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THE AMNESTY DEBATE.
peeches of Hons. Jatnes G, Blaine, of Maine, and

B. H, HilI, of Georgla, In the House of Repre:ea-
tatives, January 10th and 11th, 1876,

SPEECH OF MR, BLAINE,
I now move to reconsider the vote just taken,
hd I desire to address the House on the sub-
t. [The House wus soon restored to order,
d was prepared to give close attention to
r. Blaine, who continued.] If I can induce
House to reconsider the vote whereby the
Il was rejected, it is my intention to offer
y amendment. Every time that the ques-
bn of amnesty hus been brought before the
puse by gentlemen of the other side for the
t two Congresses it has been done with a
tain flourish of magnanimity which is an
liputation on this side of the House, as though
Republican party, which has been in charge
the Government for the lnst twelve or four-
n years, had been bigoted, narrow, illiber-
and as though certain few worthy and de-
ing gentlemen in the Southern States were
nd down under great tyranny and oppres-
which the hard-heartedness of this side
e House could not possibly be prevailed
to remove.
desire now to place on record just what
Republican party has done in this matter.
ish to place it there as an imperishable
ord of & liberality and large-mindedness
d magnanimity and mercy, such as las not
n shown in the world's history by conquer-
to the conquered. The gentleman from
mnsylvania (Mr. Randall) and myself en-
ed this Congress in the midst of the hot
mes of war, when the Union was rocking to
foundation, and no man kneéw whether we
ere to have a country or not. He would be
rprised when he and I were officers in the
Phirty-eighth Congress if he could then have
escen that before our mutual service ended
should have seen sixty-one gentlemen then
arms againstthe United States Government
fmitted to equal privileges with ourselves in
is House, and all by the grace and magua-
mity of the Republican party. When the
ar ended, according to the universal law of

r, the party in the possession of the Gov-

ment, or the Government itself, which was
putrolled by the party, had the right to de-
rmine what should be the status of these
ople.  Did we inaugurate any measures of
rsecution ? Did we set off on a career of
ploodshed aud vengeance? Did we take
operty? Did we prohibit to any man all

s civil rights?  Did we take from him. ghe
ght which he enjoys to-day to vote? Not

all; but instead of & general and sweeping
pndemnation the Republican party placed in

e Fourteenth Amendment only this exelu-
on. After considering the whole subject it

ded in coming down to this:

““That no person shall be a Senator or Re-
resentative in Congress, or Elector of Pres-
nt or Vice President, or hold any office,
1 or military, under the United States, or
nder any State, who having previously taken

th as a member of Congress, or as an officer
f the United States, or as a member of any
tate Legislature, or as an executive or judi-
inl officer of any State to support the Con-
itution of the United States, shall have en-

ged in insurrection or rebellion against the
me or given aid or comfort to the enemies
hereof. But Congress may by a vote of two
irds of ench House remove such disabili-

es.

Now, I never have been able to determine
om  statistical examination exactly how
pany men in the South that exception affect-

It has been variously estimated that at
he time of its original insertion in the Con-
itution it included somewhere from fifty to
hirty thousand persons, but as near as I can
ather from the facts in the case, it included
bout eighteen thousand men in the South,

d it let go free every man of the hundreds
f thousands, or of the millions, if you please,
ho had been engaged in the attempt to de-
roy the Government, and ‘only ‘held those

nder disability who, in addition to general

volt, had violated a special and peculiar and
ersonal oath to support the Constitution of

e United States. That disability was hard-

fixed on the South until we began in this

11 and in the Senate chamber (when we had

ore than two-thirds Republican in both

anches) to remove it, and the very first bill
ok the disability off from 1,678 citizens of

e South. The next bill took it off from

526 gentlemen by wholesale.

Many of the gentlemen on this floor have
pme from the grace and amnesty in these

o bills. After these bills, specifying indi-

uals, had passed through, small bills,
hich 1 will not further refer to, were passed.
1872 the Congress of the United States, by

e vote of two thirds of both branches (still

ping two-thirds Republican,) passed this

neral law:  “That all political disabilities

nposed under the third section of the Four-

nth Amendment of the Constitution of the
nited States are hereby removed from all
ersons whomsoever, except Senators and
epresentatives in the Thirty-sixth and Thir-
-seventh Congress, officers of the judicial,
ilitary and naval service of the United States,
ads of departments and foreign Ministers
the United State: Since that act passed,
very iderable number of in-
uded in it have been specially by name re-
eved from disability, but I believe in no one
ngle instance since ‘the ‘act of May 27th,

han unless on his respectful petition to Cons’
that they should be d

done so.

eration.

federacy.

and
and I be- | §

ship on gentlemen. If I am correctly inform-
ed there are some gentlemen on this list who
bave§poken contemptuously of the ides of
theit “taking citizenship under the United
States, and have spoken with great harshness
about their associates in the South who have
I understand that Mr.
Toombs has made a special boast at watering
places in this country and in Europe that he
would not ask the United States for citizen-
ship. Very well, we can stand that quite as
well as Mr. Robert Toombs.
and if Mr. Robert Toombs is not prepared to
come into the United States Court and swear
that he means to be s good eiti
stay out, 1
to raise itself or resolve itselfinto a joint con-
vention and to embrace Mr. Robert Toombs
gushingly, and beg him to honor and favor us
by coming back and taking the highest form
of

