
$2 PER ANNUM.

GO WEST.

In Southern Maryland a Better

Climate, as Good Soil, a More

Hospitable People, and Cheaper
Land Await You.

Read the foliowing Bargains:
0 j2k—l37Acres of highly improved

tod, Situated on the Wicomico river, pre-

Utine !. beautiful view of St. Mary s county

, jhaving easy access oysters and fisli in

Aarnknce- The buildings include one dwell-

W? rooms, a large hall and kitchen, a

liemenl and cellar, one tenant house, 4

rooms and kitchen, one small tenant house,
¦rooms: two large barns, stable, corn house

,1 granary, all new; a lino young orchard of
Choice fruits- I>ri(;e *5,0().

\-() *2 ‘j.tO Acres known as Potomac
V|;w; ;s situated on the Potomac river with
Itim)yards frontage, one mile from postoffice
njii| lour miles from wharf. This is one of
iht*mol desirable locations that a family
could desire. The land is in a high state of
cultivation and is improved by a large dwell-
ing often rooms in fair condition, two tenant
house?, two large barns, and other necessary ioutbuildings. There is a stream of water

through each field; can be secured for $3750.
Xo. 32.—A very desirably located place,

immediately upon the Southern Md. R. K.,
ooutainii.g '•' Acres of good soil for trucking
purposes, and lias timber enough upon it to

,av for the place. Within one mile of
Hughesville, can be bought for S7OO.

Xo. 04.—'This is a great bargain, 200 Acres. !
-itiiated on Herring and St. George's Creeks j
with large oyster shore attached, yielding j

from 500 to 800 bushels per acre yearly with- |
mi planting, 2! miles from Piney Point j
wharf. Improved by a new dwelling of seven ;
rooms, one new barn and granary, stabling j
-ood. The land is highly improved and
roiliug, very near churches, schools and post-
office. Will sell for $5,000.

Xo. 110. —This is a very desirable farm for
trucking, being within ten miles of Washing-
ton city and 2] miles from Station on the B.
4P. K. IS. Improved by a new barn and
well enclosed. Hinds upon public road lead-
ing from Washington to Brandywine, con-

taining 1m acres. Can be bought for $l-r OO.
Xo. 105. —Unquestionably this is a rare

offer: a beautifully situated farm of 125 Acres
upon the Potomac river and Piscataway
creek, fifteen miles from Washington and j
three miles from Marshall Hall, with inex-

haustible marl hanks of 20 per cent, lime j
iGoverment analysis) with good dwelling of
live rooms and kitchen, a large barn, stable |

and cow shed. The land is light loam and
good quantity: a splendid investment. Will
lie sold for $3125. _ j

No. 12.—This is a very desirable inland j
farm of 18 Acres, located conveniently to l
aJJ points, is highly improved land, has line

dwelling, beautifully situated within two

miles of Newport, one barn, corn house, Ac.,
wdl watered in each field. There is a good
orchard for family use. Price $4,000.

ffiaT The Company has a large number ol
other farms for sale, ranging in price from $5
to SOO per acre.

These properties can be reached by the B.
i P. 11. 11. from Baltimore at 7 a. m. and
4.15 p.m. daily to Cox Station. For any
information desired apply to the

Soi TiiEHX Mn. Development Co.,
Bel Alton P. <)., Charles county, Md.

Also to Henry Vanderford, Westminster, Md.
Parties desiring to view these properties

will In* entertained by the Development Com-
pany lice ofcharge and every facility offered
to show them. july 18 tf

JpOR SALE.

11l Acres prime limestone

miles from Westminster; line building all
in good condition, a very desirable farm;
price sl2,ooo—half cash, balance on 6 years
lime.

Farm of acres, 4A miles from Westmin-
ster, 2d miles from Patapsco Station, W. M.
K. It. Buildings fair. Price $2,50t).

Choice little farm of 55) acres, half mile
from Westminster; good soil; brick house;
large barn; all in good condition;pricesl 1,000.

Nice little home; 8 acres; prime land; 4

miles west from Westminster; brick house;

bank barn; more land if desired; price $2,800.
Plaster and bone millon W. Md. Railroad;

buildings new; best of machinery; 14 acres ol

land: good water power; a splendid opening
to engage ina profitable and growing business;
terms easy; price SB,OOO.

2250 acres prime timber land on Cheat
river. West Virginia. Heavy original growth

of{io)tlar, red oak, ash, walnut, cherry, &c.;
land valuable for grazing purposes after timber I
is oil: price $7 per acre. j

Machine shops at New Windsor, Md.; all
the heecssary buildings for the manufacture
and repair of machinery. This property will
be sold; a bargain at easy payments; price

VMiOO. . I
bor acres of woodland, near public road

fruuj Westminster to Mt. Airy, 4 miles south-
east from New Windsor. Price SBSO.

A small home, 4 acres, on road from West-
minsti-r to New Windsor, \ mile from former
place: good house, good stabling, good water,

extra line fruit, Ac. Hricesl2sU.
Fine brick house on .John street, 'J rooms, i

conveniently arranged, all in first class con-
dition. Quite a bargain at S2OOO.

32 acres prime land, half a mile from West-
minster; large bank barn, fine orchard, splen-
did building site for house; price so,ooo.

barge brick hotel in Westminster, on Main
street, near Kailroad Depot; price $14,000.

Farm 45 acres, U miles from Westminster;
land good; buildings good: orchard choice
knit; price SBO per acre.

Farm 73 acres, 8miles from Westminster, 2

miles from Hampstead, nearest R. H. Station,
good house and barn; 53 acres cleared land
in good condition ; $35 per acre.

