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SU_ST___. TZBT2CATiY S, 1S02.

l_D._ AUON IN VIRGINIA.
For some t.n.c past Tlie Times lias been

paylng more than usual attention to the

c_'.stIon of popular education. We have j
tieea making inquirios and investigations |
a* to'tl.e condition of tho pubiic schools

of the State, ar.d tha conclusion which

we have reached ls that in some sections

at least tlie schools are very poor anil are

not Improving. Virginia is expending
about .2,000.000 a year on' her schools. but j
she has not been gettlng value received.
at least. she has not been getting as great
.enefits as she was fairly entitled- to re¬

ceive for this large expend.ture of money.

Pubiic scntlment ls largely at fault
There is a lack of apprcciatlon of this

matter of- popular education, no less

among the cducated classes than among

Th«s ui.edu ...ted classes. Indeed. it is our

delibcrate opihion that the fault is more

¦with the formcr than with tho latter.

That class of pcoplo who do not patronize
tho pubiic schools, but who send their :

chiidren to private schools, have not giv-
_n proper attention and consideration to

tho public-school system of Virginia.
Many such men .are willing to pay their
school tax, but are dls'poscd to throw this

money as a trlbute to tho system and

after that wash their hands of the whole

business.
To be perfectiy frank. Ihis is due in no j

small degreo to the training of the South- j
ern arisrocrat. Before Uie war the slave-

ownlng class wero very carefui to have

thoir sons and. daughters trained in the

best schools of the land, for they fully
uppreciatcd the value of edncation; but

Tho domhiant scnUmeht among this class

vT people was that education was not a

good thing for negroes, or even poor xrhiie
I'eiks. It is true that there wero schools
for the white masEes, onducted at the

pubiic expense, but they wcrc called "free

srhools" and were held more or less in

contempt by the aristocrats.
It has been a difllcult matter to over-

come this prejudicc and to cducate the

cducated people of the State up to a full

appreclation ol" popular education. It is,
ihererore, with a view to bringing this

MuesUon in ull its serious import Io the

itttentlon of the educated men and women

of Virginia that The Times has detcr-

ruined to devote a portion of its space.at
least once a week for some time to come,

to a discussion of this question in all Us

bearings, with tbe hope that sentiment

inay bo more fully aroused and crystal-
ized. Wo bave the promiso of a num¬

ber of prominent edueators throughout the
State to contributc something towards tWs
department, and the first article in the

r.cries is from tiie pen Of Hon. J. D. M.

Curry, LD. D., who has devoted many

years of his life to popular education. Dr.

Curry's article is one of the most force-

lul and comprchonsivc that wc have seen,

and it shouid'bc carefully road and caie-

fully and praycrfully studied by ail men

and women who have the true intercsts

of the people of Virginia at heart.

Dr. Curry lirst of all impresses the fact

that educatior of the people is a functior,
of the Stato; that it is the duty of the
.State to provide the means of education
lor all the people. This does not mean

that there shall bc no private schools, but
lt does mean that there shall bc good anl

efflcient pubiic schools, where all chiidren
without money ajid without price may

receive the advantages offc.cd. This is

a perfectiy rational aud legical view, be¬

cause education is the n.cans to an end
of government; it is a means of itnpro\--
ing our eitizenry, of uplifting the peo¬

ple, of prr.moting pubiic morality, and

therefore ot cstablishing more surely and

maintalning our i.istitutiens of govcrn-
rncnt.
But apart from all t'.iis. education is

;i practical thing. for it ttimulates en-

deavor in tlio material world and in-

creases the prodtictivc capacity of the

jieoplc. Dr. Curry says that the common
cstimate of political ecm-jmists and sta-

tts-cians is that education adds 25 per
tent to the value of labor. .If any man

douMs this lot him make comparisons
between the wcalth and production of
those States whero for years a good sys-
tem of pubiic schools has been in opera¬
tion and thoso States where popular edu¬
cation has been neglecled. ln this view
of the case a good public-school system
is an economic necessity. There is com-

petition between the States and Virginia
cannot roasonably hope to progress as her
natural advant.ges entitle her io progress
unless her people are by gooc training
qualified to compete with the weil-trained
ariisans of other States. "Instead of be¬

ing too poor to educate," adds Dr. Cur¬

ry, "wo are too poor not to cducate." As
well talk of discarding labor-saving ma-

chinery or any other instrumentality of
motiern deveioprncnt as to talk of aban-
doning our schoois because wo cr_ ~oo poor
to rriaintain them. Such a proposition
were as a__ur_ as that of the wood-saw-

yor who declared that he did not have
time to stop and sharpen his saw.-

Dr. Curry aiso makes some timely re-

marks cr. ihe necessity of "general in-
_;>eciion ar.d supervjsion ar.d vlsltation of
the schools," which, he says, shouid be«
r:adc th; cuty of an c_5ci.nt and rc-

6ponsibl_ State Superintendent and other

<-?:p'.*rt !____ BVtperintendents. "Po'.-tics
s^.d £c;tari_r.:sn. " ho adds. "shouid ba

vigorous'y excladeS in the selection of

i-jperinter.dent. ar.d teachers. Ncpot'sm.
family ties. egreemer.v ln partisan poli-
lice, in clv.irch-fc"'ow_l_Ip have been the

fcariiTof schools-ar.d of school efficcrs."
The tsi-paycrs of Virginia do'not, we

fear, lully appreciate the meaning of. this

£o£____- oxnresslon. All persons vhq.