That

and Libby,
ments, he was sent by Mr. Davis, against the
protest of others in the Confederacy, to' con-
struct this pen of horrors at Andersonville.
Of course itwonld be utterly beyond the scope
of the occasion, and beyond the limits of my
hour, to give any details but one arraigning
Mr. Davis,
not ask gentlemen to take the testimony of a
single witness. I do not ask themi to take the
testimony of a single Union soldier.
ask them to take the testimony of men
who themselves were engaged and enlisted in
the Confederate cause, and if that testimony
‘does not entirely carry out and justify this
declaration, which I will take the liberty to
read, T will state that T have been entirely in
error in my reading,

Mr. Blaine then proceeded to quote from
the report of the committee on the conduct
of the war, extracts in reference to the hor-
rors of Andersonville, in which it is stated
that no pen can describe, no painter sketeh,
no imagination comprehend, its fearful, its
unutterable iniquities.

He then went on to say:
say that that is & moderate description of
Andersonville, and I will now read a
graph from the ‘testimony of Wilkiam John
Hamilton, & man who never was in the North
—a Catholic priest at Macon and a Democrat;
when you unite these three qualities—a
b a D

tizenship." Well, what after? My sub-
stitute requires that every one of these gen-
tlemen shall show his good faith by taking
the oath which all of us take and are glad to
take.
as a preliminary to a full restoration to all
the rights of citizenship.
I have excepted Jefferson Davis from its op-
Now, I do not place that exception
on the ground that Mr. Davis was, as he is
commonly called, the head and front of the
rebellion, because on that ground I do not
think the exception Wwould be ' tenable.
Davis was just as guilty—no more 50, no less
so—than thousands of others who will get
the benefit of grace and amnesty.
he was far less efficient as an enemy of the
United States; probably he was far more use-
ful as a disturber of the connsels of the Con-
It is not because of any particular
or special damage which he above others did
to the United States, or because he is partic-
ularly of any special consequence that I ex-
cepted him; but I except him on this ground,
that he is the author knowingly, deliberately,
guiltily, wilfully, of the gigantic murder and
crime at Andersonville,
Libby,*] Libby pales in insignificance as
compared to Andersonville,
that ground, and I believe that so rapidly
does one event follow on the heels of another
in the rapid age in which we live that even
those of us who were contemporaneously cog-
nizant of what was transpiring there, still less
those of us who have grown up since, have
failed to realize the gigantic crime which was
there committed.
Peunsylvania introduced this bill Thave taken
the occasion to read some of: the historical
cruelties of the world .
details of those atrocions massacres under the
Duke of Alva in the Low Countries, which
are mentioned with a thrill of horror through-
out Christendom.
St. Bartholomew, which stand out as one of
the atrocities beyond imagination. T have
read anew the horrors untold and i
of the Spanish Inquisition, and I here before
God, measuring my words, knowing their full
extent and import, declare that neither the
Duke of Alva in the Low Countries, nor the
author of the massacre of St. Bartholomew,
nor the thumb-screws and dungeon and
atrocities of the Spanish Inquisition, begin to
compare in strocity with the hideous crime
of Anderson ville,
and galleries, and a remark by Mr. Robbins,
of North Carolina, unheard by Mr. Blaine,
“That it was an infamous slander.”]

Thank God, Mr. Speaker, that when this
Congress was under different control from
that under which it is to-day, with & commit-
tee composed of members of both parties, that
tale of horror was placed where it conld not
be denied or gainsaid.
the story written out by a committee of this
Congress, and by its authority 1 state that
Winder, who is now dead, was sent to Ander-
sonville with a full knowledge of his previous
atrocities, and that ‘those atrocities in Rich-
mond were so bitter, so terrible, that Confed-
erate papers (the Richmond Examiner for
one) said when it was done that they thanked
@God that Richmond was rid of his

battery of Florida artillery will, on receiving
notice that the enemy has approached within
seven miles of this post, open fire on the
stockade with grape shot without reference to
the situation beyond this line of defence.’
Here were those thirty-five thousand poor,
helpless, naked, starving, sickened, dying
men.  This Catholic priest states that he went
to General Cobb to represent to him that if
he could not exchange them they should be
taken before the Union lines in Florids and
let go free, and yet, if the Union forces were
to get within seven miles, that regular order
of Mr. Davis' officer was to open a battery of
grape shot on those poor wretches without
the slightest possible regard to what was go-
ing on outside. Now, I do not arraign the
Southern people for this—God forbid that I
should charge any people with sy hizi

