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SPEECH |
Of Dr. Duncan, of Ohio, |
On the Oregon Bill; delivered in the House
of Representatives, January 20, 1845.
The House having rosclved itself into a
Committee of the Whole on the state of the
Union, and faken up the above bill—
Mr. DUNCAN addressed the comnultcr-l
s follows:

Mr. Criatryax: There is no national am- |

bition greater than the ambition of nequiring

territory.  'T'hero

as the aequisition of territory. There is no
policy which so nm:ih noarandizes n nition
ag the acquisition ol feiniory, \'-‘lll'-.lf.‘:l' it bo
ncqliifed Ly eonquost, by purchage, or by
gession: nor is there dny policy
grood and a well-din l'..{'ll O
gecures so much happness, pre i
independence to the peeple. Tt tmth of
all this is to be fonnd in the histary of the
civilized and uncivilzod world.  The impor-
tance of the acquisition of ferritory, hoth in
a national and individanl sense, is inereased

et
Vil

wpnrity, il

ton-fuld when applied ton repnblicin govem-

ment. or n government of free institutions
and equal rights, couplod with the Fict that
whatever aequisition of torritory I8 made, lie-
fihe penple, and opons

vomes the propierty of s andl opzis
the wav for the spread of fice institufions

and personal liberty, .

Every citizen of a free zovernment looks
upon every acre of lil]i‘lilrill'.ll territory ns an
nequisition to his present fortune, and nk |
future inhoritance to Lis posierily, a8 s'-'c.t'm-_
an addition4) guaranty to the dutation of the
free principles of his governmenk With
these principles, to which I will have ngain

aren of upwards of five hundred thousand | time, and for some time subsequently, the
aquare miles; and i the proportion of tilla-| Pacific and southern Atlantic were filled
Lle and pasturz lands is what it is represent- | with pirates of most of the European go-
od fo be, it is capable of maintaining a popu- [ vernments, who pursued their iniquitous. vo-
lation of twenty milliona. cation, if' not by the authority of their go-

Hisrory.—It is through and by the his- | vernments, with but feeble and reluctant
tory of Oregon that we are to trace our title | restrnints.  Spain, from toe fact that she was
to that territory; and, before commencing | the first discoverer of the Pacific ocean, and
the history, permit me 1o refer to some prin- |its consts, claimed the exclusive right to
[eiples of national law which all eivilized na- | navigate, fish, and trade in the ocean and on

is no nationn]l measnre |
which so universally mests with the public
approbation in all governments, at oll times,

under 0 aft

|
sueh mnnner,

tions recognise, and have adopted as the
rules by which territory is secured and held,
and by which the pance and tranqnility, as
vell as tho rights, of nations are main‘ained.

S AN mankind have nn eqol right to thingsa
thnt hove not fullen into the hands of any oney

nnd these things bolong o the pesson who: firet

tnkewr pi ssionof them.  Whon, theretore, n na-

ton finds & eoun inhinhited aml without an

owner, itmny ko possession of ity and
es it ide Jnown 1 intens

11
' Yise " 11
.1.. denriviy] of

HAevidenin: 1N an

d with a ¢o

Vo s of lisiovory. Tumishe
sion from their sovereien, and moecting with je-
' . ;
nIE OFwioF Tnls ir ort sinte, hnve takon

ane of their nation;
widod
er firllowaed i-_\. a real poesession,”

| jgsessnion of il

I imed this title b

eatidetiod.

n uenal

iy T,
||""-,'rr\l,' I

ntlel,

| I need not refer to the well-known and
well-establishied  prineiple of pational law,
viz: that he who first discovers the month
of a river draining a country in a state of
nature, audd makes known his discovery, nod
the nation he represents in nreagonable time
takes pnssession, becomes the owner of al}
tlie territory dinined by such rivor,