have Investlgated tho operatlon of the

school system, especiaily in the country
districts, know that the sehools havo suf-
fercd untold eyils from this sort of favor-

Itlsm. It too often happens that teach¬
ers are selected not with a view to their

Qtness and Qualification, but from pure
favorltism. The school money of Vir¬

ginia has often been dlsbursed as a sort

of pension fund to give employment to

this percon or that, while thc benefits to

he derived by the children la the sehools
were of secondary consideration. Wu

cannot hope u> make our pubhe-schoo;
system cfilcient until the merit system has

been adopted in every school district.un-
ti: v.-e have iu charge of our sehools men

and women who are not enly educated in

letters, but who possess the mental gift j
and the normal training to fit them foi

this importar-t work. -,
In concluslon, Dr. Carry speaks of the

importance of manual training and prac-
tical education, and this Important branch
ot the subject must also claim our atten-

tion. if wo would make our sehools efh-

cient. XVe most get it thoroughly into

our heads and hearts that education is a

very broad term and that it app'.ies to the
'head and to the heart as we'.i as to th*

mind. Maaual training is mental
training; lt ls more than that.it is mora

training. It deveiops the creative genius
and so drives out that element of anarr

chism and vandalism In the young. It

teachers the art of observing corrcctly, tho
art of accuracy and precision; ar.d what
is al! that but trufh'.'
We count ourselves fortunate to have

inaugurated this department with an ar¬

ticle from so disUnguished an educator
as Dr. Curry. but we promise our read-
ers that there are other good articles in

store, and if the educators of the State
and thoso who are interested in the sub-

ject will only co-operate we shall make-
this department of the paper a department
for good sind for the adyancement of tht
moral and mental welfare of Virginia.

TRE.U bMOP TiiE'iNEOKO.
The Rev. G. D. Olden, a colored ciergy-

man of Tdpekai Kan., said the other day:
'.The trouble with the colored race is that
it tries to push itself into intlmate as¬

soeiation with ths whites. I believe in
the negro taking a lower seat until he is
ready to go higher. No man of self-re-
spect will push himself where he. is nor

wanted. 1T1 tell you that the white rac

is made of the right kind of stu'ff! when
it thinks more of its own than of some-

body else's. Tho white race is magnan-
imous', notwithstanding its large amoo'ii

>f prejudice. 1 believe to-day that. it-if
the right arm of Gcd Almighty. God is
raising it up for tho good of humanity.
just as Hc did the Jews and the Grec-ks.
God knew what He was doing when He
made the black man nnd the white man.

ar.d we are trying by some hook or crocl
to change the things which God has al¬
ready fixed."
Wo have not observed that the. negrocf

in this section of the country are trying
to push themselves forward into objec-
tionable assoeiation with the whites.-j
There has been no effort on the part of

the blacks, so far as wo have any kuow:-

edge, to guin recognition iu social circlcs
of the white race. But this colored
preacher has nevertheless pointod: out an

important trutb to his race, aiid 'happy
will they be if they uidersls.nd it anu

take it well to heart.
Tho Anglo-Saxon race is the greatesl

race God ever made, and it is a great
privilege to the black man of this coun-

try to live among the Anglo-Sa'xons of

America and to catch something of the in-

spiration. of tbe whites. We talk ab-sut

the curse of slavery. It was in some re-

spects a curse to thc whites; but who

shall say that it is not a blessing to thc
blacks of this generation tbat their an-

cestors were brought over from the sav-

agery of Africa and domesticatcd in

America'? If any black man douhts this

let him contrast his condition to-day with

that of his sayage brethren in Africa,
whose ancestors escaped the slave-hunter.
But while the privilege to the black

man is great, there is also a responslbilit
upon tho white man. with whom the
blacks are more or less associated ih this

country. The black man is not respon-
sihle for being here. His ancestors

were brought to America and put in bon-

dago to the whites. While this is the

white man's country and properly belong
to him, and while it is his prerogative to

goveni it, because he discovered it and

fought for its independence and dcveloped
it, we as a white race cannot, now that

the negroes have been given their free-

dom, quarantine against them and turn

them adrift to shift for themselves. If

so, then there is nothing in the reKgion of

tho Bible which we profess.
Wc may not console ourselves with the

argument of some that the black man is

cursed of God and that he must forever

be downtrodden. If thero is anything in

the Bible which enjoins the whtte race to

carry out this curse we do not know

wjiat it is. If there is anything in our

religion those who profess and call them¬
selves Christians must always be thor-
oughly saturated with the missionary
spirit. lt is tlie bounden duty of all such

professors and of all who confess alle-
gience to the God of the Universe to aid
in the uplifting of the human race with¬
out respect to persons. The black man

affords to the white man tlie opportu¬
nity to acveiop ar.d explclt the missionan
spirit within him and to enlarge his gen-
ercsity. If the white man will take ad¬

vantage cf '.his opportunity he may well
leave tbe results to ar. aii-wise God.

Ttifc KNDERQAR E.\.
K"ndergartens wero air. experiment in

ISTS. To-day they are an established fac
tor in our system of public. school edu¬

cation, and as such have been adopted
by 10S cities and towns- of America.

