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Sqeual Burdens—the Constitution and its Currency.
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tions, and, perhaps, by those who bad »
pecuniary interest in the result of the
applications thus made, which was eon.
cealed. "Phey have doubiless been ac-
compeanied, with esshrances favorable to
the succesgof the spplieayons, not sl
ways consiatent with truth; and, in some
instances, produced the desired
result.  Mad such applications been
notorious, it is thought, remonstrances
would have atdinnrily prevented imposi-
tion, as the Executive would have had
both sides of the question before him,
when he came to'determine whelher »
pardon should bo granted of not. This
section copi@aplates legislation, . It con-
fers this power npon the Governor, “sub-
Jject to such regulations ss 1o the manner
of applying for pardons, 2s may be pre-
scribed by law.”

It has oegirred to me, that it might be
well to previde, that no application for
pardon should bereafter be considered by
the Goveror, without satisfactory evi-
dence that notice had been given to the
Prosecuting Altwmey of the county,
where the conviction took place, of the
intended application, and for a reasona-
ble time; or, perhaps the publication in
a newspapef, or advertisement in some
public place, may be deemed more
appropriate. Cases of exireme exigency,
however, ag denger 1o life. from delay in
the exercise of the pardoning power,
should be permitted to form exceptions
to the general role.

As the Executives who have preceded
me, wilh pérliaps one exception, have
nevor established any specific regulations,
1 feel myself unwarranted in doing so,
without the “express authority of law,
-although it would prevent, as it is be.
lieved; much ' annoyance, by the less
frequency of unmerited applications,
The 4th article of the new. Constity-
tion prescribes the great omlines for the
organization of the judicial deparimen
of the government. 1 approach it with
diffidence,! It is 1he only sheet-anchor
of our. hopes for safety. and justice, in
times of oxcitement and peril. Is
powers and duties shoull always be
commensurale with the ohjecs of its in-
stitution that it may protect innocence,
punish guilty and afford 1edrese for every
substantial gtievance, There can, from
the frailtiss of human nature, be nv such
}.lhi ; und® fige institations, a4 e quist,
orderly, and. [aw-dbiding commuanmty, un-
less reliance can he piaced in the strong
arm of a judiciary, to aiford security; aml
such departmen: must then possess the
full confidence of the community, for
impartiality, competency and integrity.
It is worthy of remark, however, that
since tha origanization of the Sinte gov-
ernment, embracing half a century, no
Judge in Ohiv has been convicted of
bribery or corruption in offize, und but
very few ecases, it is believed, have oc-
curred in the United States, since the
commencement ul the revolution,

A bill fixing the times [or holding the
judicial courts ought not to ba long de.
layed. Beyond ihis, ample time should
be taken, to revise the old or mawre s
new judicial system, designed to be per.
manent, aod such as is required 10 define
more fully the powers and duties of the
severil cours of record in term time, or
of the judges, at their chambers.
Haste, in this bill, muy be prejudicial
to the public interesi; sufficient delay 10
fully mature the aystem will be of but
little inconvenience, for the Constitution
has declared the old law shall remain in
force, except when in conflict with ii,
until repealed by the General Assembly.
The old law, with few exceptions, is,
therafore, now in force, ¢an and must be
applied for the direction of the  new 'or-
genizations, unless & new system shall
be substituted, before the times, which
sha!l be assigned for holding the new
courts, shall arrive,

As to the jurisdictions of the Suprema
Court, District Courts, and Courts of
Gommon Pleas, I sm not aware, tha
any substantial changes or modifieations
from the jurisdictions of the severn
courts to which they are, by the Consi-
tution, made the successors, are either
contemplated orwould be desirahle,
The Supreme Court will hold i ses-
sions only at Columbus, or, at mosi, ip
but few places; remote from many coun
ries in the Siate, nnd to give it a genenal
jurisdiction. for the irial of eases would be
onerous and expensive fo parues litigant,
residing 8 a distance.

It ‘was doubiless the intention, tha
justice ghall be caried home to every
rean's door; or, in other words, thar the
business of the courts ul justice should be
done in the counties where the purties
reside, and that the Supreme Cour
shall be a Court of dernier resort, where
questions reserved by the District courts
writs of ertor or appesls in chancery,
should be finally determived.

neither economy nor. the principles of
justice require them to be prosecuted in
either of the Superior Courta of record.
Probate J::;.l?u, with o jury, if desired,
may be ely clothed with criminal
jurisdietion in all such cases. and, as that
court is 1o be at all times opon, u speedy
trial may ba had, and justico adminig-
tered, w{lw denial or delay. Justices

For the commission of inferior offences, | T

of the Ponge may he invesied with a like
jurisdiction, without prejudice to the
secority of the accused, and without de
triment to the public interest.

