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??????? THE LAW.
Mr. J. Pierpoiit Morgan Is indignant

because an officer of the law entered his

liome and served a subpoena upon him.

Mr. Morgan was requested to testify in

the suit of Peter Power against the

"Northern Pacific Railroad Company. Ho

claims that he agreed to accept service,

provided they would not servo tho legal
papers upon him. But counsel for Mr.

Powers says tliat he had reason to be¬

lieve that Mr. Morgan would not ac¬

cept, and so it became necessary to suini;
nions him. Wo know nothing about all

this, hut we cannot understand why Mr.

Morgan should object to having a sub-

.:. poena served upon him, and he malees a

great mistake to raise such objections.
Kr. Morgan Is a very rich man, but he

Is a citizen of tho "United States and 5s

¿subject to all the duties and responsi¬
bilities of citizenship. When he objects
to a legal process of this character he puts
himself outside the pale of other citizens

and makes it appear that he regards him¬
self as superior. There are no class dis¬

tinctions in this country and rich men

tire entitled to no immunity because of

their wealth- When rich men assume

that they belong io a privileged class they
do a very stupid thing, and naturally
causo poor men to feel resentful.
We do not mean to malee any assault

upon the rich. We do not mean to make

tany appeal to the passions of the poor.
"We do not think, as some seem to think,
that all rich men aro bad. Many rich
men of this country have shown them¬
selves to be good and true.· Wo believe

that Mr. Morgan is a good and kind man.

But Mr. Morgan and others like him, of

all men should obey and respect tho law
and so set an example. Without law
there is no «safety for the rich. What
vould Mr. Morgan's millions be worth to

liim if there were no law to protect him
in his rights? It is not enough that Mr.

Morgan pay a large sum of money to the
Government in taxation. It is not the

whole of a citizen's duty to pay taxes.

It is as much the duty of a citizen to

serve on a subpoena, to serve as a wit¬

ness, to take an active interest in the
affairs of government, as it is for him to

serve in the ranks in time of war.

That was a timely utterance which we

quoted in Sunday's paper irom Rev. W.
C. Campbell, of Roanoke, on "Civic Right¬
eousness." "No man," said ¡he, "by rea¬

son of wealtli, has a right to shirk jury
duty, the duty of voting or holding of¬
fice. His own interests may be protect¬
ed without performing these duties, but
those of his poorer and weaker neighbor
may not he, and he has no right to rele¬
gate to less favored men the duties that
residence in a city give uim to perform."
We cannot hope to have good govern¬

ment unless tho good men of every walk

In life arc willing to hear their part of

the public burden, unless the best men

.recognize and discharge all the duties
Bf citizenship.

HOW TO L'UILD A TOWN.
The South Boston News is urging the

litizens of that live town to form a Bus¬
iness Men's Association.' Our contem¬
porary is right, an·! the citizens of South
'Boston will be wise to adopt its sugges¬
tions and put it into practical effect. A

business men's association is quite neces¬

sary to the progress and development of
tiny town. It brings tbe enterprising
Unen of the community together and capi¬
talizes, so to say, the energy and intel-
Slgencc of the community. It brings the
"representative citizens into closer rela-

flionship and makes thein more friendly
.Mid arouses in them that esprit do corps
.*vhlch is the best asset of any town.
It cannot be too often asserted that the

.jnen make the town. Naturally, loca¬
tion counts for somcth'm*r. hut the right
sort of jm«a will müke ? fino town re¬

gardless cf locution. Individuals in a

.community may make individual success,
but if all these successful inOividuals or¬

ganino for tlie benefit cf the rommur.lty
in which they live their community v.-i:i
bo successful.

AN UNJUST ATTACK.
Tb* lUilgcway Journal says:
©.WM-nor Montague has had within the

past fe·.·; cr.ys an opportunity to show
his .friendship and love for the Confed¬
erate veterans. Has he dene so? Oh,
yes; he vetoed tho resolution that had
passed both. Houses of the Virginia leg¬
islature, setting aside $*"00.000 for their
benefit
Tho Governor also had an opportunity

pt Norfolk i«> show his appreciation of
the labor vote cast for him in last year's
primary. How did he* manifest that :ip-
.preciation? He seat a regiment of sol¬
diers, with bristling bayonets; to hold
the strikers down, while aggravated capi¬
tal placed its foot more firmly on the
nock of tlie laborer. It seems that la¬
bor must not organize to pr.->tce*. itself
»gainst tho aggression c£ capital, but
capital may organize to regulate th«* num-·
ber of hours to constitute a day's work
fcnd the pay therefor. As soon, however,
is labor becomes dissatisfied and gives
j-igns of unrest, the capitalist goes into
¦Tysterlos and cries out "protection3 pro¬
jection 1" &nd he always has a wall of
>ayonets placed between him and his for¬
mer employe?. Suppose a. labor organl-
tiotlon «should apply to tho local authorl-
.1·»»· to protect its men against an unjust
Usurpation of their rights by organized
japltalists. do you suppose an urgent de¬
mand would bo flashed over tlie wires to
¿he Governor for troops to right the
Trrongs of labor? Not mucb.
Does Governor Montague deserve the
.r-nthmod support of the old-soldier ele¬
ment; or of organized labor? We should
fry not He doesn't need it just now.

