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EDUCATION IN VIRGINIAL

For some 1ime past The Times has been |
saying more than usuai attention to the |
| tion,

guestion cf popular education. We izt
Been mhaking dnquiries 3 investigations
%5 10 the condition of the
of the State, and tha conclusion wh

public schools

we have reached is that in some scclions |
a1 least the schovls are very poor and are |

not  improving. Virginia s

about $2,000,000 2 vear on her schools, but |

<he has not been setilng value recelved—
at least, she has not been getting as great
Benefits as she was fairly entitled to re-
celve for this large expenditure of money.

Public sentlment is largely at faull
There Is & Ia;-:k of appreciation of this
education, no  less

matter of popular

_The Daily Times, when delivered by carriers, |
- is ten cents perweek or fifty cents per month.

| this fmportart Work.
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expending |

amons the educated classes than among

1he unefueated classes. Indeed, it is our
deliborate opinion that the fault is more
with the former than with  the latter.

Tiat class of people whe do nol patrotize

the public schools, but who send thelr |

<hildren te private schools, have not giv-
en proper atiention and consideration to
thin public-schocl system of
Many such men.are willing to pay their
school tax, bul are digposed to throw this
money as a tribute 1o the system and
after that wash their liands of the whole
business.

To be perfectiy frank, this is due in no
small degres to the training of the South-
ern aristocrat.  Befors the war the slave-
owning class wWers very careful to have
thair sons and daughters trained in i
best schools of the land, for. they ful

appreciated the value of education; but |

the dominant sentiment among this ¢l
of peopia was that education was not a
good thing for negroes, of oven poor white
folks, It i= true that thers were schools
for the white masses, conducted at the

ass |

Virginia. |

yuklic exuense, It they were called “'free

sriiools” and wers Neld more or less I
contempt by tlic aristocrats,

It has becn a difiicult matler to over-
come 1his prejudice and to educate the |
cdueated peeple of the State up to u full .
appreciation of popular edveation, It
theretere, with a view to bringing thi
question in all its scrious import 1o the
xrttrnhdn_ of the educated men and women |
of Virginiz that The Times has deter- |
mined to devote a portion of its space, at
least onece  week for some time L0 come. |
10 a discussion of this guestion in all its |
bearings, with the hope that sentiment
gnay be more Tully aroused and erystal- |
1zed. Wi dmve the promise of & num- |
Ver of prominent educators throughont the
State 1o contribute something towards this |
department, and the first article in: the
series is from the pen of Hon, J. 1. 3L
Curry, LL. 10, who has devoted many |
wears of Lis life to popular cfucation, Dr. |
Curry's article is one of the most force- |
ful and comprehensive that we have seen,
and it should be carefully read and cize- |
fully and prayerfully studied by ail men |
and women who have the irue interests
of the people of Virginia at heart.

“Dr, Curry first of all impresses the facl
1hat education of the people is a function |
4f the State; that it is the duty of the
State 1o provide the means of education
1or all the people.  This does not mean !
that there shall be no private schools, bt
1L does mean that there shall be good and |
cfficlent public schovls, where all children i
svithout money and without price may
receive the advantages-offered. This i
a perfectly rational and lcgical view, be-
cause cdueation is the necans to an end |
of government; It is a means of improv-
ing our eitizanry, of uplifting: the pea-
ple, of promoting public morality, and |
{herefore of cstaldishing more surely and |
maintaiving. our institutions of govera- |

ment.

But apart from all this, educatien is |
o practical thing, for it stimulates wn-
deaver in the material world and in- |
creases the productive capacity of lhcé
peonle.  Dr. Curry says that the common |
estimate of political economists and sta- |
tisticlans is that education adds 25 per
coent. to the wvalue of laber. . IT any man
doubts this 1ot him make comparisons
between the wealth and production of |
ihose States where for veuars i good s
tem of public schools has been in opers
tion and these States where popular edu-
cation has been neglected. In this view
of the case a good public-school system
is an economic necessity. There is com-
petition between the States and Virginiz
cannot reasonably hope t0 progress as her
siatural advantages entitle her o pr
unless her pecople are by good
qualified to compets with the w
artlsans of other States.  “'Ins
ing:ioo poor to educate,” adds Dr. Cur.
Ty, “we are too poor not 1o educate.)  Asg
well talk of discarding labor-saving ma- |

tead of

C

chinery or any other instrumentality of |
mopdern development as to talk of 3

doning our schools ¥eause we are
to maintain  them. Such a- prop >
wore’ ns atsurd as that of the wood-saw-
yor who declared that he did mot have
titne 1o stop and sharpen 13!5 E4TY.

