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% This capital pivee of bumor appeared some
years ngo in the London Punch. It is so good
that it ought to be republisted every Spring: ™

ODE TO SPRING,

WRITTEN IN A LAWTER'E OFFICE.
" Whereas on sundry bonghs and sprays
Now divers birds are heard 1o sing ;
And snndry Howers their heads nprulso—
Hail W the coming Spring |

The sungs of the said birds aronse
The memaory of onr youthful hours,
As young and green as the sakd bonghs,
An frosl and fale as the sald fowers,

The birds aforesald, nppy pairs !
Love mhlst the aforesald bonghs enshiritiea
I honaehold nests, themselvon tholr heles
Admininrators, and ssigos.
-
) Dinslost term of Cuphil's eonrt !
Whew tender pladnti®s' action Lring ;
Benson of frolic and of sport,
Hall, as Sforesalld, coming Springt
— e
HOSE DROPS,
And 1 loaved her, yes, 1 lovaod hor,
And the angels loved her too
Bo shi's sleeping in tha valley,
"Nuath the sy #o brlght and Blue,
And g slab of pallld warlile
Rears 1t white nnd ghastly head,
Telling winderers in the valliny,
O i vivtees of the dead
Bot i lily Is her tombstone,
And a dew.adiop pure aud Lright,
Is the epitaph of ak angel,
Wrote o the stillness of the night,

iﬁ"ﬁv&;ﬁﬁﬁio J}N 'i,_:

Woman ; or two Pictures.

A Woumax! A lovely girl sits at the
window of a princely mansion; the silver
mwoon shines full in her fair face; golden
tresses fall on her neek and shoulders of
spotless white; her soul-lit eyes are turn-
ed 1o heaven, whither her thoughts bave
flown. Delicate and fragile, she scems
mord a spirit than a being of earth—
She i= a women,

Under the scorching rays of a tropiv
stun o nezress chops the growing grass ;
her thick and protruding lips, her fat
and expanded nose, her erisped and mat-
ted hair, all form a complete, contrast to
the fuir creature above described. She
cheerily hums a plantation ditly as even-
ing closes in. Her babe sleeps in her
fut ; she has pot seen il sinee daylight ;
o few minutes more shie @il =el s
LNy hands graspin; al w-u‘is-. glilury
ulyeat, and hew its dspings. Bl s
Wolnal.

Bist we have read of another womun,
whu wus an actress in deeds ol unpar-
alleled atrocity, Bhe had a heart, but
the devikhad®set bis seal upon it «t ber
virth, and sniouthered s huinanity in
wking it bis s Helpless children
fell beneath her murderons knife.  Vir-
tue implored mercy in vain; age was
disregurded, and youth ang strength were
impotent before the power of that human
fiend. the Ranee of Jansi.

Varied as the flowers of earth is the
character” of woman. Blooms of rich
beauty, plants of graceful growth—the
seented 1ose, and climbing jurmine—the
painted tolip and modest violet; bu¥ like-
wise rank weeds are found there, and
stinging nettles, und poisonous flowers,
all are met with in the great parterre of
the world, mingling either their sweet-
ness or bitterness with the air around.—
And the influence Bf woman is as diver-
gified as her character. Two may be
placed in precisely the same cireumstan-
e sociully 5 the one will diffuse happi-
ness, the other destroy it ; the one will
give a perfect charm to life, the other
make it acorse. As illustrative of this
we find following in the Edinburg
Magazine. “The two Pictures” are
well puinted :

« Ina country, somewhere in the world
—no matter where—at the North pole
probably—or may be at the South—or

hance between the two—there rosea
r:!:e and flourishing city—its manufacto-
ries were noted for their extent, and the
merchant-princes of that place revealedin
the wealth these manufactori need,
On the outskirts of the to pe built
two houses—alike inform, In extent, in

value. “Two " or “ two nuts,” or
“two pins,” had frequently descrihed
their similarity. Now in these two
houses lived two bmlhlm.—m::. the
Ollj sons of the builder of two
bouses. It had been a fancy of the old

wW. . DICESON,
Dentist,

OKOLONA, MISSISBIPPI.
July 15, '68. M.y

to have the boys, as he called them,
lodg ll?he. and bis means brl:iamph,
he had the power of Indul
«The boys” married, an

ATIDIEST AT

#

ding day the Mirst stone of either home
was laid.

“Time enough to get them fmished,”
said the old gentleman, us he rubbed his
bands in glee, * won't want s nursery for
a twelvemonth at any rate—small house
do till then."