Jut thetimc may "come when he'll want

"Let us he fair. Tho Governor IS a

*ij*uM!c official, and all his acts are proper
subjects of criticism. When ho docs

wrong he elsould'he rebuked by tho press,
but when he does right lie should be sus-

tfrlnfi. Jto· Governor is not opposed j

to pensions for Confederato soldiers. Ho
did not Uko this resolution, however, and
he vetoed it, giving good reasons for his
act. As for sending troops to Norfolk,
ho simply responded to a request from

itho local authorities, as ho was In duty
hound to do. If tho local authorities In

nny community will call upon the Gov¬
ernor to send troops in order to prevent
"organized capitalists" from usurping tho

rights of working men, the Governor will
just as promptly respond to that call.
It Is the Governor's duty to seo that tho

law ia executed and that riot is sup¬

pressed!. If the law-abiding people of the
Stato do not hold up his hands in this dis¬

charge of duty the law will soon fall into

contempt

AID FOR LAUREL REFORMATORY.
One of the noblest institutions in Vir-

gh'ia is the Laurel Reformatory. lfs ob¬

ject is to reclaim bad boys and save them

from a lifo of crime. Most boys of this

clues can bo saved, if tak«*-n in timo and

brought under proper influences. But

srr.d ruch a boy to the pcnitentiarv and

he will come out a hardened criminal, it

not a graduate in crime. The Laurel

Reformatory employs tho proverbial
ounce of prevention which is suld to be
worth a pound of cure. From every

point of view it deserves the support and

encouragement of the Government. Leav¬
ing out the question of morals, it is an

cernemicai Institution, for it tends to re¬

duce the number of criminals. Every
dollar thus extended by the State is al-
n-.st a dollar saved.
lhe Prison Association of Virginia,

which conducts this institution, is ask-
in- tho Legislature for an appropriation
of ??,??? to make these necessary im¬

provements:
New dormitory .?G.03tJ
Sanitation . 1,000
Engines for pumping water. ???
New beds . t»00
Lavatories, laundry and range. 500
Granolithic basement . 410
O'riing-rooin tables. 200

We sincerely hop» the Legislature will

grant this modest request

THE CRISIS.
We print elsewhere an able appeal from

a Virginia Democrat to the Constitutional
Convention not to adopt the understanding
clause. As the Petersburg Index-Appeal
says "the so-called understanding clauses,
no matter in what guise they come, tem¬

porary or permanent, are odiónos in the
possibilities they furnish unscrupulous
men, and they arc an evil which should
not be compromised with."
The same paper says of the Meredith

plan:
"The amendment proposed by Mr. Mere¬

dith on behalf of the camp which op¬
poses any kind of understanding clause
is by no means à perfect measure, but it
is a logical, consistent safe and defen¬
sible one. It shows no dragon teeth of
faction and Oiseord in the ranks of the
Democratic parly, and it gives no oc¬

casion for humiliation and shame to
those people of Virginia, wno place the
irood name and the public welfare of
the State above party lines, and the tran¬
sient interests of factions and leaders.
The Times is still of opinion that in

tlie present condition of the convention,
the Meredith plan, or one similar lo it
incorporating its main features, furnishes
a suitable basis of agreement

The Now York Tribune's Washington
correspondent says that Demoeraf.s in

Congress are planning to retire Mr. Bryan
from tbe leadership of the party. He as¬

serts that nearly every Democratic Sen¬
ator and the great majority of House
Democrats resent his constant interfer¬
ence with the party plans in Congress
That the old line leaders, like Senators
Vert and Cockrell. of "Missouri: Morgan
and Pettus, of Alabama: McEnery and

Foster, of Louisiana: Money and Me-
Laurin. of Mississippi, and even Tillman.
of South Carolina, although dec-lining to

«T'-'ken and at times almost denuncia-
spokne and at times almost denuncia¬
tory in their criticisms of the unhorsed
Nebraskan's attempts to boss the mem¬

bers of the Senate and House on all leg¬
islative matters in which he conceives
there Is a chance to make his sort of

political capital.
"Byt tbe Democrats will not get rid of

Mr. Bryan so easily. He is not the man

to be thrust aside, for lie still has a

large following.

Last Sunday's issue of the Richmond
Dispatch was a house-warming edition,
and by pictures ai'd pen pictures showed
the public through its handsome new

house. Tho Dispatch now lias one of

the best equipped and best appointed
newspaper establishments in the South.
Wo wish for our neighbor all the com¬

forts of home.

Tho Stauntori News is bold enough to
make war upon the dogs of that city. We
liKo the Staunten News, and we warn oui

friends to stop before it is too late. The
newspaper which attacks the city dog is
making' trouble for itself. That is what
tbe Apostle meant when ho said ""Beware
of dogs."

CURRENT lOPlCS.