Robert

[Laughter, ]

n, let him
do not think that Congress ought

acknowledged leader of the Republican party
in the House, and was the aspiring leader of
the Republican party of the country, had,
however, willed therwise, and seemed de-
termined that the wounds which were healing
should be reopened, and that the passions
which were hushed should be reinflamed. He
(Hill) wished the House to understand that
be and his associates did not reciprocate either
the purpose or the manifest desire of the gen-
tleman ; and while they felt it their impera-
tive duty to vindicate the trath of history as
regards their section, they did not intend t5
say anything calculated to aid the gentleman
in that work of crimination and recrimination
and of keeping up the war by politicians after
brave men have said it shall end. The gen-
tleman from Maine had made two points in

with such an order. There were many evi-
dences of great uneasiness among the South-
eru people about it, and one of the great
crimes of Mr. Davis was that he concealed it
from the Southern people. We have obtain-
ed a completo series of Mr, Davis' messages,
with the official imprint at Richmond, and they
are now in the Congressional Library. 1 have
looked over them, and I find in his message
of December 7th, 1864, atthe very time when
those horrors, were at their acne, at their
extremest verge of desperation he says:—
“The solicitude of the Government for the re-
lease of our captive fellow-citizens has known
no abatement, but hag, on the contrary, been
still more deeply affected by the sdditional
suffering to which they have been wantonly
subjected by deprivation of adequate food and
clothing and fuel, which they have not been
permitted to purchise from the prison sut-
lers;"" and then he adds that the “enemy at-
tempt to excuse their barbarous conduct by
the unfounded allegation that it was retalia-
tory for like conduct on our part.”” Now, I
undertak: to say that there is not a Coafed-
erate soldier now living who hasany credit as
& man in his community and who ever was a
prisoner in the hands of the Union forces,
who will say that he was cruelly treated, that
he ever was deprived of the same rations
which the Union soldiers bad, or the same
food.

Mr. Cook, of Georgia—Thousands of them,

Mr. Blaine—Well, I take issue on that and
I say that not one can trathfully state it. As
for measures of retaliation, though goaded by
this terrific treatment of our friends in prison
by Mr. Davis, the Senate of the United States
specifically refused to pass a resolution of re-
taliation as contrary to modern civilization
and to the first precepts of Christianity.
There was no retaliation attempted or justifi-
ed. It wasrefused, and Jefferson Davis knew
it was refused just as well as he knows it to-
day, because what took place in Washington
or what took place in Richmond of that kind
was known on either side of the line within a
day or two th £ Now, this is not a
proposition to punish Mr. Davis. There is
nothing attempted to do that. 1 very frankly
sny that I always thought that the indictment
of Mr. Davis at Richmond under the admin-
istration of Johnson was a weak step, for he
was indicted only for that which he was guil-
ty in common with every other gentleman who
went into the Confederate movement, and
therefore there was no particular reason for
singling him oat for indictment. But I will
undertake to say this, and with good delibes
ation, that there is not a ¢ivilized government
on the face of the globe, very certainly not an
European government, which would not have
arrested Mr, Davis, or which when it had him
inits power would not have tried him for
maltreatment of prisoners of war and shot
him within thirty days. France, Russia, Eng-
land, Germany, Austria—any of them would
have doneit. The poor victim Wirz deserved
his death for the brutal treatment of prison-
ers, but I always thought it was a weak move-
ment on the part of our Government to allow
Jefferson Davis to go at large and hang Wirz.
Wirz was nothing in the world bot & mere
subordinate and tool, and therefore there was

X

is & very small exaction to make

In my amendment

Mr.

Probably

[A member—*‘And

I place it on

Since the gentleman from

I have read over the

I have read the details of

[Sensation in the Hall

I hold in my hand

noj phy in ing him for punish-
We, in the North, know from returning skele- | ment. 8till, I do not say that he did not de-
tons what he had accomplished at Belle Isle | serve it. He did richly, fully deserve it, and

Fresh from those accomplish- | he deserved no mercy.

But what you ask ue to do is to declare, by
a vote of two-thirds of both branches of Con-
gress, solemnly, that we consider Mr. Davis
worthy to fill the highest offices in the United
States if he ean get a -constituency to trust
bim, He is a voter ; he can buy and he can
sell ; he can go and come ; he is as free as
any man in the United States ; there is a long
list of subordinate offices to which he is eligi-
ble. But this proposition proposes, in view
of the record which I bave read, to declare,
by a two-third vote of the Senate and a two-
third vote of the House, Mr. Davis eligible
and worthy to fill any office, up to the Presi-
dency of the United States. For one, on full
deliberation, I will not do it. It has been
frequently said in mitigation of Mr. Davis in
the amnesty matter, that the men who died
in such large numbers (the victims I believe
number 1,600) fell victims to an epidemic and
died of diseases which could not be avoided.
Now, the record shows that of 35,000 men
about thirty-three per cent, died ; that is one
in three. Of the soldiers who were encamp-
ed within half a mile of the stockade and who
guarded it, but one man in 400 died. Now
as to general amnesty. It is too late to de-
bate it. Whether it has in all respects been
wise or unwise, I shall not detain the House
in discussing,

