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The voke is of closely pleated mousseline de soie. The corsage is made in narrow pleats, and the skirt is finished off
\

«xith a shaped flounce, giving great widthto ) Bs
The corelet petticoat shown is of white ground brocaded silk.
Jf stiffened it would take the place of the corset for a supple, slight figure.

elternating with groups of narrow pleats. =

It laces down the front and fits the figure very closely.
The bottom 4s trimmed

wiwn insertion,

Work ?I/amelg ’s
Clubs Wlight Do.

Yhe Suggestions of 2 Woman Wio Has Joineg

No Club as Yet.

It was plain that she was not a club

wvoman, although that type scarcely Te-
tains recognizable characteristics to-day,
says a writer in the New York Sun. But
something in her appearance made it ev-
d4dent that she was not one of the club
¥ind, and when she told her friend aud-
‘bly that she had just refused another in-
witation 10 go into one of those women's
<lubs, everybody in the train-near enough
20 hear felt assured from her looks tnhai
she was not ihe sort of a person to have
accepted the offer.

=One of the things that made me say
J wouldn't come 1a,” she wwent on in
rather mnasal explanation, “‘was ‘the
trouble 1 had finding out what the real
©object ¢ the thing was. My friend told
me that it was going to study something
about Zend-Avesta, and she secemed tv
think that was the sort of .2. thing no
woman could ever geat.along- without,
bLut as 1 had never heard of it before
and I had lived 10 be 46 and kept in good
ealth, 1 couldn’'t see why I should join
that club more than any of the other
ones I had heard about. : ;

“I don't mean to say that there aren't
certain kinds of ciubs I would be very
&£iad 10 be in. One of those, for in-
stance, would be a. club made up of wo-
amen who had the power and the will-
ingness to do something about the ser-
Tgnt puestton thayp Yh(lv “are talkingl
about all the while. That's just the sort
©of a club that none of the women 1 ev-
er knew cared anything about. I sheuld
like to see a club that trained women to
®be good cooks or waitresses, helped them
10 go 1o cooking schools, or to learn
how to set a table, taught ihem to sew
and then helped them get places after
they were educated to do what was reé-
guired of them, and“then still Xept on

its good work Dby helping the mistresses
keep hold of the girls when once they
gat them.

“That's the sort of a club I would
like very much to join, because I know
just how much good it would do in the
town -1 live in, which is enough like all
the others in this country to make it
plain that it would serve the same good
purpose all over the country. There are
other kinds of clubs that I would be
just as willing to belong to.

“One of these would be a club of wo-
men that would do something in our su-
Lurban town to see that the streets are
lighted every night and that the roads
are every where kept in good condition.
For the last ten Yyears there has begn
talk enough about that kind of thing to
keep Greater New York always.illumina-
ted. if . the amount of. discussion had on-
1y been directed into some practical chan-
nel. But it never got beyond the talk-
ing stage. The sort of a woman’'s club
that did this good work could accomp-
lish’ nearly as much by making some of
the poorer people that live on the out-
skirts of the town ambitious enough
about the appearance of their houses to
keep them in good condition. There are
vards in this region that are an eye-
sore-to everybody who pass them, -which
could very readily be turned into at-
tractive enough places, but nobody ev-
er suggested to the men and women
who live there that it might be worth
their while to go to a little trouble with
their gardens.

“Just think how much could be done if
§10 was offered as a prize for the man or
woman who had the best kept garden
or vard, limiting the plants, of course, to
a certain kind within the means of the
poorest person. That's the sort of =a
club that would do maore practical good
than any that bought a hickory gavel
trimmed with silver and devoted itself
to Oriential philosophy.

