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We desire to extend

our Sincere Thanks

to our

Many Friends and Customers

for their liberal patronage
during the past year.

And wish you all

A_ MERRY CHRISTMAS
A.ISTID

HAPPY NEW YEAR
During this week we shall sell

OUR REMAINING STOCK
OF

TOYS AND CHRISTMAS GOODS
AT HALF PRICE.

STORE CLOSED OIST CHRISTMAS DAY.

Cordially, yours to serve,

I If"VS(
—— nil,—

OPEN EVENINGS UNTIL CHRISTMAS. *B3 WESTMINSTER. MD_

IT’S GOING TO

RE A GREAT CHRISTMAS!
We have got tlx- goods and make the prices that will (ill all the Stockings, anil

Ido it reasonably, too. Don't cry, --can I afford it, but

COVE TOOCR S SEE
| for yoursell h*w :>ilv and ecouomirailv you van vret nice presents tor your relatives
| ami friends.

We Have Reta Fail Stock of Things for Everybody.
We can show von appropriate gifts fur young and old; costing from a men? trifle

jto as i>stlv a present as you to care to make.

We are Sure to Please You in Selection.

We are Sure to Make You Happy with our Prices.
Rift* for Ltd it*L* a special feature of our Holiday Stock .
Beautiful (iifi*for yonr*i*ter or sweetheart
Many thing* that would delight your wife
Selections that would please your dear old mother
We didn't forget the babie- Score* of nice gift.* for very little folks.
Again we tell yon it's going to U> a great (’hrial mas and we have prepared for it

with a large stock of

WATCHES, JEWELRY, SILVERWARE. FANCY GOODS, EIC.

A. I I. WENTZ,
Jeweler and Optician, WESTMINSTER, MD

Don’t Forget

A C lIRISTMAS PRESENT

for the man of the house Give him something useful.

SHARKER & GORSUCII.
Opposite Catholic Church. WESTMINSTER, BCD.,

¦ tfvr vf.t haidi • || a t‘- m; • I *ar h.md* ni* h*.'hl r4*rfd Ih®r-

ot*. ven *nh*h. frvui s.* up fh. n- of tr Sufts which we are <*UiO£
at Bptrial bdhlat j-ht' w**uld U#’4 iAr|4ib!* I r buy* jc hive nobby lop I ••la

•ml Dili's I I’DKUCU MTS FA Mors

FUR GLOVES AND COLLARS.
Ntilbink' nukt’*n n’o'r - K \.\nriy •! warning, driving

; ami drww gl>Te*

SEE OUR SILK MUFFLERS. They are beauti e

1000 NECKTIES.
Every thing that a new. English S.|uaie Puff in the new thije Imperial*,

and in fart every one know* that we are the neekwear peojdo of the county and come
here when they wan! to get the correct thing in neck lim

\ nn-e line of St’SPKN PKItS
Our novel Iwe in lu*lerv*l Handkerchief' will pleas* you Entirely new and only

*hown by u*

Our stlc tVd>.r*i Shirt* are dre*v and hi* value*
A lot of that splendid warm 1 n lerwear left, at very I*>w price* iImG

BENNETT & CO.,
NEAR THE DEPOT, WESTMINSTER, MD.

LUMBER. COAL, SLATE.
SASH, DOORS, BLINDS Mid all kinds of Mill Work. Diamoad Wall i’KMKNT
forplastering. AGRICULTURAL IMPLEMENTS. Vulcan Chilled PLOWS,

the best Plow on earth. These Hows are sold on their merits, and every one is
anteed to give entire satisfaction in the field or no sale. The only I*low made that

will stick in dry, hard and stony ground. Sole agents in Carroll county for the cele-

brated and old reliable SCHUTTLER WAGONS, the best farm Wagon in the
world. Deering Harvester Co.’s BINDERS. MOWERS. RAKES, BINDER
TWINE, OIL. The DEERING IDEAL BINDER is the lightest running and
best constructed Binder on the market today. The only machine equipped with hall
and roller bearings, ball and roller bearings on main axle, main gear shaft and crank
shall, Deering jointed platform, 1leering one-lever reel. Deering Binder attachment

and the Deering balance double butt adjuster, all of which make it the must perfect
and efficient Binder in the world. Come and see it set up before buying. Sujs ri-T
and Owego GRAIN DRILLS. Champion WAGONS. One-horse WAGONS.
Steel and Wood Frame IIARROWS. BoomerCOßN PLANTERS. HAYFORKS
pat tip complete. Hay TEDDERS. Field ROLLERS. Riding and Walking CUL-

TIVATORS. Single, Double and Triple Shovel PLOWS. Agents for Frick Uo.'s
ENGINES, THRASHERS. WIND STACKERS, SAW MILLS,Ac. Satisfaction

guaranteed on every article sold. [Telephone Call No. 58.] apr 2

j In tb* Ciitnit f*r C*m>il County, *l

liug m* a <\mrt of K^uitv.
Mtnr P, Pickett, Plaintiff. Ain K.

