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SEVERE STORM
ENDS HOT SPELL

SUFFRAGE IS THE
ABSORBING TOPIC

RECESS QUESTION
SEEMS SETTLED

ROBBERS WRECKED
THE WRONG CAR

STEEL STRIKE
STILL UNSETTLED

Masked Men Held Up B.
&0. Passenger Train.

Major Daniel's Reasons
for Wanting Recess.

Second Day Prolific of
Nothing But Rumors.MitMay Come UpBefore

the Body Again To-Day.

\IR. PETTIT TO SPEAK. NEED TIME TO WORK.MISSED RICH HAUL

Yesterday
Discussion Had on Poll-Tax Feature

KILLEDBYLIGHTNING

Brings Relief from Heat
and Breaks Drought,

Argument.
He is Now Ready to Go on With His President Shaffer Will Call Boatf

Together Again To-Day,

NO STATEMENT MADE

Express Car Which Held Treasure
Was in Unusuai Place,

COMBINE OFFICIALS CONFIDENT,MAY BE REDUCED TO ONE DOLLARDISAPPEARED 'IN DARKNESS. GENERAL THROUGH THE STATE,

Man and Mules in Henrico; a Boy
at Williamsburg.

EXCITING INCIDENT IN MEETING.

The Only Loot Secured Was a Gold Watch of

the Engineer— .Most of the Train-

men Were Shot at, but No

One Was Hurt by Either
Bullets or

Dynamite.

Interesting Figures Being Compiled by the

Auditor of Public Accounts Bearing

on Suffrage— A List of the

More Important Prob-

lems Before the
Committee.

Though They Maintain Silence, They Ar#
Unable to Conceal Their Feeling of

Satisfaction at the Turn Affairs
Are Taking— Men Fight*

ing for Every Ad-
vantsge.

WEATHER FORECAST.
Forecast for Thursday and Friday:

Virginia—Fair Thursday, preceded by
showc^rs in the southeast portion; Friday
fair, winds mostly light northerly.

North Carolina— Occasional shovrer3
Thursday and probably Friday; variable
winds.

Much Damage Done at Newport News and
Other Points

—
Good Rain 3in Lee

County, Where a Famine Was
Threatened -Deaths and

Prostrations from
the Heat.

Chairman -K. Walton Moore paid yes-
terday that ho would shortly be ready
to make a report for the Committee on

tne Legislation Department. All except
a few minor matters have been settled
upon and the- committee will arrange
them at a meriting this afternoon. The
report will probably be laid before the
i\u25a0<',!

-
by the end Of the week.

They expressed themselves as having1

had a most delightful trip.

Col. John W. Richardson chaperoned
a large party of members of the conven-
tion down to West Point last night, leav-
Ing here at G o'clock and returning at
20:30. The members enjoyed a dip in the
river and were- royally entertained at the
\\'<st Point Cafe.

Itis possible, however, that some indi-
vidual ministers may go before the com-
mittee, as many of them favor the adop-
tion of Dr. Dunaway's resolution.

It is not probable that the clergy of tho
Kpiscopai Church will take any con-
centrated action, as the elericus has dis-
banded for the summer.

Dr. Robert P. Kerr, of the First Pres-
byttrtan Church; Dr. JiusseH Cecil, of the
Second Presbyterian Church, ami Dr.Jere
VVltherspoon, of Grace-Street Presby-
t;nan thurch. are out of the city.

While the Presbyterian ministers are
heartilj in faVor of JL»r. Dunaway's res-
olution before th>? convention, prohibit-
ing such state or municipal aid, it is not
likely ihat they will go before the con-
vention committee in regard to the mat-

ter.

vitations to the chairmen of all the stand-;
laj, committees ot the constitutional Con-
vention to visit jiioi the colored business
enterprises and institutions ol the city and
the negro reformatory at Hanover, that
the convention may be thoroughly in-
forroed as to what the coiored people are
doing towards the soiuUun til the negro
problem.

Should this invitation be extended and
accepted, the committee will provide car-
riages to be placed at the disposal of the
cbtttrtnen of tho committees. Jackson
-Nays ihe evidence, ol what the negro ex-
iH-cus u> rtu can be measured by what he
;s now doing.

I'ae question or- the State appro-
pnating muds lo sectarian purposes
seems to 1)« a subject of especial interest
lo the ministers.

TREAT-GREGORY CASE.

4. Any person who, in respect of age

or time' of residence, would he qualified
to vote- at time of next election, shall
be- admitted to registration, notwithstand-
ing that at the time thereof he is not

FIED TO VOTE AT TIME OF
ELECTIONS.

3. Electors in counties, cities, towns <>r
other local election? shall possess all
qualifications prescribed by this Consti-
tution, and the General Assembly shall
have power to provide In such manner
and by .such methods as it may deem
best for additional qualifications in any
particular county, city, or town or other
local subdivision of the State for all elec-
tors resident therein, and with respect
to either local or State elections, or both.
PERSONS WHO WOULD BE QUALI-

AND TOWNS.