Th; Ccnveuiion.
Here is ali outside view of the Virginia

Convention. The Baltimore Sun says:
Judging by ti;«.», expression:; cf soma of

our Virginia contemporaries, Ilio people
of the Old Dominion are beginning to
fear their Constitutional Convention will
become a pi-rninnt-.it fixture. The con¬
vention assembled last June and is still
pcgslng away, with no Indications that
its work will be completed at an early
day. Constitution-making is a. very sc¬
iions business.one which require:! great
thought and labor. Still, it appears to
a disinterested observer that the Vir¬
ginia convention might have prepared a
Constitution and adjourned in much less
time than has been consumed by tho
body now in session. The trouble with
our Virginia friends, it seems, is that
they did not know exactly what they
wanted when their convention assembled.
The consequence is that there has been
a gre.at deal of playing at cross pur¬
poses. Taxation and the suffrage are

Important questions In every State. When
comprehensive changes are proposed, as
in tho case« of tlie Old Dominion, it
seems impossible to secure results wttli
anything like reasonable expedition.
While the revision of the suffrage laws
of Virginia has been agitated in that
Stato for many years, the combined wis¬
dom ami statesmanship of the conven¬
tion has thus far been unable to do-,
vise a solution of the problem which will
give general satisfaction to the pcoplc-
of the Old Dominion. This is rather clis--
appointing after nino months of delib¬
eration by .'the convention, which is com-

posed of some of tho ablest and most en¬
lightened men in the State.

The Value of Education.
There is .truth In every line' of tho fol¬

lowing article from tho Accomac News:
On education the hope of the South

must rest. Education is tho only means
of elevating and broadening the individ¬
ual type. Great attention must bo paid
to this in order that the best results may
bo worked out. The "constant elevating
of the Individual through the process
of education is the only means by which
the best can be accomplished. The aim
of this education must be to create broad¬
ness of view and liberality of thought
The South must broaden its base along
these lines. Men are needed who will
see the public good and who will
stand for it and their convictions. Tho
broad view of such questions can only
be brought about by education. The
broadening of tlie individual and the
teacliing of the principles of political
economy and municipal government are
the needs of tho day. This means also
the broadening and strengthening of
character.thatis1, the production of men,
the word being used in its best sense.

The Difference.
Some one has made the Interesting dis¬

covery that the Republicans in the United
States Senate think a great deal more of
Tillman than they do of McLaurin. This
is easy to understand. It is on the prin¬
ciple that a naked savage is more inter¬
esting than a whited sepulchre. How they
can feel anything else but contempt for
McLaurin is hard to conceive. Nomi¬
nally a Democrat, he out-Herods tho
Ht-rods of Republicanism. The ship sub¬
sidy bill, which such Republicans as Al¬
lison, Dolivcr, Spooner, Quarles, Proctor
and Dillingham would not touch, he voted
for readily. In a very different way Till¬
man is also useful to tho Republicans
and he is at tbe same time interesting,
because he is natural, genuine, frank, al¬
most rude at times, and heneo they liko
him. He wears clothes like other men,
not· to hide himself, not because bo
shrinks from appearing ir. "the altogeth¬
er," as Trilby would say, but because he
has to. Ho "is a talker. The man must
be remarkably endowed who can open
his mouth as often and as wide as Till¬
man does and never put his foot in it.
His habit of doing this is what makes
him attractive to the Republicans..Dan¬
ville Register.

PERSONAL AND CRITICAL.
Sometimes when the Turkish Sultan at¬

tends a play in his private theatre ho

bands in to the comedian an original joko
or two of his own make. The actor gives
these humorous efforts the fullest possi¬
ble effect, of course, and perhaps that
is why they are invariably receive! with
great laughter.

* *

.lark."I wonder why time is said to

fly?*·
Maud."Probably it is because so many

people are Irving to kill It.".Harlem
Life.

* ?
*

William M. Baker, of Fortville, Ind.,
has bec-n class leader in the Methodist

Episcopal Church thero for forty-threo
consecutive years. At the organization
of the class he had thirty-seven mem¬

bers, only four of whom survive. Now
he has a class of 250. Mr. Baker was

born in Weston, Va., sixty-live years
ago and has been In Fortville since 1S33.

*
*

«

Shopper."But aren't these hose rather
loud?·'
Clerk."Yes, sir. They arc intended only

for persons whose feet are in tho habit
of going to sleep.'".Chicago Daily News.

* * *

The parrots belonging to Mme. PatLl
aro a source of constant amusement to

every one near them, and there could not

be a greater contrast, for, while one

talks and sings all day long, imitating
its mistress* trills in a weird, thin voies,
the ether is constantly silent. The for¬
mer oily cost ?10.j and the latter $1,900,
for lie was represented to be the finest
talking parrot alive.

*? »

An in maVnt. fellow named Hawardcn
Inquired, without asking his pawardan,
Of tha learned Colquhoun if the man in

the mqulioun
Always 1> dged in some nobleman's ga-

wai'Con,
Wheieui-on the fire-eating Lord Chol-

mondeley,
Overbearing the words, remarked glol-

mondeley,
To an awe-stricken neighbor, unsheath¬

ing his seighbor,
That the question was very uncolmende-

ley.
.Tit-Bits.

