Ereat room, wherpe, In
¥ irele facing the presiding omcer’s
viatiorm, they were sested.

Mlowing gentlepen componed the
an committee: J. Randolph ‘Tucker,

(e, ¥. M. Whittle, Jr.,, Jo. Lane Spern,
vilen Talbott, J. 15, Purcell, W. R, Trigs,
fi o James, (. B, McAdams, M. 5. Quaries

B, Mopby, 1. D, Cre nehaw, Jr., 85 H.
Huwes, T. A, Cary, W, E. Cutshaw, J. K.
werth, J. & Willilams, George L, Ohrise

. John B, Furcell, Norman V. Run-
toiph, John 8 Williames.

Vresident Christlan preslded, and iniro-
duted Rev. Dr. Hoge, who offersd a
pegutiful prayer, peculinrly sppropi jate
1o & business gafhering,

sir. = H. Hnwes, chalrman of the
Hillding Committes, briefly annount il
tha! the Bullding was complele and au-
thoriged s

sir. M. J, Dimmock, the architect, then
stepped forward and brlefly outlining the
work from Iis Inceptionh, presented his
finished work to the asscolation

tudee Chrlstiun then read a number of
telegrama Of congratulation, among which
were messagies from the New Orienns and
innatl Chambers of Commerce, the
leltimore Corn and Flour Exchange, Gen,
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¥

pplatice,

Wilhimm B Taliaferro, and others
Fhe only speaker of the evoning was
Sudge Chrlotian, who, as president of the
ation, delivered an elegunt and ale
pudress, during which he several times
« compelled to stop on pocount of
| iRe
e Christlan spoke In part, as fol-
e hoeraci 1 iening

and

g grntlemen of the
[ v

of i} -

ve have assembled this evening for the
1 pose of performing n duly no less im-

rtant 1han pleastant in the hlslory of
our beloved ity and Siels

We are here o innugurate formally this
Leantifnl budding erccted by this Chambes
to be dedicatod s 4 temple (0 the uses of
The trade and commerce of this growihg
We wura that to one present
will deny it this ie one of the most in-
teresting well as one of the most im-
portunt events that ever ooccurred In the
1 ry of Richmond—a city alrendy lnked

ity Tl

with the most historie and Interesting
events that have #ver been enncted on
American soll. That this buliding 18 &
] to our city s universally concsded,
e deslegn of the wrehitect, & well as the
vecution of that design by our contractor,
wnd his nssociate under the Intelligent
und vighlanl supervision of our bullding
CommmiLtiesy tfects the highest oredit on

each and &ll of them, and will ever stand
a8 R monument of their skill, taste, jn-
penulty, and ndaeii We have crected
here not only 4 permanent home for this
the chtef trode orgunization of our clty,
to which we cun slways repalr with com-
fort t9 eondult as to (he best. means of
promoung every luterest of our city and
slate, but we have this 'l-ull-u-.;.;' P
piied & long-felt want in the erection ;.r i
'r'!ﬂ.““'l othee building, second to bhul few
ih the Jand, WiLth every service and every
romfort 1o make 11 otirective 1o occls
pants of evéry desirable class nnd calling”
Here we have already houssd some of
he lgnders In the wany Hoes of  business
nid professions of our clty, nearly all m
# best offices Faving been taken befare
e budiding was completed. But, above
wnd beyond this, as 1 sald before, wie have
iere this commodions, beautiful, and per-
nanent home fom odur Chamber, Which of
'f ought to give It & hew impulse to
Lo lorward In the great work for whnich
War desizued and arganized. Wl it nuve

ihix efeel?

.1-._ 1-. for yon to nrswer this ques-
" We  hinve erecied the temple, and we
ow detionte ft 10 the mervice of trade

! commerce. What will the priests
Itade and commerce, who are to min-
In this temple, do with (he struce-
-"| we now aud here commit ) thelr
wds, Wil they Jot this orgunizgtion,

1
)
':- Hleh has alrewdy done #» much for the

rhifliding of our ¢Mty, drag fiself slowly

ng In a hoalf-heueted, desaltory way,

Worse than this, b & bisdy of cvolk-
'-.uud discordont olements In our midst:
:J-r Wil the people of this city, from this
;',‘..' resolve, that, let other vitles pnd
:- -!r Communities do as they muy, that,
‘: 1I|r the people of Richmond, they wiil
4 thnes, and under all clroumstances,
Come up to this gathering place and
vOnRuil for the common weal, and having
:lu hed & conelusion here, that conely-
£190 whudl be binding on the consciepce
l‘m'l ‘unduct of every mon who does
‘mlnm in this rity. 1 don't mean to
Intimate tht man {8 not entifled
t;.;ﬂ- onlalon, On the contrary. 1 sav

ey o ought ' &l

u ot L
¥ those of this
st benutifal oty
devastation, disaster, fire i

flond have been our portion tn tho economy
[ of mn all-wiss providence: but all his.
tory shows that these “hings should
only forge und sirengthen tae links which
should bind uy the more closely togethier.
Opulence and unalloged pisperity are
pelther the best liguments of the wochil
compact nor are (hey the facentives to
the grandest schlevements. * o 809

