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POETRY.
DEMOCRATIC HYMN.

Ain paeilles Hymn.
Raise every voice—in songs of gladoess;
Letus swell the choral strain;

This hour we'll know not gloom or sadness,
Our country calls, nor calls in vain!

Our country calls, nor calls in vain!
Shall the Whig hosts that now surround us,
Whose falsghoods fall like summer rain,

Triumph o'er principle again?
No!= by the ties that long have bound us,
We swear—we swear Lo save
Fair Freedom from her grave!
Thenon! then on! all hearts resolved
On victery oncemoré}

We saw the sword of ruin gleaming,
In a bold and reckless hand;
We saw triumphant banners stresming:
0’er our wrecked hopes—our prostraté land—
©O'er our wrecked hopes—our prostrate land—
¥Fraud, fulsehood, vilest degradation
Marked the Whig friumpheo’er.the free;
But 'mid their flushiof victory,
Heaven baréd its i to vave a nation!
Again, again our loe,
Well strive: to overthrow !
Then on! thenon! all hearts resolved
On victory once more!

Again the o’erbearing foe advances,
*Stooping to conquer’—haughty boast!
Their banner in the sunlight glances
With emblems true of such a host!
With emblems true of such a host!
¢ On—on they come, still «mischief breeding;"
LA styraat” grew, a “ruffian band,"”
"o affright and dedolate the land,
. While peace and liberty lie bleeding;
Toarns’ to arms! ye brave!
The avenging sword unsheath!
March on! march on ! all hearts resolved
On victory once more!

Let, then, that Democratic feeling,
That erst the Pilgrim Fathers felt,
" When, tgithe God of Hosts appealing,
On Plymouth’s rock, they, priying, krielt,
'0n Plymouth's rock, they, praying, knelt,
Be our's—let “harmony—communion™
‘Glow on our flag-of living light; N
Then, thea into the fight
* All gur true hosts, in glorious union,
Will rush—will rush—while wé
" Shout again, Victary !
«Then on! then on! all hearts resolyed
Og victory once more!

Tt v
From the Philadelphia Dollar Newspaper.
“THE CHOICE.

VIRTUE AND VICE CONTRASTED.
“BY ROSALIE CROMLEY.

CHAPPER L
“Mother, now with angels dwelling,
Look down from the spheres of light, /
While my heart with fear is swelling,
Guide! oh!guide thy orphun right!

In ono of the remotest streets of the famous city
¢ of New York.mu_m'all room destitute of all com-
i forts, with nothing to recommend itself but utmost
« gleanlineas, stood a yeung maiden, her hands press-

ed convulsively to her heart; burning tears chased
down her feverish cheok, and her otherwise sym-
metric and beautiful féatires wore the expression of
deep affliction—but, mark! there comes a change
over that beautiful brow! Like the rays of the sun
breaking through a'elobd, so' lightens suddenly a
heavenly smile her countenance! She is on her
kneesand bends her head low in ardent prayer!

Isabella was the daughter of a wenlthy merchant

who, in his youth, had wooed and wou'the affections
of a young lady of excellent education. Smooth
and ealm, like the tranquil course of a pure rivulet,
fled the days of this happy couple, and the birth of
a daughter added to their felicity, Lubella grew up
beautiful-and gentle as hermother; the pride of her
parents, and beloved by her friends, a happy future
indoed seemed to sinile on her—but what is lasting
onthis earth? As summer and winter, day and
night, sunshine and rain, change,

So (hreaten gathering clouds to darken scenes so

now, but vanished in the,

air! :
But if to th€right and (o the left our eye discovers
nothing loom and night, then let the ghince
rise upward=—laok on high—there isa light that fa~
deth never, there isa Haod that guideth through
mist or darkuess to everlasting bliss!
Such were the words which the mother repeated
to Isabella, after a raging fever had snatched from
their side the kind husband and sffectionate Biher,

