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, WEATHER FORECAST.
Forecast for Sunday and Monday: .

Vlrglnla, Norto and South Carollna.
Rain and wanner Sunday: freah easterly
vlnds. Monday -pairtly cloudy and coldsr.

PKICE THBEE CENTS.

II N

NFBED n
Richmond a Leader as a Distributing Point

in the South.

THOUSANDS QF TONSARE HANDLED.

Factories Running Night and Day and Railroads are

Rushed to Transport Commodities.

PASSENGER TRAFFiC ALSO SHOWS IMPROVEMENT

Despite the Fact that Business Done During the Spanish-
American War was Abnormaliy Increased Owing to the

Heavy Troop IVIovements. the Records of a!I Preced-

ing Periods Were Broken Buring the Year Just

Ended, and Traffic for the fflonth of January
Shows an Increase Over that of Last

Year.Lahor of ail Kinds is at a

Premium and Manufacturing
Plants Have Orders fcr

Far Ahead . Big
Enterprises.

There are.ibut few pccple diving in

Ttichmond ¦who are aware of the fact that

this cily is onc of the grealest shipping
points on the continent, and as a afstrlbii-
ting centre starids high In the list. More'
first-class tannage originates at Rich-
snond lhan at any otbcr polnt in the

South.
The increase in the freight shipments

tfor the year just ended over tho.ie of

tlis yc:ir preceding, 2s something searcely
creditatole, and espedally tvithin the

past six jnonths. The sfl&amejrts havo

rcachcd proportions that aro simply
*uormous. und are sleadlly growing. One
traaspcrrtation line's buslness' has, for
many "sveeks, shotvn an increase of about
Jo.l'Jt) ivet-kly in reoeipts and this may bo
taken as a fair sample -of ihe business
done iiy other lines.

Shij ments :n many Ihstanoes are to-
day r.iade in oar loads Tvfien they v.ero

formprly Oiandied in smalicr' consign-
anents. Hundreds of car loads of freisbt
are taken directly from the factory or

rtfla mlll to the car and never pass thrbugh
.the ordinaxy ohannels and routinc of
the freight depot or warchouse.

RUSHED "\VITH ORDEltS.
This is true of no commodlty in pariie-

iilar, but of iTxeigiht in general.vAll
¦classts of freight sho\v an cnurmousMn-
cit ise. and this is especiaJly true of iron
produets. Tlie demiand for the manufac-
tured article, sucli as ralls, nails, spikcs
i.v.0 axles and iron for siructural yur-

,-,. -,, ... :¦: .. ii proporUons hltherto
¦unkiiown. JUiils are kcpt busy day and
nlght. but even Tvhen running on d.v.iole
lime 1ind tlhemsolves unablc to supply tl:e
demands made upoii thcm. Thero is not
avia::ory in the clty of Uichmotnd that
has not cncugh of orders ahead to !n-
sure operation for many monihs to conte.
Wh-.it is true of Rlchnjond may n!so

be said of the country as a vrhole. Not
., maiirfactunng plaht "i' any capacity
whatover has faiicd to cxp^riencfi the
prbaperity whlch the country is itow eii-
Joyliig. The indusirial booat irf epidemlC;
lt.M bbundarJcs are the Atlantic and the
racif.c Lakca aqd the Culfs.

MAMMOTH SIIIPMEN'TS.
O'.d traiugjortatipin lines lind thenif-elves

in a posi^.on unable tn pr-perly handle
:!j," enorimons amouut of frelght ivith Ute
«qnipn:c:H on liand, and contracts
arr.oaiiting to milltons have boen W for
the building of inore cars to carry ?r and
tnore engines to haul <t.
The sbinyardf thropghb|it the conntrj*

nre v>orki'ig overtime i't .^rOrr thal ne>v

bottmns may be furhished t° suppli* ti'e

traffla The faci 'that the cbst at :..;:-

ttrials hurt adrancod and th.tr labor of
all l:lnds. e^peeially skHIed la.bor. !s at
n pivmium. has, in no mar.ner, affeeted
t>ie deanand, v.'hleh shorvrs, evcn imicr
Ihese ppudUionR. a teodency to assume

stiH greater proportions. ( _ j
FrcJght rat'es have cven advancc-d on

revora! ocarions. but the decnand for
trans^orlation facllitius has ia no wise
liotn dimlnished. !

sosie oo:cvtxcinc; v.Ccrs.
January has ahvays been cr.vKdercl an

4'ofr m^nth." but even nnv^^rie bush fs-s
done by freisht t-oncerns sliow an Sn-
crea.se over that of l^S and !Sa9. The
total reached during 1S3S may be tegarlod
as al/normal. both In pasaenger and
ifrolght traflle. especlally the' tirst men-

tioned. as the increase was due to the
heavy troeps niovcmfnt, but desplte this
fact .:; ;. :.'..-'.. is sJiown in ¦"Jte re-

receip's of the year that followed, and
Tiov." !n the ithree "n'eelts of the ycar
¦iust besun. an Increase is again notieta-
ble.
One of the various transportation lines

doing businoss in thitj city reported in
January. 1889, a forwarding buslness that
omowited to about ??.W.t and of business
r°ce!ved of abont $3,000, niaking a tota!
of Sll'.OOO. For January. so far. the llg-
urcs to be set opposlte'the above are sil.-
OWar.d $«,50i>, makhtg n total or ?17.."0n.
Car-loads forwarded for Jahuarx, JStiO,
amounted to abo-at 13. and rceeivod from
r!op-.pet5ti>'e jvMnU; no; for the three -\veelts
of Januarj'. 1005. forwarded, 70: roccivpd,
03. making the totais of 103 as against
inr,.
This comparlson wlll prnctically liold

cood for other lines, as the increase is
gfntral.
Paseengc'r traffic, too. rhnws a wpnder-

\ ful in.~rease. More people to-day are
travelling than at any time in the hl.^to-
ry of the ronds. This incrense is not-
connr.ed to elther local or throuch bupi-
ness, but Is about eveniy d'.stributed. In-
creasea rnrge fronr 3<v per eent. to 30 and
85 per cent.