What mikes the Jew the mont sagacious
financler and the most sugcessiul  tier-
chant 1n this or any other Tand tp-day?
Is It ximply becuuse he la w Jew, and, as
some will say. consetuently a  “born
irader”? No, my friends, It Is because
he has been persecuted and driven Trom
pitlar (o post, With no country he can
clalm an his own, knd these trials and
persecentions bave made Wim  sugaclons
and wirong. He 18 no pampered scion of
taxury, Teared In the hot-houss of Jdie-
nexs and ecase, but, like the sturdy oak
on the mountaln side, the sormy of win-
ter have beaten and broker upon It
recking 1 to and fro, It may be, Lut only
to muke ite rootw strike deeper and more
firmly in the ground, And this people
tench us % losson we ought never to for-
gel: and that fs, ax I have pald, they are
the moxt undied people In the world to-
day., No deserving Jew, who s unfortu-
nite and who needs belp, ever faiis to
rocelve it, and T will ventore the asser-
ilom that no man within the sound of my
voiue ever saw # Jew begging, or one who
kas beon unfortunate In business, ond who
deserves Eueror in that llne, whe did not
recelve I, 'This trait of the Jewlsh char-
aoter, ao well as many otherd [ could
enumerate, I esteemn most highly, and I
wish 1t was In my power to impress the
principle of it on yon for your emulation
and goldarce. And this people are Dot
only falthful and loyal to their own raoe,
bzt 1 happen to know that a recital of
the eantributions to the general charities
of this clty would reveal the fact that
the most Hbers! donntions which are
made 1o these come from the excellent
teraelite citlgens, who are in many re-
spects wmong the very best clitizens we
have.

Co-oparation,

These remarks bring me (o the conslder-
ation of that which 1 consider the great-
est nesl In the make-vp and chiracter-
istlos of our people, | have alluded to it
in this ghamber before, und If 1 Hve Jong
enough, and an opportunity i« afforded, I
gxpect to do wo agaln. 1 need not sav I
mean the spieit of co-operation. Co-opera-
tlon 1s the watchword of the day and
nour in which we live, or, as o hriltlant
young scutherner Tas phraged 11, “eo-
operation 18 the leht and persistoncy in
the way 2 and, 1 witl add, the only way
of aceomplishing any great achievemont
in any lie of trdde, commeree, or ma
terin] prosperity of any kind in the times
in which we Uyve, The affalys of men hava
grown to such proportions, and by means
of the facllities of ecommunicarion, the
whole world is hrought in such cloge fon
1net, thiat the single arna of the one or
two cannot cop® successfully fn the race
Cembinations and rivalrieg among and
between trades and trude centres are lit-
erally the “crder of the day,” and tie clty
which doet not sea nnd recognize this as
a fact, snd meet these organizations and
comulrntions with counter organizations
and,” If necessary, combinatlons, 100
mizht as wrll prepars “to he left out In
the cola” Indeed, Its epltaph iz aiready
written wittneyer It repuliates the maxim
that “man I8 hils brother's Keeper”

What Has Been Do,

“1 do not mean to charge that we have
ot manifesied a Eplrit of snterprise
and co<operation in  this ety Juidge
Christian  continued, “Nothing hetter
Mustrates the farct thet the contrary 1=
true, than the history of this organizo-
thon and this clty, from the birth of the
former, 1o the present tlme, The move-
ment to establish this *himbher wa= b
gun on the twenty-ninth of Aususi, 1867
At that times a large part, if not the
eregter part, of the businacy poviionh
this city was still tn ashes, and the whole
surrounding country was on= wsoene ol
desolutlon and ruing the war had left
us @ conguered  and  devastated Jand,
the “sarpet-bagger” and the “geallawng”
were then prowllng amonget our paople,
cgeeking whom they mighit devour” finan-
etally, politieally, and morally: our brayv-
ast and our best had heen slain in battle,
and the weeds of mourning were osyery-
where to typify the griels and Borrows we
ciarried In our hsarts for these.'

The speaker, continuing, sald thet Tt
was at @ time and amid svrroundings like
thesa t{hat the tirst meeiing, looking 1o
organization, was called for August H0th,
the same year, The call was signed by
twonty-six business houses, whose numes
are given, and on October Sth following
an organlzution was effected, with Pavid
J. Bure #s president, 1. L. Apperson,
treasuver, P, G. Coghlen, gecretary, and
w full eomplement of other officers

Chuavges of i F w Yeuis,
Judge Christiun continued:
The meeting wos held the next day, and

oL

the organization perfected October 9,
1%67, with the following officers and di-
yeelors,

David J. Burr, president; Isaac Daven-
port, Jr., first  viee-president: Thomas
W. MueCance, second vice-president; J.
l.. Apperson, treasurer, and P. G. Coigh-
lan, sccretary, and the following direc-
tora: T, (. Peyton, B. 0. Nolting, Alex-
pnder Cameron, Lewis D, Crenshaw, R
K. Blankenship, W. 4. Ferguson, James
Woodhouse, T. 8. Baldwin, Powhatan
Welsiger, A, Y. Stokes, Wm, B. Isancs,
1. B. Bentley, John Purcell, James R.

pranch, W. & Donnan, Johm Dooley,
Willlam . Ferguson & Company,
Watking, Cottrell & Company, Fal-
mer, lHartsook & Company, Rlalr

& MoKinney, Mariln, Brown & Cardozs,
Peyton, Cary & Company.

What o commentary on life does an
pxamination of this brief list aflord?
Out of the twenty-six busintss houses
whose names are signed to that call
more than four-fifths of that number
are now dead, whilst not a single house,
as there represented, is now dolng busi-
ness Bere, and all these changes have
gorurred  within  the short space of
twenty-six years. But, which of us here
is not old cnough to know Ly reputation,
If we do not know pereonaliy, that
every name gn that list represented not
only the integrity, but the sagncity tou,
of the best business men that Richmond
ever produced? These men started the
movement 1o organize thisz bady, because
they sald they were “convineed by the
almost dally experience of the necessity
of establishing’ such o body here. Rorn
of the necessities of the occaslon then,
and of n parentuge of which any organi-
zation may well be proud, this chamber
has grown from a mere handful to &
body of between five and six bundred
of the most repr tative  busi
names In this city and State. But we
are not eatisted with thiz exhibit, al-
though it shows o vast improvement and
growth af that spirit of co-operation for
which T im pleading so earnesily. That
this chamber has grown in numericsl
strength sand effelency In svery wav mn
one can deny. The employment of fis
present able and eficlent secretary alone
J8 @ “tower of strengih,” and s simply
of Incaleulable value to this clty. Whilst
the Increase In number of the board of
Wirectors und of s committess  ouxht
to and 4o make the body a more efi-
clent and Important facior In every way.
But, as 1 sald before, no man ought
1o be willing to do business in this
city who is unwilling to become a mem-
ber of this chamber, and In that way,
contribute his mite to the general wel-

