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TUE CRITIC'S CORNEE.

DEVOTED T0 COMMENT UPON RE-
€ENT PUBLICATION,

*The Wagnar Story Book”_"Life and Let.
ters of Ersstmus”—The Farmer's

- -
Boy"—Literary Noter
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[\ .

155" “‘l.ltf:nc: H}:wy Frost. llluqtuud
. by Sldney Richmond Burleigh. Charles
| Beribners' Sons. New York. $1.60. For
sale by West, Johnston & Co. ;
“What shall we give our children to
read?’ is one of the questions of the
day., The eager restless, craving little

mimh' the quick Imaginations feeding
upon fancies before they have mastered

facts, the Infant appetite for the won--

derful, how shall we foster and direct
these? Where all the thinking I8
in plctures, fictlon is an unknown word-—
expressing only a child's mental play—
and there is no standard by which to
measure the marvelous, the Impossible.
Dreams run Into undefined lines of every
day life and the child’'s tireless spirit,
fresh from nature’s fount, rises above
wnf pale limitations of reason and gees
only the wondrous early gods, and “the
flaming ramparts of the world.” So the
wonder stories of all ages have been
ransacked for our younglings from Homer
to Captain Ridd, but no one before has
had the happy thought of a Wagner
Story Book.

Under the graceful gulse of falry tales
seen n the fire and told to a child, we
have here all the Scandanavian myths
and poetle leggends Immortalized by being
linked with the muslc of Wagner. It is
a wholesome book besides, with Its big
mystical heross, and enchantresses who
always fail to overcome the right—some-
thing of the high, pure alr of the Norse-
land blows throu, Its pages fresh and
sweet and strong, are the plelures so
daintily held up before the little girl
who guzes with wide eyes Into the lire
to wailrh the facinating procession—the
stately swan of Lohengrin, the pllgrim's
march in Tannhauger, the wondrous
flower-garden of Parsifal and its holy
grill shinlng under the dome. The un-
duvlating forms of the sea—nymph and
before hier, a8 they guard thelr glittering
treasure; far down, hideous dwarfs ure
forging the margin ring, while above all,
bockons the glorious pulan of the gols,
When the Trilogy is one day put before
her it will not be only “the opern’—she
will understand It all as a great moral
drama. The sword of Slegfried, the birds
that talk to him the dragon he slays
g curse of the gods, will all rave
their meaning, Bhe comes face to face
with the Valkyrias, “the choosers of
the slain,' as they gather at the bridge
of Valhalla.

Nothing In classic fable e?ua!s in fire
and poetry this wild ride of the Valkyrins
coming with the specd of the winds from
many a battlefleld and on a pathway of
cloud, cach bearipg the body and soul
of a dead warrlor into the paradise be-
yond. The plunging horses, that “choke
the darkness from thelr loosened mones,'
reined by these golden-haired daughters
of the god, ecalm, beautiful, majestic,
thelr gory burdens before them, seem
some splendid fragment of an old Norse
frelze that Wagner has reproduced for
mﬁ(t’;:mbu?des rd plet the *

t, bes| W pletures e “story
book" gives everywhere lessons for the
lttle ones. The gods themselves grow
pale and old when love Is not with them—
nrcm!s»s must be kept at any cost—pun-

hment follows all erime, only the brav-
est and truest coulit wake the goddess
who slept, guarded by the fire of purity
and pity is divine! more tent than
magle, saving the fallen nnt?uhnnlirl‘ ut

& touch the wounds of this wofry world,
J )

LIFE AND LETTERS OF SRASMUS, by
James  Anthony Fronde, Charles
Soribmer's  Sons, New  York, $2.00,
For sale hy West, Johnston & Co.

In this series of lectures, delivered at
Oxford, 1803-4, and published precisely
a8 delivered. Mr, Fronde gives us not
only a very sympathetle, valuable, and
Bitractive plece of biography, but nedes-
karily, Erasmus being what he was,
glimpses at the princlpal actors In Fu-
rovean political and religious life in an
eri. when the world was In travall for
the delivery of the pure and naked truth,
and when the Spirlt of God was moving
upon the face of the waters.

