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poetry.

THE DEAROLD HOME.

I’vu come to tho dear old threshold
With eager, hurrying feet,

To scent the odorous lilies
That once were to while and swcul ;

To taste of the apricots mellow
That crimson the garden wall ;

To set my teeth in tlie pippins
That down in the orchard fait ;

To quaff the honied nectar
From the well so deep and fool ;To dip my feet, likethe children,
Inthe little meadow pool ;

And 1 thought, as I snuffed ths clover.
And 1 merrily Jogged along,

41 ’Tin sweet to ho going thither,
To the tune of the robin’s sung I”

I passed by the uncut hedges,
And up through the thislled walk,

And beside the (all of my footatepa
There was only the cricket's talk.

The weeds grew high in tho arbor,
And the settles rank and tall

Had throttled tho swuot-breathed lilies
That leant on the lattice wall.

The littlewhite house Is empty,Its ceilings are oobwebbea o’er j
And the dust and mold are lying

Thick on the trackless floor ;
There are no print* in the doorway.

No garments bung in the bal^;
And the ghosts of death and silence

Hit ana gloat o'er itall I
No dimpled faces of children

Brightened the window pane ;
Never a voice of laughter

Rippled along the lane:
8o | turned through the daisies yellow.

That nodded to see me pass,
And searched for the gulden pippins

That dropped in the orchard grass.

Hut Ifound a worm in my applet,
And flung them sadly sway,

And sought I t the pool and the river
In the men .u grounds that lay ;

I eagerly tore the grasses
Away from tho bubbling spring ;

Alas I (At*old-time fountain
Was a stagnant, poisunona thing I

Ablack snake crept from its hiding
And hissed in tbu grasses wild—

And 1 bent my head in the rushes,
And sobbed, like a homesick child.

And I thought as through the briers
I turned, and stumbled Along,

'Tis a< so sweet to come hither
As in the days agone

tfhf SmtUrr.
From the New York Observer.

A Hide Across the Isthmus of Panama.
ST WILLIAMa. BLISS.

Tiio thermometer stood at 85 deg., a
cl ur hot morning, November 25th, 1871,
when I look the cunt at Colon to ride to
Panama; to cross, in three hours, from
the Atlantic to the Pacific ocean, —thus
doubling Cupc Horn, and making the
North west passage at the same time.
There is nothing to detain you at Colon,
and only two things arc there to attract
your notice ;—one, the bronze statue of
Uolumbus which testifies his right to

the Turns of the port; the other, the
large wharves and sheds of the railroad
and steamboat companies, built fur a
business which no longer exists.

The railroad across the isthmus is 47
miles long, and runs, not as you would
suppose, from cast to west, but from
aorih !o south. As every artificial work
tends rabidly to decay in this climate,
the rails are laid on sleepers of lignum-
vine and the telegraph wire is suspend-
ed from pillars of cement, cast and
hardened in mould. Riding away from
the Atlantic shore, we pa*s some patches
ot open land n which cows and horses
are gruxiug; reminding me of a north-
ern farm* Hut, getliug further into
the interior, the character of everything
that we see is decidedly tropical. A
dense jungle hedges each side uf the
broad roadway; so dense that, ia many
places, no man can penetrate it. In the
edge of it, piueappples, bananas, plan
tains, avucutes and enormous lemons are
growing wild. Flowering vines, which
appear to be a species uf our morning
glory vine, cover the larger trees. There
is the marvel of Peru, with stems as
largo as your wrist, its tendrils hanging
iu festoons from the lofty cotton wood
trees that rise above the level of the
forest, bearing bell shaped flowers in
various colors. The ipumea, gay with
flowers of solfenno, creeps over the
edges of the thickets; in which can be
t>oeu the blossoms of the acacia tree,
and the bright red and salmon flowers
of the riciuus, or castor oil bean. It it
impossible to exaggerate the luxuriant
appearance ofthe forests rising on either
side uf the road, —a muss of brilliant
vegetation, that astonishes and pleases
the eye. Paroquets and monkeys are
chattering iu the Jungle.

Between tho rails, and on the clear-
ing at either side of tho track, grows
the sensitive plant; covering the ground
as dense as the curly English primrose,
and bearing a pink bbrasom which, in
size and shape, but more feathery, re-
sembles the primrose flower. They who
have thought it a grout pleasure to look
at pots of the sensitive plant ia north-
ern conservatories, can appreciate the
new sensation that 1 experienced in
walking,when the train stopped, through
a long field of it,—pausing to watch its
sensitive leaves shrink away upon the
meins at the approach of my foot; leaf-
ing, fur a short time, my sicos as plainly
marked upon the foliage bcii, as if they
had been impressed upon the wet sand
of the seashore.