Provision ehould, slso, be made, by
law, declaring who shall be the Chier
Justice of t*e SBupreme Court, who shall
preside in the District Conns, when o
judge of the Supreme Court ig or is not
present, and in the Courts! of Common
Plens, If holden by more than one of the
judges,

In estiblishing suy judicial system by
which the practice of 1he judicial couris
is to ba regulated or controlled, the faet
should be borne in mind, that it is make
tha dury of the present General Aseembly
to provide for the appointment of a Board
of Commissioners and to prescribe their
duties, among which they are 10 report a
uniform coursa of proceedings in the
adminigtration of jostice, without refer-
ence to any distinction between law and
equity, and, as far as practicable and ex-
pedient, the distinel forms of sctions at
law are to be abolished, and pleadings
and forms of proceeding in courts of
record are 1o be simplified and abridged.
By keeping this in view, your legislation
will of cotirse be such that this pruvision
of the Constitution may be carried out,
by the Commissioners, and their labors
not lost, as they sball from fime 1o time
make their report 1o the General Assem.
bly for its finul action thereon.

The Gth article of the Conatitution is
imperative on the Geueral Assembly 1o
provide for an efficient system of Com-
mon Schools throughout the State, This
is, certainly, one of the most interesting
subjects which ean occipy your consi-
deration, or that of tie American people.
Under systems like ours, where the real
sovereignty is with the citizen, and he
rules himself—whero government ia
upheld or put down by the opinions of
the people, expressed through the *salf-
tenovating power of the ballot box,” and
not by violence —light, knowledge, in-
telligence, science, ure essentially neces-
sary to be widely spread, among the
masses of the commurity. A common
English education is within the reach of
all, and is, al lesst, indispensible to the
happinees, safety and prosperity of 1he
Biate, Experience hes shown, thet
edacation, with the messes ulltlie people,
affurds in'l.i)dnil.sly more protection 1o k-
‘beriys good morals, and more securil
to the n‘g!hu'ﬂ'ﬁmg?ﬁlhan all' 1lie cﬁm{
inal * enactments that bave ever been
made, or prisons that have beenfbuilt,

If we desire \he tising generation 1o
be virtuous, lovers of freedom, and to
cherish our iostitutions, which we must
gsoon leave behind; if oivilizarion, intel-
lectunl enjoyment,substntial refinement,
love of oder and' prosperily sre (o be
leading chamciersistics with those whe
are o succeed us, the means musi be
provided, and au efficient Common
School system devised, The youth of
the Btate must be educated and ingtruc-
ted in habits of useful and industrial pur-
suits, for habits formed in early life are
likely to follow 10 its close,

The constitution has very wigely pro-
vided for the inviolability of the principal
of the school funds, which now are, ot
hereafier shall be, uoder control of the
General Assembly, and for the faithtul
application of the income to the purposes
designed. It has also declared that such
sums shall be raised by taxatinn, or other-
wise, n8 with the income of the school
trust fund, will secore sn efficient system
of common schools throughout the Site;
and this constitution the representatives
of the people have solemnly sworn 1o
support,

For the amount and condition of all
monies and grants for schoo! purposes,
the General Assembly is referred to the
report of the Secretary of Btate, It is
respectfully recommended that every
school district should be required to have
a gchool keptin i1, from the first of De.
cember until the firm of April, in each
and every year, and that parents or guard
ians, and all others, enmusied witk the
custody of children, should be required
10 send them 10 sume school for w
least three months of that time, unless
fur good cause encused by the direciors.
It is likewise suggested thst some me-
thud should be pravided better suited
than the ane now in force, lo prevent the
emplayment of all but competent teach-
ers, and thoss of unexceptivnable moral
churacler. .