R

wihen afow weeks later, they heard that the mer.
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elighous principles sustained hor (o bear her
sfortunes without a mitrmur, but she could not

conimand her physical ; she grew daily
weaker, and when full app and the wither.
«d leaves dropped - to the earth, Isabella

fotind hersell bereft of hier second parent. The
sicknoss of the mother had consumed thig little mo-
ney which they had saved outof the ruin of theie
‘fortuneé, and the ooly resource that was left to our
dmoluts orphan wos to support hemelf by the wirk

Tt was about this time that Louis M. ,a young and
well respected medhanic, endeavored to gain her
affections. It is true, he was poor, but he possesa-
ed strength to work, and an ambitious mind that
bade him aim at perfection in his trade. He had
loved het long in secret, but had never ventured,
while her prospeots in life romaned fair, to address
ber a8 a lover, but now stepped forward to offer his
true and affectionate heart.  Alas! malice and vice
were at work to embitter or snatch perhaps, forever,
thathappinese from her which was within her reach!
In thesame house with her, on the first floor, lived
a female, Marie Lafont, smooth-tongued and fine in
appearance, by which means she knew how to lay
hold on Isabela’s affections, who young and. inex-
perienced, decmed (o see in her afriend, interested
in her wellare and anxious to promote her happi-
ness.

Oh! Isabella, couldst thou bat see that heart,
which, black and deformed, made it a game (o un-
dermine thy virtue and poison thy peace! It -was
in vain that Issbella tried (o enumerate the virtues
of young Louis to ber whom she considered as 2 ma-
teroal friend. Lafont knew always when to thiow
an unfavorable light on him, and pointed out, in
sharp words, the course of life. which Isabella would
be compelled to lead at his side—praising wealth
and luxury as earth’s most desirable goods! Alrea-
[ dy had'she'the satisfaction of witnessing 2 dispete
between the loversy afid seeing that Louis had left
'the house in anger, she dared to accomplish a long
eontemplated plan—to persuade Isabella to lend an
ear to the offers of a wealthy but unprincipled fash-
ionable, who, enamored by her extraordinary beau-
ty, had persecuted her with dishonorable proposals.
She had-been now with her, exerting all her power
of per: , and, Tsabella, when left alone, being
conscious that her better feelings begun to waver,

| tried to calm her agitated mind in prayer.

ssOh! mother!™ she cried; “‘thou who hast led my
steps of infancy; whe, with eare and untiring love
hast watched my progress through life, thine eye is
closed, that sweet voice is hushed; no suore can I
erave counsel from thy lips; no more listen to thy
L words of wisdom; descend then spirit of my sainted
mother, hover round me in- the bawr. of danger, and
show which path to pursue!”
‘She arose-<it waaulter darknoess. . Teubelia songht
her couch, and, with the dear image of her mother
floating before bex tearlal eyes, she closed them in
profound'sleep.

»

CHAPTER IL
Five years had olapsed. In a saloon, decorated
in a style where taste and magnificence vied ‘with
each other, reclining on an ottoman of the richest
.materials, we find Lsabella again; the costly hatand
velvet cloak carelessly thrown aside, show that'she
has returned from her morning ride, but her couns
tenance, though glewing with the recent excrcise,
exhibits to the penetrating cye, the bitter sorrow
which has taken deep root in her breast.  How of-
ten does outward splelidor hide s aching. heast!
In vain Isabells tried (o quiet her conscience; the
word GuiLT met, in lurge letters, her eyes wherev-
ershe divected them. And Lafont! the first cause
of this misery, where was she? “Welt hadshe stu-
died her interest. Knowing our herowne to be ofa
generowd disposition, she had culculated that Isabel-
Ia, once placed in the possession of wealth, would
heap it upon those who knew how to win her favor,
wherein she succeeded but toa well, by mesns of
flattery, and. protestations of love and friehdship. |
While Isabella now #at ahd gave sudience toall the
gloomy thonghts that came crowding upoo her, the.
‘artist was announced whom a friend had recommen-
ded to furnish some costly articles for the equip-
mont of an sdjoining room. As he approsched,

" | 1sabella looked up, but what language can portray

her felings, when, in the renowned ortist, she be-
héld Louis, hér former lover! Her excitement was
too great to permit her (o, speak; but after sho had
mastered her agitation, she addressed liim in the fa-
milisr tone of former days, and, her voice trembling
withiemotion, she gave vent to her troubles, and,
craving his forgivness, besought him to throw the
veil of oblivion over the past, and to make her his.