The very men who have received amnesty

I undertake here to say that I do

1 only

I undertake to

eve that in no one instance, except one,
uch a petition was refused, I believe that in
0 one instance, except one, has there been
ny difficulty, by unanimous vote, even to pass
ch bills. Now I find an equally erroneous
of judgment in reference to the num-
ber still under disabilities in the South. I
ve had oceasion, by. conferences with the
Departments of the Navy and War and by re-
ference to some other records, to be able to
e to the House with more accuracy than
been already stated, just the number of
entlemon who are still under disabilities.
f'hose who were officers of the United States
rmy, edacated at the expense of the Gov-
rnment at West Point, and who joined ?z
ebellion and are still under disabilities,
timated at the War Department at- 826,
| mber of such persons in the navy are
206, and those coming under the 9&?2«(10,
members of the Thirty-sixth and Thirty
nth Congress, Judges, heads of departments
nd foreign Mivisters, I am not able to give
he humber exactly, lmﬂhe,"pbh, number of
[persons now under disability in the 8 is
about 750, I very frankly say that in regard
0 all those I know of no réason why amn
should not be granted to” them a4 it hind by
to many of the niuvdm.;,lu- here
argue against it, since amnesty has becomne
eneraly and I am not mm; “'lw
that question, [ am. in favor o !
them, but in the absence 3‘-&
form and petition - which . since. the 27th of
May, 1872, has become & sort orwdi;lﬂh;
o prelimicary to amnenty, T smply widh 4
put into the law that the person shall go be-
fore a United States Court, and in open court,
uplifted

man, &,

priest—you willi ot find
strained in favor of the Republican party.
[Loud and continuons laughter.]. Mr. Blaine
here read from the testimony of Father Ham:
ilton, as given in the Wirz trial, in whicli the
witness related the case of a young man named
Farrell, from the North of Ireland, whom he
saw among the prisoners st Andersonville
suffering very much from a wound on the
right foot, which had opened like an oyster,
and which had been simply caused by expos-
ure to the sun in the stockade. The priest
had given him a stocking to. cover his foot,
and when he returned to the stockade the fol:
lowing week he inquired for Farrell.
companion told him 'that he had stepped
Pacross the déad-line atd requested the guards
o 2hoot him. .
not insane when he had seen him the mrior,n
week, ? .

Mr, Blaine then continued :,
sire to go into such hotrible details from ‘any
purpose df re
say that the man who adwmivistered that prison
went there by order of Mr. Davis. and was
sustained by him, and that this William J.

Hamilton, whose t my T
went to_General Howe r4 bb, commanding

that dqnmut.ud:’nkod that the condi-
tion of the prises
the Confederate
In fact, there are o'
proofy to shiow th
possession of

and p Catholic

are as busy as they know how to be in consol-
ck o b ki 65 s

g pact p
the old slave States just as before the war,
and we see the banner blazoned again with
the inscription that with a united South and
o few votes from the North, this country can
be governed. T want the people to under-
stand that this is precisely the motive; that
thig is the animts and intent. I do not think
that offering amnesty to 760 men who are now
without it; will either hasten or retard that
movement. 1 do not think that granting or
refasing amnesty to Mr. Davis will hasten or
retard it. I hear it said that we are going to
elevate Mr. Davis into very great

his speech 3 ity and grace of
the Republican party and the brutality of
those whom he pleased to term rebels. As
to the first question, he did not propose to
weary the House to-day ; because with the
history of the last fifteen years yet fresh in the
mind of the world, it was useless to speak of
the grace and imity of the Republi

days effort before General Dix, of New York.
He quoted the testimony of an Union soldier
on the Wirz trial, to the effect that there nev-
er had been any difficulty in getting vegeta-

to

of resolutions ; and thereupon Senator Hill,
of Georgia, is vecorded as having offered the
resolation which T have just read,

Mr. Hill—~I was Chairman of the Judiciary
Condit

uot deem it advisable_or just to reinforce the
enemy, and an immediate resus of ex-
changes would have had
any corresponding benefit.’” ¥

bles at And ille. He then p ded

discuss the cause of the horrors at Anderson-
ville, He suid that the first cause was want
of medicine. But whose fault was it that they
could not get medicine?  They did not have
medicine in the Confoderacy, and the Federal
G had made medici band
of war, a thing which no other country on
earth had ever done before. Not even had
the Duke of Alva done such a thing. Even
the Federal office:s had received instructions
to examine women passing through the lines,
to search their petticoats even, so as to pré-
vent them bringing medicine to the Confed-
eracy. Who (he asked) was responsible for
that? There was also anether misfortune,
and that was the want of clothing. Clothing,
of course, had been made contraband of war.
He declared that whatever horrors had exist-
ed at Andenonv'ille, wot one of them could be
attributed to u single order of the Confeder-

G

party. With the master enslaved, with intel-
ligence disfranchised, with society disordered,
with States subverted, and with legislatures
dispersed, people could not afford to talk of
grace and magnanimity. If that were grace
and magnanimity he prayed God to save the
country in future from such virtues. The
gentleman from Maine had made the grave
indictment against Mr. Davis that he was
guilty of the murders and crimes at Ander-
sonville, and the gentleman (Mr. Blaine)stood
before the country with his yery fame in peril,
if, after making such a charge, he failed to
prove it.