Private kindergartens have flourished still

more, their advance being from one in
1«K to forty-three hundred in 1E0::. The

story told by these fegures is enough of
Itself to show that the kindergartens have
':-. themselves a re::l und great value.
How this value is shown and wherein
it- consisrs is very w&il put in a letter
which has been written to The Times

by Mr. William D. W. Hyde. In dis-
cussing tbe place of the Wndcrgarterr in

elemchtary cducationi Mr. Hyde says:
Eiour.entary edueaticr.. should be di-

rected chieiiy xc the needs of children wh j
will leave school forever at tiie age of
thirtocr. or fourteen. The. great majcrity
of children cannot remain-in school be¬
yond that age. Thc problem of elernetr-.
tary education!, therefore, is to prepare
these children who aro to bo workingmen
yr-.A working wome*n. to know the best in

he world' and to get their share of it;
md to give their best through their work
in exchange. Now what is to be the
itature of their work? It ia chiefly the
pcoduction' of material things. Hence,
iince so much of their life will deal with
r.aterial objects. the propertles of such
bjects. form and color, and the manlpu-

...tion of these obj.cts, by band and 3ye,
are the first elements of tralrdng which
Lhese childreni who are to be workers
..hould receive.

Ir. the. simple agricuitural life of our

i."athers, every boy and girl got this train-
ng on the farm, where there were pieaty
of things to do, .animals and plants to

tcr.d tools'to make and mend and use.

"vc-_* to the farm in educating power
ccir.es the seashore, with its perpetual
battle with fickle and treacherous el=-
nents. Tho increasing cor.ccntration of

ncnulation in cities is raising up a gen-
.rution of chiidren who have in tneu

home life no" means of ac _'_iring this

ro_g_ diseipiine with picugh and hoe

against a stubborn soil. or with oar and

sail and rudder against a threatemng
sea. The city, cut off from fielci. forest,
streain and sea, tends to breed a race o.

raental dwarfs and moral cripples. Liv¬

ing in a ready-made world, in which. there
is little or nothing left for them to c.o,

thev como to school wiih ilabby mincs,
ts "well as llabby muscics; with unde-
veloped wills as the counterpart of un-

used hands. The city has its compensa-
tions. In many fespects the city ooy

_;ets the start of his country cousin. But
in the- fundamental quality of getting the
most out of life, and giving his best back
to it, the country boy is at great ad-
vantag-. I supposo that is one reason

why the most successful men in the busi¬
ness and professional life of the cities

themselves are almost invariably coun-

tr" born and bred.
Tho problem of the city schcol is how

to stem this tide, how to put its chii¬
dren on a level with their country cousins

and savc them from the degeneration
which threatens them. New the old cur-

neulum, well enough in its way as a

supplement to the reai training which tne

farmer chiidren got in the held and the

barn avd the shed and tho shop, :s ut-

terlv inadeo.uate to do tho work required
to make the city boy get the- best there

is in the world, and give the besc tne.e

is in him. For with its rcacung ol cie-

tached ser.tences from the printed page.
its writin? in Imitation of the copy. *ts

rules of grammar co -r.itter to memory,

its monotonous revicwing of arithmetic.
and its mechanical mcmorizing of th'-

fixed boundaries of geography, ar.d its

history recited by rote from a sing.c and

ultimate text-book, it was as arfa.W*
mo.-hani'-al ready-mude an aftair as the
uniform ten'ements and paved streets

-rom which the mass of the city chiidren

C(The kindergarten has come as the first

great gospel of -salvation tor the .city
child, With its appea.1 to the ac ivty
and the origihality of the child. with gmaterfals for the will to form accord-

ing to patterns of its own; with its revc-
' .Hon of the world of order, barmony,

baiuty°_nd utility: with its ********
to social activities in which the child

.nav merge his individual self-helpful and

happy contributlons to the joy ^J^'_es_"of the whole, the kindergarten
teaches the child as nothing else at that

=tage can the great lesson. of how \o
"et the best. tho world has ior him, and

to give back his own best in7return
WILLIAM D. W. HYDE.

THE TORRENS SYSTEM.
Land registration is receiving attention

no lew; in Porto Rico than in Virginia, and

he question of which metliod is the most

satisfactory is being carefully looked inte.

',-.- the Govommcnt offieials in our new

territory. Mr.' Eugcne C.. Massie, of

Riehmond, who has given a great deal of

study to the Torrens System and who in

.his connection has read a very able pa¬

per before the State Bar Association, ia

in receipt of a letter.from Mr. Wm. F.

'.Villoughby, the Treasurer of Forto Rico.
Mr. Willoughby writes that the Torrens

System is being actively considered in

Porto Rico and begs that Mr. Massie will
send him tho report made by the Virginia
State Bar Association on this metliod of

registering the titles to real estate. Th.

mccess that has attended the Torrens

System iri Australia, New Zealand and
thoso States in America where it has

been put into operation leaves little room

to doubt but that there will be a' great
saving of cost to the land-holders of Vir¬

ginia if we wero to adopt the same

metliod; This is not the only advantage
of tlie Torrens System, as The Times has

frequently pointed out. another great ben-
efit being the increased cbllateral value
.-*_ gives real estate.' This in itself ls an

mportant feature n'tho" Torrens System.