“It has often occurred to me that in
New York there is the greatest’ outlook
for women’s clubs that want to serve
any really useful purpose. Think whatan
influential, rich organization could
accomplish that devoted its energies to

finding homes or occupations for women
who had escaped from one kind of life and
were doing their best not to fall hack
into it. A wyear’s work of that kind
would be more valuable than all the lit-
erary or poetical discussion of which
its combined members were capable.
Think of a club that undertook to edu-
cate the children of the poor for domestic
service and made it seem to them some-
thing different from ‘the kind of social
degradation that Americans have come
to regard it. 3

“Clubs of that kind wouldn't have
much trouble explaining what their pur-
pose was when they were looking for
the members. Their object would pe
easier to understand than the purpose
of any organization devoted to the stu-
dy of Zend-Avesta.”

Ideal Gardens.
The ideal garden, says Harper's Ba-
zar, is one in which there is a succes-
sion of bloom from the earliest flowering

sciila and crocus till frost kills the chry-
santhemums. Such were those of our
great-grandmothers, each with its singie
straight path leading from house to gate,
and bordered by crimson phlox. “In
shape either square or oblong, it had a
border four or five feet wide, in which
grew a profussion of shrubs and flowers
—lilac syringa, tiger lilies, strawberry=-
shrub and the sky violet. Within this bor-
der was a. walk surrounding either a sin-
gle central bed, or a number of geo-
metrically shaped plots, all edged with
spicy box. There was a wealth and riot
of blossoms; here could be found sweet-
william, picotee pinks, johnny-jump-ups,
cherokee roses, tall foxgloves, blue lu-
pines, mingled with flower-de-luce, daf-
fadowndilly, cinnamon-scented wall-
flower, snap-dragon, whose odor was like
strawberries and cream, gill-over-the-
ground, and clove-scented stock. Rose-
mary, pot marigold, bachelor’'s-buttons,
grew mnot far from .tall hollyhocks and
Dblue larkspur, which only half conceal-
ed the quaint old sun-dial in the centre
of the gzarden.

| -Black asd

‘White - Extremely 2
t t oi-Meurning as Well as

i< =5 Cashmeres Coming in Again :

PARIS, April 13—The: great business:of
selecting spring. toilets, is at “hand, and
the first points to which women of fashs
ion will-direct their attention are the ma-
terial and the: color; for.the shape, either
the  dressmaker, their “favorite: fashion-
book or.a:costume seen at'haphazard will
prove an easy guide later on.  Some-
times a dress thus seen - makes such an im-
pression that one could get it copied for
one’s’” self. pox : -

Generally speaking, one goes out to or-
der a dress with a fixed idea of having it
black, white or red. It is, therefore, upon
the ‘materials and colors in vogue that
information is interesting.

.

There zre women who purposely always’

select the same shades. They are often
refined " coquettes,: who have found from
experience that the shades in question
suit their beauty best, or are more becom-
ing 'to their complexions. Others. are
guided:to the same conclusion by common
sense, because théy are surer of having
harmony in the -many details of their toi-
lets; E :

In cases like these black and white ren-
der enormous service. ~ Moreover, their
reign is by no mans over. The court
mourning in England has given a new
impulse to the combination, which is al-
ways perfectly distinguished. Moreover,
a trifle can brightén up @ black and white
costume;.a flower, in the hat-or a colored
scar{ or even a sun-shade of some sub-
dued color is sufficient.

Cloth is the only wear for the opening
of the season. but the new materials of
this description are Incomparably” supple
and light. Cashmere, which had gone
out of fashion, is coming in again. The

fact-is that its suppleness responds to the:

prevailing note of. fashion.
For tailor-made costumes,
the” most classic of all, manufaceurers
have created materials in checks, stripes
and spots, wkich, however, will be mostly
used for fancy costumes.
Alpaca veiling, pacha and tammy come

in with the medley, and considerable li-,

cense has been given to fancy in the com-
position of origlnal fabrics.

Fortunately, the soft shades of color
give to this fancy a character of good
taste; they are akin to those of old tapes-
tries. Ash grays, cigar color, pastel blue,
violine mauve, old ivory white, etc., are
still the most in request.

