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JSelert foetrg*
A LEAP YEAR VISION.

Eugene Field in Hartford Time*.

Can I forget that winter night
In eighteen eighty-four.

When Nellie, charming littlesprite,
Came tapping at the door ?

“Good evening, miss,” I blushing said,
For in my heart Iknew—

And, knowing, hung my pretty head—

That Nellie came to woo.

She clasped my big red hand and fell

Adown upon her knees.

And cried: “You know Ilove you well,

So be my husband, please.”
And then she swore she’d ever be

A tender wife and true—
Ah, what delight itwas to me

That Nellie came to woo

She’d lace my shoes and dam my hose,
And mend ray shirts, she said,

And grease my comely Roman nose,
Each night on going to bed;

She’d build the fires and fetch the coal,

* And split the kindlings, too—

Love’s perjuries o'erwhelmed her soul

When Nellie came to woo.

And as I,blushing, gave no check.
To her advances rash.

She twined her arms about my neck
And toyed with ray moustache;

I And then she pleaded for a kiss,
While I—what could Ido

But coyly yield me to that bliss
When Nellie came to woo?

I am engaged, and proudly wear

A gorgeous diamond ring
And Ishall wed ray lover fair

Some time in gentle spring.
Iface my doom without a sigh—

And so, forsooth, would you.

Ifyou but loved as fond os I,
And Nellie came to woo.

:

JWttt £io\%
ENTERTAININGA CLERGYMAN

Old Mr. Bittleston had a charming house
and grounds on the Thames, near Marlow,
including a pretty little eyot. One sultry
afternoon he was enjoying a placid dose in a

shady arbor near the water’s edge, when he
was aroused bythe splashingot oars, and be-
held a young man in a boating costume in
the act of alighting upon the lawn, Mr.
Bittleston sprang to his feet in an instant,
prepared to lose his temper on small provo-
cation. He knew the stranger’s errand, |
for he received half a dozen promiscuous
visits of this kind in the course of the day.
When the young man drew near he proved
to be rather a mild-looking youth who wore
spectacles and seemed diffident and em-

barrassed. _ j
‘‘Have Ithe pleasure of speaking to the !

proprietor of this island ? he inquired, !
politely lifting his straw hat from his head. ;

“Yes, the island belongs to me,” said j
Bittleston, shortly.

“Will you permit me to hand you my
i card?” said the stranger, producing a card- ;
| case.

j Mr. Bittleston felt somewhat molified ;
by the young man's polite and respectful
demeanor, and he took the card, ft bore ;
the following inscription: “The Rev. {
Mark Avery, 14 Hayter street, St. George’s j

I in-the-East.” “Oh ! you are a clergyman,” j
| remarked the old gentleman, who had a |
I good old-fashioned regard for “the cloth.” Ij “Yes, in spite of my dress, which is de- j
cidedly anti-clerical,” said the young man, j

i smiling. “Isuppose you can guess why I

I trouble you. We arc on our way to Ox-
( ford, and Iwished your permission to camp j
jout on your island for the night with ray j
jfriends.” j

“I'm sorry to say that I’ve been obliged
, to put a stop to that,” said Mr. Bittleston;
i “I’mafraid I cannot make an exception in
your case.”
j “Ihope you will sir,” said the parson, ipersuasively; “I plead not so much for {

I myself as for my two companions. They |
I are both very worthy young men, and this
I little trip, which I have organized, is a I
! pleasure which they have never before ex-

jperienced. One is a pupil teacher at our j
schools, and the other is assistant in the |
night school. They have both earned a

holiday, and Iwish to do all Ican to pro- j
mote their enjoyment.”

“You will find plenty of accommodation
at Marlow, at all events,” said Mr. Bittle- j
ston.

“Undoubtedly; but the fact is, we can- |
I pot afford to pay for it,” returned the Rev. !
| Mark, candidly“my companions have no
! money, and ipy own purse is, unfortunately,
very narrow.”

j “Oh I then you are paymaster?” said;

| the old gentleman, whose kind heart was {
j touched by the parson’s artles.-, confession. ]

“Yes, it is jny treat, in fact,” answered j
the Rev. Mark,'smiling; “of course, ifyou j

| object to our landing on your island, we

i roust try elsewhere. But it is a convenient ;
i ' spot, and Ihoped—-

’ | “Well, for this once I will make an ex-1
ceptioq,” interrupted Mr. Bittleston, unable

Ito resist any longer. “I must ask you to
fixyour camp on the most remote corner

of the island, and not damage the under-
I wood. When you take your morning bath,
}please bear in mind windows of \
\ my house overlook the island,”

j “We will do nothing that can possibly
• i offend you,” returned the young man, offer- .

ing his hand to Mr. Bittleston, who grasped ;
it in a friendly fashion; “Iam exceedingly

1 obliged to you for your kindness.”
. “Don't mention it,” said the old gentle-

man, walking by the parson’s side across
| the lawn ; “any little thing we can do for

i you, or supply you with, do not hesitate to

ask. ffaye you any fresh milk? Iknow
' that it is a pbwmtidjty whjch is generally in

request.”
“Thank you. We won’ttrespass further

r on your kindness,” returned the Rev.
- Mark, heartily; “we have our provisions.”

“Would you and your companions come

and dine at the house with me to-night ?”

inquired Mr. Bittleston, who was a hospi-
table old gentleman, and had taken rather
a fancy to the young man ; “my wife and

s daughters would be pleased.”
r “You are extremely kind, butthc fact is

i- my companions, though excellent young
' men, are not quite refined enough to sit at
® your table,” said the Rev. Mark, cautiously
; lowering his voice, so that the occupants of
i. the boat should not hear him: “for my-

self,” he added aloud, “Ishould only be too
pleased; but, unfortunately, I have no

lt clothes but these I stand up in. We are
,f only away for the inside of a week, and
n must be back on Sunday.”

