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RANGE OF THERMOMETER. irUjj
Tho thermometer ranged) as .follows;»t^ (.

Tho Times offico yesterday: 9 A.M.. 23;1

12 jr..32; 3 P. IL,34: 6 P."sr.,~3S; » P.v M..:,l

34; 12 midnight, S2. Average. 31 2^3. ,:''" :{:
{

SHAFER PROPERTY
MUr NOW BE BOUGHT

SHAFER BUILDING, WHICH GOVERNMENT MAYBUY.

THREE MONTHS ON TRIAL

The Men Tell How They Hired a Skiff
and Cross the Mississippi River,

Shot One of Their Own

Men.

THE STORY OF fi
DARING ROBBERY

Four Men Who Held Up Train
Now In Custody.

Romantic Wedding of Mr-
Bonifantand Miss Tilman;

HAD BEEN KEPT A SECRET

Occurred at Halifax in November,

but Not Known.

SURPRISE TO CLOSE FRIENDS'

Matter Becomes Public Through Entqf
on Records of Halifax County.

Magistrate Was Bound to

Secrecy and Kept His
Pledge With Guard-

ed Care.

PENDING BILL TO BE PASSED

Biting Charges Made by the
Prosecution,

MAY NOT ALL BE ALLOWED

For Election First, Then Appoint-

ment by Judges.

NO . ONE IS BOUND

The Conference Adopts a
Compromise Plan. fifflFEATURES IN

CAMPBELL CASE

PEOPLE WIN OUT IN
THE REVENUE FIGHT
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WEATHER FORECAST. *
Forecast for Saturday nnfl" Sunday:
VirpinJa—Fair, and colder :Saturday;

Sunday increasing cloudiness, probably
snow or rain.by night: fresh west to

north/west winds. .
Xorlr Carolina—Fair Saturday, slowly

rising temr,or.vu:re; Sunday rain; lignt

var!ab>.» winds.

Committee Will Likely Not Go Beyord

tho Cowhiding Affair
—

Rumor That

Hon. Holmes Conrad Will De»

fend Judge Campbell.

Measure for Popular Elections to Pre-

vail and Promise Made for Appoint-

men*. Later On—Newhouso Calls

IIa "Dog Fail"—Major Ed-

mondson Stirs Meeting
by His Humor. iilL"IIv I ut ldrill

Way Clear for its Purchase for
Postoffice Site.

A Virtual Recall of the German
Ambassador.

HE iS SAID TG BE VERY ILL

Trouble Seems to Be That He Did Not
Handle the Venezuelan Mat-

ter to Suit the Kaiser,
'

William of Germany.

CITIZENS WILL BE HEARD

Congressional Committee to Hear Their

Preferences As to Location
—

Mean-

time Condemnation Proceed-
ings to Begin,

News came from Washington late last
night that after all Richmond people are
to decide on the sito of tho new post-

oliice building, which Itis confidently be-
lievod the government will soon erect
here.

The committee of Congress will hold
a special meeting next Friday at 31
o'clock 10 give the people of this city

an opportunity to appear before it and
urge their preference as between placing
the building on Main or Broad Streets.;

Congress has appropriated- $175,000 for
the purchase of a site for a postotllce and
Federal building in Richmond, or an an-
nex to the present one, and the.Com-
mitttee on Public Buildings has been no-
tilled that the owners of the Shafer build-
ing will take that sum. The corninlttoe is
willingto pay that amount, and is ready
to do so as soon as tho mere form of
condemnation proceedings is gone

through with, provided tho people of
Richmond want the oilice on that site.
Apparently the majority earnestly fan

-
or

it,and will fight any supposed change of
location. J3ut others want ISroad Street,
and yet others desire another location on
Main Street. r

Supervising Architect Taylor opposes

Main Street because the ground is not

There were some Interesting develop-

ments in tho Campbell-Crawford caso
yesterday, one having been the filing of
drastic specifications of the charges made
n;;ainst Judge Campbell by the prosecu-
tion, another the submitting of a long

list at additional witnesses for the de-
fenso; and still another the unofficial ru-
mor that Judge Campbell had empioyod
Hon. Holmes Conrad, the brilliant law-
yer from Winchester, to look after his
interests' before the committee. The spe-

cifications/which are an amplification of
the biting charges heretofore filed with
Uu; committee, and which are to be
four*! in full below, were informany dis-
cvPKed in the meeting of the judiciary
Committee yesterday afternoon, but no
action was taken.: It is believed, how-
ever, that tho committee will not allow
all these specifications, from what can
lie learned unofficially, but that Nos. 1.,

11. anil HI. will likely bo disallowed on
the ground that they so back and senk
to air Judge Campbell's record on mat-

ters not gentians to the charge uyor.
which ho is to bo tried. Tho last three
of the specifications will in all probability
be admitted by the committee.

