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Baltimore's Industrial Growth
On a Firm Basis

OR even an approximately complete survey of what Baltimore has accomplished since the fire along lines of material
progress would fill many more pages than are devoted to ihe subject in this Industrial Edition of The News. An attempt
has been made only to assemble some tacts that may be regarded as an index to the city’s industrial, commercial an‘d civic
development in recent years.

Baltimore of the years antedating the great fire of 1904 may be likened to a chrysalis in which were for long develop-
ing the elements that, with the fire, burst the shell of satisfied self-complacency that seems then to have characterized its people.

While conservative, Baltimore had for many years been s commercial and manufacturing city. Its banking and busi-
ness houses were old-established and prosperous. As a railroad center it was “'the throat of the South™; it did a large volume
of business in Southerm States. While its industries developed with a degree of conservatism, they grew uniformly. with diversity
of products, if not rapidly with the gradual enlargement of maturity. Then came the fire and rehabilitation. But it was a
newer and more progressive city.

Then, beginning with the spring of 1911, after the trying period of reconstruction, there was born a spirit of ambitious
achievement and the constructive era was ushered in. The new Baltimore of today is the present result and it would seem
that the city is just beginning to find its stride.

A statement prepared about a year ago showed that Baltimore had added to its material resources by the investment
of about $100,000,000 of new capital in industrial plants and development. More recently, during the past 12 months, it
has been conservatively estimated that this amount has been increased by not less than $50.000,000, so that in the past 24
months Industrial Baltimore has been growing at the rate of $6,000,000 per month.

N interesting phase of this phenomenon is that the city's industrial growth has not been scl~ly due to war conditions

or by the development of plants built only to fill large war contracts, but through the establishment of industries whose

business will continue long after the war and will create a staple and permanent growth in our industrial activities and

future development. A close study of those industries which hawe located within the industrial district of Baltimore
will clearly demonstrate the truth and force of this statement.

Another feature that has been clearly demonstrated is that each new important industry almost invariably brings an
allied industry, so our industrial growth may be compared to the increase in size of a rolling snowball.

The advantages offered by Baltimore's waterfront had long been recognized by our citizens, but new impetus was given
te this growth when new, outside interests represented by Mr. |J. E. Aldred and Mr. Charles M. Schwab'and others had these
advantages brought to their attention. When they grasped the opportunities that Baltimore offers the city began to grow
industrially, as it should have grown years befere. With their coming Baltimore financiers have grown in confidence. They
no longer look askance at big business projects. Their vision has broadened. The Baltimore former ‘captains of finance”
are now rapidly developing into "‘captains of industry.”

HERE are many reasons why Baltimore should be a great industrial center, the more important factor being our exten-
sive waterfront with a 35-foot channel direct to our harbor. Baltimore is one of the six cities of the world having a
channel into its harbor with a depth of 35 feet.
Our climate is such that it is rare that the river is trczen over to such a depth that movement of vessels cannot
be maintained, while ice in other ports is a factor of very considerable importance.
The economy of handling shipments in Baltimore is, likewise, a factor in that this city does not have any port charges.
The ability to purchase sites of sufficient area to permit of the establishment of a large plant within a close distance
of our channel, thus eliminating excessive costs of dredging and maintaining a private channel to a wharf, is likewise an im-
portant factor.

ALTIMORE'S location as the most inland harbor on the Atlantic coast creates the advantage of a freight differential
to the Middle West. Our location as a shipping center between Northern and Southern seaports on the Atlantic coast
gives shippers the advantage of sending their commodities through our coastwise shipping. which ~nables us to deliver
freight to Savannah and Jacksonvilie at lower cost than can be obtained from Atlanta and perhaps points north of it.
The upper harbor conditions in Baltimore are being improved and with the completion of the municipal freight line

extending through Key highway. Light, Pratt, President streets, etc., we will have four facilities for distribution of freight to
our waterfront that will permit the receipt and delivery of carload shipments on any of the railroad lines at the Baltimore
flat rate and by barge to any of the steamship lines for export or coastwise delivery. This wili bring about a demand for
dormant property for rhanufacturers who maintain plants in the West and it is not difficult to foresee absorption of this
sleeping waterfront by the erection of large distributing warehouses, which will materially increase the business of the port.

ALTIMORE'S Metropolitan District offers the unrivaled field for location of the great steel industries that in the near
future will be compelled to center at some point on Atlantic tidewater. The great iron mines of the Northwest are
approaching exhausction, and for the raw supplies of iron the country must depend on Cuba and South America. - Qur
immense harbor extending on both sides of the river from the city to the bay and the available sites for steel and ship-

building plants, together with our inland location, offer unrivaled facilities for vast development in this respect, and Baltimore
will get these plants if her people will properly go after them. :

Already one such great plant is in progress of organization, a $50,000,000 concern financed by a syndicate of bankers,
to be located on Marley's Neck, below Curtis Bay, and the Baltimore and Ohio Railroad Company is planning extension of its
lines to that district.

NLIKE many waterfront cities, the land adjacent to our rivers and bay is reasonably free from marshes—so much so
that in many locations industries can be located directly on the waterfront without the necessity of placing piling for
their structures, making for economy in the locations of the plants.
The free lighterage in vogue in Baltimore's harbor permits the delivery of carload shipments carrying a freight
rate of 7 cents per 100 pounds or more at Baltimore rate to any of our waterfront locations within a prescribed area from
any of the railroad terminals or steamship lines having terminals in our city.
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The only plant of its kind south of New York and one of the largest in the country.
of Baltimore's most important industries.

Established about four years ago, it has grown to He one
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‘Also Far-Famed For Its Great Fisherv And Can'_
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In The United States. 3
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$U28,982 000 valite of products, $3877.- 3500,000 - 4
T64.000, a1 increase of 197 per cent. According to the official ﬁgm?
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{1918 their wages amountead to $2,724,-imodern road in the United S|i
641. being 406 miies from Oakland, in

i Home Of The Shad. rett county. in the heart of the
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Mineral Deposits Varied. :

The mineral deposits and wor
in the State are varied. Mary
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valued at $12.134,000. Besides,
are 138 independent timber ope:
employing 2400, whose prod
vatued at 32,567,387 126 sawmille
485 empioyvees, whose produc
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