Eierhth—«\ll nersons disqualified by Uiis
section may be restored to the right to
vote by act of the General Assembly.

ELECTORS IN COUNTIES. CITIES

Sixth— Any person who, while a citizen
of thip State, has. since the adoption of this
Constitution, fought a duel wit?! a deadly
weapon, or accented a challenge t" fight
a duel with a deadly weapon, either with-
in or beyond the boundaries of this State,

or knowintrlv conveyed a challenge or
aided or assisted in any manner In fight-
intr a duel, shall be allowed tn vote or
hold any office of honor, profit or trust

under this Constitution.

Fifth—Persons who may be disqualified

to vote by the General Assembly on ac-
count of any crime.

Fourth— Persons who may hereafter be
convicted of treason or other felony, brib-
ery in any election, the offering to buy or
sell any vote in any election, embezzle-
ment, petit larceny, or any other infamous
offense.

Second— Vagrants and paupers.
Third—Persons who have heretofore

bepr convicted and disqualified to vote,

and who have not been relieved of their
disabilities.

EXCLUSIONS.
2 The following persons shall not have

the right to vote:
First—ldiots and lunatics.

(bl—Or who hus paid taxes prior to the
first day of February in the year in which
h;? offers to register, on property, real or
personal, or both, of the asessed value
of H'.'.ot). *

Fourth— And who is duly registered ac-
cording to law shall be entitled to vote

for all elections for public officers in this
State, unless excluded by some other pro-
vision of this Constitution: provided that

(a)—All male persons who have served
in the military or naval service of tne
United States, the State of Virginia or
any other State, or the Confederae States;

(bl—And the male descendants of all
such nersons who were born in and have
continuously resided In this State;

(c>—And all male persons over sixty
years of ace shall be allowed to vote

without other qualifications than those of
ace. birth, residence and registration, as
herein set forth, unless excluded by some
other provision of this Constitution.

Third (a)—Who can understand and rea-
sonably explain any section of the Consti-
tution of the United States or State of
Virginia:

Second— Who has paid on or before the
first day of February of the year in which
h? offers to vote all capitation taxes as-
sessed against' him by the State, wnicrt
are thus duo and payable, and which he
ha.i had opportunity to pay according to
law. and who shall produce tr> the officers
of election satisfactory evidence thereof.

1. Every male citizen of the United
States twenty-one years of age.

First—Who'has resided In thi.s State two
years, in his county, city or town one
j-ear. and intne precinct in which he of-
fers, to vote, for thirty days before the
election in which he offers to vote.

ELECTIVE FRANCHISE.

Committee from which to frame the new
suffrage clause:

(Continued on Third Page.)

He commented on the bad character
of several of the judges of plections as
established by many of the witnesses,
and claimed that many h:\!!<ns were mis-
marked and miscounted. He said tlie

fact that a judge of election was a deacon
In the church was not conclusive evidence
of his political integrity, and read from
the examination of witnesses ;<> show that
one deacon had been charged with steal-
ing a mule colt. lie said a man Who
would do that was not safe to trust the
ballots of a political antagonist t".

Mr. Coles referred to one witness for

There was a full committee present ;iiid
many spectators gathered in the Senate
chamber to hear "the speakers. Messrs.
H. St. John Coalter and Horace G. Biieh-
;man were present as counsel re;ir«-s"?it-
ir.g Judge Gr< gory, while Mr. Treat
was represented' by Messrs. R. T. Thorp
;md M. A. Coles.

Both the contestant, Mr. Treat, and
contestee Juage Gregory, were in attend-
ance.

Mr. Cr,].s- made the tirst speech. He

went into an exhaustive examination of

the evidence in the case and c^nt^ntled
that fraud was practiced at almost every
precinct to defeat Mr. Treat.

The Committee on Privileges and TSW-
tions. Judge Harrison chairman, heard
argument yesterday afternoon and last
iiisht yn the contested election case or
Treat and Gregory. The hearing was
sensational and there came near being
a fight.

ing lo R!owp.
Messrs. Coaltcr and Treat Barely Miss Com-

(Continued on Eighth i'age.) NEGRO PROBLEM
IN MARYLAND

COAL WILL ADVANCE.

Confidence was felt in some circles to-
day that the strike would eventually be
settled on the propositions made by Mr.
Morgan. The officials of the steel com-
pany wh>> have been acting for th>;

United States Steel Corporation in this
matter, were apparently hopeful and
light-hearted. The delays in the settle-
ment are fullyunderstood by the Morgan
men. and though they maintain silence;
th ;\u25a0 are not able to conceal th.Mf
feelings of contentment and satisfaction
over the way things are going. One of
these- officials remarked to a friend to-
d.'.y that if the strike was not settled ho
wo.ild be more, than surprised.