.riCHMOND AS A WINTER RESORT."
The visitors from Chicago wero deligh

ed with the moderate temperature, crisp
air and clear, sunny skies that they found
at Riehmond yesterday. It was really a

pretty chilly day for Riehmond, but the

strangers from tho city of cutting lake

hreezes murmured of the Champs Elysees.
'What bracing, cool,. d'ry air!" "Beauti¬

ful, sunny skies!" "Wonderful winter
weather!" "Riehmond ought to be adver¬

tised as a winter resbrt!" wero some of
the remarks that were made.
''Riehmond ought to be advertised as a

winter rcsort."
There is sound reason to back up that

impulsivc remark. The Western hust-

ier's subjective tliinking apparatus jumped
to a conclusion which can be demonstrat-

ed ir. figures.
The Northern States had heen educated

somewhat to an appreciation of the ad-

vantages of this city as a winter r'esort,
jut tho d'e'struction of our one real hotel
.hattered that prestige to bits. With our

ano hotels,. now built and building thero

s 110 reason why the missionary work
.hould not be begun again and pushed
with vigor all along the line. Every Rich-
aionder at home and' abroad shouid feel
himself an ambasador in tlie cause of

Riehmond, and not tho least duty of an

amfcassador is the eaJm, insistent adver-

lising of tho advantages of his country.

One. of.tho mest important of Richmond's
assets is its climate.
The- eoni-arativo data g&thered by the

Weather Bureau frora all over the United

itates will bear out the asscrtion that

us a winter resort it is doubtful if Rich-

.110; .d has a superior in the country. There

aro other piaces that are warmer, but as

a rule they are persistently warrn to the
r ir.t of enervation. Tho true winte. re¬

sort shouid have a climate so nicely bal-

anced between the hot and the cold that
the visltor from cither extreme can live
there without discomfort, and can return
to his home without any shock to has
bealth due to the process of reaccliraatS

zatipr.. Itichmond has this climatic ad¬

vantage, and it has besides every social
attra .tion to be found in town or country.
But equa'olc climate, atjove all, is tho

thing. Riehmond lics exactly midway
between the extrcmes- 01 latitude in.the
Ynltcd States: oauidistant from .the be-

numbing cold and the euervatlng beat
that are the abomination of'all vigorous
people. Whatever are tho dozen and one

pccullar circumstarices that make P.ich-
mohd's climate what it is, the fact re-

malns that here i3 found, in the genu-
inely temperate zone of "Virginia, the ac-

me of the golden mean of climate. Tho
statistics of tbe Weather Bureau are

more eloquent than words.
Richmond's meari annual temperature

is 5S.9 degrees.
Richmond's ncrmai winter average (for

.December, January and February) is 3S.S.
Richmond's normal summer average

(for June, July and August) is 7S.4.
It is a good thing for the people that

live here all the year around to break
it up by a change in summer; but there

are more outslders than will airrpear be-
lievable that favor Richmond as a sum-

mer resort. Summer, winter, spring or

autunm, Richmond is tho most altogether
agreeahlo city imaginable; but there is

good and, as the census says, "gainful''
business in making known its advantages
as a. winter resort, and that is what
shouid bo done.
"Richmond ought to be advertised as a

winter resort."

NO U1FT LiKE LOVE.
(Selected for The Times.)

"Charity suffereth long and is kind;
charity envieth not; charity vaunteth not
itself, is not puffed up; doth not believe
itself unseemly; seeketh not her own; is
not easily provoked; thinketh no evil.".
I. Co:-. riiL, 4-6.
Charity, or love, Is t.".c ligament which

blnds together the severai members of
tho body of Christ Without love there
can be no body, no templor only Isolated
stones; and, therefore, useless.
It is so easy to do great things to make

sacrinces and engage in arduous duties.
The impossible thing is love. No eye to

advantageous consequences or to public
opinion can enable a man to love; no

desire to maintain a character for piety
can produce that grace. Love must be spon-
taneous from tho very soul's self. It
must be thc unconstrained natural out-

come of tho real man. A sense of bene¬

fit received will not produce love. It can

not be forced or bought It is the result

of God. entcring in and possesslng the

soul; and therefore it is that where love

ls absent all is absent
Five hundred years before St Paul one

of tho greatest of the Greek writers

spoke this eulogy on love:
"Love is our Lord, supplying kindness

and banishing unkindness; giving friend-
ship and forgiving enmity. The joy of

the good, tho wonder of the wise, the
amazement of the gods."
Five hundred years after St. Paul an¬

other eulogium was pronounced on love

by Mohammed!. He said: "Every good
act is charity; your smiling in youi
brother's face; putting a wanderer hv
the right road; giving water to the thirs-

ty; or exhortations to do right A man's
true wealth hereaftcr is the good ho has
dono in this world to his fellow-men
When ho dies people will ask": "Whai

property has ho left behind him?' Bur
the angcls will ask: -What good deed:-
has ho sent. before bim?' "

Later still Thomas a1 Kempis dwells
with enthusiasm on this all .comprehend-
ing grace. "Love," ho says, "feels no

burden, regards no labor, would willing-
ly do more than it is able; pleads nor

impossibilities, because it feels sure i:
can and may do all things. Love is

swift, sinccre, pious, pleasing and delight¬
ful; strong, patient prudent, long-suffer-
ing, manly, never seeking itself."
From the time of Solomon the wise mer

and poets have all essayed tlieir power.--
in describing and extolling love .in diffei
ent phases of its character. But it re¬

mained for St. Paul to give us yet an

other poetic, practical, abiding, a full-

length portrait of that peerless- virtue.
In the simplest language with a mastoi

hand he paints tho details of that fruit-
ful grace. He shows how it influence:
all our dealings with our fellow-men, car¬

rying with it a healing sweetness.
It imbues the entire character and con¬

tains in itself the highest motive for all
Christian conduct It is "the fulfillinfc
of the Iaw." Its claims are paramount
because it embraces all other virtues. i.
a man has love there is no grace impos¬
sible to him.
Love becomes courago of the most ab-

soluto kind whero danger threatens its

object It begets a wisdom and skil
which puts to shame mere technica!
training o:* experienee; it brings forth
self-restraint and temperance as its nat¬
ural fruit It is patient, forgiving, mod-
est, humble, sympathizing.

