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Essays ea ‘•Wheat” and “Old Glory.”

Following are two essays on
“Wheat" and "Old Glory,” that won

the honors at St, John's Commence-

ment on June 15, The essay on

“Wheat” was written by Rose D.
Walsh, daughter ot Michael E. Walsh,

and la as follows:
WHRtT.

The little birds were chirping their
merry approval of the sun, which was

lust peeping over the distant hills,

and the grass covered with dew was
shimmering like diamonds. It was

as ideal spring morning, and the car
being ready we started on what prov-

edt” be a never-to-be-forgotten tour
through the Red River Valley of the

North. The scenery was wonderful,
on every side as far as the eye could
reach fields of wheat lay, appearing

like a carefully kept lawn. It was
only when 1 saw this, that 1 really

understand the beautiful little verse
Here, where sweep the prairies lone,

Broad and beautiful In God's eyes.

Here In this young land, all ou.' own.
The garner-house of the old world

lies.
Wheat has been cultivated from the

very earliest times—so early, In fact,
that the exact date cannot be found
out. But the origin of wheat Is said

to be older than civilization, and to;
antedate all known languages.

The Chinese, whose records say that j
It was cultivated In China two thoua-1
and seven hundred years before
Christ, thought It a gift direct from
Heaven, and one of the most striking

ceremonies of the Chinese Court is

the plowing Ilf a field by the Emperor

himself. It was the favorite grain of
the old Egyptians: and It Is related,
that, had the wheat crop been at any

time entirely destroyed the grain
would have tieen restored to us from

seeds preserved for more than three

thousand years In the folds of an
Egyptian mummy.

Wheat Is sometimes called the
• Grain of Civilization," because, his-
torians tell us, the cultivation of

grain Is the most Important occupation

there la In making a savage nation
Into a civilized one- If people grow
wheat they rauat have settled homes;
and sot from wandering tribes, they
become a civilized nation, for a fixed
home leads to the development of

government and society.
One of the moot favorable condi-

tions tor the successful culture of
this grain Is fine, deep soil that U
rich In plant food This Is found In

abundance In the Red River Valley,
whose soil is the deposit of alluvial
matter formed In the bed of an an-

cient take during thousands and
thousands of years This valley Is
about three hundred miles long and

from thlrty-Bve to forty miles wide,

and It Is almost one unbroken grain

field: In fact. It U so productive that
It Is known as the ‘‘Bread-basket of
the World" both abroad and at home, i
Here you find the famous "bonanza" j
farms, as these great western wheal,
ranches are called, many of them con-
tain over 25,000 acres. This region

consists of North Dakota. Minnesota;
and Manitoba. The Central Htates,

fourteen In number, also produce a.
great quantity of wheat. Kansas the'
greatest wheat slate, alone produced]
5i,000,000 bushel* In 1906 and im teas-

ed It to 103,938.000 bushels In 1915 !
Further west along the Pacific I

(‘oast we find the famous Dig Rendj
Country," conalstlng of 1.000 square

miles of very rich soil said to be like j
that of Sicily. Indeed so extensive
are our wheat region* II seems asj
though our production could feed the!

whole world, but in reality a very j
small per cent of our yearly crop I*
exported—usually less than twenty
per cent. But owing to the Increased
demand for grain during the first
year of the war. our exports of wheat,

represented about 31 per cept of the
crop of 1914. Farmers received an
average of 19c a bushel for the 1913
crop and 11.01 for the 19)4—an In-
crease of 22c a bushel or an aggre-
gate gain of approximately $196,000,-

000.
Though the soil of the Middle At-

lantic Stales cannot tie compared
with the fertile soil of the West, the
amount of wheat produced in these
slates may not be passed unheeded,
1-or Maryland which ranks second de-
voted 612,000 acres to wheat In 1914
and received 13,158,000 bushels in re-
turn; to 1915 she planted 638,000

acres and received 10,186,000 bushels
which U a little less than the pre-
vious year. For this excellent show-
ing thanks may be extended to Car-
roll County which Is faithfully year
after year throwing this golden grain
into I‘ncle Sam’s granary.