Nice Little Home, one mile from West-
minster; CO acres of prime land, good brick

house; price, $8,51H).
Twenty acres good land, good buildings,

near Westminster, $3,800.
Oin* hundred acres, best quality of land, 2]

miles from Westminster; buildings only lair,

good water, Ac.; price, $8,500.
Brick house and lot in Westminster; $1,200.
Double brick bouse and lot in Westmin-

ster; $2,500.
Also, some fine pasture lots, ranging from

2 to *; acres, adjoining Westminster.
For particulars call on or address
app3,tf K. LYNCH, Westminster, Md.

TIME! LIME!

LeCOttE’S IMPROVED COMBINATION
"OF LIME is superior to all common grades
of lime. By this system and process a full
combination of the salts of lime are furnished,
wid as a cheap ami powerful agent, it beats
hone. It bus no equal. The choicest Car-
bonates of Lime exist here, perhaps, as no-
•here. We use from three different stratus

or deposits, burn in separate furnaces, and
mix and proportion itso as to acton all

kinds of soil and crops. This has never been
attempted by any other manufacturer. Our
rock and improved facilities exceed any other
in the stale. Fanners will not need a pound
of bone where this lime is used. Do not be
deceived or imposed upon any longer. Be
s are you are right and get LeGore s Com-
bination, and be convinced how easy, quick
and cheap land can be improved and full
crops grown. Furnished in carload lots to

suit. Farmers can order their own lime.

Guarantee a genuine article or no pay. Send
fur testimonials, prices, Ac. Address

J. W. LeGOHE,
Woodsboro, Frederick county, Md.

Sole and exclusive manufacturer ol this
•ime. Be sore and get LeGore’s combination,
an improved article. Caution —Do not be
Wed by agents representing other grades
claiming as good. No other manufactured
like it. Order your own lime and save all

I ship on ail railroads.
Wgls 26t*

JRON PENCE.

All Iron—Posts, Rails and

Pickets —Not Wire.

from lix- TO 50.- A FOOT, ACCORDING
TO VARIETY ANK WEIGHT.

•’e,id for circulars giving full description or
**•lon the undersigned in person.Agenfn wanted.

D. F. SHIPLEY.
jonej ly Westminster, Md.

CJAEDS AND CIRCULARS printed at
this Office.

Y FEW WORDS WITH YOU.

Shrewd buyers of BOOTS. SHOES,
HATS, TRUNKS, Ac., buy them as they
need them.

We always keep in stock for our customers

the latest styles, be t quality and lowest prices,
that speak for themselves.

We have the best $2.00 Kip Boot in the
county. We have a boot for $ 1.05 that others
sell at $2.00, We have Baby Shoes for 25c
and up. We sell the cheapest line of ladies’
Fine Dress Shoes from $1.25 to $4.00: hand
made.

GUM BOOTS.

We sell Gum Bools from $2.00 to S3.IK) for
the best.

HATS-: - HATS.

We have a $1.50 Stitt’ Hat that others sell j
for $2.00. Hats from 25c and up. And as j
for Crush Hats we are acknowledged to he j
the leaders in Prices, from 50c and up.

Pitch in now and buy your Boots, Hats, |
Ac., while the stock is full.

U. L. BEAVER,
Next door to Postoffice,

nov 7 Westminster, Md.
I

J T. ANDERS,

MERCHANT TAILOR,
and dealer in

GENTS’ FURNISHING GOODS, !

;i4E. MAINST., WESTMINSTER, MD.

I have the largest and most complete line of |

Overcoatings, Suitings,

Vestings, hot): foreign and domestic, that has j
ever been presented to the people of this
county, and 1 say without fear of contradic- |
tioo, that I can put up Suits that will compare
with any -ity work, both in fitand workman- 1
ship, and at prices that will astonish you. I j
have employed a tirst-class coat maker from |
Philadelphia, and can get up Suits to compare j
with any of the lines! shops in this city. If |
yon will give me a call, yon can save money
and he happy. My line of

UNDERWEAR

is fulland complete and at rock bottom prices, j
The Glove department never was better. Von j
can get filoves from 25 cents up to SIO.OO. [

NECKWEAR a specialty. Anything so it j
is Red. Come and look before you buy.

Suspenders in endless variety and at all
i prices. Overalls, shirts, jackets, Gain Coats,

Mackintoshes, Ac., at bottom prices.
Our dress shirt, collar and cuff department

is full and complete; always looking up the j
latest styles, and way down in price. A i¦ j splendid line of wool shirts cheap. Gents’ |

; i jewelry, such as scarf pins, studs, sleeve hut- i
| tons, chains, rings. Ac., cheap and first class.

All I ask you lo do is to call and examine I
; my stock before you buy, and if yon do not jI think my goods and prices compare with any !

; \ house in the city do not buy. We do not ask j
! everybody to buy high priced goods as we
; 1 keep both kinds and will give you as much i

; ifor your dollar ns any one.
Respectfully,

| nets J. T. ANDERS, j
k. o. names. J- stitklt. ;

O. GRIMES & CO.,

AT

THE PRINCIPAL DEPOT.

WESTMINSTER, MD.

Have as complete a stock of

CHOICE GROCERIES
us cun lie found in our city.

CHOICE TEAS, COFFEES, SYRUPS,!
NEW ORLEANS MOLASSES, CANNED

goods of ALL KINDS, CIGARS. TO-j
! BACCOS, AC.

The best grades of Pat. Process and Family I
Floor constantly on hand at bottom ligures. ]

We pay the highest prices for Wheat, Corn, |
Rye. Oats, and all kinds of Country Produce, j

Agents for Lallio & Rand’s Blasting Pow-
der. and .1 iidson’s Dynamite for stump blast-
ing, Ac.

