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We Have Made Preparations for a Great

(To 'Begin To-Morro<w, Monday, September 2d.)

Realizing that later on prices would be considerably higher, we sent all our buyers to the market when it wa?

dull to buy special supplies for a Rousing Housefumishing Sale. September is the month when most people want

to buy these goods, but few merchants are ready to show complete lines. We are ready

at much under usual prices. Ifyou have moved, or are moving, or going to housekeeping, or remaining where you

are
—in either event you'll need some supplies that you can buy better and cheaper now during this sale than you

can afterwards. Under no consideration can we promise to duplicate these low prices again.

We can only mention a few of the items in each department to-day —there are hundreds perhaps better, and it

.will be infinitely more satisfactory for you to see them.

This week at the Casino Mill introduce
a v (-:y strong vaudeville bill. ]t will be
the last opportunity but one. that the
public will have of enjoying t.his class
til" entertainment for some time 10 come.
Mr. Wells 'has bent, his energies towards
the introduction of a very strong bill in
order to maintain the. record ot' the past
tovo weeks. There will be novelty, of
course, for no vaudeville bill is complete
without it. There will be a generous
proportion of bright, clever cemedy, bothmusical and farcical, and there will be
wonderful feats of dexterity of hand andlimb. It wll be a typical Bijou bill
introducing the best talent available inNew York. Mr. Wells spent three -lavs
in the metropolis arranging for this
week's entertainment and the result ofhis efforts remains to be seen.

The Richmond public has shown its ap-
preciation of Mr. Wells' efforts in. tho
past to provide tho best that ho could
get for their entertainment. This season
the manager has gone infinitely beyond
anything that it was ever expected
could be done in a vaudeville house. Al-
ready over thirty great comedy combi-
nations have been booked for the sea-
son. They will employ the talents of
the headliners of vaudeville. They v.ill
scintillate with bright, new music and
be filled with farcial situations and clever
dialogue. They come full, on time, too,
for the public taste- turns now more than
ever in the direction of light entertain-
ment of this character and the change
will undoubtedly be for the mutual bene-
fit and advantage of the manager a>id his
public

This week and next really mark a hiatus
in the affairs of the vaudeville houses.
Good features are as rare as a dodo bird,

for the combinations are just starting
out and the other players who have not
lie-en engaged by the vaudeville r.nd
farce comedy companies are at work In
New York or not working at all except
at rehearsals for the new things with
which they propose to startle the public.

Among the earliest of the biff attrac-
tions will be the "Crazy Guy Company."
and this will be followed by the great
production of "Mazeppa." This play will
be brought here from its successful" run
in New York and willbe. given with all
tho elaborate scenery and effects and.
with a company of forty people.

The Casino will have a very attractive
vaudeville bill this week. It will be oiie
of the last of theseason, for the summer
theatre will have run its course by the
third week, in September, when tho ::ccne
of action willbe transferred to tlie Bijou.

AT THE CASINO.

The medium in which Mrs. Davis p.p-
pears is the same that he has played for
years. With it he built the Alvin Joslin
Theatre, in Pittsburg, one of the. finest
play-houses iv this country. Ho has
bought thousands of dollars' worth of
diamonds with the. profits of this- farce
and has made two or three very sub-
stantial fortunes-. In face of such an
array of facts any description or opinion
of the play would be superfluous.

Mr. Charles U Davis will vin!t the.
Academy on Saturday for two perform-
ances of bis remarkable play "AlvinJos-
lln," Mr. Davis has not been seen in
this city for four years, and his return
will appeal to farce comedy lovers.

I'ALVIN JOSLIN."