“Never mind your clothes,” said the old
Mr. Bittleston ; “we shall be quite alone

_ to-night, and my wife and daughters are
accustomed to SCO guests in boating cos-
tume."

“In this case, Ishall be only too happy,”
n said the Rev. Mark, as he stepped into the

boat; “what time do you dine?"
>. “At7 you will hear the gong,” answered
1, Mr. Bittleston from the bank, as he glanc-
:e ed at the young parson’s companions.

'e The latter were very unprepossesing young
D f men, and would evidently have been out of

place in a gentleman's dining-room. On
seeing them, it occunred to Mr. Bittleston
that he had been a little too precipitate

_

with his invitations, and itwas partly owing
)y to this reflection that he took down the

clergy list on reaching the house, and
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bargains.

J T. WAMPLER
Cordially invites his friends and the public

Orally to call and examine his

LARGE stock of goods,

,„d compare prices before purchasing else-

where. We have

BOIES' DRESS GOODS

AND DOMESTIC GOODS, d-c.,

OF ALLKINDS.

ODE NOTION DEPARTMENT

Ijfull and complete with all the Latest Nov- j
titles. Incur

QOEENSWARE department,

ffhicli is the largest and best selected in the
county, we defy competition.

OUE GROCERY DEPARTMENT

Is always complete with all the various grades :
~f Sugars, Coffees, Teas, Spices, Fruits, Ac. 1
f,keep also a Large Stock of

japaned Ware, Tin Ware, Wooden

Ware, Glass Ware and Sample

Goods,

in nf which we sell at Rock Bottom Prices.All
J. T. WAMPLER,

i ap22-tf West End, Westminster, Md.

Foe
dyspepsia, nervous-

ness,
Bilious Attacks, Headache, Costiveness, Chills

anil fevers, and all Diseases of the
Liver and Stomach,

JM. Laboqce’s ANTI-BILIOUS BITTERS ,
are decidedly

tuc MOST POTENT REMEDY THAT
CAN BE USED.

It is a Purely Vegetable, Faultless Family
Medicine, and has been manufactured at LA-

ROQCE'S PHARMACY, one of the most
prominent drug stores of Baltimore, for more
than half a century. Its efficiency in all

forms ofLiver Disease has been tested and '
approved by thousands of the most prominent

ertnens of Baltimore, who have used it suc-
cessfully in combating the above complaints,
all of which arise from a derangement of the
liver and disordered stomach. We therefore
say to vou confidently ifyou have Dyspepsia, '
suffer from Sick or Nervous Headache, have J
Chills, Boivels are Constipated, or you feel \
pumUy played out and don't care a conti-
nental whether you lire or die, try J. M. Lar- .
lupus Anti-Bilious Bitters, and our word for j

, it. a single dose, taken either at night on re- j
tiring or in the morning before breakfast, will

mate you feel like a new man. Ifyou live in j
a malarious section, where chills and fevers
abound, it will be found a most effectual rem- j
edy inguarding the system from all attack.
The price, too, is reasonable and within the i
reach of all; 25 cents for the herbs in pack- ]

ages, or sl,llO for the bottles ready prepared. ,
"

IV. E. THORNTON, Sole Proprietor, j
Cor. Baltimore and Harrison Sts., Baltimore,

nov 10,1888-1 yr

THE BIG EIRE

The Zeiber Building has been rebuilt and

I am hack inmy new store, and am now get- j
fling in a choice line of

WALL PAPERS,
all new and handsome designs, just from the

factory.
Window Shades and Shade Goods

m.all colors, with all the new styles of trim- i
Tilings, Ac. I have also

ADDED THE PICTURE BUSINESS,
and willkeep on hand and jmaike .to order all ;
sizes and grades of Picture Frames. A choice j
selection ofOil Paintings, Chromos, Ac.,which j
lam selling very low. I also have very !
handsome line of Window Cornices, Walnut
and Ebony Poles for Lace and other Curtains.
These are a class ofgoods that retail at a very-
high rate, but 1 am now making a specialty
of them, and will guarantee to sell 25 per
cent, less than city prices. Myfacilities are j
now complete for doing all kinds ol work in
my line, and I am fullyprepared to do allkinds ¦
of Fpholsterine, Mattress Making, Laying
Carpets, Ac. Parties wanting Papering done 1
cannot find any better or newer sty-lea to se- j
lect from than I have, nor any better work- ;
men to put it on for them, at prices that defy j
competition. Orders by mail will receive 1
prompt attention. Thanks for past favors. \

J. M. WELLS,
Zeiber Building, Main Street, |

sep 22-lf Westminster, Md. i

JJAINES & CO.,

Wholesale and Retail Grocers,

Respectfully call attention to their large j
slock of Groceries, Ac., at their Store, a few idoors east of the Railroad Depot, Westmin-
ster, Md.

Our facilities are such as to enable ns to

offer great inducements in prices, as we pur- !
chase for Cash and sell at Short Profits. Onr I
stock consists of

Choice Flour, Groceries, Queens-

ware, Stoneware, Glassware,

Willow-Ware, Woodenware, Fine
Cutlery, Fish, Bacon, Hard,

Salt, &c., &c.

ovtt LIQUORS
are the finest and tjeAfi. offered intHi.s city, i
and for medicinal or tfaiailjr use are unsur-
passed. Sole agents fcy .the we)) known Welty
Whiskey. \

hie, Porter and Beer, by the bottle or
fegfci,

Sftlc agents for Briggs Bros, wond-re-
•rouned Garden and Power Seeds.

Tile highest market price-paid for Country
Produce.

fb 22, iots RAINES A CO. ;

QENTRAL DRUG STORE,

OPPOSITE CATHOLIC CHURCH,

Main Street, Westminster, Md.