D, Curry also makes some timely Te- |
miarks on the pecessity of Mzeneral
=pection and supervision and visitation of
the =chiopls,”. which, ke says, should be
mado ths duty of an efficieut and re-
sponsible State Superintendent and other
expert icoal superintendents. " ic
and sectariznism ™ he adds, “shozld

ba

saperintendents cad teachers.

i epiration of the
| the curse of slavery.

| shall say that it isnata b

| ‘that

| man iz great, there is algo a responsibilit

| fought for its independence &2

S0

: wigorously' excluded in the selection ot
ishetiin g rected cuiefly i od 1

: i : | rected chiefly 1o tae necds of clild P
'-'b-"?‘.“? 1les, agrecment ..m. partisan poli- | col 5. R € ecds of chdluren wa

‘tice, in church-fellowship have been the

chipolyand of school Cimocrs.t

e

-payers of Virginia do'not, we |
“appreciale the meaning of this 1

S

have Investigated tho operation of the

' lmpﬁ. echool eystem, eapecially in the country |

districts, know that the schools have suf-
fered untold eyils from this sort of favor-
ftism. It too often happens that teach-
ers are selected not with a view to thelr
fitness and qualification, but {rom pure
favoritism. = Thae school money of Vir-
ginia has often been dlsbursed as & sort
of pension fund to give employment to
this person or that, while the benefits to
Ye derived by the children in the schools
were of secondary consideration. Wi
cannot hicpe to male our public-sehod: |
yotil the mesit system has
wory school 4is t—un-
schools men

mn

system efficient
¢n fdopted in
we have iz charge of our
who are not cniy educated in |
who possess the mental gift |

Fow |
for |

iric

o

and women
but

& normui training to fit them

jettars,

and; th

conclusion, Dir. Curry speaks of ths
of manual training and prac- |
is Important branch

n
importan
ueation, and th
must also clalm our gtten-

teal ed

of

if we would make our schools ef-
thoréughly into

eclent. We must get it
aur heads and hearts that cdupation is
very broad term and that it applies tothe |
to tha heart as well as to thi

head and

mind. Manus training ds. mental
tralning; more than that—ic Is mora
trainir 1t develops the ereatlve genius

1 g0 drives out that clement of anar:
and wvanda 1

art of chservin

m in the young.
=

correctly, thao

o

art of accurs and ecision; and what

is z1! that BGut {ruth?
Ve count ourselves fortunate to have

inaugiurated this depariment with an ar-
= educaior
our read-

ticle from so
as Dr. Cur

ers that the

store,

=

Ject w 3
this dep nent of L
for good and for the advanecern
moral and

oty

he paper

mian oL Zap
#*The irouble
< io push
on with i

L the eolored T
it=elf into int
whites, I be
=ro taking o lower scat until he
wo higher. XNo man of self
11 pusgh himseil wiere he is
111 tell ¥ou thar the white rac
e nf the right kind of stufl- when
thinks more of its own than of some-
Tiwe wlhite race iz magnan-

withstanding i e amou
: 1 believe t s that!it

i arm of God Almighty. God
it un for the good of humanit
the Jews and the Gree
t He was doing when T
1 man and the white ¥
me hock or c
which God has al-

ready fixed.”
we not observed that the negroes |
: section of the country are frying |
forward

with the whites

into ©

push
tionable

association
! There Irs been no effort on the part of |

far as wea have kuowl-
n recognition in social ecireles
ps thiz cplored
]:-‘iiai't'-d out an

a0

ce, and happy
Lland

imporiant truth to hi:
will they he if they urd

it and
toke it well to heatt.

Tha At race is the
e God ond-{t s &
ivilege to the black man of this eo
gaxons

ereatest

0= SN0

ever made,

try to live among the Arvrgie.
smerica and to eatch something of the in-
whites. We talk aluz

mMe: -

It was in

spects A eurse to the whites; but who
15 to.the
that their an-

of this getieration
rere hrought over fron
A Africa and  domestionted
America? If any black man doubts this
let him conirast hig condition to-day with
of brethren In Africa;
whose ancestors eseaped the slave-hunter

But while the privilége to the blick

(G ETh

the £av-

in

of

SAydgse

whom the

upon the white man. with
taclks are more or less associated in this
country. The Dlack man is not respon-
sible for here. His ancestors
were brought to America and pui in hon-
dage to 1l While this is ihe
white man's country and properly belong
to him, and whileitis his prerogative to
govern it, because he discovered It and
1d developed

ing

whites.

it, we 3s a white race cannot, now that
the negroes lhiave been given their frec-
dom, quarantine against them and turn
them adrift to shift for themselves. If

then there is nothing in the religion of
1 Bible which we profess

We may not console ourscives with the
argument of some that the black man is
cursed of God and that he must forever |
be downtrodden.  If there is anything in
the Bille which enjoins the white race to
carry out ihis curse we do not know
what it is.  1f there is anyihing in our
-ligion thoese who profe nd call them-
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selves Christians must always be thor- |
oughly saturated with the missionary
spirit. 1t iz the bounden duty of all such
profes and of all who confess alle-

sience to the God of the U rs¢ to aid

in the upiifting of the human 3 with-

The t

A

the
&n

out TE koma

white

to the

affords man

1y todovel

pagt
1an will take ad-

his gen-

well

jres experiment in |
1873, S an hlished Inc
tor in our syvatem of public school edu-

tlon, such have been adoptad |
by 185 anidl  towns of  Amerie

Private kindergartens have fiourished stll |

| more, their advance being from one in'|

1253 1o forty-threa hundred in 1802 The |

story told by ithese fLgures is.enough cnfi
i lrself

to show that the kindcrgartens have |

il great wvaluel
wn o and whorein |
put in-a Ieitcr;-_
ten to The Times |

Ives: & real
yalua-is =sh
is very

wwrit

DeeTy

by A Willizm D0 WO Hvde, Insdis—

russing alie ce of the Xingergurten in

elemoents ation; Alr.-Hyde says:
Elmnentary  educations should be’ di-

will teave school forever at-the age- of
thirteen or fourteen.” The preat majerily
children cannot remain-in school be-
vond that nge. The preblsm of elemen
tary education, therefore, is to prepare
these children who are o s workingmen
and woriing wemen to know the best in

|
;
i

he world and to get their shars of it;