FIELD'S MINSTRELS.
The Al. G. Field's Greater Minstrels

will make tnr-ir annual bow to their le-
gions of admirers at the Academy on
Friday ni^ht.. For years tnis magnificent
company has regularly paid us a visit
and every recurring engagement has
gone into history as an event of the
season's amusement. Mr. Field has <-~ome
to us each year with an .assertion that he
has something better to offer than upon
his proceeding visit, and to the credit of
the comedian be it said this promise hns
always been faithfully kept. The noon-
day parade has always been a potent 'tt-
traction with its multi-colored flags and
banners floating gaiVy to the breeze, the
dashing and nattily-attired performers
walking ahead to th<* inspiring strains of
Burt Cutler's military band. Upon every
occasion when Mr. Field and his com-
pany bave. appealed upon our street's,
thousands bave witnessed th^ pay cav-
alcade: Their parade tho coming year
will be larger than ever before. Two
large and complete military bands keep
tho air resounding with the latest aii'l
most inspiring music. For the concert
feature of the parade the two bands con-
solidate, making the largest and finest
band of musicians ever with the com-
pany, under tho eflici^nt leadership of
Kurt. M. Cutler. A concert of popular
creations Is rendered and it is safe to
zay 'no such music is heard save
from the large concert bands where large

admission fees are charged. As usual the
b!sf parade will appear upon tlie streets
promptly at H o'clock and it goes with-
out saying that all who can will take
advantage of Hie pleasing spectacle and
listen 'to the music r.f the band.

revlews on the road. The engagement is
for Wednesday only.

ACADEMY-Monday, "Vanity Fair."
watince and nißht. Wednesday, "Mi-l-'.-nl-

. OcjVs Flats." Friday. "Find's Mins-

irrls." Saturday, "Alvln Johlin." mati-

«es and nlpht.

The theatrical season will be in full
swing tliJ? week. Four plays th^ lirst
xKfph if the season is Indeed a novelty.

The theatres all over the country htc

r.peninp mucli earlier than usual, and
those who are posted predict a very j>ro-

fitaWa Ecason. .
VANITY FAIK.

What will be regarded by a great
many people as one <.f th^- Important
(\u25a0i&pc matters of the current season is
promised '.^or matinee and evening per-
formances :;t thf Academy Monday in a
dramatization of'incidents from l"hack-
cray*s "Vanity Fair," made by J. H. \<

-
viiiF.in wlHc:t Beck>' Sharp !.-\u25a0\u25a0 to be acted
by Miss- Cogtilan and the balance of the
rharaeters by her cxcell< ::t company.
The (=?nson now new has proved a me-
morable oho as to a. revelation of new
talent in play-making and play-acting;
It may be that this attempt 10 fooili^ht
the best known of the Thackeray novels
will prov to tlie liking of th<; folk to
•"R-honi it is Intended to appeal. As n
Miss Coghlan, she has been a very fa-
miliar fifirure in the eyes of local play-
goers for several years. Such acting as
wo have had from her during li*t \isil
to Richmond In "A Royal Bbicy" has
been of a Kind to warrant Iht claim to
recognition as a stellar player. Incidents
utilized concern Becky at Miss Pinker-
ton's school, at "Queens Crawley," at
Brighton, the ball at Brussels on the
•ye of Waterloo, the mode of lire and
Mvlngin the house in Curzon Street and
the revelation of Osborne's Infidelity by
Becky to th<* tearful Amelia In Becky's
retreat at Pumperhickle. Tlie chararc-
ters of the book utilized In the play are
confined hi number to those with whom
Becky came In direct rather than in col-
laternl contact after her withdrawal from
tho Misses Pinkerton's seminary

—
Ihe two

I-'itt Crawleys—the world loving Miss
Crawley, Rawdon, Georgo Osborne,
Amelia and Joe Sedlej% the stupid and
Blundering Dobbin, the shrewd Brlggs
and tbe Marquis of Steyne. The supreme
incident of Miss Coghlan's play would
socm to be ihe interruption l>y Rawdon.-
unexpectedly returning to Curzon Street,

of the rendezvous between Becky niiT
Lord Steyne. Stagecraft of an excellent
kind is manifested in tlie manner in
which the incidents of tho Duchess of
Richmond's Ball at Brussels are shown
Jn act three of the play.