\u25a0'There will be no stati tneht given out
to-day. Iexpect to call another meeting
of the board to-morrow at V> o'clock. I
will be present at this meeting, an-i will
not be out of the city to-night."

The conference of the members of the
General Executive Board of the Amalga-
mated Association, which was expected
to settle the trouble one way or the other
to-day, adjourned to-night without ac-
complishing its purpose. When President
Shaffer was asked for some statement as
to the condition of the conference and
th& probability of a settlement. h« said:

The condition of affairs to-night may
be summed up in this paragraph: The
steel-workers' strike against the Unitel
States Ste.-i Corporation Is still unsettled.
The status of the contest is unchanged,
the m»n are righting for every advantage,
while the companies involved ar- strengtn-

ening their positions as much as po.-rril-
ble.

STATIS UNCIfANGED.

The second day of the Executive
Board's deliberations was notable for the
many rumors in circulation and for tho
conspicuous dearth of results. The ab-
sence of three of the principal members
of the board from the sessions to-day
gave rise to the story that, the members
were divided in their ideas' of the periee

proposals, and that in order to satisfy

all Secretary Williams had been sent to
New York to seek modifications at th*
hands of Messrs. Morgan and Schwab;
while Assistant Secretary Tigh and Trus-
tee Morgan had received a commission,
to visit Senator Hanna. to secur© his aid
in bringing about an amicable arrange-
ment. Nothing tangible could be learned
concerning these supposed trips.'

PITTSBL'UG. PA., July 31.—The second
day of the sessions of th-? Executive
Board of the Amalgamated Association
has closed with the strike still unsettled,

and so far as outsiders are aware, with
ii'> nearer approach to a settlement. How
the members of the board feel is known
to no one on the outside.

(By Associated Prew.)

REVOLT STARTED
IN VENEZUELA

Local Dealers Siy Price May Go Up 51.50 per
Ten.

Some or the local coal dealers expressed
the opinion yesterday that the price of
coal will advance from -51 to $1.50 per ton
In the course of the next few months.

One of the largest Richmond handlers
Of tl'.Ls fuel said he was absolutely sura
i}f this, and it would not surprise him it
the increase should \i^ $1 per ton.

ANARCHISTUNDER ARREST.
At 12:10 Fannie Guy (colored) was

rirbstrated on Linden Street. She was
taken to the hospital by Dr. Foster.

W. P. Selnh was prostrated at the Cedar
Works at it:-"." A. M.

At 7:"<> yesterday morning Charles Mills
was overcome by heat on Linden Street
near Floyd Avenue. He was treated and
taken to the City Hospital by 7>r. Murrell.

W. 11. Mankin, a brick contractor, was
prostrated with heat Tuesday while at

\v..rk on Miller & Rhoads' building on
Broad Street. Dr. A. It. Greiner and Dr.
Blanton attended the sick man. and !u-
was taken to h:s home at No. 32 West
Carv Street. lie is still seriously ill.

Mrs. Anne Mason, of Nn. \u00841i; South
Laurel Street, was prostrated with heat
Tuesday. She was attended by Dr. John
R. Wheat about (i P. M., who di<t all t..

—
wns nossible for her, but death resulted
some hours Inter.

J'KATH RESULTED FROM HEAT.

There were only throe prostrations yes-
terday, the K'.st reported occurring' just
before the heavy rain of the middle of
the day. Two ether prostrations of Tues-
day, one of which was fatal, were re-
ported yesterday.

Severe storms and heavy rains pre-

vailed in Virginia yesterday. Both were
more or less general and the* attendant

results were, both beneficial and baneful.
The hot spell, which had caused so

much suffering, was broken and the
drought, which in 'some sections had be-
come very serious, was ended. These
changed conditions brought relief and
joy to the people.

But the storm was very severe In
many localities and there were two or
more deaths by lightning. A negro man
and eight mules were killed at Chats-
worth farm, just below Richmond, and
a white lad received a fatal shock while
in the field near Willlamsburg. Consid-
erable damage was done at Newport

News.
The refreshing rain brought great joy

to the people of 1-e.e and other counties
on the Kentucky border, where a long
and distressing drought prevailed. There
had been little or no rain since May, and
the people were beginning to fear a fam-
ine. They were praying for rain.

The storm was preceded by nigh tem-
peratures. There were several prostra-
tions here and one death in Norfolk.

REFKKSHING SHOWERS 11ERE.
The heavy rain that fell here between

noon and 1o'clock dispelled the heat that
had begun almost to rival that of the
day before. When the rain did com.:-, it
came with a vengeance. The heavens
opened and the water poured down. Con-
siderable lightning accompanied the rain,
but no damage was reported in the city.
The mercury, which had been at !H de-
grees before the storm, fell twenty-two
degrees within the hour.

The "Weather Bureau does not hope for
more than temporary relief. The fore-
cast for to-day is fair, and it will proba-
bly be hot. again ns ever before the vreiVK
is out, but the two cool nights alone have
been a blessing t<> the city.