The letters from which he has quoted
are so numeroud und so lengthy, that, s
he himself saye, he has been compelled
to “abridge, compress, and epitomize,”
His obtyect, he states, has “been rather
to lead historical readers to a study of
Erasmus’ own writings than to provide
an abbreviated substitute for them."
“The personallty of Frasmus, we ure
not long In discovering is one with which
Mr. Froude Is more closely in touch
than that of the fearless, passionate,
Hon-hearted German Luther, but while
conceding much that he claims for the
former, we are certainly not prepared to
coneede, even with #o eminent and able
a scholar as Mr. Froude, that to the
two great men the former was the great-

or.

Hig views regarding Henry VIIL are,
of course, those whose expression start-
led the public years wgo,

To presenting the character of Eras-
mus justly Mr. Froude has lent all the
force and charm of his delightfully dis-
tinctive lterary style with the results
that he has given to the public a book
combining ucational value with (he
fascination sure to attach to a brilliant
and sympathetic sketch of a vivid life
lved in vivid times. The quotations from

letters of Erasmus are aptly intro-
, and emphasize Mr, Froude's views
of his character, as well as suggest by
their literal reflections of the times In
which he lived, their value to historical
Bt Frodbes a¥oved oLt i irodue
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THE BURIAL OF THE GUNS: B
n’.l?::nu Nelanor;. m Charles s:lh
by West, Johnston & goﬁ o
This volume contains six short stories

by Mr. Page, of which “The Burlal of

the Guns" Is one, which, with *The Gray

.;“..eg.t of No. 4" and “Little Darby" are
The war » Abounding as It did

in pathos lnm.n romances, furnishes

’mm for these, which are all

. Mr. ‘s teristic

iy as a story ter, slm-
4 -Dlrdl-‘,a Roses" Is simply the
Elory @& true man la.ml - 'mu

EE

i

£ ESATH. w
nrgt it will be Freclsﬂr e
m ressive o
out mlal force, originality or beauty,
they are yet attractive reading. T
'S BOY: Written an -
Tﬂg.m Clifton Johnson, D. Ap-
eton & Company, New York. $2.50
or sale by West, Johnston & Co.
The New England farmer's boy ls, In
this beautifully bound and finely illus-
trated volume, given Mr. Johnson's at-
tention to the extent of one hundred
and  sixteen es, terminating in a
sleigh ride which carries the small trav-
eller out of sight.
The writer riurﬂenu a pleture of the
boy's life during the entire year, and

the bo presents hundreds of boys on
l\ll.:w Pgaft:nd farma. His work, his play,

his life In the Neids and in the home,
Mr. Johrson pletu with a Adelity that
would suggest that very probabl he
was once a New England boy, and the
lilu:t;da.:mm in n’rlhlur thelhn]l;f' me book
i are racily true to .

s(t”wpuld appear that this boy finds

life extrumely agreeable, on the whole,
although by no means without (ts rough-
nesses, He has his work to do, and Is
not the subject of superfluous sentiment
on the part of his energetic and thrifty
parents, but he has his holldays and if
hix mother's affection shows itself "prin-
cipally in putting him into dry shoes
when he wets his feet, consoling him with
cookies when the cow kicks the milk
pan over, and Inslsting with energy upon
pruyers night amd morning, no matter
how low the thermometer, it s an affec-
tlon, he kKnows, a8 true as it i8 undem-
onstralive, and, on the whole, the kind
his growing masculine dignity best likes
and most appreciates, The mechunical
work on the book ls absolutely faultless,

Literary Nefes,

The shaort, alert, space figure and keen
face of the Autocrat have been for m%
many years familiar In the streets o
BHoston that the possibility of seeing D,
Holmes no more could searcely enter the
mind. All those who were accustomed to
the passig vislon of the poet In the Old
Corner Booksiore, and on his daily walk
tor State street, must sStill expect o see
him a lving part of our literary i.vll'i"rﬁ'ﬂi
e of the greater daye of the past. ‘Thou-
sands of hig fellow-citizens, who knew
him by sight, liked to point him out to
one another,

Duritsg the last year or two, when he
has not wilked about much alome, the
publie’'s glimpees of Dr. Holmes have been
rarer. He was usually in his place at
Ring's Chapel, and literary pllgrims from
other eitles likad to go there to see him
sitting In that high-side pew In the gul-
Jery, often nodding, ss he humorously
confessed, growing oul, sleeping pa peace-
fully when an Oriental spoke as when
listening to a New Kngland man.