The young brides were present when
that remark was made. One blushed—
und smlied ; the other blushed—and
frowned. Lt was the néttle and the rose
aguin standing side by side.

Six months passed and the houses were
hulf up—the old gentleman himself di-
recting all the arrangements of the build-
ings,

« It is good indeed of your father, now
an old man, to take an interest in our
comfort,” said one of the young wives to
her hushand—< Ralph,” that was the hus-
band's nume, * you can never repay him
for bis kind feeling, and his generggity to
us.”' 1 is an absurdity for yourTather
to play the architect, and almost brick-

layer,” remarked the other wife Lo her
sponse, * Boydell,” (his nameji you
should tell bim that it Is inconsistent with

his calling and his station.” Itis con-
sistent with his pleasure,” remarked the
hushand, * and therefore I am content.”

Twelve months passed, and the houses
were finished.

“Nursery ready in time," said the go d
old man —* ready in lime—ready in
timie.™

The houses were oceupied, and in
conrse of twelve months the nurseries
were ocenpied also,

“Phere are unceasing anxieties in a
mother’s lot," =uid lhl';_'lnml wile of Rd|ph.
“ but uneeusing pleasure too,” and she
siiiled ar the inmocent face of her sleep-
il!]_f Dy b,

* How women can like the hore of
children 1 cau not imagine,” remarked
her sistersin-law as-her child was hastily
given to its nurse.

Years passed on—as they always do—
und the young wives became middle-aged
women, suns and daughters, clustered
round them and the grandfather, old and
fechle, now lent on these young things
for ghipport.

Time had worked a wonderous change
in the two brothers, Ralph's face told of
a home-stock of happiness, from which he
drew largely—while Boydell looked asdf
content and happiness were, not in the
world at all,

At this time, when the fanfilies of each
were springing up, and needed money to
b spend on them, in eduestion, mainten-

B g it thie itierent  adjuncis of their
statiomn, vne of these panies of the cum-
wercial world which ruin thousands, took
plaves Unfortunately, Ralph and his
hrother hud entered into large specnla-
tioms, which fuiling, they wer® involved
in the prevailing roin, and found them-
selves verging on bankruptey.

“ Be of good heart, Ralph!™ said his
wifl,, * therw is bread in-this great world
for all.  Our fine large house, our ser.
vants and our carriages gre not absolutely
necessary to our happiffess, we can do as
others do=:live without them, and thg chil
dren, Ralph ! this lesson of adyersity may
be tor their welfare ; take comfort Ralph !
there is plenty of that-left for us in the
world, if our wealth bas flown away.”

“Yes," answered her husband, a8 he
clasped her hund, and drew [er to him,
“Yes! there is ueverfalline comfort here,
Lucy ; God be praised for having given
me one so ‘ meet to help' me, hoth in joy
and sorrow, wealth or poverty.”

 You should have foreseen this crisis,’
remarked the wife of Boydell, * fnd not
alluwed your children to be brought to
beggary at their age, when just entering
on life ; expenses are unavoidable, unless
indged they be educated as the laboring
¢l g; which idea may be worth your
wise consideration now."

She ceased with a sneer on her face,

“ Other men would not have been so
venturesome with their money,” she re-
markeds; “ the Brownings, for instance—
and the Swiths withdrew in time, amd
Lionel Blagdon told me that you had no
one to blame but yonrself, and that your
children might thank you and you enly,
if starvation were there fate.”

“In mercy ovase,” replied the hushand,
“ar you will drive me mad.” -

I must put your conduct fairly be ore
your eyes—it is my duty, she replied,

“Then reserve it uotil I am likely to
appreciate your effort at the performance
UP the daty,” be answered bitterly.

Poor {)ntj." Hovdmdfuliyy is she
mishandles by these ascetic dames. “ It
is a duty !"'—and under that plea many a
harsh truth is uttered, * Itis aduty I"—
so says the over-strict disciplinarian, and
cold steru words are driven forth to trem-
ble on an over-worked and wearied brain.
«]t is a duty I covers the cruel rebuke
and the severe rejoinder. It may be a
« duty” to plainly and boldly some-
times—hut it is also a duty to choose the
flunity when the speech may be ac-

on thef.::s: s

ceptable, and not frot and chafe the
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wounded heart by a repetition of the very
truths which silently recognized, are gall-
ing it already.