+ ahould Teceive.

| its m™ono

ind to glve thelr best through thelr work
in exchange. Now what is to be the
anture of thelr work? It ia chiefly the
sroduction of material things. Hence,
since g0 mueh of their life will deal with
naterial objcets, the properties of such
sbjects, form and cclor, and the manipu-
iation of these objects, by band and 2ye,

irs the first elements of trairing whicn

‘hese childrepy who are to b2 workers

In the simple agricultural life of our
fatlers, every boy and girl got tils train-
ns o the farm, whers there were picnty
of things to do, animals and plants to
tend, tosls te make and mend and use.
Next ig the farm in educating POwWer
tomes ths seashore, with itg perpetual
haltla with fiekle and treacherous alz-
nents. Ths inereasing econcentration of
sepulation in elties is raising up a gen-
.ration of children who have in their
home iife no means o2 acguirl!
roveh  diselpline with picugh and hoe
szdinsgt a stubborn soil, or with oar q.nr.‘l
ii and rudder ggainst a threatenlllg

stream and sea, tends to breed a race of
mental dwards and moral cripples. Liv-
ing in a rendy-made world, in which there

veloped wills as the counterpart of un-
uged hands, The city has its compensa-
tions,
gets the start of his country cousin. But
the fundamental quality of getting the
most out of life, and giving his best back
1o the country boy is at great ad-
I =uppose that is one Teason

& age.
why the most siuccessiul men
ness and professional life of the cities
méeelves are almost invariably coun-
born and bred.
hna preblem of the city zchool is how
stem this tide, how to put its chii-
‘e onoa level with their couniry cﬁus?ns
re them from ihe degeneration
which threatens them. Now the oid cur-
menlum, well enough o its way as &
supplement to the resl training which tnz
mner's children got in the field and L
barn and ihe shed and the shop. iz ut-
teriy inadequate to do the work required
io nake the city Toy got the best thoere
the world, and give ibe best thete
Yor with, iis reading ol de-
stenpes from the printed pase,

nim.

ch
s writing in finitation of the coapy,
Tules of grammar co mitter to memory,
tonous reviewing of arithmetie,
mechanical memerizing of the
ndaries of zeography, and its
story recited by rote from a single a_md
te text-boolt, it was 85 artificial,
janieal, ready-made an affair as the
form temements and paved strects
m which ihe mass of the city chlidren
come.

e kinderca
of
its appeal

and iis
«d hou

rten has come as the first
salvation for the city
to the activity
1 the ariginality of the child, with it=
terfale for the awill to form accord-
of its own; with its reve-
corld of order, harmeny,
with its introduction
in which the child
idual seli-helpful and
contributions to the joy and glad-
" of the whole, the kindergarten
:enches the child as nothing else at that
stage can the great lesson . of Ihow )
.t the best the world has for him, and
give back his.own hest in return.
ILLIAM D. W. HYDE.

activities
merge his indi

THE TORRENS SYSTEM.

T.and registration is receiving attention

no iees in Porto Rico than in Virzinia, and

ne gquestion of which method is the most
eatisractory Is heing carefully jooked inte
the Government officials ip our new
tervitory,  Mr Rugene €. DMassie, of
iehmond, who-has given a great deal of

| study to the Torrens System and who in

this connection has read a very able pa-
ner before the State Bar .-\sspciation. ia
in receipt of a letter from Mr. Wm, F.
Villoughby, the Treasurer of Porto Rico.
My
=) is Dbeing actively considered in
Parto Rico and begs that Mr, Massle will
ond him the report made by the Virginia
State Bar Assoclation on this method of

registering the titles to real estate. The |

ateeess that has attended the Torrens
System in Australia, New Zealand and
those Stales in America where it has
been put inte operation leaves little room
tp doubt Lmt that there will be a great
saving of cost to the land-holders of Vir-
ziniw if we were to adopt the
methed. This is not the only advantage
of thie Torrens Sysiem, as The Times has
frequently peinted out, another great hen-

efit belng the increased collateral value |
gmives real-estate,

This in eif 18 an
mportant fZature n the Torrens System.

«"ICHMOND AS A WINTER RESORT.™
The visitors from Chicago were deligh
cd with the moderite temperature, crisp
air and elear, sunny skies that they found
at Richmond vesterday, It was really &

nretty chilly day for Richmond, but the |
strangers {rom the city of culting lake
breezes murmured of the Champs Elysees. |
“Beauti- |

winter |
weather! “Richmond ought to be adver- |

1

“What braecing, cool, ary alr
" Wonderful

ful, sunny  skies
tised as & winter resort!” were some of
tha remarks that were made.

“Richmond ought to be advertized as a
winter resort.'”

Thers is sound reazson to hack up that
impulsive remarl. The Western
ler's subjective thinking apparatus jumped
to o coneclusion which can be demonstrat-

\ediin fisures.