It is Inid down in Vattal—

St the vight of possession 1‘-rr;|'['-|1-||!J||i.¢
two (hines: Hrar, the domain, in virtoo of which
the prtion alone may use the country for the sup-
ply of its necessitics, and muv ll.l.‘-li.-l'-l' of it in
nanl deriva from it sueh advantnees,

Yo refor, T will proceed to cousider the hill 11 |“.! i Pebplrp HRCLy M oing ok |-:h'
inis ] s . : vttt o | THEHE ol govereien eomtmiid, Dy which the nption
before us.  This bill f"f‘“d"'“ !:" Cremitig & orduins and remuluton, ot its plonsure, cvory thing
gnveruml‘-ll' in the Territory of Oregon. that preses in the eongire?
iy . S ( W y i 1
For the information of those who may [Purthe: by the snme nuikor:
cen hetlor onhoe- ¢ :
road me, (“'h” mny not liaye better op II s When oo nnlion tnkes [es wdof o colities
tunities,) T will give bricfly the LF"‘J_‘!‘IF_" thot neveryoi hele i anolhets 3 cansilar
atl the higtory of Oregnn; and firsty of tho | od ne poesoasing empire or sovercignty
H e 18 b, b 3 1 ntiho sanot v lan n
Groeitariy.—Oregon s sitnatead c-n.i: UL B . .I-I .l.'ﬂ. o
dia arallels of 1 will reforito ablished principles

Pacific ocenn, betweel nral
and Hddeg. 40min. of north Liitud o IOREN
on the west by the Pacifie
enst Ly the Rocky monntiing, |
by the river Celumbin and its .
stroams.  The eastern portion of Oreron 15
Loth hilly and mountainons.  Thereare !|ln'm- -
ranges of mountuins, the (":E-'I.‘l'-![ﬂ. IIh- .lllmz
Ridge, end the Rocky, running porall Lwith |
ilie const of the Pacific, gradanlly incrensing |
in height as they r.'r-r_',Iv.fm::l the oeenn. A
grroat portion of tho sail h.~h\'t-m‘1-1:'lEI:Hf
range of rsountuing and the cnast 1§ £2id 10
be of superior qualily, and friendly to the

1

It is drainad
trilsitary

-prutluctinn of most of our North American |

grains, planty, and (ruits. llrfﬂ of tln-:‘_r- who
lave visited the Oregon territory, uniio in
vopresanting it 13 posiessing many supenor
advantages in point of agriculture. trace. nnd
commerce. I lnve room for but :l_smwll por-
tion of the evidence in support of these ad-
vantages; but T cannot forbear infroducing
the evidenee of Licutenant Wilkes of the
United Stotes navy, o genll.man of command-
ing character for truth anil .\T‘T:'.i“i[}'. 7 well
as an experiencod e of :T.:n“tu which he
Yoars evidenmee, Licutennnt Wilkes spi :!?\:-
from personnl obscivation. I have raom _inl-.
hat a short extract of his description, which
he made, T say, from actunl  obscrvniion,
while in the eraploy of the govarament. He
81ys: . .

4 Few portions of the world, inny opinion, are

1o be found so rich in «oil, so deversifion in sur |I.-‘. <
]!'up]v.’ abade l1|

or 0 eapuble of being r.ln-_h_ rod 1! : ol
nn i'l'ltl'.‘.'.“'ilmﬂ ond  elvilize el _a-ul_mlT\. _|'i_r.
Beanty of ssenery and enliitaity of elimnte, i
not surpaased.  Ttis paoitlinty ndupted foran ng-
rienltiral nnd postoral people, and no porfion of
the warld beyand thet
vield so readily, with moderate lalor. to the wint
of man, Al the productions of tiie States, excopt
Tndinn corn, grow loxuriantiv, and produee abun-
|i.‘l|1||\'. 'l‘l\!'.-'\'p-‘liim ot of ruising maiz by ]1-_-|p
of irrigntion huil not bren sulliclont to determine
its productiveness, Oranzes, lemone,
porsegranates, and vegetables copmon to the
warm elimates, ean be cultivated here,  Tho trial
ling been already made, and faund to be sueeess-
ful. The eatton plant is =@nid to fourish well.
The raising of eattle and slieep must hecora on
oxtensive and profitnhle hnsiness, as no Iuhor is
raquired to store Weir food, or to furaish atables
in winter,”