This matter, however, will not be de-
tr-m.'ine-i until the trial comes on next
WednesclayJ

The additional list of Judge Campbell's

witnesses contains the names of promi-

nent people, all from Arnhcrst county, and
he writes that ho will probably send In
other names from time to time.

A STRONG LAWYER.
The rumor that Major Conrad -will de-

fend Judge Campbell at the investigation
la full of interest, its he Is regarded a.-?

one of the most powerful advocates in
the State. If this be true it is gen-
erally admitted that there will bo strong

counsel on both side* a^id that no inch

of ground will be yielded by either side.
The lawyers in the caso as well as

Judged Campbeßi and" the first batch
of -witnesses are expected here about
Tuesday, and most of them will be
quartered .at New Ford's

New and Interesting developments aro
expected ench day until the trial is over,

and the case is earnestly discussed by

all.
THE SPECIFICATIONS.

The specifications which were prepared

by Mesrs. Brown and Loving ajid Aubrey

E. Strode, counsel for the prosecution,

(Continued on Second Page.)

yf&rs ago. The value.' 6* the property is
greatly enhanced from tha fnct that it
hat; three distinct .-fronts— Main. Tenth
and Bank Streets. The Main Street end
was erected soon after the war. It was
late inthe seventies thatjMr. Shafer built
the Bank Street end, and joined the" two

into one structure.
This is more distinctly 3n office build-

ing than any in Richmond. It is a
'
per-

fect cell structure oi offices, and is the
business home of bankers, real estate
men, lawyers, insurance men and many

others of various calling's.
Mi- Moncure wishes JiU tenants to un-

Oorsiand that 'it will bo some timo befo'e
T.hgv will be called upon, to move. An
other Congress will have to assemble be-

fore money for the new building-, which \s

to take its place, is appropriated.
FIVE I'ERSONS OWN IT.

The owners of the property are the fiva
children of Mr. Sharer, who are Messru
r Clements, Paul P., and Dallas A.

Sluier: Mrs. H. UMoore, of New York,

and Mrs J. M. Waller, Of Richmond.
The first named was but. recently Uia

lowest bidder for the important work of
dceitning James;- River from Richmond
to Warwick, four miles down the stieanj.

Richmonders to Have Hearing.

The followingspecial came from 'Wnsh-

irsrion last night:
-The people of Richmond will begiven

an: opportunity at 11 o clock next Fridaj

morning to express their view* upon the

location of the site for the proposed new
public building at Richmond. Congress

appropriated $175,000 last session as tho

limit of cost of condemnation proceed-

ings to procure the Shafev bu.-amg site

for. tho enlargement of the present build-
in; Tho Treasury Department has made

numerous attempts to have the agents lor

that property to set a price on it, but

these efforts proved fruitless until a short

time ago, when Administrator .MoncOrc.
tiucugh Senator llartm notilled theL Oo-
portment that ho would accept $175,000.

Thereupon tho department sent to-Con-
crc-<=s a setter statins that mo Sharer
nrcnerty could be had for J1T5.000 and ask-
ing the authority to make a direct mn-
cha'se Xo action 'lips been taken by ton-

gress, so condemnation proceedings have

been ordered. ; .
-in the meantime Captain I.amb re-

ceived letters irom Richmond people de-
claring themselves in favor o. living
tho government purchase a s to on l.ioad

Street. Accordingly Captain Umb has

asked Representative Mercer, chairman

of the Committee on Public Buildings and
Grounds, to b-ive tho people a hearing

before his committee. Mr.Mercer set nex.
riday, and said both sides willbe heard

"The Treasury Department, if the ap-

riai.-^-s do not'valno the Snafer buildlnK
at more than $175,000, will accept it. unless

the opposition to such action on the part

of the people of Richmond should prove
very strong."

Mr. Milton. Bonlfant, a prominent youn&
lawyer of Powhatan Courthouse, and Miss
Page .Tllman.- a pretty girl of the samo
place, and daughter of Mr. James A. TU-'
man, clerk of the County Court, were se-
cretly married in Halifax, N. C. on tn<
13th of November last. Preparations ari

about complete for ;i public ceremony In
Powhatan very shortly.

The latter fact is well known toacquaint-
ances of tha young people about tho
courthouse and to some of their friends
in -Richmond. Tho former is not even'
known to the close relatives of the bride.!
Only a few were entrusted with the se-
cret and they kept it well. The fact
leaked out in \Widon yesterday. Ttis still
ut.'known In Powhatan.