B1G BttlLDING BOOM.
Mueb hac been *»ald of the buildlng

bQom whlch nichmond ix noxv cxpcricnc-
lnj. FiguA*. however, have ao far been

lacking. The Times has liad a contrac-
tor of highest siunding to inake an esti-
uiate on the total cost of niost of the prin-
cipal building operations iist .completed
or in process. He plaees the figures for
the aniount of m'oney to be pald out dur-
iiifr the cbmingr six months for bulldlng
operations at $000,000. As the largest of
these he cites'the following:
ValenUne Meat Juice Company's new

abattoir. $30,000.
Kingan & Co.'s. abattoir, $10,000.
Pace Co.'s abattoir, $00,000.
Hardesty Candy Fac:ory, JK..O0O.
Baldwin & Brown's warehouse', $12,000.
Amorican Tobacco Co.'s warehouse, ?G0,-

000.
.Jlunter & Co.'s. warehouse; $13,000.
Addilion to Cedar Works, $10,000.
"Wirtingdale Maniifateturing Co.'s addi-

tion, 58,000.
Virginia-Carolina Co.'s bag factory, $5,-

000.
Pace Bloek repairs. SIO.OCO .

Mt Zion Baptist church addition, ST.om.
Fultbn Baptist chureh. finishing, $4,500,

total oost. $9,000.
These figures do not inclnde the mil-

lions that will be spent in iinnrovomont?
by the Chesapeake and Ohio, fSeaboard
AJr L'Jie and other railrqads; neither the
money ppent by sueh enrporations as the.
Virginia Eleetrioal Bailway and Pevelop-
inent Company. the James Biver Improyc-
ment Company. 1lie Bichmond Conduii
Company and other -similar organizations.,
There are also mnny building entrr-

prise? going on in the way of small stores,
prlvate hnuses and ohureh edifices and
Inrge numbers of others bclng planned
for.

MONTAGUE FOR GOVERNOR.
ITc TFil] Auiioimco Efis Caiididacy

Tiiesilny
NKYTrOBT XKWS, VA., Jan. 27..Spe-

cial..It is authoritatively stated here that
'llon. A. J. Montague will run for gov-
ernor. He will announce his candidacy
Tucsday.

ANNUAL DJNNER OF
GRIDIRON CLU!

Burlesques, Skits, Songs anH Witty
Spesches Make a Thoroughly

Enjoyable Eycning.
'WASHIN'GTO.V, Jan. 27..The fifteenth

annual dinner of the Gr'diron Club wss

given a.t the Arlington Hotel to-night and
Uke Its predecessors, was the snost suc-
cessful eyent of the year, The Club is
eombosed of forty Washington corres-

pondents, who eacn year giye a number of
dinners and make the iast heid in Janu-
ary a notable ocasion as it is the an-
niversary of the organization.
The banquet-hall was handsomelj' dec-

on-.ted. 'the ceiling and wails covered in
laurel, smilax and maideli-hair ferns,
with palms and other tropical plants lill-
ed every window and corncr of the room.
Through all this mass of green .were
more than a thonsand electric Jights of
all colors. The tablcs were banked with
flowers. orchfds and ro-;es predominating.
w-hile many vases of American B?auty
roses adnrned the room.
.Henry Ijitchfie!d West. of the AVashing-

tnn Post. the new president, occupied the
head of the tab'e. -n-hich 'was made in the
shape of a Gridiron and around -which
w^re gathered r."wo lutndred gtiests and
the nicmbers of the t-!nb.

DARTXG BIT^'PESQUES.
As nsual, the unifiue features and dar-

injr burlesques. together with the good-
naturod ?kits almed at prominent guests,
formed the prlnclpal liart of the enter-
ta'.nment. These Tvero interspersfd with
aongs hy the guartotte, solos and witty
speeches. all inaking a tlwroughly enjoy-
ahlo evftning
The raenu was an exciuislie affalr, be-

Ing a Httle volume bcmnd in leather, each
page having the name \ of a moruber..
with his vigTiette. together with the pa-
per he ropresented. It was intended as a
^jouvenir ot the flfteenth annua! dinner.
Two now memberswere mnde the tex:

for a *tir!esotie on Imperialism. The club
"expanded" for the new members raised
the president to the rank of emneror,
and "crowned" him.
Brinort? from Colonia^ Governors and

vassal states and the conferrins- of Mt&it
wcre rudely lnterrupted by "Uncle Sara"
¦who sclzed -the "crowirs'? and drove the
dee&rated "offlclala" from. the roorn.
A minstrel shaw with really n«w

jokes aanuseu the guests, several songs
Twriten for the occasion were grven, a

verse ibelng allotted to Mr. Bryan with
'an allusion to "16 to 1." Another lament-
ed for Senator Frye, because as president
of tho Senate,' he had to listen to sena-

tors instead of enjoying his favorite
sport, fishing.
The speeehes were especially good, Sen¬

ator Dupuy and the Chinese minister be-

ing at their best, while the remarks of
Messrs. Frye, Bryan, Gorrnan, Charidler,
Tillman, Hanna and Beveridge were of
the usual high order. The speakers -were

placed upon their mettle byjthe happy
Untroduction of Mr. "West, who presided
throughout the dinner with dignity and
ability.