He (Hill) would take up the gentleman's
propositions in their order. He hoped that
no one would imagine that he was here to pass
any enlogy on Mr. Davis. The record on
which his fame must rest had been made up,
and his companions and friends had remitted
that record to the only tribunal that would
give an impartial judgment—honest posterity.
In the meantime no ealogy of his could help
it; no censure from the gentleman (Blaine)
could damage it, and no act or resolution of
the House could affectit. The charge against
Mr. Davis was that he was a deliberate, wil-
ful, scheming d of th ds ‘of his
fellow-citizens, Knowing the high character
and reputation of the gentleman from Maine
he (Hill) had supposed when he heard the
charge fall from his lips that he had certainly
made a recent discovery, and he listened for
the evidence. But what was it? Nothing
but the partial report of a Congressional com-

ate and that every one of them

Mr. Hill then quoted a letter from Junius
Henri Browne in the New York Tvibune, to
the effect that General Batler had stated in
o speech at Lowell, Massachusetts, that he
had been prompted by Mr. Stanton to put
forward the negro question in order to com-
plieate the exchange of prisoners, Mr.
Browne's comment upon it being that Mr,
Stanton was the digger of the unnamed graves |
which crowded the vieinity of every Southern
prison with never-to-be-forgotten horrors.

Mr. Hill then proceeded to sam up his ar-
gument and said : What have we proved ? T
have proved that the Federal authorities broke
the cartel deliberately. [ have proved that
they refused to reopen that cartel when ap-
proached by Mr. Steph issioner,
solely on the ground of humanity. I have
proven that they made medicine contraband
of war, and thereby left us to the dread ne-

in the Senate, and, very likely,
like the Chairman of the Committee on Rales
at the last session, I may have consented to
that report. [Laughter at the expense of
Mr. Bluine.)

Mr. Blaine—Does the gentleman admit that
he made that report?

Mr. Hill—I do not know; but it is very
likely. ' [Derisive laughter on the Republi-
can side. ]

Mr. Blaine~The copy 1 have quoted from
is entitled “‘Republicanism in America.”” |
wish to know whether the gentleman was the
author of that resolution.

Mr. Hill—I really do not recollect. [Re-
newed lnughter on the Republican side. ]

Mr. Blaine (| )—The tl
does not say that he was not the author of it,

Mr. Hill—I do not ; but { think I was not
the author of it.

Mr. Blaine—I thought that as the gentle-
man's effort was to show the humane charae-

cine s could be improvised in the Confeder-

grew out of the of the "
whicht necessity was fastened on the Confed-
eratés by the conduct of the other side.

He challenged Mr, Blaiue to meet him face
to face and fact to fact in the discussion of the
question, declaring that the time was past
when the country could accept the impudence
of assertion for the force of argument or the
recklessne;s of statement for the truth of his-
tory. He (Mr. Hill) did not want to unfold
the chapter on the other side. He was an
American who honored his country and his
whole country, and it was not pleasant for
him to bring forward proof that any portion
of his country had been guilty of wilful erime
or wilful treatment of poor, manacled prison-
ers.  Most of those horrors were inseparable
frow a state of war, and he wanted the people
to recollect that, so that hereafter they shounld
not be hurried into another war. Still, as a
set-off to the gentleman’s (Blaine's) statement
about Andersonville, he would read some ex-
tracts from a letter written by a Confederate
surgeon, who was a prisoner of war at Elmira,
He read portions of that letter, in which it
was stated that the mortality at Elmira was
no less than at Andersonville.

Mr. Platt, of New York, asked him who
was the author of the letter,

Mr. Hill replied that he did not know.

Mr. Platt declared, as living within thirty-
six miles of Elmira, that the statements were
unqualifiedly false.

Mr. Hill replied that he did not say that

mittee. The testimony read was exclusively
ex parte testimony, taken while the gentleman
now on trial before the country was in prison,
without & hearing, and without the opporta-
nity of @ hearing. If there was ary principle
held sacred in the Angle-Saxon mind, it was
that an Englishman was not to be condemned
until he should be confronted with his wit.
nesses.  But the testimony was not only ex
parte, but was mutilated, palpably mutilated,
most adroitly matilated.

In this connection, Mr. Hill referred to the
statement of Dr. Jones, one of the witnesses
on the Wirz trial, who had been sent by the
Confederate Government to make a report as
to the condition of Andersonville, but whose
report had never reached the Confederate au-
thorities. That report had, in the hands of
the Judge Advocate, been mutilated, and Dr.
Jones had called the attention of the court to

the were true, but only that they
were as good as the statements quoted on
the other side. He merely nsed them as a
set off. But after all, what was the test as to
the degree of misery suffered in Northern and
Southern prisons? The test was the resalt,
The report of Mr. Stanton, Secretary of War
(the Republiean side of the House will believe
him,) exhibited the fact that of the Federal
prisoners in the hands of the Confederate
authorities during the war, 22,576 had died,
and that of the Confederate prisoners in
Federal hands 26,436 had died. Surgeon
Geneaal Barnes (he supposed the Republi-
cans would believe him also) had given the
number of Confederate prisoners in Federal
hands during the war as 220,000, and of
Federal prisoners in Confederate hands at
270,000. Therefore, out of the 270,000 pris-
oners in Confederate hands only 22,576 had
died, while out of the 220,000 Confederate