JOSEPH B. BOYLE,

SUCCESSOR TO WELLS BROS,,

DEALER in Pure Drugs, Medicines,
Chemicals, Perfumery, Fancy Articles,

Uair and Tooth Brushes, Combs, Toilet Soaps,
Segara, Ac. Also Trusses and Shoulder
Braces.

Pure Paris Green for Destroying

Potato Bugs.

PURE WINES AND LIQUORS

FOR MEDICAL PURPOSES.

Patent Medicines, Horae and Cattle Powders,
Ac. A fine assortment of STATIONERY.

Pair Physicians’ orders promptly filled and
Prescriptions carefully and accnrately com-
pounded. mar 17tf

A VALUABLE FARM NEAR
WESTMINSTER,

AT PRIVATE SALE.

The subscriber, desiring io decline farming,
will sell the F’arra on which he now resides,
situated within a mile of Westminster, near
the turnpike. It containes about
185 ACRES OF LAND, MORE OR LESS,
which is in a high state of cultivation. The
improvements consist of commodious and
substantial Buildings of all ne- , —.
cessary kinds, and in complete ,V
order. The Farm is well wa-MjSRj-jSI
tered and has an abundance of
excellent Fruit upon it. To any person de-

siring a well equipped property, in good con-
tion in every respect, and a situation unsur-
passed for healthfulness and convenience, will
¦do well to examine this property. Terras
will be made easy. Call upon or address

LAWRENCE ZEPP,
decl-tf Westminster, Md.

! TO

B. G. BLANCHARD
FOR

CARPETS, CARPETS, CARPETS!

THE LARGEST VARIETY inWestminster

AXD THE

VERY LOWEST PRICES.

HANDSOME INGRAIN k THREE-PLY

AND

BEAUTIFUL BRUSSELS!

| Ranging in price from 40 Cents to $2.00.

i Call or send for circulars explaining our
plan of selling Carpets, which is done through
the medium of a most wonderful invention—

RICHARDSON'S CARPET EXHIBITOR.

By the aid of this device we are enabled to

show you, before purchasing , precisely how

t your carpet will look when made up and laid '
: upon your floor. Don’t fail to call and see it j
| before buying, as yon can surely save money {
by buying in this way.

! We also have full lines of goods usuallykept ;
in stock, such as

GROCERIES, QUEENSWARE,

BOOTS AND SHOES,

SILVERWARE, WOODENWARE. j
CLOCKS, MIRRORS, &c.

i
Prices as low as any house in Westminster, j

Very respectfully,
may 8-tf B. G. BLANCHARD.

REMOVAL.
JOHN E. ECKENRODE,

MANUFACTURER OF

COACHES, CARRIAGES,

Jagger Wagons, Buggies, Phaetons,

&c., &c., &c.

Special Attention Given to Repairing. !

AH Orders Promptly FiUed and

Work of Every Kind Warranted.

B@“FACTORY, Corner of Liberty and
George Streets, Westminster, Md., where I
have just erected new and large Shops, giving
me better facilities than heretofore. A call
is solicited. mayA

STORE,
NEW GOODS,

Is Geo. W. Albaugh's New Building,

Corner Main and Court Sts., Westminster, Md.

Just opened fine stock of

FRESH SUGARS, TEAS,

COFFEES, SPICES, SYRUPS,

FLOUR, MEATS, FRUITS,

CANNED GOODS, CAKES,

NUTS, ORANGES, SEGARS,

SMOKING AND CHEWING TOBACCO, i
HARDWARE, BASKETS, TUBS, GLASS-

WARE, Ac., Ac.,

And everything found in a first-class Gro-

cery Sto re. Everything is fresh.
NOT TO BE UNDERSOLD.

flgyGive me a Trial,

j „ov4. T. F. GOODWIN.

GOODS.
A FULL STOCK OF

READY-MADE CLOTHING,

Shirts and Drawers,

Gent’s Furnishing Goods Generally,

Boots, Shoes and Hats.

PRICES GUARANTEED AS LOW AS

ANY HOUSE IN THE COUNTY.

The best Shoe for the price is

THE “DOUGLAS” SHOE,

In Lace, Button and Gaiter.

| Every Pair Warranted. Sot.p Only By

scpß H. L. NORRIS.

QPEN TO THE PUBLIC.

THE MONTOUR HOUSE,

West End, Westminster, Md.

THOMAS B. BOND, Proprietor,

Has been repaired and refurnished through-

| out and is now open to the public. Ailthe j
FURNITURE IS ENTIRELY NEW.

The Table will be supplied with the

BEST THE MARKET AFFORDS.
The Bar is stocked with

CHOICE LIQUORS AND CIGARS.

BILLIARD AND POOL ROOM
in the House, also

BARBER SHOP.
Ample Stirling, with polite and reliable

hostlers.
The public is invited to try the Montour un-

der the new management, and especially the

citizens of Carroll county. dec W

FOR BARGAINS IN

HATS, CAPS AND STRAW

GOODS,

We would advise you io visit

FRANK BAYMO'S HAT EMPORIUM,
t

221 North Gay Street, 2 doors south of Market,

Baltimore, Md.

’r oar A CALL SOLICITED. -®a

f ap 9 1888-lyr
___

_

\ \ N OLD STAND
J\_ With a New Proprietor.

Having purchased the Cigar and Tobacco
Store formerly conducted by Capt. A. Bil-

-1 lingslea, one door east of the Farmers and
- Mechanics’ National Bank, I will keep on
- hand the best brands of Cigars, Chewing and
|| Smoking Tobacco, Smokers Articles, Ac.,

s all of which willbe sold at moderate prices.
The custom of the public

dec-29-83tf Westminster, >id.
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Will Commence

JANUARY 21, 1884.

l

fj CLOTHING! j]

I In this department all Winter Goods will
be sold

REGARDLESS OF COST.

