
$2 PER ANNUM. WESTMINSTER, MD. SATURDAY, JUNE 27, 1874.

|3optru.
Protn Ike Nome Journal.

THE ORCHESTRA OF SPRING.
HY W. L. SMOKMAKKS.

How many a note—how many a varied lay—-
lireetMthe glad car. re echoing near and far,

When hill*and vales, wood*, meads, and boacce
arc

Newly adomwl. and twinkle*every spray.
And Spring’* gay feathered choir, to welcome May.

The floodgates of their melody miliar,
singing a* naught might e'er their joyunce mar—

Singing oflove—flom dawn tillshut of day!
Hark to the Tuck of bird*, the bobolink,

How ircrrllyhe trill*! The shy wood-thrush
chants likea *aint. The chat with yellow breast

pipe* laughingly. Now listen!—one would think

Yon cat bird knowsall wood-aonga. Hear how gush
The mocking wren’* clear tone*, whom 1 loveliest!

I have not named the half; around, above —

Been or unseen—at real or on the wing—
They make the green aisle* of the wild wood ring.

In theaoil air, blithe twittering awallow* move.
Rapidly circling. The amorous turtle-dove

Cooes to his male, persuasive. Sparrows bring
Their slender chirps to swell the praise of Spring,

And the bright red-bird thrills the listening grove.
The pewee, robin, and littleindigo.

All, all arc musical. From tree totree
They flit,amt to each other tell how sweet

Itis to live, and lore, and sing. The crow,
Though seeming sad, caws down his joyto me.
And on he flaps, his dusky spouse to meet.

deleft £torg.

A ROMANCE OF THE STREET.

A group of ragged girl* were playing
on the side wnlk of Baxter atroot, half
blocking the wny with their boisterous an-
tics. Hr. Henry Colton, n young physician
attached to a charitable institution in the
neighborhood, found it almost impossible
to push his way through the crowd of hoy-
dens. Uncouth faces and rough worda

greeted him, as with no very gentle hands
he made for himself a passage through
their midst. One of the girla, holder even
than her uoiay companions, caught at his
coat and pulled him half around. Ile look-
ed at the girl, whose temerity excited his

surprise. She was about twelve or thir-
teen years old. and ns ragged and dirty as
any one of the lot; yet her beauty shone
through the dirt and rags. Her cheeks
were round and dimpled, her lips full and
red, her eyes and hair ns black as mid-
night, and her form ap|>areiitly perfect.
Or. Colton passed on a few sic)*, hut the
girl’s beauty excited his interest, and he
called her. At first she was disused to

run away, but finally she went up to him,
taking care to keep just out of arm’s reach.

“What is your name, my girl T' asked
the young man.

“Rom Carden,” she replied.
“Where do you live ?”

“With Mammy (linger, down there in

the rag cellar—she’s my aunt, she is.”
“ Well; Root,” said ho, as ho started to

go, “you are too pretty and bright, wittod

to live in this place and with these hard

people. Wouldn't you like to go to school
and boa Indy when you grow up?”

Rosa's idea of a Indy was associated with
fine clothes, and so she replied affirma-

tively. without the slightest hesitation.

“Then I’lltell you what to do, Rosa,”
added Henry; “wash your face, comb your
bair, and—do you know where the Girls'

Refuge is ?”

“ Yes, I guess so,"

“You go up there, ring the hell, and
ask for Mrs. Brown. Tell her you want

to live there and learn to ho a lady ;”and
he went on about his business leaving the
girl with her noisy companions.

Hut Rosa had no relish for romping.
What the young man had said to her kept
running in her head, and she soon went to

her squabbling home thinking it over and

over.
Rosa received little hut had usage and

short rations from Mammy Ginger, who

only kept the girl for the work she could

squeeze out of her. Her present life was
so miserable that no change could well
have been made for the worse, and so she

was inclined to follow the stranger's ad-

vice. That night she dreamed of being a
fine lady, dressed in silk, and with plenty
to cat; and upon waking in the morning

she no longer hesitated.
After exciting Mammy Ginger's wonder

by washing her face and combing her hair
as well as she could with her fingers, Rosa

slipped out and went to the Girls Refuge,
an institution for the care and education
of orphan and |auiter girls. Ringing the
hell, she inquired for Mrs. Brown, as the

stranger had told her to do, and at last
reached the presence of the matron of the

institution.
“Well little girl,” said Mrs. Brown,

“what do you want?”
“I want to learn to boa lady.”

The odd reply, covered with the strik-

ing beauty, won the attention of the ma-

tron, and Rosa soon found herself a regu-

lar inmate of the institution.

Eight years rolled by, bringing Doctor

Henry Colton to the age of thirty. Eight
eventful years to the country and to him.

For they compromised the bloody years of

the rebellion. At the first breaking out

of the hostilities, he entered the army as
an assistant surgeon, and served through-

out the entire struggle. At its close, like

thousands of others, he found himself

completely unsettled In habit* and dispo-
sition. With a few hundred dollars saved
from his pay, he returned to New York, to

find that his friends had been scattered.
Nobody knew him, and he had not a

relative in the world.
But I have a profession, he said to him-

self, perfected by years of practical army

experience. I will establish myself and

prosperity will bring friends around me
•gain.

Naturally buoyant and hopeful he pre-
pared to recommence life, with good spirits
and bright anticipations for the future.
He hired a respectable but modest office,
on a semi fashionably street, ftir

wished it plainly, and displayed a sign de-

noting his calling. Days passed and no
patronage came. He saw his dollars go-
ing out out with none coining in.