"WORK OF LIGHTNING.
The lightningdid deadly work at Chata-

worth, Mr. R. I!. Chaffln's farm beiow
tho city, where Philip Wood, a negro,
and e-ght mules were killed at one stroke.
A force of hands, with twenty mules,

had lieen plowing in the low grounds, and
it was while the men were at dinner in
a grove of trees nearby that Wood and
eight of the mules were struck. Mr.
Chaifln had each of his mules insured lor

$150.

The Insurgents are near San Antonio
de Taehira on the Colombian frontier.
The Venezuelan Government has sent
lU.iilO troops to the scene of the uprising.
The situation i.s grave. Other outbreaks
are expected. The whole country is ready
to rise against President Castro. Consti-
tutional guaranties have been suspended
and complications with Colombia arc-
feared.

WJI.KMSTAD, ISLAND OF CI.'RA-
COA, July 31,—Dr. Rangel Gurdieras. ::t t
the head of S,tXKJ men, has revolted
against President (.'astro, of Venezuela.

(By Associated Press.)

Martial Law Declared and Large
Force Sent Against In-

surgents!

BOY KILLED BY LIGHTNING.

Belonged to Patersoa, N. J., Group and Waa
Commissioned to Killthe Czar.

(Ky Associate*! Tres.-?.)
ZURICH. SWITZKRI.AXLi, July Cl.

—
An Anarchist earned GalUottl was ar-

;\u25a0 si ed at V'iedikbn last night by order ol
the Prosecutor-General on Information
recpiyed from P.iterson, N. J. Many doc-
uments were found at his lodgings.

Hospitc! Steward's Bond Approved— Super.

visors Reorganize.
(Spoolnl Dispatch to The Times.)

WHiiiIAMSBURG, VA.. July .".I.—Milton
Mahone, the twelve-year-old son of Mr.
T. B. Mahone, was killed by lightning

Martial law has been declared in Vene-
zuela by the I'residnt of the country, in
consequence of the invasion of a revolu-
t:onai\ir force from Columbia. His re-
ivorted that an army of 10,000 men will
mfet the invaders.

Martial taw Declared.
(By Associated I'ress.)

WASHINGTON, D. C, July 31.—The
State Department to-day received the fol-
lowing telegram from the American lega-
tion at Caracas:

(.Continued on Eighth Page.)

REPORT MAY BE
SUBMITTED TO-DAY

HOWITZERS MAY GO.

The course of the State administration
in convening the General Assembly in
special session last spring, for the pur-
pose of passing laws to disqualify illiter-
ate voters and the taking of a State cerl-
sur, willbe upheld. The platform is being
very carefully drawn with a view of get-
ting every vote possible for the Demo-
cratic nominees for the Legislature.

As to the declaration of principles, it
seems clear than uo mention willbe made
of national issues. Nothing will be said
about the currency, the tariff, imperial-
ism or anything of that sort, but. every
plank in the platform will be confined
strictly to State issues. Prominent among
these, it is understood, will be the aegro
voters' problem. Although nobody will
admit it. there i.s every reason for be-
lieving that a strong d< :laration will be
made upon this subject, following closi ly
along the lines laid down by the Demo-
crats at their recent convention in Fred-
erick county, in which it was declared
that the danger of negroes ultimately
holding- the balance, of power in Maryland
:s imminent unless something is done to

cluck their right to vote.

BAIiTIMORE,MIX.July 31.—The Demo-
cratic State O nvention which willmeet
at Fora's Opera House, this • ity,at noon
to-morrow promises t" be thoroughly
harmonious. The only nomin itions ;\u25a0> 1- •

made are the candidates for controller and
clerk of the C^urt of Appeals. At this
time there seems !'.\u25a0> r».isnii t'i •:'-:.ii>t that
Dr. Joshua \\". .Herring will be rehomi:
hated for controller, and J. Frank Turner
will get the other place on the ticket.

(By Associated Truss.)

Democratic State Conven-

tion To-Day.

Will be Most Important Topic at

It was stated to-day by a member oi
the group that Gallioppi sailed from
America with Bresci, Lani and Vallo
when they departed on their mission ug

nation. Gallioppi had been selected
by the Anarchists to kill Nicholas. Czar
of Russia, and had accepted the mission.
He was known as a determined man. .-tncl
one that would be likely to take despots
ate chances In accomplishing hia purpose.

Known as a Determined Man.
{By Associated llvresa.'»

PATERSON. X. J., July 31.—Inquiry
among the members o£ the Anarchist
group in this city in regard t.. th-> man
arrested at Zurich reveals the tact that a
man named Ami»-1 Galtioppi waa former-
ly connected with tho Anarchists here
and wa-s well known among them. Ho
was employed a.s a weaver in the Paragon
silk mill in this city.

WAS CORDIALLY RECEIVED.

The matter was discussed at the How-
itzers' business meeting Tuesday night,
but no action was taken.