* * *

George R. Sims, tho English playwright
and novelist, publishes a protest against
depicting the features of Dr. Johnson in
a memorial window. Mr. Sims wants to
know where tho line is to be drawn in
regard to such une of modern celebrities
in church windows. "We might ere long."
lit says, "have a pro-Boer philanthropist
presenting bis particular church with a

stained glass window in which Judas
IsCariot will bo presented with tho fea¬
tures (and tho eyeglass) of Joseph Cham¬
berlain."

An App:al ?? the Convenlioc.
editor of Tho Times: I
Sir,.Fo:· nino full montilo the Consti¬

tutional Convention has been deliberating j
over the suffrage question. Plans to dis-
franchise citizens who voted to call that]
body into being and to elect its members,
have been presented in every phase, and ?
form. The prominent feature of every
plan lias bet-? to lake from the poor man
his right to vote, and so hamper the il¬
literate man with difficulties as to de¬
prive him of the ballot, or enable the dis¬
honest election officiai to use him to sub¬
serve his own corrupt purposes. It can
be stated without fear of successful con¬
tradiction that every proposition that
has met with any considerable favor in.
the convention has been oppressive to the
poor man and has provided the means
for corruption in elections. This is strong
language, but the facts justify it and
the people of Virginia have taken notice
of them.

It is announced now. that the subcon-
fercnces cf the Democratic conference
have reported a suffrage section as a

compromise cf divergent views. Let us

analyze it. H
All soldiers, Confederate or Federal,

and the sons of such soldiers, aro given
the right to vote. This is to meet the
demand that no Confederate soldier shall
be disfranchised, and to avoid tho charge
of discrimination, the Federal' soldier,
white or colored, is put on tho samo foot¬
ing.
Then, with a vie wto gathering strength

for the proposition, tho son of tho Con¬
federate soldier Is embraced, and again,
to avoid the charge of discrimination, the
son of the Federal soldier, white or col¬
ored, is included.
Having admitted to the right of suf¬

frage. G.?1 ¡soldiers, white and colored, and
their sons, the subeonferqnecs proceed
to próvido for a property arid educational
qualification for all other citizens. They
declare that no man but a soldier, or son

of a soldier, shall register, unless ho

possesses property assessed at $333.33, or

more, and has paid tho Stato tax on tha
same, or is able to give a reasonable
explanation of any section of the new

Constitution, which may be submitted
to him by the registrar.
However worthy a man may be; how¬

ever much he may. by his industry, add

to tho material -wealth of tho State, ho
must have accumulated property of the
assessed value of $333.33, or he must ex¬
plain to the satisfaction of the registrar
any section of tho new Constitution how¬
ever abstruse or difficult, to entitle him to
register.
Go Into our mills, factories, shops and

¦.h'pyards, where the music of machinery
fills the air; into our furnaces and forges,
whero the molten metal runs In streams;
into our mines and forests, where the
pick and shovel, axe and saw, are heard
all the year round, and you wil find: tens
of thousands who are increasing daily
the material wealth and assessable values
of tho State, yet lacking .the property
qualification or tho educational capacita¬
to explain constitutional provisions, about
which lawlyters will differ. They are

good citizens, industrious and law-abid¬
ing, but because they are so unfortunate,
whether from their own extravagance,
the burden of largo families, or short¬
ness of time since attaining their ma«

jorlty, It makes no difference, as not
to possess property assessed at ,-,,3.33, or

more, and cannot explain any constitu¬
tional provision which the registrar in

the plentitude of his power and the ex-

erctse of hia discretion may submit, they
are to be disbarred from the right ot
suffrage, branded as Inéligibles and rank¬
ed among idiots, lunatics and felons.
So much, briefly, as to the wrong and

injustice of this report of the sub-con¬
ferences of the Democratic conference
of the Constitutional Convention. So
much for this act upon the part of gon¬
flement high in favor in a party that has
always prided itself upon being "the
party of tho people;" that has boasted of
being "tho party cf the masses and not of
classes;" of "equal rights to all, special
privileges to none."
A party whose great strength has been

among the common people, and has
stood for the weak against the strong;
whose record is resplendent with its gal¬
lant battles and signal victories for the
extension of suffrage to the masses, and
not the restriction of it to classes.
It is true an attempt is made to justify

this change of front by alleging that
negro suffrage Is a menace to Virginia.
A more fallacious proposition could not
have been advanced. The time was when
In certain localities In the State the ne¬
gro voto was dangerous, but that time
has long since passed. The negro has
virtually ceased to be a formidable po¬
litical factor; anil with a poll ta-c, and
making its payment and the payment of
his personal property tax far in advance
of an election a prerequisite to tho light
to vote, every thriftless, indigent and
unworthy negro would bo eliminated
from tho list of voters, and every com¬

munity would be safely In tho hands of
the white voters. Tho cry of negro su¬

premacy has lost its power, and it can¬

not be uscii to warrant the disfranhcise-
:merit of worthy men by property and un¬

derstanding clauses. The protest of the
worthy negroes of tho State may fall
upon deaf cars, but tho protest of the
worthy, but poor and unlettered white
men and their friends.from Tidewater to
the mountains.will be heard, and woe
unto tho party or 'men who mock at it.
Every worthy man who Is disfranchised,
and his kith and kin, will become the
mortal enemies of the party that took
his ballot from him. He will put forth
every effort to qualify himself, and when
ho succeeds he will welcome tho coming
of the day when he can wreak his venge¬
ance upon tho party that wronged and
humiliated him.