Pickett. hriVo iint

I- The object of tbi*.jitr* Utprocarr a divorov*
a vinculo matrimonii from the dctcmUut. Alfa
E- hckrU.

| The bill *(atr# tha? thr plaintiff '* maiden
| name wa* Mart P Aldridge: that she i* 2t
| fear# of a***, a resident l Carroll count);,

Maryland. Thai die, the *aid plaintiff, in

j icrmarried with the aaid defendant. Alva K.
I Piekcttf on the 12lh day of June, That

the said defendant abandoned aad
the plaintiff on the lt *Uf of September,
lH9b, and that she has not seen or beard any-
thing from him aiuce (he data of said aban-
donment. That he. the *aid defendant, abaci
dotted the plaintiff without ramie or giving
lor any reaaoo whatever. That he left her with-
out means of iip|4trt, and that she ka since
the day of said ahandoinctit nupuorted her
•wdf by hrr own labor. Thai *aid nUadun-
merit ha* continued uninterruptedly for more
than three fears and is deliU-rafe and final
by him, and the ***lamt! ion of (he plaintiffand
defendant is beyond any reasonable rxpseta*
tioo of reconciliation. That the said defend
ant, Alva K. Pickett, is a non resident of the
State of Maryland.

It is thereupon thin sth day of l>eceml*er,
A. It. It*99, ordered by the Circuit Coart for

Carroll County, silting a* a Court of Equity,
that the plaintiff, by causing a copy of thin
order to be inserted in osm* n-w>p(H*r pub-
lished in said Carroll county or.ee in each of
four successive week-* before the Hih day of
January. I9UO, give notice to the *aid nt

defendant of the object ami suUlauct- of this
bill, warning him to appear in this Court in
person or by attorney on or before the 28th
day of January, rent, to show cause, if any
he has, why h decree ought not to be passed
a* prayed.

JAS. H. BILLINGSLKA. Clerk.
True copy, — Test :

dec9-5t Jar 11. Hiu.ivosi.ha. Clerk.

In the Circuit Court for Carroll County,
as a Court of Equity.

James H. Myers and others, vs, Florence R.
Cover and others.

Ordered this 7ih day of December, 1899,
that the stile of the Heal Estate made and
reported in the above entitled cause by
James 11. Myers, the Trustee appointed by
the decree passed therein, to sell the same,

be finally ratified and confirmed unless cause
to the contrary be shown on or before the Bth
day of January, next; provided a copy of this
order be inserted in some newspaper printed
in Carroll County, Maryland, once in each of
three successive weeks before the Ist day of
January, next.

The report states the amount ot sale to be
$912.81}.

JAS. H. BILLINGSLEA. Clerk.
True copy,—Test:

dec9 3t Jar. H. Billixgslba, Clerk.

TO CREDITORS.

This is to give notice that the subscriber
has obtained from the Orphans’ Court of
Carroll county, in Maryland, letters of ad-
ministration on the Personal Estate of

J. HENRY FROCK,
late of Carroll county, deceased. All persons
having claims against the deceased are hereby
warned to exhibit the same, withthe vouchers
thereof legally authenticated, to the subscri-
ber, on or before the 9th day of July.
1900; they may otherwise by law be excluded
from all benefit of said estate.

Given under my hand this 4th day of
December, 1899.

LYDIA A. FROCK.
dec9 4t Administratrix.

If O GRIMES,
Li • Successor to

K. O. GRIMES a CO.. AT
THE PRINCIPAL DEPOT.

WESTMINSTER. MD.

Having succeeded to the busine** of the i
late firm of E. O. Grimes A Co., the under j
signed solicits the patronage of the firm's ¦
former customers and the public generally. '
has as complete a stock of

CHOICE GROCERIES |
as can be found in our cilv.

CHOICE TEAS. COFFEES. STREPS,
NEW ORLEANS MOLASSES, CANNED i
GOODS OF ALL KINDS, CIGARS, To
BACCO. AC.