Of the vesources in trade, he says:

wThe indigenons produets of Oregon are e
mense, They will for a long time eflord the

means of an extonsive and profitnble trade with |

the iglonds nnd consts of the Paeific,  Timber of
all ezsentinl kinds, exeopt walnut, and of :lnrlﬁr«;t
quality, is abondant, amd ean be easily obtained
and preparod for markot. )

w1t grows in grent profusion along tho banks
of boatabla rivers, into which fall smaller and
more rapid streams, which afford an endloss nuin-
tier of the most excellent willgents, '.|‘1||11-1'1"\\'|1|.
for nges to come, furnish a lending article of ox-
port. It enn be prepared atq smanll expense, nu_d
forwarded with o little delay. The demand s

roat, and must continue to increase ae the popu-
ation increnses along the const and onthe Pacifie
falands. The prices are high, and will not he
very likely to he much din inished.”

But, sir, I have neith ¢ time nor space for
either geographical or statistical details, I
1 had, T might adorn my speech with a
description of the best salmon fishing in the
world; with a climate as mild as Italy; with
plaing green and always growing; with hills
fertile and mantled with 1he most valuable
timber, and with lofiy mountains, cnvr:rcd
with elernal snaw, and pregnant with mine-
rals, as well ns a country feeming with wild
game and animals valnable for their fur.
Orogon is upwards of eight hundred miles
long from sonth to north, and npwards of
six hundred miles wide from east 1o west, or
from the summit of the Rocky menntains to
¢he shore of the Pacific; und eontains an

o, and un thie |

| @
e Ja I |

eitrons, |

[ natteml awiin
Wo were the first diseuvy

"l Orozon Territors

TeNILL.
d the first

wo a-

!\II I EaME g | A
1ho "”'3’:”': or .-H-'.'L‘.n.:":1!:.', and the do-
maing we havo the possession and the right
cand we are abile to maintain both.
ed to prove by the histery, hyst
ternatkine that we have more claims o title
han thase of direnvery and pos
> piglht by purehase and by contiguity, any

0 i!h:: 08

[nee

$on, Viz:

und by

"
s K .

Mmrers

contigoity 1w 40 8]

1 will not pesplox my |
ers with nspe Ic
navieord anl t'_\[-!' |
[ unel dites conueeted with the history of i
discovery of the northwestern coust of the
Pucific. I will confine mysell’ to a few of
the most prominent, and those best identified
with the history of American discoveries.

nor my read-
led neeonnt of the

na, figires, (aete,

-'_f' 0nria

Mexico, (ov sach paris of it ns were con-
quered,) Spain pushed her discoveries in the
Pacifie, and particularly wlong the ezstern
Her first diseoveries were the coss!,
| buys, and hnibors of Califuraii, on which
she made euily setilements as far north as
2 denveea,

its consts, This exclusive right wes denied,
and was denounced as an odious monopoly
by thie otlier Eutopean governments; hence
{the aputhy in the restraints upon piricy.
That piracy was ealled free trade, and the
pirtes were called free-traders; and that
[free-tinde  consisted in plundering every
Spaiien town on iho coast of the H[mﬂishi
Amarican and Picific coasty, ag well as cap- |
taring and plidering every Spanish
vither un the Pacilic const or sonth Atlantic
Afier Drake had plondered every
ftown on the Pacific const which he eould
rench or find, and londing his vessel with
costly, rich, and valuable spoils, he tuined
his fice townrds Enolund; but, fearing his
{ passnge might be arrested by the Spanish
vessels in doubling Cape Homn, he deter-
mined to return home by the Cape of Good
TTupe. . e suilad north as far as the 424 or
43d degreo; but the weather being stormy
and cold, and his men suffering therefrom in
| consequence of the sudden trans
sontnern 16 2 northern latitude, he sailed
south as far as the 38th deg., where he luud-
ed on the Pacific consty refitted his vessel,