(PROMINENT GUESTS.
Among the guests were Jthe follow¬

ing:
Senator Frye, president of the Senate;

Hon. W. J. OJryan, Hon. Arthur P. Gor-
man, Mr. AVu Ting Fang, the Chinese
Minister; Senators Depew, Beveridge.
Burrows. Chandler, Hanna, Jones\ of
Arkansas; Penrose. Shoup, Tillman. AVal-
cott _: and Rawlins; Representatives
Dalzell, Clark, Cummings, Bewersock,
Hall, Landis, McCIellan, Lawrence, Swan-
son. Tawney. Underwood and AVheeler;
Major-General John R. Brooke, Admiral
George AV. Melville, Bear-Admiral Aaron
AV. AVcaver, Colonel Thcodore A. Bir.g-
ham, Samuel Spencer, President AV. AV.
Finley, A'ice-President and AV. A. Turk,
general passenger agent. and J. M. Cplp.
general traffle manager Southern rail-
way; J. Addison Pqrter and George B.
Cortelyou, secretaries to the president;
Mayor J. Edgar Smythe, of Charleston,
and Dr. Charles TJ: Shepard, of Summer-
ville,- S. C.; M. E. Inga'ils, president of the
C. C. C. and St. Louis railway; Herald
A. Lawther and Lieutenant Cplonel Ar¬
thur Hamilton Lee, British Emtb:issy;
Assistant Seeretary of AArar George D.
Meiklejohn, Genera! Marshall I- Lud-
dington, Licutenant-Colonel Culver C.«
Sniffln, Captain Bansing H. Beach, TJ. S.
A.; F. D. Underwood. viee-president and
J. H. iMaddy, Baltimore and Ohio rail¬
way: James D. Yeomans. Inter-State
Commerco Commission; Myron T. Her-
rick. Cleveland; John Floyd AVaggaman.
Annapolis; General H. M. Duflield. Col¬
onel S. Frank Hecker, Mujor George .7-1.
Hopkins, Detroit; Frank Barksdale,
Pennsylvania railrnad; Frank A. A'amler-
lip, assistant Seeretary of the Treasury;
George K. AA'estinghouse, Pittsburg;
KGeorge U. Daniote, general passenger
agent Xow York'Central railroad; James
Bvers'on, Philadelphia; Louis A. Pradt,
assistant attorney-general; Bichard J.
Bright. se.*geant-at-arms United States
Senate: S. H.- Kauffmann. AVashington
Star; John B. AVig'ht. commissioner Dis-
trict of Columbia: Richard C. Kcrens.
St. Louis; T. P. Shonts, president Indi-
ana, Illinois and Iowa railroad: Charles
TT, Duell. Commissioner of Patents; S.
AValter AAroodwnrd. AVashington; Henry S.
Pritche'tt, superinterident Coaat and
Goede'tic Survey; Robert McXamee,
Speaker of the Florida House of Bcpre-
sentatives and editor of the .Jackson-
ville Xct,-p: John F. AViikins, AA'ashing,
ton Post; George I. Finiay. Puerto Rico,
and AA'illiam O. Smith, Honolulu.

CAUGHTON A BRIDGE.
Mnilier Tries to Roseuo Her Son antl is

Killcd.
TARBORO, X. C, Jan. 27.Special..

John Manning, his daughter, Mrs. Den-

ton, and her son, Johnnie, were crossing
tho Tar River bridge this morning on

their way to Tarboro, when they were

catJght on the bridge by a spe'eial train.

Manning and his daughter escaped in-
jury, but the mothe.-. seeing the imnii-
nent danger of her son, rushed back to
rescue him. It was impo:-fcible to stop
tho train, and she was torn to pieees
under the wheels. The boy's hands were

badly crushed, and it is supposed he is
internally injured. 'Manning was badly
(injured by jumping from the trestlei
The Atlantic Coasl Lino authoritk-s ren-

dered them every i>ossible medieal aid.
The t'.vo new cotton'faetcrie*. Fpuntain

Cotion Mills and Tarboro Mills No. 2
buildings are now complete, and a great
deal of the rnachinery is plaeed, and the
munagement hopes to be in operutiun
by March 1st.
Xew water works and sewerage sys-

tems are being put in and will soon be.
completed.
The East Carolina Railway Company

have completed-eight iniles of trark and
aro running regular trains. The rbad
will probably be complffed to Snow Ilill
by the cbniing fall. They have received
from the Staie farms 125_ convicts to
push the v.'ork forward.
Farmcrs are making diligent prepara-

tions for another orop.