The svmphony rehearsal Friday after-
noons mtiracted him with much reguiar-
ity during the season, He lked hesring
the concert a day in advance of the Sat-
urday night pecple, he would say, and
there was always for him the tribute
which s paid to fame in the groups of
people ready to stand and gaze at him
getting In and out of his carriage In Ham-
hon place, His appearance at public as-
wemblies of any sort where he wis #x-

pected to take part grew very rdre. But
after his llaess of last winter, Lir. Hol-
mes  aecepted A grest  muany of  the

fnvitations, which were often more near-
Iy entreaties, 10 go about and he always,
naturally, gueat of honor in muny homes
and at many festivals of clubs and 80«
cletivs,

o s

Dr, Canon Doyle considers Thoamns
Hardy and George Merelith as the
deans of the literary faculty In Fngland,
the legitimate sucoessors of Dickens and
Thackery, He, Hke Mr, Howells, con-
stders fiction a4 finer art to-day than It
was in the Ufetime of the lust generition,

- s w

The “Penny Dreadful” is not nnknown,
as It seems, In Uermany, where it hears
the characteristic title of “Shudder to-
mance.” It Is not sold In the shops, hut
i8 caried about from street (o street
and village to village by an army of col
porteurs. The Herlin  “Tagliche Hund-
shau” asserts that there are no fewer
than 41,00 *“Shudder Romance'” colpor-
teurs, who earn their bread by the s=ale
of weekly numbers of thesa novels (o
Germany and Austrim. It estimates the
regular subscribers at  about 20000000,
These novels of crime and horror ¢
not complete in one number, like t
In wur comparatively innocent penny
novelettes, but usually run to about 194
veekly numbers, and rerely conclude in
less epace than W numbers.

. & &

W. Mlarke Russell who has won fame as
a writer of sea storles, sullers so greally
from rheumatllsm that at times he can use
nelther his hands nor his feet, anid s com-
L»-nul to dictate his lterary work, His

ome Is near DBath, England,

- L LI

A London weekly perpentrates the fol-
lowing apralling joke: “Mr, Kipling is be-
ginning to take a deep Interest n dalry-
Ing. Every morning he milks—but that's
an ‘udder story,’ as Hudyard himselt
would remark.”

L

From the Publishers' lrcular It 4s
learned that the fever to be Poet-Lau-
reate 18 now raging in the poetle soul of
Seotland, The countrymen of*Burns con-
slder themselves endowed by nature with
the gift of song, and some of them are
not backward In announcing thelr opin-
lons. An Edinburgh gentleman has re-
cently flled an application for the posi-
tlon: and now his example is followed
by 4 son of Glasgew., The latter cundi-
date ves fully partleulars concerning
himself phys cally—size, age, welght, ete.
—and _states that he has never worn o
kilt. He “can write poet under an
circumstances or on any subject, and wit
such n‘;e factlity  that, “withough ap-
pointed laureate, all country orders wil|
still continue to punctually attended
t0."

Queen Marguerite of Italy's
almost ungureued in beauty J:.’J'?..ﬁ.’.'
some of them being the size of robin's
egk4. Since the first year of thelr mar-
riage King Humbert has given his lovely
consort at Christmas and on the occa-
sion of her birthday one rore of rls
of extreme ificence, This celammi
collar, which been added to from

pani
Ly

rows of perfect Ceylon penris,
rick

of di ?ul,lr"u & great of
m L) ) "

FOOD FOR REFLECTION,

GATHERED FROM THE RELIGIOUS
AND GENERAL PRESS,

Worls of Wisdom on el glous and Moral
Buljgets Which arg Worth Aitgnilon
From the Theughiful,

Thy Neighbor as Thyseif,

What leck of Paradise
1f, in angulle wise, |
Each unto each, as to himsolf, were dear?
If we In soul descriul,
Whatever Torm might hide,
Own brother and own sister cverywhere?
Edwin Arnold,

The Example o. Christ.