The Northern States had been educated
somewhat to an appreciation of the ad-
&g of this city as & winter resort,
¢ the aestruction of cur one real hotel
shattered that prestige to bits. . With our
iima - hot now built and building there
s npo reason why tle missionary work
dould not be again and pushed
with vigor all along the line. BEvery Rich-
mender at home and abroad should feel
ambasador in the causa of

JESU

nimself
Richmond, and not tha least duty of an
ambassador.is the ¢aim, insistent adver-
ing-of the zdvantazes of hls founury.
One of the mest important of Richmond's

al

ts is its climate.
comparative data gathered by=the
ther Burean from all over the United

i ;Lz-ues will pear out tlhe assertion that

winter resort It is doubtful If Rich-
as a superiorin the country. There

A5 4
mond h

are other places that are warmer, but as |

4 rule they nre persistently warm-to the
point of enervation. The true winter re-
sort should have a climate so nicely bal-
anced between the hot and the cold that
‘the vislior from cither extreme c¢an live
there without discomfort, and can reiurmn
tn hjs home without any shock to his

‘heaith due to ike process of reacclimatis

zation. Richmond has this climatic ad-
vautege, and it-has besides every social
attraction to be found in town er country.

Bat cquable climate, ‘above all, iz tha
tning.  Richmond. les exactly midway
between (he extre atitu '
Tnited States; oquiflistant rom- the b

iz this!

4. The elty, cut off from field, forest, |

ittie or nothing left for them to do, |
+ coma to school whi flabby minds, |
well as flabby muscles; with unde- |

In many respects the city oy |

in the busi--|

its |

Willoughby writes that the Torrens

same |

hust- |

the

that are the abomination of'all ‘vigorous
people. Whatever ara the dozen and one

(3

me of the golden mean of climate. The
statistics’ of the Weather = Bureau are
more eloquent than words.

Richmond's mean annual temperature
is BR.3 degrees: g :

EFichmend's normal winter average (for
December, January and February) is 388

Richmond's cnormal  summer &verage
{for June, July and August) is 75.4.

live hers all ths year around to break
it up by a.change in summer; but there

are more cutsiders than will appear be-

lievable that favor Richmond as a sum-
mer resorh
autumn, Richmond is the most altogether

mains that hera {s found, in the genu- '

inely temperate zone of Virginia, the ac- | : 3
A z . tled or to stay eet led.

| institutions, it is a paramount abligation.

ot | the experience of nations has made it an irrefutable truth.
, It is a good thing for the people that
| ‘that Governments, State ana municipal, shall meddle constantly with human life,
' health and happlacss, should encournge or discourage

azreeablo city imaginable; but there is |

good and, as the census says, “zainful”
business in making known its advantages
2s a winter resori, and that is what
should ba done.

“Richmond ought to be advertised as a
winter resert.””

NO GIET LIKE LUYE.

{Selected for The Times.)

“Charity sufferetn long and is kind;
charity envieth not; charity vaunteth not
itseif, is not puffed up; doth not belleve
fi=elf unzeemly; secketh not her own; is
riot easlly provoked; thinketh no evil.”—
I. Cor, =L, 46

Charity, or love, !5 the ligament which
binds together the several members of
tha body of Christ. Without love there
| can be no pody, no temple: only isclated
| stones; and, therefore, useless.

It is so easy to do great things to make
zacrifices and engage in arducus duties
The impossible thing is love. No eve to

i advantageous comsequences or o publie

| desire to maintain a character for piety
can produce that grace. Love must be spon-
taneous from tho very soul's self, It
must be the unconstrained natural out-
come of the real man. A scnse of bene-
fit recelved will not produce love. It can
not be forced or bought It is the result
of God entering in and possessing the
coul; and therefore it is that where love
iz absent all Is absent.

Five hundred years before St. Faul one
of tha greatest of the Greek wrilers
spoke this eulogy on love: :

“Love i3 our Lord, supplving kindness
and banishing unkindness: giving friend.
ship and forgiving enmity. The joy of
the good, the wonder of the wise, the
amazement of the gods.”

Fiva hundred years sfter St, Paul an-
other eulogium was pronounced on love
by Mohammed. Te said: “Every good
act is charity; wour smiling in yow
brother's face;
the right road; giving water to the thirs-
ty; or exhortations to do right. A man’s
triue wealth hereafter is the good he' has
dene in this world to his fellow-men
When he dies people will ask: ‘What
property- has ho left behind him? Buw
the angels will ask: “What good deed:
has he sent befors him?*

Later stlll' Thomas’ a* Kempis dwells
with enthiusiasm on this all comprehend-
ing grace. “Love) he says, “feels no
burden, regards no labor, would willing-
lv do more than it is able; pleads’ no
{mpossibilities, because it feels sure It
can and may do all things. Lave

is

ful; strong, patient, prudent, long-suffer-
ing, manly, never seeking itsell.”

Trom the time of Solomon the wise mer
{ and poets have all essayed their powers
| in describing and extolling love in differ
ent phases of its charaeter. But it re
mained for St. Paul to give us.yet an
other poetie, practical, abiding, o full
| length portrait of that peerless. virtue.

In the simplest language with a maste,
hand Lie paints the details of that fruit-
ful grace. He shows how it influence:
all our dealings with our fellow-men, car-
rying with it a healing sweectness.