GODWIN LOOKING FOR SQUALLS.
Hc Aiais Hitiisulf for Knture Evontu-

alitics.
SUFFOLK, VA., Jan. 27..Specia!..John

\\'. Godwin, who had to leave his happy
North Carolina home because of persecu-
tion and who passed last night in SuffoTk,
this morning began preparing himself for
attack. He bought a repeating rifie and
a supply of ainmunition and left for
Xorfolk on business.
Godwin is looking for a home in this

viciriity, and will return here in ;t-' few
days to renew the search. He will, as

soon as possible, dispose of his five 'ots
in Ahoskie, N. C, and sell his Hertford
county farm near there. He never wants
to .~ce them anv more if they ean be sold.
Mrs. Gcdwin'is stil! in Hertford county,

or was last night. She is not stayiug at

home, but at the house of a friend in the
same'county.
The loc-al peanut market has somewhat

declinetl in lone during the past weelc
F.u-mers" goods are weaker and the offer-
ings are larger. The market in faticies
shows littlo change. The demand is good.
To-day's quotations: Fancy . i 3-4c;

jumbo. 5 l-2c.: e\tra. 3c.; Xo. 1 AHrginia
-helled. 4e.; No. 2 Virginia shelled, 3e.;
extra large AMrginia shelled, 6 l-2c.:
fai-mers' goods, rur.ning, 2@2 5-Sc; bunch,
3ti3 5-Sc; Spanish, 75c. a bushel.

TheXavy'sSliare.
AArASHINGTOX. Jan. 27. Admiral

AA'atson has cabled the fo'.lowing accoimt
to the Xavy Department of the partici-
pation of the navy in General Kobbe's
sucoessful campaign throuya the islands
south of Luzon, which contain most of
the hemo product:

Manila. Jan.-iS".
Kobbe's expedition to southeast 'Luzcn,

conveyed by the Xashvillc, the Helena
and the afa'riveles, was a complete suc-

cess Sorgogoson, Donsal Bulau, A'irac
and LOgaspe were taken and garrisoned.
Legaspe was eaptured Ttiesday after

sharp iightingt the Xashvtlle co-opcrating
inside of rive hundred yards. Prlvate
Marine Franklin was wounded. and on

board the ^.ash,viIIe, Captain Bradley
and five others, none serious. Fifty-
cuc dead Filipinos in the trenches. Cap-
tain Rogers commenda -Moare, of the
Helena; G'dpm, of the Marivelss; i!oa!e,
Cook, yuenseii, Castleman and Cadet
Evans, for services rendered during the
expedition.

ATATSOX.

¦\Vat«oi< Tttfcps a Conliujr Station.
WASHINGTOX, Jan. 27.. Admiral

AVatson reports this morning .that he has
vaken possession of Isabelia .'coaling. sta¬
tion on Basilan island, atid -established
a marine garrison there under commahd
of Lieutenant Lonjj.

THE CRITlCiSM
ISDNABATED

Yet Nothing Serious Will
Result in Parliament.

MOTIONS OF CENSURE

With Impassioned Denunciations are

All That is Expected.

THE OPPOSITION IS DIVIDED.

This Wns Plninly Showii When Mr,

Jolm Morlcy Publicly Snrered at

Lord Koscbcry's Spocch.Thcy
Will Content 'JT.etnsclves

"With CrUicisiiig Irnli-

vidttal Points.

CCopyrighted 1000, by Associated Fress.)
LOXCGC>\ Jan. 27..Though the criti-

cisms of the government and its methods
of handling the war is 'unabated, i& is

safa to say, that when Parliament meets

Xuesday' nest, nothing serious will ra-

sult. There will be the usual motlons of

censure, with, perhaps, more thau usutUly
Impassioned denunciations of the various
departments oi the admlnistratlon, es-

pecially the AVar and Colonial Otlices,
but such is the patriotism o£ the aver-

age Engiishman and the sertngth. of the
Coriservaitive brgahization that it will be
surprisi'ng i£ Lord SaHsbury> majority
is even appreciably weakened. This mere

tally of votes, however, must not be con-

atrued as a real index or national fcel-
ing, for many a man will go to the gov¬
ernment lobby who outside has privately
declared some one ought to 'be hansed
for mal-administration, and that if Lord
SaUsbury did not disassociate himseif
from the system or culprits resoonstble
for the national hurailiation, he must
eventualiy take the consequences.
The inner oircles are perfeetlv v-ell

aware o;£ such an eventuallty; but tfcey
have no fears for the immediate *i;turc,
impiicPly believing in a suecessful cllmex
of the war and trusting it will offset the
initial biunders.
Another cogerit reason for prophesying

that the session will be barren of changes
affectirig tiie balanee of pewer. is that the
opposition, apparently, is hopelessly di-
vided. Nothing showed this better than
Mr. John Morley's speech at Forfar. Jan-
uary 24th, when for the first tirrie he

nublioly sneered at Lord Rosebery, who
iiumbers among his d'evoted adherents
such btiiliant Liberals as Mr. H. H. As-

qttith and Sir Edward Grey.
LMPOSSIP-E/ TO UNITE.

Lord Rosebery-s raagnificent speech that
week, and the speeches. wliich he has
recentlv delivered, have been convincing
men of all parties of his oxceptional
breadth of inind, patriotism and ablUty
to face a national crisis sariely, and, per¬
haps, it Is not stretehing the bow to

say he to-day commands British con-

nd'enee to a greater extent than Lord
Salisbury, yet it is impossible for the
Liberals to unite on him, and, as the
Saturday Review says: "He is so ad-
mirable out of ofiice that no one woutd
risk putting him in."
With Morle'y so bitterly opposed to the

Rosebery section of the Liberals, and Sir
Henry Campbell-Bannerman such a non-

committal nonentity that his own party
press starceiy ever reters to him, the
Liberals have no leader upon whom to

unite, even should they cohese suineiently
to make a determined attempt to oust

the government, so it is probable that
the opposition's tactics will be of the
guerilla orcicr, contcnting themselves with
putting up.Sir Charles Dilke and others
to criticise jndiviuual points, and whiie
not diicctly challenging a vote uion the
morailty of the war and the govern-
ment's waging of it for fear of incurring
the accusation of being ttnpatrlotic, hay-
ing the end by vigorous academie eriu-
cisiri of the ante-bellum diplomacy, brmg-
itig uj) the Jameson raid skeletou. and de-

manding t)ic production of the with-
held correspond'ence which was referred
to by Mr. B. F. Hawklsey. counsel for
Ceicil Rbodes," in the letters recently pub-
lished by the Ihdependence Beige.