Supreme style continues to insist on a
symphonic harmony of <color; nothing
must clash in the general aspect of a
toilet; it should be that of a monochrome.

Taffetas will still be in favor butl ex-
tremely soft in texture, and many with
printed patterns, Then there are shot
taffetas, with oll the colors of the rain-
bow. ‘There is an inquiry for taffetas of
certain periods. The Lyons inanufactures
are turning out silks that are simply mar-
velous, for they are copied from Louis
XVI., and 1830 designs, combined with
modern softness, which gives them quite
a new aspect.

Stripes will probably be the prevailing
fashion. Some .charming . patterns are
made with garlands and old designs,
blending in the most becoming manner.

In foulards we ma&ay expect some charm-
ing surprises. The materlal is so much
the tage that it is likely to find a place
among the linings. There are whole se-
ries of absolutely novel designs, stripes
porrowed from retrospective fashions,
etc., which' will be offered for dresses,
and wliil dethrone the everlasting blue and
white which has hitherto been. the pre-
vailing note in this -material. -

Then the ethereal, snowy effects are re-
served for muslins and gauzes, printed re-
gardless of .cost. : ;

If Paris dress-makers create marvels. It
must be admitted that they are splendidly
backed up, if not forestalled, by the crea-
tors-of all the delightful materials which
form the best agents of success, and even
point to the route to be traced in making
models. Last, let me add that lace
dresses will be worn to an enormous ex-
tent..

No More Mother's Cooking.

“The pies that mother used to make,”
the longing for maternal cooking on the
part of young husbands, to the great an-
noyvance of their inexperienced wives, is
rapidly becoming a thing of the past, to
live only in song and jest.

In - these wadvanced days very few
mothers do any cooking, and, therefore,
few are preparing their sons to sometimes
remind a young wife of those ‘‘beautiful
light biscuits.” ' This is surely a gain,
and the bride of to-day has—and more
so the bride of next week will have—rea-
son to be thankful for the change. What
a relief nrot to have mother-in-law’s cank-
ing referred to!

How many mothers of voung men of
your acquaintance do any cooking? Very
few even occasionally make cake. In the
cities the professional bakers do all\of
this work, and mother devotes her ener-
gles to other matters. If she has very

which are

The corsage opens down the front ove
* of black velvet. The lower part of- the skirt is edged 1
Jace. The sleeves are of gathered muslin. The waistband is of biack velvet, fastened by

TNVDOR DRESS OF CORNGUIPURE,
VA GALD GAUZE —TRITIING OF .
FLEH PINK ITYSLIV &

&B

-,

with

er a waistcoat of bouillonne flesh pink mousseline de sole, held by narrow stripes
a wide flounce of pink muslin, with applications of ecru

an antique button.

little means she will hire a cook and take
up some other line of work to earn the
money to pay her.

Even in the rural districts and in cases
where once it was supposed the wife must
do the cooking, she finds it real economy
to hire a cook and give her time to man-
aging, directing and other employment.

Gotham Jociety &Jomen
Casy Uictims for Fakirs.

NEW YORIK, April 9.-It is possible
that the American people like to be hum-
bugged, but they dislike exceedingly Ior
the fact to be advertised. This applies
particuiarly to that portion of fashiona-
ble New York society which gives alms
indiscriminately. The biblical injunction
about not letting your letft hand know
what your right hand is doing is follow-
ed by the .indiscriminate ones to the.ex-
tent that many do not know what either
hand is doing. They are touched by a
cleverly-worded tale of distress—especial-
ly if it comes by mail—and thereupon,
being seized with a form of emotional in-
sanity, reply with a ten-dollar note. La-
ter they may learn that the distress
yarn was simply a new version of an
old, old swindle, and they vow never to
be caught again. And they are not—un-
til the next letter arrives. Police offi-
cials declare that the amount of moncy
n :tted weekly by professional mendicants,