MEN’S AND BOYS’ SUITS.

MEN’S AND BOYS’ OVERCOATS.

LADIES’, MISSES’ AND CHILDREN’S

COATS, SHAWLS, SKIRTS.

CHILDREN’S

WOOLEN SACQUES AND HOODS,

A LOT OF

Dress Goods and Remnants

JBfeg> AT HALF PRICE.“tSa

WHITE AND GRAY BLANKETS,

LAP ROBES,

BUFFALO AND GOAT ROBES.

Ipy-All heavy and Winter Goods will be

j sold at a big reduction.

J. T. ORNDORPP,

j jan!2 Westminster, Md.

Y NEW ATTRACTION

FOR

WESTMINSTER.

A Saving ofFully 25 Per Cent,

to Our Patrons!

Another of Geo. W- Albaugh’s
Enterprises!

8 CAR-LOADS OF PARLOR
AND CHAMBER

U-P URNITURE-jj

Part Finished and Part Unfinished.

Those wishing to select the Finish and
j Upholstering can have it done under the
: supervision of Mr. S. V. BANKARD.

Inducements to those Begin-
ning Housekeeping,

i SgL-Stock will be opened and ready for
! inspection SECOND WEEK IN FEBRU-
-1 ARY. jan26

i NNUAL ELECTION.

i Office of the Westminster Cemetery Co., \
, i Westminster, Md., Jan. 11, 1884. J

| Notice is hereby given to the Shareholders
1 and l.otholdern of the Westminster Cemetery

j Company that the annual election for a Pres-
dent and Board of Six Managers of said Com-

pany, to serve for the ensuing year, willbe
held at the office of the Company (Firemen’sr Hall) on Tuesday Evening, February 5,1884,
between the hours of 7* and 9 o’clock, p. m.

JNO. J. REESE, Secretary.
P. S.—Notice is also given that the stated

monthly meeting of the present Board willbe
held at 7 o’clock, p. m., on the same day, at

which time a full report of the operations ol
, the Company for the past year will be giver

to the Shareholders and Lotholders.
.JNO. J. REESE, Secretary.

> jau 19-3f.
_

In the Circuit Court for Carroll county.
Hezekiah Hahn, Trustee, vs. Lydia Hahn

and others.
Notice is hereby given to the creditors ol

Samuel Hahn, late of Carroll county, de-
'. ceased, having claims against said deceased.

unsatisfied out of his personal estate, to fil<
o their said claims, properly proven and authen
1- ticated, with the Clerk of said court, in h<

d above cause, on or before the 17th day o

a March, 1884.
d By order of said Court.

JNO. J. BAUMGARTNER, Jr.,
i. jan!2-4t Auditor.

AXES, the best in the market, for sale b;
A. N. STEPHAN.

searched for the Rev. Mark Avery’s name, j
He found it duly recorded, and learnt that i
the young man was curate ol' St. Blaise's
church, one of the largest and poorest par-
ishes in the east of London.

The parson made his appearance at din-
ner, and created a favorable impression.
He won Mr. Bittleston’s heart by taking
an immense interest in the house and
grounds, and insisted on being shown over
them. His tales of the suffering poor of
his parish, and his modest references to his
own arduous life, elicited the sympathy of
the ladies, and, in fact, the evening passed
off so well that on his raising to leave old
Mr. Bittleston pressed him toremain a day
in the neighborhood so as to visit the church i
and other objects of local interest.

“No, thank you. I’m afraid we must

not linger,” he said, shaking his host warmly |
by the hand; “we have our work cut out |
to row to Oxford and back to town by
Saturday. I must think of my compan- !
ions.”

“Well, at all events, come and have
breakfast with us to-morrow,” said the old
gentleman.

“We must be several stages on our mail
before your breakfast hour,” he said, as he I
.sainted the ladies in turn; “bye-the-bye," he ;
added addressing Mr. Bittleston, “there is. j
one small favor I venture to ask of you ,
May I leave a portmanteau here, and fetch
it on our way down on Friday or Satur- -
day ?” I

“Certainly,” said the old gentleman j
promptly.

j “Ifind we have a good many things we j
j shan’t need, now that the weather has set |

| in fair,” he explained; “there are always
some cooking utensils we can dispense with. !
It is desirable to lighten our boat, and by |
leaving the portmanteau here I shall have [
an excuse for calling on our way back.”

j “We shall be delighted to see you,” said
Mr. Bittleston; “and if you leave the port-

| manteau at the house to-morrow morning
j it shall be taken care of,”

The Rev. Mark then took his departure.
Next morning the party had left when the
family came down to breakfast, but the
parson had entrusted the portmanteau to
one of the servants. The following day he
wrote a few lines to Mr. Bittleston from j

| Reading, sending a piece ofmusic which he |
j had recommended one of the young ladies j

- to get, and begging that she would accept j
I it, as he happened to come across it in a j

music shop in the town. The little act of |
politeness excited less attention than it
might otherwise have done, because the
letter arrived while everyone was in a great j
state of excitement. The discovery had j

I just been made that a large quantity of I
jewelry, plate and other articles had been i
abstracted from a safe in Mr. Bittleston's
dressing-room. The loss was so consider- ,
able that Mr. Bittleston immediately tele-
graphed to Scotland Yard, not caring to en- i
trust the matter to the local police, In re-

sponse a detective appeared upon the scene

and made a careful inspection of the prem- 1
ises. The safe was uninjured, and the |
lock had not been tampered with.

“Itwas cleverly done, but there was no j
magic in it,” said the inspector, a sharp-eyed j
little man named IJardiss. “The lock is a
very ordinary one and has evidently' been
opened with a key.”

