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ma Canal Company. Negotiations
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out rezard to change of administration;
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The canal will ba of great benefit tn
Americs and of Importance to all the
world, Tt wiil be of advantage to us
industrially and also as jmproving our
military position. It will be of advantage
to the countries of tropical America. It
is earnestly to be hoped that all of these
countries will do as some of them have
already done with s‘gnal success, and
witl invite to their shares commerce and
fmprove thelr materinl  conditions Ly
recognizing that stabllity and order are
the prerequisites of successful develap-
..No_independent nation in Ameris.
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For the first time in our history naval
nevers on 4 large ‘scale are being
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nead of the witnge usefulness ha:
bhecome  dmpaired. Promotion must be

fostered if the service is to be kept efli-
cient,
Theare's Scarcity of Officers.

The lamentable scarcity of ollicers, and
the lar number of recruits and of un-
skilled men necessarily put aboard the
new vessels as rhey have been commis-
1, has thrown npon our oflicers, and

=i

capecially on the lieutenants and junior

grades, unusual labor and fatigue and
has gravely strained their powers of
endurance. Nor there sign of any
immediate let-up in this strain. It must
continue for some time longer, until
more Oofficers are graduated from  An-
napolis, and until the recrults bLecome
trained and skilled in their duties. In
these difficulties incident upen the de-
velopment of our war fleet the conduct
of all our officers has been creditable 1o
the service, and the lieutenants and ju-
nior grades in particvar have displayed
an ability and a steadfast cheerfulness
which entitles them to the ungrudging
thanks of all who realize the disheart-
ening trials and fatigues to which they
are of necessity subjected.

There is not 2 cloud on the horizon at
present. There seems not the slightest
chance of trouble with a foreign power.
We most earnestly hope that this state
of things may continue; and the way
to insure its continuance is to provide
for a thoroughly efficient navy. The re-
fusal to maintain such a navy would
invite trouble, and if trouble came would
insure disaster. Fatuous self-complacen-
cy or vanity, or short-sightedness in re-
fusing to prepare for danger, iz both
foolish ard wicked In such a nation as
ours; and past experience has shown
that such [atuity in refusing to recognize
or prepare for any crisls in advance is
usually succeeded by a mad panic of
hysterleal feir once the crisis has ac-
tually arrived.
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Legislation for Alaska.

[ especially urge upon the Congress
the need of wise logisiation for Alaska.
It is not our credit as & nation thas
Alnska, which has been ours tor thirtys
five years, should still hava as poor a
system of laws as the case. No
COUNITY has a more valuahle possession
In mineral wealth, in fisheries, furs, fore
ests ainl atso in vitnatule for ger=
tain kinds of form and stock growing
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amd if it succeeds, the rost is only $3.50.
lff;t fails, I will pay your druggist my-
self.

1 have no samples, hecause any medi-
cina that ecan affect Rheumatism quickly
must be drugged to the verge of danger.
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30 out of 40 who get those six bottles | aeted to protect the Alaskan «aimon
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buflder, the settler who lives on his { Of the country, New coerea:s have been
land. &mnd for no one else. In their | ¢stablished In the semi- 1 West. For
actual nee the desert tand law, the tim- | instance,  the practieability of produc-
ber and stoos law. and - eommut bhest types of macaronf wWheats
tian clatsa of the home d law bBave | ms of an annual rainizil of oaly
been =0 perverted from the mmmn or thercabouts has been con-

=y demonstrated. Through the in=
tion of new rices in Loltisinna and

- were enacted as to

with which the

mit the acquisition ef largs areas of t]:e; ? ‘
public domain for other than actual set- ! the production of rice in this
tlers and the consequent prevention of | county has been made to ub-zut equal
| settlement. Moreover, the appronching | 142 home _dwm:\ml. In \tne Southwast
exhaustion of the pablie rangss has of the possibility of regrassing overstocked
late led to much discussion as to the | Tange lands has bheen demonstrated;

in the North many new forage crops

best manner of using these public lards
in the West, which are suitabie chiefly
or only for grazing. The sound and
steady development of the West dep
upon the buoilding up of homes therein,
Auch of eur prosperity as a nallon has
heen dus:to the ope-at'on of the hem--
stead jaw. On the nther hand, we should

have Im»m introcuced, while in the East
4 shown t.at some of our
can be stored and ship-
p-"-i in such & way as to find a profitable
market abroad.
[ again recommend to the favorable
conslderation of the Concress the plans
of the Smithsonian Inzti.otisn for mak-

recognize the fact that in the grazing | ° L
region the min who corresponds to the | iN§ the Mussum under its charze worthy
homestoader may be unacle to settle | 9F tue nation. and for preserving at the

i Nuztional Capital not oaly records of (ue

permanently if enly allowed to use the A 1
vanish'ng of men, but of the anie

came amount of pasture Iand that is races
brother, the homesteader. is allowed to | Mals of this continenet which, I'ke the
use of armble land. One hundred and | Yufrie. will soon become extinct un'ess
sixty acres of fairly rich and well wate - specimens from which their resressn a-
ed so'l. or a much smaller amount of tives may be renewed are sought [n
irrigated land. may keep a family in Ll:c—!r native regions and maintained
plenty, whereas no one could get a liv- there In safety.

ing from one hundred and sixty acres
of dry pasture Iand capahble of support-
ing at.the outside only one head of cat-
tie to every ten acres. In the past great
tracts of the publle domain have been
fenced in by per=ons having ro title
theretn, in direct defiance of the law
forbidding the maintFnance or construc-
tion of any such unlawful inclosure of
publle land. For various rensans thers
has been littte interference with su-h
inclosures in the past. but ampie notlee
has now been gmiven the trespassers and
all the resnu~ces af the command of the
government will hereafter be used to put
a stop to such trespassing.

In view of the capital importance of
thesa mat'ers, I ecommend them to the
earnest consideration of the Congress. and
if the Congress finds difficulty in deal'ng
W.- them from lack of thorough knowl-
edge of the subject, I recommend that
provision be ‘made for a commission of

The Affairs of the District-

The District of Columbia Is the only
part of our territory in which the Na-
tinnal Government exercises loal! or mu
cipal functions. and wlere in consaquence
the Government has a free hamd In raf-
erance to certain types of soclal and
eeonomle legislation which must be es-
zentially local or municipal in  thelr
churacter. Tha Government should see to
it, for Instance, that the hyglenic and
sanitary fegislation affecting Washington
ts of a high character. The avils of slumy
dwellinzs,  whether in the shape’ of
crowded and congested teénement-house
districts or of the back-alley tvpe. should
never be permittad to grow up In Wash-
ington. The ecity should be a modal In
every respect for all the cities of the
country. The charltable and correctlonal
svstems of the District should receive con-
slderution at the hands of the Congress
to the end that they may embody the
results of the maost advanced thought in
these tlelds, Moreover, while W’Lshimon

.

Qeaislly to lnvest!gn.ta and re-
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