Costly, indeed, to the Democratic party
will be the property and understanding
clauses, if adopted: they will sweep awây
the negro vole as a whilwlnd sweeps;
they will brew a storm that will sweep
thousands oi" whito voters.some at first,
many yearly thereafter.into the Repub¬
lican ranks. They will give the Demo¬
cratic, party a temporary advantage, but
as the days of reckoning come the party
will discover its mistake.
For years there has been a demand for

fair election laws in this State. The hope
was indulged that the convention would
take hold of this matter in earnest and
make such provisions in the Constitution
as would renfler fraud and corruption
practically impossible. Has this hope
been realized? Xo. no. Has any action
been taken in that direction? Absoluely
none, but lo the contrary the property
and understanding clauses, reeking with
onnortunillos for the perpelration of frauH
and the practice of corruption, have b-»en
set forth, inslead of the ballot marker
in his secret booth and the ballot hex
stuffer behind closed doors, ivo ire to
have the commissioners of the revenue
to make or unmake voters under the
property clause, and tho re-r'str.irs to
make or unmake voters andar the under¬
standing clause.
Tbe commissioner can erifr.T'.chi',-* <r

defanchise by ton high or too low assess¬
ments. The property of lus party, fac¬
tional or personal friend can easily be
more valuable In his eye I'm th-3 prop¬
erty of his party, factional or personal
enemy.
'¡he. registrar can enfranchise or dis¬

franchise according to his likes and dis¬
likes, as party or factional necessity
may demand. If an applicant for regis¬
tration is a party, factional or personal
friend, tho registrar can give him a sec¬

tion that is easy; he can make sugges¬
tions to him, aid him, assist him, help
him along and pass him. If an appli¬
cant is a party, factional or personal
enemy, the registrar tan give him a knot¬
ty section.for insiancc. the corproation
section, with its many clauses and para¬
graphs.to construe and explain. Tiie ap¬
plicant may ask for something easier, but
the. registrar shakes his head. The appli¬
cai; l undertake.·.: his difficult task; he may
g-vo a proper explanation, but it is not
.jatisfactosy to the registrar, who sits
ai sole Judge. Tho applicant is denied
registration.the registrar get;·, in his
work in fine style.he has served his ptirty
or faction or vented his personal spite. It
may be sp.ld. that it is intended to givo
tlie right of appóni to any applicant who
is refused registration. Suppose this is
d-.nc, when will hit; appeal be heard? The
courts will be crowded with regular busi¬
ness; tbcy will have an avalanche of ap¬
peals. When can they hear thorn? How
many poor men can afford to spend the
t'r.O attending court, traveling long dis¬
tances in tho country districts to appear
coloro tho judges?
Taking these proposed property and

understanding clauses all in all, it may
truthfully be staled that tho most fer¬
tile brain could not »havo devised a
scheme carrying with it greater oppor¬
tunities for tho perpetration of fraud
and the resort to corrupt practices
Every elaction will bo in the hands of

th« commissoncrs and registrars; they
can elect their friends and overwhelm
their enemies; bring victory to their party
und defeat to Its foes.
Rut it is openly proclaimed by certain

members of the convention who favor
these clauses that all whit«: men will be
r«?gi.stered under tile understanding clause.
What does thia mean? That every reg¬
istrar will be directed or expected to
n.-gistcr every white man whether he can
explain the-section of the Constitution
submitted to him or not. In a word, the
registrar is to have an clastic consclenc-i
and his judgment is to be moulded ac¬

cording to the color of the skin of the
applicant for registration. A registrar,
sitting as a judge, sworn to fnlthfully
diseharge his duty and honestly admin¬
ister the law, is only to look into a man's
face and see whether he Is white or col¬
ored and pass judgment in favor of him
if he is white and against him if he is
colored. Vvhnt a monstrous and appall¬
ing suggestion. But the man whose con-
e? lenco is so pliable would havo no com¬

punctions that would prevent him from
discriminating against his political, fac¬
tional or personal foes, though they
might be white, or in favor of the ne-

gr.o If he could'¦' be used to servo party
or factional ends.
Tho writer is a Confederate soldier and

life-long Democrat. .He will be able to

vote as a Confederate soldier;.he will be
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qualified to vote under the property
clause, and he thinks he could reasona¬
bly explain any section in the new Con¬
stitution, but if these clauses are inserted
he will, if he lives to get to the polls,
et-?«· his ballot against tho new Consti¬
tution, feeling that in doing so he will
be making an effort to save the fair
name of his State, upholding tho right,
condemning the wrong and recording his
opposition to fraud and corruption.
Should these clauses become parts of

the new Constitution, then it will be
time, indeed, for all citizens of "Virginia,,
vlie believe in the purity of elections
as the safeguard of our institutions, and
in an atmosphere of public morality for
the rising generation to breathe and im¬
bibe, to exclaim: "God save the Com-
rnonwealth!'-'

DEMOCRAT.
Richmond, Va., March 2-!th.