It imbues the cntire character and con-
ains in itself the highest motive for all
Christian cenduct. It is “‘the fulfilling
of the law.” Its claims are paramount
because it embraces all other virtues. 1.
a man has love there is no grace impos-
sible to him,

Love becomes courage of the most ab-
solute kind whero danger threatens its
object. It begets a wisdom and skil
which puts to shame meype technical
training or experience; it brings forth
solf-restraint and temperance as its nat-
ural fruit- It is patlent, forgiving, mod-
! est, humble, sympathizing.
1 It reveals itself In a magnanimous bear-
! ing of:injuries and in a conSiderate and

tender imparting of benefits, It return.
;gaod for evil; not readily provoked by
slights or wrongs, it ever seeks to spend
itself in Kindness. There i= nothing en-
¢ vious, vain, or selfish in love. It neithe:
| grudges others their gifts, nor is eage:

10 show off ilg owi. The pallor and bit-
sneer of envy and the ridiculous
swapger of the boastful are equally re-
mote from lova. It balances man.
wringing him irte right relations with
fiiz fellows, and prompting him to es-
toem their gifts more highly than his
QWL

Neither is love ever on the watch for
sclf-interest—exocting the remunperation,
the recogaition, the applause, the prece-

ter

&

putting a wanderer in’

swift, sincere, pious, pleasing and delight.”

. from reason,

' to doom the

opinion can enable a man to love; mno !

{enviable tght.

dence, the deference that moy bs due, |

- it seeketh not her own.'”

Love is-the supreme possession, for "It
. never faileth."
| dantly is to live abundantiy, and to love
| forever is to live forever.

President Roosevelt Will not ba able to
attend the Charleston Exposition, owing
to the illness of his ¥on. Charleston scems
to be playing in hard luck.

Morris: Reiman, of Chicago, aitliough a
disciple of Robert G Ingnr'soﬂ',,aeemg 1o
have pos essed something of the mission-
ary spirit. He Ieft §1,000 to be expended
in the “ecivilization of Christians”’’ \We
wonder what conselation Relnp"-fuu:;.&
| in his dying hour from the religion of
the religious teachings of Ingersoll.

3t 7. P, Morgan seems to be leading o
prétty fast life. . He recently traveled

And so to love abun- |

‘| lisking Company, of Richmond, and ths

| ty any sect that thus degrades its holy |

~ EDUCATIONAL DEPARTMENT.
IMPROVED PUELIC SCHOOLS IN VIRGINIA.
- (ByHon.J.L.M.Cu-r,'L.D.)

There are some questions of great impertance which seem never to get set-
Perhaps, education, & & resclt and as a process, Is one
of them. You asked me for 2 paper with a view of stimulating public interest In
behalf of public schools, Busy as I am I comply cheerfully, begging you to make
excuse for not always putting quotstion marks or verifying by reference to page
and volume. y

2. Al civilized governments now recognlze that education of the people, of
the citizenship, is a function of the State In the Unlted States, owing to tha
character of the Federal and State governments and to our fres representative
That it is the duty of = State to
provide means of education for all the people seems io me 2 trulsm. Certainiy,
It i5 07 the gssence
It sems illogical to hold

yH

of tha functlons of just and sniighiencd government

trace by bhounties and ex-
emptions or by restrictions and prohibitions, should regulate supply of water, gas
and food, should support institution, sven eccclesiastical, by aid {rom treasury,

\“should punish infantieide and cruel treatment of children and then refuse to ook
Summer, winter, spring or |

after the necessary mental development of the people. IT govermnents musi pre-

vide for the security of persons and property of citizens, if it be under perpe I
oblization to ses that no harm comss to the Commonwealth, It is demonstrable
from the authority of the greatest lawyers, siatesmen and political
from long expericnee, that to let children grow up in ignorance is
State to poverty, inferiority and erime. Mncaulay s=aid that the No
Popery riots of 1870 were the conclusive proof that the ignotance of the “commen
people’” makes the praoperty, the limbs, the lives, of all classes nsecure. It Is mot
necessary to go out of our own country to find numerous sxamples establishing
the same proposition. The education of tha people is the best means of attaining
the chief end of government. For every dellar saved in ed
parismony, tive will be required in prosccutions, prisons, punishments.

If eduecation be a sacred and imperative duty of the Commonweirlth, we may g9
2 step Turther and airm that it §s 201 ‘mpossibility to provide for !l adequately es-
cept under State authorization, control and support. Free univ eduecation
never yet, in the nistory of the world, has been provided DY fami
religious denominations. The Government must undertake and carry out or
will bae hep
{ooting, recogr = neither ciass nor casie distinctions.

Tt would be an casy task to mala certain the declaration that public education
is the cheanest, as well as the best of all systems. Private schools cost more,
never re
often bo scen in well-reguinted systems of free publle schools.