'ibore are no towns nor business cen-
ters on tho road; but several turn outs

and watering stations for the trains.
Here cars passed us loaded with ma-
hogany, hides, sheep skins, coffee and
rice, from the Pacific, to bo shipped at
Colon. At these stations are clusters
of bamboo huts, thatched with palm
leaves, ia wlijch live the yellow natives
who find employment occasionally along
tho lino. Their household gods consist
ol naked babies, pigs, puppies and
game-eooks, lying in common fraternity
about the doors. Those people have
little use lor dry goods. Their clothing,
what there is of it, is mostly "honorediu the breach.” But on steamer days,
that is when the passenger trains puss,
the women have been taught iu appear
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treasure across the isthmus to Porto-
hello, by a paved road, of which remains
are yet visible. It* merchants had a
Urge trade with Quito and Peru, and
gave many artisans and
skillful mechanics. Fortifications pro-
tected the land side of the city, and the
ebb tide left it beyond the reach of at-
tack from the sea. Plantations and
gardens surround It. It was here that
Pizarro had built his ships and recruited
his army for tho conquest of Peru ; and
many of its citizens were the descen-
dants of those men who had explored
the Pacific ocean, conquered Mexico and
added the Indian empires of South
America to the dominion of Spain.

In January, 1071, Morgan’s men,
after a march of nine days from Clu-
gres, emerged from the forest and saw
below ihem the sea, unci the steeples
and gardens of Panama. The landscape
surprised them, as itsurprises a stranger
now, to whose eye it unfolds many of
the same enchainments lin t it possessed
two hundred years ago. This panorama
of mountain, forest, city and sea, when
seen from a comuiandiug position, in
the early or latter part of the day, is
one of the most enchanting pictures I
have ever looked upon. It is said that
when Morgan’s men first saw it, they
were so captivated that they wfire with
difficulty induced to pilch their camp
and prepare for an attack on the city.
The next dny tho attack was made, six
thousand Spaniards wore slain, the city
was plundered and burned. Those who
escaped from the buccaneers fouo ded the
present city of Panama two years after-
wards, and built all the houses of atone
to prevent another destruction by fire.
The ruins of the old city still exist.
From our anchorugu 1 cun see the
square tower of one df its catlu drain,
standing alone ; and going down lo its
tile in a boat, I saw the remains of walls,
bridges, pavements and cisterns, now
overgrown by pepper bushes and flow-

. ing vines, and haunted by noxious in-
sects and reptiles.

Long ago, tho power and people of
old Spain become entirely extinct on
this coast, which Balboa discovered,
and Pizarro and Cortes made famous

THE MONOPOLY.

The only importance that it now pos-
sesses has been given to it by tho com-
mercial cuter; rises of the English speak
ing race. And these enterprises are
now declining ; owing, in a measure, to
the autocratic policy pursued by the
railroad company ; which stands on the
isthmus, like tho castle at Elsinore,
levying whatever tribute it will on
whatever passes. The prosperous days
of the company have passed. Like the
man in the table, whose impatience and
greed killed the goose that laid the
golden eggs, its demands on customers
have caused a new road to be contracted
lor across Costa Rica and another across
Honduras, and hare driven from Pun- j
uma to Callao tho headquarters of the |
English steamship company ; which now i
carries its European freights down the
coast to Valparaiso and thence, by a
new lino of steamers, through the
Straits of Magellan, to England. If the
monopoly which the railroad has pur
chased from the Columbian government,
were abolished by international treaty,
as the monopoly of Elsinore was übol
ished, we should soon see a ship canal
through the isthmus, on the belt which
tho franchise of the railroad covers;
through which a canal can be made
It seems to me that this canal would
place the United Stales iu the centre of
Iho commercial world.

A Little Boy Lost in the Forest.
, A week ago the mercury stood at w?ro,

and though it moderated some, a wind
sprung up, and the air was filled with
snow Hake* making it very cold. A Ger-
man citizen, named Hooprich, started lo