I must economise, he concluded; 1 must

give up my hoarding to begin with.
After that the lounge in his office was

his bed, and (ho cheap restaurant got his
patronage. Still these measures only .
cheeked the drain upon his store. The
few professional calls that he had were
mainly those too poor or too dishonest to

lay, and his income did not unc-half meet
his closely curtailed expenses. He grew
down-hearted and discouraged. Month

v ¦Her month passed, and ut last bis money
was all gone. What should he do ? The
idea of giving up his profession was dis-
tasteful, and he clung to hope until actual
want cuinc in the shajtc of unappeased
hunger. Then one by one his fine surgi-
cal instruments ; getting but a small frac-
tion of their real value. Articles of cloth-
*ng followed until he found himself utterly
unprovided to meet the cold weather that
was coming on.

c. Finally, convinced that he must aban-
don his profession, ho studied the want

columns of the newspapers, and spent two

entire days in trying in vain to get em-
ployment. The last of these two days he
ate nothing; and previous short allowance
had enfeebled h in. When night came he
staggered wearily to his office to find that,

. repeated warnings, the landlord had
taken possession and locked the door.

With his brain whirlingand his limbs
(ottering with weakness, Dr. Colton wan-
dered he scarcely knew where. Hunger

* and fatigue were doing their work. lie
hud walked several blocks when his eyes

K fell u)njii a carriage standing at the curb. !
* A coachman in livery mil upon the but,

I ami tiio door stood open. Just then a

1 j lady came out of an adjacent lionso, and
1 1 walked toward the vehicle. The famished 1¦ man saw that she carried a pocket-book in !

‘ I her hand The demon of hunger suggest- |
* | cd robbery ns Ilia eyes feasted upon the

* j well filled treasure. He darted forward so

1 | quickly as to attract her attention and for

1 jan instant she looked fixedly in his face
* A strange expression passed over her face
' | hut it was scarcely that of fear. She lies
* Bated a moment, and then laid the tips of
' ! her fingers ujh>ii his amis.

H “ I’ve been waiting for you,” she said ;

c ! “g<*t into the carriage, please.'
H Wondering at the meaning of her words

1 | and scarcely knowing or earing what he }
' jdid, Dr. Colton did as he was requested.
* i “Drive home," said the lady to the dri-

L ' 1 ver, and away they were borne up the
fashionable avenue.

* j She has mistaken me for somebody else;
’ j he thought, and I must undeceive her.

Then he said aloud :

1 “You have doubtless made some mis-
take—at least, I have forgotten you, if I
have ever had the honor of an acquain-
tance.” -

1 “No sir,” was the reply, “1 have made
no mistake, but the explanation is toolong

1 to bo made here. Willyou not wait till

1 I reach my homo?”
* Dr. Colton assented, wondering if the

1 whole adventure was not a creation of his
fevered brain.

1 They arrived, after a short drive, ut a
brown stone mansion of considerable size 1
and beauty. The carriage stopped and j
the lady led the way up the stairs and in- j

r to the hall. Here the weakened strength I
of the doctor gave way, and he sank into t
u chair half fainting.

“

Why, what is the matter?” asked the j
* lady, in great concern. “Are you ill?” i

j ’-Onlystarving,” was the bitter confea- ;
siou, “I have eaten nothing for two days.” j
The lady hastily summoned the servants \
and hud him assisted to an easy chair. I
Tempting viands and generous wines were j

1 plaeed before him. of which he partook
with good effect, feeling stronger and Iw't
ter immediately after the meal.

I The lady hud absented herself during j
( his repost, hut now she returned, divested
I of her street dress, and wearing a rich |
4 robe. For the first time Dr. Colton slud-
I icd her face—a face, he though, the most

porfbefc in loveliness that he had ever seen. ,
“Are you prewired for an explanation

i of my rather strange conduct?” she said, j
Dr. Colton bowed.

, “Do you remember mo?" she asked. i 1
He looked at her face again, hut could ! <

r not recall it. <

r “Do you remember,” she continued, I i
k “in Baxter struct, years ago, of talking [ <

with a dirty ragged little girl—of telling '
, her that she was too pretty to live there, I

, anff'of sending her to the Girl’s Refuge ?” I ’
, •* Yes, after thinking a moment, he re- j i

I membered the circumstance. ’ I
, j “I am the same girl,"and she smiled 1

' merrily at Colton’s look of amazement. 1
, i ‘’lwent to the refuge, as you told me 1

to do, and was kindly received. I proved
an apt scholar, and at the age of seventeen ’

| was able to get a situation us teacher in 1
: one of the public sclmols. I hud thus 1
; been employed but a few months, when a *

! wealthy retired merchant, named Arthur 1
- Ralston, formed my acquaintance, and *

; asked mo to marry him. I had no friends; 1
and his honorable conduct won my esteem. 1
I married him, only to become, within a 1
year, a widow with a fortune. All this '

i time I have never forgotten the author *
of my success, and have always longed to 1

i reward him in some way for the advice 1
’ j which proved so valuable. And 1 fear, *
i she added kindly that my assistance was *

badly needed.” 1
i “ Indeed it was,” and Colton narrated y

his career. j

i Dr. Colton slept soundly (hut night under 1
the roof of Horn Ralston. The next day *
he returned to his office—his protege, as ’

’ she called herself, insisted with furnishing j
him with money to pay his rant and ro- 1
deem his pawned instruments and cloth- '
lug. And her bounty was so skillfullyi 1

> bestowed that It did not seem like charity, i 1
i “only interest on an old debt,” us she ex- 1

. pressed it. I
They were married on Rosa's twentieth 1 1

> birthday, and Dr. Colton, luippy in the j
- ! posses.-ion of a lovely and loving wife, a‘ 1
jfortune and a large practice, can eoiuplu- 1

- i cently contemplate his dark days of star- j 1
I vation and despair.

lj'
It is not rank, nor birth, nor state, hut ji

1 the “git up and git" (list make* men great, j

jJoptri).
THE APPLE BLOBBOH.