Of the pecuniary advantages of ualversal education: it would be superfivous to

phﬂas_of:hrzr.-j.

it

A B

treat, as it unquestionably contributes to the development of the resources of the |
increase in the value of products, the crea- |

eountry, to more intelligent labor, the i
tion of values, and tha general upbuil n wealth, prosperity and civilization.
The common estimate of pclitical econom and statisticlans is. that
adds 25 per cent. to the value of labor. Thess and publicists arg almost utnanimous
in this opinion. What is invested in human brain is a safe and remunerative in-
vestment, brings in a better return than the bes tvidend-paying stocks. To close
our schools would be an unspeakable calamdity; to close half of them would be
proportionately as bad. If ono human being has an inalienable God-given
mioral and intellectuat development, so have all

It is a reproach to our religion, clvillzation, fres Institutions, democracy, that

ts

i

with all thoe means the State possesses thore should be such an alarming number |

As

of people who caunot read the ballots they deposit in the box, nor the Bible.
Thaveofien said, Ireaffirmwith increased emphasis that instend of cur being too poor to
educate, we are too poornet toeducats. Deplorablesuncountable, as were the lossesin
pecfmiary values from theemancipationof slaves and the demoralizationand robberies
of reconstruction, it is Inexcusable that we have not done mors for the education of
our peopie, white as well as black. The illiicracy of white acults nearly as great
as it was fifty years ago is a severe veproach upon our intelligance and pairiotism.
3. The most legitimate as well as the most remunerative tax on property s that

d and. collected for the education of the children, as Governor Wise once

a
=ald, “for primary free schools at State's charge.” This should not be regardad
as a charity, not for poor schools, but for all children, and essantlal to the free-

dom of the State. No one ever cxpressed it better than Jefferson did in 1518—"a
system of gencral instruction which shall reach every description of our citizens
from tha richest to the poorest.” “Were it necessary to give up either the pri-
maries or the university, 1 would rather abandon the last, because It i3 safer to
have a whole people respectably enlightened than a few in a high state of science
and the many In ignorance.”

4. The public school, asa State institution, should bs compulgory, as our Constl-
tution enjoins. The cstablishment and maintenance of a sufflcient number of
schoals for, at least, nine months in the year, should be compulsory and not left
to the option of communitles or localities.
of the Stato should educate the children of the State.

General inspection and supervision and visitation of the schools should be made
the duty of an efficient and responsible State superintendent, and of expert local
superintendents. The efficiency of the schools cannot bha left solely in the hands
of tenchers, licensed, selected and paid by the State. They are ofucers of the
State to exccute its will, and their fitness and right discharge of duties should he
repeatedly tested, It s often attempted to abolish county supervision or to Ilm-
pose the dut for economy’'s salke, on some county officer not chosen for educa-
donal qualifications. After long vears of observation and experience, I wish to
affirm, that in my judgment, intelligent, efficlent, responsible local supervision is
sszential to the success of the schools, and that the employment of expert and pro-
.iessipnal supervision is of the utmost importance. The expericnce and intellizgence
of the peopls have placed this principle on solid foundations.

_Politics and sectarianism should be wighantly excluded in the selection of super-
ntendents and teachers. Nepotism, family ties, agreement in partisan politics, In
church fellowship, have been the bans of sclhiwols and of school officers.

Perhaps 1 shall incur censure for saying that teaching is so Important that
wvery teacher from university to kindergarten, including private and denomina-
jonal schools, should be requlred to possess some proper certification of his or
aer fitness to teach, as muech as and even more than a doctor, who must have a
fiploma or submit to an examination. Much learning does not make a teacher.
ad experfence shows that some of our best scholars are our poorest teachers,

5. 1t goes without saying that the system of public schools ean preserve theh
sffielency and grow in value only by the establishment of normal schools and
ceachers' institutes under the control of State authority. The Peabody Education
mund in its entire cdministration has acted oa the fact that the great want in our
.hools is well-educaed and well-trained teachers, and that the agencies to supply
Jhis want are institutes and normal schools. The fact that the enlightened world
stands committed *“to the principle of professional training of teachers 13 witness
Joth to tha need of such training by candidates for teaching and to the general
~vorth of such training when slven.”

& I must be pardeoncd for expressing my strong advocacy of kindergarten work
and also of Industrial trainicg in all primary and secondary schools. Industrial
or technical education and manual training are terms often used indiscriminately
ind are not capable of any precise or accurate delimitation. “The training ltzelf has
.hared in a certain opprobrium that belongs to the poverty of its principal deserip-
.ive epithet.,”” Let it suffice, for this paper, to say that the tralning eof the hand ror
soys and giris should be begun early and carried on simulatneously with the ordi-
aary school course; that this hand labor does not retard but rather alds mental
grogress; that hand culture is really mind culture; that it will aid pupiis In earn-
.ng a living; that it dignifies labor and will furnish the trades with a better
Jiass of workers. The incorporation of technical eor industrial training with a
Lchool eurriculum has been tried so thoroughly and suceessfully in different
countries in Europe and in hundreds of schools in America that it is no longer an
experiment, but & demonstrated success.