, the woods to cut a pole to prepare for
, butchering. His little boy, four years old,

saw the direction he look, and after ho had

f'one some lime slipped out ol the gale andallowed. The father returned at noun,
not having seen the child. Ho was missed,
hut supposed lo he at some neighbor’shouse, and was not hunted for until towardsnight. He could not be found, and the
town was aroused, and squads sent outin all directions with lanterns, but to no
purpose. Next moring the search was
renewed. Just before noon the hlllo fol
low was found by Fred. Moffat, who was
out gunning. His dog discovered him
and Attracted his attention by barking.
The little fellow had wandered about a
mile and a half from town, and had lain,exhausted, on a pile of sawdust in a clear-

i ing, only two hundred yards from the
house of John Chase, on the Spangler

, f*rm. He was lying on his face, his knees
under him, with bis left hand under his
body, and his right one on the bock uf
his head. He was without mittens, and
only dressed m his common clothes. Whenfound he was entirely unconscious, withthe blood oozing from his mouth and none,
and no pulse preemptible except ut the
temple. He had been out in the cold
for over twenty four hours, and had he
not been very fleshy and full of animallife would have peri died. He remained
unconscious twenty-four hours, but is rap-
idly recovering. He may lose the first joint
ofthe fingers on his right hand, but will not
otherwise show the effects of his severe
freezing.— Sew Philadelphia (Ohio) Advo-
cate.

A wildgoose was shot at Cedar Lake,
in the body of which tho head of an Indian
arrow was found "just hank and under thewings, the ends projecting on either side.
The arrow head is ofbone, six and a halfinches in length, with five sloping notches
cut on one side, is quite sharp at the point,
while other end has nearly the shape
of tho prow of an Indian canoe. The
wound caused by the arrow head hadentirely healed, and it was firmly imbed-
ded in the goose.

Fanny Fern writes with reference lo the
expensive toys now in vogue: “The doll of
my bib days was a crooked-necked squash,with a towel for a dres and a numerous
orogeny of littlecucumbers for babies; aud
I was just aa happy, und a great deal belter
contented, than the little girl uf to day with
• SUH> Paris doll.

Wild goose are so plenty in Oregon j
that farmers hire hoys lo frighten them Ioff their wheat fields. The same thing

i is done uu the i’otuiuuc.

in their best attire; which, if they have
one, consists of a Uniting white muslin
gown and nothing more, cither above,
below, or beneath. One yellow belle
who cumo down from tho bamboos to
see us, was evidently mure aristocratic
than her kindred; for, in addition to her
while wrapper, she sheltered her com-
plexion under u brown silk umbrella, iu
which her pride us well as her purse
was invested. Near these clusters of
huts, rise the neat white house of the
station masters ; two stories high, with
broad verandahs and lattices of vines.
Here, with hia heels on a rail, sits,
smoking a cigar, tho Yankee lord and
master of the settlement. The yard of
the house, enclosed by n white picket
fence, is shaded by cocoanui palms,
oleanders, allheas and other flower-
bearing trees. It is pleasant to meet
these civilised spots which, blooming
out at intervals all along the road, make
a wonderful contrast to the huddle of
dirty huts that lies ou their outskirts

The railroad frequently touches and
turns away from the Chag re a river, but
finally crosses it by a long iron bridge
There is now no life on this muddy
stream, once swarming with adventurers
seeking u fortune ou the Pacific coast.
A bunch of curlew were skimming over
it, and two while cranes stood dozing
on its sandy shore, as wo passed by.
Soon after crossing the river, the road
reaches its summit grade, which is not
high enough to opeu any distant land
scapes, and then descends rapidly to
wards the Pacific; winding between the
highlands that lurni the backbone of
the isthmus, and running out upon the
beach of Panama before you are aware
of the proximity of tho sea. .Steamers
bound to Han Francisco and to ports in
Central America, lie at anchor near the
islands of Flamenco and Perioo, throemiles off; to which a ferry boat trans-
fers passengers from the railroad.

THE CITY,

There is not much in the city of
, Panama to interest a stranger. It is a

hot place ; built ol stone on a rocky
peninsula; nearly 200 years old. Vcg-
elution has lung since taken root on the
crumbling walls erected for its protec-
tion against buccaneers, and on the
decayed churches and convents that
once attested the piety of iu Spanish
founders. Its natives are a mongrel
race, whoso yellow skin and coarse black
hair tell that Indian blood predominates
in them. They speak a language us
mixed as their blood, but showing a
Spanish origin. The city has some
trade because it is u free port. Linens,
umbrellas, cigars. French wines and
muslins and rold cheap. Most of the
shops are kept by the family of Isaacs
and Nathans from Europe and the Uni-
ted Slates ; their thrift gives some life
to the streets. The city is partly lighted
by gas. and has us good an hotel us can
be found in the tropics. A tri weekly
newspaper is published iu the English
language; and there is u Protestant
Episcopal Mission Church here, under
tho charge of Rev. Mr. Lee, from York,
Pennsylvania.