0
e 7O A

pretended to take possession of the country [anything else which he had,
in the name of the erown of Great Britain, |its value for

coast north of the 43d or 441h degrer, whicl, 1o give foree to argument, or to concesl the want

were the limit of the discoveries of Cilirelo "F' it.  Duthwoe it Teng that wo lind openid any of
¥1 . : those sourees, of mollo o ui ¢ inltiont 4

and Viscaino, But about that time, the|y, usidty ) Mingle noquisition? An

Spaniards were alarmed at the encroachments
making by the Russiong on the Pacific consl,
and on those parts which they had discovered,
and considered as poculiarly Lolonging to
them; and, anxious to extend the Spanish |
dominions north of Californin, to the exelu-
gion of all otliers, they ordered several ex-
peditions, both in the yenrs 1774 and 1775.
All the expeditions were directed to proceed
as far north as the 65th degren of latitude,
and to particnlarly examine the coust be-
tween the 44th and 651l degrees: all souil |
of that having been discovered befure, us sl-
ready yemarked, by Cibrelo and Viseniuo.
Juan Perez commanded the first expedition
-'rl1'.|!‘! 1].i.‘~ new .“:J‘r.n:ﬂl. r'\.('.iw-m:-n‘.. *.'.'_'m did
not confinue the expadition beyond
degree, when lie sailed south to 443 dogrees
where lie discovered a commadions bay,
which he called Port San Lorenze. He re-
mained some time ol (b port, and traded
with the Indians. This was tho first
made at this port by any Buropean. r

Four yoears after this discovery, Capt, |
Cacok, 1o whom 1 have had occesion to allude, |
in his first voyage (o the Pacific visited ll,r.:i
bay, and reported himsgelf as having been |
the discoverer: buty in his report, 1elntes n|
fact that of iteelf’ desivoys all Lis elaims to
discovery.  Ile, (oo, traded with the Tndians;
and, in his report, steted that the Jndians
were well acquainted with the use of iron,
and preferred 1o trade fur it in praforenc

Iig wse, and
, they learned

the G1il

their purposos

and on hehall” of lis corrupt, eriminal, and |four years before that from thie Spaninrda,

adulterons mistress, Queen Fl=abeth: and | 8o fir it is
Uty | niards were the first discoverers of all the

to aceept and receive homage nnd 1o

well established that the Spa- |

| from the stupid, ignorant, and niked savages. | Pacific const as far as the 54ih degree t.I‘|
[ Al this was vain and eoitemptible lummery ; | north latitude, [

| for, as | before stated, the Pacif ¢ coast be-

tween the 424 degroe of narth latitude sud) expedition sailed for the purpeses of explora-

[ the southem limits of Califoruin, together
with the gulf, adjucent country and the entire
region drained by the Colorado river, had
heen discoverad, possessed, and was then
ocenpicd, by the Spaniards. Towns had
;' oon creefed, senca!s established, churchies
[ Imilt, as well as commerce, trade, and agri-
{eulture sot in operation.  And yet, with all
thege well known faets staring them in the
fice, the British ministers, in all the conven-
fions and negotiations with onr Awmerican
ministers on the subject of tha title, posses-
{sion and occupincy of Oregon, lave the
[temerity. to set up a claim founded wpon the
| discovery of Franeis Drake!  Saeh a claim

tand all of which is better than Great Britain | to title could only be the offspring of stupi-
[eatt show. OF our right by purcha

!flily or fraud,  The claim is worthy of him
whose discovery gi\'es it m'igiu: who waos
liimsell but a robber and a plunderer.