MTADDEX'S FLATS.
Another story has been added to "Mc-

Fadden'rs Row of Flats," making the
fifth, and it is promised thai this Intost
addition has all modi 111 improvements.
"The Flats" this seat-on has been entire-
ly rewritten, all new faces and musi-
cal numbers, new and elaborate scenery,
painted by Gattis & Morangc and Moses
& Hamilton, handsome and costly cos-
tumes designed by Mme. Vander Hay-
den, and electrical effects by the Mench-
iiiß Electric Co. Tlie organization is
composed of thirty well-known farce-
comedy artists, among whom are "Hil-
ly"Harry. Jr., ;l son of the late "Billy"
Barry, wlio convulsed theatre-goers in
"MeKoniKi'ts Flirtation/ "Tho Rising
Generation," ;ind numerous other Irish
comedies. Mr. George Yeoman, one of
the best delineators of German charac-
ters on the American stage, is seen to
advantage as the riv;il of McFadden for
aldernKuiic honors. Miss Jennie La-
mont, as "Mrs. Murphy," queen of the
I'lats. Is retained from last season's en.it.
3 lor brogue would do credit to a native
from Cork. Klein & Ott Bros, are seen
in several small parts and incidentally
introduce a musical turn that is away
above the average. They bring several
new Instruments and are decidedly iip
to <lat.-. Miss Katie Rooney. who iV.r
several seasons has been at the h.\t<] of
lier own company, will delight us with
her newest dances and songs and also
the Inimitable imitation of her father,
the lat? "Pat*! Rooney. Mr. Harry Wat-son is retained for this season* in the
part of Weary Willie, and has several
now "stunts" on his bicycle. Mr. John
Gllroy. the clever acrobatic comedian
and dancer, is a capital exponent of
"TortciKv McSwatt." the Poet of the
Kla's. The two mischievous "Yellow
Kids" nr<> Interpreted by the same irre-
sistibly funny fellows at last year. Bob-
by Kalst.'ii and Jerry Sullivan, and both
have brand new specialties.

Besides this brilliant array of talent
tlii-re ;:;\u25a0<• sixteen handsome young ladies
who are .shown in several charming mn-
sical numbers and ensembles, which j>re
greatly enhanced by the novel electric,
effects. Tho costuming is said in l:c
magnificent and sets off the charm? of the
young ladies to prelection. With the
beautiful scenery, clever performers, en-
trancing njrid up-to-date music and en-
sembles, this is one of the best farcical

YOU EAT LUSCIOUS
BIVALVES TO-DAY

Violations ofOyster Laws Common as
Breaking the Ten Commandments.

Every Item in This Sale Is an Extraordinary Offer.

@L Table Linens, Towels. Our New Blankets. 1 /*W¥\\ The New Silks
jr-SmTK - - ——-——

r
— — ;;——

!—:!

—
: j1 )3tH~HK^Ti7] \\ j i

/W-ZjtM^S Fringed Doylies,25c per dozen. We claim for our Blankets superiority inboth /Ul££\ \ \ .l^Zt^lJ fewp^ irr|yl!s in

IISSnE^i '
Red and blue checks, good value. warp and filling—the best and cleanest wool- Cf^-~^§^k\ i P y .['^Mm ~?W^% Glass Doylies, blue and red checks, for 39c. !}t w jH was]1 weu (not "mill up" and harden), j ; The New Striped Taffetas, 98c.V; '>

i A Damask Special for 25c a yard. 1 look wdl and wear well< fc?38* 7̂^^^ I Solid colored grounds, overcast with

I?I Bleached, SS inches wide, heavy.
*

| California Blankets, a fine quality 11-4 size, one-inch P^feflr^' s*'™«offMaA sStir^S th^Te%-M)§W, -
Bleached Damask, 66 inches wide, Irish linen, 39c ! silk binding, with red, blue and pink borders, as,*-

Q o fi^^^M^" effect of being striped with ribbon and.mrJ±mt value, per pair

—
=»^riw^. bee. Nine different combinations- toA Damask bargain at 59c yard. . soft p!fecy Wool Bbnk.{s< in white and sanitary gray, full 3%!|j^ choose from.

