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Synopsis.

: CHAPTER 1—Truxton King arrives
sn Edelweiss, capital of Graustark,
and meets the beautiful niece of

Spantz, a gunmaker. II—King does |

o favor for Prince Robin, the young|
ruler of the country,
is John Tullis,
Baron
in

whose guardian!
an American. III— |
Dangloss, minister of police.i
ews King and warns himagainst |
the gunmaker’s ~niece. IV—|

co tee of ten conspirators againsst
the prince, meets in an underground
chamber, where the Girl Olga is dis-
cle as one who is to kill Prince
Robin with & bomb. VI—John Tullis
1ls on the beautiful Countess Ingom-
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Graustark

By
GEORGE BARR
M’CUTCHEON

PP
|
W
OWS On tne wall. 'I'WO men crept 1uto
the room a moment later. One of them
carried a lantern; the other turned

King’s body over with his foot. Trux-
ton saw that the three ruffians were

“we've got to be movin“.’"

Still gagged and somewhat dizzy,
King was hurried off into the narrow
mountain path, closely surrounded by
the five men.

The silent, cautious march down the
valley. through the gap and along the
ridge carried them far into the night.

This much he knew—they were in
the hills directly above the northern
gates. The vague, black shadow of a
lightless house loomed up before them.
In a twinkling he was hustled across
the read and into a door, then down
a flight of stairs, through pitchy dark-
ness. guided by two of the men, a
whispered word of advice now and
then from the Yankee saving him from
perilous stumbles. He was jerked up
sharply with a command to stand still.
A light flashed suddenly in his face,
blinding him for a moment.

Soon he saw that they were in &
broad, bare cellar; three men in heavy
black beards were in earnest conversa-
tion with several of his captors; all
were gesticulating fiercely.

His Newport companion enlightened
him between puffs of the pipe he was
struggling with. “Here’s where we
say goodby, young fellow. We turn
you over to these gents, whoever they

%:n‘f invades the royal park, meets the | are. You go into the village gay with
prince and is presented to the lad’s these ‘swabs’ by the sewer line, I
ating Aunt Loraine. V—The guess.” Truxton pricked up his ears.

“The old man has had a hole chopped
in the sewer here, they tell me, and it’s
a snap to get into the city. - Not very
clean or neat, but it gets you there.
Well, so long! They're ready, I see.
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ing to the floor he played di-
rectly into the hands of very material
agencies under her control. The next
{nstant something struck him in the
face. Then with a fierce jerk this same
object tightened about his neck.

\ noose had been dropped over his| Daylight streamed into this conven-| Up into this the men climbed. The n;lan f.‘l,tl;lut(s:hi Wooden and Willow Ware
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startled, bulging eyes swept the ceil-
ing. Above him a square opening had
appeared in the ceiling. Two ugly,
bearded faces were leaning over the
edze, and strong hands were grasping
a thick rope. He was strangling.
Frantically he grasped the rope, lifting
himself from the floor in the effort
to loosen the noose with his free hand.
A boarse laugh broke upon his dinning
ears, the leering faces drew nearer,
and then as everything went black a
heavy vet merciful blow fell upon his
head.

..\'ut many minutes passed before con- Spantz. a high, querulous voice. For |l saddles and 28 and 30 WEST MAIN ST.,
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pressibility he began to swear softly,

but articulately. A gruff voice, star- King. Give him water Base Ball Special y

; p 2 the rope from his feet. He may walk | row, Herr King. . als
tivgly near at hand, interrupted him. | g0 III)OW g y P catinol il with & oy Sporting Goods, 2 Open at Night. We are prepared to show the farmers the largest and best assortment of
“Spit it oat, young fellow! Swear | mpae men sprang to do his bidding. | throat.” = :

a man, not like a blamed canary

idden speaker was unnquestion-
rican.
ere am, 1?” demanded the cap-

they were crowding through a low,
narrow passage, finally depositing him
with scant courtesy upon the rocky
floor of what proved to be a rather
commodious cave.

looked out upon the world. Near the
opening stood the tall, gaunt figure of
a man, thin shouldered and stooped.
His back was to the captive, but King
observed that the three men, with two
companions, who sat at the back of
the cave, never removed their gaze
from the striking figure outlined
against the sky. .