As the city has no harbor, all vessels
have to lie remote iu the bay, i which
the ordinary tides rise and fall 18 feet,

and the spring tides 22 feet. When
the tide ebbs it uncovers coral reefs and
sandy flats in front ol the walls, setting
the town inland. 1 hen groups of lazy
natives may be seen scratching into the
sands in searuh ul coins and trinkets,
believed lo have been lost iu the early
days when there were more jewels und
gold in Panama, than now. I saw the
fragment ul a Anger ring scratched up,
which contained u stone supposed to be
valuable. Hut my experience is that
valuable things are not to be found so
easily. The energies of these natives
arc, however, well-employed in scratch
ing sand, and they are naturally adapt
ed to the business. Perhaps this is nut
surprising, since scratching becomes a
national propensity in these old and un-washed countries, where fleas abound ;
must of the natives whom 1 saw, under
their own vines and I g trees, were earn-
estly engaged in this pursuit.

It was on this shore that Europeans
1 first saw the Paoifig ocean. That was

iu 1513, when the young Spaniard Hal-
boa, with his companions, came up the
Chagrea river from tho Atlantic coast,
and marched westward iu search of newdominions for the king of Spain. The
story says that, after toiling for many
days through the forest, his ludianguide assured Balboa that from the top
of the next hill he would see un ocean.
Leaving' his companions, he went up
alone, with the devoulocss of a priest
and the enthusiasm of a warrior, und
beheld the South sea stretching iu end-
less prosper before him. When be
reached its shore, he marched into the
water with his armor on, declaring that
ho look possession of this ocean ia the
name of tho king of Spain, whose right
lo it ho would defend against all ene-mies.

His followers founded the city of
Panama; not tho present city, but
another of the sumo name, whose ruins
are on tho shore threi miles below.
This city grew rich by traffic iu slaves,
and gold and silver from the South, be
coming one of the most opulent cities
of Spanish America. It hud existed
152 years, when Henry Morgan, the

English freebooter from Jamaica, having
hoard of its wealth, crossed t e isthmus
with twelve hundred men for the pur-
pose of plundering it.

At that time the old city contained
seven thousand houses built of native
woods, of which, it is said, two thousand
were elegantly furnished; their walls
adorned with painting and their bal-
conies and verandahs with costly drap
ererios. Tho city, being tho see ofbishop and capital of the Spanish pro-
t iuce, was the residence of a multitude
of ecclesiastical and military officers.
Above its wall arose the lowers of eight
monasteries and two cathedrals, whose
altars were adorned with gold and sil-
ver. There were luxurious stables for
the animals that trails purled the kiug‘a

Western Wonders.
The Hot Springs of the Yellowstone.

The following is from Professor llay
dcu's article ou the Yellowstone, in the
February number of “ScribrtarV" This
article is the second in a aeries on “The
Wonders of the West."

From the river our path led up the
steep sides of the hill for about one
mile, when we came suddenly and un
expectedly in full view of the Springs.
This wonder alone, our whole company
agreed, surpassing alt the descriptions
which had been given by former travel
lers. Indeed, the Langford party saw
nothing of this. Before us arose a High
while mountain, looking precisely like
a froxeu cascade It is formed by the
oalcurlous sediment of the hot springs,
precipitated from the water at it fluffs
down the steep declivities of the moun-
tain side. The upper portion is about
one thousand feet above the waters of
Gardiner’s river. The surlace covered
with the deposit comprises from three
to four square miles. The springs now
in active operation cover un area of
about one square mile, while the rest of
the territory is occupied by the remains
of springs which have long since ceased
to flow. We pitched our camp upon a
grassy terrace at the base of the prin
cipal group of active springs. J ust in
the fear of us were a scries of reservoirs
or bathing pools, rising one above the
other, semicircular in form, with most
elegantly-scalloped margins composed of
calcarluus matter, the sediment precipi
taled from the water of the spring The
hill, which is about two hundred feet
high, presents the appearance of water
congealed by frost us it quickly flows
down a rocky declivity. The deposit is
as white as sndw, except wheu tinged
here and there with iron and sulphur.
Small streams flow down the sides of
the snowy mountain, in channels lined
with oxide of iron colored with the
most delicate tints of red. Others pre-
sent the most exquisite shades of yellow,
from a deep bright Sulphur to a dainty
cream color. In the springs and in the
littlechannels is s material like the
finest Cashmere wool; with its slender
fibre floating in the water, vibrating
with the movement of the current, and
tinged with various shades of red and
yellow, as bright as those of our aniline
dyes. These delicate Wool-like musses
are undoubtedly plants, which seem to
be abundant iu all the hot springs of
the Wust, and are familiar to uiioro<oo
piats as diatoms. Upon a kind of ter-

race covering an area of two hundred
yurda in length and fifteen in width
are several large springs in a constant

statu of agitation, but with a somewhat
lower temperature than the boiling
point. Thu highest spring is IG2 de-
grees ; others are 142, 155, and 156
degrees respectively. Some of them
give off the odor of sulphuretted hydro-
gen quite perceptibly. A qualative
analysis shows the water to contain
sulphuretted hydrogen, lime, soda; al-
umina, and a small amount of magooftta.
It is beautifully clear, and slightly alka

1 line to the taste.