A i 70 inches wide, all linen, heavy. 11-4 si/.e, with -A-liite stripe borders, pink. blue and #- nn IM n „ \u25a0 o,. -, „„
i Autumn

Dinner Napkins, extra quality, at $1.00 per dozen. red, per pair $3-00 New Polka-Dot Stripes. Sl.oo.
jHousefurnishing' T\u0084.

,c . . . ,
7
,

Home-made Scarlet Blankets, all pure wool warp fi/,nft I
"

.?. : l^Jf^l grounds jwith woven
Sale. „,

\u0084-

'. J 1 '?" ; fillinjr,zephyr stitched edge fast colors, Per pair Housefurnishmg : Polka-dots ot white and Mack, forming
Bleached, .16 inches wide, heavy weight.

' v J . c , 1deemed stripe. Six ditTtrent combi-
Linen Finish Crash, blue border, for Sc. Fleccs Wool Blankets, with wide borders, one- «? n j ale

-
nations.

; inch silkbinding, extra value, per pair #>^O V I
A Loosely Woven Crash, aVsc. All-Linen Crash for 10c

_____»—_ ____.____-_____-_-_
— Guaranteed Black Taffeta, 79c.

Absorbent, pure bleached, a good i 19 inches wide, exceptionally cheap at
"""*" —

~%^
-linches wide,good lustrous black and

\u25a0weave. 10c. .^hpet^ aild Sheetlll©'. S/^S^\\ guaranteed to wear well.
Russia dash, pure white, a bar-

-
« . , . , c

wiiCCIS GUU WiiCvUii^. // /1&s \H \u25a0r jr> r
-

«.
gain at /C Extra Large Towel for sc. ___»___«__«.=_->—

—— ' (, &f!Fj] )li' Guaranteed Gros Grain. 75c.
Large Hemmed riuck Towels

™-h"" <̂°™*« Pillow Cases for Be.
"
j£<^ \

' fIS
fOr I2>- C' "»<k Towek 'hemmed

-
»d bor" TAr Sow Ci^laS-^" w3 made^o"^ I-2C i

"'"•
This is a finebleached Hade Towel with. der, for IOC I«?* Cases, ar ge size, .ell mad. for 12

,
2c. f^^jl>?\u25a0 Guaranteed Peau de Soie, 51.00narrow woven red border— a towel es- A

..„.,-, ,,
rr Heaw Sheets for ''.Oc K>s. 1,

peciallv suited for the toilet ami excel- A Special Bath Towel for lie.
"

e^Vy, , . , _
1O . *%^SPN 20 inches wide, good heavy «

ient for hotel and boarding house use. Bleached, a great towel offering. sSs'for m«dturn" sizeTbed for 50c
dCh and lustrous md suar.ir.te:.; to

j _""
"* "

j Sheets Torn and Ironed for sgc. A^Nil' M. .~ "

I Salad Dishes, Odd Plates Doubie-bed s^a. -4 yards ty 2,-2 yards. j\ m I p^ew pa jj
I , , A Casing Bargain at lOc. (r?hL^ /Good widths, fine quality,'a wonder. vN-. fitfhy T^T**2>?<l fwrtAnSLarge size Dinner Plates, good quality, plain white,

_
j Unbleached Sheeting, 21-4 yards wide, for 16c. JLSIXZ33 \Jf%J%J !U.O

jJSS^"^S BS^" I cheap at $1.00 dozen, special price, each OC i | \u25a0

i Large assortment of_ Salad Bowls, some Inrge and son:e me- ASheeting Special at IOC.
—

"

The new Fait Dres* Goods are constantly
<^ss^?!- ,; dium. all decorated and line quality, were S'X and St.OO, -^ Unbleached, 2 1-2 yards wide, a good wearer. niltumn _, \u0084 .