The la-si grades of PATENT PROCESS
and FAMILY FLOUR constantly on hand at j
bottom figures. Will pav the Highest Pru-es i

for WHEAT. CORN. RYE. OATS, and all i
kinds of Country Produce.

Agent for Ijitim A Hand's Blasting Pow-
der. and Judeon’s Dynamite fur slump blast- '
ing. Ac. Farmers can he supplied with the ,
best quality of COTTON andwLAXSEKD 1
MEAL, HEAVYMIDDLINGS, BRAN. Ac.
at lowest prices.

mar 26 E. O. GRIMES.

INTENDING TO REDUCE MY
STOCK.

I will offer extra values for CASH. Haring
bought these goods direct from the mitts, at

rock bottom prices fur spot ca-h, I am in a
position to save big money for alt who need
anything in the

HARNESS,
ROBE OR

BLANKET LINE.
I will give you the benefit of 20 years' ex-
perience as against junk dealers, or any other
dealers, who have not had the experience to

know what they are buying and consequently
can't know what (bey are selling. I show-
over

100 STYLES OF ROBES AND

BLANKETS from 50c up.

GOODS SOLD FOR CASH ONLY
J. W. SHUNK,

1 novlß-lyr Westminster, Md.

rjXJ THE PUBLIC.

Ifyou want

FIRE INSURANCE.

LIFE INSURANCE,

ACCIDENT INSURANCE.

WINDSTORM INSURANCE,

STEAM BOILER INSURANCE.

Give me a cull.

¦ I,owest Kates. Best Stock Companies. No
Assessments. No Premium Notes.

Quick Cash Settlements.

JAMES E. SMITH,
General Insurance Agent.

No. 7 Court Street,
l apl tf Westminster, Md.

! JpOR SALE OR RENT.

House No. 100, Pennsylvania Avenue, in
WeSiiiiusler; six rooms and pantry; 2 stories

‘ and basement; city water; large stable and

1 other buildings; garden and fruit. Apply to

GEO. W. BROWN,
dec 6-2 t On the Premises.

1)11. MARTIN’S
HOMCEOPATHIO

lOc REMEDIES lOc
NOT CURB ALLS

A Separate Curt) for Bach Dineaae.
a

•J • Different CURES fbr | i \Q
• >f) Different DISEASES 11/
Dr. Marlin's Rhea ina(Um Cure 10c ;
Dr. Martin * Female Cure 10c !

Dr. Murim's Female Tablet* 10c :

j Dr. Maltin'* Blood and Skin Cure.. 10c |
• Dr. Martin and lndg***tion

Cure ' IOC j
Dr. Marlin'* Kidney Cur** 10c
Dr. Martin**Heart Cure 10c ’
Dr. Marl:o'* Cathartic. .....10c j

. Dr. Martin’*(’alarrah Cure 10l
K Dr. Martin’*(’alarrah Tablet* 10c

, Dr. Martin’*Nerve Cura 10c
Dr. Martin’s Cholera Morbus Cure 10c
Dr, Martin i Fever Cure.. 10c S

. Dr. Marlin’*Headache Cure 10c
Dr. Martin s Diarrh<ra and Dyweolety

j Cure 10 \
Dr. Martin * Liver and Constipation Cure. 10c j
Dr. Marlin's Cough Cure 10c
Dr. Martin’* Cold and tinpje Cure !0c
Dr. Martin * Baby Cure 10c \
Dr. Martin *. Croup Cure 10c !
Dr. Marlin’s Chill*. Fever and Malaria

Cure 10c
’ Dr Martin’s Bladder Cure... 10c

D Marlin's V imigia Cure • 10c
Dr. Martin’s Worm Cure 10c

j Dr. Martin's Measles Cure 10c
Dr. Martin’s Cholera Infantum Cure 10c
Dr. Martin's Whooping Cough Cure *oc

l Dr. Martin’* Gonorrhoea Cure 100
Dr. Martin’s Sore Throat Cure 10c
Dr. Martin's Hoarseness Cure 10c
Dr. Martin’s General Debility Cure 10c

jDr. Martin's Invigorator 10c
, Dr. Martin’s Erysipelas Cure.- 10c
Dr. Martin's Asthma Cure 10c
Dr. Mania s Asthma Inhaler 10c
For Sale by SHAW DRUG CO .

July 1 y Westminster, Md.

rjpHE CARROLL FLOURING

MILL,

Westminster, Md.