“When the Loid came inty the world,
It was ir a much worst condition thun
it Is to-duy. The wealth of the world was
gathered into fewer hands, comparatively,
than it 18 among us, the vilest slavery
that ever stained (he annals of human
history prevalled throughout the civile
1®ed iﬂogm'; ubltc and private  virtue
were but remintscences of the pest, while
eviry viee of which human nature was
capable held universal and almost unre-
buked sway over the humii heart. And
yel our Lord, who came for the purpose
of setting all thm:iu right, had not a word
to say of sconomice reforms or of polltl-
cal retovaticn. On the contrary, He
taught that men should ‘Render unto
Ceusar the things that ar Ceasar's, and
unto God  the things that are Gods’
Though 1Te rebnked the Pharlices, He
taught that they sat ‘'In Moses' seat,”
and sald unto the multitude, 'Ail there-
fora whatscever they bil you observe,
that observe and do: but do not ye afier
thelr works;' that is, according to thelr
bypocritical motives, He refused on an
other occaslin to be made ‘u Judge and
divider' aver the people, and taught st
least h]‘: Impdication that If they would
avolid the sin of covetousmess, such juds
ment woukl be unnecessary, It Is true
He  scourged the money-changers nand
them that sold doves out of the Temple;
that He consorted chiefly with the poor
and downtrodden, and that He fed the
multitude and healed the stek: but these
were the outward effects of the inward
#alvation that He wrought for them,
while He left the question of soclal and
economic reforms ubsolutelyv  untouched,
And He did this becau lie knew that
the greater Included the i that If He
could purge the hearts of men of the
greed and avariee, the cruelty and lust
that possessed them, nll the rest wopld
follow of Heelf: and that without this no
amount of morel reform or clvie regene-
rition would accomplish more than a tem
porary purpcce, He knew that whoat men
nesded was salvation from thelr sing—re-
demption from the power of their snemies;
and that this redemption could not be
accomplished by actunl combats
with the hells and victorles over them
He knew that if He coukd wark out such
a redemption in bebalf of men, and that
It they would avall themaelves of it by
repentance and the e of charity, [t
waould Insugurate o reign of ‘peace on
Earth and good-will townrd men,” and
that notblvg «lse would, He preached,
therefors . bur  religion,
nat reform, #: not the over-
throw of Cacsar, the establishment
Literary Di

2

but
of the Kingdom of Heaven™

Best.

The Value of Civility,

the butterflies of fashion swarmed about
him. But Brummel is not now remember-
ol for lnrjﬂ:{ good or brave. He Hved
for himself. He died without friends,
Loneliness is the punishment the world
Intlicts for selfighness.—Young Men's Era.

Tue Distruetion,
Helf-adaption 18 not self-annihilation.
The wise adapting of oursélves to others,
and the suiting of ourselves to clreum-
stances, I8 an exercise of original power,
not a servile imitating or paralysis of
solf. Says Phillips Brooks, “Ouly he who
lives a life of his own can help the lives

of other men.”"—8. 8. Times,

The Spoken Word,

The spoken word, next to the wrl
word I8, of all things on earth, most vigak
Onee apoken, the w cannot be recalled.
It It be a rash word, an ankry word, a
word of untruth or of malice, an Impure
or profane wond, It has gone, as an arrow
from the bow, on its mission of evil, an

all bad a wilt to speed It on,  Le!
us pause before we speak, and let our
words be words of loving kindness,—x+
change, ==

Look Upward,

Life Is not & mean successlon of Ll
trivinlities, Mon I8 not a mere creature
of appetite and passion. God has lifted
the world and man into the sweep of
Hir great thought. The world he is re-
muking glodous, You and me He will re-
ereate divine, Tt rests with us to place
ourselves In the line of redemption. Look
up that you may be lifted up. Your Sa-
viour, your destiny, your gilding stars are
not beneath, but above, Then lol yours
be the upward look and the onward efe
fort!—Berry.