The water after rising from the spring
basins flows down the sides of the de

¦ elivity, step by step, from one reservoir
to the other, at each one of thorn losing

I a portion of its heat, untilIt becomes as

cool as spring wa.er Withinfive huu
dred feet of its source, our large party
camped for two days by the aide of the

1 littlestream formed by the aggregated

1 waters of these hut springs, and we
I found the water most excellent for

drinking I well an cooking purposes
It was perfeetly clear and tasteless, and

* pleasant, and harmless in its effects.
1 During our stay here alt the members
1 of our parly, as well as the soldiers

comprising our escort, enjoyed ike lux-
ury of bathing in these must elegantly-

-1 carved natural bathing pools, and it was
: easy to select, from the hundreds of re-

servoirs, water of every variety of ten*-

1 peruture. These natural basins vary
' somewhat in sue, but many of thorn are

about six feet in diameter and one to

1 four feet in depth. With a foresight
worthy of commendation, two oieu have

P already preempted 320 acres of land
covering most of the surface occupied
by the active springs, with the expects

’ tton that upon the completion of the

I Northern i’aoiflc railroad this will be-
come a famous place of resort fur invs-

* lids and pleasure seekers, indeed, no
. future tourist in travelling over the far

: West willthink of neglecting this most
wonderful of the physical phenomena of
that most interesting region.

The level or terrace upon which the
. principal active springs are located is
. about midway up the sides oftho moan-

j tain covered with the sediment. Stillr further up are the old ruins of what
. must have been at some period of the

5 past even more active springs than any
k present known. The sides of the

f mountain for two or three hundred feet
. in height are tWVered with u thick crust

i of the calcareous deposit, which was
originally ornamented with the most
elegant sculpturing all over the surface,

t like the bathing pools below. Hut at
mospheric agencies, which act readily

r on the lime, have obliterated all their

I delicate beauty. Chimneys partially
broken down are scattered about here
and there wita apertures varying insite

> from two inches to two feet in diameter,

i Long, rouudod ridges are also quite
i numerous, with fissures extending the

eutire I jugih, from which the bulling
water issued forth and flowed over the

. sides Thus the sediment was eont'tn-
l ually precipitated in thin oval layers, so

th a section of these übtoug chimneys
. presents the appearance of layers of hay
> in a stack, or the thatched cabin of u

r peasant. Some of these’ chimney* were
, undoubtedly formed by ge/sora, now

:> extinct; others by what may bo called
spouting springs, as thoae which iu a
constant state of violent ebullition,
throwing the water up two to four feel
—a phenomenon intermediate between

£rhft £ortry.

OLD MUSIC
Back from the misty dresais oT time,

Rack from the years agnne,
Faintly ws catch the ringing rhyme,

And hear the im-lody and chime
Of olden song—of strains sublims—

Like carol of birds at dawn.

And ever we hear them, soft and low,
Harping their music sweet,

Bongs that we loved in the long ago,
Rippling their liquid ebb and flow,
Drifting thsir cadence to sod fro,

Lika the fallof fair* feci.

Home face our hearts will ever hold,
Some statlus wr n-mmnber ye I,

Where were flowinglocks likesunset’s gold.
There parted lips of Cupid’s mould,
And tbu song* they sang can ne’er grow old,

r or our hearts can ne’er forget

The tunes that voice of girlhood sang,
The chords that we loved fall well,

When hopes were buoyant, hearts Were

When fairy bells in the flower-caps rang,And ever fellfrom the maiden's tungte,
Tho words of w itching spell.

Ah. well-a-dsy, ’(ls a story past.
Which I may nut tell again.

’Twss a happiness too sweet to last;
The heavy clods n her grave are cast,
And her voice is stilled, and above her fastFails the cold wintry rain.

<*>ur (MUa.

Kisses and Kissing.

Long before poets sung, or bards
joined voice to melody, when the world
was young, alt bough men aud manners
were uf the old school, we have every
reason to suppose that kissing was os
universal a custom us now. Our belief
in the univcrsulily of kissing reals upon
our unfaltering iuith in tho identity of
human nature. There is nothing new
under the sun, and human nature now
has not materially improved or deterio-
rated from human nature five thousand
years ago. Men still love, admire, re-
spect und esteem. Women yet enter-
tain similar sentiments and emotions.