Buv WHEAT at all limes at the HIGH-
EST M A RK K F PRlCES,especially for Loiig-
berry, and willat all limes Iw glad to

EXCHANGE FLOUR FOR WHEAT

with our customers.

Mill Feed, Flour, Screenings, &c.,

constantly on hand, and at the lowest prices.
ftaTWe invite the farmers of Carroll ami I

adjoining counties to give us a call. We
guarantee kind and fair treatment.

Yours Respectfully,

ROBERTS, ROOl* i CO..
july4 tf Proprietors.

NO. 1.

Westminster Deposit and Trust Company, )

Westminster, Md., December 7, 1899. t

The President and Directors of the Com-
pany have this day declared a semi annual
Dividend of

THREE PER CENT,

upon the Capital Stock of the Company, clear
of all taxes, payable December 30th, 1899.
Stock Books close December 15th, 1899, re-
open January 2d, 1900.

GEO. M. PARKE,
dec9-8t Treasurer.

£IHBAP JOHN.

Maf~ REMOVAL SALE.

I will move to my new store mom.g£
adjoining the one I now occupy, and PHI
will close out about 500 pair of
MEN’S, WOMEN’S AND CHILDREN’S

FINE SHOES
At and Below Cost, commencing today, Sep-
tember 23. Remember I have no old stock,
ail late styles. I cull special attention
to the Men, Women and Children’s Heavy
Shoes, the best for the money in the city.
Try my $3 hand-made Kip Boots. My $2.00
Boots cannot be equaled. Give me a call and
be convinced. Shoes made to order and re-
pairs done at short notice at low rates.

Thanking you for past custom I hope for a
continuance.

JOHN T. ZAHN,
blast of Court Street,

sept 23 8m Westminster. Md.

AT COST.
Pictures and Frames at cost. We

have only a short time to dispose of
our stock of

PICTURES,
FRAMES,
EASELS

and
HOLIDAY GOODS.

Bring your pictures and have them
framed while you can Lave them
finished cheaper than ever.

We must vacate the store we now
occupy by January Ist, 1900, and the

stock must be sold
REGARDLESS OP THEIR

COST.
Come and look over the good* and

note reduction in prices.
Yours,

MATTHEWS & MYERS,
novlS Westminster, Md.

SWEEP!

I Balance of our entire stock at prices you can-
not afford to overlook.

Great bargains inUnderwear, at prices that
will compel you to buy. Less than naif price.
Also a lot of Sue Wool Ovetshirts, tbrmer

’ price $2.00 to $2.50, now SI.OO. Also a large
fine of Gloves at all prices, reduced to less
than half price. In Neckwear we can open
your eye* in prices. Fifty cent goods from
10c up—good goods and good styles. They
must be sold. The balance of our stock of
Hats at less than half price—some first-class
styles. Our greatest offer is in our

Suit, Overcoat and

Pants Department.

We have some splendid things to shew you;
and will sell them at half price, and, if desir-
ed, will make up to order in first-class style,
fit guaranteed or no sale. A dollar saved is
a dollar made. Call ami examine our stock
and we are confident we can save you money
and please you, at the old stand. No. 3-1 Vest
Main street, Westminster, Md.

ian29-tf A. M. ANDERS.

Ohio t^bntucky
HORSES and XV MULES.

I will receive a carload
(09Uof fine OHIO HORSES, !
Tyqvw Wnrkrm and Drivers, on

MONDAY, NOVEMBER 27th. Also a
carload of KENTUCKY MULES from 3 to

6 years old, green and well broke. Cal! and
see roy stock as 1 won’t be undersold.

H. A. SMITH,
| nov2s Hanover, Pa.

JfOR SALE OR RENT.

A farm containing 165 acres, on the Bahi-
; more and Reislerstown Turnpike, about 5

miles from Westminster. The land is in a
high state of cultivation and the buildings

1 first class. Address
WM. MILLER,

I oot2B tf Sandyville, Md.

She A&tooeate.
fo*tm

THE THREE KINGS.

BY H. \V.LONGFKLIX>W.

Three Kings came riding from far away,

I Melchior and (Satpar and Baltasar;
' Three Wise Men out of the East were they,

1 And they travelled by night and slept by day.

For their guide was a beautiful, wonderful star.

The star was so beautiful, large and clear.
That all the other stars in the sky

Became a white mist in the atmosphere,
And by this they knew that the coming was near

Of the Prince foretold in the prophecy.