the fact, one of the supy d be-
ing that home-sickness and disappointment
among the prisoners had been more destrue-
tive of life than any physical causes. During
the whole month of the Wirz trial the Federal
Government, with all the means at its dispo-
sal, had not produced a single atrocity. Even
the day of his execution Wirz had been offer-
ed a commutation of his sentence if he would
implicate Mr. Davis ; but Wira's answer to his
counsel was, ‘“ Mr. Schade, you know that I
have always told you that T do not know any-
thing about Jefferson Davis. He had no eon-
nection with me as to what was done at An-
dersonville. T woald not become a traitor
against him or anybody else even to save my
life."” But, said Mr. Hill, what poor Wirz,
within two hours of his execation, would not
say for his life, the gentleman from Maine
says to the country for the sake of keeping
his party in power. [Sensation.] Sir, Chris
tianity is a falsehood, humaniyy is a Iie, Givi-
lization is a cheat, or the man who would not
make a false charge for his life was never
guilty of & wilful murder.

Mr. Hill went on to argue that on the logic
of Mr. Blaine's speech (holding Mr. Davis
responsible for the acts of Mr. Winder), Pres-
ident Grant might be held respounsible for the
acts of McDonald and Joyce ; and he asked
whether Mr. Blaine meant to establish a rule
of construction that would authorize the coun-
try to arraign President Grant for lici

in Federal hands 26,436 bad died.
The ratio was 12 per cent. of Confed

ter of the Confed Congress this might

0 acy. I'have proved that they refused to allow
aid him in remembering the facts,

the surgeons of their own acms to accompany
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cessity of supplying prisons with such medi- | 5
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Mr. Hill—With oll due deference 10 the | their prisoners to the South. 1 have proved
gentleman, he did not think any such thing. | that the Confed horities proposed to
[Laughter.] He thought he would divert me | retarn your sick and ded without an i

from the purpose of my argument,

Mr. Blaine (apologetically)—Oh, o, the
gentleman can bave all the time he wants.

Mr. Hill~What measures the Confederate
Government might have thought proper to
take at that time to protect the women and
children of the Confederacy from insurrection
T do not recollect, but I shall not be diverted
by the gentleman from Maine from the course
of my argument to go into the history of
slavery, or of the insurrection, or John
Brown's raid. I know this, that whether I
or any other gentleman on the committee was
suthor of ‘the resolution (and which I think
more than probable,) our purpose was not to
do injustice to any man, woman or child,
North or South, but to adopt what we deemed
stringeut measurgs fo protect our wives and
chiléren from servile insarrection and slaugh-
ter while our brave sons were in the field.
[Murmur of applause from the Democratic
side.] To the letter which I have read from
Mr. Ould, our Commissioner of Exehange in
1864, proposing that each side should send
surgeons to attend to their own prisoners,
that those surgeons shall carry medicine to
the prisoners, that they should nurse and treat
them, and be alro commissioned s commis-
saries and provide them with food, clothing
and everything that wis needed for their
comfort, no veply was ever received. In
August, 1864, there were two more proposi-
tions.* The cartel of exehange had been |
broken by the Federals under certain preten- |

equivalent in August, 1864, and that you never
deigned to reply until December, 1864, I
Kave proved that your high officers in com-
mand gave as a reason why they would not
exchange prisoners, that it would be humane
to the prisoners but cruelty to the soldiers in
the field. It was & purt of your military pol-
icy to let your prisoners suffer, rather than that
the Confederacy should have an inerease of
its wilitary force. 1 have also proved that
with all the horrors which you have made
such a noise about as oceurring at Anderson-
ville, greater horrors occurred in the prisons
where you held our troops, aad that the per-
centage of death was three per cent. greater
among our prisoners in your hands than among
your prisonérs in our hands. When the gen-
tleman from Maine rises again to give birth
to that unmitigated effusion of genius without
a fact to sustain it, in which he says: *“And
here before my God, measuring my words,
knowing their full intent apd import, I declare
that neither the deeds of the Duke of Alva in
the Low Countries, nor the massacre of Saint
Bartholomew, nor the thumb-screws and en-
gines of torture of the Spanish Inguisition,
begin to compare in atrocity with the hideons
crime of Andersonville.” Let him add to it:
““And the atrocities of Andersonville do not
beginto compare with the atrocities of Elniira,
of Fort Douglas, or of Fort Delaware.”” And
of all the atrocities, both at Andersonyille
and Elwira, the Confederate Government

stands d from all ibility and |
blame. i :