A glance, in which pity was mingled with pride,
met her eye, as he repliecd—*"Madamne, from my
ancestors I inherited principles of right and’ duty;
though poor and of humble origin, my family has
never vet numbered’a name not gorrgsponding with
good; and, before me, the ideal which is held out to
every American citizen who aspires to something
noble, I willbow only to genius and virtue!"

He turned, abruptly, and left her to ull the-ago-
nies of remorse, which she in vainsought to stifle.”

CHAPTER IIL.

Among the many promenades which New York
boasts of, the Battery is undoubtedly the most beau-
tiful; a thousand grand and striking objects groet
the gazer's eye ns hesurveys, with delight, the char-
ming scenery before him, The sparkling water,
bearing, proydly, many apuffing steamer, o and
from tho bustling city; the foam-covered waves
dancing gaily, and glittering like numbesless’ dia-
monds in the brilliant sun, and the many notes of
the little warblers that have nestled in the surround-
ing trees; all this forms one of the loveliestspotsin,
the universe! How bitter is the thought that vice
creeps with her destroying breath into such a place,
and dures to roas its false yet eoticing form into the,
very fuce of nature’s greatest charms,

To tho left, sl a corner of one of the neighboring
streets, the pusser-by could discern a lilile cake
shop, whore an old woman offered for sale all vari-
eties of that ine. Her appearaico was miserable
—evil passions had drawn doop (urrows on her face,
and it was with difficulty that traces of the former
features of the once dashing Lafont could be detect-
ed—but she it was. And though on the verge of
the grave, she had not given up her degraded hab-
its, but had added to her other sins the base crime
of pilfering. ‘Thre offers itself, just now, an- ep-
portunity to exert her diabolical faculties.

Seo that poor seamstress directing her hurried
steps lowneds an- elegant houge, whote she expects
toreceive, from the wealthy owner, the reward for
her neatly executed work.  The fine material is
wrapped up.in a large bundle, which she corries

of hor hands-—a task which she, who had scen bet:
ter days, considered hutd and tiresome, ;

| carefully before heg—she i alteady on. the wauble

lights suddenly her wan countenance? She has re-
cognized a school friend whom she has not seen for
years, and who, espying her at the same time, hur-
ries toward her with a similardelight. In the agi-
tatipn of the- moment, she is not aware that the bun-
'die;, which she had deposited close to her side, has
been stolen and carried off by Lafont. The hag-
gard adept in crime, foeling some uneasiness that
the theft might be immediately detected and her
guilt found out, she consideréd what to 'do. ‘An
old female accomplice, well known to her, just then
approachéd, and she beckoned to her. The age of
this adjunct had not so much distorted her features
as dissolute habits, and their predominaut expres-
sion was sorrow,'deop, hreartlelt-sorrow ! “Remorse
hiad put its indellible stamp on every line of that
face, where.not a trace. of former boauty remained.
Such was Isabélla thirty yearsafter her first intro-
duction to our reader! | Feigning to deplore the
helpless state ofher victim, Lafont advanced eager-
ly towatds her, aid placing, cantiouly, the bundle
in her hand, addressed her thus:

“Your looks speak phain your sufferings—you
may have been deprived of food many hours—still
be comforted ; though my purse is empty, hero is
same costly linen, the only remnant of better days;
take iffand pawn it advantageodsly, and wintever
you receive for it, I will faithfully share with you,
that you may be enabled to strengthen your snfecb-
led body. "

While the hypocrite thuckled with delight, to
have succeeded so well in ridding beesalf of the fa-
tal bundle, Isabella took it with tiembling hands,
giateful ot the prospect of satisfying the gnawing
hunger that devoured her, and hurried onward in
spite of her weakness. But scarce had she passed
into the next street, when she was surrounded by & |
crowd. The young seswistress; witer purting with
her friend, had looked immediately after her parcel,
but what words can express her dismay, when she
found that it was gone. Concluding, rightly, that
the gentleman for whom the linen was destined,
would lend her all possible oid in detecting the
thief, she sought the master of that splendid man-
sion; who, more irritated at the base deed than t the
loss of his linen, consented to join her without de-
lay in the prosecution of the guilty individusl. On
turning the corner in pursuit, the young artist es-
pying Isabella, carrying the very identical bundle,
exchimed

- «This is the thief, et er not proceed!”