: b

or less

munity. [t ean only b necessary (o state
thin proposition 1o carry conviction of the
truth 1o any mind,

Th  Hewt Ponple

We frequently hear the remark, too,
and It is true, that we have in Richmond
the best people In the world, We have
umong them, too, some of the most sagn-
clofn husiness moen In the country, soms
of the Lest merchants, manufecturers,
bisnkers, doctors, lawyers, trides and
professional people generadly. But what
good does 1t do to have these people
among ug unless they will help us in the
work of bullding up our city? 1 do nat
tean 1o say that these men do nol send
out thelr traveling men, and spend thelr
money 1o inoresse thelr several lines of
business, and ail this Is right, and well
eoough 0 fts way, bul they ghould not
gtop with this. These men ought not to
be coptent to shut up thelr places of
business every night, and shut themselves
in their homes, aod 1ike no part in ihe
meatings of this chamber and other kin-
dred organizations founded ana carried
on solely for the purpose of promoting the
publie good. No, gentlemen, not nnly
bhave each of you too much at stake In
the community to warrant you in pur-
suing such a COUrHE N8 this, but it s
not Justy either to yourselvea or to those
who do this kind of . work; they want
the light of your experience and wisdom,
and they are entitied 1o it by every con-
celvable consideration.

I have just alluded to the traveling
snlesmon. '],'hert‘ is &an {\F!(Ilﬂliﬂll(}h ot these
gentlemen In this olty, who, with thelr
usual sagacity and “‘eye 1o business™
huve estabished thelr headquarters in this
bullding. Kvery member of this body
ought to pay a visit 1o these headguar-
ters. He will find something there, in the
way of suggestion at least, which will be
both instruciive and useful 1o him. b hail
this organization as a most valuabie ad-
junct of this Chamber; I would have every
member of it become a member of thie
body, and If any member of that organi-
gation wants o become o member of 1his
and feela that he can’t afford to pay the
pmall annual fes requisite for that purpoxe
I feel sure that hiz employer will pay 1t
for him, and if ha applies to his employer
to do g0 and he refuses, then let him in-
form me of that fact, and 1 Wil see that
the amount s paid for him,

The Young Mewn.

1 #m vartieulsrly anxious that these
YyOUNE rmen. o w 2 1 all otlher young
men in husipess in this city, shill hecome
members of this body. I am u great be-
Hever in young men, and we want the
spirit and the hot blood coursing through

(5]

thuir velns diffused all through the work
of this Chamber, 1t will do you good, my
vioung friends, to be with us, and | want
you with s, hecause 1 know Voupr power
and espreity to Nelp us, In soying this, o
don't mwesn to be understood as saying

wa canl #spare the middle-aged nnd ald men

By no manner of méans. No muan Who
i# young enough to be in any kind of
business, Is tpo old 1o be p member ol

this body. and some of the best men in i,
A% well a# one of the most fuithful and
eMetent officers it ever had, would be clake-
ed amopg our older people. No, iny vener-
able triends, you whose leads are adorned
with the Trosts of many winters, as well
a8 xrored with that knowledyge that coines
alone tyom experlence, we wint you with
us, all of vou. We want the Hght and
guldgnce of your experience and superior
knowledge of affalrs, not only to Keep
us fn the paths of pectitude and salely,
put to teach vs by your knowledge and
experience how o sirike out Imlo new
paths for our moral a8 well a8 our male-
il uplifting.

Be Loaval,
There = another thing I want to Im-
preas on this peopie with all the power [

¢an command, and that §s, be loyal to
_Your iy, not oaly by your conduct in
patronizing our hume peopie, whenever

they can gerve You, but In your converss-
thon at any and all tnes It j= t
babit of some people to have thely clothes
and their  shoea  and  thelr  Samiles
clothes and shoes made or purchased In
other citles, and they do so becaunss they

ullege they can't find what they want
here, ‘Fhe regson they don't find what
they want here I becuuse they don't or-

der what they need hers, and only for
this reason, The people who Hve and do
business here patronige us, and they have
the right 1o expect us to phtronize thew,
as far as they can seérve us properly.
Put again, never decry or abuse yYour
clty under any clrcumstances, but “‘talk
Richmond™ all the time. There is no in-
veetmentl that pays better than what the
drummera call “chin grinding” In behalf
of vour own people and your own home,
And the man who cannot find something
good to eay about Richmond, with lts
benutiful situation, with Its lovely sireets
wnd  parks, with s rallroad and river
fuciitles communiciation, the former
braftching out and coming In from every
direction ke the spokes of u wheel, and
able and eficlent officers; with s
thiul and abundant aupply of good
with Its splendid fire and police
departments;  with 18 noble  charities;
with fts able, eloquent, enlightened, pure,
and almost God-like puipit, the peer of
any anywhere; with jt# doclors and Jaw-
vers, as able and am skiilful as those any-
where: with 118 high-toned, enlightened,
able. and successful metchants, manufice
turers, and financlers: with I1ts sklilful
and tasteful architects, mechanles, and
artlsans: with its best laboring classes,
white and black, In the world; with its
excetient schools, public and private, and
18 magnificent and growing colleges; with
1% begutiful publle and private bulldings,
growing  In number and architectural
bewuty with each year; with [ts Lotels,
far better now than they have the reputn-
tion of belng, amd soon to have added to
el number one that will be above eritt-
clgm In architecture and In all of lis ap-
polntiments: with lts large und increasing
trude and manufactures, growing in im-
portance aod number with every year;
witk its able wd enterptising press; with
its large banking capital and conservie
tive and ably manoged banking tnstitu-
tlong, every one of which ha¢ not only
pissed through this the most trying yeur
of Anancinl digtress in the history of the
country  without disaster, but been en-
ahled 1o pay thelr stockholders thelr usual
dividends: with Its elevated, cultured, and
entlghtenad society, and above ali, with
its noble. true, pure Christian wamen and
mei—women and men who have been
tried by every ordeal that can put forti-
tude, patviotism, and virtue 1o the tesy,
anii have emerged from these fires as only
the pure gould can—l say that the mman
or the woman who Hves in a clty which
has ull of these advantages and a thou-
sand others (hat I haven't the time to
enumerate, and can’t speak well of it
der't deserve to Mve anywhere; and yet
there are fome feople of this sort in this
CItY tu-day -~ ople Wno complain of every-
body and everything.