[ere is a point at which 1 may refer to
one of the principles of nntionnl law whiclh 1
Iimeyx-ululi; wihich is, “ that when a country
| is discovered, i it is the intention of the
| country making the discovery to avail itself
|ni' ithat discovery, it must nol only make
|

But still luter-—thar is_ i Y45 _snotlier
tion, which' procceded newli s fur as De
PPucn’s sound. Now I have lo spenk |
ther title, which is brauighed st all um

ventions for the sertlemenmt of the Ui't-f_':lrr
question, that is, the title founded on tl
dis covery of ('.rl . ook,

aood s the 1 fuunded u:
coveries, both without for
other purpose il 1di
tion. [ hav o objeets of Cook's
voyage, and the injunctions lie wos under o
preceed withoat delay to thie 65th degree of
sorth latitade: | have olso stated that e |
put in at port San Lorenzo to take in refresh:
ments, and to supply with weed aund waler
He, too, went through the idle ccremony of
tuking poszession in the name of Lis master,
and changed the name of the bay to that of
King Ceorge’s sound; but he was near four
years toe late; the Spaniards had four years
the startat” him.  All the navigators of which
[ hiave spokony and many more of which |1
have not time lo speek, pussed along the
Pucific const finm the Gull’ of California (o
the 63th degree of north latitude,  withous

This is nbout 1 |

on Drake's dis

vae thinp

: known its intention to possess, but must | discovering the mouth of the Columbin river,
[ Soon afier the discovery and conquest of| aetually possess and occupy the same in a|or without knowing that the vast fertitory on

short time.” How was it in the cnse of
Denkie's diseovery?  Did Great Britain avail
| hevself of his discovery and pretended pos-
session, by following them up with oceu-
| paney * in ashort time? 1 believe Captain
Ceok was the next English navigator who
ttempted explorntions en the Pacific coast;

the heed of the Gulf 4
moitly of Colorido slvery nnd so curly as, | mlily were o attempt no discoveries south
ar prior to, 1774 or 1775, teok posscssion of, | of tiie 65th degree of nerth latitude.  The

and ceenpied Friendly cove, or Nootka sound,
between the 4th and 50th degrees of north
lutitade.  The leading objoet with the Span-
ish navigators, as well as subsgequent navige-

sole oljoct of Cook’s voyage w78 to effect
[1lie anxions olijret of securing a passage from

imr.- Pucific to the northern Atlantic; and |

liig operations were 1o be confined north of

tora of other nntions, as first was to discover [ the 65th degree—south of which it was

topics enn be found that will [ 4 north passage from the Paeific to the At-] known

[ lantic oetan, with a view o avoid ko din-
| Heis, time, aud expense of deubling the Cape
{ of Good Hope, 0 the prosectiticn of Chinese
[ commerce; and for many years alter the dis-
covery nnd poss m ol California, hut
little aftention was bestowed dpon disco-
veries of the northwest Pacilic coast, south
of the 53th or 60th degree of north lutitude,
Navigniors generally satisfied  themsclves

thete  was no ('.ﬂll"l'lill'l; ‘:lliﬂll.—‘
[ Drake’s plundering expedition was in the
[ years 15784, thirty-five venrs after the ex-
ploring expedition of Cabrely und Ferrelo.
| Cook's expedition commenced in 1770—
iliat is, ena hundred and ninety-eight years
after Diake’s.  During all that time I do no
know that we have any evidence that a sub-
ject of Great Britain trod Oregon soil.  Was
{that taking possession of and oceupying, ¥ in

with suiling within sight of the coas!; few of | a short time,” the pretended discoveries of
3 . ‘ | [ .