Hardly had this appeal escaped her lips, when a
group ofidlors, that lounged in the street, surround-
ed Isabélla, Who was so amazed that several min-
utes elapsed before she could understand the cause
of thistumult. Atlength she gained sufficiont com-
posure to vindicate herself; but, at the same mo-
ment, a gentleman stepped forward, examining the
linen, which the mob bad already taken from her,
and exclaimed in a distinet tone—

-« There remains no doubt of her guilt—the linen
ismine!"

As the sound cf that sonorous voice, which vi-
brated through her every nerve, struck her ear, [sa-
‘abella raisbd her abashed face ahd saw before her
Louis, the once rejected; now, through righteous
principles and indefitigible industry, risen to one of
( the most wealthy and highly respectablo citizens of
that kege community. | He, Whonishe, in the bloom

hold her the-proyof want ju its gloomiest form, dis-
graced and persecuted 0s a common  thief! These
thoughts were more than her feeble frame could
bear; hes heart, throbbing audibly, seemed ready to
burst, while a deep glow suffusing itselfl over her
emaciated countenance; seéembd to inspire her with
a momentary strength; and, breaking suddenly
through the astonished, crowd, as if chased by an in-
visible power, she rushed on, the peoplé following
her in vain, till the sparkling water caught her eye;
in & minute she was at its brink, one scream of wild
despair was heard, and she had precipitated herself
into the deep waterbelow !

Ha! what was that? ‘What groan of agony burst
from the lips of that agitated sleeper!  With a deep |
sigh Isabella lifted hersell from her cotich, abd wi-
ping the large drops of perspiration from her brow,
she looked bewildered..around. bher room.—~The
bright rays of the sun shone cheerful through the
window, and convinced the young orphan that it
wasindeed her own apartment, where she found |
herself and every thing else assha haad left it the day
befure. - Scardely couldshe believe her senses that
what she saw was redlity—ahd: her misery,  hor
guilt,herdeath! It was a dream—a gloomy dream,
3601 hor to-cxpose the depth of the sbyss on which
she stood!

A knock at the door announced a visitor; she rose
to meetthe unwelceme disturber, who was o ather,
than Louis himself. Inexpressibly great was his
delight, as she listened to his words of love, and re-
plied, “Jwill be thine—thine forever!”

Angcpore—~The New Orleati Picayune telly
the following anecdote of the Creek Campaign.
While Gen. Jackson was operating n the Creek
gountry, some twenty odd yeassago, he invariably
gave orders that all encampments should be made
near the main body ta prevent surprise and alarm;
tust he had one officer, Capt. G., who, although a
brave man, was rather lawless, and disposed to
prowl and “bushwhack” about on his own hook and
account. When the main camp fires were lit at
night, his would frequently berscen off on some bill
by itvelf, a mile porkaps, froni the others, and in a
very exposed siiuation, Gen. Jackson fimally got
as tired of giving his orders in relation to encamp-
ment a5 Capt €: was afrooeiving them, and secing
his fire one night on a distant hill the commander
'sént an aid to arrest the brave but ecoentriv'bificer.’

“Capt. G."” saud the aid, 1 am ardered (o take
your sword from you,"

“Are youi*

ul :“’h

“Well, take the sword to Gen. Jackson, and tell
him to keep the d——d ol thing, [ only gave »
dollar and & hall for it whes it waspew, and | koow
whare F cangot one twice as good to-morrow, for

steps, but, on looking seund, what bright smile !
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From the Democratic Review, Feb. 1842,
GEORGE M. DALLAS.