It reveals itself in a magnanimous bear-

ing of-injuries and in a considcratc and
tender imparting of benelits. It return-
good for evil; not readily provoked by
slights or wrongs, it ever seeks to spend
itself in kindness. There is nothing en-

vious, vain, or selfish in love. It neithei
grudges othei-s their gifts, nor is eager
to show off its 0W31. The pallor and bit-
ter sneer of envy and the ridiculout
swagger of the boastful are equaliy re-

mote from Iqvs. It balances a man.

bringing him into right relations with
nis fellows, and prompting him to es-

teem their gifts more highly than his
own.

Neither is love ever on thc watch for
self-interest.exr.cting the remuneration.
tlie recognition, the applause, the prece-
dence, the deference that may be due,
"it seeketh not her own."
Love is the supreme possession, for "it

never faileth." And so to love abun-
dantly is to live abundantly, and to love
forever is to live forever.

President Roosevelt will not be able to
attend the Charieston Exposition, owing
to tbe illness of his s"on. Charieston seems
to be piaying in hard' iuck.

Morris Reiman, of Chicago, although a

disciple of Robert G. Ingersoll,, soems to

have psissessed something of the mission-
ary spirit. He left $1,000 to be expended
in the "civilization of Christians." We
wonder what consolation Reiman found
in his dying hour from the religion of
tho religious teachings of Ingersoll.

Mr. J. P.:Morgan seems to be Icading a

pretty fast. life. He recently. traveled
from Philadelphia to Jersey City, a\ dis-
tancc of Oi) miles, in. SI minutes. A part
of thc. journey was mado at the ratoor

[ amilo and;a--hal£ a minutes.

EDUCATIONAL DEPARTMENT.
IMPROVED PUBLIC SCHOOLS IN VIRGINIA.

(ByHon.J. L. M. drr-,' L. D.)
1. There are some questions of great importance which seem never to get set-

tled or to stay set :ed. Perhaps, education, as a result and as a process. Is ono

of them. You asked me for a paper with a view of stimulating public interest Iu

bohalf of public sehools. Busy as I am I comply chcerfully, begging you to make
excuse for not always putting quotation marks or verifying by reference to page
and voiume. .

2. All civilized governments now recagnizo that education of the people, ot

the citizenslilp, is a function of the State- In the United States. owir.g to tho

character of tho Federal and State govcrninents and to our free representative
institutions, it ls a paramonnt obligation. That it is the duty of a State to

provide means of education for all tho peoplo seems to me a truism. Certatniy,
the experienee of nations has made it an irrcfu table truth. It is of the cssence

of the functions of just and enligbtencd government. It sems illot-ieai to hold

that Governments, State and municipal. shall meddle constantly with human llfc,
health and happiness, should encourage or discourage trade by bounttes and ex-

emptiens or by restrictions and prohibitions, should regulate supply of water. gas

and food, should support. institution. even ecclesiastical, by aid from treasury,
-should punish infantieide and cruel treatment of children and then refuse to look

after the necessary mental development of the people. If governments must pro¬

vide for the security of persons and property of citizens. if it be under perpetual
obligation to see that no harm comes to the Commonwealth, lt is demonstrable
from reason, from thc authority of tho greatest lawyers. statesmen and politieal
philosophers, from long experienee. that to let children grow up in ignorance is

to doom the State to poverty, inferiority and crime. Macaulay said that the No

Popery riots of 1S70 were the concluslvc proof that thc Ignorance of the "commor.

people" makes the propcrtv, the limbs, the lives, of all classes insecure. It is not

necessai*y to go out of our own country to find numerous examples establis.ur.g
the same prososition. The education of the people is the best means of attamlng
the chief end of government. For every dcllar saved in education by a miserable

parismony, tive will be required in prcsecutions, prisons. punishments.
If education bo a sacred and imperative duty of the Commonwealth. we may go

a step further and aifirm that it is an impossibility to provide for it adequately ex¬

cept under State autnorization, control and support. Free unlversal education

never yet, in the hbtory of tho world, has been .provided by families. Individuals er

religious denominations. Tho Government must undertake and carry out or it

will be hopeless, and in carrying it out, rich and poor must be put upon the same

footing, recognizing neither cias3 nor castc distinctions.
It would be an easy task to make certain the declaration that public education

is the cheapest, as well as tho.best of all systems. Private sehools cost more.

never' rcach one-fourth of tho population, and the teaching is not as good as may

often be seen in- well-reguiated systems of free public sehools.
Of the pecuniary advantages of universal education it wouid be superfluous to

treat, as it unquestionably contributes to the development of the resources of the

country, to more intelligent labor, the increase in tlie value of products. the crea-

tion of values, and tho general upbuilding in wealth, prosperity and civiiization.
The common cstimate of politieal cconorr.ists ancl statisticians is that education..
adds lio per cent. to tho value of labor. These and publicists are almost unanimous

in this opinion. What is invested in human brain is a safo and remuneraiive in-

vestment, brings in a better retum than the best dividend-paying stocks. To close

our sehools would be an unspeakable calamity; to close half of them would be

proportionately as bad. If ono human being has an inalienable God-given right to

moral and intellectuai development, so havo all.
It is a reproach to our religion, civillzation, free institutions, democracy. that

with all tho means the State possesses there should be such an alarming number
of people who cannot read the ballots they deposit in the box, nor the Bible. As

Ihaveoftensaid.IreaffirmwiUiincreasedemphasisthat instead of our being too poor to

educate.we are too poor not toeducate. Deplorableruncountable, as were ths Iossesin

pecuniary values from thc emancipationof slaves and thedemoralizationand robberies
of reconstruction, it is inexcusablo that we have not done moro for the education of
our people, white as well as black. The i'.literacy of white adults nearly as great
as it was fifty years ago is a severe reproach upon our intelligenco and patriotisrn.