FARMERS

I Gan he supplied with the best quality of Cot-
ton and Flaxseed Meal. Heavy Middlings,
limn. Ac., at lowest prices. Call and see |

r „ K. O. GRIMES A CO. I
I j

J^OILERS.
Steam Engines,

Shafting, Hangers.

Pulleys, Couplings, Ac.

1 General Machine and Repair Work.

1 Dynamos and Electric Lighting Plants. j

Electric and Water Motors.

I Canning-:-House-:-Machinery,
Most complete line manufactured.

. 1
\ THE WARFIELD M’FG. COMPANY,

1 Nos. 3SB, 338, 340 and 342 North Street,

Baltimore, Md.

j Send for catalogues. Mechanics sent to

* any part of the state. nov 11 ly

* mutual

Fire Insurance Company

s OF CARROLL COUNTY.

- OFFICE ,

WESTMINSTER, MD.

s j. w. HERING, President.
RICHARD MANNING,

1 Secretary and Treasurer.

JOHN T. DIFFENBAUOH,
General Agent, Westminster, Md.-

DlMcrous.—Dr. J. W. Bering, Alfred
Zollickoffer, Edward Lynch, David Prugh

Granville S. Haines, GrunvilleT. Henng, Dr.

I Samuel Swop.-, R. Manning, (diaries B. Rob
erU David Fowble. lan XJ-tl.

Ty O T 1 C B

ii.v associated with me in the Lumber

and Coal business my son, M. JOHN LYNCH,
’ the business will, after the Ist day ol Mundt.

r We take pleasure in announcing to the pub-
lic that we shall continue to keep on hand and

furnish all kinds of Building Lumber and
Coal St Ihe Old Yards in Westminster, Md.,
and hotie. that by strict attention to business

Zi With a desire hi.please, we shall continne

I to have our share of the trade.
feb2B,lßslf b. LYNCHA SUN.

j£0,00O! $0,000! $0,000!

REWARD

For the Capture of

THE LOST OR POUND BOY.

Missed yesterday night, at day-

break, from his home, where he has

not been for 20 years, a Small Col-

; ored Boy, born of white parents,

about the age of Chang, the Chinese

Giant, by the name of You Know.

Ho was hungry looking, knock-

kneed, and walked as straight as a

bow. He was barefooted, with his

i old.man’s arctics on; he had no

clothes on, except an old empty bag,

which he carried across his broken

back, and which contained two rail-

road tunnels and twenty bungholes ;

he had a low-cut ulster, cut bias; he

was cross eyed at the back of his

neck, and his hair was cut long, to

match his splendid figure; both his

ears were chopped off even with his

age; his chin was glued to the hip

pockets of his vest; his back spine

was shoved up through the crown of

his mother-in-law’sijsun bonnet; he

was a half-bred Irishman from Ger-

many, and a youth of stalwart frame,

Republican in politics and has voted

every Democratic ticket from Wash- ;

ington down ; when last seen he was

I shoving the clouds over the country

to keep off the comet, with the in-

tention of raising enough money to

go to A. C. Strasburger s Liquor

Store, where he and everybody can

got the Apple Wood Whiskey, three

years old, for $2.00 per gallon; the

Parmer’s Delight for $1.60; a No. 1

N. E. Rum for Mince Pie at $1.75; j
fine Catawba Wine at 75 cents per

gallon,and allother brands at equally

low prices. Don’t forget the place.

STRASBURGER’S,

Next door to Derr’s Dry Good Store

WESTMINSTER, MD.

j dec 6-4 t

rjIRUSTEES’ SALE

VALUABLEREAL ESTATE,
in Ridgeville, in Carroll county, Md.

j By virtue ofa decree of the Circuit Court
j for Carroll county, sitting as a Court of
1 Equity, passed in a cause in the said court,

I wherein Charles A. Smith is complainant,
1 and Albert Jones, administrator of .Samuel
j E. Grove, deceased, and others are defend-

[ ants, the undersigned, trustees, will offer at |
! Public Sale, at the late residence of said I

1 Grove, in Ridgeville, in Carroll county, I
| Maryland, on

j MONDAY, DECEMBER 28tb, 1891,

at 1 o’clock, p. in., the following described |
] real estate :
I Ist. Ailthat valuable lot of land situated |
in Ridgeville, in Carroll county, aforesaid,

I containing
1 ACRE OF LAND,

more or less, and improved by a Large Two
Story Frame Dwelling, with

¦ paired and put in excellent
condition, Stable, Corn House

j and Hen House. There is a well of good
1 water and pump on the properly. This
j properly is the late residence of Samuel E.
Grove, deceased, and is now occupied by his
widow, Mrs. Ruth Grove. Itfronts on the Haiti
more and Frederick Turnpike, and is distant

I about one mile from Mt. Airy, on the B. A

o. Railroad. This is one of the most desira
hie homes in this section of the county, and

i offers great inducements to purchasers,
i 2d. At the same time and place the un-

j dersigned trustees will offer at Public Sale,

I all that lot of laud situated in Ridgeville, in

I said county, adjoining Lot No. I, above des-
| cribed, containing

HALF AN ACRE OP LAND,
i more or less, and improved by a Large Two

Story Frame Dwelling,
A ,i7ki. - V in good condition. There Sap
ft>..jjndw ; s a f ull . Orchard of

splendid fruit on this properly.
I 3d. At the same time and place the said

trustees will offer at Public Sale all that unim-

-1 proved lot or parcel of land, situated in
Ridgeville, in said county, containing

THREE-QUARTERS OF AN ACRE

of Land, more or less. This lot adjoins the
Hotel Property of Mr. Robert Nelson, and is

one of the most desirable locations in Ridge-
ville. The soil is very rich and fertile.