The two kinds of wheat used lu the
Cnited States are winter and spring
wheat- Owing to the temperate cli-
mate the former is used in the Middle
Atlantic Stales. It is sown In the fall
and harvested the next summer. The
latter Is used In the West and Central
States, where the climate Is cold and

the rainfall frequent. The cultiva-
tion of wheat Is quite unlike most
crops; in this, that once sown It re-
quire* no attention until harvest time.
Without the aid of the farmer It bat-
ties with Us numerous enemies—cold,
heat, humidity and Insects—until It
at length ripens into beautiful golden
grain, and happily Invites the reaper
and binder to liegln their merry whir-
ring song, cutting this endless stretch
of grain, separating the kernels from
the golden straw, and binding It Into
sheaves, I a*sH than one hundred
years ago the farmers of the United

States could not raise enough wheat
for their own use despite the fact that
more people lived on farms then, than
now; but at that time they had to
cut the grain with a sickle and sepa-
rate the kernele from the stalk with
a flail. All this accounts for the
small quantity raised, but through
the great minds of Robert McCormick
and his son, the history of the North
West was entirely changed. A bar-
vesting machine was bis first Inven-
tion, and as this did the work of six
men, the farmers planted more wheat
In 1810 the automatic self binder
which cut and bound the wheat was
Invented. With the steady Improve-
ments in machinery our wheat belt
grew from 15.000,000 acres In 1860 to
60,000,000 In 1900 and to 59,898,000 In
1916.

The harvest fields of the West Is a
* picture long to be remembered by

those who have visited this wonder-
ful wheat region, so full of color and
action. During this period there is
not one idle moment, for the fortune
of the farmer of the West Is Indeed
In the race with the sun, wind and
rain, which may be either lost or
won In a few hours.

From the harvest Helds the wheat
is either deposited In grain elevators
or sent directly to the mills where 11
is first weighed, then placed In sepa-
rators In order to discard any weeds
which may have become mixed. It Is
next run through heaters to obtain ¦
uniform temperature, and then put
into bln* of equal temperature, ready
fo be ground into floor.

¦¦Kw a h*j.A |(m4 waa formally used to

1 four thousand years this was the only

mill. The first grinding mill was the
saddle stone, once used all over the
world, and sllU even In use In ppme
places. The mortar was the next
mill to appear, and It was during this
period that the Greeks are said to

have made the first "milling revolu-
tion” in history, when they put man
“pounders” in the place of women at

the mortar*. For In olden times
milling was a part of the household
work, and women or servants dM l>>
grinding. After the mortar cam* *h (
quern, a revolving mill, and fa*e.
came the slave mill* followed by ui“j
use of tread mills Greeks were the
first to use water as power for
grinding; the Romans were the next
and gradually it became common.
Pew of these are now In use, as
electricity has taken their places.
Milling is now as exact and perfect
a science as can be found, and to
convince one’s self of this one should
visit the great flour mills of Minne-
apolis the "World’s largest Wheat
Market,” and the greatest flour pro-
ducing city In the world.

Now the marvelous cultivation of
this grain, and all the Inventions,
necessary to make it a success we
have seemingly attributed to the skill
of man, but let a moment's failure ot
God's power, of His watchfulness, or
of His will to do good, occur, and

jil.ath and annihilation would sweep
! through the universe.. The very
steadfastness of the Almighty's 11b-

-1 erallty, flowing like a mighty ocean
through the vaatneas of the universe,

makes HU creatures forget to wonder
at Its wonderftilnes*. • to feel true
thanksgiving for Its Immeasurable
goodti3ts. Therefore, let m n.*t tail
to ofii-r praise and thanks to God —

the God of harvests,—who has blessed
the earth and all her children with
seed-time and harvest, with Joy and
abundance

OLD GI.OKV.
Old Glory' say who,

By the ships and the crew.
And the long-hlended ranks of the

gray and the blue,
Who gave you. Old Glory, the name

which you bear,
With such pride everywhere,

A you cast yourself free to the
rapturous air,

And leap ottt full-length as we're
wanting you to?

You frequently bear the flag spoken
of a* "Old Glory." The name la a
very appropriate one. You nay see
the origins! “Old Glory." If yott,vUlt
the Essex Institution at Salem, Mass-
achusetts The title, "Old Glory."
was given to our fisc by Captain
Driver In 1831.

The history of the I'nlted State*
Flag Is vsry Interesting. Almost ev-
ery one of the thirteen colonies bad
It own iiecullar flag and the American

I Army when first formed also had lu
various flag*

After s time the leading men of the

inolonles decided that It would be a
great convenience to have a national
flag. So a committee, with Dr. Ben-
iamin Franklin at Ita head was ap-

iuilnted to go to Cambridge, Mas*.