them stopping to examine inlets or bays, ex- | Prancis Drake?  Drake and his corrupt pa-

cept for the purpese of refreshments or refit- | (roness had heen dead a hundred and fifty

ting, and no suitable and sale harbors pre-
senting themselves
Nootka sound, all eritical examinations were
negleeted.  Whatever preference 1o title
the mere ¢ uising along a const, and secing
the land at a great distance, may give (o he
first discoverers, Spain lias that preference
to all the northwest Pacifie region, from the
124 to the B5th dearee of north latitude, for
she first navigated the Pacific ocean, and
first discovered the coast in question, having

13

| Californin, from the sources of the Colorado
in the 424 dogree of north latitude, to its
southern limits.

In 1543 (for | pass many voyages, because
they are unimportant) two Spanish vessels,
commanded by Cabrelo and Ferrelo (the
former of whom died on the voyage) pushed
their discoveries g Fir us 48 or 44 degrees,
making a superficial swrvey of the Pacific
const to that distance; bat, like thosz who

any thing but the coast, on which they oc-
sasionally landed for refreshments, or for
wood and water. In 1578 Sir Prancis Drake
arvived in the Pacific. Drake was a bue-
caneer and a pitate, by the authosity of Qeen
Elizabeth, who privately connived atand pri-
vately assisted hira in his expedition, which
hnd plunder for its principal object. At that

before discovered and possossed hersell of

years before Cook’s voyage. Dverything

[ ns well as ont of England had bheen consigu-
ad 1o the dust of earth more than a hun-
dred years, [ repeat, that was not taking
possession and ocenpying soon after Drako's
dizcovery; and no fitle is gained to Greal
Britain. even if Drake’s discovery and his
possession were worth anything at the time
[it purports to have been made: And yel;
strange 1o say, Diake’s discovery of Califor-
nia furnishes title to Great Rritain for the
| Oregon Tertitory? Bt in all our conven-
[ tions with the commissioners of Great Britain
on the subject of Oregon, we are presented
with a title by the British negotintors derived
from Cosl’s discoverios; and this lepds me
to return to Spanish navigators, explorations,
discoveries, and rights.
Between the tima of Drake’s nnd Cook's
expeditions, owing to wars and rumors of
| wars, national embarrissments, emply eoffers

had preceded them, made no discovery of | and exhansted treasuries, the sprit of disco-

very died for near a eentury; and when the
untional tempests subsided, the same spirit
wis revived; and Spain was the first fo take
the lead, as well to reviving her ancient dis-
[ caveries on the Pacific ns to discover a north-
[ westorn passage.  Here, agiin, Spain was
||uu fast for Jolm Ball, Pror to 1994, no
' gpanish navigator bad examined the Pacific

the cast side of the Pacific was drained by
any other river than the Colorado, which
has its outlet by the gull’ of that name, awd

tdesolation were thregtened 1o :H'{,-..;y_

honaratile wontlemun whao
before: him had put

wurounds

apolee immedintely
question npon i e

* Ha ' antacion of the speakors
wha preeoide woen thi e side, 1 himel
i . : . :
talkind of gaiving nnil neg g3 bty in the pros

ens of hie

rgnment, he | very proporly stated
that we had acquired nothing, but only obitained
wecurity for white we posscescd before,”

W Wan the ex

o our riglits bes
venh t extont wore they

now securcd tovis! Wo exsed nnd oxercisoid
P ireo novigntion of the Pueifis without
lmiintion.  'We posnessed sind oxer-
] lisherive it the
This cs '

s HWne nof

oy,

tiinierd
1 prayin
i notne of wn e
on of part of these right

shtninel, T 1
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b were daly
disgrnced by thio
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o Iu
The