3. Thc most legitimato as well as the most remunerative tax on property is that
assessed and. colle.cted for the education of the children, as Governor Wise once

said. "for primary fi'ee sehools at State's charge." This should not ba regarded
as a charity, not for poor sehools, but for all children, and essentlal to the free-
dom of the State. No one ever expressed it hetter than Jefferson did in 1S1S."a
system of general instruction which shall reach every description of our citizens
from tho richest to the poorest" "Were it necessary to give up either the pri¬
maries or the university, I would rather abandon the last. because lt i3 safer to

nave a whole people respectably enlightened than a few in a high state of science
and the many in ignorance."

4. The public school, as a State institution, should be compulsory, as our Consti¬
tution enjoins. The establlshment and maintenance of a suffleient number of

sehools for. at least, nine months Tn the year, should be compulsory and not left

to the option of communitles or localities. This is on the rinciple that the property
of the Stato should educate the children of tho State.

General inspection and supervision and visitation of the sehools should bc made
tho duty of an efficient and responsiblo State superintendent, and of expert Iocal

superintendents. The efficiency of the sehools cannot be left solely in tho hands

of teachers, lieensed, selected and paid by the State. They are oflicers of the

State to execute its will, and their fitness and right discharge of duties should be

repeatedly testcd. It. is often attempted to abolish county supervision or to 1m-

pose the duties, for economy's sake, on some county offieer uot chosen for educa¬
tional qualifications. After long years of observation and experienee, I wish to

affirm, that in my judgment, intelligent efficient, responslble Iocal supervision ls

-rssential to the success of the sehools, and that tho cmployment of expert and pro-
.fessional supervision is of the utmost importance. The experienee and Intelligence
of tho people havo placed this principle on solid foundations.

Politics and seetarlanism should be vigilantly excluded in the selection of super¬
intendents and teachers. Nepotism, family ties, agreement in partisan politics, ln
church fellowship, have been tho bane of sehools and of school officers.

Perhaps I shall incur censuro for saying that teaching is so Important that
..very teacher from university to kindergarten, including private and denomina-
.ional sehools, should be required to possess some proper certlflcation of his oi

aer fitness to teach, as much as and even more than a doctor, who must have a

iiploma or submit to an examination. Much learning does not make a teacher.
,ad experienee shows that some of our best scholars are our poorest teachers.

5. lt goes without saying that tho system of public school3 can preserve theii
jfficlency and grow in value only by the establlshment of normal school3 and
.eachers' institutes under the control of State authority. The Peabody Education
i<"und in its entire administration has acted on the fact that the great want in our

_,chools is well-educaed and well-trained teachers, and that tho agencies to suppi>
ihis want are institutes and normal sehools. The fact that the enlightened worid
itands committed "to the principle of professional training of teachers is witness

ooth to tha need of such training by candidates for teaching and to t'ne general
.vorth of such training when given."

6. 1 must be pardoned for expressing my strong advocacy of kindergarten work
cind also of industrial training in all primary and secondary sehools. Industrial
or technical education and manual training are terms often used indiscriminately
j.nd are not capablo of any prccise or accurate delimitation. "The training itself has
ohared in a certain opprobrium that belongs to the poverty of its principal descrip-
iive epithet." Let it sufficc, for this paper, to say that tho training of tne hand lor

.loys and girls should be begun early and carried on simulatneously with the ordi-
aary school course; that this hand labor does not rctard but rather aids mental

.jrogress; that hand culture is realiy mind culture; that it will aid pupiis ln earn-

!ng a living; that it dignities labor and will furnish the trades with a better
aass of workers. The incorporation of technical or industrial training with a

jc-hool curriculum has been tried so thoroughly and successfully in different
v;ountries in Europo and in hundreds of sehools in America that it is no longer an

oxperiment, but a demonstrated success.

ViRGiMA lOrltS.
The apple crop throughout the United

States last year averaged only forty por

cent., while the crop in Virginia averageu
jixty-five per cent. This shows our fav-
orable conditions for raising fruit.in fact,
pioves that our State is the native home
Je the applo. The judges of fruit at tho
cfuffalp Exposition said that while Vir-
£._iia's exhibit was small in quantity, its
iuality v.'as unsurpassed in the United
States.
Quit corn and wheat and go to fruit,

.stock. and grasa..Charlottesville Progress.
*

*
*

Mr. XV. S. Copeland, cf the editorial
staff of the Riehmond Times, has re-

cc-rtly visited a number of niace.3 in the
State. for the imrpcse of examining Into
ihe pubiic school system, and his letters
to The Times show up the system, as

mamiged in many sections, in a very un-

eriviable light He has not as yet, how-
ever, suggested a remedy for the evils in
the system which he so interestingly and
glaringly points out, but certainly there
is a remedy and it needs fo b? speedily
appilefi'..Salem Ttmes-Register.