ho discreetly use the mails and a socie-
1y ‘‘blue book’’ would cover the expenses
of a nic European trip. Yet fashionable
women .~ho constantly respond to false
appeals for aid grow vindictive when the
fact of their having been deceived is
advertised. Take the case of Mrs. Mary
McCann's begging syndicate. ~ BMrs. Mec-
Cann Sent out pitiful stories by the 'bar-
rel, and received handsome donations in
every mail.. Later the police proved her
a fraud. Later still, a list of her Fifth-
Avenue victims was published.: Result—
The victims sought revenge on Mrs. Mc-
Cann. To-day the old Criminal Court
building was surrounded by private
broughams and liveried ' equipages, the

. occupants of which were anxious to help
Mrs. McCann get a nice. long prison sen-
tence. “Society’” stands for many -a
swindle, but not for publication.as an

-defeat that hope ourselves.

evidence of good faith.—Pittsburg Dis-

patch.
Flowers.

'Tis, and ever was, my wish and way
To let all flowers live freely, and all die
(Whene'er their Genius bids their souls
depart)

Among their Kindred
place.

I never pluck the rose: the violet's head

Hath shaken with my breath upon its
bank

And not reproached it: the ever-sacred

in their native

cup
Of the pure lily hath between my hands
Felt safe, unsoil’d, nor lost one grain of
gold.
: /—Walter Savage @andor.

Life Is What
We jake It

Hsppiness is Not Nurtured in an Atmosphere
Surcharged With Artificiality.

“Our lives are what we make of them
ourselves,!” iwrites Edward+iBok, in the
April Ladies’ -Home Journal.Z” “If we are
weak and-acceont the artificial our Iives
will be so. And just in proportion as
we make our lives artificial we make
them, profitless- and unhappy. A -happy
life cannot be lived in an atmosphere sur-
charged with artificiality. That is im-
possible. . No hope is defeated unless we
No life is
thwarted unless we thwart its highest
fulfillment and development by bur own
actions. ‘It is with us, and with us only,
whether we ‘allow ‘the ‘swift ¢urrents of
wrevailing customs’ to make our lives com-
plex. = They do, unquestionably, and thay
are dwarfing the ‘inner lives of thousands
of women and killing thousands of others.
But it is cowardly and unjust to lay the
blame and: the responsibility upon those
‘customs.’- It is'optional with us to ac-
cept or reject them. ‘There are certain
social laws which seem to make these

‘customs’ right, but every phase of a&
higher law, the Divine law, proves them
wrong. There must be certain laws and
customs for the protection of the social
body. These are likewise for our own in-
dividual protection and are tight, and
ordinary common sense teaches us what
these are.”

Had Heard of One.

A lecturer in Hastings inquired dramat-
ically: *Can any one in this room tell
me of a perfect man?”

There was a dead silence.

**Has any one,” he continued, “heard
of a perfect woman?"

Then a patient-looking little woman
rose up at the back of the room and an-
swered :

“There was one. I've qften heard of
her, but she's dead now. She was my
husband’'s first wife.””—London Answers.

«Why Don’t it Bust?”

We quote from the April Century an
anecdote related as one of “A Woman's
Experiences During the Siege of Vicks-
burg.””

Speaking of fuses, the rector told us
one day a very funny thing he had seen
during one of his trips to town. Every
day, as long as the siege continued, he
crossed that hospital ridge and passed
over the most exposed streets on his way
to the church, always carrying with him
his pocket communion service, apparently
standing an even chance of burying the
dead confronting the dying, or being him-
self brought home maimed or cold in
death. ‘His leaving was a daily anguish
to those who watched him vanish over
the brow of the hill. One evening, com-
ing back in the dusk. he saw a burly
wagoner slip off his horse and get under
it in a hurry. FHis head appeared, bob-~
bing out first from one side, then from tha
other. Above him in the air, bobbing;
too. with a quick, uneasy motion, wag
a luminous spark. After a full minute
spent in vigorous dodging. the man
came out to prospect. The supposed
fuse was still there, burning brilliant«
ly. “Darn the thing!" he srunted, “Whw
don't it bust?’ He had been playing
hide-and-seek sixty seconds with a fina
specimen of our Southern lightning-bug.
or firefly!