“But who could have done it ? I am

about the house and grounds all day, and |
nobody could have gone in and out without
being observed,” said Mr. Bittleston, in a
great duster.

“It’s a ease of burglary,” answered the j
inspector; “there are no signs of a forcible
entrance having been effected, but some of j
the windows on the ground floor have no i
shutters, and may have been unlocked.

“Then you don’t suspect any of the scr- ,
vants,” said Mr. Bittleston; “indeed Ican j
answer for them all.”

“Well,” said the inspector, shrugging his !
i shoulders, “Ican’t express an opinion at !

present. Have you had any stranger in
the house lately ?’ ’

“No,” said Mr. Bittleston, adding, as he j
remembered the Rev. Mark Avery, “by- i
tbe-by, a clergyman dined here a night or j
two ago—a curate of a London parish. He i
was the only visitor the last few days.”

The inspector asked no questions about
the parson, but Mr. Bittleston resolved to j
make a journey by the East-end, and as- i
certain beyond a doubt that the Rev. Mark j
was the person he represented himself to ;
be. He had no difficulty about this, and |
had the satisfaction of feeling, upon his |
return, that ho had not committed an in-
discretion. It so happened that when he
called at the Rev. Mark Avery’s address he

jmet his friend’s vicar coming out of the
door. Mr. Bittleston easily ascertained that l
the young curate had gone on a boating I
expedition to Oxford with two companions,
and this evidence appeared quite conclusive.
He tqade a clumsy excuse to the vicar to |
account for his solicitude, ;.|j l made his
way home, feeling ashamed of himself.

The following evening, Inspector Hardiss I
called to report progress, and to ask a few

further questions. Mr. Bittleston was out

in the garden, and the officer joined him
on the lawn.

“It’s a puzzle, and that’s a fact,” said
Hardiss, when his inquiries had been satis-
fied; “I’ve come to the conclusion it has
been done by some ope in the h<H\sp. No
stranger has been in the neighborhood, and
it’s downright impossible that any one could
have got away with the swag without being

noticed in a little place like this.”
“Where are the things, then ?” inquired

Mr. Bittleston, testily.
“Not very far off, Ican't help thinking,” j

, answered the inspector; “with your per- ;
( mission I will search the premises thor-

oughly, including the garrets and cellars.”
While the inspector was speaking, Mr.

Bittleston’s youngest daughter, a glfl of JT,
. came running across the lawn. “Papa,”

she cried, “isn’t that Mr. Avery ? He is
rowing stroke in that boat, and he has evi-

, dently forgotten the house, but his port-
manteau is here."

“By Jove ! Ibelieve it is Avery and his

¦ friends,” cried Mr. Bittleston, as the boat

1 swept quickly past the lawn in midstream
at the best pace the oarsmen could com-

i mand. “Hi, you ! Confound him ! why
; can’t he look round ? Boat ahoy.”

• But though Mr. Bittleston Irad good

r lungs, and though a broad sheet of water is
an excellent conductor of sound, his voice¦ (ailed to arrest the attention of the occn-

i pants of the boat, who were straining every
> nerve to reach the next lock. While Mr.
i Bittleston was still shouting they began to

1 disappear from view round the top reach,
without once turning their heads.

I “Siliyfellow 1”exclaimed Mr. Bittleston
! in a state of excitement, as he hastily de-

: scended from the garden soqt on whjfihhe
- had been standing; “ho must be deaf, and

blind, too! Here, Ada! quick ! Tell Roh-
’ ert to run to ray room ana bring Mr. Aye-

: ry’s portmanteau. Lend me a hand, in-
spector. If we look sharp, we shall be able

i to catch him at the lock.”
He led the way to the boat-house as he

i. spoke, followed by the inspector. But by
- the time the boat was ready, and the foot-
f man had appeared, with the portmanteau,

i several minutes had elapsed. “Here, Rob-
a ert I put the portmanteau in the bow and

e jump in,” said Mr. Bittleston impatiently.
5 “Iwant you to row me to the lock as quick
e as yon can.”

1 “Let me lend a hand,” said Inspector

jHardiss, divesting himself of his coat in a

1 very business like manner.
' the party started down stream inpursuit,

[ Mr. Bittleston steering and frequently bob-

-1 bing up and down in his excitement to try

and catch sight of the boat ahead. In spite
of their efforts, however, they found the
lock-gates closed against them and the par-
sons boat out of sight. What was more

tantalizing, the lock had been emptied by
the time they got there, and was awaiting
a boat which was coming up stream. An
abrupt turn in the river at a short distance
already hid from view the boat just reliev-

| ed from the lock.
i “What a nuisance !” exclaimed Mr. Bit-
| tleston, mopping his forehead as he stood
I on the banks of the lock, having taken in
at a glance the position of affairs. “Boat

i with three gentlemen just gone through,
Smithcrs ?” he added to the lock-keeper.

! “Yes, sir, but they are coming back.
They pulled their boat round by the back-

j water and went ashore, after asking me to
! keep an eye on it till they returned,” said
| the man.

“Oh ! that is all right.” said Mr. Bittle-
ston in a tone of satisfaction; “we will get

I back, inspector, to attend to business. Hi!
' Bring up that portmanteau, Robert. Smith-
; ers, will you take charge of it and give it
| to the Rev. Mr. Avery, who is one of those

three gentlemen, with my compliments ?”

) “Ithink you mentioned my name, sir,”
said a voice from the lock, proceeding from

j one of the occupants of a boat which had
j just entered.

! “Not that lam aware of,” said Mr. Bit-
tleston, politely; “the gentleman I referred

\ to was the Rev. Mark Avery.”
| “Iam the Rev. Mark Avery,” said the
stranger promptly.

[ “The gentleman that I mean is the curate

of St. Blaise’s church, in St. George’s-in-
the-East,” said Mr. Bittleston, feeling con-

fused.
“Then there is no doubt whatever that

you mean me ?” returned the stranger,
with a laugh in which his companions
joined.