Hogin wesnll

A P

thrgangr whiad it

aottlo in apv
\ T r P
Y T ||I| I|l!'.|

i cyiot « tiid we are
peatitn plnces only
na  TNin was on limfor-
i tighe of fishing
ox 13 i now (it Loo,
wa rarried o within cortad

iptn pes
of mnking
build 1

proper. S

of the gltlomon*s,  Our right
geltletionts wes not. os now, n right
it to plang e if
| ¥ these wern 1
Wit vefefence to tho i
Spanish Americo, Mr. Fox says:
ot point, wo have guined goililiie ¥
hnwn renonipeed the right of perman settlemopd
on the whole vxtent of 8o Anierica, aid whete
¢ i 1] whet
the admitted righe of soulemont on th finrtlswpet
const eommenced was comipletely nadefineds i
was said nt Nootln, bor e Jdid
: i )

thonght

st

lutits of

not hoow that

tized to

navigraut ¢ 1 aenA, namo-
lested, for the purgics o ot r ot onrfisheries,
and to lan |_. I .iz_- e i & for the pure
[1ose of trading \L.IIL [FII- uatives: but, afrer this
jlompous foeo wn of richt to novigntion, fighe
e and cott mies ancther nrtels whieh
fo ke s it of lnnding and ercering even
puriry frate tor ooy pomp but that of eaypy=
g on tho fishi amd mmounig 1o n .'-.:_.|.||l ¥
loreliction of o)l i Lo wettle inowny way ol
e putpose of eommerce with the upal . In

wincing oll fighi to make sevtlomont
enea, we limd given to Spain whnt sh
red inestimablo, and lod i
ited with dross.!

That ¥ owy
ture of W0 B
by the Spanish Ad;

faith
CONi-

retutn bovn cons

irought abont Ly the cap-
1h vess ls

it \-‘r(l”’\-’i .‘H-\IIH!.
Murtiney, owing to
by the
d
e cnplures wure
to hia Britan-
War and
The
insult fo the pretended mistress of the ocenn
wag of such a charmelor ns searcely to ndmit
of negotiation.  Newotiiution was, howover
submitted to, nnd lofty as the pretentions and
claims of Great Britnin were, we sce to what
they were dwindled.  England lost much,
and Spain gained much, by the negotintion,
The whole affuir was inglorious to England,
but honorable and advautageous to Bpiin—
Finglaud lost mueh, and Spain gained much,
What title did Eoghind gain to soil or domin-
ion on the Paciffe coost by (his treaty? Isit
contended that she gained a Il'lll|l(‘ll'i-ll'y right
lln oceupy it forthe purposes of fishing, hunt-
{ ingy and trading with the natives in plices
not cecupicd by the Sponish? If so, those

12 anil |-i:r‘.'.!|-_-'_!. =

1 navigntors, which Spein contes
ere exclusively heiz. Tl
regarded usa cl.'-,:r'-li-u I
nic miljesty and the DB

has i1g souiee in the 42d degree of north la-
titude.

I present another title, wliel is alsn
Lrandished in our Oregon eonvenlions; and

amil Lis instructions from the eourt of admi- | ihat is the tile derived from e treaty

of Noutkn sound, (forinerly port San Lorenzo,
or I'riendly Cove:) by whiel treaty the Bii-
tish claim the rght of trading and fishing in
and upen the Pacific consis; and, Oregon
Lieing n part of the Pacific cousts, therefore
they cluim to have the same right to fish,
hunt, and trade now, that the Spaniards bud,
and that we now have, which they say were
sceurgd 1o them by that treaty.  Troe, there
was a trealy ealled the Nootka teonty, and,
owing to tha exhansted state of the Spanisli
treasury, Spain was compelled to submit tu

sperous cireumstanees, would not have done;
but no more pewers or priviloges wero sur-
rendered to Inglind by hat treaty than
what she befure enjoyved; and, above all, no
moie snrrender of sovercignly wis made of
any possessions which Spuin had  aequired,
except a small spot of ground. and perlmps
the remaing of o shanty or hut, which a Bri-

betwoen Californin and | that lived on the face of the earth, in England, | ish navigator by the name of Mears elaimed

[to have prrchosed of an Indian chief, b
which the chief and his whele tribe denied
they ever sold to him.