The romance of the young peope is not
of- recent origin. Tt was' learned In this
cit> Icidt night from friemts of Miss Til-,
iv.en that Mr. Bonlfant hail long been in
leve with h^r. Their wedding had even-
been planned for last summer, but- for
seme reason it way postponed.

AEARIUKD,SECRETLY.' \u25a0

But the young people decldeiS not to>
wait.: On the l"th. of November they
wtnt to Halifax, N. C. and procured a
marriage license. Justict; M. H. ClarJc.
married the young people, but was en-
Jolr.ed to secrecy. Tho couple left and
returned to their homes." No one there
except a tew to '.vhom the secret haa
be<s!i told knows that tho pretty Powha-
tan .lady Is already Mrs. Conlfant. Jus-
tici> Clark kept' the .-jsecret. well,
only became known yesterdriy, when the.

.mfrriage wa3 put oa recovrl.
Those who saw the ceremony and who

were- sworn to secrecy remember tho
pietty young brida well. Vv'hile waiting-
for th-? return train nhe 'amused thos«f
about the hotel by performing very skillf-
ully upon the piano.

TROL'SSBAII CO MPLETED.
Misa Tilman returned to her "home anif

M^r. Bonlfant to his. They were- man and
| wife, but no one

—
that Is?, very, very tew-< .

!krow it From friends of Miss Tilman Ie
Richmond! It was learned last night thai
preparations are fc-ing mado for the mar.
nage.of the, .couple within a. very shorj
time, it was not known whether invita<
lions wore out or not. but it was knowi

:that the bride's trousseau was completed
It was impossible to reach the Powhata^

office lust nlsht. No one could:' tell wheth-.
or the publicoer^rnony would be dispensed
;v.'lrh, now that the secret one has becom<
kr.nwn.

Mr. Bonlfant !.s finite welt known Ii
RlchmoncT, whero his profession oftet
brings him. Ha practices law ,In thl
courts o( Powhatdn and adjoining coun«
ties and has a wide circle".', of acquaint'
ances..

CBy Associated Press.)
LACROSSE, WIS., January 9.—As pris-

oners on the samo train, they aro aalrged
to have hold up six months ago at Mar-
cits, 111., four men. who are- believed to be
ot the gang whleu robbed tho Burlington

train at that place, were left at Savan-
nah, 111., by the train lost night iuid were
taken to Mount Carroll, the county scat,

where they will be arraigned on the
charge of holdingup the train.- The :itorj- of tha findings of clues and
their subsequent capture is Interesting.
A detective, Charles White-, visited ever;,;.
nr»ok and corner of tha Mississippi river
between h-sro and tfio place where the
robbery occurred, to llnd tho persons of
whom the robbers bought the boat which
ivas found sunktn with sand in the river
where they had temporarily hidden tholr
booty. It took him three months, and he
was not succesf ul until im reached La-

ICrosse, when, in company with Detec-
tive William Lynam, of tha.' local force,

\u25a0 r.fter two weeks of unrerrilttlng work,
| they located the man from whom the
pklfl had been purchased. He ami his
wife went to Chicago on V;,<lnesday,
night to identify tho four alleged rob-
bers.

The robbers, so -le detective found.
went down the river in the skiff, taking

four days to makfc the trip, and were
joined' at Dubtique by two others, which
mado the party six In number. One of
these robbers wore a pair o£ shoes juat
purchased In Dubuque: He v.'as the one
who was 'killed during the robbery. It
f]l>\-r.-f1->s from tho storj- of one of the
rrl-i • that the dead" robber was killed
ibv

•
-r own party. They had a secret

code of signals which they worS to uto.

The- dead robber. In coming around tho
train, did not give the signal, and wan
shot. He was not killed, however, for.
after the safe had been blown open and
tho robbers unhitched the engine, they

put the wounded man on board.. One of
the party said to him: "Ca-n you talk
yet?" He replied: •'Yes." whereupon

one' of the party shot him through the
head,,' killinghtm instantly. They then
had a discussion as to whether to burn

tho body in thw fire-box, but decided to

throw it out of tho engln?. cab. which
they They then abandoned tho en-
gine and got into the skiff, went across
the river, buried the money, and sunk the
boat. Ssveral half dollars which fell from
the pile of $2,200 tney secured were found
In tho sand.