When you see a mab of thia sort, us
the bows say, “spot him.* Get some
brilllant and enterpriging writer to have
him investigated, and "ten to aue” you will
find this <hronie, jaundiced complainer,
one who came here with nothing and has
made everything he possesses o earth
out of the people nnd place he now 5o
minch delights to abuse. The mosy des-
pleable chnracter we had to contend with
in the army was the skulker and croaker,
and the oitizen who sKulks away frow
those duties which svery han who lives in
a4 vomniunity owes and should perforin
10 the pubiic, and wha goex about com-
plaining of and criticlzing those who are
dotug wll they can to help on, and to help
up all the iuterests by which he is sur-
rounded, occuples the #ame position In
elvil life that the skulker and croaker did

of

We sometimes hear the that
the “Chamber of Commerce is btless | to the army, d therefore merits the
a gond thing, tut it does fg that | vontempt of all go cltizens. Whan you'
nilezty my p mr.,lmat ess, nnd | hear & man run down your cliy, | WAk
R T et T
o | ven. give the fellow or the.

Jonn &

s and
business men of Richmond, and it is some-
thing that |4 apparent to every man who
thinks at all on this subject: and that is,
you ;:;" taking t.oo_.lllﬁ:‘ interest In the
municipnl government your city. I
do not mean 1o be understood as charg-
fng that our clty government fa either
corrupt of incompetent.  On the con-
trwry, I think, considering how little
Interest’ our merdhmiis and property
hoiders generally take In it, it fs oue of
the purest and best iy governmenis
of which 1 have any Knowledge; but I
think It susceptible of great improve-
ment, and I think the time hus come
when these improvements can and should
be made, 1 think some improvements
would be made Ly putting the street,
water and gaz departments (o the hands
of separate commissiong, and that the
charter of our city ought to be go amend-
™l by the present General Assembly as
1o effect these changrs. These chinges
are pot experiments with us; we have
alreauly  tried the management of the
police and fire departments by commis-
wons, and we know what changes have
bern wrought for the betier In each of
these by this change of government, 1
hope you will excuse the personal alin.
gion, but T clalm the credit for having
fnaugurated the system and deawn the
frse wer creating the Board of Police
Commissioners, and that creating the
Board of Publle Interests, through which
the former came into existenes, and I
epent with dear old Ned Cohsn, the
greater part of the Jast night ha spent on
this onrth, helplng him to frame the pot
creating the Bonrd of Fire Commissioners,

Ned Cohen was an Ulnstration of the
Fplendld men of Jermolitish =stock who
have adorned this clty by lives of deva-
tion to the publie welfare “@o thou
and do Wkewlse™ or i vou won't do any-
thing wvourself, in the name of all that {s
macred, don't say or do anything which
will deter othera from dolng what they
are willlng to do, My friends, not only
heve we a beautiful and renowned clty
for our home: a ity adorned with monn-
mentg which not anly teil the story of the
herolsm and prowess of our people, but
of the strugglie which that people made In
defence of sonstitutional liberty and the
right, and

“Eiernal right, though all «lse fall,
*an never be made wrong.*
The Sobiest and the Besy,

But this city is also the capital and
pride of Virginia. 1 know jt Is the fush-
fon now-a-days, In  ®ome quarters, to
gpenls with derislon, If not with contempt,
of the ol “Mother of States and States-
men.' and for shame Dbe It sald, that
pyven somie of her own children sometimes
join I that Kind of talk. [ cannot begin
io fathom the contempt that 1 feel, and
wlio

here try to express, for the man

decries or attempts to deride, this splendil
and  devoted old  Commonweanlth, In
my opinlop, the noblest and the best,

and the bravest and the purest people,
that ever walked this green earth, were
"""ﬂ."; upon the soll of this splendld old
Statk An cempire within self, Her
mountaine  Merally  groaning with all
Witdg »f minerale, to which we have ddl-
e ymmunleatlion by several Hnes. Her
ueg.coust dotted with the most commo-
diouw, and at the same time the safest
hiarbors in the world Her Valley and
her Pledmont, her Bouthwest, her South-
wide, and her Tidewater, all either walv-
tne with the golden harvests In summer,
in winter feeding the “cattle upon a
thousand hills,” or producing every lux-
uty that can tempt the palate of man.
Anid our elty is in the midst of all these
splendid and tempting surroundings, Yes,
my friends, we have & splendid inheri-
tance, Let us not only “'go In and pos-
geas 1t but by our words und our works,
show our appreciation of the great privil-
pges and blessings & Kind Providence
haz showersd wpon us.