Mr Hill then quoted from the speech made
by Jefferson Davis to the Coufederate sol- |’
diers, after the retreat of General McClellan

ces. In 1864 the prisoners were accumulat-
ing on both sides to such an extent that Mr.
Ould made another proposition—to waiyve
every objection and to agree to' whatever

terms the Federal Government would demiand, from before Richmond, in which he said that |,
andtorenew theexchange of pri for | the ing glory of the soldiers was their

man and officer for officer, just as the Federal | 1, to the ded and the pri g
(';m‘emme“" might prescribe. That proposi- who had fallen into their hands. He also re-
tion was also rejected. In the same month of ferred to the fact that the Richmond Ezami-
Augsst, 1864, finding that the Federal Goy- ner (which Mr. Blaine had quoted yesterday
ernment would neither exchange prisoners as authority against Mr. Davis) had stated
nor agree to sending surgeons to the prison: the k 5 rosity of Jefferson
ers on each ;ide, and, the Confederate Gov- ‘l:::in :.;:‘:ﬁ’“:g‘:.:gh c::d.-q
ernment finding itself with increasing num- gentleman Maine w‘

bers of prisoners on hand, proposed to send h];h:m © ‘.,,:::-u,_ Dnv:ﬂlv of h.ﬂ
to the Feflcnl Go’emment .lha sick and humanity, and yet the witness said that the
:om’zdjed pno:neu without equivalent. The bumanity and generosity of Davis would ruin

prisoners in Federal hands died, and less than
9 per cent. of Federal prisoners in Confeder-
ate hands, And, my friend, (add Mr

officially d
in August, 1864, that if the Federial Gor'll'n' w}hcmr::y.'ho were there at the time

‘;nen'. would send steamers :nd transports to know it to be the fact. One of the most per-

Blaine, with great emphasis,) who is the
murderer? I would believe Surgeon Gen-
eral Barnes in preference to any politician
over there. The gentleman (Platt) says be
lives thirty-six miles away from Elmira.
Perhaps he could have smelled the small-pox
that far. He certainly could not have seen
it, and I venture to say that if the small-pox
was at the prison camp no one could have
got him nearer than thirty-six miles. He isa
wonderful witness. [Laughter.]
Butitis not equal to the mutilated
dence which the gentleman from Maine in-
troduced yesterday. We know how our
prisoners suffered in Federal hands, if we
choose to tell. Thousands of our poor fel-
lows came home from Elmira, Fort Delaware
and other places with their fingers frozen off,
with their toes frozen off, and with their teeth
fallen out.  But the great question is at last,
who was responsible for that state of shings ?
and that is really the only im ques-

h the Confed: would | . harges Rickmond
return the sick and wounded prisoners on its S oS -
hands without an eqnivalent. That proposi-
tion which was communicated to the Federal
authorities in August, 1864, was not answered
until December, 1864, when some ships were
sent to Savannah. The record will show
that the chief suffering and the chief mortali-
tyat Andersounville was between August and
December, 1864. We sought to allay that
suffering by asking you to take your prisoners
off our hands without equivalent and without
asking you to return a man for them, and you
refused to do it. . Mr, Hill went on to quote a
series of resolutions passed by the Federal
prisoners at Andersonville, on the 28th of
September, 1864, in which all due praise is
given to the Confederate Government for the
attention paid to them, wud in which it is said
that the sufferings which they endared were
not caused i ionally by the Confed
Government, but by force of circumstances.

was his humanity. Over and over again has
Mr. Davis been heard to say, when applied.

prisoners (I quote his very language,) ““The
inhumanity of the enemy to our prisoners can
be no justification for a disregard by us of the
rules of civilized warfare and Christianity.’”

Therefore he persisted in it, and this paper
cried out against him that he would ruin the
Confederacy. But, why bring up such a sub-
ject? War is always horrible. War always
brings hardships, death, sorrow, ruin, devas-
tation.  And he is unworthy to be considered
a statesman, looking to the pacification of
the country, who will parade the horrors in-

tion. Mr. Hill went on to discuss the history

of the exchange of prisouérs, dwelling on the

fact that the cartel, which was established in

1862, was interrupted in 1863, and that the

Federal authority refused to continue the
h

in the whiskey frands.

Was Mr. Grant responsible, he asked, for
Credit Mobilier, for the Sanborn contract, or
for the frauds in the District of Columbia ?
And yet Mr. Grant had absolutely sent to the
Senate of the United States for confirmation
for a high office the name of & man (alluding
to Mr. Alexander R, Shepherd, of Washing-
ton,) who stood charged before the country
with the grossest peculations and frauds on
this District, after the charges had been made
and while they were pending. He (Hill) was
neither the author nor the disciple of such
political logic. ~ But if the gentleman’s
(Blaine's) pruposition with regard to Mr, Da-
vis were true, then by the same logic General
Grant, instead of being entitled to a third
term, was entitled to twenty terms in twenty
penitentiaries. [Laughter.] The argument
was false ; it was & libel on American rules of

ge of pri , and alluded to the fact
of Mr. Alex. H. Stephens, Vice President of
the Confed y having been issioned
by President Davis in July, 1863, to come to
Washington and consult with the Federal
authorities in regard to the exchange of
prisoners, quoting Mr. Davis' letter to M.
Stephens that his mission was simply one of
humanity, and had no political aspect. Bat
when Mr. Stephens appealed to Admiral Lee
for permission to go up to Washington on
the steamer Torpedo, Admiral Lee returned
him this answer : ““The request of Alexan-
der H, Stephens is ipadmissible. ~Gideon
Welles, Secretary of the Navy.” The next
effort in the same direction was made on Jan-
uvary 7, 1864, wheu Mr. Robect Ould, Con-
federate Agent of Exchange, wrote to the
Federal of Exchange, proposing, in
view of the difficulties attending the reléase

law, and was without precedent. No prece-
dent for it could be found in any civilized
country, He (Hill) acquitted General Grant
of any complicity in the whiskey and the rey-
enue frauds, and the facts acquitted Mr, Da-
vis of complicity with any atrocity anywhere,
Mr, Hill proceeded to quote the law of the
Confederate Government on the subject of
of pri