GEORGE P, BUTTON
DIES FROM IIFILL

JAKE WELLS IS
MICE PRESIDENT

THE BASE-BALL PEOPLE
SIMPLY GETTING TOGETHER

<By Associated Prejis.)
CINCINNATI,p., January p.—The twt

comntltteea ropr«S'iiitlng thn National and
American base-ball leagues, held a con<
ferchca to-day which "lasted until li
o'clock to-night.

Chairman Hormann, having been desitn
natetl by the conference to give out tht
news, said to the waiting correspondents
that they spont tho evening as they hatj
the afternoon, in general discussion, but
that they seemed to be getting togethe!
t»o that something might be dGne -to-
morrow.

PRIVATE PENSION BILLS
PASSED BY CONGRESS

(By Associated -Press.)

WASHINGTON, Jan. 0.-This was

private pension day In the House and 144

bills were passed, none of especial import-

ance.
Mr.Russell, of Texas, thi successor of

1-ue Mr::P'^raftenreid, appeared to-<J.-.y

in tho role of a critic of undue haste

in the consideration of private pension
legislation, and precipated quite a debate.

Ho called attention to the fact that since

the Civil War 10,000 special bills had
been passed by Congress", over 1,000 of

these in the first session o'C the; present
CongTeas.

SHOT MAN WHO REFUSED
TO SELL HIM A DRINKIrifllH .uUddllio
fßy Associated Press.)

AUGUSTA. GA-, January o.—Solomon,

jjoinn, colored, "was -hanged hero to-day,.

for the murder of a young white mar
named William Springs. Dunn was so ner-
vous and frightened upon the scaffold-
that he;had to be held up until the trap
was sprung. His neck was broker:.

Springs was a bartender,' and the negre
shot him because lie refused to sell him.
a drink about a year ago.

Head of an Organization to Ope-

rate Summer Parks and The-
atres in AllParts Country."..

Jake Weils, the
'popular proprietor of

the. Blj&uTheatre, ex-base-ball manager

and wide-awake theatrical manager,- has
launched a new scheme and has himself
been elected president of what Is kr.own

as the Summer Amusement: Enterprise.

This organization was formed at a meet-

ing of "operators and managers of sum-
me- parks and- theatres held at the
Bartholdi Hotel in New I'ork Wednesday.

Tho capital stock Is 525.000, and it Is all
taken, by the theatrical and summer park

men. There aro no outsiders. Mr. Wells,

in common with other men, have been
morried.by tho difficulty of getting good

attractions and the actors have been
worried by tho cancelling of acta on
short or without notice. To remedy thla
he opened correspondence with men in
Western, Northern and New England
States, and as a result of their confer-
ence the organization was formed.

• Tha
Wilson Pllmmer Company, a booking
agency of New York, has been absorbed

and willdo the booking for tho company.

The company will either operate sum-
mer theatres '•\u25a0'or agree to furnish the at-*
tractions; Mr. Wells says that by tht.=?
new arrar.g*ment he will bo enabled to
get better attractions for his circuit of
theatres.

Accident Happened in the Wall
House in Lynchburg Where

He Was Boarding.
LYNCHBURG. VA., January 3.—Mr.

George 1-. Button, well known in Vir-
ginia newspaper circles. to-:iight fell
down tho steps of tho Wall House,
where he boarded, and was almost in-
stantly killed. Nobody saw him fall, but
it Is supposed that he was going up the
stops and had reached nearly Uie top
when he tripped and t'sll. There was an
ugly gash on his head, nnd it is thought
that his nc-ck was broken.
Mr.Button was born at JTarper's Ferry

slxty-nin-e years ago. As a young man he
was" a pharmacist, but .afterwards went

iMo newspaper work, /having followed
that vocation at various times in San
Kir.nCisco. Now York, Louisville. Wash-
irgton, Lynchburg and other places. He
ha-s lived most of the time for the last
tlltyyears in this city, with the excep-
ticr. of a few years spent in the govern-

ment pwvice at Washington and on Brick
Pomerov's Democrat, He served in the
medical department of the Confederate
bfniv until the weakening of his -eye-
5-ight compelled him to leave the army.

He was a brother of the late Charles W.
Button, widely known as editor of tho
Lynchburg Virginian in years gone by.
and an uncle of Colonel Joseph Button,

clerk of the State Senate.
TO INVESTIGATE ALLEGED

CHICAGO COAL CONSPIRACYHER DEAD BOD?
IS II A CHI

POLICEMAN SAVES
SEVERAL LIVES

(By Associated Press.)
BBKLIX, January 9.—Ambassador Yon

llolleben wr.iinot recalled from Washing-
ton, but-learning that his government

was not wholly-satisfied with his work,

and feeling ill and depressed, ho cabled
for a long leave of absence, which was
immediately granted. lie will not return
to Washington. Baron Speck Yon Stern-
burg's temporary assignment as charge

.d'affaires of Germany at Washington, will
be followed after an interval by his ap-
pointment as ambassador.