We have endeavored from the lirst to

show no partiality to any _.' the different
church denominations, and have given
gratuitously much of our space to the
rppresentatives of the different denomina-
tions and creeds. It has been and wHl
continue to be our pleasure to assist the
e_mest Christian in his Godly work, but
when that work ceases to be religion,
pnr and uhdetiled, and becomes nothiTg
more than church rivalry, the Gazette
will neither givo its spaca or lend its aid
ti any see: that thus degrades its holy
mission. We iearr. tliat to some extent
this cordition exists in Lawrenceville.
Consequently for the preJent, at least,
church notices will not be inserted except
as local advertisemer.ts..Brunswiclc Ga¬
zette.

3 *
"

Some days ago Tlu Free Lanc3 received
a letter freni a. gentleman in which it
was charged that there were relatious
existing between tho B. F. Johnson Pu b-
lishing Company, of Riehmond, and th.
faculty of William and Mary Collage,
that. wculd :make .the .president of" the
coilege' ct btased man, wara __. nanied

among the members of a State Board
whose duty it was to select school-books
for the pubiic schools of this State.
Thi matter seemed to be sufficiently

important to demand some editorial in-
quiry, which we made. Since the inquiry
appeared, both Mr. Johnson and Presi¬
dent Tyler have denied the charges, and,
in a most gentlemanly manner, have In¬
vited investigation.
The Free Lance feels perfectiy safe in

saying that tlie charges aro not founded
on facts..Fredericksburg Freo Lance.

* .¦
.

The feature of Editor Copeland's trip
which interests us most, and' which ha3
calied fortb these comments from us, is
his- letter ir. the Riehmond Times. of Sun
day's issue, regarding the Norraal and
giicultural Institute at Kampton and

tbe work it ls doing in behalf of negro
ea.-.cation. If' Mr. Copeland had spent
days, or even weeks, in thinking of a

subject he could not havo strttck upou
ono which is of more interest to the
broad-minded people of Virginia and the
South than the subject of his article.
Espeeially is thl3 true just now in Vir¬
ginia, when the subject, in all its ram'fi-
cations. has been the hindrance to the
work of our Constitution ntakers.
The result of this obsc-rvatlcn by Mr.

Copeland is that negro education shouid.
for the present, at least, Ile along th-
lines of industrial training, coupleds wltb
obedience. discip'.ine, good manners and
good morals. and more espeeially "th-
responsibilities of life." Not that "book
iearning" shouid be ignored. but that
it shouid be taken in ccnjuncticn with the
other subjects..Blackstons Courier.

* *
.

The concensus of put-iic opir.ion now

seems to be going tho rounds that a

"celebration" an_ not an "exhibition"
shouid take place as the three hundredth
anniversary cf the settlement of James-
to. a in.__"¦_.TIdewater Democrat.

Mr. W. S. _opei_.au, m ms very- m-

teresting letter from Blackstone, Not-

toway county, to Tho Times, of Rich-

mond, says: "I. find here a good tele¬
phone service.' which was established by
er.t^rprising men in the town, aud it is

proposed; to extend it throughout: th.

county. Tlie price of each 'phone ls omy

$1,50 month for _nlim!te_ service. so j

that talTc !s cheap ln Blactartona. Why
mav not every county in the State havo
such a telephone servicor* Tbe tolephorto
service ir-i this county Is much cheaper
than this, even..Spirit of tho Valley.

.
.

.

Some o? tho Virginia papers* aro again
raising tho question of the wishes of tha

peopie in rcgard to the proclalming of tho

Constitution. They classify the non-pro-
claimers into severai heads and sho-a
them reasons. Of course we all know
that thero is ono element who wouid kick
were our prayers answered and earth
made heaven. and of these no accounc
is taken. Among the law-abldlr.g taa

paving citizens there ls not one ln tweuty
wlio does not want the Constitution pro-
clalmed. Brir.g it to as rapid a close ad

you can tc do it justice and proc'aiira, U
all they ask..Radford Advance.

PERSONAL AND .Rl.IOAL.
Miss Mary Louiso Boyle. who _o_nt-4

Oickens, Lever, Browning, Loweil and

Tcnnyson among her friends, records la

her "Book" a story about a sporting
parson she knew-Vhe Rov. LoraUu
Smith.who hunced ln purple instead of
pink, because the former was th* cor-

rvct epbcopal color. Tho New York
Trlbunc quotes Miss Boyle as foliows:
"His reverence was aiways well mount¬

ed and was a ke-en sporkman. Ile had
a pretty living and a good church iu
ihe neighborhood, but he surprteed hU
narishlor.ers very much by sutertng th*
wbole dispostion of the tombstones; h_
thought they looked awkward and un-
tidv in rhe:r actual position. so he had
them all taken. up and rearranged ac-

c__i-»...4, to mo iu...cy m lines, crosscs.
stiuares, etc, One Sunday morning, ._

very cold winter's da.y, he had performed
the service to a scanty congregation. and
on going up into his pulpit, Instead c_

opening his sermon book. he pronounced
the following address: "My dear friends.
if you recpiire it I will preach you tiw
sermon which I have brought with n_\
but if you are as cold and hungry as ;
dm, I think you will prefer goir.g with
me. to the rectory, where you will find
some cold beef ar.d some good ale."