load- rkiug.
Editor of The Times:
Sir,.No ono can fall to be impressed

with the power of public sentiment as
affecting both church and State. The
necessiti·, therefore, of its proper direc¬
tion will not be questioned. Just now-

public sentiment seems to have crysta-
ized upon two subjects.higher education
and road-building. It is the purpose of
this article to deal with tho latter sub¬
ject. For many decades we made use
of that system of roads kept in repair by
involuntary labor, the law requiring two-
days' service of each person between cer¬
tain ages. This system, while unsatis¬
factory, had at least the merit of being
inexpensive and doubtless would have
been continued but'for the decision of our

highest court.
"When it became evident that the

method would have to bo changed the
writer, who was then a member of the
General Assembly, after conferring with
representatives from other sections of
the State, introduced a bill looking to
building two main highways in each coun¬

ty in the State,' running north to south
and cast to west and passing at or near
tho county seat; these two main lilies to
be constructed by a moderate tax and
by the labor of jail-birds and short-term
convicts in State prison. But pub-lie sen¬
timent was not ready for so large an ex

penditurc of money upon our highways,
and nowhere perhaps did it meet more
violent opposition than in my own dis¬
trict. Two years later Governor Hill,
of New York, made the same suggestion
to tlie General Assembly, then in session,
and was taken up by the press of tlie
country and highly commended. Had
this plan been adopted at that time (1SS5)
there can be no doubt of the fact that i<n
fivo years thereafter each county would
have completed these two main lines,
which, being continuous, would haw
given us an improved line throughout the
State north to south and east to west

the local roads in tho meantime being
kept up by agreement of property-holders
lying on or adjacent thereto, or by a

light district tax. It can readily be
seen, had this have been dono, great
local as well as public conveniejices
would have resulted. Tho counties un¬

der this system would have 1,-een divided
by these two main linca into nearly four
equal parts, and any citizen wishing to
reach tho county seat would malto to
tho nearest pohnt on tho main line.

I would suggest a few of the mum

advantages that present themselves to
my mind by the counties undertaking
these improvements rather than the dis¬
tricts. In the first placo the districts
could not avail themselves of convict la¬
bor, which would largely be used on

account of the expense of guarding them;
second, tho districts could not afford the
expense of such road machinery as should
be""'cmploycd; and, third, any county may
consider itself fortunato to bo able to
secure the services of more than ono man

wild is in all respects qualified to take
charge of such a<n undertaking. How¬
ever, upon tho theory that each district
has tho right to levy and expend its
own revenues upon its roads, we have
been working, and with what result?
While our taxes for road-building hav
grown to be as great, or perhaps greater,
than both State and county tax combined
before 1S61. and with what result? If a

road expert should inspect our roads, I
venture the assertion that little or noth¬
ing- has Ix-en dono that looks to perma¬
nent improvement. There can be no

question that the property interest of
the State favor improved roads and are

willing to bo taxed therefor under a prop¬
er and practical system of road-building.
But they are utterly opposed to any
further taxation to be devoted to pur-

j chana of road machines, to be laid aside
for want of practical intellect to work
them: neither for tho cumbersome and

| expensive system of road-boards to pass

upon every little claim at a cost at times
greater than the claim itself. It is in¬
deed a great undertak'ing to build a prop¬
er system of public highways. Such a

system will, under the most favorable con¬

ditions, cost a large sum. It cannot be

done under several years without oppres¬
sing the people with undue taxation.
Let tho General Assembly próvido for
thd election of a county road board, to
whom shall 1/e committed the building
and maintcmancc of our public highways,
With power to levy tax and to make use

of convicts. Let tho people exercise
patience and in five years we will have
a system of roads that will reflect, credit
upon the State. Let the agitation of
this ouc-stion go on until something prac¬
tical is evolved.

S. P. READ.
Iii.ecklenburg county. Va.

SANTOS-DIMONT TALKS.
Will fail for Tüis Country After Exhibition ai

Coronation Festivities.
(IJy Associated Press.)

LONDON, March 21..Santos-Dumont
arrived In London to-day, bringing the
air ship with which ho intends to make
a voyage over London during tha coro¬

nation festivities. He said he proposed
to sail for the United States, to which
country he goes on his own initiative,
early in April, and will consult with the
authorities at St. Louis on the subject
of the conditions of the exposition com¬
petitions.
The aeronaut confirmed his Paris

statements to tho effect that he thought
an aerial course should bo staked out
around St. Louis b»y means of captive
balloons, and added that competitors
should be required to complete the cir¬
cuit within a time limit. Santos-Dumont
also endorsed his previous statement
that ho hopes to Inaugurato an interna¬
tional competition in New York about
the end o. line current year, and that
lv* will rem«In in the United States
¡ijuut a fortii'sht

SOCIAL Aisi-

PERSONAL
The A. P. V. A. will have a charming

Easter benef,|t entertainment at tho
Academy Easter Monday night, which,
doubtless will be among tho most popular
on the social calendar for that night.
The programme, which Is a sort of pot-

pouni of burlesque, will be directed by
the Costy-Wrlg'nt combination, who have

scored in Ne.v York, a great success. The
programme, among other things, will con¬

sist of "The Gainsborough ^ady.'* who.
with a literary jewel known as "A Set
of Turquoises," and accompaniel by "The
Violin Maker of Cremona," went to see