Mr. Dallas was born in the city of Philadelphia
on the 10th day of July 1792. He is the elder son
of Alexander J. Dallas, one of the most accom-
plished advocates and distinguished statesmen that
bave adorned the legal, profession of the United
Btates, or sustained, in important posts of public
trust, the principles and policy of the republican
party. -He received the ridiments of his educa.
tion at a school in Germantown, and afterwards at
the Friends' Jcademy in:Philadelphia. At tbhe
age of fourteen he was entered in Princeton Cuk
lege, and continued there until 1810, when be was
graduated with the highest honors of his class.
Indeed, as a public speaker, be.gave early promise
of that excellence which has since been displayed
in many of the prominent situations to which his
talents have elevated him; and a publishéd oration,
‘delivered when he was but seventeen yeurs of age,
and preserved in the Port Folio, strikingly attests
the maturity of his powers.

On leaving college, Mr. Dallas commenced the
atudy off the law in the office of his father at Phil-
adelphin; and although in the intervals of that
severe study the more attractive forms of literature
and poetry were not unfrgquently cultivated, he
yet persevered with unceasing application inimak-
ing himself the thorough master of the great prin-
icipes of the profession of which he has since been a
member. He was admittéd to ‘the bar in 1813
Soon after the declaration of war with England,
he had enrolled himself in a volunteer corps; and
|\whenj in'the year1813; Mr. Gallatin wasappointed
by President Madison, a member of the commis-
sion that repuired to St Petersburgh, for the pur-
pose of negociating & peace under the mediation
of the emperor Alexander, he accompanied that
minister as his private and confidential secretary.
During a residence of more than a year in Europe
Mr. Dallas ba an opportunity of visiting Russia,
France, England, Holland and the Netherlands.—
While in England, a farily connected with Lord
Byron brought him into frequent association with
that great poct, who then, at twenty-five years of
sge, was receiving in London the general and
enthusiastie admiration which the appearance of
his two beautiful poems, the Gisour, and the Bride
of Abydos, could not fail to call forth. It was in
consequence of aremark of Mr. Dallas, upon the
popularity in America of Childe Harold, and some
of his previous poems, that he declared in his jour-
nal that these were the first things that ever sound-
ed to his ears like fame; and that popularity in a
far and rising country, caused tidings very ditfe-
rent from the ephemeral praisesjol the Jcrowd of
fushion then buzzing sround him. Through an.
other relative, the humane snd elognent jurist who
was then the chief justice of'the court of-common
pleas, it was Mr. Dallas’,good fortune to be thrown
not unfrequently into the soclety of some of:those
eminent lawyers who bave, by the brilliancy of
thew genius, and' devetion. to philsithropy, made

in previous days. . Romilly, whose beneficence
flowbd in-a ‘current so transparent, copious and
strong; Brougham, with his far-reaching, inquisi-

of youllyahd bewuty hid spurned;ihat he should be- | tive, and. undaunted utilitarianism; Mackintosh,

who could wisely and kindly apply to the heated
actions, and in the busy forums of men the rules
of conduct which ke had deduced in the patient
reflections of a guileless life,—these were men
whose society, even trausiently enjoyed by one
muchryounger, caild not fail to leave impressions
equally permanent useful and gratifying.

* It August, 1814, Mr. Dallas returned to the U.
States, bearing the despatches from the. American
\commigsioners then holding their sessions at Gheat,
which announced’ the prospects little fuvorable to
a speedy peace that are known have resulted from
the earlier conferences with the DBritish envoys.
On his arrival, he found lus father transferred [rom
tho barof” Philadelphia to the head of the remary
department—a post requiring in the complicated
state ofjthe finances, and amid the pressing exigen-
icies'of ftho war, 'al'ihe resources ‘of talent and
judgment for which he had been already distingush-
ed, but which he was now destined to display
thraugh a brilliant administration «of twa years,
under circumstances snd in a manner thai secured
for him a larger share of the applause and confi-
dence of the peoph of the United States. His
son remained with him a short time at Washipgton,
10 sselat bisn in dhe xrduous duties of the treasury,
and then returned to Philadelphia, to resume, or
rather to commence, the actual practice of his
profession—an event that was almost immediately
followed by his marriage With an acconiplished
lady, the davghter of Mr. Nicklin, an eminent

/| merchant of that city.