Term * of Sale .—One-third part of the pur-

chase money to he in cash on the day of
sale, or upon the ratification thereof; the
balance to be paid in two equal installments,

the one to be paid in one year and the other
in two years from the day of sale, with in-
terest from the day of sale, and to he secured
by the notes of the purchaser or purchasers,
with security to be approved by the trustees.

WILLIAM H. THOMAS.
J. MILTON KEIFSNIDEK,

ALBERT JONES,
Trustees.

William H. Thomas, Solicitor.
Charles B. Fout, Auctioneer.

NOTICE TO CREDITORS.

Notice is hereby given to the creditors of
Samuel E. Grove, deceased, to file their
claims, with the vouchers thereof, with the
Clerk of the Circuit Court for Carroll county,

within two months from the 28th day of
December, 1891,

WILLIAM H. THOMAS,

J. MILTON REIFSNIDER,
ALBERT JONES,

decf> ts Trustees.

BUSINESS COLLEGE.

Business Course; Shorthand and Typewrit
ing; Telegraphy. Instruction as thorough
and extensive as inany other business col-

lege. Away from the temptations of large
i cities. Tuition and board moderate.

D. ELMER WOLF,
Proprietor and Principal,

decS 4t Hagerstown, Md.

Idemocratic
WESTMINSTER, MD, SATURDAY, DECEMBER 26, 1891.

|JoPtrij.
• The Night After Christmas.

'Twas the night alter Christmas.
And allover the house
Things were turned topsy-turvy.
To suit even a mouse.

Santa Claus had been gone
Awhole night and a day.
And things never go right

When thelandlord's away.

Mrs. .Santa was mending

Mr.Santa ('lans' host'.
For the climbing ofroofs
Is very hard upon clothes.

The two little Santas
Were down on the floor
With one eye on their blocks
And one eye on the door.

Just then as they watched.
Very closely, the latch,
They heard a great noise
Overhead on the thatch.

Atramping and stamping
Andrattle and clatter—

And the two little Santas
Knew just what was the matter.

Papa Santa was come.
And he sometimes forgot
And sought his own house

By the great chimney pot.
Ifhe ever can tell,
Tillhe lands down below.

What quarter’s he's in,
I'm sure I don’tknow.

First came a great shower.
Of pop-corn and stutt',
Such things as are left
When we've all had enough.

Then a broken necked doll.

Atin soldier or two.
Till the Santas set up
A great hullaballoo.

Atlast come St. Nick.

With a grunt and a sneeze.

For a chimney you know

Is a pretty tight squeeze.
And heshouted. “Hello!

Why I'm glad I’min port.

For of canday am! toys

I was running quite short.”

Then he kissed his good wife

With a very loud smack,

And tossed the young Kris K ingles

Upon his back,

Anlpranced them and galloped them j
Over the floor.
Till the house seemed in danger

Of tumbling o’er.

Next he threw offhis cap
Andhis big furry coal.
Thathe wore when he travelled

To regions remote.
And perching the laddies up
One on each knee.
He told them of all
He had happened to see.

I “Thestrangest ofall,”

j Said he. after a while,
"Andos good as 'twas strange.

Though itmay make you smile.
The children arc coming

To rival me now
And are giving, themselves;
Though I don’tknow just how.

“I came toa house
Full ofchildren and noise.
There were rosy-checked girls
Anlcurly-haired boys:

AudI gave them all something
From out of my pack.
That I then had brim-full

On the top of my back.

"Bat you’d hardly believe
What I saw with these eyes

They had piled on the platform
Cakes, apples and pies;

With muffles and handkerchiefs.
Stockings and shoes—
And they werdn’t put there
For the children to use.

“But theboys aud girls all.
With a hearty good-will,
Have these nice things away
To the folks that are ill.

To the joor ami the homeless.
With no roof overhead.
Very glad ifthey have

I
Just a morsel of bread.

“AndI noticed quite well.
As I paused to lookround.
The boys were the jolliest
Ever I found:

And the girls were all smiles.
And I knew right away
They had found out what keeps me |
So happy and gay."

Then Santa Claus kissed
His sweet bairnies good night.
Tucked them snug in their beds
And blew out the light:

But before they would sleep

They made Santa Claus say
That he’d take them along
On the next Christmas day.

So. young people. rememler.
When Christmas comes around.
Thatgetting and giving
Together be found;

And the reindeers may bring us.
When next they are due.

Santa Claus, Mrs. Santa—
And the young Santas too.

Select (^ioru.
I

TED’S CHRISTMAS,

A Good Story for Some Parents to Read.

BY MRS. F. M. HOWARD.
*

•‘They’re going to have a Christmas tree,
an’ nuts, an' candy, an’ ice cream !” and
little Nan’s eyes stuck out with the delights
of imagination.

| “My! Won't that be jolly?" Ted was
the next speaker, and in the excitement of

| the moment he forgot himself so far as to

‘ emit a small, faint whistle,

j “Stop that noise over there,” said a
stern voice, the owner of which looked out

from behind the folds of the evening paper
! with a frown. Joseph Hex ford was homely
jenough, taken at his best, but with an

! ugly frown added, he was terrific, though
I probably not aware of it, for people seldom

; I get before the glass to make up ugly faces,

j “They were only talking a little about
Christmas,” said Mrs. Uexford, timidly;

1 the wives of such men are invariably timid,
or else, in very bravado of despair, intoler-
able scolds, and Mrs. Uexford could never

I be that.
She would have been the sunniest and

sweetest of little women, had she not been
clapped under a bushel by Joseph Uexford
at a very early stage in their married life,
and, as might be sup)>osed, she was pretty
nearly extinguished by this time.