Three caskets they bore on their saddle bows.
Three caskets of gold withgolden ke>s;

Their robes were ofcrimson silk, with rows
i ofhell*and pomegranates and furladows,

i Their turbans likeblossoming almond trees.

And so the three Kings rode into the West,

j Through the dusk of the night, over hill am! del*.
' And sometimes they nodded with bean! on breast.
¦ Ami sometimes talked. a they unused to re t.

With the people they met at some wayside well.

"Of the child that is bom,” said BalUisar.

| “Good people, I pray you. tell us the news:
jFor we In the East have secu his star.

And have ridden fast and have ridden far

To findand worship the King of the Jews."

j Am! the people answered "You ask in vatu;

We snow of no King asve Herod the Great.*’
And they thought the Wise Men were men insane.

; As they spurred their horses across the plain.

I Likeriders in haste, who cannot wait.

' Ami when they came to Jerusalem

Herod the Groat, who had heard this thing.

! Bent for the Wise Men and questioned them.

And said . "Go down into Bethlehem
• Am! bring me tidings of this new King

"

I So they rode away, and the star stood still.
The only one in the gray of the morn:

Yes, itstopped, it stood still of its own free will.

Right over Bethlehem on the hill.
The city of David. w here Christ was born.

And the three Kings rode through the gale and the

guard.

Through the silent street, tilltheir horses turned

Ami ueigned as lh*jr entered the great Inn yard:

I But the windows were closed ami the doors were
j burred.

And the only light in the stable burned.

Amicradled there in the scanted bay.

Inthe air made sweet by the breath ofkiue.
The littleChild In ths manger lay,

The Child that would he King some day
Of a kingdom not human, but divine

I
His mother. Mary ofNaaareth.

*st watching beahto the place of real.

Watching the even flow ofhis breath.

For the j- y and the terror ofdeath

Were mingled together in her breast.

The; bud (heir ode?tugs at his feet.

The g* ld was their tribal# to a King
The frankincense, with its odor sweet.

Was for the Priest, the Paraclete.

The myrrh for the body's burying

And the mother wondered and bowed her heal.
And sat as stillas a statue of stone.

Her heart was troubled, yet comforted.

Rrnsmhrrsaf what the Angel had said

Of an eodlasa reign am! ofDavid's throne.

Then the three Kings rode out of the city's gale.

With • riaitcr of booh, in pr>d array.

Hut they want not back to tiered the Oral.
For they knew his made# ami feared bis hale,

tad returned to their booms by another way

Seasonable

CHRISTMAS COALS OF FIRE.

wiLLISMHILT IX ntiUOUITBU LKDOSB. I

It is only human kind that can express
to perfection the various emotion* and
conditions of the mind, although animal*
generally appear to have some methini of
indicating pleasure pain and hatred A
bird Mngs when it happy, a cat purs, a

Jog wags it* tail ami a horse neighs A
cal growl* when she is angry or displeased,
a bark*, a horse stamps and kicks,

while a bird has its own ways of showing
displeasure, but only man can differentiate
the liner and coarser phrases of emotions.
A sordid, sour temperament is, prrhajw
the nnet repellent that can be imagined,
and yet such was the temperament put
waned by old .Kxuah Harmon. He was.

m fact, comparatively young, but hi. J
neighbors and others always alludes) to '
him as ¦ <4d Mr Hannon He did not

subsist on pieklce. as might be thought, )
but he was a peculiar, not to say eccentric,

man in many respects He was wealthy,
had a fine house and dressed well, a* did i
hia wife and their three children. As for |
giriug ho children and spending’money- j

; that was out of the question. **lworked j
hard to amass money, let others do the
out, ' was bis dictum For that reason j

[ he would never hwlp the poor except when j
circa instances compelled him, and then .

! grudgingly. He seldom attended church, j
¦ because he thus avoided the contribution

box To sum up his character in a few
words, he was miserly and grinding. He
put off having fires built in bis heaters
until the weather was freeling. The hu
man system. he argued, was already heated
up to ninety-eight degrees and a fraction,

and it was merely a waste of material to

burn fuel. On the same line be held that
i u was useless to run up big gas bills when
persons could pito bed early- As are

! suit, there was comparatively little pleas-
ure or comfort in the Hannon household.
Perhaps, it is claimed, such a character is