! . will be sold this week each for 59C Bleached Sheeting 2 1-4 yards wide, for 19c. Hnii«»fiirni<hintf
"

r S' P
' «nd'"tior.s are that

J^B? 1 lot fine China Soup Tureens, fine decoration, «. rvrAnt:nnal vul^i fOP 22c
Housefurnishinft p

,,
m colorS m bave the aU for m

! M^^W% i gold traced, regular f2.50 goods' special, each for ... §1.25 i xceP tiOnai fleeting for 22c. Sale. dresses, and stripes, dots and figures, as well
i vf^Sgg*/ n." \u0084 n .. "

Bleached, 2 1-2 yards wide, very cheap. as the solid colors, for waists.
i ; Big Plate Bargains.

_____«____«^_»___-_«____«_____«_^«

i 1 lot large Dinner Plates, measure 9 1-2 inches, assorted TTfc c I'\u25a0** S uriTAtait !i All-WoolCheviot. 39c.
| decorations, some gold traced, some gold stippled, worth -_ sJ'T^t^QTIQS '-'liicIAIfMS ! 36 inches wide, all pure wool and good

Autumn ?~50 and $3.00 dozen, special, each lUC * . O^E^cr^?!^^^3 i weight, in navy, gray, tan, reseda, car-

Housefumishins china. and Curt&in Muslins. ! I ififPli S?SS£* This ls " most ""
Sale -

oeco;^^™^Ss^^'S=«S§l.2s ~ : ! W$MM\ All-Wool Venetians. 50C.
We have purchased a big stock ofnew Oriental i yrir/:S'-'f^^fljlyrir/:S'-'f^^fljl 36 inches wide, illpurs wool, smooth,

j r"~"
~~ ' —"—'

-3 and floral patterns in all kinds of draperies for ! fjff/^. &*& sven twill,in twenty different shades.

CTS I j Bargains hrGranite ware p°rti.eres
-

/window and Hair curtains, aiantei imi&M \\Habit Cloths - 75c
C\ -^y^/ I

** Lambrequins, and Chair and Couch Covers. We ' TpM .. !l—.;;u 50 inches wide, a!! pure woo!, fifteen
TVyfT^:. I \u25a0\u25a0\u25a0" •'•"* ""\u25a0"\u25a0 \u25a0 \u25a0 \u25a0""" "~»--°«~

——
»- \u25a0 bought this lot under price and they will find ! l-jfytfl* —ir/ioji till shades to select from.

\|f': § 12 quart Granite Preserve Kettle, best quality. r
_ quick sale. We can only mention a few items— [^JEOI^ '!'New Corded Waist Cloths. 75c.

i^=^ i ior CSOC there are hundreds. j 29 Jnches wlde. al
,

pur. woo!> with
17 quart Granite Dishpan, best quality, j

'
36-inch Denims for furniture covering, sofa pillows and

'

Ai,+,,mr, large and narrow cords, giving them

181/WW for 59C curtainsVall colors, in Oriental and floral designs, 17c 7 -i
i Autumn a tucked eflect. in light blue, cadet, old

%iUr fejr^ S quart Granite Sauce-Pan value, per yard 12-C Housefurnishing j j rose, cardinal gray,castor-aatf btaefc.<^^ f°r C Silkoline Draperies, full yard wide, large range of ?fJ , Sale. !All-Wool Plaids, 29c.
Large size Granite Foot Tub, worth S9c, special j__^ colorings, the 12 1-2 and 15c quality, per yard 2UC | ,

36 in. wide, ail pure wool and specially
Autumn Pn

"
oy^ Fjne Curt:Un :\\usnn 36 inches wide, doti \ and figures, full yard wide, 19c value, T

suited for separate skirts and children's
,T, T . \u0084. . 19c Gas Key, with lonjfwood handle,

__
arid figures, trimmed stitched edge, ,^1 ; for, per yard IOC ; school dresses, original price 50c a

Housefurnishing special price IOC 25c quality, per yard I22C2C in Ori:uU! ggJut we offer this lot to close v
Sale. 12 Cakes Large Size Laundry Soap j White Curtain Muslin, with colored dots j and Persian designs, best quality... 12-C '