**

Tho King of Siam is not coming thla

year. What a mercy' How would w*

ever get a royal white elephant ready in

lime? Of course, wo could make an ar

rangement with some wortt,v cir.-'.ia.
but then the King of 51am can tell tlu
real wbite el.phants from the countrj
eircus spotted and dyed imitation. Wh. t

lt comes to entertaining German ad>
mirals, wo are more at home.

* »

Music is more appreciated in Rich.
mondeach year, thanks to the Wednesday
Club, but every musician's lot is nol

happy. Tiie following story, told by
licrr. Meyer Ltrty, shows that even ths
performers have their troubles:
"Conducting once in Bradford. I r.o-

t'ced that the clarionet pia.yer, a young
but clever and steady lad, jumped up
a good deal during the progress of the
opera. I found that his father, who
played the trombone, sat just behind h_m.
and every now and then he gave his
son a kick, with the remark: "Look out,
Sammy! there be a flat a.cumm_n'.''

OUK KELIt lOL_ -ON'IL.VviORARIES.
Tho very cold of tlio winter makes a

season for energy. The world's granito
hills were fluld when

A LESSON FROM they were hot, and
THE WEATHER. when they were cool-

ed became firm with
tho solidity of the everlastir.g hills.
Feter wus not a rock when ln the beat
ol his passion and seal. When he waa

cooled into solidity he became a rock.
and tho firm faith and witness of Peter
and the apostles wero the rock on which
Christ has builded the Church. The
world's greatest work ls done in the win-
try days of courage and purpose.
In tho Church's life we may do mor.

m winter than in summer. The peopl*
are not scattered, and are not so much
divertecL Wc can gather them better in
the sanctuary. They are to be found in
the home. about the family hearth. At¬
tention may be secured and deeper and
more continuous impressions made. Now
i. the time for the pastor. Bible study
is set going. The protracted meetin? 1.1
held. and now is the time for the pulpit.
Winter becomes the friend of religion.
and the better summer comes wh»n tha
Spirit melts the hardened heart nnd th_
Sun of Rijrhteousnes.. arises to .ive a

new and better snirited life and growth..
Central Presbyterian.

.
.

*

Why Is it that such awfol punlshm .nt
i.i pronounced upon those who commit

sin against the Spirit?
ANANIAS AND Our Lord sald that of-
SAPPHIRA fenses against the Son

might be forgiven, but
sin against the Holy Ghost has no for-
giveness. neither ln this world nor in tho
world to come. And in this inctdent we

tave immediate death infllcted upon two
members of the Jerusalem Church for
lying to the Holy Spirit (v. 3). for tempt-
!ng him (v. 0). The answer to this Ques¬
tion perhaps cannot be given witn «>iit.'ra
conHdence. And yet it may be said that
the Holy Spirit is the light-bringer. It is

he who is sent to guide into the truth.
Sin against him is sin against light; and
thi3 is aiways fraught with peril ar.d
disaster. Ananlas and Sapphira wer«

walklng In the very nxldst of the Hotv
Snirit's unmistakable power; yet thev
turned their bncks dellberately upon h»s
lisrht and leading. and followed the rt'o-
tates of the devil (v. 3).-Religious Herald.

* .

One of the clergy used to bc very ear-

nest in his tea:hing and dealic- with this
subject Quoting the

THE TRAINING precept to parent.. tc
OF CHILDREN. bring up their chiidren

in the nnrture and ad
monition of the Lord." he .mohasfaed
the fact that "r.ur.uro" "paideia." mear.c

and tncluded whlpp'.ng. and that. there¬
fore. this must not be left out in deal-
m_r with children's faulcs anu oEens.?
Doubtless the word includes that near:

ing. if the whipping be really needed.
But aiscrpline, chastfsement, does not al-
ways necessarfly include this; and. if pos-
slblo other modes are to to bo preferred.
In t'he cld armory at Riehmond. somo

fifty years ago. there were several larja
pieces cf brass axtfllerjr. twenty or thirty-
two pounders. One of them had on It
this motto. east with it as lt was made.

j-Jltima Ratio Regum"-"th? last ar__-
m*nt of kin_s." So it may be sa:.: ot

this narental argument of th« roa. I.

shouid be the ultimato ratio. There la a

needed remembrar.ee. with tne text at-

ready mer.tlor.?d. another which is tw.ee

rep^ated "Provoke net your chiidren io

writb. lest they b* ^wtrag^-^ Th*

feeiing may be exciied in tne cMId tnat
he has been unjustlv de_H with and
even if iu. Hv. hnn»Mv. and fhe donbz
and discouragement thus suggested as to

r^al parenta! interest aml affection.
~w-jJ ~ §rent deal of human .i.itT.ri.

i-i "chiMr--n and ic needs to be remem-

ibered There is. no doubt. the extr_rn»

0. loving but mistsken indulcenc«. a~.d
tlie parents' hardest duty often is to r .-

sist the tendency to its practice. But
there Is sometimes t'ne --^posito extrem
of harshn*5"" *' sro»'ntr Tvevoin'' irr svz'r.
harshness What i3 necessarj'. The proper
seif-imposed rule, with the flrst. to do
what is right, however painfui. wi*.:
gnard against one extrome. whl!r> t&«
no less imnortant rule. never to admhr.13-
ter chastisement harshly and in anger.
will guard against its oor>osi_.. It is a

sacr.nl duty. and the e.ild's we'fare de-
pends upon it. But its full efficacy is
its iovinsr ana forb?_rir.g. as in i_» faith¬
ful perf'Trmanc_--_e__ti_rT_ Ch_r______,