It will be a great, event in that section,
and there will be a crowd of enormous
proportions in attendance. Governor
Tyler has been urged to use his influence
to have the Richmond artillerymen tit-
tend.

T'ne Howitzers have been invited, to at-
tend the unveiling of the Confo<lt-rat*»
Monument at Smithvllle, in Charlotte
county, on the 26th of this month.

Invited to Attend the Unveiling at Smlth-

ENLARGE ELKS' HOME.
About the only ship available at this

time is the small gunboat Michfas, fitting
at the Boston Navy-yard. That vessel
would, however, not bo ready to sail for
about two weeks. There is not a single
American war ship in Southern waters.
In case of extreme urgency, one of the'battleships now in commission would of
course, be sent.

WASHINGTON*, July/SL—Up to the hour
when the Departments closed to-day, the
State Department had not called upon the
Navy Department for a ship to go into
Venezuelan waters. In view of the. seri-
ous condition of affairs there and the
unsettled condition in tho neighboring re-
public of Colombia, it i<= not Improbable
that an American war ship will be sent
to the scene of trouble for the protection
of American interests. Ifa ship is called
for some difficulty might he experienced
in nnding a suitable vessel for the mis-
sion.

May Dispatch War Ship.
(By A*sociat<xJ Pros.}

"WASHINGTON', July 31.—Senor Pulann.
the Venezuela minister, has received a
message from GonozPs Esteves, the Ven-
ezuela consul-general at New York, stat-
ing that the revolutionary movement
headed by Dr. Range! Gardiras has com-
pletely collapsed.

Said to Have Collapsed.
(By Associated Press.)

The report of the Auditor of Public Ac-
counts to the Constitutional Convention
as to the number of whites and blacks
who pay taxes on $300 or more of realty

is nearly completed. It will make some
interesting disclosures.

There are in Virginialess than five thou-
sand colored voters who pay taxes on this
amount of real estate.

The exact figures could not be ascer-
tained, but the percentapy of whites who
own this amount of realf is astonishingly
larger than that of the other race.

Some idea may be gained as to what tho
report will show when it is stated that
in Richmond city more than 5.000 white
voters pay on $300 or more and less than
500 negroes pay taxes on this amount.
InCarroll, Bath, Grayson and possibly

a few other counties no colored man pays
on $300 worth of real estate. InTazewelL.
only thirteen colored persons pay this tax.

The report is likely to attract a good,

deal of attention.
Summary of Propositions. -

Following is a summary of the most.irn- •

« portant propositions before the Franchise

Few Negroes Own Property.

The committf-e yesterday considered the
ob!l tax feature of the suffrage clause.
A vote was reached on the poll tax sec-
tion, and by a good majority the former
action of the committee was reconsid-
ered and the amount of poll tax fixed at
$1.50

—
one-half to the State and one-half

to the county.
There was a long debate over a, motiot.

to reconsider the action taken two weeks
ago reciuirins that all poll taxes should
be. paid. The vote on that question was
reconsidered, and a provision adopted
requiring that only the payment of poll
taxes for the two years preceding the
election should be required.

There was still further debate over the
proposition requiring the payment of as-

sessed and assessable taxes. It was con-
tended that

- unless "assessable taxes'
iverft added a man, by failing to list his
poll tax, might claim that there was no
tax assessed ajrainst him, and he could
therefore vote because he could not ob-
tain a tax receipt when there were no
taxes assessed against him. This amend-
ment was adopted.

The committee thus in one meeting re-
versed its former action in regard to the
amount of poll tax and the cumulative ex-
tent or arrearages. It is confidently pre-
dicted that the poll tax will eventually

be reduced to one dollar. It is settled
that taxes must be paid six months prior
to an election. The committee will take
up the understanding question at to-day's
meeting.

Poll Tax Feature Up.

Tn advocating this, Senator Daniel based
his reason for doing so on the ground

that the committee needed the time, un-
hampered by convention or committee
duties.

That this reason was not urged Tuesday

and was brought to the front yesterday

on the very same, fight, shows that Sena-
tor Daniel disclosed the true state of af-
fairs only after careful thought and in a
desperate attempt to procure a six-weeks'
adjournment.

In the face of this admission it Is pass-
ing strange that the statements are so
often made that the committee is rapidly
approaching a settlement of the suffrage
article of the'Cpnstitution.

At the beginning of the session Senator
Daniel resolutely set his face against any
adjournment. The fact that he now
strongly urges it.and to secure it makes
the disclosures he did yesterday, proves
that he at least is not playing politics.
but after nearly two months' effort to
perfect a suffrage clause, he and his most

intimate coadjutor, Major Anderson, have
come to the conclusion that the Suffrage
Committee is "not rapidly approaching
an agreement."

Ft appears that the statement In The
Times yesterday, "that no man could tell
when the report would be ready, whether

"in one week or six weeks," was very
nearly correct.

'NERD MORE TIME.