Tho baron, in tho meantime, will retain
his position as consul-srem?ral of Ger-
many to Calcutta. All-'.the Foreign Office
officials will say about Yon Holleben;
is:

-He has" not been recalled, and his
leave is granted upon his own initiative.
Tho government would never recall an
ambassador in the midst of Important
negotiations without grave reasons, and
these certainly do not exist In this case.
The supposition that the government is
annoyed because the.--ambassador failed
to obtain President XCoosevelfa accept-

ance of the arbltratorship of the Vene-
zuelan dispute is whollyincorrect."

WillNot Return.
(By Associated Press.)

\u25a0WASHINGTON. January 9.—The Stato
Department has been informed that
Baron Speck Yon Sternberg is to come
to Washington as a minister on a special
mission. Mean while Ilerr Yon Holleben
the present ambassador, who has been
granted a sick leave, is not expected to
return to Washington from Germany. He
left the city without saying farewell to
the President or to Secretary Hay, but it
is understood by both officials that the
ambassc _>r is an extremely s«-k man, and
his condition is accepted as sufficient ex-
cuse for any omission of form Inhis de-
parture.

A Virtual Recall
(By Associated rresb.)

BERLIN. Jan. o.—Ambassador Yon
Hollenben's leave of absence from Wash-
ington is pretty generally received Ivere
as being 'his virtual recall, due, it is
said, to tho dissatisfaction of the gov-
ernment with his management vt the
Venezuelan affair. This is asserted with-
out reserve in important newspapers and
no official denials have yet boen forth-
coming. It seems that the government
feels it was misled or at least not fully
Informed by tho Washington embassy
respecting President Roosevelt's attitude
when he was requested to arbitrate the
Venezuelan dispute.

The opinion is also that Dr. Yon Hol-
leben's dispatches regarding the policy,
of tho. United States in the Venezuelan
business and Its general foreign policy
have been neither adequate nor precise.

A variety of other reasons may have
contributed to the lack of confidence In
the ambassador. The Vossiche Zietung,
for instance, attributes importance to the
telegram' sent by Emperor William to
Mrs. Kipling, on March 5, ISG9, when
Rudyard Kipling was ill In New York.
The newspaper assumes that Dr. Van
Hollenben counselled the sending of the
telegram and that the Emperor, especially
since the publication of Kipling's re-
cent poem "The Rowers," feels he was
ill-advised.

Dr.;\u25a0 Von'Holleben' s crlti&g also aver
that he showed an unskilled hand In
tho great champagne war and In the
Wltte incident, and also in permitting
himself to -become the .object .'of .press
attacks, even though unjustly.The matter
of the statue of Frederick the Great is
also remembered, with its different recep-
tion by part of the American people.
Thi3, it is alleged. Dr. Vori Hollenben
ought to have foreseen, and he should
has dissuaded the Emperor from offer-
ing the statue to the United States.

(By Associated Press.)
SPRINGFIELD. ILL.. Jan. .5.—A spe-f

c!al grand jury will meet in. Chicago to-

morrow to investigate the alleged con-
spiracy between certain , coat operators,-
railways and coal dealers to increase
the price of coal on tha Clilcago naarke:.
Attorney-General \u25a0 Hamiln left: to-night

for Chicago- and will lead the 'Invest!-,
gatlcn. He took: with him evidence,
•Much he says will shw that a con-
spiracy exists, and the whole matter will
ba thoroughly investigated. -. :•-.

SENATOR TELLER MAY BE
REELECTED IN COLORADO

SNEAK THIEVES MAKE R.'GH
• HAUL IN NEW YORK

Three Men, Who Are Held in New
Orleans, Are Alleged Bad

Characters. .
(By Associated Press.)

MEMPHIS. TENN., Jaunary 9.—lt now

looks as if'the Memphis police mado an

important capture, when on Wednesday

last they arrested Thomas Clarke, George

Rogers "and John E. Estelie. When tal;en

Into custody the men had nothing in their
possession." Estello has since been, iden-
tified by the engineer as one of the par-
ticipants in the Burlington hold-up near
Marcus, 111., on August sth last.
-To-day Mrs. E. Dclap, of Wisconsin,
positively identified Clark as a man who
had bought a skiff from her two days be-
fore tho Burlington robbery. The rob-
bers escaped in a skiff, which was found
overturned. Q. C. Sanderson, a brake-
man of the "Frisco system, has Identified
Rogers as one of the prime movers in
the hold-up on- the :'Frisco at Jonesboro,
Ark.,• several months ago.