.

JOUR UNCLE LEW. BY CHARLES
Reginald Sheriock, New York. Fred-
. erick A. Stokes Company. For sale by
~the Bell Book and Stationary Compa-
ny. Richmond, Va. Bound in cloth,
Irontisplece by Clinedinst, 12 mo, gllt
top, 305 pages. Prince, $L50.
dn “Your Uncie Lew" Ar. Charles Reg-
duald Sherlock, a newspaper man of
twenty years' cxperience, draws us a
“character sketch of “a mnatural-born
American.”” The author's training in a
profession which regquires accurate ob-

- gervation, stands him in good steaé when

2ic thus undertakes to portray.-a *'type’”
©of Centrai New York. While necessarily
““Uncle Lew™ reminds one of *David
Harum,” it is merely a resemblance for
#Uncle Lew™” has an individuality, a
personality all his own. True to life. he

appears 1o the mind’'s eyve of the reader, |

- and there is perfect harmony in the crea-
2ion. Who but “‘a natural-born American*’
wreuld give utterance.to such-.aplionsues
as the following: : : .

¢ *There's a sucker born every minute,
Put sta-tis-tics skow they dle at the rate

i ©f one a year."

*Always take things as you find ’em,
But 100k where they are.”
. *‘Riches and havin’ money’s two djf-
ferent things. It's what you get out of.
this world, nat what it gets cut of you.”-
“Did wyou ever think how qmany- good
things therc are in this life and how
fow we get of ‘em?” - - sk e
/And here are specimens of his horse-

“unfolded.

‘- study, or, as' Jerime K. Jerime would say,

‘twenty--years as an. editcrial cwriter—

;and to hope that the success of ‘‘Your
‘Uncle Lew' will tempt him into other.
‘excursions’into the realm of fancy. :

L] L] B

| THE COMMON SENSE OF COMMER-

touch me gently you will find soft places,
the places were the springs are.'”

“Unele Lew,” with his homely phiinso-
phy, his quaint humor, his horse-sense,
his engaging frankness, his wide 2xperi-
ence of life, his true, honest, kindly heart,
is he not lovable, despite his nigh ex-
terifor? Can you not see him with his
trousers tucked in his high-top boots,
nis head crowned with a tall,
Leaver, tilted to one side, and a cigar
in the left corner of his mouth?

The author’'s point of description is
best shown in that wonderfully . vivid
word picture of the -horse-race, ‘when
Crazy Jane wins the race in spite of foul
interference. It is a fine bit of writing
and puts into words the old-time trotfing-
race. : -

Another most interesting feature of
ihe Look is the history of the mysterious
Cardiff Giant. The author claims that
the true story of:that most stupendous
American humbug is for the:first time

There is a pretty little thread of a
love-story running through the volume
and coming to a climax at the conclu-
sion, but the book is really a character

“‘a characterscape.”
¢ . 3 L] A T
This is Mr. Sherlock’s first venture in-
to the field.of fiction, after a service of "

twelve years as editor of the Syracuse 4.
Y.) Standard. We venture to prophesy

“CIAL = ARITHMETIC. By
- Hall, Principal of the Ietersburg
_ emy, Petercburl. Va. ‘New Yo
Macmillan \Company. i Bound»
32:1mo.. 157 paAges,: price §): cents.
The author of'this text book'ls’