O bloom of the apple so bright!
Rich rose bloom, dissolving In while!
When I’hiebus's brush
Wrought thy lieautital blush.

It must have been dipped Inthe dawn'stender flush
Of softest, most exquisite light.

The blossom of Ariel art thou!
• The blossom that hangs on the hough f*
That sweet cowslip bell
And wild story might tell

Of his feats on the sward, where thy petal* so well
Adorn Its grave malachite brow.

He may lead pretty Mub by the band
To trip with his light-footedband
Here, on blossom-strewed rings.
While the Nightingale sings,

And the bats wheel In time, with their broad, flap-
ping wings.

Tillthey bear the flay* home to their land.

O bloom ofthe apple! my rhyme
Should be read after day's golden prime;
When flowers goto sleep,
And pale stars rise and peep

Into orchards where sprites a long revel might keep,
And elfin hnrjw airilychime!

<£ur (Dlio.

MIDSUMMER DAY.

U nmy be some infinitesimal portion ol

Itic great system nf eomjieusations and
balances in the universe that, since the
merry BU|ierstitiunß of one side of the year
take Halloween to themselves, so those of
the other side should have their Midsum-
mer night, though why they fastened upon

l the vigil of .St, John the Baptist nobody
j seems to know. It is, however, probable
j that the whole observance of the day was
a remnant of some heathen celebration of
the same day, allowed to continue its
contemporary habit hy reason of its harm
less character; and certain instructions of
tile Latin poets, to the effect that it is the

night on which to lie on the back, withthe
cars stuffed with laurel, and conjure the I
moon, would fortify that opinion.

The formal solemnisation of the day, in-1
; deed, has now become, except in certain '
I [stria of England and Ireland, quite ohsu
lete ; hut it was always of u simple and
rather interesting character, though vary-

! itig in different districts. Titus, for cx-
[ ample, in the country around Oxford the
ilay was observed hy a procession that
carried the representation of great drag-
on alsmt the streets, with dancing and
revelry, in honor of a famous victory once
obtained in the shire hy C'uthrcd, who
captured from the King of Mercia his
standard, surmounted hy a golden dragon:
and in the first court of Magdalen College
a sermon was preached, the court being
lined with green branches that the exhor-
tation might the more forcibly bring to
mind the exhortations of the Baptist in
the wilderness. In Scotland, meantime,
the solo relic of the day’s observance at

the present time is in some peculiarly
magnificent ceremonies of the Freemasons,

j At Melrose, after certain processional
| services and a dinner, the great body of

j Masons form u line two by two, and hold-

I ing lighted flambeaux aloft, wearing nil

J their most superb insignia, and carrying
: their heraldic banners, they march three

i times round the Cross, and then proceed

j to the abbey, through throngs of people,
and with hands of music. Inside the
abbey they three times make the circuit of
the ruins, their torches throwing out all

| the mighty and beautiful outlines and
shadows of the mouldering walls and

1 mullions; and gathering at last at the
chancel, the hand strikes up, and they join
in the song of “Scots wha hue," and

I rockets are lot off. and blue-lights shed
| their glare upon a strangely solemn and
splendid scene.

These, however, arc exceptional instan-
ces of the form of ceremonial, the general
observance of the day in uldcn times being
of a far less elaborate sort, in which
youths and maidens, children mid old men,

participated. The initial step of this
ancient and universal custom was an ex-
cursion into the woods, the merry-makers
coming home —after having caught with-
out touching it the font seed, which, from
its minute sixe, was supposed to have the
quality of rendering one invisible—laden
with green houghs and summer flowers
that they hung above their lintels—under
which II lamp burn eel all that night—till
the door was shaded with green birch,
long fennel, St. John's wort, ruses and
lilies, vervain, trefoil, and rue, all of which
were held to have magical properties, and
the [lower of averting the thunder bolt.
This done, they built bonfires in the mid-
dle of the streets—called bonfires or boon-
fires supposahly because every body brought
to them the boon of a fagot. Some have
sought to give it pious explanation to the
origin of these bonfires hy saying that
they typified the “brightand shining light"
of him whose voice was heard crying in
the wilderness ; hut os after the people had
thrown into the blare their garlands of
vervain and violets, believing that so all
their illswore consumed with them, it was
their habit to leap through the blase
themselves, the whole thing would seem to

he more closely allied to the fires of Moloch
than to any thing else. While the fires
burned, the town was patrolled by a watch,
which every male citizen was expected to
join unless he sent a substitute; and,
after taking an oath to keep the peace,
this watch strolled up and down, decorated
with wreaths and ribbons, sometimes with
jewels and all their bravery. Often in
such large places as Loudon this watch an
its parade became a sight worth seeing,
numbering as many as a couple of thousand
men, carrying torches on lung poles, bright
with garlands, and gay with songs; the
nobles made a practice of coming out to
sec it, and King Henry bruught Catherine
of Aragon mid his court to view it before
lie abolished it on account of his fear of
the ultimate dangers of such an assemblage
of armed men.