3IEASURES OF CEN'SURE.
This line of policy, however. will not

preVent the Irish members and mos_: ef
the advanced Liberals from ibrinring to

voie most sweeping measures of censure.

But the Liberal leaders of all sections sve

tikely to abstain from supporting the war

itself, which has now been in ;>r'->g>ess
over three months and the British i'os'-
t'.on is worse than when Parliament was

hastilv assembled to grant supnlies.
An "eminent British general, reviewi!)g

the campaign thus summed it tip: "I'Jrst
of aV. we under-estimated the enemy:
socbndly, we knew nothing of the power
of rnoderri weajxins when opposed to each
other in the hands of tolc-rably e<;ual
forces; thirdly, we deserted strategy to

satisfy sentiment. By that I me.sn

LadyVinith and Kimberley appealed \-> us

andv.-e answered as quickly and as un-

th'ngrgly as does an electric receiver to
a tfiitismitter.
"> have learned many things, but,

chiefly, we have learned that long-range
guns "and rifles minhnize tremendously
th.e advantage which formerly aocrued
to the aggressor. Yet, I thoroughly be-
lieve, 'and I am not speaking without
experience. that had any continental na-

tion tindert'aken the same task with the
same foree it iwould by this time have
been wiped out. There are a lot of
things which might have been learned
had we watc-hed the land-fighting at San-
tiago. but we did not. As a result. we

did not have nippers to ciit wires and we
knew nothing about Mausers. But the
appreciation of our shortcomlngs only
makes us the more determined. It may
be six months and it may be a year, tut?
we shall achieve our object."

WAS REFUSED
Judere Speer Dismissed Proceedings

in Case of Dady Against Georgia
and Alabama Railroad.

MACON', GA-, Jan- 27..Judge Speer this
nxorning! in the case of Dady against
the.Georgia and Alabama railroad, re-

fused the injunction sought to. prevent
the consolidation of the Seaboard "Alr
Llno system. -.,-¦]'->-. ¦¦£.
He referred to the fact that canses sub-

-(CpnUnued on Fifth Page.)I

RUMOR IS RIFE IN
BRITISH CAPITAL

Buller's Forces Said to be
in Full Retreat

STORY DISCREDITED.

No Explanation Received of Abandon-
ment of Spion Kop.

SiEGE OF MAFEKING RAISED.

This Report Coincs from Delagoa Bay
011 AVhat is Said to bc Good Tratis-

vaal Autiiority G o n cra l

French Has Siicceeded iii

Getthis .¦. XoucU

With Gatacre.

LOXDOX, Jan. 2S.. J:-J5 A. M..The only
navvs received by the AVar Office during
the night is a dispatcli from Lord Roberts
dalcd yesterdaj* (Saturday) stating that

the situation^is unchanged and that Gen-

ei'al French reports a reconnalssance of
tiie enemy's position on Thursday wlien.
bfc^iound the Boers strongly posted at

Pietfonlein. The maps do not show a:iy
:;uch iplace in the region of General
Frcneh's operations, and it is prcbuble
that sifeitfoht'efni tc'n miles north of Colos-
burg, is the place alluded to.
A apeciai di^patch from Colenso. dated,

AA'cdr.escay, January 2S, says that Cpni-
niandant Lucas Meyer's eommando stu:

priscd and surrcuimed a stroivg bedy ot

Gnerai Methuen's InfEntry, kiiling and
wounding 32 and capturing 15.

DISCREDITED iRUMOR.
LOXDOX, Jan. 27..In connection with

the mceting of the Defence Committee
of the Cabinet to-day the rumor was rett-
uratcd that the AVar Office is concealing
the gravest kind of news from the Upper
Tugela river.
The reports even go so far as to say

the forces of General Bulier are in fuil
retreat.

It is Impossible to confirm or deny the
reports as the officials maintain silence.
They say they have nothing for pubiica-
tion. It is evident, however, from the
AVar Office announcements that the cas-
ualties reported by General Bulier uccur-
red in General Lyttleton's brigade, which
apparently was not engaged at Spion
Kop, that there has been severe fightlng
not yet reported.
Lord AVolseley, the commander-in-chief

of the forces. was also present at the
meeting of the commlttee.
-There is no mcntLon. iere of tihe reports

cirtfoiated in the United States th.it Gen¬
eral Clery has been defeated by the Eoars.
The last lieard of C-eneral Clery wvts that
he was participating m General AA'afrca's
movements.