The death of 'his father, which sccucred shortly
after he retired from the administration of the
treasury department, took from Mr. Dallas in the
oulset of hiscaroer at the bar, not metely the bene”
fit of professional assistance seldom equalled, but
those kind and endearing associations which could
have grown up anly in intercourse with one whoss
geuius was not more brilliant than his affections
wore warm, Self-dependent, howover, he applied
himself with the more ardor to the practice of the
law; and being, sppointed in 1817 the deputy of
the Attorney’ General in the city of Philadelphia,
he soon gave evidence of that skill in cenducting
criminal cases which has sinee’ always distinguish-
od his occasional attention to that branch of his
profession. When, in the following year, charges
awvere intfoduced into the assembly, of Pennsylva-
nia against Gov, Findlay, which resulted in a
dogialative investigation, Mr. Dallas acted as his
comsel; and the firmness and ability which he
displayed throughout the whole procoeding, placed
him at once by general consent, in arank in his
profession. thal bas seldom been attained by so
young an advocate.

It s scarcely necessary to remark, that the exi-

tho sae money."

-~

gencies of 2 legal life could not withdesaw Mr.

| thicir profession yet more «listinguished that it was'

Dallas from the deepest interest in political topica.
Deriving from the conduct and counsels of his
father, and from the agsociations of his earliest
youth, as well as those of later years, # strong
attachment to the principles and views of the
democratic party, he had never failed to co-ope-
rate with his fellow citizens in the measures which
were calculuted' to advance them. The more
tranquil administration of Mr. Monroe, succeeding
to the fierce political conflictstwhich existed during
the war with England, did not present many ques-
tions that rallied party controversy on natiowal
affuirs; but ‘the election of Governor Heister in
Pennsylvania had brougdt the federal party into
power in that State after a long period of demo-
cralic ascsndency; and no one embarked with
more zeal than did Mr. Dallas in endeavoring to
effect the restoration of the policy which he be-
lieved to be essential to a sound and just adminis.
tration of the affairs of the commonwealth. These
efforts resulted in the triumphant re-election of
Gov, Shultze, the candidute of the democratic
party.

But while unanimity, fofowed by success, thus
attended the course of his political associates in
the State, the elements uf division among the
democracy of the Univn began 1o.be spparent m
regard to the individual who should succeed Mr,
Monroe. Eurly personal associations, as well as
just appreciation of his distinguished talents, had
1¢d Mr: Dallas.to. unite with a large portion of his
political friends in ‘Pennsylvania in a desire that
the vote of the State should be given to Mr. Cal-
houn; and the success with which that statesmas
‘had copducted the administration of the war de-
partment fon (he. ejght, previous years seemed Lo
give a certuin pledge notwithstandiog his compor-
ative youth, of the ability he would display in any
executive office to which the voice of his country-
men showhd call him. Wheo, however, the gene-
ral sontiment of the republican party throughout
the Union expressed a desire to confer on the ven-
erable patriot who had so long aud so faithfully
maintaived their principles jn various posts of
civil trust, and o Lrilliantly augmented the glory
of his country in the field of battte, Mr. Dallas,
with sentiments toward Gen. Jackson in which
the friends of Mr. Calhoun in Pennnsylvania al
once pirlicipated, took the. lead in suggesting that
the younger candidate should be presented (o the
American people for the second office, while-the
united and harmonious voice of the 'desmocratic
party should name General Jackson for the presi-
dential chair.  In every measure thatresulied from
this determination, M Dallas bore o prominent
part: the cloquent address in which the democratic
convention of the State presented their reasons for
the course’ they had adopled, is generally under-
stood to have procceded from his pen; and when,
in November, 1824, the unusually large majority
of more than thirty thousand  democratic votes
showed the enthusiastic feeling. of ! the people of
the State, there were fow among them whose zeal
had been more honorably and actively displayed
than his in producing that gratifying result.