The kiis in the abstract is thought to
be simple in its nature; but, in fact, it
is exceeding complex. Experience has
taugiil us that kisses are not localized
Like currents in a current-pie, they too

are scattered to suit the whim of every
devotee. The lips, though generally
associated with the idea uf kissing, are
not the sole recipients. The furehe *d
cheeks und hand all come in for s share
of the honor. And each one has io the
right a pecular value and significance of
its own. There exists io this matter a
certain osouloeophy which is undreamed
ol in the pliilosuphy of many.

1 he kiss on the hand expresses grat-
itude. \ou give a beggar money, aud
it he has the least spark of politeness,
he will set Xu your hand and kiss it, in

i grateful acknowledgment of the deed
' “d donor. Certainly, this is the must
; unpleasant of all kisses. Ills so cm
| barrassing. You struggle to release
i your hand, bat the poor fellow detains

it and covers it with kisses.
1 here is another modification of this

kiss when you rase your own hand to
your mouth and kiss it. This kiss has
a history above all others. Men used
to salute the heavenly bodies by kissing
the hands. A passage in Job illustrates
this. In Greece and Rome, the custom
denoted humility and hum-age. In
Homer, Friutu is represented us kissing
the hands und embracing the knees of
Achilles, while he sues fur the dead
body of llestor. Examples are numer-
ous of this kind of kissing, many of
which have been collected by IfIsraeli
in his Curiosities of Literature.

Kisses on the cheek express regard,
aud are closely allied to kisses on the
forehead, which siguify blessing and
esteem We hardly remember particu-
lar illustrations ol these kisses. They
are much employed by aged people.
They possess, too, the great advantage
of being non committal. We have
never heard of br< ach of a promise case
Irom kissing the forehead ur cheek.

The kiss, par excellence, is the kiss
on the lip. Its superiority is easily
explained. Allother kisses are neces-
sarily cold in comparison, for they are
not mutual. One person alone as an

actor, is concerned in the deed. The
other is merely passive. In the lip
kiss (he compact is a mutual one. You
kiss, and iosiautaneously are kissed.
Hence we find lip kissing the most
favored.

Subjectively, kissing has always been
held iu high repute. Poets delight to

portray is powers. To quote from Eng-
lish writers exclusively, we shall see
that kisser excites iu them the liveliest,

delightful, and at times the most
extravagant sensations. The lip kiss,
as before said, is the kiss.

Leap Year.—The following is the
statute iu the old Saxon code referring
to leap year ‘‘Albeit,as often as loape
yearre occurre, the women huldeth pre-
rogative over the menne io matters Of
Courtshippe, love and matritnooie; so
that when the ladye proposeth it shall
not be lawful for the inannc to say her
nae, but shall entertain her propossail
inill gude ooartesie.”

Cold Rooms—lt is an old notion,
but a foolish one, that it is belter to
sleep in a cold room than ia a moder-
ately warm one. Given ventilation,and
a fire io a sleeping room io cold weather
is healthy. There is no gain io the
chilliness of dressing and undressing id
a temperature near the freesing point,
but the shock to the system is positive-
ly injurious.

Frost Hites.—Dissolve owe hand-
ful of copperas in a pail half full of
warm water, soak the feet well io it,
sol aside and repeat until it is all drawn
out. Often one application will answer,
according to extent of disease.

Independence ot character is com-
I lueodable in all men; but due deference
toward others should always bo ob-

I served.

Dancing.

lo private circles where there is a
gathering of friends there can be no
objection to dancing, and all the sermons
on tho subject will not stop it. But
the practice ofpromiscuous assemblages,
lo which any mao With a decent coat is
welcome, of girls Whirlingaround u ball
room io the arms of men whom they
know nothing of, whom they never saw
before and may not see again, is wrong,
sud there is no mso but what has his
respect blunted for the woman who is
willing to surrender herself lothe em-
braces of a stranger. That such usages
exist amongst good society is one of
those social anomalies which nobody
can explain or abolish Except by sp
pollingto the common tense and deli-
cate perceptions of women. We do not
mean to say but what there are thou-sands who regard this sort of duociog
ss s contamination aud carefully shun
it, but there are others as pure aud
honest who permit it simply because
they do not think enough about it lo
regard the milter rightly. The hedge
of sanctity whiub should surround all
women is not to be lightlybroken down,
and it cannot be unless they allow the
first invasion to be made. They are
the all-sufficieot guardians of their own
modesty; it will not be invaded while
they have for it s jealous care.