REPORTS DISCREDITED.
LOXDOX, Jan. 27.1:1? P. M..The AVar

Otlice has no news of the catastrophe to
General Buller's force reported from Ber-
lin and discredited the story. Xeither has
the AVar Office any explanation at least
for publication of the abantlonment of
Spion Kop and there are no advices In
this connection from independent sources.
The dlsposition to-day is to regard the
evacuation as not so serious as at first
thought. and eommentators are abusing
the military autborities, both at tho-
front and at home, for pubiishing hasty
accounts of an ineomplete half-undor-
stood operation, thus aiternately thriiling
and dc-pressing the nation.
The afteruoon papers d*scrib^

the general dispatches as unpieasant
reading for the British people. in-
tensely mortifying to the nationa!
pride and damaging -to the country's
prestige, and scathingly denounce the
gazetting at the present time of the re¬

presentatives, who the St. James Gazette
says:
"Display academic frivolity not uncom-

monly found in combinafion with consid-
erable practical incapacity. Iapsing into-
sneoring when they ought to rebuke, and
filled with the slang and humor of Kip-
ling's subalterns."

PKEVAILIXG FOLLY.
The St. James Gazette sums up its

opinion as follows: "These dispatches
show the folly, which has prevailed
throughout the period the campaign has
euvered and which has exacted its usuai
tithe of lives and men."
Tr.ere are signs of important movements

d'eveioping in the north of Cape Colony.
General French has succeeded in getting
in touch with General Gatacre -possibly
presaging a combination of the two
oolumns and the commencement of a

concentration of the forces which is be-
Iiev-'d to be the ground- work of Lord
Roberts" plan of campaign.
The V.'ar Office announces that the

casualties reported by General Bulier yes-
terday occurred in the battallions of Gen¬
eral Lyttleton's brigade which, so far
as known at the AArar Office, was not

engaged in the capture or defense of
Sion Kop. It appears, therefore, that
they are additional to the considerable
casualties which General Bulier has re¬

ported as having occurred at Spion.Kop.
VOLU'XTEQRS LBAVE.

The last detachment of the infantry sec-
tion of the London Volunteers, number-
ing 131 men were entrained this morning
for Southarapton, where they will err.bark
to-day for Africa. The route from AAreIl-
ington Barraeks to Xine Elms Station
was thronged with cheering spectators,
but not in the same degree as on pre-
vious occasions so the order of march
was undisturbed. The Lord> Mayor and
sheriffs accompanied the troops to South-
ampton. The battery section and ammn-

nition column completing the^rcgiment,
will leave February 3d.
There are sJgns of important mov.jments

dev'elupir.g tn the north of Caipe Colony.
GeneraKFrench has succeeded in gettlrrg
In toucli with General Gatacre, possibly
-presasrjng a combination of ihe two
cob,mii3 and the ctmirinccment of a con¬
centration of the forces which is believed
lo ^ ihe groundi.vork of Lord Ko'oercs'
plan of campaign-

MAFEKIXG (RELIEVED.,
LOREXZO MARQUES, DELAGOA

BAY, Fridayv Jan. 26..It is reported on

good Transvaal, authority that Mafefcihg
was .relieved Tugs.day, January 23d.
BERLIX. ,Jan. 27..Some of the papers

here eiaim to have a telegram from' Prc-
torla saylne that General Warren .was
enticed into Spion Kop, where the Boers
fell uoon him; that peventeen of his
car.non were captured and that Buller's
hasty retreat. over the Tugela river aldne
can save him.
The allcgod Pretorla telegram adds that

.th-r- Britis'is lossej were SCO mep killed and
l.fO0 wopnaed.'" ".'¦. *'" ',
The'd'speitch ccanes; tljrough Brussels

^nd does( not recelve mnch credlt in this
city.'- ".'- --'¦>--. v»¦.».,...4 -t_ .:

POER. CAMP. MODOEK SPRTJ1T.' UP-
PPP TUGELA IWViBI^ Tueedaj. Jan. Jl.

The British are now endeavorfng to forcc
.with -$0,000 troopsf tho Spion Kop. route lo
Ladysmith.
.The flring on General Bothas' position

yesterday was terriftlc. The gra33 was

fired. rocks dislodged and trenchcs
plerced, but the battle ww practfcatiy
one-sided, the Feu'erals only firing thlrty
shots.
A Ball from a shell landed in General

Bothas* pocket. The only Bocr casualtics
were some horses wounded. The nrlns
ceased at dark, but was resumed tb>
morning in the vicinlty of Ladysmith and
here, but up to noon it lacked vlgor.

SITUATION' RETVIEWED.
LONDON, Jan. 2S-.Mr. Spencer ^Yilkin-

soh. whose artlcles on the war situation
have attracted much attention here and
abroad. wrote trie following revtew of
the situation at midnlght ar.d after the
War Offiee had given out a telegram
from Lord Ittberts. dated at Cape Town,
Saturday. saying there was no change in

the situation:
"The affair of Spion Kop appears very

much like a reverse at the dectsive point
of the decisive battle. According to Gen-
t-ral Buller's telegram, General "VVarren
determined to take the hill beeanse it
commanded the enemy*s other positlons.
Having taken if Tuesday night. he aban-
doned it Wednesday night. prcsumably
becattso he was unable to Ko'.d It.
"The published words of Generat Bul¬

ler's telegram have the tone in which a

reverse is announced. Whether the mis-

hap can be made good it is impossible to

say.
"A general attacking has. to some ex¬

tent, the power of making his own de¬
cisive point. General V.'arren may yet
best the cnemy by sueeess at some othor
point or he may retake Spion Kop and
keep it, but unless in one way or another
the battle now going on can be won,

there is no probabillty of Ladysmith bc-

ing relieved.
RETREAT DIFFTCULT.