Probably this urdor of the monarch’s hy
putting an cud to the watch, put an end to

jthe fires naturally, and so gradually to the
jfires in,lnrally. and so gradually to the

tion, and left it to people’s fancies to do as
they would in the matter; while the fact
that every race, as it becomes more en-
lightened, seems to lose something of that

spirit of unthinking revelry and childish
merriment which characterises its earlier
years is, perhaps, answerable for the final
extinguishment of the general holiday-
keeping inclination. Still, now that the
day, except for here and there a region
that retains it, has abandoned all preordain-
ed recognition, it is none the less a day
of mark with the young, who celebrate it
after the same fashion as that in which
they celebrate Halloween, allowing fur the

different season of the year, and probably
us satisfactorily as if after the elder fash-
ions, for superstition still claims it for its
own.

On the eve of this day, it is held by
certain of the wise, the souls of all sleep-
ers leave their bodies, and resort to the
pluco where, by land or sea, death shall

finally give them enduring release. If
you want to keep soul and body together,
kind reader, beware how you suffer your-
self to fall asleep between dark and dawn
of Midsummer-eve ; and you must, more-
over, for that time, avoid the water, for j
there the fairies have for a day and night j
absolute power; but ifin search of an on- ;
tertainment that would bo very certain to !
keep your eyes open, you can go, fasting, :
to the church porch, and there, as you ;

, | watch all night, you will see the spirits of |
those who are to die the next year come I
knocking at the door—as ghastly a knock-1
ing as that at Macbeth's door, whore mur-
der waited on the sound.

But less awful practices than such us
. this are those to which the majority of

people who regard St. John’s Day as a
thing ot pleasure, now resort. They are

, the simple efforts of maidens, not to sec
any body’s soul leave its body—phantoms |
concerning which they have no curiosity—-
but to conjure up phantoms among which

they shall find the possible lovers of the
future. Would you know the formulas by

, which in green Ireland or in merry Eog-
land the young girls proceed to find this

{ unknown quantity ? There are many of I
| them, but a few will answer all purposes ; j
and they arc so simple that they would
need the help of little witchcraft but that
of rosy dimpled cheeks, bright eyes and j
laughter ; for if two make a cake, two bake
it, two break it, and all silently place it
under the pillows, the coming man will\
appear in the still watches of the night—-
and could anything be easier, and does it
need the old witch of Eudor at all? Or,
if you like bettor, you have nothing to do
but to throw hemp seed over your shoul-
ders, singing,

“Hemp iced I throw,
Hemp seed 1 sow,

And he that iimy true love
Come after mo and hoe J”

And that is sure to fetch the fetfh. Or
else you may lay a cloth upon the table,
with bread and cheese, and ait down to a
repast, leaving the door open, and thelov- j
cr will enter, will bow, and break bread
and retire again. Or, perhaps you have a
lover, and the question is not of his exis-
tence, but of his faith ; then plant a flower
in clay, and accordingly as It inclines to ;
left or right ho is true or false—far bo it I
from us to indicate which ! Still another '
charm to ho tried, and a prettier than any. |
if you have time enough, is that which re- 1
quires you to go backward, silent and un-
der the moon, and pluck a rose ; shut itup
In white paper till Christmas-day—will
be as fresh as on the night you pulled it—-
pin it on your breast, and he that is to be I
your love will come and take it off.

But, in seriousness, there Is something
to be regretted in the circumstance that
so beautiful a time as Midsummer’s, one
when all days ye “bridals of the earth and
aky,” should be left to such meagre cele-
bration. It seems as if we should rejoice
sufficiently in this perfection of the year
to greet it gayly; and we advise all our
readers who love summer, and feel June
in their veins, to make their own celebra-
tion of the season, not with wizardry and
riot indeed, hut by reading the Midsum-
mer Night's Dream , and regaling them-
selves with MondcUson’s Midsummer
Night's music, and, that accomplished, they
will have made a festival where the geni-
us of poetry and of music, the elves of
England and the gods of Greece, have been
down and made merry with them!

Embai.minu.—A London journal, dis-
cussing the subject of embalming, presents
some statements whbh seem to show that
the application of heat to bodies filled with
bitumen waa the essential part of the
Kgyptain mummifying process—that, in
fact, the mummies owe their preservation to
creosote, formed by an application of great
heat to the bitumen. It appears that all
the substance*found within mummies are
of a resinous nature, but that their mere
introduction into the great cavities of the
body, along with external lotions of wine,

..would answer the purpose of embalming,
seems contrary to fact. Many, if not all
the mummies have their muscular tissue
impregnated with resinous matter; most

are also blackened and burped, and in
some the tissues have been reduced to
ashes. The inner bandages arc generally
in a state resembling tinder; and, as it
seems absurd to suppose that the applica-
tion of heat was without some practical
object, a rational conclusion is that, by
means of it, the body became inprognated
with creosote, derived from the decompo-
sition of the bitumen and bandages with
which it was previously covered.

The Delaware Grape was known, forty
years ago, as the Italian Win© Grape.
There is a tradition that it was brought
from the gardens of the King of France,
by an absconding gardener, who gave it to
an old Frenchman in New Jersey, named
Samuel Provost.

A machinist says “I have run a piece
of machinery in rawhide boxes for four-
teen years without oil; it is good yet and
runs at 4,500 per minute. I put it in

' while soft and let it remain until dry.*’

Hydrophobia.