Why Men Don’t Mabry.—Rev. L
J. Fletcher, ol Buffalo, on Sabbath
evening last, ia a sermon on marriage,
said :—Marriage does not depend for
iu happiness upon itself but upon those
married. Physical strength and the
proper development of bodily power are
necessary lo happy marriage. The dia-
regardof the laws of nature uufiu young
ladiea for the duties of wives and moth-
ers. Young men will not marry, not
because they don’t want to, but because
they are afraid that they will unite
themselves to women who will prove
constant sources of unhappiness, instead
of enjoyment and delight. Men want to
lead to the altar health as well ss beau-
ty, strength as well aa wisdom. When
women recognize this fact old bachelors
will be as scarce as aoow birds in June.
There are thousands wailing anxiously

for a reform in female education. Sol-
omon gives his description of a model
wife, and ifSolomon, with his large ex-
perience, did not know what a good
wife waa (he hud seven hundred wives
and three hundred concubines) we may
despair uf ever obtaining a perfect des-
cription.

How to Stew Oysters.—One who
appears to know whereof he speaks
gives this useful information lo lovers
ol bivalves : “We suppose that nine
out of ten housekeepers will contradict
us point blank io a statement that nine
out ol ten do not know how to stow
a dish of oysters. By the ordinary
routine that nearly every one follows,
either tho oysters are stewed and shriv-
elled out of all semblance of themselvesin shape, size and flavor, or else the
soup and “thickening” has a raw tuslc
that spoils it. Here is the right meth-
od : try it once and we’ll warrant you
won t need telling the second lime:
Pick the oysters out of the juice with
a fork, as dry as possible ; slew the
juice, thickening with the milk, of
which the soup is to be made, until
thoroughly cooked ; then drop the oys-
ters iu, and just as the cooled soup bc-

• 10 show signs of simmering, empty
out altogether, and you will have rich
soup and plump oysters, luscious enough
10 make you think you never tasted
oysters before.

V Hot Cakis—A jtfijdl.for fasting
cake, thuulil never be greened, u .part
from the auuojauce canned bj- the .moke
.rUing from a greased griddle, the del-
icate flavor ol the cakea i. destroyed.
Scour well with a cloth and aaud, wa.fa
wiih hoi auda. wipe dry, and juat before
baking rub with u coarse cloth and .all,
11 is not necemary to waah and acour it
every lime it I. wanted; only once to
gel all the greaio out; but use the
cloth and aall every time you put fresh
cakes on, just a. greate would be uned.

Among the plant, of Guinea, one of
1 the moat curioua ia a cannon ball tree,
it growi to the height of aixiy feet,
aud iu flower* are remarkable fur beau
iy and fragrance, being of a beautiful
erimaoa, appearing in large buochea,

' and exhaling a rich perfume. Thefruit aaiemblet large cuanoa balla;
1 hence the name. However, some aiy
it boa been ao called because of th
ooiae which the ball makea in bursting.

IMmuvßh Glycerine Cement.—
A cement of great value for many pur-
pueca. and capable of being uaed where
reii.Uoce lo both the action of water
aod lo that of heat I* required, in com-

. poeed by mixing ordinary glycerine
with dry litharge, ao aa to constitute a
lough paate. For uniting the joiote of
steam pipea, and other similar applies
tions, this preparation ia said to be very

saliafaotory.

To Rehtoee Ft'ENiTURE —The beat
preparation for cleaning picture frumes

and restoring furniture, marred or
scratched, it a mixture of three parts of
linseed oil and one pert spirits of tur-
pentine. It not only covers the disfig
ured surface, but restores wood to iu
original color, and leaves a lustre upon
¦he surface. Put on with a woolen
cloth, aod when dry, rub with woolen.

Frequent Meltino of Cart Iron.
—lt it stated that if iron be melted
over and over again, it ita rendered im-
pure at each operation, owing to the ab-
•troctioo of foreign substances from the
combustibles employed. On the other
hand, however, iu hardness is increased,
snd iu other physical properties also
somewhat modified.

Moral character ia the only sure foau-
d.tiuu uu whieh to build.

Democratic Advocate
YOL. YII.—NO. 10.

a boiling spring and a true geyaer. The
water is forced up through un orifice in
the earth by hydrostatic pressure, and
overflowing, precipitates the sediment
around it; and thus, iu time, it builds
up a mound varying in height accord-
ing to the force of this pressure. One
of these cones is very remarkable, sur-
passing any observed in any other por-
tion of the West. From its peculiar
form we almost involuntarily named it
the “Liberty Caplt is entirely com-
posed of carbonate of lime, in flexible
cap like layers, with a diameter ut the
base of fifteen feet, and a height of
about forty feet. It is completely closed
over at the summit. This id probably
au extinct geyser, and wuc the moat
powerful one of this group.