Mr. Bittleston started, and stared at the
young man. who bore his gaze unflinching-
ly. This Mark Avery was a tall, powerful,
black-whiskered young fellow, totally dif-

i ferent in appearance from the slim, modest,

i retiring youth who claimed the same ap-
pellation. It crossed Mr. Bittleston’s mind
that the party in the lock were having a

joke at his expense, and he was about to

resent the impertinence in very forcible j
language, when the inspector, who had
been standing by touched him on the arm.

“That is Mr. Avery, sure enough,” said

the officer; “I've seen him before. That
jbeing so, I think we had better see what is
inside the portmanteau. It’s precious
heavy,” he added, seizing hold of it with
sudden interest.

Mr. Bittleston was too much nonplussed I
to interfere, besides which he began to en- j
tertain disquieting suspicions. The inspec- j

j tor proceeded with great dexterity to un- j
fasten the straps of the portmanteau, and
in the twinkling of an eye had mastered the |
lock with a largo stone. Upon his opening
the lid, an excited exclamation burst from
the bystanders, for the contents of the port-

manteau proved to be the whole of the ar-
ticles of silver and jewelry which had been
stolen from Mr. Bittleston’s safe,

j “Hanged if Ididn’t think this was it,” |
ejaculated the inspector; “you put me off

the scent by leading mo to believe that the
parson who dined with you was an old |

I friend. You never told me you had enter-
tained a stranger who had left his baggage,
or Ishould not have wasted the last day
or two.” * -1

“Ihad no idea that—that the young man

j was a swindler,” murmured Mr. Bittleston, !
i apologetically.

“I can see the game as clear as daylight,” j
said the inspector; “havingreconnoitred the j

' premises—he and his pals do the job neatly }
linthe night. He knows the difficulty of
getting away with the swag, and thinks he |

j may be stopped and searched by the police,
! in consequence of having been to the house

j the day before the robbery. So he left j
the things with you, and meanwhile he has

j made every arrangement to dispose of ’em.”¦ “How fortunate! How miraculous,” |
\ exclaimed the old gentleman, beginning to

! realize his good fortune: “but how was it |
ihe didn’t claim the portmanteau, after i
all?”

. “Irather fancy he caught sight of me on
| your lawn, and steered off," said the in-

spector, io high humor; “this is about the
meaning of it, and what’s more, Ican make
a very good guess at who it is. Ishall not
wait here for him, because he won’t come

| back, but I think in the course of a day or :
j two I shall lay my hands on him and his j
pals, too. And he did.

| A correspondent of the Augusta, Ga.,
Constitutionalist, writing from Halifax, N.
S., says; “Halifax is delightfully situated

¦ on a peninsula composed almost wholly of
rock. At the water’s edge along the har-
bor the ground is comparatively level.
From the harbor the town is built on an

ascent that rises gradually to the citadel,
300 feet above mean tide. It is the
strongest fortified town in America. Be-
sides the citadel every important point on

the main land * 8 fortified, and the harbor
islands are crowned with important for-
tresses. It is one of the principal naval
stations of Great Britain on the western
continent. Frequently a number of British
war vessels, under command of an Admiral,

are in the harbor. The sentiment of the
place is British.”

A Heap op Skulls. —An old fort lias
been discovered near Redfield, Dakota, and

in it over two hundred human skulls haye

been exhumed. There ate three theories
advanced. First, it is said that a party of
nearly seven hundred people started from

Wisconsin, and before they reached the
Missouri river were met by savages, and
many were massacred, and the survivors
turned back into Minnesota. Second, that
the people were taken prisoners and slaught-
ered, as on nearly all the same side of the
head is mashed in. Third, as almost all of
them have double tqptb nil around on the
jower jaw, and as neither Indians nor
Europeans as a rule have teeth of that de-
scription, they may date hack to the mound-

| builders.

A keen student of human nature must

have written the following: “When you
see a young man sailing down street shortly

' after midnight with collar mashed down
1 his neck, you can make up your mind

there’s a young girl crawling qpataira not

1 far distant, wjthher shoos under her arm

’ and an extinguished lamp in her hands.

[ As a matter of fact the young women of
this day are showing a much more useful
tendency than the young men. They are

. seeking work and supporting themselves in
most instances with better judgment and

> more courage than is displayed by the av-

r erage young man. —Philadelphia Times.

, The game of chess oomes from the East,
- and the Arabs knew it before us and prac-

i rise it still. The expression checkmate,
. which sounds like pure Anglo-Saxon, is a

t corruption of the French echi mat, which
is itself only the Arabic sheikh maul—“the

r sheikh is dead,” “the king is taken.”

' (Bm #lia.
History of the Alphabet.

! From the Philadelphia Ledger.
How many of the millions that daily use

the alphabet ever stop to think of its origin
' and long history? In the true spirit of a

student, Isaac Taylor, a well known En-
; glish writer on philosophical and philologi-
i cal subjects, has recently written and pub-
! lished in London, two stout volumes under

the title “The Alphabet, an Account ofthe
Origin and Development of Letters.” It
is only by help of recent discoveries of

I early inscriptions and the progress in the
art of reading lost languages and decipher-

. inghitherto unknown symbols, that such a
, well posted history has become possible.

By careful study of the essays, and scien-
tific investigations of the latest philologists,
Taylor has set forth in language within

1 easy comprehension the origin of the alpha-

i bet, showing that our own “Roman” letters
may be followed back to their very begin-
ning, some twenty or more centuries ago,
as he asserts. We have no better letters,
according to this account, than those of
Italian printers of the fifteenth century.

! They were imitated from the beautiful
; i manuscripts of the tenth and eleventh cen-

turies, the lettering of these being derived
from the Roman of the Augustan age.

i The Roman letters, in turn, are traced to !