The watcher turned slowly to take in
the altered conditions behind him.
King saw that he was old, gray haired
and cadaverous. This, then, was the
“old man,” and he was not William

anything from him. Gag him and cut

King felt in that instant that he was
looking for the first time upon the fea-
tures of the Iron Count, Marlanx the
dishonored. He ‘lay there helpless,
speechless for many minutes, glancing

began to scurry along the sides of the |
circle or to swim frantically on in front
of the disturbers.

At last the strange journey ended.
They came to a niche in the slimy wall.

King’'s surprise a section of the wall
suddenly opened before them. He was
seized from above by strong hands and
literally jerked through the hole, up
narrow steps and then into a long, dim-
ly lighted room, in the center of which
stood a long table.

He was passed on into a small room
adjoining. Some one, speaking in Eng-
lish, told him to sit down. The gag
was removed from his stiff, inflamed
mouth.

“Fetch him some water,” said a
voice that he was sure he recognized—

“You will not know so much tomor-

King was pushed out into the larger
room, where he was confronted by a
crowd of bewhiskered men and snaky
eyed women with most intellectual
nose glasses. It required but a glance
to convince him that the whiskers

They don’t monkey long when they’ve
got a thing to do.”
In another moment his guardianship
was transferred; he was being hurried
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L : ,, | at this cruel tyrant. It was enough b ¢ )
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1 un American?” be condemned. with questions concerning usiness | & NEW STUDIO ! 3 Surreys b
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rage I've ever”— “yy, tomorrow, my friend! Starving is not |% aving opened my new Studio, I am now ready to deliver & 4
'We hs t before. rha u ’ P Dot
“Better save your breath, young fel- remegb:rvem?eiinge my e;e in pls)::,e pleasant.” b4 work within a few days after sitting is made. Cream Separators Seed Plows Hay Tedders 4
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sav:.: what you can of it.” remember, I see. Ha ha! You were “No. You will have the pleasure of .' EVERYTHING PROTOGRAPHIC.
“You mean I am to stop breathidg | cery siow not to have caught such an | Starving yourself,” said a thin eyed | & Entrance in the new Post-Office Building. R
dltogether?” asked the prisoner. old man. I dare say you are wonder- | fellow whom he afterward knew as ;
“Something like that.” ing wt Peter Brutus. 3
e s g what I intend to do with you, now E3 R ¥
ks that I have you. Well, I am not the| He was thrown back into the little | 4 SE ECK s. WlLSON, Pﬂngﬁ,BApl:g[SEAsBEST
“You'll find cut when the boss gets | man to mince words. Mr. King, you | room. To his surprise and gratifica- | % $ * >
good and ready. You wanted to get are quite young, but the good die tion the bonds on his wrists were re-
A poke at the old man’s eye, did you? | youne. I am very old, you observe. I |moved.

By thunder, that’s like an American—

lever satisfied to let things alone. See | pijoht or tomorrow or any d for 1 |Struck it. There was no article of et S

e « = 3 n y day, for

Wit it got you into? do ‘not know. I am going to send you | furniture. The floor was bare, the Ml l CH ELL [ ]
The old man's eye? What' old |t a court. Not an ordinary court, Mr. | Walls green with age. A chimney hole LOOK - -

man "
“That’'s for you to find out, if you
‘1. You've made a poor start at it.”,

will not say that you are to die to-

Kingz, but one of extreme perspicacity.
I fancy you will die before long. We
can spare you.

I do not approve of | this dreary place.

He found a match in his box and

in the ceiling was perhaps the only
means by which fresh air could reach
Sleep was claiming
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