“Christmas!” be growled, contempt

f uously. “All nonsense and folly, they’d
r better be tendin’ to their rethmetic or a

shellin’ them seeds. I had to work even-

f in’s when I was their age, an’ hadn’t no

time to be batchin’ up foolery.”
“All work and no play makes Jack a

dull boy,” gently remonstrated the wife.

“They’re not too old to enjoy a little recrea-
. tion, Joseph, and I wish we eould give

them a little Christmas treat.” She won-

dered afterward at her own boldness, for

' B he did not often venture within reach of

the lion’s claws, or, in other words, her

husband's displeasure.
He looked at her in astonishment; he

supposed ho had her subdued, aud the idea

that she could propose anything that he

had just put his foot on as “foolery” shocked

him.
“Mrs. Rexford,” and his voice was a bit

of condensed harshness, “I thought you

knew my mind on sech triflin years ago,

and I want yo to understand once and for

all. I won't have it, ’ and the big foot came

down on the uncarpeted floor with a snap.

“And you young ones, stop your snivelin
over there, or I’llgive you something to

snivel about.” and the mighty potentate

glared over in the corner, where little Nan

was struggling with a sob of mingled terror

aud disappointment, for at her mothers
kind words itseemed so easy to have just a

little bit of Christmas, at least.

“Darn him,” whispered Ted, clinching

his fists, and shaking them at the house-

hold monarch, who had again wrapped

himself in his newspaper. “I’llrun away,

see if I don’t, au’ I’ll have a Christmas

tree every day when I get big.'
His jacket would have needed no further

dusting for months to come, if the parent

could have seen the belligerent action, but,

fortunately, the paper was not transparent,

aud Mr. Rexford was deep in an article on
the Irish question.

He looked up presently; he had the com-
placent feeling of the bull dog, who comes
uppermost in the fight, and could look upon

his vanquished subjects with amiable con-

descension. “I guess those Britishers 11
find they can’t always abuse them poor
Irishers,” he said. “They 11 find out,
sooner or later, that it don’t pay to allers

play the tryrant. ’
Mrs. Rexford received the information

with a proper degree of humility,and a

I subdued “hm m m,” escaped her lips, but

I she thought to herself that it would not be

j necessary to cross the ocean to find a tyrant,
! if one were urgently needed, aud wondered
rebelliously if it was always going to pay

jhim to assume the character he so depre-

| cated in his British neighbors,
j Bedtime came, and Ted aud Nan, with
j little Jane, crept oft' toward their beds.
1 No cheerful, “goodnight, papa,” with the

; kiss which sweetens slumber, and ushers

the children into a happy dreamland; Mr.

Rexford’s soul would have recoiled at such
sentimental doings, children being, in his
eyes, necessary evils, from which to extract

the greatest amount of work with the least

amount of love and money.
The mother rose, lamp in hand, and fol-

; lowed them softly; she helped them undress
!with soft, gentle touches, aud then drew

i them to her side for their evening prayer.
! Little Nan, ten years of age, was just at

j the point of tears, and when she came to

1the phrase inher simple prayer: “(Jed

| bless papa aud mamma,” her voice broke

into amu filed sob. It was so bard to pray

I for the father, who apparently loved them

so little.
“Hush, darling,” said Mrs. Rexford,

almost in tears herself, as she drew the

quivering little form to her heart; “perhaps
mamma will find away yet.”

Ted was thirteen, and in his rebellious

feelings omitted the customary phrase from
his prayer entirely. “The mean old thing,.”

jhe muttered, angrily, “I’dlike to lick him.”

“Hush, dear,” she said, gently, “father
doesn’t mean to he unkind.”

“What does he do it for, then ?” de-

manded the hoy, and the mother’s lips
: were shut, for she had uo adequate reply
; for such a pertinent question.

All this was done in whispers, and a

I familiar voice broke in upon the conversa-

tion at this juncture : “Going to stay in

j there all night, Jane? And hastily luck- j
| ing them into their beds, with loving kisses

on the little grieved lips, she left them I
| hurriedly to the gentle comforter, sleep, '
| which seldom refuses to come to healthy

childhood.
j This was two weeks before Christmas, i
| and a week went by, and Mrs. Uexford saw

uo possible way to fulfill the hope she had
cherished of making it a pleasant day for
the children. She could get up a good
dinner Mr. Uexford was fond of good |
dinners himself, bat with his stern face at

the table, the children would he obliged to :

sit like dummies, and eat in sepulchral
sileuee, for the father was a firm believer !
in the doctrine that “children should he

seen, not heard,” and allowed no frivolous
chattering at meal-time.

She had been putting away surreptitious 1
halls of butter and dozens of eggs, in the
hope of being able to smuggle a few little
trifles quietly into their stockings, hut her

. heart was heavy with a sense of her inabil-

ity to make the holiday such a one as she
would like.

“Jane,” said Mr. Uexford, coming in

from the village with an envelope in his
hand, “I don’t know what ever you’ll do,
but I’llhave to leave ye for awhile.”

“What is it, Mr. Uexford?” she asked,
in surprise; it was very seldom either duly
or pleasure took him from home.

“Why John’s dead, an’ they telegraphed
me to come and ’tend the funeral, an’ I
s’pose it’s my dooty to go.’

“Of course it is, Joseph,” replied the
wife, “and I’llget along all right. Billy
Grant will come over and do the chores.”