I those employed at Rome in the third cen-
tury B. C., and these do not differ greatly j

• { from the-' 01 used in the earliest exist- |
ing speciS^f, l* of Latin writing, dating I
from the fittft century B. C. This primi- |
five alphabet of Rome was derived from a

form of the Greek alphabet, in use about
; the sixth century B. C., and that was a ;

variety of the earliest Greek alphabet be-
longing to the eighth or even the ninth

1 century B. C. The Greeks got their let- ,
ters from the Phoenicians, and theirs are ,

' are clearly traceable in the most ancient ,
I known form of the Semitic.

The most ancient of books, a Papyrus j(
found at Thebes, and now preserved in the ,
French National Library, supplies the earl- ,
iest forms ofthe letters used in the Semitic
alphabet. The Stone Tables of the Law j
could have been possible to the Jews, only |
because of their possession of an alphabet,
and thus the Bible and modern philological

. . . ...
* . • (

science unite in ascribing a common origin ,

to the alphabet which is in daily use ,
throughout the world. The nineteenth |
century B. C., is held by Taylor to be the (
approximate date of the origin of alphabet-

! ical writing, and from that time it grew by
slow degrees, while from Egypt, the home

of the Jews during their long captivity, the
knowledge of the alphabet was carried in
all directions where adphabets are nowfound.

The Aryans are thought to have been
the first to bring the primitive alphabet to

perfection, and each letter and each sound i
may be traced by Taylor's careful analysis
through all the changes that have marked
the growth, progress, and in some instances
the decay of different letters of various al-
phabets. It is an interesting fact that the
oldest known “A B C” in existence is a
child’s alphabet, scratched on a little ink
bottle of black ware, found in one of the
oldest Greek settlements in Italy,attributed
to the fifth century n. c. The earliest let-
ters and many later ones are known only
by inscriptions, and it is the rapid increase,

by recent discoveries of those precious frag-
ments, that has inspired more diligent re-
search, and quickened the zeal of learned
students in mastering the elements of |
knowledge of their origin and history
throughout the world. As late as 1876
there was found in Cyprus some bronze j
plates inscribed with Phoenician characters, |
dating back to the tenth, even the eleventh |

! century century, B. c.

1 Each epoch has its fragments, and the j¦ industry of English explorers, the perse- j
verance of German students, and the genius
of French scholars, have all contributed to ,

group them in their chronological order.
Coins, engraved gems, inscribed statutes, I ‘
and last of all the Siloam inscription found |
in 1880 at Jerusalem, on the wall of an ,
old tunnel, have supplied new material for
the history. From the common mother of ¦
many alphabets, the Phoenician, are de- ,
scended the Greek and other European ,
systems on the one side, including that
which wo use and have the greatest inter-
est in, and on the other, the alphabets of J
Asia, from which have sprung those of the ;
East, Syriac, Arabic and Hebrew.

The Way Plate Glass Is Made.

To cast, roll, polish and burnish plate |
glass requires machinery of peculiar con-

struction and a “plant” that is costly by
reason of Its complex nature. The pouring
of liquid glass from the furnace upon the
cast-iron plates, and the subsequent rolling,
are processes comparatively simple. Any

. housekeeper who has used a rooling pin on

a batch of pie-crust dough performs an
operation very simtliar to this stage of plate,
glass making. It is succeeding processes
of grinding and polishing and final burnish-
ing that require the time and costly mechan-
ism. After leaving the rolls and bed plate
the glass is rippled and rough,and only fit

i for grantings or skylights. Each plate
i must be transferred to machines that re-

semble the turntables of arailway. On that

revolving platform the glass is cemented in
; a bed ofplaster of Paris and the machine

1 j started. Bearing heavily on the surface of
' ; the glass are blocks of metal, and while in

1 motion the surfaces are supplied with sharp
; sand and a constant stream of water. The

! next stage of the glass-grinding process is

| the same as to machinery, but instead of
Sand coarse emery is used-. The finer emery

! is used in another revolving table, and so
' on for half a dozen times. The final pol-

ishing is dope by heavy reciprocating devices
1 fed with rouge, and maintaining a constant

j backward and forward motion, and al*o
lateral movement over the surface of the

| crystal. All this the assistance of
: a large ftgpe qf men,many of them skilled

laborers, After going through the differ-
* ent grindings and polishing the plate that

measured an inch in thickness is only
! three-fourths of an inch thick, has lost all

r its roughness, and is ready for the show-
window of the purchaser.

The Yale College Annual Catalogue re-

cently issued in a pamphlet of 196 pages,
1 gives fullinformation concerning the course

1 of study and the opportunities afforded.
r It gives the names Cu 1092 students in all

J the departments, 612 belonging to the four
academical classes. The necessary annual

; expenses of tho latter ( without including

1 apparel traveling and board in vacations)
are put down at from $350 to S6OO. The
sum of $15,000 and upward is annually

f applied to the relief of students who need
1 pecuniary aid. The libraries of the insti-

e tution contain 161,000 volumes. The first
1 wing of the Peabody Museum (now open
1 daily to the public) cost $176,000, and

¦ contains the collections in mineralogy,

'¦ geology, soology, ethnology, etc., and halls
for instruction. For full account of the

:, horological observatory, the gallery of fine
.. arts and other parts of this great system we
•, must refer the reader to the pamphlet,
a which may be obtained from the Treasurer,

h
e People’s intentions can only be decided

from their conduct.
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Who are the “Black Flags?”