The repeated statements by some news-
papers and many members that lha

body was rapidly approaching an agree-

ment on a suffrage clause were sadly

discounted by Senator Daniel's plea

in the convention yesterday for the
body to adjourn a month in order to give

the committee enough time by continuous

day and night sessions to come to an un-
derstanding. On Tuesday Chairman Dan-
iel strongly championed an adjournment

until September loth. He put it on the

ground of inabilityof members to do their
best work during the mid-summer heat.
It was intimated Tuesday by several

that the evident object of the movers for
a long adjournment was to delay the
work of the convention for political pur-

poses. To dispose of this charge. Senator
Daniel ye-'erday declared that the Suf-
frage Committee was doing everything
possible to make a report and would not
withhold it a single moment. In addi-
tion to this, one of the most distinguished

members of the Suffrage Committee, Mr.
*\V. A. Anderson, offered a proviso that
tho cpmmittee should be allowed to sit
during the recess and the members there-
of receive pay.

There are a great many propositions be-

fore the body, and the members have la-

bored hard to come to some conclusion.
Never did a committee strive more faith-

fuily, and they nv:et almost daily and

struggle with the important problem be-

fore them.

The great question of reforming the suf-

frage laws of Virginia, which was primar-
ily the cause of the assembling of the

Constitutional Convention by the people,

is indeed a vexed one, and is giving the

Committee on Franchise a great deal of

trouble.

Contract About to Be Given Out for the
Work.

The contract will be let in a few days

for the building of the- addition to the
Elks'. Home, at Eleventh and .Marshal!
Streets.
\u25a0The building will be two stories above
the basement. There will be a largo as-
sembly hall on the top floor and rooms
for social purposes on the gTound story.
It is probable work will not be com-

menced until after January-, as building
material is very High and labor is scarce.

Mr.Krager Visibly Affected by Invitation of
Chicago Holland Society.

(By Associated Fruss.)

THE EIAGUK, July 31.— The Interview
j yesterday between Robert H. Vant
j Schaaek, treasurer of, the Holland So-

ciety, of Chicago, and Mr. Krugi-r was
most cordial. Mr. Van Schaack, hi* wifa
ami Mr. Kruger conversed together for
an hour. When Mr. Van Schaack an-
nounced that he was* the bearer of th«>

; society's Invitation to Mr. Kruger to ba>
| their giust. assuring Mr. ICrusji-r of the
ihigh esteem in which wa3 held in the
! united Statea as :« grant! old patriot.
! whose noble devotion l-> the e.iu;t<? of

\ liberty recalled the devotion of the Princo
! of Orange, Mr. Kruger was visibly af-

fected. He said he well knew he had
many warm friends i:iAmerica, whom ha
would like to thank.

,Mr. Krugor pres. ;.>:ed Mr. Van Schaaclo
v.:th hi;? ph,ptograjh ami auto«rar>h. Tha
great Boer statesman seemed to bo

ifeeblo and depressed with grief, - - _.

•• 'Certainly,1 Isaid, and Ipulled it in
as quickly as Iknew how. 1saw the men
were, making a .mistake in getting the
wrong cars, so when Iheard them go up
the track Iexpected to hear them come
back again In a few minutes', which they
did. However, they had no better luck
that time than on the first trip, -and it was
not a robbery of much proiit to them. I
think there were more than three men
engaged in the robbery, for Isaw two
other men standing besido the track just
at the time the engineer pulled out with
tho two care. They evidently saw that

(Continued on TCichth Page.)

"Iheard some shooting," said the con-
ductor, "and looked out to see. what was
tho matter. 1 saw the engineer and fire-
man running down the track followed by
three men. Ihad no time to look at more
than that, for Isaw two flashes of name
close to the car ami a bullet went by my
Sitad as one of the robbers called out,
'Keep your head in there if you don't
want it blown off.'

HEARD SHOOTIXG.

The train had been delayed now fully
thirty minutes, and fearing that if they
delayed any longer help would be coming
to the train crew, the robbers gave up
their attempt to rob the train, and jump-
ing- down ran into a thicket of scrub oaks
to one side of the track and disappeared.

Tho train was hastily made up again
and came on to Chicago, arriving here
somewhat late, a stop having been made
at Whitins to report the robbery. Offi-
cers were at once sent after the robbers,
and within an hour after the robbery a
large posse was on their trail. A. Cross,

the. conductor of the train, brought into
tho city to-night several sticks that had
been left Iw the robbers at the side of
the track.

GAVE UP ATTEMPT.

Climbing once more into his engine Col-
lins backed the engine do%vn and coupled
onto the third ear, and still with the imiz-
zlJ of a revolver at his head Collins was
ordered to run down the track as before.
He drew away the car from the balance
of the train for about the same distance
as the first cars, and the robbers leaving
him under the charge of one of their
number made for this car. When they
reached it they found to their great

wrath that they had attacked another
mail car and that it contained no money.