Estelie -Wednesday; night was taken to
Savannah. 111., in charge of an officer.

WHOLE FAMILY WIPED OUT
BY PLAGUE IN MEXICO

Ghastly Find in the House of
a Poiiceman in Meridian,

Mississippi.
(By Associated Press.)

iMXP-XDIAN. MISS., Januar>- !).—At a

late hour last night a blaze was discov-

ered in the home of W. D. Boyd, a c!t>-
policeman. by persons passing, and an

entrance waa made. In the dining rcom
the dead body ;of Mrs.- Boj-d was found
upright in a chair, the clothing entirely

burned away and \u25a0 the body severely

scorched. In/another room the husband
was found asleep in a bed. . . ;

Mrs., Boyd-had been 'in ill-health -for
some. time.. AnjInquest will be held.'. "V."'.-'
r A jfew hours before the discovery;; of(the,
body. ;.Mrs.-Boyd entrusted her -ten^yearf;
old'daughter to';"a[friend 1wi,th;Instructions
;asuo:its fupbrinsing should; any taing^hap^;
penitoCiier.- (ilra.)Jßdyd)Td.urinß; tieInlsbU

(By.AsMciated Press.)
DENVER,;C0L0.,: Jan." o.—The Legis-

lature completed its orgariization \u25a0 to-day .?
;

and tha House Conunlttee:oa" Elections ";\u25a0
and Privileges will at

'

orice^proceed '^to;^
har the 'evidence \u25a0la the .'numerous .cor-..,
teats on the. result of -which hans3'th«V
election ot•United Statea Senator.' . - '

:-'\u25a0\u25a0; air." Wolcott
:'
ias announced; ; that ha

'will7stay In the contest" for -the Senator- ';.
ship", tb;:vthe~ end. j'but -; he.'has'
the-; belle*

-
that .the :daalv'bet-weea'J hls;3Re--';;;'

:publican \u25a0;\u25a0 opporietns ~i and 3. th«^l)«nocrata p
r-me&ns % the • re-elcutlQa -oZ

'S«nftto?| H^aryl|

The rtemocratlc l^g-islativo conlorenco

hcia last mscht on the quoetion of tho

mo&Q of selecting crrainiisslonors ot the

revenue result <?d in the adoption of a
compromise resolution providing- for elec-

tion by tho people lor the first term, ajid

thereafter for appointment by the cir-

cuit Judges, being so amended, as to ap-

ply to cilies. Wliilo called a compromise
*

the action was clearly a victory for those

tvho favor election by the people, and. in-

vuT'is the passage of Uie billnow jwndinc

in the House with tills end in view. It

\u25a0was agreed that no ona should be bcund

by the action of the compromise, and as

one legislature cannot Mnd .-uiother by

its acts, and as a composite act such os

Ttis endorsed in Uio conference would not

be consiiiitionaJ, the action of Uie lat-

ter body is taken only n sa promise that

after the Urst s-erm there shall b« ap-

pointment- Indeed. In tho opinion of

tnajjy the meeting: really amounted to

but little. a,s it has all along been evi-

fleut that tlie bill for popular election
would be SxiaJly passed.

UP TO TILEPEOPLE.
The inaticr 3s now passed up to the

peopli to be bought out 1:1 Uio next Ittf-
Isladve contest and determined by the
people in inking their nominations.

Colonel S. M- Newhouse. of Culpeper,

who has all along favored appointment,

ivas cctive in securing the cempromiae,
though the resolution was offered by Mr.

Duli«. of Charlottesville: A number of
upeecitcs were made on all sides, and the
\>oa.v was in session for one or two hours.

The speech of the evening was made by
Major 1L A.Edmundson. of Halifax, who
by his sparkling wit and quick repartee,

kept Uie conference in a roar of laughter

ror some time. Major Edmundson fa-
vored appointment by the circuit Judges.

In discussing » 0̂ result. Colonel New-
house said it was a "dog fall," but was
the best compromise that could be

txiached.
NOT BINDING.

Tho conference was called to order at
Io'clock by Chairman Boaz; and Secre-
tary Charles T. Bland road the call and

railed Uie roll, seventy-one members an-
swering to th-'ir names.
Mr. Sebrell offered a resolution provid-

ing that no member should be bound l>y

Uie action of the conference; and that

DO vote b« takrn on Ihe question of the

mode bi! appointing commissior.ors of the
revenue. Mr. Sol>r*-ll spoke for his res-
olution, and declared that Uiere 6hou!d
lie no -binding action taJ;on.