~ .'..'_'l'l'll.'ll '„ „ .__ j Two Specials

&& Toilet Sets. ||| China Dinner T~~^P H inBl^ck Dress Good^,

W j! to iL ;All-WoolStorm Serge. 39c.
feX3s^sdf=f

"
$7.00 Toilet Sets, contain 12 pieces, fancy QTlb Tc^. SctS. /^^^^^Sn 42 inches wide, a cegu&r SOC vaTue

£T shape ja.s, all, decorated heavy gold stipple, special
«__-__„

' fmY^&kl
'

Black Whipcord, 59c>t-j cJ price *jjvj>»"3UI ! Is&l I^lI \u25a0 » tif£***J% J5-00 Toilet Sets, contain 10 pieces, new shapes <«.., „«
rtJjr

, c „ . . lf&l 42 inches wide, all pure woor,a regular
( iV^fe^, and decorations, gold stippled, special this week.... $>2.9© Odd Clip and Saucer Bargains. : W^^ l̂^! 75evalue.

jf^^^^Q j $3.50 Toikt Sets, contain 10 pieces, assorted ®« «r t lot China Cups and Saucers, imported goods, plain white, ! .^^^Ll^l^^a M r*l/>r»lre v * \at tregkLXJl-,/ I Patterns '£°Id stiPPled> special while.they last \u25a0pAi&d they are our $1.25 goods, special price this week per -_ | -^fe^^/] iNeW LJOCKS, oest Works.

i^^T"/ I Wh?fp Eed Orilts Down Sofa dd°Zen '\u25a0\u25a0&' Lot«7.00 Clocks, hrZe size, new designs,
%^/^Sa^gf

"auc ucu V.*'*111'3*3 *
Pillo--vs "Oc WllUe China UPS and Saucer Si ov-

l! shape, very thin, i(^ ~ /%, S day movements, strike every half-hour,
O>:=iL > Crochet Bed Spreads, full size, heavy

'
\y, dosed out ! never soIJ for less than $t "73 doze:1' this wesk

'
s Ct m'< Cathedral gon?, works are guar- * «

y?..';- -^-^-—
nl;sed Marseilles designs, hemmed « ,

manufacturer's J price per dozen 0*0" i __^ :, j •^•t«d. sP eC!al this w'"k #>4-Oy

Autumn ready for use, extu value. iine of fineDown | ,12 piece Dinner Set, richly decorated, all large *-.rrk i Autumn . Lotf0,W ?°fS' l ?̂*' fan^*
«,

, .i' ' Marseilles Spreads, extra heavy raised de- Sofa^^P illo ivs; nieces new shaoe worth Sl6 00 -here a12.50 ;
« c -v- • ! signs, S day movements, strike every half-

Housefurnishing signSj extra ze Pearl hemmed, only a which enables us |p> pT * ' Housefurmshmg I; hour, Cathedra! loag. cases are black
S ale limited number for sale, 52.5b »f» f Ag lo s:11 medium j $25.00 China Dinner Set, contains 102 pieces, # T

-
nA Sale

'
w'th porcelain trimming, special «_

__
'_ value ..". tfJl.yO size ones for 29c. decorated inblue and pink forget-me-nots, special... Jply-Oy 1 1' PriCi POOy

EVERY LOAD A VIOLATION.

and. as the planter has to pay pretty h-.^h
for his seed and car. <?ec no benefit from
them until they grow, he does not seU
his "oyster seed" any more readily t.'i-in

a farmer sells his seed corn or sc-.l pota-
toes.

Dredging is emphatically discourage! :r>
Virginia. One may stiil dr«9d»e> here,

but Inorder to do so h<- must k> ihv-:>'><i:^t
with enough red tape to make him sick.
One rarely, or never. 3*r» a dredge n >w
adays in Virginia waters.