John was Mr. Uexford’s brother, another

I branch of the Uexford family tree, which,

t though not as gnarled and knotty as Joseph

I himself, still bore enough resemblance to

prove his relationship beyond a doubt.

- There had been as much of a repressed
and undemonstrative affection between
them as could be expected, and this, com-

| bined with a sense of duty, procured his

, absence from home at this opportune mo-
. ment for the children.

, Such an event had only occurred once

or twice in their lifetime before; cases in

i the dreary desert of their experience, which
were looked back to with delight.

“How long shall you he gone, Mr. Uex-

; ford ?” asked the wife. She could not
- mourn for the brother-in-law whom she

r had never seen but once, and whose atti-

f tude then had not been such as to inspire

r affection, and a faint hope was springing
up in her heart that for once the children

> could have a holiday worthy of the name.

“Ten days anyhow, inebhe two weeks.
he answered. “The widder 11 expect me

to settle up his affairs, more or less.” j
Ted looked at Nan with a grimance of I

unutterable delight; if the father had seen t
it, it is doubtful whether duty even could j

have urged him from home, certainly not ]
without administering a spanking all round. <

“(jet my things ready as soon as you <
can,” he resumed, “for I want to catch the i
three o’clock train, sure, and you, Ted, get i
the boss harnessed so st to take me to the

depot."
“Yeas’r,” replied Ted; no danger hut <

that Ted would do his share, and be on

time, too.

Nan was on hand, like a Jack-in-the-
box, to spring at every call, and bring the

soap and the towel, the blacking-brush and

whisk broom, for Joseph Rexford loved to

be waited ou, and bis toilet for a journey,
long or short, was the signal for a series of
gymnastics, participated in by the whole
family.

Half-past two came, and Doll was at the

door, and Ted, with a very unbecoming
shade of happiness ou his countenance,

held the reins.
“You’llwant some money, I s’pose?

said Mr. Rexford, graciously, for him, as

be drew ou his overcoat. “There’s five

dollars,” aud he passed the precious mor-

sel out from a roll of greenbacks, gingerly;
he was not a poor man, by any means, and
could have given her twenty-five just as

easily.
“Yes, Joseph,” she replied, meekly, as

she tucked away the hill; she did not in-

tend he should ever see it again, or au ex-

haustive report of the uses made of it.

either.

“Wall, good-bye, Jane,” (he drew ou

his gloves) “don’t let the young ones run

over you while I’m gone.”
“No, Joseph,” she replied, demurely,

with an inward smile.

lie went out; there was no silly demon-

stration id’ affection at parting. A kiss

from those stern lips would have been au

astonishment that the family would not

have recovered from in a week, and get-
ting into the waiting sleigh, old Doll moved j
away.

Nan t urned a somersault; she was a fine,

loving child, and would have been as happy
as a lark, under favorable circumstances.

“Ob, goody, goody, goody!” she ex-

claimed, in a glad soliloquy.
“Hush, Nannie,” said the mother re-

provingly, though iu her secret heart she

could not blame the child for the ebulli-
tion.

Ted returned in due time, and the de-

parture was au assured thing, and the boy
already held up his head with au accession
of self-respect, as he took his place as man
of the house. One week was but a short

time to plan iu, but judicious effort can ac-
complish much iu even a week’s time, and

Mrs. Rex ford’s plans were chiefly iu the

line of merry-making, such a one as they
had never been allowed to have.

Her first move was a letter to a sister,

living twenty miles away, with an invita-

tion to spend Christinas.
A visit from Aunt Nan was a rare treat

to the children at any time, one which

they rarely enjoyed, however, for Aunt

Nan and Joseph Uexford were not conge-

nial spirits, she not being able to bottle up ;
her indignant wrath when he exercised his
peculiar gift of government in her pres- |
cnee; he did not relish her “meddlin’,” as j
he designated her rather free use of her i
tongue on occasions, and so she wisely con- |
eluded that it was best to s£e as little of;

1 the domestic economy as possible, and kept i
away, to Mrs. Uexford’s mingled grief and

jrelief.

I Teddy’s heart, in the meantime, was

tilled with a great longing; he wanted to

make the patient little mother, whom he |

I loved with a tender, chivalrous devotion, a

| Christmas present.

In the thirteen years of his life he had !
1 no remembrance of her receiving a Christ- :
jmas gift, and he was in a brown study the :

! greater part of his time, planning and cou-
; triving some way to surprise her with a !

I present, hut as yet uo way had opened,
j “Harness Poll, Teddy, and we’ll go to

j the village today,” said the mother one

imorning. Teddy smiled knowingly as he ,
hurried away to obey her request, aud in a j

i short time they were on the way. “Now
! you musn’t follow me around,” she said,

with a smile, as they neared the village;
Ted answered her with a knowing, yet
longing look. He wanted to ask her for a
bit of spending money for himself, yet,
fearing she would suspect, and, knowing
that she had little with which to carryout
her own plans, he wisely forhoje.

•I am going to the station to meet the '
ten o’clock train, Teddy, ’ she said, as he

was hitching Doll, “aiul you may meet me
there with the sleigh.”

“Father isn’tcoming home, is he I”said
Ted, in consternation.

' “No, dear,” replied the mother, laughing
at his alarm,” hut I think there will be
somebody there, and she darted into a dry
goods store, without explaining the mys-

tery.
Ted went into another store to get warm,

and then amused himself wandering up and
down the street, looking into the shop win-
dows, which were gay withChristmas goods,
and thinking what he would buy if he had

the means.