The following letter of Dr. J. B. Hander-
win, read before the Brown Institute, in (I

London, will be of interest: p
“A dog shout to become rabid loses it* t!

natural liveliness. It mopes shout as if s
pro-occupied or apprehensive, and seeks to t
withdraw into dark cornets. From the o
first there is usually s foreshadowing of d
that most constant symptom of the disease t
—depraved appetite. Mad doga not only p
devour filth and rubbish of every kind r
withavidity, hut even their own excrement t
—often immediately after it Itoi been t
passed. Indications of ibis tendency ap- d
pear early, and are more than suspicious, j t

“Along with this peculiarity of behavior I a
it is of equal importance to notice that an j t
infected dog, from the first, snaps at other j kdogs without provocation. If adogprevi-, g
oualy known to have no such habit snaps j tindiscriminately at the first dog it meets ¦ t
in the yard or in the street, it is probably i
not safe. I c

“So far 1 have had in mind chiefly 1 1
what is to he observed in dogs tied up or i <
at home. A dog which is at largo is aiso a
to be recognised os in a dangerous state by I
its demeanor. A healthy dog in its pro-! a
gross along a street or elsewhere shows at 1
every step that its attention is awake to 1 1
the sights and sounds which it encounters.

The rabid dog, on the contrary, goes jI
sullenly and unobservantly forward, and is 1 1not diverted by objects obviously likely to ; i

jattract it. This statement, however, is ¦ 1
subject to the important exception already !:

| referred to, that it is excited both by the ji
| sight xnd sound of an animal of It* own 'jspecies.

“ Of the symptoms which accompany the i
I fatal stage of the disease the most impor-
taut and characteristic are those which re-
late to the organs inwhich itlocalizes itself
—the mouth and throat. Attention is
often drawn to the condition of the mouth 1
inan animal supposed to he healthy by the '
observation that it tries to scratch the cor- ;
tiers of its mouth, us if attempting to get!
rid of the ropy mucus which is seen to be
discharged from it. In dogs that are lied

- up it is noticeable that the hark has en- 1
tircly lust its ring, and acquires a peculiar
hoarseness, which can be recognised even (
by the most unobservant. As the disease j
progresses the discharge increases, the low-
er jaw hangs as ifparalyzed, and the ani- !
mat has evident difficulty in swallowing.
Along with this there is often loss of pow-1
cr of the hind limbs. If now the dog is
watched, the peculiarities of behavior
which have been already noticed are seen |
to present themselves in a much more:
marked degree than before. It ig observed
first, that it is subject to paroxysms of ex-
citement, in which it makes often-re-
pcalcd efforts to bite or gnaw all objects
(such as wood-work, straw, Ac.) within its
reach, while at the same time it continues
to exhibit the tendency already mentioned
to devour its own excrement; and, sec-
ondly, even during the remissions its ex-
citement is at once renewed by the sight or
sound of another dog."

Intimate Acquaintance.

Of all disagreeable people who cumber I
j the earth, the roost to be dreaded are in-

| timate acquaintances; the people who
j think themselves justified by virtue of

, having known you a certain length of time,
1 and having been, by circumstances, thrown
{into close connection with you, in med-

I dling withyour affairs in an utterly inex-
! disable way. People who enter your
room when you are absent, and help them
selves to anything they may happen to
want just the same as if yon were present,
who allow you to search ft* the missing
article until you are discouraged, and in
your own heart accuse the servants of
stealing it, and then walk coaly in some
morning to return it, without dreaming of
apologising for the unwarrantable liberty
they have taken.

These arc the people who look over
your shoulder when you are writing let-
ters ; who borrow your last now novel be-
fore yon have cut the leaves, who, when
you present them with tickets to a con-
cert or any other entertainment, quietly
ask for your own remaining one, that
some friend may accompany them; who
always call upon yon just at meal time :
who invite themselves to your country
home in the summer and year town house
in the winter; and whose requirement*--
whether it be for yoqr dinner or perusal
of your love-letton—are always granted,
fur the reason that the superlatively cool

impudence evinced in asking leaves you

¦o astonished and bewildered that it never
strikes you there can be any other resource

The Druids.
More than a thousand years ago, before

Christianity was Introduced into England,
the principal teachers were called Druids.

They were heathens, and carved iduls of
wood and alone. They also built altars,
and even offered human sacrifices to their
gods. They made big cages of wickerwork,
in Ihe shape of a man, and put all the per
sons found guilty ofstealing or murder into
it, and burnt them alive. Bat one day
in a great battle with the Romans they
were defeated, and themselves burnt in ths
fires they had prepared to burn their pris-
oners. Before this time their worship had
been chiefly carried on at Stonehenge, and
similar places.

The English were often troubled by the
Piets and Soots, the inhabitant* of Scot-
land ; they would sail to the English eoast,

land, and having seised all they wanted,
sail back to Scotland. At last they became
so troublesome that the English asked the
aid of the Saxon pirates, or Makings, as
they called themselves, who came and lan-
ded in numbers on the English coasts, and
having defeated the Picta and Soot*, turn-

ed their arm* against the Briton* them-
selves. This was long after the Druids
built altars, some of which remain to the
present day.

Be praised, not for your ancestors bat
for your own virtue*.

Wire and its Manufacture.