Georgo:
Acad-
“The’

white.: |-

known educator, and in presenting the
more practical side of commercial arith-
metic he employs the same method which
he has used successfully in his own and
in other schools. As. the title implies,
the aim of this work is to afford the pu-
pil a definite idea of the principle
of common sense underlying com-
mercial arithmetic. The author Invites
special attention to the chapters on com-
mission, trade discount, stocks-and bonds,
banks and banking; domestic and foreign
exchange and, averaging accounts..
* £ d
= :

TO NAZARETH OR TARSUS. By the

author of ‘Not on Calvary,” ‘“The

¥irst Millennial Faith,” etc. New York:

J. S. Ogilvie Publishing Company. Bound
- in.cloth, 12 mo., 217 pages, price $l.

The: theory -upon . which this book is

“based s that the .door. through' which

all religious imposture entered was that
of asserted special revelations of the divine
mind and will. Taking this as a - base,
the author attempts to prove that St.

“Paul was self-deceived in his belief that

he listened to special revelations; and con-
sequently that only in the message that
our Lord delivered through His apostles

. was the divine truth, the divine will re-

vealed to man. o
The masterly logic of the Pauline
Lpistles bear on -their faca the contra-

" diction of the theory that-St: Paul was

mentally irresponsible.

| “DHE . CHILDHOOD. OF -JI-SHIB: THE

- OJIBWA."” By Alberbt Ernest Jenks, Ph.
D., author of ‘‘The Wild-Rice Gatherers
of the Upper Lakes,” and ‘‘Economic
Plants used by the Ojibwa.”” Madison,
“®isconsin: The American Thresherman.

,7Bound [in cloth, special cover design,

< illustrated, 130 pages; price $L. el
This is: a most: charming little story: of

life, .as seen from the standpoint of-‘an

Indian, boy, a.child of the Ojibwa tribe.

It gives most interesting details of In-

dian life, their opinions of the world

around them, their peculiar regard- for
animals, their mythology and their reli-
glon. : ‘

The beok is,of especial value, as show-

ing - deep, insight into :Indian  character,

and as describing the Indian as he might
have described himself. ° Withal it is
written in such pure and simple English

that® the verlest: child can-understand: #t;

yet :it claims-the older: reader even more

by its refreshing simplicity of style.:The
pen:and:ink ‘marginal: zketohes, also the
work: of_ the clever authdt, add much to

the' charm of the text.. . .

3 L% e
(Contributed.) -
INE OF BANTIAGO.:. 5%
the tiile of. a new histor- |

3. comes_ to.ns; from
eppard, a:

Virginian, who bids fair, to win laurels
equal to those won by her sister writ-
ers—notably one who comes from the
same portion of old Virginia. In this, her
initial literary undertaking, Miss Shep-
pard can claim the distinction of being
the -first explorer in the realms of ro-
mance as connected with the Spanish-
American War—that is, so far as any
serious work is concerned. Very. skillfully
has "she 'performed ' her task and: so
gracefully intertwined fact and fancy
that  there is no trace of the boldness
and flatness usually pervading attempts
at-bringing gyomances into the cold glare
of-everyday life in the present day.
--The Heroine of Santiago is primarily
a book of unusual merit and value from
a.: historical standpoint. Miss Sheppard
has:mastered the whole field of the war,
from post to finish, with a truly son-
derful -completeness, and the historical
portion of the book is given with unusu-
al.,vigor and clearness. At no time is
the romance so cleverly interwoven - per-
mitted to .interfere with the forceful
stating of facts. In her delineation of
character she has shown decided talent
and-she has given to the world the best
rpundgd_ and~ most complete portraits: of
some ‘of the gallant heroes -of ‘the war
that we have yet seen. (i