. Thechoice of the house of represcatatives bav-
ing given'the presdency to Mr. Adams,'the suc-
ceeding four years only contributed to create the
yet stronger concentration of public ~opinion in
favor of Gen. Jackson; and when he obtained in
1823, the suffrages of filteen States, the majority
it Pennsylvania had been increased beyond fifty
thousand. It was during this, saterval, that Mr.
Dallas received from the people of his native city
an honorable mark of their cobfidence by an elec-
tion to the mayoralty—an office which, for many
pears past, has, in consequence of the usual ascen-
dency of the federal party, been séldom bestowed
upon § person of-hig political opinions. On the
election of General Jackson, he was selected by
him as the chief representative of the executive
government of the. Union in.the same .city, by
being appointed to the office of district attorney
of the United States. To the ssme post his father
had been appointd-by Mr. Jefferson, through the
whiole of whose administration he continued to fill
it, and from that office Mr: Madison called him to
the head of the treasury, His son csoupied that
post for a much shorter period; but in the Lwo years
during which he.discharged its duties, sexeral cases
of considerable magnitude gave fall scope to his
abilities; and contributed their share to his reputa-
tion as o professianal aan, which eachjyear contin-
ued to augment. -

At length, in the year 1881, a vacancy having
occurred in the representation from Poonsylvania
i the Senate 'of the Unitedr States the legislatum
selected Mr. Dallas to fill that honorable post.
Thus, in entering for the first time & legislative
bady, be found himself in. the highest and most
ipupertant assembly thatwxisis undet-the provisions
of the, American coustitution. ' A new. field was
given to bis talents as a statesman and an orater.
Having at the bar ‘of Phikdelphia few equals in
forensic eloquence, and being perhaps without »
rival—certainly without a guperior—at home on
qny occasion/of public and especially political dis-
cussion, he was bow required to match himsell
with men trained by exercise, as well a8 possessed
of distinguished ability, in a scene which forbade
the logicab precision of a court, and yet could
scarcely call forth or permit the animated current
of spontaneous declamation, so often successfully
indulged in the lesser amemblagea of his fellow
citizens, His speeches in the Senate of the United
States throughouy the period. that he pemained
there, were heard with attention that gave evi-
dence ot his complote succss. Thoso that have
been more carefully reported, display, on a variety
of topics, striking political views; and they abound
with passages of animated eloquence. | The most
interesting subjock of general discussion was that
which made the winters of 1832 and 1833 more
memgreble in our legislative history than any peri-
od since the war with England. The principle on
which a revision of the wriff of duties was to be
made, gave rise, in the former session to warm and
long debates, which in the following one, led to
those that invelved the serious quostion of a right

of one of more of the States to aullify alaw mak-

ing such rovision on the principles that it ngight
regard as contrary to the provisions of the cousté
tution, On both occasions, Mr. Dallas took part
in these debates. Om the former, afier an eloquent
picture of the situation and resources of the Unie
ted States, he touched with a powerful, but friend-
ly spirit, the various causes 1o which, independent-
ly of the policy of protection generally advocated
Ly norihern stazesman, might be inputed the dis-
tresses that were supposed peculiurly to alect and
injure the agriculture of the South. Following,
then, the course of general opinion as well as the
declared policy of Pennsylvania, s evinced in the
votes of her Jegislature, he presented, in a manner
uot often surpassed in force and clearness, by thoss
who have treated the matter in the same light, the
views then entertained on the best mode of adjust.
ing the delicate gugstion, g0 as 1o save (he south
from any real injury, and yet preserve from des-
truction the labor and pursuits of the northern and
middle States. When the heightened excitement
of the following year pioduced that gloomy epoch
in our fraternal annals, which was marked by seri-
any discussions oo the extent of force that the
general government might exert upon the opposing
laws of the States, and Jthe consequent sctions of
her authoritics and people, he sustained that power
in the Union which he believed to be esseulial to
its preservation, and wasranted by the spiit aad
terms of the coutract, but deprecated in so doing,
every measure not cloarly necessary for (hose
objects. Ou all questions wppearing to involve
any differences of policy or interest among the
States, Mr. Dullas appears uniformly to have lean.
ed to that course which he deemed moat calculated
even at some sacrifice to preserve the harmony of
the whole.