He had spent fully twenty-five dollars
i in this imaginary way, when he observed a

stranger crime out from one of the stores,

s and walk away briskly.
He had a pleasant face, aud stepped off

with the assured air of one who w accus-

i tomed to having good things of this life,

i Itwas a warm, sunny day, and his heavy
1 overcoat was thrown jauntly open, and, as

he passed up the street he drew his hand-
kerchief from his inside pocket, and blew
his nose with a sonorous blast.

Ted watched all this with interest, for
the man's pleasant face had pleased his

i childish fancy, and as the handkerchief
; came out the boy saw another object fly

out also and lodge in the dirty snow of the

gutter, while the gentleman walked quickly

on, i|uile unaware of his loss.

Twl's first thought was that it was only

a piece of paper, and it did not occur to

him investigate the matter, hut a second t
thought sent him flying to the spot, where, )
after some little search, he found a little I
package wrapped in white paper and dec- t
orated with an express label: there was c
evidently a small box within, and Ted ran f
as fast as his legs could carry him to restore i
it to the owner.

That jaunty gentleman was just getting a
into a handsome sleigh as Ted turned the s
corner, and away he went. t

“Mister. Mister, ’ screamed Ted at the 1
top of his voice, which the bells drowned, i
and then began the race—Ted running for t
dear life, the horses trollingalong with I
no idea that they were pursued.

The boy's legs did him good service, I
however, and at last he succeded in attract- I
ing the driver. “What’s this, my lad ?” ;
he said, kindly. “Want a ride?” 1

“N-n-no,” panted Teddy, all out of i
breath, “but you lost this, sir, and I picked

it up,” and In- held up the package. i
“Well, well, did I ever,” said the gen- 1

llemau, feeling hastily in his pocket. 1
“What a careless trick. And so you’ve

pretty near run your legs oft to catch me,

ch ?"

“I guess they’re all whole yet, sir,’ re-

plied Ted, with a smile, and yet puffing

with the race.

He handed over the box. while the

stranger took out a fat pocket book.
“Christmas is coming, my boy, and may

be you'll like an an extra bit of surprise
money," he said, good naturedly, as he

handed out a five dollar hillto the aston-

ished child.

“Oh, sir, that’s too much," and Ted
| offered it back, unite overwhelmed by such
| magnificence.

“Well, I don’t know about that,” said
I the gentleman, “that box contains a watch
I worth two hundred dollars, and by the

time I had advertised it and paid a reward,

it would have cost me double the amount,

besides the chances of my finding it again,

i so on the whole, 1 think I am rewarding
| you very moderately,” and he buttoned

i his overcoat over box and poeketbook reso-

jlately, and prepared to drive on.

[ A whole aycna of Christmas presents

! danced through Ted’s happy brain, as he 1
1 thanked the generous gentleman for his j
igift, and they parted with mutnal good |
feeling.

“If I had such a father as that.” soldo-

quized the child, “what a good boy I’dbe.” j
“If I had an honest, bright-faced boy j

like that,” said the gentleman, “what a
happy father I’d he."

Ted had never before kept a secret from

his mother, and it was the hardest work to

keep from telling his adventure, but secrets

were flying in the air apparently and he
held on to his with true Christmas tenacity.

lie had suspected by this time who was
coming on the train, and he was on time
at the station with Doll; he had also wisely
concluded to wait a bit for her advice and

assistance before spending his wealth.
Aunt Nan stepped off the train when it

came in, looking rosier and jollier than
ever, Ted thought, as she hugged him up

close to her warm furs, and she had the

| fattest satchel and heaviest basket he had

j ever lifted.

There was a perfect jubilee of welcome

| when the party reached home, and Aunt
! Nan took her namesake and little Jane into

her warm embrace, to their complete sur-

I prise, for they had never dreamed of such

j a happy arrival. “The little dears,” said
| Aunt Nan, as she and Mrs. Rezford made i

several mysterious trips to the barn, re- 1
; turning with contraband bundles under
! their aprons “they shall have one Christ-
jmas. if they never do another.”
I Such a merry making the Rexford

' house had never witnessed before. Billy
Grant had good uaturedly consented to go

i to the woods and cut a small evergreen,

\ which was conveyed Co the parlor secretely,

I and if it was not as brilliantly lighted and |
i trimmed as it might have been, it was a j
jwonderful tree, nevertheless, hung with 1¦ popcorn, apples and oranges and gifts, until
i the children were nearly wild with delight

j when they saw it.
A long pail, full of some mysterious j

| compound, bad been sitting in a tub in the i
i woodshed, carelessly covered over with a

1 piece of carpet, and this was found to con- |
tain ice cream, and after all the other

i things had been distributed, it came in, |
i piled up in delicious masses of frozen
| sweetness, on Mrs. Rexford’s best China
I saucers, together with the angels’ food

j which Aunt Nan had baked that day.
Mrs. Rexford actually cried with sur-

¦ prised delight when Ted gave her a lovely
! plush work box, the first gift he had ever

| been able to make her, and told his story
! of the kind gentleman and his gold watch.

| Poor thing she had enjoyed little of mer-

-1 riment of gift-making since her marriage,
| and she enjoyed this, as only a kindly,
jcheerful heart, cramped into space far too

j small for it, can enjoy liberty and love
freely expressed.

“Mother,” said Ted, when, at a late
hour, Mrs. Rexford gathered her little

I flock together for their evening prayers,
“It always seemed when 1 said ‘Our

Heavenly Father,’ as if He was stern and

| cross just like father, but I think He must

be good or He wouldn’t a let us bad such
a lovely Christmas.”