"Shakespeare a' la Burlesque." after

which they visited tho "Roman and Gre¬
cian Galleries*' and wero entertained by
the "Pompeian Dancing Girls." Among
the patronesses will be Mrs. Joseph
Bryan, Mrs. Casklo Cabell·. Mrs. Dccatur
Axtell, Mrs. Virginius Hall and Mrs. XV.
I«. Robins, Mrs. William C. Bentley. Mrs.
XV. G. Stanard, Mrs. J. Taylor Ellyson.
Mrs. John Llghtfoot and many others.
Tickets, which are extremely low, may

be obtained from Miller's drug-store.
Blair's drug-store. Murphy's, Lexington,
Virginia Historical Society, Rosemary and
at the Academy.

Miss Hylah Edwards and Mr. S.

Straughan Robinson will be married to¬

night at the home of her parents. Mr.

and Mrs. J. L. Edwards, by Rev. Carey
E. Morgan.
Tho bride will be attended by her sis¬

ter and maid of honor. Miss Nannio Greg¬
ory Edwards, and Messrs. George Greg-
ory and Henry Wllkins, ushers;. Mr.

William J. Pulliam will be the best man.

Immediately after the ceremony tho cou¬

ple will leave on a bridal trip, and on

their return will be entertained at a

house party in King William county, at

the residence of Captain and Mrs. David
Straughan, tho prospective groom's
grandparents. About the middle of April
they will take a trip to Denver, Cal. The

bricìe-elect is the daughter of Mr. and,
Mrs. 'J. L. Edwards, and is a young lady
of engaging personality and very popu¬
lar. Mr. Robinson is the son of Mr. L.

D. Robinson, of King William. Ho is

prominent socially, and from a business
point of view, being a prosperous mer¬

chant of Palls, Va.
* .. *

Owing to the funeral of Mrs. Marshall
Gilliam Dr. Russell Cecil did not lec¬
ture at tho Woman's Club yesterday af¬

ternoon, but tea was served and a pleas¬
ant chat enjoyed by quite a number of

people. The coffee urn was presided over

by Mrs. Luther Dawson, and tea was

poured by Miss Mattie Harris. Quite a

number of visitors were present, among

them being Mrs. John Poe, of Baltimore;
Mrs. McCJhlllouch. of Howardsville, Miss

Carrie Ball, of Washington; Mrs. Frank
Nalle, of Lowerset; Miss Ellen Bottldin,
ot* Charlotte, and Mrs. George Gordon
Boute.

* «

There was much disappointment yes¬
terday morning by those who attended
.the called meeting of the A. P. V. A.
when they found that the selling of
Jamestown to tho United States govern¬
ment was not to be brought up. If the
vote bad been taken from the twenty-
one members at tho meeting it would
havo gone 17 to 4 against selling. It is

hoped by the members that in the April
meeting of the Central Committee that
the question of salo will bo decided.

* «

The christening of the "Mohawk ' to¬

day by Miss Alario Webster, the attrac¬

tive daughter of Captain and Mrs. Harry
Webster, will, as usual at such functions,
attract a good deal of interest In the
society world. The launching will be fol¬
lowed by a luncheon, and Miss Webster
will have as her maids of honor Mis.·«
Elizabeth Whitlock and Miss Kathleen
Anderson.

«
»

·

The approaching wedding is announced
of Miss Margaret Horn, of Hanover, and
Mr. Edward Faulkner, of this city, tha
ceremony to take place at Walnut Grove
Baptist Church on April 13th. Miss Horn
is tho attractive daughter of Mr. and
Mrs. 'Ralph Horn, of Ifanover, ami has
many friends and relatives in the city.
while the groom-elect is popular In busi¬
ness circles of this city, where he lias re¬
sided for several \ears. ·

* *
4»

? di-'ightful social will be given by the
Church Hill Branch of the Socttv for
¿Tcvention of Crueltv to Animals, on th"
evening of April 11th,·. at the residence
of the Misses Eodeker. Xo. 2801 Fast
."¡race Street. The invitation will bo
written in rhyme and bo accompanied
be small leather saddle-bags for contribu¬
tions. It is hoped that all persons in
sympathy, with this worthy cause will
lend their support.

» »

Invitations have been received for the
marriage of Rev. Josenh Deming Lang-
ley, and Miss Edith Thompson, to take
place April 3d, at 7 o'clock. Rev. Langley
i-s the pastor of St. James Methodist
Church, and since living in this city, has
gained a host of friends, who extend to
him, hearty congnituiationss.

Polk Miller will give one of his ever-
enjoyable concerts, in aid of the Ladies'
Aid Society of the First English Evangeli¬
cal Lutheran Church, at tho Y. M. C. ?..

j on April 4th. A large audience is expected
at this performance.

*
"

*

The Misses Many and Helen Morrison
will give an "at home'' Wednesday, April
2, from 3 to 7 o'clock.

S *
*

*

Miss Elizabeth Robins Is the guest of
i her aunt, Mrs. Horace Jones, of Newport
News, and will'remain there for the post-

! Easter festivities.
I ·.'¦*'¦·Miss Margaret Shields Is spending a few

daj's in Newjjort News, but will return
here lor the post-Easter season.