There was considerable cross- firing as
to whnt was the object of the conference,

raid the call was road again. There were
Indeed three of these calls, in one of
which the word "caucus" was used, "con-
ference" lwing employed in the other two.

Mr. Sebrell raised the point that not a
puiHcient number had signed the "ccn-

ferenco" wills, but the point was over-
ruled t>y ihe chair. Mr. Whltohead re-
newed the point, taking the ground that
a conference had no right to resolve it-
tielf into a caucus, but tho chair met It
-with another adverse ruling, and Mr.
Cardwcll moved to strike out tho latter
.part of Mr. Sobrell's resolution providing
ngyinst taking a vote on tho main ques-

tion at Issue. The motion was.agreed -to
iui'l the resolution of Mr. Sebrell, as
sunradeil by. Mr. Card well, was adopted.

Mr. l.ylc. of Roaiioke; offered a roso-
lution providinj? for the appolnUnent of
oommissioners of revenue, by the circuit
3udßos. and he spoke earnestly for his
resolution: declaring- that ihe Democratic
people of East Virginia should rilly to

The Southwest and insure them Demo-
cratic oilicer.s.

Mr. Duke offvrod a substitute providing

for election for the first term by the peo-

l.!c and then appointment by circuit
Judges.^ Mr. Lyle having yielded for the
jiurposeJ Mr- Lyle. proceeding with his
nrgument, produced figures from the
Auditor"" report which he cited in sup-
port of his contention that the commis-
r.lonen? -jihouJd be appointed.

Mr. Ekrni wns about to offer a substi-
tute endorsing; the popular election b!l!
In the House, but he- decided not to do
!th!s and accepted the one offered by Mr.
3>uke for election ilrst and then appoint-
jnent.

FOR POPULAR ELECTION.*
Mr. Whiteheaii spoke strongly for popu-

Jar election, lie declared earnestly that
the proposition offered by Mr. Ly!e was
to take the commissioners out of pall-
Hcs and to put the judlciarj' In politics,
nn this line the member from Norfolk
(ipoke with lib* accustomed vigor and i:i-
leJllgence. and was listened to with
barked attention. Mr. Whiiehad created
j-roat amusement by referring' to Mr.
parksdale as his "hobby-horse" friend
{rvm Halifax; whom he informed would
tot* for his pure elections bill.

On motion of Mr. Smith, of Clarke,
speeches were limited to live minute?,
>r.d Mr. Churchman moved to amend'the
puke substllute by striking out the latter.
Slausp. making it read for election by the
>eoj>ie.

Ron popui^r election.
Mr. Allen, of Botetourt. made a strong;

)peocli for election by the people. He
HT«red the resolution In the. }^ouso lons

i^o op this line,, and has. been a consist-
ent and \u25a0 persistent advocate of.Uhls plan
: -Ul along. His pica for the rights of the;

kcoplc in the matter was
'
an eloquent.

* »ne, and he declared that the Judges
Were Baying. "For God'? sake' don't -thrust

•'. Jlils power upon us." ; . ,"
:'\u25a0. Mr. Bland, of

'
Portsmouth,

'
followed in

<Coa.Uaucil;,oa: iym&i&xstjy-

He Acts the Part of a Hero
at a Fire in the City of

New York.
. (Special Dispatch to The Times.)

NEW YORK. January 9.—ln four early
morning Hres to-day, all in the, same
ueighburhocKJ, twelve persons were res-
cued from death In one house by a po-
liceman, two women were injured in jump-
ing,from the fire escape in another house,
and a score of persons were routed from
their beds in two other houses. \u25a0

Tho fire from which the twelve persons
were \u25a0 saved was at Xo. 322 East Thirty-
sixth Street. All of them had been.over-
comeby fmoke, and were carried down
tho fire escapes by Policeman Patrick
Gjilllvan; assisted by Policemen Wilsey

and Klein and several citizens., . ;
'Gallivan; who played the hero to-day,

ivap in'- theinavy before
-
he";became a.po-

liceman; and fought:bravely, on^theVbat-^
tleshlpv lndiana iv the naval: eneagenient

ctt?Santiago. '\u25a0: '-'<\u25a0 " -
"*-:

-
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entirely level;

The one thing- Fettled is that the city is
to have a new Federal building', which
will cost probably a million dollars.

The Questions to be settled relate to tho
site; -whether the present location, and
that of the Shafer buildinjr, another one
on Main Street or on Broad Street, be-
tween Seventh and Twelfth Streets. And
these matters are largely in the control
of those most interested— tho business
men of Richmond.