I overdrawn Far from it—there are just
*uch [s-isous today, and probably ever will
la?, unless the millennium comes along
ahead of schedule time. Such tyjies may
be rare, but they exist, and it is not neces-

sary to go very far to find an example.
Sir. Harmon was of that sour, grasping

temperament which has been mentioned,

I and yet when alone he smiled complacent-
i ly as he thought how he had made ten :

dollars to his neighbor's one. When he j
came home from business in the evening, j
and sat down with hi* wife and children to j
dinner, he had very little to say, and the i
moments seemed more agreeable when he j
was away. He dressed his children well, !
because he wanted them to present a good
appearance, but by exacting heavy dis-
counts bo made somebody else jay the
bills. Such was Mr. Harmon, and the

j less notoriety given to him jierhajis the
better, but then, to a certain extent, he is
the central figure in this narrative, and

I for that reason cannot well be left out. It
is jKwsible to transform such individuals,

though not always probable. There are

lots of incidents, so it is said, of persons
j in their old age developing a new set ol

! teeth, or getting their second sight, so that
they can read fine print without the aid of
glasses, but there is no record of any per-
son once having an arm amputated devel-
oping a new one in it* place. It is easy-
enough figuratively sjreaking, to put an old
head on young shoulders, but when it
comes to putting a young head on old
shoulders the operation is more difficult,
but such things occur. Anyhow, Mr.
Harmon was not beyond redemption. His
nature required some soothing influence to

oil his ossified heart, to bring it to that
mellowy condition when it would be cap-

j able of taking imjiressions. Up to this

1 time everything had failed, and it really

¦ . ¦ ¦ . - ****
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looked as though matters would become
worse instead of better. It seemed as if
there was no specific to reach his case, for

; the bacilli of avariciousuess and meanness

had so thoroughly penetrated his entire
mental system that an antidote could not

be found. At least so it had come to lie
considered. Rut in the great laboratory
of human nature experiments were soon to

be made to determine the truth or falsity
i of this assertion.

Besides being gifted with wealth, or at
least having acquired it, Mr. Harmon was

: the father of three bright young children—
I two girls and a boy. With all his faults

¦ they loved their father, and bravely en-
| dured discomforts that they might please
i him. All notions of a Santa Clans had

been early taken out of their heads, and
j they had been taught that the great Christ-
mas festival was only a season when the
majority of persons gi>rged themselves with
indigestible pies, cakes and confections,
and that decorated Christmas trees were a
relic of barbarism. With such a knowl-
edge on their part they looked forward to

the aproaching Vuletide with anything but

¦ a joyous prospect. The merry chimes of

I church hells were not very musical to their
i ears, for while they were the recipients of
i gilts from a few friends, they were able,

only in a small way to reciprocate. From
: her market money allowance, Mrs. Har-

mon had managed to save a snug sum. and
from it she supplied her children with

! what she could.
It happened one evening, several days

before Christmas that Mr. Harmon seemed
to be in unusually good humor. He spoke
pleasantly, and even gave a hearty laugh
over a joke that he saw in an evening pa-
per. Rather and Annie and Willie had
had their heads together in the afternoon,
discussing the holiday outlook, and deter-
mined that they would make another at-

tack on the citadel of their father's heart.
They had read somewhere that the con-

stant dropping of water would wear the
toughest granite, and they thought that
by keeping up their attacks they might
finally be able to break down every barrier
that separated them from the fullest and
strongest parental affection.

As the three children—S, 10 and 12
vears old, in this order. Willie. Annie and
Rsther—sat in the library and noticed how
good natured Mr. Harmon seemed to be,
they felt, at least Esther did for them,

that the opportune time had omc. So I
nestling her head on her father's arm atid 1

i looking up into bis face. Esther said :
‘‘Papa, Jo you know that the day after

tomorrow will he Christmas, and that An-
nie and Willie and I are going to ask you
to be Kris Kringle for ua?"

At once the smile on Mt. Harmon’s face j
was replaced by a frown, and, throwing 1

I down bis newspaper, he said firmly :
“Esther, it s time you got rid of such

notions Haven't I told you time and
time again that there is no such being as

Kris Kringle. It's all a lot of tomfoolery.
‘ md the sooner you dismiss it from your
: mind the l>etter.