The Great Men,

The thoroughly great men are those
who huve done everything thoroughly,
and who have never despised anything,
however small, of God's making,—Ruskin,

Religlons Notas,

The Missionary Councll of the Protests
ant I-iplmw?\.:l Church waw In sesion last
weelk in Hartford, Conn. About  forty
bishops anel over two hundesd oy men and
qrs delegntes were In altendance.
thie toples were Assoclate Mis-
slons, Lay Helpers and Missions, Women's
Auxiltaries, Work among the Colored
Hoca and Work among the Jews, The
Immediate mgnagement of the misslons
restd with the Board of Managers in New
York: but these yearly mestlogs of the
Courcll serve to stir up intercst in the
cuuse of midilina and muke this branch of
the Church’'s work better known to thes
iwophe,  Considerable dnterest  wus  folt
in the Amglicun Missionary Confersnce bn
Lendon, which was heldl not long sinee
and at which there were o humber of
representatives from this cuintry,

It 18 reported that the perseoutlon of
the Armenlans in Frosno, Cal, to which
referctice has been made at Jifferent
times, s growlng more mallgnant dully.
AS A vansequence at the annunl meets
ing of the home and forelen « riennt
of the Women of the Congre 1k
Churches on the Pacific Coast, Feld at
Ventura, Cal, recently, resolutions were

wdopted Ilrul--nllllt againgt this persecus-
tiom, and extending to the Arm ns
full assurance of sympathy and fellow-
ship. Bimilar action was also tnken Iy
the General  Assocliation of  Southern
Californiu,

The Methodist Miesionary [loclety re=
ports recelpts for the month of Sentem-
ber of $U929,162 agulost $M61L012 for -

There would be fewer broken friend=hips
fewer unhappy unfong and family guar-
rels, were It pot go muchk the cuslom
among  intimate friemds Jand  relations
to neglect the small courtesies of life,
It Is the fourndation of misery In mar-
riage, and many a serfous and lifg-long
estrangement has begun, not from want |
of affection so much as from lack of that
delicite and instinotive appreciation of
the feclings of others which makes a
person ahrink  from  Buying  unpleasant
things or lnding fault, unless absclutely
obliged, and in any case to avold wound-
ing the offender's sense of dignity, or
stirring up within him feelings of opposi-
tion and animosity; for al*hough many
persons profess to be above tuklng of-
fense at honest censure, and even secm
to court criticism, yvet It must be very
carefully  admipistered not 1o be unpa-
latable, Fven Kind and generous actlons
are often so uncouthly performed as to
eouse  the reciplént more pain  than
plegsure, while n reproof or deninl may
be so sweetened by courtesy as almost
ty do awiy with wny sense of mortitlon-

ber, 13, This makes the total celpla
for vleven months $96002, aguinst §9406,-
W6 for the preceding year,

For the first time in moany yoars the

American Sunday-School Union makes a
gpecial append to the churches, "I'he past
year has been one of the most successs
ful In the history of the soclety, shows=
ing the establishment of 178 new Sun-
day-snchools, and the conversion of nearly
1,000 perscns.
According to the
A German population
thera I8 bhut one
Church In Cinclonatl, The German eon-
gregations  there are  independent  anid
are searved by o coterio of Gorman eccle-
slasties, whose chilef Gospel 15 that of
“liberty of thought and lleense of con-

duels' In a conversation with a n
Aﬁnmn they were asked whether

World, In
of at leant 595,000
German - Lutheran

Latheran

they
were Lutherans, ‘To thig they roplied,
“We be Luther's mon, but not Lauthers
ana.” They also mafd they pejocted Lhe

Augsburg Confesston, diclared the Hible
thelr only ereed, and had no such ' Hom-
Ish shackles as cr 1. The divinity or
delty of Christ the inid when

rl,

deniei,

tion or disappointment. (lood breediog ¥

Is always Inclined to form a favorahle | tlon was culled 10 pussages
Judigment, and to give others the credit | th His deity they declared
af  belig actuated by worthy motives, | were not written by an Apos-
It dowes pot wish or seem (o know mors | the accounts of the full, the
about people than they themselyves de- l Mood and the resurrection, are not tu
wl should be known, dut It Is always | be  belleved,” When guestioned us  to
pr ri«l, when necessary, to take an In- | thelr view of the Lord's Supper, they

terest In the afMalrs of others, while self |
s not suffersd to obtrude unduly.—The
Bapti=t W y.