On the 3d of March, 1833, the term expired for
which he had been elected to the Senate, At his
own request, his nome was withheld from the leg.

degirous to return to the bar, from which such an
occupation necessarily withdrew him; and his
doing so was speedily followed by his appointmeut
to an offite, whose duties, while vot unconaected
with politics, were far mote in accordance with
his professional pursuits. He was selected by
F-Gov. Welf, as the Attorney Goneral of his native
State; and he continded to hold it with increasing
reputution, and with a degree Jof approbation on
the part ofthe whole community never exveeded
nor often equalled, until the change in the execu-
tive administration of the State, by the election of
Governor Ritner, of caurse induced him to with,
 draw.
Mr. Dallas. bad scarcely retired to private life,
when he was made the object of .one of the most
remarkable proceedings that ever gharacterized the
political course of the. party appased to democratic
principles “during any of the intervals of theie
tempotary ascendency. Under the pretext of
inguiring iote the character and acts of yecret
asociations, several of the leading members of the
republican party were summoned to Harrishurg
in the middle of the winter, and, in defiance of the
positive pravisions-of the constitution of the State,
nright was assumed by a commitiee of the legisla-
ture to investigate theis private and social condwct
as members of masonic secieties. Of the persons
subjected to this strange inquisition, Mr. Dallas
was one. Ile obeyed the summons issued under
the apparent sanction of the house of representa-
| tives,, and, appeated before the committee; but
when asked to take the oath hy which he was
required virturtually. to acknowledge dhe right of
instituting an inquisition so uuheard of, into the
private snd harmless conduct of himself and his
associates, he refused; in a'short but impressive
address, and displayed, in terms that led to the
abortive termination of* the ‘disreputable afiie, its
injustice, illegality and folly. He perceived, on
this.occasion} the secret operations that soon ripen-
ed to so fatal a result, by which the bank of the
United States was imposed by coirupt and dishon-
est means, on' the people of® the Wuited States, and
capecially of Pennsylvania, as a Stste institution.
He lent the.aid of his influgnce and mbents to resise
it while he rerasined ot Harrisburg; and on his
return to Philadelphia, awakened his democratic
brethren in public discussions, laa Rl sense of the
danger whosé near approach had been carefully
concealed. The history of tht disssirous, mess-
ure, and the means by which its success was
aghigved, if not yet developed in all their details,
are ye! gooeqully koown. In consequence of u,
the State was plunged into the loug train of disas~
ters from which s citizens have pot yeb beon ahle
to extricale Memsclves, and of which the effects
extending far beyond their immediate objects, haye
produced the most deplorable results on the busi-
ness, prosperity, and-ey ol character of the Amaeci-
can people. Even after the)shackles bad twew
fixed, Mr. Dallas was among those who sought.ta
relieve the community from so fatal a thealgdaa.
Taking advantage of the approaching conventipp,
when: the people of the State were to meetuwith
every attribute of original soyergignty not restain,
ed by the constitution of the Einited States, and of
which the assemblage was promulgated: hy the
vote of the people belore the act in questipn, was
passed, he called to the consideration ofi the:State
infan able and eloquent lestery ™ grogribty of
examining into the frauds that bad been perpetra-
ted, and relieving the commonwealth, by, an edict
of that body, from ull fraudulent invasions of ity
, due care being taken to protect apd inde®i
pify individuals concerned in the institytion from,
any pecuniary loss.

The pelitical history of ihe following Avingar wus
marked by the election of Mr. Van. Bures to the
presideney; and onc of the earliest of hin acls was
to. offer to Mr. Dallas the post of envoy .extraopdi-
nary and minister plenipotentiary to Russia. In
that country he remained till October, 1838, , Fhe
only portion of his official correspemdunce while
thote that has been made public, 1 his discussion
with Count Nessclrode, relative to (be teeritosics
and commercal intercourse of the two naticos of
the coast of the Pucilic ocedn.
soveral puints conngcted with the u;hu of /

islature us a candidate for re-election,  He was’

It dev .