We extract from the Commercial Hath-
tin the following interesting facts regarding •
the manufacture of wire in New England. I
and the various uses to which it is em-
ployed ; i,

There arc now sixteen wire-drawing e- p
tablishmcnts in New England, of which f
two arc located in Maine, two in Connec- fi
ticut, and twelve in Massachusetts. Of t
these lasts, Boston claims two. Among -
the Massachusetts wire drawing mills, that d
ofthe Washburn A Moen Manufacturing v
Company, of Worcester, is probably the -
largest in the country. p

There are few branches of metal inanu- p
facture whose products are in wider use
Wire is employed for the thousands of j i
miles of telegraph lines; it is woven by I
machinery, strong enough to make fences. (3
and of such delicacy os to make the finest c
wire cloth ; large quantities are used for j i
galvanic batteries and for other scientific I i
purposes; it is twisted into the powerful I r
cables of suspension bridges, and furnishes
cables for submarine telegraphs, and ropes |'
for ships, for use in mines, and for other J a
purpoaes. From steel are made crinoline 1t

i wire and wire to be drawn into needles of i i
j all kinds. A large business has sprung up ' j¦ in the manufacture of wirefor piano strings, (

I and of the delicate plated wirefor covering 1\
the strings. Tinned broom wire makes a ’
considerable item. Of late years there has ' i

| been a great sale for white wire culinary \ iand ornamental table utensils. It is used ; i
in the manufacture of card clothing, bed- 1 1
dies, reeds, and other machinery. Woven I
wire of Iron, brass and copper, appears in i
flour, paper, and other machinery; it makes i
Its way into baskets, screens, sieves, cages, ;
fenders, dish covers, nets, and an infinite |
variety of similar forms. Coppered pail

j bail wire is a considerable product. Gold
and silver wire is plated or woven into ex-
quisite filagree work, into chains, and into
threads for making gold lace; and wires
of the various mctnls are employed for

i scores of other purposes, in articles useful
and ornamental.

The wire rods, varying from a quarter ¦
| to a half inch in thickness, which are rc- j

ceived from the rolling mill in bundles,
arc heated and re-rolled in grooved rollers,
one above another, so that the rod can run

| from the first roll to the second, and so on,
without reheating. The rollers run with

i great rapidity, and the final groove reduces

! the rod to a coarse wire, about ouc-cighth
of an inch in thickness, which is ready for ;

i the first hole in the draw plate.
The draw plate, the most distinctive

piece of mechanism in this manufacture,
is a flat piece of hard steel, withholes cor-
responding to the various numbers or sixes

i to which wire for different purposes is
I drawn. The best ones are made of acom-

bined plate of highly tempered wrought
iron and steel, the steel face being on the
side through which the wire is to come.
The holes are tapering, the smallest end

! being on the steel side. For drawing very
fine wire, In which the greatest uniformity
is necessary, the plates are prepared with
perforated rubies or other hard stones.

The wire is annealed and drawn cold.
The machinery for doing this includes a !

i draw bench, which lifts the wire from a j
j reel to the first hole in the draw plate. The *

i wire passes through this to another reel or j
i drum, on which it is wound, ready for iU I
journey through the second orifice. The j
same process is continued down the scries, |
until the wire is reduced to the required *
sise. The wire has to be often annealed i

I and cooled during the process, since itbe-

! comes leas ductile and more brittle as it is |
drawn down. Grease and wax are used !
for lubricating. A method has come into
use lately of covering brass wire with a
thin film of copper, which is of great help
In drawing, while the copper can bo wholly
removed at the last annealing.

The ductility of the metal and the sixe
of the wire regulate the rapidity of draw-
ing. Zinc is the least ductile of the
metals used, then brass, next iron, steel,
copper, silver, platinum and gold. As the
wire becomes attenuated tha speed may bo
increased. Iron and brass, according to
ilo may he drawn from twelve inches per
second to forty-five inches per second and
the finer sizes of silver and copper are
drawn at the rate of sixty orseventy Inches
per second.

Silver wire lias been run through plates
of rubies to the length of one hundred
and seventy miles, in which the most
delicate test could detect no difference in
diameter in any part. Gold and platinum
have been drawn to a “spider line” for the
field of a telescope, by coating the metal
with silver, drawing it down to the finest
number, and then removing the coating
by acid, leaving the almost imperceptible
interior wire, which, in an experiment made
in London, was so attenuated that a mile's
length weighed only a grain.

Our grandfather, Adam, was a very gal-
lant gentleman, if we believe Milton,and
used very honied phrases to mother Eve,
which the good lady must have listened to

with rapture, as he spoke these words, that
is, ifshe didn’t deem them flattery .

A(Um_to Eve.
From the Fifth Hook ofParadise Lost.

Sweet U the breath of mom, her ruing tweet.
With charm ofearlier* binit:pleaaam the tun.
When tinton thltdelightful land he spreads
HUorient beama, on herb, tree, fmll,and Rower,
Qlitt'ringwith dew: fragrant the ferrite earth
Altartoft thowert: and sweet the coming on
Ofgrateful evening mild: then tllent night.
With ihither aolemn bird, ami thlt fairmoon.
And tfacae the genu of heev'n, her Warty train
Butneither breath of mom, when the atewadt.
With rharmi of oarilaat bird.; not harts (roil, flow’r,
Glut'ring with dew; nor fragrance aflar thowert;
Nor grateful evening mild; nor tllent nlghl.
With thlt her -oleinnbird: nor wtlkby noon.OrgutfrtngKtarlight, without thee U tweet.

A man'll ideal ig not wonnded when a
woman fails in worldly wigdom ; bat if in
grace, in Uct, in sentiment. indelicacy, in
kindliest, ihe should be found wanting, he
receive* an inward hart.

A cotomporary propounds the following
mathematical question ;—“lf*man is too
poor to pny tor a nowap* per, how many
dog* can ho afford to keep f" An answer
is requested.

Wbt Scmocratir
Dianers of Ceremony in Chinn.