"General Buller's army. unless suc-

cessfui. will be in a critical position. fcr
its retreat would be a difficult operation.
Tlte main Boer foree is as near to any
point on the railway as is General War-
ren's wing of Buller's army. and the
Boers have the adavntnge of speed. For
this reason, as well as because of tho
importance of his purpose to relieve Gen¬
eral M'hite. we may expeet General Bul-
ler to do his very utmost before givirg
up the attempt, and in this necessity Uea
the best hope of success.
"Tho American civil war showed how

.rified fire-arms, by rendering assault
difficult. produced battlea lasting several
days. and as slnce then the range and
rate of tlre have been greatly Increased
the prolongation of the duration of bat-
tles was to be expected. But without
a fuller knov.-ledge than the telegrams
as yet afford. it is not possible clearly
to lnterpret the episcdes of tho unfinish-
ed tiglit.
"The report from Boer sources that

Mafeking has been relieved Is <-redibrc.
for Colonol Plumer has bejn persistently
working in that dirction. and there has
been time since he was Iast b.eard of
near Gaberones. for him to cover tha
intervetiing distunce. Moreover. the Boers
have wtsely been concentmting their
forces at more decisive points, but it
requires confirmation.

DR. LEYDS INTERVIEWED.
His Preseuco in ISerlin Has Xo Politi-

cnl Sijjiiitieanec.
BERLIN;"Jan. 2.'..The North German

Gazette this evening says that Dr. Leyds,
the diplomatlc agent of the Transvaal.
who arrived here for the ee'ebration of
the Emperor's birthuay, was received by
Count Von Bueiow, Minister of Foreign
Affairs, to-day.
The Lokal Anseiger publishes a report

of an interview with Dr. Lcyds. In whkh
he is quoted as saying his presence in Ber-
lin has nothing to do with poiitios. but
is due merely to the luvitatlon to the
diplomatic dinner. which he had received
from the Imperial Chancellor. He pro-
posed to remain some days, but had no

parttcular uesigns.
Regarding medlatlon, Dr. Leyds sa:d

tho Boers had no octeaslon to appeal to

ony one. Everything was gotniv splehdid-
ly. As to the conclusion of peace, his per-
sonal opinion was that Great Britain
wonUl have tr> return a large Dortion
of tho territory she had seized from the
Boers. and the "Federal Rrpublles would.
of c-ourse. obtain every gu.i.rantee that
not a nair of the heads of their :cinsmen
would suffer. No words, ne continued.
neetf bc wasted on the absoluto independ-
ence of the two repubUes. Ladysmith,
Mafeking and Kiraberiey, Dr. Leyds add-
ed. were simply prisons. wfth the sole
difference that the British had to eon-

sume their own provistons.

PRAY FOR BRITISH SUCCESS.
Hintloos and ilTohammcdans Kxpre.ss

Their L'nswerviiijr I.oyulty.
CALCL'TTA. Jan. 27..A monster meet-

ing of Hindoos and Mohammedans in the
town hall here to-day passed a resolution
expressing unswerving loyaity and attach-
m§nt to the throne and decidlag to offer
prayers for the victory of the British in
all "places of worship. The meetlng also
substrib^d 63.CC0 rupees toward the Man-
sion House fund for the re'ief of the
widows ar.d familles of the victlms of the
South Afrlcan war.

THE AFFAIRS
OF PORTO RiCO

They are Discussed in the Senate
Committee in Connection With

the Foraker Bill.
WASHINGVON. Jan. 27..The Senate

Committee on Porto Rioo has decided. so

far as it can* decide, that the Island,
whose affairs are has under its particu'*r
care, shall be known as Porto Rlco and
not Puerto Rico, as tixed by a recent
executive order.
The qucstlon came up to-day in the

meeting of the committee in connection
with the Foraker bill. providing a forra
of government for the island and the
deciston upon the speiling of the rarce

wa3 unanimouv.
The caminittee -went over the bill ln

detail deciding upon many changes In
phraseology and some alterations is> the
general provision of the measure. Prob-
ably one of the most Important chan^ea
was to strike out the word -cjaatitutlon'*
wherever.jt appears ln the original print
of the bill, which extended the provIs!an»
of the constltutioa as well as of the la.'wi
of the United States to the Istan-L The
change waa made because of th^ oplnion
generally expressed by the members of
the committee that our constituttott ki
not sulted to tha Borto P.lcan p«ople.

JURY TRLVLS-
The opinlon was also quite general

that the extension of the constltution
was.not necessary. Some of the seuatora
expressed tjie opinlon that the native.s of
th* island were not yet prepared for Jury
trlals. Another bnportant amendment
provfdes for 'the, retlrement of Porto
Rlcan colns and snbstitutes for tljea the
- (ConUnued on Flfth Pfj«M

[THE EMPEROR'S
BIRTHDAYKEPT

He is Praised as the
Champion of Peace.

RECALL THE J£SUITS.
Catholies' Lasting Gratitude Would

Thus be Earned.

ELECTRIC MOTiVE POWER,

Berlfn EleTatcd Uailroad Will Iiitro-

tiuce it at an Expeuse of 43,000
Marks-Sensational Xcial of

llank Proidcnt Von

Krlcgshcim Bcjrins
This AVcek.