I believe it to be true, that children,
in the habit of attending school become
fond of it. The desire to learn increnses,
If 1he foundation be laid in youth, every
one of either sex, us a general rule, snd

possessed of a common English eduda
tion, may be intelligent and intellecinal.
There ig leisuré sufficient from the em.
ployment of all, if the disposition exisi,

he General Assembly might do  much

to improve our common schools and 1o

viding for suitable libraries in
In Massachusetts

nished by the Siate with Webstet's Dic:
lionary, as the work -of ertho-

in any ordinary condition, may become |d

recommended by & committew of
gnw Yotk Legislatare for the m
iate, 7.
It is ndmitted to be the most nltnu“
work of the kind extant hy the learned
men both here snd in Earope; and iw
general use in our schools would break
down all provineinlisms, so 1o spenk,
produce uniformity and elegance in the
use of our langwsge, Words would thes
be used by every one, in the sime sense,
in which they are defined by that able
lexicogmapher. : .y
Much might also be done by the Gon,
eral Ass-mbly to. enconrage literary
taste, by small sid, from time 1o time,, for
the purchase of books, periodicals and
newspapors [or permanent literary asén.
ciations, lycenims and clubs, in our_eitiey
and towns, It would certainly liave &
tendency to pravent dissipation by ‘the
desertion of places tending to immorali-
ties, and causo young men fo Store th
minds with useful knowledge and  elo-
vate theméelves in their own uf!f"ﬂjiﬂf
and self-respoet. P
Again 1 would say. Tet the massew be
educated, Send information and |
means of instruction among all
of our prople unable to provide it, and
your jails will becoms tenantless, apd
your penitentinry greatly diminish fn its
occupants. The songs of riot and ' de-
bauchery wil) be saldom heard’ in your
streetn, and your Executive will gacipe
the constant ennpyahce of parentd, wives
and children, for some ignorsnt sad
craced, bot still ' cherished t, ‘who
has forfeited hin liberty to satisly the
claima of justice, '
My predecessor, in his last anposl
message, among other things, fecom—
mended a thorough revision oﬂbe schoo)
laws, He remarks: “The law ~which
now professes 1o regulute this system has
been in force for many years, T hak
underzone many alterations: s printed
in many diffurent voluies of the Statutes
and is thus made difficalt’ {0 be' found,
ond still more difficult to 'be undersiood
by the grest majority of pertnns. whoss
duty it professes to paint out” Ir
I'fully coneur with him in opiniop and
the entire suliject is earnesily nnd
fully recommended to tha “oarly wnd
deliberate consideration of the ‘General
Assombly, withthe Toll eonvietion, thut
the people of Ohio will cheerfully sabmit
to any reasonable burthens thar muy “be
impeesd, in aid of the school fund, and
which shall be faithfutly applisd to-the
purposes [ common schools, bolieving
88 llw! justly do, that it would relieve
them {rom other burthens, ina, ]
which are now levied to secnre the fa
ful and  prompt administration of penal
laws, !
Anotlier subject of very great con—
sideration and regard in every humame
and sensible community is that ofsuits
necommodation for the insane, hling
denfand dumb. ‘The Constitution dec-
lares thatinatitations for these unfortuna-
te cliwsses in society shall always be
fostered supported by the State. Of the
mansgement of these insiilutions, the
past year, there is no complaint. They
have been conducted with ability, in-
tegrity and ‘skill.  For full particutars, 1
must reler you to the seversl re
which 1 have caused to be laid before
you, and recommend them to your coa-
sidemtior, mnd the institutions to
liberal suppost. Neither is it belioved, by
any means, to be adequate for the accom-
modation of all that common justice’ re-
quires should become i iomates; Ae-
commodations for the insane are
deficient! 1t is-cortain that bat u smell
purtion of those equally entitled, ean be
received into the Luoatic Asylum for
want of room. For ‘his cause, alone,
nomerous applications, and not  un/fre—
quently attended with distressing circuma-
tances, are rejected. [t 18 believed' by
those who' have paid atiention to the sub-
ject, that insanity has increased over pre-
viously existing periods, within the ' last
few years; the reason for this increase
does not appear to be will ascertained,
when it ta shown by the most incontrp-
vertiblo sintistical tabilos, that so a
proportion of those who sre received 4t
an early stage of the disease, at the Asy-
lums, provided with suitable secommoda-
tians. aod ueated withkindness snd care,
are entirely testored, every faeling of
lumanity, sad, certaialy, -obligations of
duty o this unfiorranate class of our peo-
ple, should prompt us 1o eatly action jm -
their bebolf—1hey should ba suppors

ni.the expence of the, State, anc ;:,in
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worthy, at leasl, of seripus,
whether any one should ba tur

This is proved by ‘Thonmn
imimhﬁ. for the o, of o
raspecia standi 1

entire Union, h’ﬂ o 08
ment is whe  of the

promofe the cause of education, by pro-{man

school district, such ss would be adupted | 4918,
1o the capacities and tanies of yomh, | =¥
exery school is fur-| E

graphy and pronunciation. The sime is