Thtse. irs brief, are the laws ar.d ru!-**
governing the oyster business: The? ar*
a very much-abused set ot laws and!
rules, and it is a serious question wheth-
er they have adequately Serred their
purpose, though it cannot be disputed
that they are better than no laws al all
Revisions of the oyster laws would, it
is generally believed, ''•\u25a0\u25a0 adi mengeoua.

tSorr.e hold that it would bo best to strik.4
them fr>.,in the bu.>k» entirely, but cn«ir

position is admitted to be untenable.

Miss Mattie S. Harris, -who haa twe.-i
visiting frienda in this ctty. '.eft last nlsht
for her homa, in. Wilmington. X. C

It has been said that seed may be pur-
chased from the private planter, and one
might think that herein was the oppor-
tunity for fraud. There is. to some ex-
tent, but this is minimized by the fact
that every planter must take oath that
he will not buy to plant out of the State
and that he will plant in the State the
oysters he buys. Thus, the oysters must

be tonsued again for another purchaser.

oysters out o£ the State. It is to prevent

this that the famous '•Virginia Navy" is

chiefly maintained.
So strict id the Old Dominion in tnJ9

regard that no non-resident may buy seed
in Virginia except from pri-ate planters,

and no non-resident can be engaged :n
the oyeter business in the State. Hb

must be a boria-flde citizen. -The crime

is not confined to non-residents, howev-
er. There are many citizens of the
State who yield to the temptation of high
prices and smuggle the bivalves across
the line to Maryland or New Jersey plant-

ers. If one is caught, upon conviction,

his boat and cargo i.-; confiscated and he
is liable to a tine of $500 and imprison-

ment in the penitentiary.

; lor survey."
The State encourages planting and

the licenses are dirt cheap. Boats un-
der five tons pay 'Z cents; from 5 to 20
tons, 50 cents; over tons, $1. The tine
for not securing a license, however, ts

Ifrom $50 to $100. Most of the x>rivare
Ibeds are in the creeks and small river3
i that tlow by the homes of th,i well-to-

do farmers and truckers of this section
of the State.
Itmay by well to explain that "'natural

rock" would nor be recognized by the
average mountaineer. It is formed by
accumulations of shells, gravel, sand, old
shoes— -anything in fact, that an oyst;r
can stick to.

AX IMPORTANT LAW.
One of the most important oyster laws

relates to taking seed oysters out of the
State. Time was when Virginia had to

.get seed oysters from Maryland waters.

That time has passed, and Maryland
gets seed oysters from Virginia. Most of
them are smuggled across the line unfor-
tunately. The various and sundry "oys.
ter wars" that you have heard about
arose chiefly from attempt* to smuggle

The Baylor line is supposed to embrace
all of the natural oyster lock, beds and
shoals of the Siate, and the space within
the survey cannot be rented. Through ;
error, however, some ruck was omitted \u25a0

from the survey and this is rented. The
'

courtr, have held that this is not rock,
though it is rented as such, and the an-
swer to the querry, "When Is a rock not |
a rock" is, "When itis outside the Bay-

went out of the river that did not vio-
late this law.

Indeed, pessimists in the business will
tell you that there never was a business
in which so much fraud is practised; The
tonguer mixes his shells artistically with
the oysters and sells them to the shucker.
The shucker throws out the shells and
substitutes a quart of writer to every
gallon of oysters and sells the water to
the dealer. The dealer adds another
quart of water and di3rfls.es ot" it to his
customers. If the customer happens to

run a. restaurant he aiHs another quart,
so the man who cats the oyster gets about
three ctuai ts of water r.iul one quart of
oyster, thDugh he pays for four quarts
of oysters.

A Lot of Facts About the Oyster Industry

nod lbc Laws That Govern It Taking
Seed Oysters from tbe State

.Much Practiced.

(Social Dispatch to The Times.)