Poor man. He had evidently forgotten

how when a lad he looked forward to the
glorious Christmas festival, and how his
•K"le nature leaped for joy when on the
eventful morning he discovered the toys
and the confections and other things

' which loving bands had provided. He
1 forgot how in gleeful spirit he hunted up

i the largest stocking he could find and hung
it by the old fireplace, where, in the morn-

i ing he found it filled with gifts of various
sorts. He seemed to forget with what de-
light he sniffed the turkey roatsing in the
tug Hutch oven, and how he danced as he

i beheld the great Chrism as tree full of
tinsel and ornaments, standing in the cor

net of the sitting room. What a change

1 occur* when avarice evicts love from the
heart. And so he rudely refused the
child's request. But she renewed the

j charge-
Papa. she said, “we know then' is

no real live Kris Kingle like the one in the
story books, but then it Is such fun to play j
Kris Kingle, and give presents to Willie

J and Annie and I.
The scoundrel, for he deserves no better |

| name, actually listened, and then he said. }
gruffly : “Well, go on.

And Esther did go on. She felt that 1
she had advanced a little, and so she said

Willie wants a sled, a box of mixtures,

a story book." and she enumerated sev

era! other things, “while Annie," she
I added, ‘wants a nice French doll, some j

candies, of course, and a—-
“Well, goon," said the brute. Per-

haps he ought not so be called, hut then
one almost hwes patience with such a hard
hearted rascal.

Keeping her courage up, Esther ven-

tured to mention several things which she
herself desired, hut as her poor, bruised
heart was all in a flutter, she forgot to

ask for articles that she desired most.

Willie and Annie sat trembling with awe
at the audacity of Esther and wondered ;
what would bo the outcome ?

And what was the outcome? It is really
hard to believe such a thing, but Mr,

Harmon was now evidently in an angry
mood. The short evening twilight which
he had brought into the house had been
eclipsed by total darkness, and, calling to

his wife, he said : “See here, Sarah,

somebody has been putting a lot of silly
nonsense about Christmas into the heads of
these youngsters, and I reckon they II be
belter off in bed. ’

“But," said Mm. Harmon, “children
are children, and

”

“There is uo ‘but’ about it," he said,

interrupting her, and, poor woman, she

felt that what he had said was equivalent
to a command, and so the children were

hurried off to bed, there to lie awake and
grieve that their lot had not been cast in
sunnier places.

Mrs. Hannon felt for her children, but.
knowing the character of him with whom
she hud to deal, she was almost powerless.
If, unknown to her husband, she did now

and then treat them to delicacies, it was

only to arouse his ire, for his keen scent

generally put him on the track of such
departures—frivolities he called them.

The next day—the day before Christ-
mas—Esther and Annie and Willie got
their heads together and held a solemn
conference. It was plain to see that the
morrow would not bring them much hap-
piness, and they were wondering what they
should do. It was really pitiable to see

those three sad faces as they peered
through the window. Mr. Harmon wag

an early riser, and was at his place of
business as soon as any of his employes,
and woe betide any lute comers. So he
had gone for the day, while Mrs. Harmon
was busy about her household cares.
Several times those little heads got togeth-
er, but without any result. There was no
way, they thought, of inducing him, who
was supposed to be affectionate, to do any/
thing to add a little brightness to their
Christmas celebration. It was a beadf-
ful winter’s day outside, but within thjc

home it was dark and gloomy. Three
little souls pined for that to which, by the
laws of parental affection, they were en-
titled, but which a cruel tyrant withheld.
As they sat at the window looking with
wistful eyes at the happy children passing
by, they indeed felt forlorn, and for a long
time not a word escaped them. Willie,
who was almost too young to realize fully
the bad condition of affairs, amused him-
self by pressing the tip of his nose against
the cold window glass, so that, from the
outside, it looked as though the end of
his nose had become flattened.

Presently Esther’s pretty oval face
beamed with a smile, as though a happy
thought had just lodged in her brain, and,

calling Annie and Willie, she confided to
them a great secret, which wreathed their
faces into smiles, tihe said : “Let'splay
Kris Kringle ourselves; it will be awful
jolly, and we can have lots of fun.”

“Hut how ?’’ chimed in Annie. ‘'There
are no other children in our house, and
we haven’t got any candies or toys, any-
way.”

“That don't matter,” said Esther.
“Mama will give us a little money, and
we can buy some candies and oranges and
things.” And then she let her sister and
brother into the secret. ‘‘Now cross your
breath, that you won’t tell anybody,” she
said, and they solemnly crossed their
breath.

Mrs. Harmon was only too glad to fur-
nish Esther and Annie with a little change,
and permitted them to go out and make a
few purchases, while Willie reuiained in-
doors. They purchased oranges and candy
tO3 -s and few ether trifles, as their means
would not permit them to buy very exten-
sively. and they were soon home again, and
quietly hid the articles in a closet, there to
await the proper time- to be brought forth.