(Copyright l£vO. by The Associated Fress).
BBRUN, Jan. 27..Excepting that it

was Iacking in court fetes the Emperor'a
birthday to-day was kept in the usual

way. Flags were dispiayed everywuiare
ami the papers publish congratulatory
urticles in which His Majesty is praised
as «hu champiou of peace. the promoter
of civilizatlon and the vigorous helmsman
of Gerrnany's dest'nies.
The Kreuso Zeituug's house. pcet again

publishes his usuat congratulatory ode.
The Centre organs remlnd the Emperor
that the Jeauits are not yet recalied and
say we would earn the Cathoiics' iusting
gratitude by signing the Jesuit RecalL

BRILLIAXT RECEPT [ON.
The court mourning on aecount <of tho

Dowager Em'press' death ulso Stopa all
projetted festivities among tho higher
classes, where tho Emperor was to have
been present. Tuesday's court receptlon,
which waa the only one this wlnter, was

more brllliant than ever. The ladks' cos-

tumes dispiayed unusual elegance, many
of them being of pecullar deslgn.
Arcoivg the older court e.eiuent com-

plaints this winter were Speeiaily strong,
because of the rlgid ne.v court tere-

monial, the style of receptlon belng copled
by the Emperor more and more after tho

Court oi it. James. o!d gor.CIeinon spe-
o:;-.::y complaining uoout ocing forced to

wear knee breaches with thln sllk stock-
ings, lnducir.g rheumatism and gout.
They aiso complain at the increastng
costiihess of the gala coa-ts, which, for
high officials. now cost 1.4U0 marks.
Munich celebrated the Emperor's birth¬

day by a banquet. in wnk-n aQ the Bava-
rian urlnces shared. The heir to the
throne, I'rince Ludwig. toasted the Em¬
peror, and spoke ipr favor of the naval
incrG»i3G»
Though Dr. Leyds, the dlplcmatlc repre-

sentative of tlie Transvaal, claims that
he came here prineipally .to celebrate tho
Emneror's birthday, as in previous
years, the Associated Press understands.
on authority. that he also came to eon-

su!t with the German officials about Por-
tugal's alleged breach of neutrality in
stopping travel to the Transvaal from
Delagoa Bay.

.ELECTRIC POWER.
The Berlin Elevated railroad intends to

¦Introduca eleetrtc motive power ac tha
expense of 4u.00O marks.
The roles for tho Passion Play at

Obcrammergau have now been a-.varded
the eharacter of the Hoiy Mother to bo

represented by Anna Flung^r and that
ot Christ by Antnn Lang. Edward Lang
remafxis as the musical director.
The grave of Humboldt. the naiuralist

and traveler. at Tegel, near this city. has
been desecfated by miscreants. who
Wantetl to st^al the metal oBnaments.
Tho offenders were frightened and f!ed»
Ieavlng their toois.
The German Evangelical AVomen's Fed-

errutions has ipetftfoned Princ* Hohen-
lohe to call a conference <for the purpbse
of lnternationally settling upon preven-
tativo measures agalnst traffic In sirls
for immoral purr*v:e*.
During the .coming week begins the

sensational tria! of Bank President W.n

Kriegsheim and his confederatew who

are charged with a long system of swind-
ling. praeticed ,by internatlonai perjuries
and fbrgeries-. Several promlnent soctety
ladies are involved.

NO HOPE FOR foAJOR BRANDER.
His Comlition Karly This* Moriiiii"

(irrw AYorsr-.

Major Thoma3 A. Brander is in a dylng
condition at his residence. corner ot

Fourth and Franklin streets.
Xo operacion cun be performed upon

him, owing to his b«ing too weak l(J

undergo such. His physleian, Dr. Jacob
Michaux. says that he w..u!d untloubted-
ly die before an operation could ba per¬
formed. _

It is not Ilkely that Major Brander can

llve through the next twsnty-four houts.
Xo hopo is entertalned of his reeovery.

as hU conditi.jn grew aiai-mingly worse

at an early hour thl3 morning.

SIMMARY OF TO-DAV'S NEWS.
gLi.caf.

.AVork of the Legislature.

.Judge AVuddill appoints rccelvers for
the Miller Chlna Company.
.Alleged grlevances of Southern rail¬

road' employes. .fc^
.rharl^s \Ar. Gardner. the negro wno.

was murderously assaulted, died laat

n.RJchmond's great shipplng business.
Statc.

.PubUc instaliaUon of officers at South
Boston. ,

Attorney-Generat Montague to run for
Governor. ^_ . ,.,

.Fcttent Jumps aixty feet from a Xor-
folk hospltal window.
.Old Dominion Uner Jamestown stlil

hard aground, .

.Senate and House committees on

Asylums and Coileges vlsit Petersburg.
_D-welHng and contents burned In Ame-

lia county. ¦¦.'' ,'
.The Methodist ehurch in AtexandrLi

to be «dedicated to-day by Blshoy
AATtlson. <

General.
.Judge Speer refuses to grant the in-"

iunction asked ta prevent eonxioltdattoa
of Georgia andlAIabumu and F. C. and P.
railroada.
.The Gridiron Club, or TVashln«ton.

hold their flfteenth anaual dinner.
.The House llstened to eulogies on de-

ceased merobers.
.Goebel mea wla in Berry-Atan Meter

conteat, which they clalm asaures victory
in the gubernatorial flghc

.Report that Buller's forces are in fult
retr»at ln diseredlted.
.Mafelting ls said to have been relleved

oa Tuesday. January 2Sd^
.ParlUment m««t* Tueeday. Tiat tt is

not thought *. Goivernm«nt t»OT b« cnai-

-tlTOm Smo4«roVft feUrUkday kept aa
usual.