YiRGINIA 1 0r[LS. [ among the members of a State BEoard
The apple crop throughout the United | whose duty it was to select school-books
States last year averaged only fortr per for the public schools of this State.
ST R e A e The matter secmed to be sufficlently
cent., while the crop in Virginia averaged fmportant Lo demand some editorial in-
sixty-five per cent, This shows our fav- | quiry, which we made. Since the inguiry
urable gonditions for ralsing fruit—in fact, | appeared, both Mr. Johnson and Presi-
Lroves that our State is the native nome | denl Tyler have denied the charges, and,
JF the apple. The judges of fruit at the |

In 2 most gentlemaniy mann
Sufralo Exposition sald that while Vir-  vited {nvestigution.

sra's exhibic was small in guantity; ies The IFree Lance feels per
ality was unsurpassed in the United | saying that th
on facts.—I're

L&

twiit corn and wheat and go to Iruit,
seek and grass.—Chariottesville Progress,

z £ The feature of Editor Copeland's trip
3 2 2 303
=Ry whi 1LETEStS mosth, ar Th h;
Mr W. & Copeland, of the ch interests us most, and wbich has

forth these comments from us, is
hmond Times, of Sun
regarding the Normal and
I Institute at Hampton and
work it ls doing In behalf of negru

stafl of the Rlchmond Times,
certiy vistted a number of places in the
Stace, for the purpese of examining Into
.h» public school system, and his letters

i Mhe Times show up the system, as edication. I Mr. Copeland “had spent
| days, or even weeks, in thinking of a

managed in many sections, in & very U
) He has not as yet,
ever, suggested a4 remedy for the &
the system  which he so interestingly and
glaringly peints out, but cermainly there
ig a remedy and it needs to | 155
apnlied—Salem Times-Re

"

| subject he could not have struck upon
cne which Is of more Interest to the
broad-minded people of Virgk
South than the subject of his arti
¥apecially is thiz true just now in
zinia, when the subjiect, in ali its raml
cations, has been the hindrance to the
work of our Constitution makers.

The result of this cbscrvatlen by AMr
Copeland is that nezro edueatlon should.

s -
We have endeavored from the {irst to

show no partlality to any = the different

. 3 - for the present, at least, liz along th
Jprcei d n I ra o giver p = z S
chvrch deneminations, and have given lines of ind ! training, coupled with

ine, good manrers and
more especially “thr
responsibilities of life.’” Not that “book
learning'” should ba ignored, but that
it should be taken in conjunciion with the
other subjects.—Blackstons Courler.

gratuitously much of our space to the
representatives of the different denomina-
tlens and creeds. It has been and wiil
continue to be our pleasure to assist the
eernest Christian in his Godly work, but
when that work ceases to be rellgion,

obedience, disel
good. maorals, and

puve and undeiiled, and becomes nothing = 5
more than church rivalry, the Gazeite ! ® =2 I
Tha concensus of pubtiic opinfon now

will neither give its spacs or lend its aid
seems to be pgoing the rounds that a

| *‘celehration’” and =nat an  ‘“exhibition”
!,shou.‘d take place as the three hundredth

| axniversary of ths seitlement of James-
| tawn int1897,—Tidewater Democrat.

A W. 3. Copeiand, in his very in-
teresting ietter from Blackstons, Not-
toway county, to The Times, of Rich~
mond, says: “I.find here 2 good tele-

1aission. We iearn that o Eome exteni
_this cordition exists in Tawrencevills.
‘Copsequently for ihe present, at least,
church notices will not be inserted exeapt
‘ag Joeol advertisements—Prunswick Ga-
zette. : :

= = SE ey
| ‘Soma days age The Free Lance received
a letter frem a gentleman in which it
was charged (hac there were ralatiansi
existing betsveen the B: ¥, Johnszon Pulb-

-

| enterprising men in the town, and it is
{ proposed to. extend it throughout ihe
The price of each "phong is only
month for unlimited service, 30

faculty of Willlam and Mary . Collage,
that would .make the-presiden ' the | county.
ealTeme= - =

Tara he nmamied |§130 &

tlon by a miserable

ar

and in enrrying it out, rich and poor must be put upon the same |

ona-fourth of the population, and the teaching is not as good as may i

education !

right to |

This is on the rinciple that the property |

nix arnd the !

phone service, which was estapiished by

1:::1 - pertormance—

?tha.t't_élk_-_!a cheap in Blackstone. WBY

* may not every county in the State Bave
such a telephone service?” The telephono
service iry this county {s much cheaper
than this, even.—Spirit of the Valley.

Some of the Virginia papers aro azain
ralsing the question of the wishes of tha
people in regard to the procialming of tha
Constitution. They classify the nen-pro-
claimers into several beads and show
thoem reasons. OfF course we all know
that thers is one element who would kick
wers our prayers answered and earth
made heaven, and of these no account
js taken. Among the law-ablldicg taa
payvidg cltizens there Is not one In twenty
who does not want the Constitution pro-
clatmed. Brirz it to as rapid a close as

. you can te do it justice and proclaim M
all they ask.—Radford Advance.

PERSUNAL AND <Rl ICAL.

JMiss Mary Loulse Boyle, who counted
Dickens, Lever, Browning, Lowell aad
fennvson among her friends, records in
her “Book’ a story about a sporting
parson sha knew—khe Rave Loralns
Smith—who hunted in purple instead of
pink, because the former was the cor-
rect eplscopal color. The New TYork
Tribiine quotes Miss Boyle as follows:
| “His reverence was always well mount-
ced and was o keen sportsman. He had
Ivi and' a good church In
srhood, but he surprised his
ners very much by mtering the
isposiion of the tombstones; ha
looked awhward and un-
0, 2o he }
¢ them all faken up and rearranged agc-

it lnes, crosses,
unday morning. a
. he had performad
£ty COngreg:
ng up inte his pulpit, instea
his sermon book, he pror
o address; ‘My dear frier

the

L

3,
it 1 will preach you ths
ith me,

I hawva broughf w
you are a3 cold and hungry
think vou will prefer going
the rectory, where you will

mi
some cold beef and some good ale’
| -

The King of Siam is not coming thh
vear. Wkhat o merey! How would ws
ever get o royal white elaphane ready in
| time? Of course, wo could make an a
| rangement with some worthy circug
| but then the King of Slam can tell thy
| real wbhite eisphants from the country
clrous spotted and dyed imitation. Wheg
iiL comes to entertaining German ad
I mirals, wa are mors at home,

- .