1 supposs that an address even af the
modest pretendlons of this one, would be
Incomplete without some relsrénce to our
grest country in which we live. I must
confesz, my friends, that not having had
the privilege of attending the Waorld's
Fair, and never having been to Chlcago
at all, of course I can't know & great del
about this great country. Lur good
friends, Ashton Starke and Arthur Cinrie,
and o but not least, Dr. Btrong., can
tell you more about this great country in
five minutes than [ could fn the rest of
my life, and so, after quoting a few pas-
ges from Dr. Stropg’s “New Era” to
ghow you a little of what he thinks ahout
our conniry, 1 am going (o 1tWrm Fon over
to Starke and Clarke for anything else
you may wish to know on that line.

This Graat Southlanid.

Judge Christian quoted at some length

from Dr. Btrong and othéra on the great-

negs of this natlon and people, and con-
Linued:

Well, we are In the midst of &l this
greatness.  The prodncts and mapufac-

tures of every sectlon of this #ountry can
be hrouvght to our doors, and many of
them will come this way to Our gegporis
We can make our seaport, Newport Nows
the entrepol for an immense poriion of
thiz great arvea, and this elty already hna
the huslness houses and the caphtai to
hardle the {mports and exporis to and
from thls extensive and Invitlng field
What, I ask of these stireing andg saga-
clous merchants of Richmomd, are you
galng 1o do with this your greatest oyp-
portunity? Come to this chamber and de-
termine, and having determined to sucs
poed you will never, never fall, But the
section to which we must Yook especlally
for material sympathy and support fis
this southland of ours, every clty, ham-
let, home, and acre of which Is endeared
to us by tles which grow slronger and
atronger with each recurring year. Every-
body In Richmond loves the South, and
the whole Senth loves Richmond, The
people of the South love to come here ax
tn thelr Mecea of memorfes and achieve-
ments, and I would love to see this hall
ecome Lhe general gathering place of
every convention of the sonthern people,
whethier called to consider thele materiul
development or thelr potitical or morul
welfare.
The New ("hamber,

Andl now, my friends, T have about fine
jshed what I have to say on this; to me,
very Interesting occasion. I was asked
by the committee of arrangements to
make a littie speech, and T have com-
pled Hterally with their request in this
respect, as you see. I &m aware of thé
fact that § have sald nothing vew, and
1 am also aware of the fact that my
speech I8 the better on that secount. I
have told you but little about the or-
ganization and work of this chamber,
first, because a'history of the organira-
tion was recently published in one of
the ciiy newspapers, und wan doubt!oes
read by you all, and, secondly, because
1 would fain hope that the work done,
and belng done, by the chamber had
already ade, and would continue 1o
make, it own ltmpressions, Bat, per-
haps, 1 ought to suy a few Wonds taore
about this splendid bullding. and -those
who wera malinly Instrumental in having
1t erected. In the first place, it was bulit
by the cordial co-operation of the mwm-
bere of this chamber, and without that
co-wperation [t would pever bave been
bullt. In the second place, 1t was built
by rantract, and not by day labor, and
In the third place, it was bulll within
the time specified In the contract, wnd
within the limits. of the amount con-
templated to be expended In bullding it
8o you see that husiness principles “and
bustness methods marked wvery step
taken. Whep all connectsd with  the
nudertaking have done s much. sl
dotie 8o weil, it looks soméwhat Invidious
to single out a few names for special
mention. But T feel sure that no one will
find fault If 1 mention the names of 1. A.
Dunlop, secretary of this chamber, who
has really “borne the heat and burden”
of tha job all the way i of Messrs.
8, H. Hawes, W. E. Cutshaw, T. A.
Cary, John & Willlams, James R."Werth,
N. v.-mmmom H, Purdel], of the

and * COW 5
Fllett, James D,
J. H. Whitty, who rendered
services; of our
* Jl
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In Coueiusion,

And now [ have done. [ have sald
all thet 1 have with bat Mttie time for
prepuration or thought, and emid sur-
roundings, and with feelings not cenidu-
clye to the proper discharge of the duly
aisjgned 1o me.  Buot 1 have simply dons
the best 1 conld, under the circumstances,
Al that 1 have said hne been with an
ey glogle to the best Interests of this
hody and this clity, both of which I love
with a devotion I bave no words o ex-
press,  Carlisle says, “The centuries are
11 lineal children of one another” We
gee what this chamber and what this city

hias done, within the sort space of about |

a guarter of a century. ian we not
take courage [rom what we have dote
thus far, d beginning  afresh,
thess nugpiclous surroundings, will s
the people of Hichmond, of every irade
and ealling, come up and join and jdeotify
themselves with this chumber and s
work, and muke themselves such a power
for the ndvancement of its every Interesy,
that our city will pccupy the place and
exercise the Influencs among other com-
mercin!l centrea of the country
nature, by her gift of locatlon, climate,
and other advantages, destined her to
vcorlpy, ands which her people have the
fntelligence, virtue, and energy (o make
her enjoy for all the centuries to gome?

Yea, my friends, we lavite you all 1o
make thiz house your huslness home,
few] (hat you all are members of this

business family, and that we are really
and  truly wge band of brothers' euch
gtriving to do what he can ta promots
the common ond hnpertunt trusts com-
mitted to our handa

To our friends from sister citles, and

from the conmtiy, we say we bre glad to |
weleome you here now, and will be at |

all times, wnd whatever interest you
manirest in us or our work we uppreclate
ti the fullest exrent. We wish 1o say
to our friends, from the country expec-
tally, thag If you ever suppose that what
we Ao here i done with the Intentlon o

deslre of antagoalzing or lnjuring . you,
you, are grentls mistakon, Wa recog-
nize fully the mutda! relations of the

conntry nnd the city, and we wish Vhese

relations to cominue and Lo grow s{ronger

and closer as the years roil by, And in

the words of the poet we say:

“Come, broad-souled commerce, hear ber
proud “all hall’;

Trensutes of ovean and of soll unseuling,

Come on thy plnlong, swift of stream
and sall,

Yot evermore by highway, river, rafl,

With golden trade, bear wealth of golden
fesling.