I'lensunt Propie,

Some men move through life ns g band
of muste moves down the street, tlinging
out pleasure on every shile through the
ale, to every one far and near who can
Hsten, Some men Al the ale with thelr
prisotice nnd sweeiness, as orchards in
October days ML the alr with perfume
of rlpe frull. Soeme women cling w thelr
own houses LKe the honeysuckle over the
door, yet, like it, sweeten all the reglon
with the subtle fragrance of thelr good-
pess, They are tress of righleousness
which are ever dropping precious fruits
arvinrd them, There are lHves which
shine like starbeams, or chirmn the heart
like songs sung upon a holy day,

How o great a bounty and a hlessing )t
18 to bold the royal gifta of the soul so
that they shall be musk to some, and fra-
rance Lo others, and life to all! It would

no unworthy thing to lve for—to make
the power Wolch we have within us the
breath of other mén's Joy,; to scatter sun-
shine where only clouds and shadows
reign; to fill f"ll.‘ atmospherse  where
earth's weary tollers must stand with a
brightness which they cannot create for
themealves, and which they long to enjoy
and appreciate.—Exchange

R e
Punlshment for *elllshness,

In the case of an honest and a gonerons
man, he I8 his own poorest company.
Suth & man knows his own fallings, his
own meannesses, He will, when he cun,
et away from himself and ldentify his
rmeulu with the concerns of others,
The selfish man, whose thoughls cenier
in himsell and whose aspirations concern
only his own perronal agyrandizement
Is t of creatures. To be sure,
& man's L cal suffering may be alie-
v w
ers of Mercy

his character, as the
red 10 the needs
:tdl,h:‘lur the close of !wl.wliuu Bmmi

A o carver of°
seit-adulation, during which royaity and

7

Cludimed that they were Zwinglians and
not Lutherans,

FProtmably one of the most Interesting
sects In “Hussia (8 the Dukhobortsl, o=
hubiting Large districts of Western Trans-
caucasla. Thelre name, “Wrestlers with

the Spirit,” indlcates that the soclety
at its bexinning helldl views analegous
to those of the German Pletists, They

were men of strong charncter and falth,
But as time went on, and active persect-
tion of them ceased, they begun to show
stgns of worldliness, to amass money
and land, and forget thelr pristine sim-
plicity of lHfe, News from the Caucosus
now stiates that a strangely Intercsting
revival movement I8 stirring these peo-
ple. Thelr leader, Verlgin, has called
upon them to divide their property equal-
ly among all the brethren, and in re-
sponse to his call some of the richest
Irnikhobortsi have relinguished everything
they possess, one man probably the rich-
est among them, having cheerfully with-
drawn his whole properly of 35,000 from
the bank and distributed It among his
less  opulegt  brethren.  Verlgin has
ordered In wll the women of the sect who
wre In service in neighboring towns; they
ara not to leave thelr hames in the fu-
ture, And In view of the possibility of
w future relapse from the faith thelr
energetic leader s stirring them up to
leave the fat lands of the Caucasus for
the remote and desolate steppes of the
provines of Archangel on the shores of
the Whife Sesn. The Dukhbobortsi number
about one hundred Ehouuml.

Women work on the rallroads and in
the nines near Dresden for chout 25
ceils u day, They are sald to do grad-
jng and tunneling with as much =atisfuc-
tion to thelr employers as If they were
men, ‘They get less wages than the

L
cseph Suffecprzka Javosks, who Is
uJul 1w lb": a grandniece of Pulaski, the
Polish patriot, and onee a ountesi i
St Petersburg, sells papers in front uf
the Brooklyn post effice,