A dinner must always be preceded by
three written invitations addressed tv the
persons invited. The first invitation is sent

the day previous to the fete; the second is
sent on the morning on which the fete is
to be given, in order to remind the guests (
of the honor they hare been requested to
do the writer, and to beg them anew not

to fail to come; finally, when everything is ,
prepared, and the master of the house is j
ready to receive his guests, a third invita-
tion is sent to acquaint them of his ex-
treme impatience to sec them. In accor-
dance with the ancient usages of China, j
the place of honor is given to foreigners,
and to that foreigner who comes the far-
thest; the host always occupies the hum-
blest

_

place. frhen he introduces his
guests into the dinner-hall, he salutes them
one after the other; next he pours some 1
wine into a porcelain cup, and, after mak-
ing a low bow to the most distinguished
of his eoacitvs, he carries it toward him.
The guest responds to this civilityhy en-
deavors to prevent the host from taking
so modi trouble, and at the same time he
has wine brought him in a cup, and takes
some steps toward the host's place, who. In
his turn, politely remonstrates. The din-
ner is always begun by drinking wine.
The chief butler, or steward, with one
knee on the ground, importunates all the
gueata to drink. Kacb one now takes his
cup with both hands, raises It as high as
his forehead, carries it down lower than
the table, then raises it to his mouth, and
I <1 slowly, stopping two or three limes.
Thu host also presses his guests to drink,
which he docs first, and then shows the

i bottom of his cup, that sll may see he has
emptied it—an example every one is ex-
pected to follow. Atthe beginning of the
second course, each guest sends, by one of
his own servants, divers littlebags of red
paper, each containing a small sum of
money, to the cook, the steward, players
and servants, who wait at the table. The
amount is mure or less, according (o the
position of the person who gives the enter-

tainment, but these presents are made only
when tbo fete is enlivened by s ploy. The
entertainer, of course, docs not allow these
little offerings to be made until he has in-
dulged in a aeries of expostulations. On
returning from the dining-room the host
never fails to express bis regrets that he
has not been able to offer bis guests some-

I thing better.
Tile Chinese puss half of their lives in

observing forms that are as unmeaning as
they arc imperative. When a number of
mandarins are being entertained in tbo
same house, and tea is offered them, ac-

| cording to the custom of the country, it
most be offered to the highest in rank

first; but it is equally obligatory on him to

\ offer it to the second, the third, and so on
to all present before he can drink it.
Those who arrive late most, in their tarn
go through the same ceremony. The

' Chinaman is oqnally profuse in words.
He overwhelms you with generous offer*

| and pressing invitations, and sets you down

| for an unbred fellow if you venture to
accept. This has been the experience of

j more than one European. The Chinaman
will tell yon frankly that these offers and
invitations arc only made and given for
form's sake, and on no account are to be
accepted If we look about us we shall
Bud that we have certain uaagea which it
would be as difficult to defend.

The Voracious Blne-Flah.

Fortunate for the other Ashes of New
England would It be if thohlne-fisb (Po-
iuosumas eattatrix) were equally prejudi-

; ced against the stern rock-bound coast.

But this butcher of the seas has a wide
range of habitat, and goes by a variety of
names. In New Jersey and at Newport
he ia the horse-mackerel, in Maryland the
tailor, in Virginia the green-fiab, in South
Carolina the skip-jack. Even In New
Vork he is not sure of his name ; the young
go by the name of skip-mackerel in the
city, and higher op the Hudson are known
as white-fish. That Blue-fiah should be
also white-fish and green-fish is not perhaps
more wonderful than the paradox of our
childhood, that blackberries when they are
green arc usually red or white ; bat itfairly
represents the confusion in current lan-
guage which bos made scientific names a
necessity of natural history.

Whatever doubt there may be respecting
the food of other fishes, there is none shoot
that of the bine-fish. “Ithss been well
likened," says the report of the Fish Com-
mission, “to sn animated chopping ma-
chine, the business of which ia to cut to
pieces and otherwise destroy as many fish
aa possible in a given space oftime. Go-

ing in large schools in pursuit of fish not

much Inferior to themselves in site,
they move slong like a pack of hungry
wolves, destroying every thing before them.
Their trail is marked by fragments of fish
and by the stain of blood in the sea, as,
where the fish it too large to be swallowed
entire, the hinder portion willbe bitten off,
and the anterior part allowed to goat away
or sink. It It even maintained with great
earnestness that such ia the gluttony ofthe
fish that when the stomach becomes fall
the contents are disgorged, and then again
filled." The stomach of the blue-fish of
all aiaea, with ran exceptions, is found
distended withother fish, sometimes to the
number of thirty or forty, either entire or
in fragments.— Harper $ Magazine for
Jelg.

How to ScccwtD.— lfyour scat it too
hard to sit upon, stand up. If arook Hast
up before you, roll it away or climb over
it. Ifyou want money, earn it. Ifyog
wlah for confidence, prove yourself worthy
of it It takes longer to akin an elephant
than a mouse, but .the akin is worth some-
thing. Da not be content withdoing what
another has done—surpass it. Deserve
success, and it will come. The bey was
not born a man. The sun does not riselike a rocket, or go down like a bullet fired
from a gun ; slowly but surely itmake* its
round, and never tires. It it as easy to
be a leader as a wheclhone. Ifthe job
be long, the pay will be greater ; if thetask be hard, the more competent you
taunt be to do it.
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TOt and lumoi?.
“De Perviaions, Joeinr."

A sapient-looking Fayetteville darkey,
oscillating between 20 and 25 summer*,
overtook an old negro on the street the
other day, uud wedging him in a fence
corner, proceeded to acquaint himwith sll
the gorgeous provisions of the civil rights
bill. Yoahg Africa imparted to old Africa
a fund of valuable information, thusly .