Bear with the weavings of our toll and
mkill,

A e to bind us in fraternal band,

With offerings of the farm, the mine,
the mill,

A reciprovity of men's good will,

To hold earth's sundered people hand in
hand."

The Banguef,

iarddia’s band played “Dixls and
ralsed great enthusiasm, as this inspiring
Southern tine always does in Hichmond,

At the ¢close of the ceremonies the
sovoral hundred guests adjourned 1o the
board-room oft the foor above, Wwhere
they discussed a large bowl of “apple
toddy .

From there they were Invited to a din-
ner, which, for want of more conveénient
quarters, was sprend In the gpacioug hall-
wiavs of the third and fourth stories.

The banquet was of the most elegant
and invitlng character, and profuse in
its plenitude,

Hon 1 plgs, roasted saddien of mutton,
aplendid turkeys, and great roasts of heer
formod the foundation of a very siegant
repast, served by the colored  caterer
Jamea Forester,

The magnificent building which is now
the home of the Richmond Chamber of
Commerce, 8 one of the hundsomest
stiuctures in the South. Fronting on Maln
H'rr-i &x stories, and on Ninth street
gever storles, oJt I8 massive and impos-
ing In appearance.

The Richmond Chamber of Commerce |

wias organized In September, 187, and
from that hour to the present, has been
a potent factor In the business prosper-
ity of this clty.
e Flirat Officers,

On October 9, 1867, the first officers of
the chamber wWere ted, as follows:

David J. Burr, president; Isane Daven-
port, Jr., first viee-president; Thomas
W, MeCance, second vice-president: J.
L. Apperson, treasurer, and P, (i Cogh-
lun, secretary; and the following directors:
T. (. Peyton, . O, Nolting, Alexander

Cameron, Lewls 1. Crenshaw, R. J
Rlankenship, W. (. Ferguson, Jumen
Woodhouse, T. & Baldwin, Powhitan
Weisiger, A. Y. Bwkes, William B

Isancs, . B, Bemley, John Purcell, James
K. Branch, and W. 3 Donnan.

Al this meeting the cunvassing com-
mittes reported 20 names for election as
niembers,

After the resignation of Mo Eurr, nho
gerved untll Ccrogper 10, 182, the aillce
was successfully flled for two terms
by Mp. Thomas W. MeCance; for a like
perlod by Gensral Joseph 1 Anderson;
fur five years by Mr. E. 0. Nolting: lor
five years by Mr. 2. F. Rlankenship; for
three by Mr. George A Alnslle; for three

by Colonel Jubw B, Purcell; and the
present  Inenmbent, Judge George L.
hristian, s now serving his second
term.

The first plecs of the mesting of the
chamber wus over the First National
PBank: from there it moved 10 quarters
fn the Commerval Club, on Governor
street, 'n the bLullding pow known a3
#t, Luke's Home;
moved with (the Commercinl  Club 1o
No. 12 east Muin street, whers it oecn.
pled quarters until January 1, 185, when
it lensed rooms In the Merchants Na-
tional Bank bullding, in which It re-
mained until the 24 of October, when
it moved into Its commodious quariers,
at the Chamber of Commerce bullding.

Yarg ¢ Yuar = cwiedd

In 1550 the membership had so eplurged
that it was then found “that the rooms
tnn which the organization met were too
smull and jnaccessible for 1is general
meetings and dafly work, which first
suggesi~d the necessity fov ereciing i
Chamber of Commerce bullding. Mr.
f. A, Cary, Mr. J. H. Whitty, and My.
John 8. Ellett were appoiniel a com-
mitter o prepare and report & plan of
procedure. The report of this commities
having been male and adopted, the
board of direciors and Mr, Cary's com-
mittee, with ather additions from the
membership of the chamber, were con-
stituted & canvissing committes to ralse
the pecessary funds for purchasing a site

the bullding.
‘q‘:‘hi: cumimities, after vigorous work,

) in securing subscriptions Lo
:?m:d the ‘amount of $53,000, when the
three lots at and adjoining corner of
Ninth and Main streets were purchased.
A Buliding Commitiee was then appoint-
o), consisting of the president and secre-
tary of the chamber ex officio, and three
members, Messrs. 5. H. Hawes, Jas, L.
Crump, and T. A. Cary, selected by the
stockholders, Mr. Crump having resign-
ed, later on Colonel W, B. Cutshaw wis
selected as his successor; and the prosi-
_of the chamber and the secretary

from |

which |

¢rom which place it |

L. Staples, J. R Tuck
Jr, & D, Wingfield, J. L. Ah‘ld:;:
A. M. Christlan, Jr, 1. D, Cren.
| #haw, Jr, C. H. Fleming, R. H. M.
| Harrlgon, L. Z. Morris, John 8. Munce,
| K. 8 Rose, Ashton Starke. R. L. Tray-
' for, G, G. Valentine, J. H. Whitty, A.

l . Yarbrough.
I A Cure {rCroap.

When on a Visit to Towa, Mr. K. Dal-
ton, of Luray, Russell county, Kansas,
called at the laboratory of Chamberlain
& g, Dea Moines, to show them his
f-yenr-old boy, whose life had been saved
by Chamberinin's Cough Remedy, It hav-
| ing cured him of a very severe attnck of
| eroup. Mr. Dalton 15 certaln that {t saved
his hov's iife, and is enthusinstic in his
pralae of the Remedy. For gale by Owens
& Minor Drug Company, P, M. Sinughter,
E. . Reeves & Co,, H. 0. Forstmann.

Richmond and D.n;‘:llll Kallroad Hollday
"...