I for the purpose of consulting General
George Washington, who was In com-
mand of the American army, about
the mailer.

General Washington and the com-
; milte- decided ti|ton a design that'
(thev thought would exactly exprea#
the feelings of the colonist*. The

;colonists were sttll struggling with
; Great Britain for their lights, but
they hail noi declared themselves

Iseparated from their mother country

i Yet they were united In their pnrpoa

lee and wished to have a new national
emblem They adopted the British

! union ensign of two crosses, thus In
idlcating their alleglam e to lb* motii-

r country, despite her oppressive
acta, ami added thirteen alternate
stripes of red and whit* to represent
the original thirteen slates. The
new "Union nag," as It was called,
was first unfurled at the camp In
Cambridge January 2, Ills.

On June 14, 111", the symbol of the
British union was changed to a field
of blue containing thirteen stars
This flag was probably first unfurled.

i August 3. 1111. at Fort Blanwlx (Now

jRome), New York. The first hailb*
iln which it was used was probably

the bailie of Brandywine, Heptember

| 11. 1111
,1 In 1195 two stars and two stripes
: were added for Kentucky and Ver-
moul. Iml It was seen that the addi-
tion of a stripe for each stale would I

. make a very 111-proportioned banner, |
t therefore in 1818, the number of

*lrl|>eu was reduced to thirteen, with
, the provision that a new star should

, be added for each new state admitted
' Inio the Union and that such addition

, should lake effect on July 4. next, aac-

I cceding such admission.
, According to the tradition preoarv-

l ed by Mrs, Boss’s descendants, Oen-
-1 oral Washington, and a committee

- appointed by Congress suggested, that
t their plans he laid befor- Mra, Eliza

. belh Boss, of I'hlladelphls, That
, night Waahington told Mrs. Hoaa of
. the decision to which Congress had

, come. She looked over the sketch
l Washington had brought, and started
i Immediately to make the flag which

r 1* now so dear to us.

Some people believe that the devices
t of both stars and stripes were bor-
t rowed from the coat of arm* of the

1 1 Washington family. But there la
11 nothing to show that such was the

1 case. Washington himself, said, “We
11 take the star from Heaven, the red

t from our mother country separating
i It by white stripes, thus showing that
i we have separated from her. and the
- white stripe* shall go down to ios-

l terlly representing liberty.’’ These
p word* seem to explain the design

i very clearly.

* The very colors of our flag have a

1 language. The red signifying Divine
“ Gove, Is the language of valor and the
' emblem of war- It Sashes daring and
* defiance and typifies the blood of our
• fore-fathers which was shed to win
r their right* and our*. The while,
8 symbol of truth and hope, 1 the em-
* blem of purity and peace. The blue

1 signifies loyalty, sincerity and Justice.
0 And altogether—bunting, colors, starsa and stripes blazing In the sky—make

the flag of our country to be cherlah-
* ed by all our hearts, to be upheld by

all our hands,
a Since the flag of the United States
“ was established on June 14, 1177, the
~ excellent suggestion has been made,

that June 14, In every year should
2 hereafter be kept as Flag Day and
“ that It should be commemorated byr displaying the American Flag from

every home in our land. Flag Day
1 was first observed. In 1893,

¦ “Get us, then,” as Henry Ward
1 Beecher so beautifully says, "twine

r* each thread of the glorious tissue of
• our country's flag about our heart-
¦ airings; and looking upon our home,
a and catching the spirit that breathes
't upon us from the ballle-ileids of our
y fathers, let us resolve, come weal

or woe, ire will, in life and In death,
o MW and forever stand by the atan
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I A Timely Warning I
¥7 LEVEN well-known automobiles have advanced in price within the I
Fa last ninety days. ¦

The Maxwell Company has not Increased their prims. ' We do
not know what their plans are, but we do know and you know that H
materials entering into the construction of good automobiles now cost H //

from 20 to 300 per cent more than they did six months ago.

¦ Nothing is to be gained by delay. Much may be lost

Not only may you lose several dollars in the purchase price, but
you are sacrificing the enjoyment, the relaxation, the health-giving prop- H
erties —everything, in fact, that makes motoring the favorite pastime of I -

We urge you to come in and investigate the Maxwell I
Or, we will refer you to any number of Maxwell owners and let

them tell you their own story in their own way.