-

Music is mere appreclated in Riclh.
mond sach year, thanks to the Wednezday
iC.Iuh. but every musician’'s lot is not
| happy. The following story, teld by
i Ilerr. Meyer Litty, shows that even the
performers have their troubles:
“Conducting once in Pradford, I
| ticed that the clarfonst player, & youns
but claver and “steady lad, jumped up
| a good deal durlng the progress of the
| opera. 1 found that his fathar, who
| played the trombone, sat just behind ham,
| and =very now and then he gave his
| son a kick, with the remark: “Look our,
Sammy! thers be a flat a-cummin'.”

.

no-

i
|
1 OUR KELIL(DUS LON: EMi ORARIES.

The very cold of the winter makes a
season for energy. The world's granito
hills were fluld when
they were hot, and
when they were cool-
ad became firm with
| the solidity of the everlasting hills
| Feter was not a rock when In the heat

ol his passion and zeal When he was
IcooI-:d into solidity he became a rock,
{ and the firm faith and witness of Petler
and the apostles wers the rock on which
Christ. has builded the Church. The
| world’s greatest work is done in the win-
| try days of courage and purpose.

In the Church’'s life we may do mora
in winter than in summer. The peopls
| are not scattered, and are not so much
| dfverted. We can gather them better in
| the sanctuary. They are to be found in
| the home, about the family hearth. At-
| tention may be secured and deeper and
| mors continuous impressions made. Now
| i% the time for the pastor. Bible study

is set going. The protracted meeting s
| heid, and now i3 the time for the pulpit.
| Winter becomes the friend of religlon,
| and the better summer comes when tha
Spirit melts the hardened heart and tha
Sun of Righteousness arfses o mive a
new and hetter snirited 1ils and growih.—
| Central Presbyterlan
L

| A LESSON FROM
THE WEATHER.

Why Is it that such awfol puonlslimant
s proncunced upon those who comumit
sin azainst the Spirit?
ANANIAS AND Our Lord sald that of-
SAPPHIRA. fenses aguinst the Son
! mizht be forgiven, but
| sin agwninst the Holy Ghost has no for-
| giveness, neither in this world nor in the
| warld to come. And in this incident wa
| tave Immediate death inflicted upon two
members of the Jerusalem Church for
Iving to the Holy Splrit (v. 3), for tempt-
ing him (v. 0). The answer to thls ques-
tion perhaps cannot be given witn antira
| ponfidence. And yet it may be said thac
| the Hoiy Splrit i3 the light-bringer. It &
| he who is sent to guide into tha truti.
| Sin against him is sin against light; and
| this is always fraught with peril acd
| dizaster. Ananias and Sapphira weare
walking In the very midst of the Holv
Spirit's unmistakabla power: yet thov
. turned their backs dellterately upon his
+ light and leading. and followed the dic-
tates of the devil (v. 3).—Religious Herald.

used to he very ear-

One of the clergy
pest in his teaching and deall
subject. Q

THE-TRAINING precept top
OF CHILDREX. bring up the
in the norture aod ad

the fzet that *'‘nur

and Included whl
fore, this must not be left out in denl-
me with children’s fzults and offamses

Deubtless the word fncludes that medn-
ing, if the whipping be reuliy needed
iigeipline, chastisement, dues not al-
= arily fnclude this; and, If pos-
ihle, oiher modes are to to be prefarred.
the cld armory =zt Richmond. some
azo. there were severai large
of bras= artillery, twenty or thirty-
» of them had on It
ith it gs it was made,
| Jitima Ratio Regum”—'"th2 last argu-
! ment of kinzs." So it may be said q!
this parental arzument of t
should be the ultimate ratio. Th
needed remembrance. with the text al-
ready mentlonsd, another which is twica
repeated, ‘“Provoke not your childran to
wrath, lest they be discourazad S The
feelinz may be execited In the child that
{ he has been unjostiv dealt with, and
| even if dustlv. harsnly, and the donbt
| and discouragement thus suggested as to
! real parental interest and affection.
hare iz @ great deal of human nature
in children, and it needs to ba remem-
| bered. There i3 1o doubt, the axtrema
| of loving. but mistalken Induigence, and
| tha parents’ hardest duty often {3 to re-
| sist the tendency to itz practice. But
| there iz somepimes the cnposita extrema
| of harshne== of goine hevond in such
! harspness what i3 necessary. The proper
| seif-imposed rule, with the first to do
| what is right, however painful wil
| guard against one extreme, whils the
" no less imnortant rule. never to adminis-
| tor chastisement harshly and in anger,
will guard against its oooosite. It is a
i sgored dutys and tha cEild's welfare de-
pends upon it. But its Zull efcacy f=
its loving and fortearing. 23 in i3 faith-
Churchman.