His | by refusing amnesty to him. That is not for
me to consider. I only see before me, where

is name is presented, the man who, by a
wink of his eye, by a wave of his hand, by a
nod of his head could have stopped the atroe-
ities at Andersonville,  Some of us had kins-
men there, most of us had friends there, all
of us had countrymen there, and in the name
of those kinsmen and friends and countrymen
1 hiere protest) and shall with my vote protest,
against ever colling back and crowning with
the honors of full American_citizenship the
men who organized that murder, [Lioud ap-
plause on the Republican side of the House
and in the galleries. ] k

He added that the man was

K
1 do not de-
ng i bad feeling. I desire to

have just read,

Rigd Aaiansmitted to
Government at Richmond.
many instances

i

nnc-o_;:_n.nu. 1 ont
The House then proceeded to the consider-

ation of the Amnesty was addressad
by Mr. Hill of Georgia.

the in which it is pro-
vided that the ration for prisoners of war
shall be the same in quantity and quality as
those furnished to enlisted men in the army
of the Confederacy. That law, be said, was
passed by the Confederate Congress, was ap-
proved by Mr. Davis, and was, so far as Mr.
Davis' agency was concerned, executed, The
gentleman from Mainé had gone so far as to.

say that Mr. Davis had sent General Winder
to Ande: vilkhthptrpouolﬂenim’ I3
a den of horrors. The answer o that was an

order locating the prison, which Mr. Hill pro-
ceeded to read and which provided that it
should be in a_healthy locality, with plenty
of pure water, a running stream, and, it pos-
ible, shade trees, and in the immediate neigh-

of that surg: of the army on
each side should be allowed to attend their
own soldiers while prisoners in the hands of
the enemy, and should have charge of their
nursing and medicine and provisions, which
proposition was also rejected.

At this point of the debate Mr, Hill's hour
expired, but by unanimous cousent he was
allowed to proceed without limitation as to
time,

Mr. Blaine asked him whether he had not
been ber of the Confed Senate.

C upon that lution, Mr. Hill
said, brave men are always honest and true;
soldiers never slander. I would believe the
statements of those gallant soldiers at Ander- =
sonville as ined in that luti 'h‘h

preference to the whole tribe of Republican

- demonstrations on
side and in the galleries.]
Let fanaticism do its worst. Let it pass its
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raids on our people, multiply infidelities |
until they shall be like the stars of heaven, of |
the sands of the sea-shore—without number |

could reject such appeals from their owa sol-
diers, aud yet even in response to that succor,
did not come ?  Why (he continued) were all
these appeals resisted? Whydid the Federal
authorities refuse to allow their own surgeons
to attend upon their own soldiers when pris-
oners of war, and to carry them medicine and
comforts . Why did the Federal Govern-
ment refuse to exchange prisoners, man for
man and officer for officer? Why did it re-
fuse to stand up to its_own solemn engage- |
nantnwhinmfonhmiy&

oners? Who is in fault? There must be &
reason for this great atrocity, and that is the
next point to which I wish to call the attention
of the House. Listen to the reason, the New
York Tribune in 1864, referring to the occur’
rences which I have related says (I suppose | Wrong
you would believe the Twibune in even
if you do not believe it now:) “In
the rebels offered to renow the exchange,
the following important order: “Itis hard
on our men held in Southern prisons not to
exchange them, but it is hamane to those left | ciation
in the ranks to fight our battles, Every man
released on parole or otherwise  an
uﬁuloldhnpilnunq-u,,, direct-
l'ol" Az 1. we A 715

the South will never again seek a remedy
the madness of anothersecession. [ !

i

Mr. Hill replied that he had been,

Mr. Biaine then proceeded to quote a reso-
lution offered in the Confederate Congress by
Senator Hill, of Georgia, to the following
offect. ““That every person
a soldier or officer of the United who
shall be captared on the soil of the Confeder:
ate States after the Ist of January, 1868,
shall be presumed to have entered the terri-

e

contrary
which his trial shall be had,

death.”  He asked Mr. Hill

nge which liberates all up.' 4 N
A ¥ v A
L { 3
m‘b:wi;.:-lﬂﬂ.' u&‘
m&uumw:u&hlndh
compromise our safety here.! ;

aminer and some others against Mr. Davis of

to to retaliate for the horrors inflicted on our b

Cnmn:;l;::m U pu
menced in 1776, 100 years o
P i e
which was by about 3,000,000 of
civilized human L

~but know this, that for all your. iniquities | This