Boydell knew quite well that he might
have foreseen andgpartialy have provided
for the melancholy event which had taken
place. His conscience reprouched him
bitterly for carelessness and rashness, and
his wife's words were not needed to add
to the self-reproach, which, left to itself,
anight huve worked some good, by produc-
ing a quiet defermination to abide by the
more sober counsels of Ralph in future,
for Ralpl’s veiee bad been lifted ngainst
the very speculation which bad caused
the joint failure of the brothers.

Fretted—and galled—and wearied of
life aud life’s struggle, Boydell knew not
whitlier to turn for comfort and consola-
tion. His father had heen gathered to
the dead ; his brother T Boydell was too
prond to betray his lack of domestic peace
to him ; his children, imitating the bad
example of the mother, turned against
him, and instead of clustering round him
in the hour of woe, openly blamed him for
the course he had adopted.

At'last his ‘mind, torn by a thousand
couflicting sorrows, gave wiy : a lunatic

dum hecame his home, while his wife
and children dragged on a lifgef misery,
supprried by thg mere chafly of rela-
tions.

Far differently fared Ralph. In the
humble cottage on the outskirts of the
town where he now dwelt—a smile always
welcomed him when he came home from
the city’s toil and din, tired with the bus.
iness of the duy, heart-sick with its disap-
puintments ; restand peace and happiness
awaited bim in that<little home. Iis
children—drawing thelr tone from that
good wife and mother—thought only how
they vould soothe the tired wanderer who
bad returned to them, and make him for-
get in the placid joy of the present, the
misery of the past.

“ Ralph," said his wife ove day, 1
wauld scarcely exchange our present lot
for the one we held when first I became
your wife. There is an’ earnesiness in
this quiet life of strict utility which is lost
in the gilded days of wealthy splendor.
I am as happy here, Ralph, as if you pla-
ced mdin a palace—bappier indeed 3

He sfopped ber as be looked lovingly
info her gentle face,

“Not happier, Lucy" he added * not
happier dear wife—your nature would
carry bliss as perfect as this world can
bestow into any phase of life—not * hap-
pier,” Luey, but a8 bappy either here, or
there, or any whers on earth—as happy
as such a*kindly beart as yours can, and
should, wnd will he any where,"”

Ralph lived to an old age : his bair was
white, and his step tottering—but the
heart and mind were firm still. © His child-
ren were mafried or otherwise settled in
the world ; wealth had fallen to the share
of some, competency only to dhe lot of
others,

But sorrow—keen sorrow, now fell on
Ralp® Lucy died; and as he taw the
mould fall on the lowered coffin until it
was hidden from his view, he whispered,
s if to her who lay here: * I know what
¢ loss' is, now, dear wife., [ neverfeltils
meaning before,"

Boydell also lived to an old age. A
partinl recovery enabled him to return to
his howe—but he was no welcome guest
there.  Unkindness and want of care bad
the result Which might have been expec-
ted, he returned to the asylum, hopeless-
ly mad, and died there some years after-
wards, to the very evident relief of bis
wife and chiltren,

Now in all human prohahility these two
women worked the sequal 0

to _falﬁ
their respective hushands, ne by
her gentleness soothed the wounded spirit,
and, in seeking to bless him, sowed a full
harvest of blessings for herself,

Anyl the other ! truly didshe * cast her
seed upon the waters,” and “truly did
she find it after many days.” « It w '
the poisoned Upas-berry, takinggoot and
springing till the dgadiy tree castais de-
structive influence on those poor wretches
who sat beneath ils braoches.”

—--—L—---I—l'-—-
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LOVE NOTES.

Why is a man eating soup with a fork
like anothe; kissing his sweetheart -

Do you give it up 1

Because it takes so long to get enongh.

A noble love calls forth man’s highest
powers, and he knows himself the nearer
and dearer to her whom he loves, the
more worthy he is.

Lové, while It warms the heart and
fires the imagination; eolightens the mind
and purifies the soul; it néver emascu-
lates it; it not ouly inspires noble tho'ts,
bat stimulate® to great and noble deeds.

Love, like any true, noble, boly feeling | dignity

that warms, expands and esnobles tl:;
soul, iz its owm exceeding Tewar.

and being of an infinite wﬂvmly na-
ture, is a blessing i of posses-
nm, .

———— e ————— —
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A KENTUCKY KGG-EATER.

lice court, was a tall, robust, big-boned
yentuckian, from the vicinity of Casey-
Ville. He was charged with disorderly
conduct. The officer stated thathefound
bim * slashing around" in an eating-house
and arrested bim to preserve the peace.