“Teddy, poor child,” said Aunt Nan,
and her kindly bright eyes were full of
tears, “whatever comes, dear boy, don’t

p forget that, whatever your earthly father
may be, your Heavenly Father is all

tenderness and love toward you.”
Before Mr. Rexforda return, all traces

of the festivities were removed; he seemed

1 quite softened by the scenes through
which he bad passed and if he noticed any
superfluous articles about the house and

suspected their source, he said nothing,
and the children never forgot their one

[ “Merry Christmas ”

~—i-
To purify garlicy milk put a pint of

¦ boiling water into each bucket, just after
milking.
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Measuring the Aurora.

| From theSt. Louis Republic.]

Interesting particulars concerning attempts
to measure the height of the aurora have
been given the Royal Danish Academy by
Mr. Adam Paulsen. At Godthabh, with

two theodolites four miles apart, the height
of different aurora* was found to .range
from one third of a mile to nearly forty
miles in height.

Near (’ape Farewell, with a base line of

about three-fourths of a mile, the results

showed them to range in height from one
to ten miles, and at Spitzbergen, with u
base line of about one-third of u mile, they
were shown to be from three huudred yards
to eighteen miles high, according to

brilliancy.
In earlier observations Flogel estimated

the height of several aurora? at from ninety
to 310 miles. Reiman found a height of

at least 500 miles for one aurora observed
by him, while Nordeuskjold placed the

mean height of all aurorae at 120 miles.
Lemstrnm claims to have observed the

aurora when it was not above 1000 feet
high, and Hilderhrandsou has seen them
below the clouds.

From the great variety of facts and
figures produced by different observers, and
the wide difference of opinion which exists
among scientific men as to their exact

height. Mr. Paulsen infers that the aurora

onlyappears at a considerable height in the

temperate zone, while in theau roral zone
proper the phenomenon is generally produc-
ed in the lower atmosphere.

“English as She is Spelt.’*

Says a writer in the Brunswick, Ga.,
Times: I wxs in one of Brunswick’s
schools recently, where I picked up the

following thrilling composition written by
a 12-year-ohi girl, which is one of the best
pieces of English as she is “spelt,” that I
have yet seen; “A right suite little buoy,
the sun of a great kernal. with a rough
around his neck, flue up the rode as quick

as a dear. After a thyme he slopped at a
gun house and wrung the hello. His tow

hurt hymn and he kneeded wrest. He

was two tired two raze his fare, pale face.

A feint mown of pane rose from his lips.
The made who herd the belle was about to

pair a pare, hut. she through it down and

! in*ii with all her mite, for fear her guessed
1 would not weight. But when she sa\v

i the little won, tiers stood in her ayes at the

| site. ‘Ewe poor dear! Why dew you
lye hear! Are yew dyeing!’ ‘Know he

I .said,‘l am feint.’ She hoar him inn her

} arms, as she aught, to a room where he
mite be quiet, gave him bred and meet,
held a cent bottle under his knows, untide
his choler. rapped him up warmly, gave
him a suite drachm from a viol, till at last

he went fourth as hail as a young hoarse.”

Justice in Japan.

Fioui the Chicago IlrrnM.

H. B. Hubhell a New York tourist who
is at the Richelieu, says that Japanese jus-
tice as dealt out in some sections of the

country has the effect of making business
in the courts very dull. “We were at a
little place called Akilas,” said Mr. Hub-
bell. “where we called upon the Chief Mag-
istrate and asked permission to see the ad-

r-

ministration of Japanese justice. He told

us to call at a certain hour next day and

we came very gladly. The magistrate or-

dered a prisoner to be brought in withthe

prosecutor and witnesses. The culprit was

charged with stealing two yen, about £IJSO.
“‘What have you to say?’ asked the

magistrate.
“ ‘The prisoner stole my money,’ an-

j swered the prosecutor.
“ ‘What do the witnesses say?’ inquired

I the magistrate.
“‘Isaw him in the act,’ was the reply

j of each one.

“Then the magistrate said to the pris-
oner; ‘Four weeks imprisonment for

stealing; I will send the prosecutor to jail
j one week for not being smart enough to

i keep his own money, and sentence the wit-

| nesses for the same time for not minding
j their own business.’

”

The Honeymoon.

I From the St. lajuls (ilobe-Democrat.

A reader asks, “How did tin* name
| honeymoon come to be applied to the first

! month after marriage?”

I Two or three explanations have been

I offered of this singular expression, but the
| most reasonable and satisfactory is that sug-
! gested by a work on German antiquities.

In this it is stated that from very early
I times it was the practice among the Ger-

| mans to drink mead and honey at wed-
i ding festivities, which commonly continued

for thirty days, whence the first month
spent together by the married couple come
to he called the honey month.

The same authority regards the wedding
tour as a relic of the times when men stole
their wives and were obliged for a season
to hide themselves from the wrath of offend-
ed relatives of the bride. It is said that
in some parts of Tartary and India at the
present day, although women are uo longer
stolen for wives, the forms of capture are
kept up, and for several weeks the newly
wedded pair either remain in seclusion or

absent themselves from the tribe to which
they belong.

These catches depending on proper
punctuation are very old. Ancient history
tells how a man wishing to learn if it

would he safe for him to go to hat tie, received
• this answer from the oracle: Ibis redihis

non morieris in hello.” Ifyou put a com-
ma after redihis the translation is, “You
will go, you will return, you will not die
in battle ;”but ifyou put the comma after
non, you get, “You will go, you will return

not, you willdie in battle.”

“l)o not marry a widower,” said the
old lady; “a ready-made family is like a
plate of cold potatoes.” “Oh, 111 soon

warm them over,” replied the damsel; and
she did.

Hath any wronged thee? Be bravely
revenged; slight it. and the work’s begun;
forgive it, and ’its finished. He Is below
himself who is not above an injury.