To show the value of the Nootka frealy.
[ &an do nothing better than intreduce a parl

the stibiect.  An nddress was moved i the
Honse of Communs 1o the King, to congra-

from the Nootka trealy in the filowing
words, viz:

A rl_hl.‘}‘ (tll\- Huonee of {'_'.||||u|u|:y.) AYe Cager 1o
cmbinee the firse dupogrianity of offering 1o his
Majesty their cordinl congratulations on so eatis-
factory an issue of the Inte negotintion, which has
continued to these kingdoms the blessi i
pence, has maintmined the honor of his X ty's
Crown, by providing an adéquate 1 paration for
the viplence wlhitith was conunitied nt :\'-‘[rl'ﬁn‘
and hns eecturcd to his Mnjesty's subjeets the
exercise of their navigation. commerce nnd fishe-
ries in those parts of tho ®oyld which were the
subjrets of discuss

Mr. Fox opposed this address, as seen by
the fullowing extrocts of his speech:

“ In the early part of the debate. we honrd
nothing  but thodomontad
nothing but of new sourecs of trade ; new olijeens
of entorprises new ocenns, and now  eowlinents
apened to the activity of our merchante, nod the
vouthre of our =ailors, Suoech flowers of rhotorie

were elesant embellishinents, equally convenient

some conditions which she, under more pro- |

of the debntes in the Biitish Parlivment o5

tulate lim wpen the advantages, &e., derived !

about wequisitions |
|

rights whizh were only sequited by lread

| were liable to e terminated by trealy, or by
]. war, which terminates ull treatics; wnd they
| ware so terminated, and were never renewed.
Four years aflei the tiealy, o war Lroke out
between Spain and Fngland, which put an
end tothut treaty, and all others exsting be-
tweon them, with all their eonditions.  Such
is the charaeter of the British title to Ore-
ann, socured by the Neotka treaty, good for
no other purpose but to brandish 6 a con-
vention.  Mears and Vaneouver were Biri-
tish navigators, but made no discoveries on
the Pacific const, within the Fmnits of 42 and
55 degrees of north Intitude, whieh were
not made bufore.

Vaneouver wae the latos! of the fwe, and

| firured on the Pocific in 17892, OF tliig na-
rviitor I will have oceasion to speak, He
| was an honest man, and will be useful 1o ns
in the support of our elaim 1o Oregon.  OF
Mears I will not spenk. He was a wain
man, who locked more fo u provd nams and
a lofty character, than either o the trath of
ueelul discoverics.
[ I nowecome tospeak of Awmerican diseo-
{veries and of American titles to the Torrite
ry of Oreron,  Permit e to refer 1o hat
| principle of national law which Tbefore pre-
{sented, that secures 10 the firat discoverer of
the month of o river the territory which it
drains,

In the latter v I have Leen
speaking, Aunerican enterprise found its way
into the Pacific; and although not stimulated
by the Jefiy Lopes of [ounding cmpires,
planting colonies, and discovering northwast
passiges to eouple the Western and Indian
veeans, yet were successful in gaining ob-
jects fur more valuable than were attained
by these who were more ambitious, In the
vear 1787 the Columibia was fitted out by
| some enterprising citizens of Boston for
Pacific expedition.  The commamd of the
Columbia, was given (o Caplain Gra¥, a na-
tive of tho. Uniled States, and a eitiven of
Boston.  Cuptain Gruy, while coasting on
the Pacifie, convineed himself that the sortls
wostern continent wes dmined by a lurge
river, the mouth of which he discovorad i
the norih el of 40t degrees, Al
though Le at first was unuble 1o enter the
river, uwing o the temposioons weather and
the breakers near the sionth of the rivery
ocess oned by the Pecitie wind and the fores

i1 it of the river, yot he ussured
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