•Veil, Uncle Bill, Bnmner’a swivc.
rights bill has passed de Senate ob dc
United States widout a murmur."

“Is dst so, Jotiar?”
“Jcsa so, Uncle Billy. Aodsay, Unol*

Billy, we colored possous is gwiue to see
whose perviaions ia in de pol. We are
gwine to be allowed to ride free on de
railroads, smoko In do ladies' car, and put
onr foet on de percussions ob de seats
wheneber we please. "

“Is dat so, Josiar?"
Jess so, Uncle Billy. And say, Uncle

Billy, we's gwino to be allowed to stop at

de hotels, and eat at de head ob dc table,
and hak lie biggest slices ob dc chickens,
and lay around in de parlor, and spit on
de carpels, and make do white Iraah hus-
tle demselvcs and wait on us widnnt grurob
I'm, and wheuober de boss ob de concern
shoves a bill at us, we’ll bob him sent to

Washington and obscured in the plenipo-
tentiary.”

“A (far so, JosiarT"
“Jess so, Uncle Billy. And aay, Uncle

Billy,we'a gwine to be allowed to go to

dc white schools and act up on dc flatform
wid de teacher and learn gehography,
triggermanometry, gehomiuy, Latin,Dutch,
French, Choctaw, algecbray, rheumatics,
de rule of thrice and de diarrhea."

Is dat so, Josiar?"

“Jess so, Unde Billy. And say, Uncle
Billy, we's gwine to be allowed to be bur-
ied in italic coffins wid looking glosses on
tup of dem, and dey will bab to carry us
0.1 a hearse to de grabe yard and bury ns
on top ob dc white folks, so when dc day
ob resurrection am arrived and de angel
Gabril come toolin' along, he'll sing out

troo bis trumpet, “Allyou colored gemmen
rise fust!" And say, Uncle Billy,de per-

' visions ob dst bill ”

1 “What's dat yon say 'bout pervision*,
’ Josiar ?”

“Well, Unole Billy,as I was gwine on
to state, de pervisions ob dat bill "

1 “Stop right dar, Josiar. You aay dar’g

* perviaions in dat bill?”
“Jess so, Undo Billy. Do perviaions

> ob de bill ”

“Stop right dar, Josiar. Ef dor's per-
-1 visions in dat bill, Iwant a tack ob flour

1 dis berry miunit. Don't care for dc

* smokin' in de ladies' car. and de gehug-
' raphy, and I-atin, and dc italic coffins; I

* want de perviaions, Josiar. Dey's all derc
1 ia in de bill wnf a cent."

s ¦
“I Gots Nuft Mitt Strcft Foolisii-¦ Nrss.”—lt ia pleasant to become a parent,

i twice as pleasant, perhaps, to be blessed
> with twins, but when it comes to triplets
f we are a little dubious. Now there dwells

i in Jefferson county, Wisconsin, a worthy
I German, who a few years ago was presen-

r ted by his wife with a son. Hamfsaid to
j her;

I “Katrine, dat iah goot."
t A couple of years later the good woman

placed before his astonished gase a boun-
cing pair of twina.

“Veil,”mid Hans, “dat vasb bettor ash

; der oder time; I trinfcs more aa ten glass
. peer on dat."

But the good woman next time gave birth
to triplets, and that made him “shpoke mit

> his moot shnst a liddle
* “Mein Gott, Katrine ! vat ish de matter
; on yon ? Fetter yon abtop dis pixness fore

. der acme more ash a village full. I gott
, nuff mil such foolishness I”

The following dialogue between a high-
’ falntin lawyer and a plain witness is a good

hit at the fkshion of using big crooked
words:

“Did the defendant knock the plaintiff
down with malice prepense?"

“No, sir; he knocked him down with a
flat iron,"

“Von misunderstand me, my friend, 1
wish to know whether he attacked him
with any intent ?”

“Oh, no, air, it was outside the tent."
“No, no; I wish to know ifit was a pre-

J concerted affair ?"

“No, sir, it was not a free concert affair,
it was a circus."

1 They have a judge in Florida who was
arrested and put into the calaboose for
drunkenness. While in confinement he

¦ endeavored to issue a writ of habeas oot-

, pus requiring the sheriff of Manatee coun-

r ty to seise his body and bring It before
himself, in order that he might inquire into

i the legality of the confinement. The
scheme was not satisfactory, and the judge

I served out hia time in the calaboose.

A lecturer on optic*, in explaining the
. mechanism of the organ of vision, re*

i marked—“ Let any man gase closely into
I his wife's eye, and he will see himself
, looking so exceedingly small that"

f Here the lecturer's voice u drowned by
I the shouts of Isaghter and applause which
I greeted hia scientific remark.

Says a wit, “Last year I saw a watch
spring, a note run, a rope walk, a hone fly,
and even the big trees leave. I even saw

I a plank walk, and a Third-avenue bask
| mu ; but the other day I saw a tree box,

a eat fish, and a atone fence. lam pre-
pared to see the Atlantic coast, and the

; Pacific slope."

t "PWy,” mid a joker, “why don’t you
i get your oars cropped, they are entirely

1 too long for a man?” “And yours,” re-

-1 plied Pat, “ought to be lengthened, they are
, too ehort for an see."

' Bobba I'uniplains'that h wife is an m-
. flatkmlst. Hhe blows him up mmj day,
I and makes himcirculate until he actually

feels that he i. beyond redemption.