In the minds of a great portion of the
-peaple. of the United States, 'the Spanish-;
-American War is but a confused jumble:
¢l hazy facts—none well defined and not:
cne clearly understood; to this class An-
‘tginette Sheppard's work will be of the
. greatest value, as presenting an intel-
:ligent and connected view of the entire
proceedings, told in a simple - and fair-
minded way, while the narrative is so
easily: and. naturally interwoven as to
hold .the  attention, and_the_ historical
pcrtions unconsciously acquired and re-

tained.. : -

_.THe _descriptions of the country and
scenery "are full’ of an’ alluring beauty,
and give the impression that. the writer:
has lingered long among,the enchanting
.bowers of the ‘‘Pearl’of:the Antilles' and:
fully- {mbibed the -spirit -of . bothi place:
and-people. : <

As with all young writers, the book:
- contalnis some crudities; the result of a;
prentice ‘hand. These time will speedily’

remove, and we predict for. the, ‘Herolne:
of’the Sartiago’ ‘a rapid and:encquraging:

:success and a_future.: When abandoning
her nomme de. plume,’the author will be-
.come a shining light as:a:writer of his
;torical romance, and ‘that'time wil

her name with those of Mulbach.: Yonge
;and:others of her sex, iwh
‘luniined - fot us':the’ te

by the

lnk

7 Roman Jemple in Prussia:

A Roman temple in a walled square
was found the other day at Naundorf, jin
the Hunsruck Mountains, 1m Rhenish
Prussia. The square is about 220 feet
13ng by 200 broad, and the temple, which
stands ‘in the centre, covers an area of
about 6 feet by 50. :

The whole inclosure formed part of a
settlement, of which seven buildings can
be traced. Numerous objects, especially
of terra cotta, and evidently votive gifts,
have been found on the southern side of
the iemple. About one hundred figures
are still ‘complete, most of- them baing
goddesses, with fruits in their laps or
holding children. These have not yet
been identified.

Small bronze 'statues, representing
Mars, Jupiter and Mercury have also
been found. The temple‘is richer in ter-
ra - cotta ‘relics than any other hitherto
Giscovered in Germany.—Berlin Dispatch
to . London Telegraph. >

Chinese Thieves as Policemen.

‘The highest qualification that a 7police-
man  can: have' is that he is an expert
thief. =~ He. has been- trained in :schools
of thieves and can detect in every burg-
lary or outrage by its details to which
school” of crime the perpetrator. belongs.
“But “he is’ only a thief wearing official
‘clothes, and. he merely catches enough
‘thieves to save himself. a beating, and
then ‘he selects strangers or, those who
have failed to give him his proper share
of the mplunder: from his own  district.

When a police officer has made his ‘‘deal”’’| .

with a thief or gang nothing short of aw-
ful tortures by his ' superiors,  the: local
magistrates and judges, will cause the
‘policeman to capture 'the gang who are
making his'fortune as well-as their own.
In certain towns, not thirty li from. Pe-
“kin, live some highly -Tespected men of
wealth, noted for-their correct lives, their
virtue and probity. — Their. houses are
castles, and they have many servants.
Once ‘or twice a yvear-they go to visit their
friends in Pekin.. During their brief stay
‘are ‘committed’ some @aring and success-
“ful robberies, always in the houses‘of the
‘rich;. and’ articles of great value ‘are;ta-
ken. - ‘The victims are’peacefully drugged

‘which the thief “avoids by filling his
“mouth: with -cold Zwater ‘and taking. little
breath. . Quickly,:by -the aid:of his: 1l
pan; . he_locates-the: gold-and. oreclo

perfume’ of a burning anaesthelc,

| custom;he
‘| 'and-more’

are rarely caught. They work alone, and
l_n evil_deeds they follow the Scriptural
advice to charity, “Let not they left hand
know what thy right is doing.” I asked
a Chinese magistrate why the police did
not pay a friendly visit to the palaces of
those great men of probity and virtue.
But he shock his head. It would be a
rash.thing-to do. = There are stories that
when the mpolice have tried they either
found-nothing but an indignant man of
such virtue that his ‘outcries aroused the
neighborhood, and the minions of the
Jaw ‘had to flee, or every. policeman dis-
appeared, and rumer has it that the castle
court-yard in that village is their tomb.—
Sydney Adamson in Teslie’s Weekly.
laterlude.
Aliké to grief, to:joy, to thrill of song,
To all the sweet futility of fears,
To pain of singing or.to rapture strong,
To tremolo of hope or gift of tears,
Comes silence. Sweet amid the rfire of
morn > =
_ Is singing, and beneath white blossoms’
- fall,
But Silence, -mother of all beauty born,
Shrines in a hush the tenderest note
of all. e
As unto day dusk brings beatitude, .
To life is silence warder of the best;
O may Time's silent dusk—past tumult
rude, :