Collins ran up two hundred feet and was

then directed to stop. He did so. and
while one of nic men remained to guard
him the others jumped off, and hurling
dynamite at the door of the car which
they indeed to be the express car, burse
open the door. Hastily climbing into the
car to get at the safe, they were aston-
ished to discover that they h;ul broken
into a mail car. They threatened the en-
gineer with death for not telling' them
that the cars which he had uncoupled
were not express cars, and ordered him
t'i return at once an uncouple the next
car behind the baggage car.

USED DYNAMITE.

After mounting In the cab of the engi-
neer the robbers covering the engineer and
fireman with their revolvers, made then;
step down and ero bach the lengtn of t . •)

car:;. They ordered the men to uncouple
the first two cars, which was done. Then
they hustled the two trainmen back iiuo
the cab, and .still keeping the engineer
covered with revolvers, directed him to

null uu some distance from the rest of the
truin.

CHICAGO, ILL., July 31.—The Balti-

more and Ohio passenger train from the
East which was due to arrive in the
Grand Central Depot, Chicago, at 3

o'clock to-night, was held up by live

masked men at S o'clock between Kdge-

more and Grand Calumet Heights, In-
diana, thirty-one miles out from Chicago.

One of the mail cars which contained no
money was dynamited and wrecked.

The attempt at robbery was made after
the two mail cars had been detached from

the train and run a quarter of a mile
ahead. The failure of the robbers to

make a rich haul was du<-- to the fact
thai the express car. which contained the
trams treasure, was in an unusual
place. It was the third car in the train.

After wricking the mail car and ob-
taining no booty, the robbers disappeared

in the darkness, without attempting to

re-citify their mistake. The only loot
that they carried away with them as a
result of their .adventure was the gold
watch of the engineer.

NO ONE HURT.
The train was the New York and Wash-

ington vestibule limited. Most of the
trainmen were shot at. and had narrow
escapes from the bullets. Xv person
was injured, eith< r by Liu' dynamite or
firearms.

The place where the robbery occurred
is a lo::.-!y district in which few people
live, and houses are far between. No
better place tor a train robbery could be
.i-sired by ill-- robbers.:

The train was running at a high rate of
speed as it passed Calumet Heights, and,
immediately after passing out of sight of
tbe station, Engineer J. W. Collins saw
directly in front of his engine a large
fire, on which some rails had been placed.
Ho slowed down, and, as he did so, three
men, wearing masks over their faces.
jumped into the cab and covered Collins
and his fireman, James "VTTiipple, with.re-
volvers.

BEGAN FIRING.
Just before climbing into' the cab, the

three men commenced to fire with their
revolvers, in order to frighten away all

assistance, The shots produced the liveli-
est kind of a. panic in the sleeping >:.~,
where the passengi ra huh!'- every sJttempi
to hide their in y and valuables before
the robbers could get at them. No at-
tempt.was made to rob any of the pas-
sengers. The fusilade, however, had the
effect of making them keep inside the
cars.

(By Associated Press.)

Minute Search Was Made.
(By Associated Press.)

LONDON. Aug.I.—"On the arrival here
July IMthof the steamer Montezuirm, with
mules and horses from Xcv Orleans."
savH a dispatch from Cape Town to the
Dally Express, "she was minutely search-
ed for arms and ammunition."

The liabilities far exceed the assets so
far discovered. One in a position to know
a good deal about the affairs of the com.
nany said he doubted that the assets
would realize enough to pay fifty cents
on the dollar.
It is purposed to bring suit against the

directors in hope of securing judgments
by which the depositors can be paid.

The receivers are Messrs. Aiex H.Meyer
and A. M. Seddon. Messrs. Wyndham R.
Meredith, John A. Lamb and Ordway
Puller are the. counsel in. the case

The report will show the affairs of tho
concern to be in very bad shape. Certain
methods of conducting business will be
brought to tho attention of the court. It
will be shown that nearly if not all the
officers, including some of the directors,
had overdrawn their accounts.

It may be presented to the Law and
Equity Court to-day, but it i.s possihle
that this will not be done until some one
of the counsel can go to South Carolina
and look Into certain matters.

The report of the receivers of the Pru-
dential Banking and Trust Company has
been made up and signed.

Affairs of the Prudential are Said
to be in Very Bad

Shape,

Giles B. Jackson, secretary of tho Xe-
gro ißusln«ss Ix-ajjue. is sending out spe-
ci«.l notices to all the members of the
JfcjtX'UO tO mti't Sit Ills Office, &12 K:iSt
Broad Street, to-night at S o'clock for the
purpose of hearing ttie report of tho com-
mittee which appeared before the Com-
mittee on Education and Public Instruc-
tion of the Constitutional Convention;
and aJKS for tho purposo o! appointing a
li—rntttnr from the league to extend m-

Delegate- J. M. Hooker, of Patrick, who
is the Commonwealth's attorney of his
county, received the following telegram
from Stuart la.st night:

•M3«idr»B Branch killed FK-m Branch at

Kilber l©-day. Come home at once."
Mr. Hooker left for his home at 31:30

o'clock last night to look after the case
at the coroner's inquest.