Anothwl Mammoth Cave,

During the Utter part of the late war,
a cave was discovered near I’mevillc,
McDonald (Jotiuty, Missouri, but the
times were so unsettled that beyond a
cureless superficial examination of the
more accessible portion of it no general
explorations have as yet been made

Mr. C- C Carpenter, a gentleman re-
siding in I’irleville, iu company with
one or two of his friends, gives the fol-
lowing as the result of un expedition
made recently ia search (if the won-
derful ;

The location of this neff subterran-
ean wonder is sixteen miles South east
of Pineville, McDonald county ; the en-
trance is on 6ugar creek, in a ravine
bearing the suggestive tillfc of

“Har
Hollar." You make your entrance inW
the bowels of the earth through a vol-
canic fissure seven feet wide by twenty
feet in length ; you soon lose sight of
daylight and find yourself iu a long en-
trance hall fully oue hundred yards id
length, which terminated in the bnt
room, so named by the explorers from
the thousands of bate that swarmed
within its dark and hidden recesses;
they flew about iu swarms, making it
terrible noise in the arched roof above.
This room has three aides, each with an
aperture opening into smaller caverns or
side rooms. The dimensions of tbd
room were taken by Mr. Carpenter, and
found to be 50x130 feet, the ceiling
about twenty feet from the flo-*r. Pas-
sing from this room, n walk of about
four hundred yards, through a spacious
hall, and we find ourflelves in Hanium’s
Museum, so culled from the number of
strangely shapjd stalactites found there:
This room is in the shape ofa horse-shoe.
Nature must certainly have intended
this room for a church, since the room
is arched in purely Oothie style, with
dome and columns, and tufiiiihoil and
make it complete, a pulpit near the
centre. The walls of this magnificent
cavern are 100 feet high, but one of the
moat remarkable features about it is a

fountain of pure water, four foot in
diamuler. Turning northward we find
a room sixty feet wide and filled almost
full of a glistening formation ofstalact-
ites, which hang in curiously formed
pendants from the roof. To the south
of this u room which should be named
the bottomless pit, nirieta it apparently
has neither bottom, tides nor roof The
darkness within this place is appalling.
Turning to the com the party walked a
distance of about a quarter of u mile,
wheu they came to u flight of natural
steps, forty or fifty in number, termin-
ating in a wide platform, which formed
the entrance to a mammoth hall, sup-
ported by Corinth un pillars of various
thickness and endless iu number, ail
white as snow and glistening us though
studded with millions of diamonds.
This hall is probably 200 feet in width,
and communicate* with a number of
passages leading off invarious directions*

, uune of which have us yet been explor-
, *d. Proceeding on their way, the ox*

plorers found u river of running wafer,
coming, no ooe knows whore, and goth*/
no one knows wheru. It is shout fiffff
feet wide and three feet deep. TW
party followed its course down moan*
to the falls, where the water goes row--

. ing over a precipice into the darkness bo-
, The party retraced their steps totWc

mammoth ball, crossed the river uud
, proceeded on their way. They pissed
I room after room of endless shapes ivod
I full of natural cariosities. Milev oi

caverns were passed through, each huv-
, “goutlets o others,, and all dark, but

all lull of beauty wUeu lighted op with
torches or lamps. A lake of pure water

, B(Xy reached, whidh was at first
supposed to be a river. Her# u rude

L boat or dog out bad be** brought by a

f fugitive during the late war. He had
explored the lake dewing the war, and
went northward uuui he thought lie

5 was coming to a waterfall, when he re*
1 turned.

. Further explorations on the lake de-
veloped the fact that the noise was

1 made by a huge waterfall, where the
water came pouring in from above.
The water falls a distance of fifty feet.
The lake is circular in shape, and has

1 no vuiihle outlet fur water. Uis about
1 oue hundred tores io extent.

* There were eight or ten dark passage*
found upon the bank* of tbe lake, lead-
ing io all directions, but the guide ac-
companying the exploring party lost bis

* courage and refused lego further* The
* party were theu about eight or tun miles

I’ from their starttwg point. They were
5 io the cave fony-thre® Ueum. Mr.
B Carpenter says Unit there i* another

entrance to the cave thirty miles din*e tant which the old trappers and huu tors

u say leads to the lake. Hf. C. 0. Cftr-
* peutor live# at Pineviife, McDonald
e county, and wdl take, pleasure in uiak-

ing further exploraiiotM with any party
who may call upon and accompany him.

u The road ambition travels is too mu*

e row for friendship, too crooked for love.
* too ragged few honesty, and too dark
j fur totweieouw.

U Ti ¦
i, Vh. t ne ua oue acre of lend in

¦t OaAfiden oouiuy, Alabama, have y i.-ltleda UNW gallons of ¦iue Uiuwasou.