Mrs. Charles I'ickett Stokes, who is

bearding schcol in Orange, will spend
Easter in this city.

-T ·

The Masonic Home Auxiliary will meet
to-cTay at 11 o'clock.

SICK HEADACHE
Positively cored by these

tittle Pills.
, They also relieve Distressfrom Dyspepsia,
Indigestion and Too Hearty Eating. A per¬
fect remedy for Dizzin«2ss, "Nausea, Drowsi¬
ness, BadTasteinthe Mouth,Coated Tongue
Pain in the Side, ??????") IIVER. They
Regulate the Bowels. Purely Vegetable.
Small Pill. Small Dose.

Small Price·

If Your Horse
Had His Way

HE WOULD COME DOWN TO OUI
PLACE and walk off with a GOOD SEI
OF HARNESS, instead ot the shabbi
affair you aro now using. The hors*
knows, if you don't, that the old harness
ho is wearing is not only uncomfortabli
to him. but a source of danger to you.
Everything we sell Is honest and durable,
and the prices are fair.
Our stock of BUGGIES and CAR.

RIAGES is acknowledged to be the be«!
in the city.

The Implement Company,
1302 and 1304 E. Main St.

Richmond, Va.

ESTABUSHED1832.

THE

Virginia Fire and
Marine Insurance Co.,
OF RICHMOND, VA.

This old "Virginia Institution Insures all
descriptions of property In city and coun¬

try: Dwellings, Furniture, Stores. Farm
Buildings. Crops. «Sic.; School-House·»
Mills. Churches. Factories. «Sec.

AGENTS IN EVERY
TOWN AND COUNTY
DIRECTORS:

E.' B. Addison. D. 0. Davis,
W. Josiah Leake, W. Otto iNolUaj,

W. H. Palmer. Pi. W. Bowe.
WM. H. PALMER, W. H. McCARTHY

Secretary. Treasurer.

HT
Cut Flowers

esignS:
9th and Broad Sis.

Fresh Double Violets5
80c. Per Hundred.

staying for a few days at the Chamberlin
Hotel, West Point.

*
* *

"Mr. Allen Freeman, who Is studying at
the Johns Hopkins University, will arrive
In this city Friday, and will stay with
his parents for about ten days.

* *

Mr. Randolph Cardoza will spend En3tn*
In New York, where he will be joined by
Mr. and Airs. Junius Mosby.

*
.

·

Mrs. Charles Pettit. of Norfolk, who
has been spending a couple of days with
her parents. Mr. anil Mrs. Seldon Taylor,
returned yesterday.

* *
«·

Miss Ruby Eodeker will leave this week
for Washington, where she will be tbu
guest for Easter of Miss Emma Clark.

» *

The Board of Managers of the Rose¬
mary Public Library will m«iOt Tuesday,
April 8th. when a benefit entertainment
will be the subject under discussion. At

Miss Louise Äffeid. of Brooklyn, will b"j
the ituest Easter of Miss Annie Pender
Gordon.

Miss Margaret Wcddell. who has been
visiting Mrs. Robert Strange, has re¬

turned to her home in LawrencoviUe.
* ·

«

Mrs. John Tyler will leave to-day
for Anderson, S. C-, whore she will b«
the guest of her daughter, Mrs. Kenneth
Anderson.

* ·
*

Miss Mary Haw, of "Dundee." will
spend the latter part of the week and
Easter with Miss Maude Palmer, on
South Third Street.

*
.

·

Mrs. Gcrvin Blanton, who has been
spending the winter In S«.-ranton, will
arrive ia the city Wednesday for a visit
of some length to her parents. Mr. and
Mrs. John Tyler on West Franklin Stx-***.

*
,

·

Miss Elizabeth Leary, who has b«*Mai
visiting Mrs. Patton. has returned to
her home In the country, to the regret ot
her many friends.

* ·

The regular meeting of the Bnartl ot
Managers of the Old Dominion, Hospital
will be held in the college building Thurs¬
day. March 27th. at 1:30 P. M. Alt mem¬
bers are urgently requested to attend, at
business of importance requires irnmedl·
ate attention.

* «

Miss Moore, of this city, was among th«
guests at a delightful euchre party giver.
Friday by Mrs. Harry Tyler at her horn«
in Ghent.

. .
·

Mrs. Isabelle Curti*. of Boston, wha
has been visiting Mrs. Pleasant, left for
her home hi Boston yesterday.

ENGINE BLEW UP.
Enj'neer and Unknown Tramp Kil'si.Firs

man Bad y Burned.

(By Associated Fres».)
SALT LAKE, UTAH. March Zi..A help¬

er engine on the westbound freight train
Xo. 20t". blew up to-day while going up
Lake Hill, seventy miles west of Oregon.
William Wilton, engineer, of Ogden: B.
A. UpphotT. brakeraan. and an unknown
tramp, were killed. Fireman Roy Mtin-
sey was badly burned and will probably
die. The engine was a new compound.
The cause of the explosion has not been
ascertained. Traffic was blocltaded torn
about two hours.