KHber is a lumber camp in Patrick
county. rvoar Stuart, and the men men-
tioned in the telegram ar* supposed to
be laborers. Mr. Hooker had no further
facts in the case than those contained in
the above telegram. He will probably be
gone for several days.

While the question of taking- a recess
is apparently settled, yet the close vote
by which the resolution of Sir. Turnbull
was lost may possibly stimulate the recess
advocates to another effort to carry their
point. The matter was freely discussed
amonsr the members last nig-ht. Mr.
Meredith was another author of a resolu-
tion, who said he had no intention of
presenting any more, but none of these
gentlemen who made the light for ad-
journment have changed their minds on
the subject and will vote "aye" if some
one else makes the motion. It was statea
last niglit that if a resolution to adjourn
for a. short time were offered to-day it
would probably prevail, for the reason
that Mr. Hooker, who has been steadily
voting "no," has gone home and two gen-
tlrmer -who willvote •'aye" hav<? returned
to the city, so there is no telling what
will be done on «.ne subject.

The Question of taWxg a recess, which
has cnpgul t!n> attention of tbe Con-
Btitutiona] Convention for Uie past two

days. ;i::i! which was defeated yesterday

by a !i<. vote, seems to have been dis-
posed of for a time, ;it least, and the

body will probably settle down to busi-

ness again to-day.

Messrs. Wysor, Aycrs, and Turnbull,

oath ol whom presented resolutions for

a rec.f-sp and who made gallant figftts for

their adopUon, said last night that they

did not propose to press the matter fur-
ther, and it is not now thought that any

resolution will be offered on the subject

for some time, ifat all.
Judge Green said lv.st night that he

would move to go into the committee of

the whole after the morning hour to-day

for the consideration of the report of
his Committee on Preamble and Hill of
Rights.

Colonel Pcttit, who submitted ;iminor-
ity report of the committee, signed by

'hlmscH and Mr. Pedigo. will speak to-

day. ;uid his argument, which will, no
doubt, be :< very able one, will »'>robably

consume the entire session.
It le u:-.'i'-rsi »q<3 thai Mr. llatton will

follow Colonel Pettit in advocacy of the
Amendmea* offered by himself, and thsit

th.-r.- will be several other speeches by
gentlemen who have offered amendments
to the report. Among these are Messrs.
Braxton. Moore, oi Fairfax, ;u:d Gordon,

ol Richmond.
Messrs. Moore and Braxton both pre-

sented amendments relating to juries, and
nave Indicated their purpose to address
th<- convention. Their reputations as
l:iwy.-rs and orators guarantee thai their
efforts will 1""' brilliant and forceful, and
they will I"- listened to with patient at-

tention by the convention. The debate
on the Bill of Slights will probably last
for a week or ten days, for in addition
to those mentioned above several jirorai-
r.pnt mt'mli'Tf ol the committee have in-
dicated their purpose to speak for the
majority report made by Judge Green.

Tbe report willbe incharge of the able
leader from Danville, and he has the

reputation *f knowing well how to man-
age it light on the. lloor.

One of the decided features of the fight
over the adoption of the report of the
Bill of Rights Committee will be the
speech of Delegate Wysor, of Fulaski,
•who several days agro offered an amend-
ment to the report, providing that th<
convention submit the new Constitution
to the electorate as at present constituted
for ratification or rejection. There are
those who contend that this is not gvr-

mane to the report, but Mr. Wysor takes
the opposite view, and says it i.s a great

Question that should be determined before
any of the real work of the convention is
disposed of anally. He said. last night

that he was ready to speak to his amend-
ment as siKin as Colonel Pettit and others
had cleared the way so ho could gain
recognition.

Mr. Wysor takes the ground that the
convention's province is merely to pro-
pose, and not itself to make a Constitu-
tion. "If the body had a right to make
a Constitution outright it was lost in the
failure of the. members to take tbe oath
at the opening of the session," lie said
last night. "Its province is simply to
propose to the people, and they may
adopt or reject at pleasure."

Mr. W'ysor .says the proposition to pro-
claim the instrument i.s unheard of and
Is not endorsed by any of the gre:*t text-
writers on the subject of organic law.
He has a like abhorrence for submitting
the new instrument to a qualified electo-
rate, and will fight both propositions to
the bitter end. Mr. W'ysor is one of the
ablest lawyers in the convention and is
a speaker ol great force and ability. This
phase or the pending debate will no doubt
prove Interesting, and the resolution of-
fered by the member from Pulaski may
cause a protracted discussion.

Sharp Words Between Messrs. Treat and

Coaltcr, Who Came Near Blows— Mr.

Hooker Called Jio.iie by a Murder.

Mr. Wysor to Discuss the

Question of Sub.r.ttiing

Constitution.