NEWPORT NEWS. VA., August 31—
The oyster season opens to-morrow. It
lasts until July 25tu. The announce-
ment is doubtless more interesting to

some communities thani to Newport News.
for it must be confessed that the people
have- been oatiug oysters here more <>r
less all summer, and tiny were caught
wot a thousand miles from the city. Vio-
lations of the oyster laws are about as
common as violations 01 the Ten Com-
mandments, and have come to be looked
on almost equally as a matter of course.

To the average landsman there is some-
thing extremely complicated about the
legal phasu-s of the oyster business, but
the situation '.3 not so complex after all.
Bearing in mind the fact that the oys-

ter laws are chiefly designed to protect

the flne oytster lands of the Slate, mat-
ters arc considerably simplified.

The eastern part of the Statti is d4vid-
rd into oyster districts, over each of
which is an Inspector, lion. E. C. Madi-
son holds the job for this district. The
oyeterman applies to the inspector for a
license. There are two kinds of licenses.
He take* his choice. The one used by
tb* ordinary tor.ger, who catches, oys-

the oyster rock in the James, but he

ir-ist "conform to the restrictions impos-

ed by law.
\X iMAGIXAPA" LiNE-

From Day's Point, in Isle of Wight

county to the mouth of Deep creek, in

Warwick county, there extends an imagi-

nary line known, the "cull line. "

Smith 'of this the tonguer is within the

"Scan cull lino" and is entitled to keep

ail oysters above three irich.es in length.

'A.ll under this lie must throw back. Xorth

of the '.'cull line" he is within the "rough

cull line" arid can hold on to anything

that is an oyster.
Inboth cases he is charged absolutely

to throw all shells back, into the water

and must not under any circumstances

tike them ashore; and, though he may

catch whatever size oyster he 'likes in

the '•rough cull" district he cannot mar-
ket anything under 2 1-2 inches. The
rest must be planted.

Violation of the cull law is punishable
by a fine of from $10 to ?:00.

The law is a good one. but it is con-
stantly violated. Expert authority de-
clares that a boat load of oysters never

tors for the general market, costs $2.50.
The applicant pays DO cents down, thisbeing^the inspector's foe. and gets .1 cer-
tificate. Ho is given fifteen days In
which to pay the remainder, and the in-
spector spends a large part of every Sea-son chasmg 1 delinquents, who ivouid ra-ther lose ten or fifteen valuable days
dodging that official and the payment of
the $2 than spend the time tonging oys-
ters, though the latter occupation is much
the more profitable.

PJLAXTERS LICENSE.
The planter's license is based upon

weekly .sales. The applicant pays the
same fee as .the other man and gets a
certificate. , Thereafter Ive must report
every Saturday, under oath. 10 somemagistrate the amount of his catch or.rather, the number of bushels sold and
the price thereof, and pay at the rate ot
40 cents on -very $100. He takes the af-
fidavit to the- inspector, who gives him
a. ie,-»jpt for it and this receipt consti-
tute his license, for the wcvic following.
He is given three days of grace in which
to set tho receipt in.

The penalty for oystering without li-cense, in either case, is a fine of' from$10 to SIOO.
Under favorable conditions, with ~oort

weather and fairly good luck, a tonguer
with a hoy to cull his catch, ought to
get from 30 to 3? bushels of oysters aday. In the- fall the price he wts ran~e-*
from 10 to 12 cents, going up to from 15
10 IS cents about Christmas time, and ad-vancing to from 15 to 25 cents in thespring. Thus, the tongner ought to haveno difficulty paying the small license re-qulred or" him, though he is often unfor-
tunate and unlucky: suffers much from
bad weather and has ah admltiodl'v hard
life of it generally.

When the oysterman provides himself
with a license he finds himself restricted
in Hie privileges granted him. Underr.o circumstances must an oyster go to

long. For this contingency, cull laws areprovided.' If the tonyuers wore allowed
to send to market all the oysters brought
up. irrespective of size, the bivalve would

planted or sold to a planter for replant-
ing. The oysterm-an is at liberty to get
his catch anywhere within tha Baylor
survey, which Js supposed to Include all

j
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