Past all regretting’s bound, or sad
unrest— ° __° i
T.ove, gather'to thy heart some thought

A that be, -
Through  winnowing  of - years,
of me!
—Virginia Woodward Cloud, in the April
Bookman. ° °

the best

An American on Eaglish Trade.

Mr. Chalmers ‘Roberts, who is in Eng-
land for The ‘World's Work, writes of
English: trade. condiiions as seen by an
American and tells his story of the con-
versatism ‘and: desire: for: the well-known
andtried:article on, the other side of the
Atlantic. -5 - S

An_ American commercial traveler had
bullt up.quite a trade in a certain kind of
fountain pens, .a sort of mijddie-class ar-
ticle more or less out of date in the Unit-
ed States. - For: this very reascn it was
‘once impossible:to“fil} .an. order for five-

‘hundred pens-from ons‘of -his oldest and

‘best - customers. ~ " Rather than lose the
rranged that a much better
modern-pen’ should bae:shipped
he-kind:ordered. .~ Judge of
when_the dealer refused to
*“They. are much better,

“it*i{s ‘only"D

el

them at fhe cost of the old ones.”” “That
may.all be true,’” said Mr. Bull, “‘but they
are not the kind I ordered nor what my
customens ask for. I sell what they
want, and am not i{n the educating busi«
ness.’” The pens had to be sent back ta
America.

No Saloons oa English King’s Private Estate

The new King and Queen of England
are prohibitionists in dealing with the
public sale of drink on their great Sand-
ringham demesne, embracisg nearly eight
thousand =zcrés. In all the tive villages
there is not one public house, drunken-
ness is unknown, and the whole popu-
lation is notably temperate. Should sick-
ress arise, where wine or brandy !s or-
dered by the doctor, a permit for the
same may be secured from the village
vicars, each of whom has in his hands z
sum of money provided by the King to
treat necessitous cases in any required
way. Each village has a well-equipped
“Working Men's Club,”” where ale may
be obtained by members, but no one may
have above a pint a day.—Woman's Home
Companion.

Rapid Postal Service.

That the postal service of Berlin has
long been the model (as yet unattaina-
ble) for the rest of Europe Is well known.
Bur ir is not equally matter of commons
knowledge that the excellence of the
Berlin postal arrangements of yesterday
no longer satisties the postal authoritics
of - texday. The latest innovation has
been 2 still more frequent clearing of
the letter-boxes and a more rapid deliv-
ery than ever. The letter-boxes in the
principal thoroughfares are now cleared
every fifteen minutes. during the busy
hours of the day. The rapidity of deltv-
ery of Ietters recently even resulted in
the saving of a human jife. A girt déter-
mined to commit suicide, wrote to hexpa-
rents of her intention and posted ‘ the
letter, which 'was delivered within amy
hour of being posted. This enabled the
father to hurry off in a cab to the spot
in the Thiergarten which his daughtee
had mentioned as that where Eer ‘body
would be found, to catch her alive, box.
her ears and take her home.—Sidney:
Whitman, in - Harper's Mpnﬂn‘ o for
April. : ‘-:;u‘

- Papa—You know, James. how mmeh
disapprove of fighting.  Still it s greti-
fying to know that you Bave s A
‘bigger boy than yourselt Why &id

ht him? S e
= res— B sal@ I leoked

~