“ What have you to say to this charge "
asked the court.

“ A might, that’s sartin,”” replied the
prisoner. * You see, squire, I'm astran-
ger here, from way down in old Kain-
tuck, and haint larned yer ways. Shall
I tell you now how I was kotched 1"

* We shall listen to you,” remarked
thé"Judge, who saw he had a character
hefore him and was disposed to let him
have vent.

“] go five that you'se a trump,” re-
plied l‘i:—ntnvk. “ But that's neithir here
nor thar.
kotched."

“ That's it."

“Wall, Squire, I cum to town yester-
day. 1 “spected not to stay long, sol
didn't go to narry a tavern. I got kind
‘o bungry tho," so I made a lunge for a
cating-howse. I sot down fo the table
and 1 axed for a dozenund a balf of eges,
and the critter who waited on the custo-
mers, opencd bis eyes, grinned, an' then
fetched 'em to me. They were good, but
[ wanted a little mixture. I called for
& cold beaf-steak—cold, Bquire, kuse its
sginany constitutional principles to ea$
meat hot. The fellow grinned and said
they han't got any. That kind a riled
me, but I kept my temper, an’ ordered
another dozen-an-a-half of eggs. The
chap snickered an’ said, *We ain’t got
no more eggs, old Kentuck ; you've eat
‘em all up. That get me bilin, and 1
Jnst squashed things for a while. That's
the hull on it, Squire, as sure as I am
from ole Kaintuck."

*Then you considered yourself aggri-
vited by the lest remark of the w

“ JJost so."

*“ How do you take your egg—Uboiled
ar fried 1

“ Fried—all the time fried, Squire.—
Biled eggs, "specially when they are hard,
don’t 8ot well on a feller's stomack."”

* ('an yon cat three dozenwof eggs at
one meal 1",

“Jist like a koile, an’ throw the sheils

All 1 ax is to have them fried.”
“Yon must be fond of eggs !

“Now hush Squire; you're techin wme
on & tender p'int.”

“Is it your practice to ‘squash’ things
when you get viled 2"

“ Not commonly, I'll tell you'what
it are, Squire, this is the firsttime in my
immortal days that I was ever locked in.

Let me out, an' Im off for old Kain-
tuck like a streak."”

“You are, ¢h 1"

“ Sartain a8 I'm from old Kaintack."”

** And you'll eaf no mers of our eggs!”

* Dasn the one, Squire.”

“Then you can take your bat and
start."”

“You'ra a hess,—old Kaintuck forev-
er,’’ yelled the Kentucky egg.eater as he
struted out of the court room with the
air of a prince, and amidst the hearty
Iauﬁhmr of all who had witnessed his
trial.

in.

AxeepoTe oF M'Donanp CLARKE,
THE MAD PogT.—Everybody remembers
M'Donald Clarke, who was well known
in few-\'urk. a few years since, as the
“Mad Poet.”” During the last years of

bis life, Clarke was made free of the As-
ltur House table, and oftentimes this er-
rant man of genius could be seen accep-
ling its hospitalities, when other doors
were closed on his fallen fortunes. Ev-
ery one knew Clarke by sight; and one
day while quietly taking his dinner, two
travellers, seating themselves opposite,
commenced a conversation intended for
the ears of Clarke. One said:

“YWell! I have been in New York two
months, and have seen all I wish {o
with one exception.” :

“Ah!" said theother, “what is that?”

“ M'Donald Clarke, the great poet,”
responded No. 1, with strong emphasis,

Clarke raised his eyes slowly from b

lste, and seeing the attention of the ta-

le was on him, stgod up plaging hix hand
over his heart, and bowing with great
gravity to the stran gaid :

" I” am M'Donald Clarke, the great

P'og:h traveller \gd in mock surprise,
gazed at him in siléfoe W mo-
ments, and then amidstran |  titter
of the company, drew from his p a
-quarter dollar, and laying it before Clarke,

It looked at him wit a smile—
Clarke raised the silence and

.wa%% drew

thenoe a shilling, which be deposited be-

| fore the traveller with these Words :

u Children, half price.” :
The titter to & roaf, and the
travellers ware missing intanter.

- -
BEH TEY COUNTRY'S, GOD'S AND TRUTELS.”