From December 24 to 2ith, inclusive,
! and from December 30th to Junuary Ist,
inclysive, exeursion tickets will be sold
between all points on the Richmond and
Danville system in Virginla, at rate of
| four cents per mile one way, for thes

round trip. Tickets Hmited January 3,
| 18, On the sanw dates, and at the same
rates, excursion tickets will be sold be-
tween all pointe on the Richmond and
Danville system, ¢, C, & A, C & G,
and Georgia Paclfic rallways, located in
| the States of Virginla, North Caroling,

and South Caroling, Alabama, Georgla,

and Mississippl, within a rudlus of three

hundeed miles from starting point. Ex-

cursion tickets will also Fe sold at the

above rates, from Richmond to poinis on
J the Norfolk and Western rallroad, west
| of Burkeville, to statlons on the Farm-
villé and Powhatan milroad, via Moseley,
wnd to stations on the Atjantle & Dan-
ville raflvoad, via, Jeffress,

For the benefit of students of colleges
and schools, presenting cerflficates slgned
by their principals, ticketz will be gold at
above rites from December 16th to Jith,
Inclusive, limited January 4, 1584, to points
in Virginis, North and Seuth Carolina,
and (reorgia, tocated on the Richmond
and Danville system, ¢ . & A, and
(', & G. rallroads, and to Charleston,
8, «,, regardless of throe-hundred-mile
limit.

Apply at passenger offics, 9 east Maln
elreet, for further information.

JOHN M, BEALL,
Traveling Passenger Agent.

Chrtatmas and New Yonr Hollday Hates on
the Chissaprake und Ohlo Baliwny.

On December 22d, 2d, 2th, SHth, 30th,
aist, and January 1st round-trip tickets
will be #old by Chesapeake and Ohlo Rail-
way Company to lts stationg at reduced
rates, good to return until Janvary 3d,
1894,

The following special rates will apply:

Richmond and Lynchburg....ocooianas £ m
Richmond and Norfolk.... wire
Richmond and Old Polnt.....ccooniiier 3§

Richmond and Lexington, Va..... iseee B 00
Richmond and Cliftan Forge....... P |
Richmond and Washington............ 45

The title of The Virginia Safe Deposit
and Fldelity Company has been changed
to the Virginie Trust Company, by act
of Leglslature.

Tmproved Floride servies,

In addition to the present double dally
service Detween the east and Florlda,
vin the Atlantle Coast Line, this line,
commencing January 10th, 1804, will run
lts celebrated New York and Florida
special, dally, except Sunday, lenving
New York at the convenient hour of 12:10,
noon, and running #olld through to Bt.
Augustine, arriving there the following
day in time for dinner, This will be
only ane night out.

This train |8 composed, exclusively of
thres Pullman palace sleeping carg, din-
ing car, observation and library car, ves-
tibuled throughout, lighted by electricity
and heated by steam, and I8 the only
traln of its kind punning between the
oust and Florida. Another lmportunt
item, of Interest to fravelors, {4 that no
extra fare will he charged on this train,
the expense of the trip being no greater
on this superh train, than In Pullman
cars on ordinary  tralns.—~Wilmington
Messenger, Dec. 234, 1803,

A comfortable home, a happy family,
Why? HBecnuse the house ls so nieely
furnished by

SYDNOR & HUNDLEY,
Leaders In Furniture,

How's This?

we offer One Hundred Dollars Reward
for any Ccuse of Catarrh that cannot be
cured by Hall's Catarrh Cure.
¥ 1. CHENEY & CO., Frop's, Toledl, O.

We, the undersigned, have known F. J,
| Cheney for tihe last ifteen years, and be.
Heve Wim perfectly honorable in all busi-
ness transactions, and fnanclally abie to
enrry out any obligations made by thelr
aree.

West & Troax, Wholesale Druggists,

Toledo, 0., Walding, Kinnan & Marvin,

Wholesale Druggists, Toledo, Ohlo,

Hall's Catarrh Cure l= taken internally,
acting dlrectly upon the blood and mueous
surfaces of the system. Price, The. per
bottle, Sold by all Druggists. Testimo-
nials free.

| Christmas Holiday Kates From Richmond
vin Petersborg

to all stations on the Norfolk and West-

ern raliroad.

| ‘To Norfolk, $.30; to Lynchburg, $: and

i correspondingly low rates to all other

statlons,

Plekets on sale December 22 (o Zith,
jnclusive, and from December 5J9th to
January 18t, inclusive, good to return
untll January & 1584

For full information, apply to Rich-
mond Transfer Company, 1 east Main
strest: H. D. Owen, ticket agent, Byrd-
Street station, or at company’s office,

838 enst Maln strest.
R. W. COURTNEY.

District Passenger Agen

The title of The Virginia Safe Deposit
and Fidelity Company hus been changed
to the Virginla Trust Company, by act
ol Leglsiature.

Coffre
is rendered more wholesome and palatable
if, (nstead of using milk or cream, you use
the Gall Borden Eagle Brand Condensed
Milk, or If you prefer it unsweetened,
then Borden's Peerless Brand Evaporated
Cream.

The title of The Virginia Safe Deposit
and Fidelity Company has bheen changed
to the Virginia Trust Company, by act
of Legislature.

Tested by Time.