From the Boston Journal.
Readers of the dispatches relating to the

French war in Tonquin must have been
puzzled to understand the allusion to the
“Black Flags,” who are spoken of as dis-
tinct from the Annamesc and the Chinese,
and who arc the most formidable opponents
the French have met. The Black Flags
are Chinese rebels and outlaws who took
refuge in the northern borders of Annam
twenty years, says, when the Canton rebel-
lion in which they took part was suppressed
by the imperial army of China. Their chief
Liu I, was a leader of the Canton rebels,
and is described as a man of fine personal
presence, 60 years old, with hair and beard
like silver. His character is of the heroic
order, and combines sagacity and courage,
and he possesses singular administrative and
organizing ability.

When the Black Flags fled to Annam
the king was too feeble to drive them out,
so he allowed them to cultivate the wild
country among the mountains of Teinfn-
Chang on the understanding that they and
the natives would not molest each other.
Many adventurous spirits joined them-
selves to the Black Flags, until now they
are estimated to number 80,000, while the
associated colonies of Yellow Flags and
White Flags number 60,000 and 30,000 re-

spectively. Liu is the governor of all the
\ territory occupied by the Black Flags, and

' arranges all matters of instruction and
| maintenance, all agricultural and military

1 affairs and the administration of justice.
! The country consists of forests and jun-

j gles with deep ravines and water-courses.
, and the hills are invested by tigers and
wolves.

The old Black Flags now occupy a moun-
tain pass, which forms their inner strong-
hold; and to approach this it is necessary
to cross a succession ofprecipitous moun-
tain ranges, which stand up like gigantic
walls. There are also two great water bar-
riers which were constructed by diverting
the course of the Red river. Beyond all
these barriers is the Black Flag metropolis,
Tienfu-Chang, which is an important com-
mercial centre.

All the fighting with the French has
been done outside the barriers, and agricul-
ture and business have gone on inside them
very much as before. The Black Flags
can muster about 20,000 fighting men.
They are stalwart and daring, and fight
with desperate courage. Ifthey should be
driven back and disorganized they would
still be capable of carrying on a protracted
and harassing guerrilla warfare.

Miseries of a Mean Man.

Boh Burdette.
Sometimes I wonder what a mean man

thinks about when he goes to bed. When
he turns out the light and lies down.
The darkness closes in about him and he is
alone, and compelled to be honest with
himself. And not a bright thought, not a
generous impulse, not a manly act. not a
word ofblessing, not a gratefullook, comes

to bless him again. Not a jamny dropped
into the outstretched palm of poverty, nor

the balm of a loving word dropped into an
aching heart ; no sunbeam ofencouragement
cast upon a struggling life; the strong right
hand of fellowship reached out to help
some fallen man to his feet—when none of
these things come to him as the “God bless
you” of the departed day, how he must
hate himself. How he must try to roll
away from himself and sleep on the other
side of the bed. When the only victory
he can think of is some mean victory, in
which he has wronged a neighbor. No
wonder he always sneers when he tries
to smile. How pure and fair and good all
the rest of the world must look to him, and
how cheerless and dusty and dreary must
his own path appear. Why, even one lone,
isolated act of meanness is enough to scat-

ter cracker crumbs in the bed, of the aver-
age ordinary man, and what must he the
feelings of a man whose whole life is given
up to mean acts ? When there is so much
suffering and heartache and misery in the
world, anyhow, why should you add one
pound of wickedness or sadness to the gen-
eral burden ? Don’t be mean, my boy.
Suffer injustice a thousand times rather
than commit it once.

Curing a Bad Memory.

Yonr memory is bad, perhaps, but I can
tell you two secrets that willcure the worst
memory. One is too read a subject when
you are strongly interested. The other is
not only to read, but think. When you
have read a paragraph or a page, stop—-
cloee the book—and try to remember the
ideas on that page, and not only recall them
vaguely to your mind, but put them into
words and speak them out. Faithfully
follow these two rules and you will have
the golden keys of knowledge. Besides
inattentive reading, there are other things
injurious to memory. One is the habit
of skimming over newspapers, all in a con-
fused jumble, never to be thought of again,
thus cultivating a habit of careless reading
hard to break. Another is the rending of
trashy novels. Nothing is so fatal to read-
ing with profit as the habit of running
through story after story, and forgetting
them as soon as read. I know a gray-
haired woman, a life-long lover of books,
who sadly declared that her mind had
been ruined by such reading.

Ballasting a Boad With Salt.

A large tract of the Colorado desert is
between two and three hundred feet below
the level of the ocean. It was one© a part
or branch of the Gulf of California, but
a bar of sand formed at the mouth, and be-
ing cut off from communication with the
sea, the waters evaporated and the bed be-
came a basin of salt. A branch of the
Southern Pacific Railroad is partly ballasted
with this salt. In laying a track to the salt
mine there, says the Los Angeels Herald,
the builders were obliged to grade the road
for 1,200 feet with blocks of beautiful
lumps of crystals of salt. The quality is su-

perb and the supply inexhaustible. Grass -

hoopers of enormous size and giant centi-
pedes have been preserved in it, it is said,
ane ard to-day, after tho lapse of centuries,
of full ai*e and original shape.

To Cure Chapped Hands-— A writer
in the Philadelphia, Pa., ledger gives tho
following: Take a bottle that will hold
about a pint to the drug store, and have
the druggist to put in it five cents’ worth
each of the tincture ofbenaoin and glycer-
ine. Then fill the bottle with soft water

(either rain or hydrant water will answer.)
After washing the hands, apply the mix-
ture and let it dry in. This will not only
cure chapped hands, but willmake the skin
beautiful and soft. Shake the bottle up
well before using, as the ingredients settle
to the bottom.

Once upon a time a women died; and as

the mourners were carrying her to the grave
they tripped against a stump and let the
coffin fall. She revived, having been only
in a deep trance. Two years after she really
died, and as they were carrying her down
the same road and neared the same stump
the disconsolate widower sobbed, “Steady,
boys; steady there. Be very careful ‘