JUDGE LEWIS TO ACT.
In the meantime the government is

grolng ahead.
Judse L. L. Lewis, District Attorney,

said late yesterday, that ho had received
instructions from the United States At-
torney-General to institute condemnation
proceedings for the purpose of ascertain-
ing tue value of tne Shafer property. He
would do so early n.«xt week.

Ten. minutes after this staiom&nt was
secured from Judge Lewis. Mr. James
A. Moncure. administrator Of the Shafer
estate, said that tho owners of the
property had agreed to take 5175,000 for
it and had given their consent to the
condemnation proceedings.

Postmaster Knight said that the
amount, 175,000, was now actually lying-
in the vaults at Washington, put there
for the •express purpose of buying- a site
for the new postolfice here. No string1

held it and it was available at any time.
Mr. Moncure stated that semi-official

nssurance had been rcelved that the gov-
ernment considered tho property worth
$175,000 and that there was no danger of
the commissioners appointed to fix the.
value estimating it at less than the sum
appropriated by Congress. Mr. Moncure
declarird that in his opinion the property
was worth more and that so strongly

convinced of this were the government
officials that they would not think of
trying to condemn it at this price until
the family consented to take it.

POSTMASTER NOT WORRYING.
Postmaster Knight says he do?s • not

purpose to bother himself about the new
office and the problems then to be met
until -.the Shafer property is actually
acquired.

"What then?" was asked
"I'will go to Washington and see Mr.

Taylor, the government's architect, and
have a talk with him concerning plans
for the new office and the needs here."
"If the jiropsrty is acquired speedily,

will a bill be offered at this session of
Congress appropriating- $1,000,000 for the
erection of the new office?" was the next
question addresse'i* to the postmaster.

"No. sir." he said. "That step- willnot
be taken, Ithink, until the supervising
architect has- drawn his plans for the
new office and makes- his report."'

Mr. Knight was asked what he held to
be tha ideal building- for a postofHce. He
replied that the most desirable one he
had ever seen was the temporary office
of Chicago, which was one story high
ano. covered. an entire square. •

"What are you going to do while the
buildingis in progress?" -was asked.
"Iam not bothering about that yet,"

he said, "but Ithink we'll have to,move
out, even. ifonly one side of the present
office is taken out, and where we ca.n gd
Ihaven't any idea." '-«

Mr. Knight said ;that Mr. Taylor, the
architect, was opposed to the present site,-
as he wanted entirely level ground.

Two suggestions
'
have been mada as. to

the character of the new. building. One
Is that another -structure be erected, to
be attached !to the jpresent, and the other
to tear; down-both the present.o ffice and
the Shafer building-and erect -an 'out' and,
out:;new: structure. ; This - is> by." far.;, the;
most 'popular- plan.

'
'.. • ;\u25a0'. '': ::'"v .:;

i.The":Shafer.- 1building;\,was :erected \by^
2^/Joto^'ShAfer^JbLO ;'<Ued about'eight'

(By Associated Press.).

:MAZATLuVN, ;MEX.', Jan. :o.—Thirty-

seven people are. in the. Lazarettos and
six -"death ;have: occurred to-day, .one \en-
tire family having died of the plague.

Manjvpeople hava- left.the city,and. gone

toUive '\u25a0onCthe "."islands", nea rby.> A"number,
6£^^ericans"hayelalso;disappeaxed. ,

.. \u25a0-''\u25a0-,\u25a0,'. .-;. \u25a0 :-.:'\u25a0 \u25a0
-;\

- •
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(Special Dispatch to The Times.)
NB\\r YORK,;January 9.—The mysteri-

ously sensational looting of three houses
in the fashionable residence section

'
bor-

dering on .Fifth Avenue, all within a
block • of,each other, on -which the police
have been working secretly and .without
success :for many days, and, of . which
they denied: having any knowledge, was
discovered: late this afternoon.

The homes entered, presumably by the
same gang of sneak thl&ves .were, those
of-Mrs. C.\ D.;Mathews, .at No.. 30 West.
Fifty-seventh" Street; :of Mr.;;Samuel .-.J.
Kocbendorfer, at;No..'45 .West -Fifty-sixth
Street, 'and -'of -Dj\.S. Leo/ at No.
lOJ-WestiFlfty-ftcouht:©"^ 1-^1-^ ;:,, ".V"o. '.]

frocn\these. tlv .\u25a0 ,\ \u25a0 -\u25a0- itimatedsat
n&tiles3-thaai. .bivljlyQ'sadre,"ssdsgg . . ;... . > ... -:&mtei