That evening Mr. Hannan brought a
headache home with him. He couldn't
help noticing that his children appeared to
l>e in excellent humor, and he couldn’t un-
derstand what was meant when he over-
heard Esther quietly saying to Willie:
“Now mind, cross your breath,” and the
little chap crossed his breath again. It
was fortunate that Mr. Harmon had a
headache, for it sent him too bed early,
even before the children. What a lucky
stroke it was that he had eaten to much
lobster salad. It seemed to be part of the
plan. He had not been gone long before
the children started to work, and that ne-
cessitated letting Mrs. Harmon into the
secret. She, too, was called upon to cross
her breath, which was done in the childish
way of placing the index finger of the right
hand across the closed mouth, thus signi-
fying. "I will never tell,”and Willie even
made her add. “Deed and double.”

Mrs. Harmon's assistance was necessary
because the children wanted her to get one
of Mr. Harmon's long stockings, such as

he wore in the winter season. They filled
the stocking with oranges and candy toys
and apples. It was a great self sacrifice.
Then they hung it where their papa would
see it in the morning, and, on ft they
pinned a card which said : “A merry
Christmas to papa—from Esther and Willie
and Annie. Next, alongside of the stock-
ing were hung three empty stockings with
the names of the children, and having fin-
ished their task they went to bed.

A good night’s rest entirely relieved Mr.
Hannon’s headache, and he frit quite
chirpy as he arose early that Christmas
morning. It was a lovely morning, nd
the neighboring church hells were already.a
pealing a glad anthem. Hroping his vajHß
through the dark sitting room, he
the windows to let in the daylight, ana
turning about bis eyes rested on the stock-
ings hanging by the rid fireplace. For a

moment he could not comprehend what
was meant, bat curiosity getting the better
of him. he went up to the stockings and
saw that one was full of good things while
three were empty. Then it dawned upon
him that it was Christmas morning, and
seeing that the full stocking was for himself
he stood riveted to the .spot as though held
there by invisible chains. Then the truth
flashed upon his mind, and in memory he
was carried back to chilhood days. He
saw the inscription—he felt the other
stockings, they were empty. He trembl-
ed, and for the first time in long, long
years a tear trickled down bis cheek. It
was the first drop to wear away the tough,
granite heart, ami it wasn’t many seconds
before be saw. as in a glass, what a hid-
eous monster his three children had for a

father. His whole nature began to relax,
and without wailing for any breakfast he
seized his hat, put on his overcoat and
went out.

The first toy and confectionery stores to
open that morning had a lavish customer,
and the things were ordered to he sent to

his address as quickly as possible. Talk
about a French doll and mixtures and a

sled and dear knows what. There was a

scurrying time toward the Hannon house
that morning, and among the things to
arrive was a plump turkey, while the last,
but not the least, was old Harmon. Not
the same old Harmon that entered there
the night before, but a brand new Harmon
with a heart as impressionable as wax and
a nature as gentle as the oft quoted dew
of Heaven. Mr. Harmon was completely
broken up Ho cried like a child. Mrs.
Hannon cried. The children cried—but
they were all tears of joy. It was the
happiest house within a radius of a million
miles, and that might take in some of the
smaller stars. It was the grandest Christ-
mas ever heard tell of, and Mr. Harmon
remembered reading somewhere, ‘‘Alittle
child shall lead them,” and there came to

mind a story about ‘‘heaping coals of fire.
He insisted on the children telling him over

and over again how they had managed to

capture such a wild animal, and Willie
would only consent after the happiest man

in the world had ' ‘crossed his breath. ’’

To not a few the Plain of Ease is but a

short and narrow valley, and the hills of
Difficulty abound to such an extent that it
is a rare experience to ascend the Delec-
table Mountains. Thrice blessed are those
mountaineers, who, knowing well the
rugged paths, lovingly guide their less for-
tunate fellow pilgrims to the summit,
whence the gate of sweeter hopes may be
discerned and where a single Christmas
vision from the hill “Clear” may brighten
an entire year of slow and painful journey-
ing.

To the children Christmas Eve
proof of the actuality of the marvels of the
famous Arabian Nights. Alas! it is but
oue night’s magic experience, but they
would willinglyrival duration with
those of the redoubtable Thousand and
One.

We should have recommended Christ-
inas, which will draw sunbeams out of any-
thing. ’ ‘ ’

Even an “Anythingarjau ' is likely to

become a convert to the sweet persuasive-
ness of an orthodox Christta^Si,';