They will tell you what they have told us. That the Maxwell is
good-looking'—that it is powerful that it is comfortable —that it is
economical ~ in short, that it is the best investment they ever made.

, They will tell you more and they will tell you gladly and freely.

That’s the way they feel toward us and the Maxwell Car. H
Whatever you do, don’t put this off. We have a few cars on hand

and can take orders for immediate or future delivery—at present prices.

If you can’t come in today, phone us for a Maxwell demonstration.

Touring Car $655 Roadster $635
F. O. B. DETROIT

11|) KLEE & HOFF,I|S) I
:| I WESTMINSTER, MARYLAND. HJJr I
¦

I
Home Furnishing's. I
.................................m........... jg.

Suggestions For Summer Time. ||
Kool, Komfortable porch and lawn furniture is *S\

displayed here, and we cordially invite you to come in g;
and see the Couch Hammocks, in different styles, con- x
structed with angle irons, heavy mattress ana springs, X
prices $5.00 and up.

'js% Hanging swings for the porch; made of the best
i Oak, chains for hanging, complete, $3.50 and up.

(|) 3 piece suits made of Oak, consisting of Rocker, ®

* 0 Settee and Chair, substantial and comfortable, price for <*)

i 0 the set, $8.50. 0
i 0 4 passenger Lawn Swings, $5.00 and up.

I 0 Porch Rockers, $1.26 and up. (g)
b 0 Lawn Settees that will seat 2or 4 persons, made 0
* 0 of Oak, slats on seat and back put on with wood screws, 0

1 0 Rosy and Komfortable for the lawn, price $1,26. 0

b 0 0

11 Atiee W. Wampler. |
1f Home Furnishing's $

®

' 0 - - Maryland. ||

AUTOMOBILES
FORJALEI j

Jackson Touring Car, 35 H. P., |
in good condition, S 2 50.00.
Maxwell Touring Car, 22* H. P., j
just been overhauled, 4 good tires ;
and 2 extra tires. $ 100.00. i

> These cars must be sold at once. 1
1 APP'y to JESSE M. NULL, 1

I Near Burkholder's Distillery, j
C. a P. Plmm HI-HI mmri*

Or. E. M. DeMAKEST
OSTEOPATH

}*lW. MAINT„ WBSVMINSTBS, MB j
! Bvinlmi fcjr Apeetotawet.

) CAP. 'Phan* It“H sap 17An

'I
OR. J. FRED. WAESCHE

ij *

DENTIST
I H

' Arcade Building, SYKESVILLE, MD. 1
I jI

1 1 1 Westminster Fruit Market | 11| j WHOLESALE AND RETAIL | 1
ill STORES FRUIT SUPPLY |i
ill 36 West Main Street | !

ill Phone 7SF A.GORERA, |,
I fab 20 ly We.tmla.ter, Md. | ,
M.aweawmtiwawtwti i

gvaiuwjur'
feii .... Mar..;w ...,I'- .

- —l——-

Parent ioNipl
The Engine and Cream Separator seasons are here, and j|

1 1 buying cheap ones are like buying poor cows, they are an u
| [ expense to keep. 1 carry a full line in stock at ray ware- 11
11 ; house in the rear of First National Bank, of

ii QUINCY ENGINES, smolini:os kerosene |!
I! DeLAVAL SEPARATORS, the WORLD’S |
'• STANDARD; New Ideal Spreaders,'New Holland Mills, j
j i Wood Saws, Osborne Parra Machinery. Direct agent for i
| j the American Independent Oil Company.

JOSEPH L. BAUST.
BUSY CORNER. MAIN & LIBERTY.

9 THE WHITEiS
;| PLEASURE CARS
X TRUCKS TIRE APPARATUS )

® PARTS
$j REPAIR WORK PROMPTLY DONE <

( Satisfaction or no charge. Car* Rebuilt and Overhauled. (

IV) Complete line of Accessories. Gasolinejand Oils.
_____

<
X Prices Reasonable. c.*Sty

i W. Augustus |
(f) SUCCESSOR TO ¦
| THE GARAGE COMPANY I
S [COURT STREET, ¦
(0 A trial_,will convince you that this is the placejto I

' 3' : i.• ',.v ;

6