Among the prisoners ushered before the |
Judge one morning, in a Cincinnatti Po-

I'm to tell you how I was|

siter 1" |
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|  *“oLD HOSS, YOURE TOO LATE!

| An Arkansas correspondent of the St.
Louis Herald gets off the following :
’ This is a great country forijokes, and
| we bave just hed one which is too good
to keep. Early this morning there was
added to our company of travelers a pair
wha looked very like runaways ; the gen-
tlemun a tall, raw-boned specimen of the
half-horse, half-alligator class,” and the
lady a full match for him. Among the
| pussengers from” Napoleon is a solemn-
{locking gentleman who bad all along
| been taken for a preacher. About nine
fo'clock last night 1 was conversing with
the “reverend” individual, when a young
wan stepped up, and addressing him, re-
'marked, “ We're going to have a wed-
| ding, and would like to have you offici-
[ate,” * All right, sir,” he replied laugh-
lingly, and we stepped into the ladics
cahia, when sure enough, thegouple stood
waiting. There bad been some “kissing
games," and several mock marriages
gone through with during the evening,
and I supposed that this was merely 8
& continuation of the sport; and so tho't
the * preachier,” who, I could see, had a
goad deal of Lumor in Lim, and was in-
clined to prowote general good feeling
and merriment,  The ceuple stood be-
fore him a great deal more solemn than
was neeessary in a mock marriage, I
thought, and the * preacher” asked the
necessary questions, and then, proceed-
ing in the usual way, pronounced them
“hoshand and wife,” There was 2 good
deal of fun afterwards, and when it was
over 1 left the cabin—and so did the
“preacher,” who remarked to me that lie
liked to see two young folks enjoying
themselves, and Look a good deal of plens-
ure in confributing.o their fun; but he
| didn’t understend why they should select
{ bim to act the preacher,  Just then some
one called me aside, and the old gentle-
man stepped into bis state-room, which
{ wasmext to mine.  When Lreturned, the
door stood open, and the ‘4preacher”
stood just inside, with his cont and yest
off, and one hoot in bis hand, talking Wwith
the gentlewman who bad played the “at-
tendant,’ and who as I came up, remark-
ed, “Well, if that's the case, it's a good
joke; for they're in dead earnest, and
have retired to the same state-room."—
The old gentleman raised both his hands,
as he exclaimed, “ Good Heavens! you
don’t tell me so!™ and rushing, just as
he wes, hoot in hand, to the state-room
indicated, commer ced an essaylt on the
door as if he wonld batter it down, ex-
claiming at each lick, * For Heaven's
seke, don't! I ain't a preacher!”

The whole cabin was aromsed, every
state-room flying open with a slam; when
the doer opened, and the Arkansas trav-
eler, poking ont kis bead cooly remarked,
“ Old hoss, you're too late!"

e, —
HOW FRIVOLOUS WOMEN

|
|

ARE MADE.

There is a most pernicious babit into
which young girls are apt to fall, after
leaving school, when their education is
considered *finrished ;* (asif & woman's
education. ever was finished). I refer to
listless, mworbid, sentimental reveries;
long travels into dream land, till the ac-
tuul and real becomes insipid,” homely,
and repulsive. T know of no practice
more enervating to mind and body. It
is not ulways, 1 grant, a woman’s fanlt,
«0 many of whom are brought up to have
no higher aim in life than an eligible mat-
rimonial establishment ; no career, as
have their brothers, to look forward to;
but-werely, like a protty statve, to sit
still and be admired tll placed in some
new niche for the world's worship, ' Ney-
ertheless, woman may counteract this
baleful influence if' she will. If she tarn
a deal ear to those men who would flat-
ter her info remaining a fool, lest sho
might have intelligence encugh to become
troublesome to them ; and theso are the
men who are always opposiog intellec-
togl progress in  womem.. Life may be

et to any woman whe has sense and

age'sufficient to make it so; no mat-
ter what sphere she is fn, but not if

waste her time in reveries; or on rib-
s ; not if she take no o in-
ligent conversation, o 1
vift, like o flower on ]
wherever the current ap) to set the
stronigest. It is mournfully to he deplor-
ed, that so many young girls pass the
time between leaving sohool and marri-
age, in the listless, nimless, time-wasting

ImABNer, $0 COMMOn us; no
interest in the mtm qu the day
which concern the elevation of their owp
sex ; doing nothing in the way of fitting
themselves by mental culture, for the
‘rights,” which they cannot, and owghe
not to get, till they bave self-poise, and
intelligenee enough to kuow bow to valne
and ‘uso them discreetly. Would that

some gifted pen, or eloquent tongue would
rouse them to the destiny that mighe be
theirs if they would have it.

Taxsy Ferx.