For Bronchial Affections, ¢ ete
Phr:‘fn'n Bronchial Troches m

eMene Lest of 4TS,
5 ;;me a of muany years.
~ “Hrown's Bronohial Troaches™
g P g
e et TR ey T Bokse.
~ Ten Plana, Thirty Organs
lrmmmi-

_reduced from

al Dbargains, to be

0 aloos 448
YEAR other i

#hould take advantage of thix sale, i A
T‘:ﬂ.mm Lamps, reduced from §i8

One Banquet La oved N .
e v Gt M
Onyx Top Chased
ng::m;mdﬂsmln il m
vered Metal T . reduced
rromu‘a mt: 16,75, W S
nge Pitcher, redueed to §2.15,
$2.35 Bronze Pitcher, reduced to :JO. ’
$2 Bronze Pltcher, reduced to $1.47. !
$1.7% Bronze Plicher, reduced to 5119,
$1.35 Bronas Pitcher, reduced to 76c,
Prices reduced on Japanese goods of
every, description, such s Trays, Hand-
kerchief and Glove Boxes, Bmoker Bets,
Brackets, Cups and Saucers, Tea Betn,
Creamers, Chocolate Pltchers, Vases, ete,
We ::nj! lpaﬂal‘sttmtioa to one very
n ene Vase,
;I.,TT Apan awe, $10, reduced lh..

One very yu&;’ Japanese Vase, §12.50,

One very handsome Japanese V.
$8.70, reduced from $I7. e ey

PLUSH PHOTOGRAPH ALBUMS, :

Reduced from Te. to ide.
Reduced from $1 to T,

Redueed from 31L50 1o e, |
Reduced from 82 1o $1.198, |

LEATHER BACK PHOTOGRAPH Alas 4
BUMBS.

Reduced from $1.35 to 81, £
Reduced from $1.50 (o §1.5, |
Reduced from 8 to 314, £l
Reduced from 3250 to $1.75, "‘1
Reduced from $200 to $2.00. il
The “Shakespenre” and the ‘'Castie™ 1
Leather-Back  Photograph  Album,  ree i
duced from §7 to $h There Is nothing Ay
handsomer mude, ' ‘j!
PLUSH DRESSING CASES, ﬁl
Reduced from 35 to $12.050. "

Redueod from 16 to $10.75, A
Reduced from $15 to 3575, L
Redveed from $13 to §7.75, |
Reduced from $12 to §7.5, |
Rednesd from $10 to 88,60,

Reduced from 88 to $4.69,

Also reductions on lower price cases,

”I;‘I’uah Photo Boxes, reduced from & to

Jowel Cases, $2.20; were 3350,

.Ilr}vfl Canes, 3100; were §5.

nfant’s Comb and Brush 8 uced
from .50 to §2.00. il

Celluloll and Plush Collar and Cuft
Box, reduced to $2.00, from $h

Tray DBrust Set, was #, npow .87,

Gent's Leather Dressing Cases far uns
der regular values,

Manlcure Set, $1.70; was $2.75,

Manlcure Set, $117; was $1.75,

Municure Ret, $1.50; wan $2.55.

Manlcure Set, 3.50; wan $4.19,

Handrome Work Box, 3287, was .

Gent's Smoking Jackets,

Gent's Dressing Gowne.

We have a few each of the above
wilch are 1o, be soid far below cost
ruther than puck them away.

Come In and get one ot & lower price
than you ever dreamed ons could be
bought az. i

2 Gray Smoking Jackeis, gize 34 and 38,
furnier price $12; now §7.75.

4 Navy Blue Smoking Jackets, size 34,
3%, 1, tormner price §; now .75

2 Navy Blue Bmoking Jackets, size 34
and %5, former price $8; now KW,

2 Engllsh Plald Smoking Jackets, size
B and 40, former price $8: pow $6.50.

2 English Mald Smoking Jackeis, size
23 and 38, former price 38; pow $3.75.

5 Dark Hrown Smoking Juckets, size
84, &, 36, 4, former price §4; now 385,75,
+2 Dark Gray Smoking Jackets, sise 34
and %%, former price $5, now 8275,

4 Garnet Smoking Jackets, slze M and
3, former price $; now 876

2 Rlack Japaness Flik, with red lning,
sizs 3% and &, former price 36, now K.75.

1 Garnet Japanese Silk, with old gold
lining, sige %, former price $5; now $1.Y6

I Dark Hrown Smoking Jacket, size 25,
former price $8; now B0,

1 Navy Nlue Smoking Jacket, size 34,
forraer price $12; now $1.75.

"

DRESEING GOSWNS,

3 Dark Brown Dressing Gowns, nize
0%, 1, 40, farmer price $18; now $13.37.

1 Dark Blue Dressing Gowns, size 36, 40, ;
42, former price $15; now 39.76. {

2 Dark Blue Dressing Gowns, size 34, 27, -
35, former price $135; now 050,

1 Dark Brown Dressing Gown, size U4,
former price $10; now 9675

1 Durk’ Gray Plald Dressing Gown, tize ;
%, former price $13; now $5, ; 'y

Blue and Black Sweaters, 8,50 and 8.

BOYS' CLOTHING.

Jere |8 where you can save—
$1.19 will buy a L3 Buit,
$Lu8 will buy a 200 Suit,
$2.48 will Lbuy a & Solt. ' "
8337 will buy a $1 Sult, g
$5.98 will buy » 85 Bult,

$2.25 will buy a 33 Overcout.

$2.65 will buy a $3.98 Overcoat. -
$4.37 will buy a 3§ Overcoat. . b
Our 82 Jersey Sults now 4260, ¥
Our $4 Jerssy Huits now $.20, .
Our $4.50 Jersey Sults now .37, -
Our §5 Jersey Suits now $418. .
Our $5.00 Jersey Sults now HA8,

$298 Heefers go at SL3, .

$5 Reefers go at W10,

§ RNeefors go at L TN . 4 g

FOX PAPER, [

Sonlety Bhaded Paper and Envelopes, ¢
l'l'l::; 10{ Just w ':

CARD ENGRAVING. o

i Cards Engraved for §i
10 Cards Engraved for §L.35.
0 Cards Engrived from
100 Cerds Engraved from
We use finest stock and
best work., Give a trial order.

WHITNEY BABY-CARRIAGES.
We are the first :

Ry

| 4"

e
AT




