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Fire Year Total of *lfi,7MW Shown

to be Largely Preventable. Public

Cooperation Necessary.

The National Board of Fire Under-
writers through Its Actuarial Bureau

baa just completed a five year analy-
sis of the lire losses for Maryland.

Those figures, now for-the first time
made public, reveal in a startling
way the price which is paid by the

State for public ignorance and care-
lessness ip the matter of fire hazard.
They are drawn from an exhaustive
study of approximately 111,000 differ-

ent flre actually reported upon by

tbs insurance companies, and to the
figures presented it is estimated that
25 per cent, fhoulrt be added to cover
fires not reported to the Actuarial
Bureau.

The causes are classified Into three
groups, of which twelve are listed as
strictly preventable with a total of
$3,7*8,082 or 23.7 per cent of the whole;
nine are designated partly preventa-

ble and total $4,901,613 or 31 per
cent of the whole, and beyond these
are the unknown causes totalling
$7,148,501 of 45.3 per cent. These un-

known cguses may be considered us
probably largely preventable, since
if knoVvn, they would be distributed
among the other causes.

Examining, more closely, we find)
that while Exposure meaning the
spread of fires already started, takes i
the lead with a total loss of $1,686,-)
614, the largest oHglnal cause of lire
is that of Electricity with Its toll of
$1,006,028. Maryland apparently con-

tains an army of careless smokers
tor in respect to Metches-Bmuklug

this caused a loss of $874,503. Next af-
ter afratcbes-Smoklng, Sparks from
Machinery $814,809 was the most de-

strnctlve life cause, followed by De-
tective Chimneys and Fines $736,392.

The complete table for five years to-
tals and yearly averages by causes Is
as follows;

Strictly Preventable Causes:

Defective chimneys and flues $ 736,392 |
Fireworks, firecrackers, etc. 24,350
<is, natural and artificial.. 59,126
Hot ashes and coal, open fires 151,606
Ignition of hot grease, oil,

tar, wax, asphalt, etc 37,777
Matches-smoklng 874,503
Open lights 601,712
Petroleum and Its products.. 366,049
Rubbish and lllthr 60.225
Sparks on roofs 159.497
Steam and hot water pipes.. 1.206
Stoves, furnaces, hollers and

their pipes 670,609

Total $3,743,082

(Note: In each of the above cases,
preliminary Inspection would have
shown the element of danger, which
then might have been easily remedied

Partly Preventable Causes
Electricity $1,006,02x1
Explosions 65.413;
Exposure (Including confla-

grations) 1,686,614
Sparks from machinery 814.809
Incendiarism 102,259 ;
Lightning i- .. 403.218 |

, .Miscellaneous known causes 133.330)
Sparks from combustion.... 149,64"
Spontaneous combustion.... 542,365 i

Total $4,904,613

(Note: It Is estimated that at ’east
half of the loss occasioned by electric-
ity,* sparks from fires, and spontan-
eous combustion was preventable, uipl
that all the"other causes hud some dc-

gree of preventabillty.)

Unknown Conn®* (probably
largely preventable) $7,148,504

Maryland's losses from fire and the 1
astonishing totals quoted above
should, ns ststod. he increased about;
25 per cent to cover losses not report-

ed to the National Board of Fire Un-j
derwrlters. Thus it will tie seen Dial
this state during the years 1915 to i
1919, inclusive, paid $15,796,199. or a
yearly average of $3,159,239 for the (
Indulgence of Its costly habit of play-

ing with lire. If the huge five yeare

total of $15,796,199 could have been

used Instead of wasted, It would have

built 3,000 houses at $5,000 apiece
(sufficient to furnish homes for 15,-
b<o people, or more than the popu-

lation of Annapolis), or It would build
1500 miles of good macadam roads

at SIO,OOO per mile.
’ A study of such figures Indicates
the need of public education In regard

to fire prevention. It must re lc„-

llhd that property destroyed by fire
represents an utter and Irretrlevahls
loss to Society as a whole, while Ibe

inexcusable 101 lln human life and
suffering can hardly be computed.
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“Country GlrU" IVko Lured Chicago

Men, (lets Ten Vents l Idle.

Chicago. March 3.—Cleopatra Ilurtz-
Vnan, “the Innocent country girl lure"
Of a criminal gang, started today tor

the pen to waste her charms “maybe

Tor years and maybe forever,” tor eIR
¦was given from 10 years to life. Ten
hum, responsible and law-abiding, ap-

.posred against her and each told the
kame story.

Cleopatra had confronted them with
tears and told thefti of the troubles

,'pf s “country girl" in a big city.

They accompanied her “home."
v which wns always approached thru a
. dark passage. Then a deadly arm

"reached out of the gloom and smote

the samarltuu on the head with a
¦ 'club. When he recovered conscloua-¦ 'ness all he had was his cloth*.
¦V. It is stated by the State’s Attorney

i*. that 30 men who had been felled and
Icrobbed did not appear. Her husband

Kurt flttrteman, swung the club. He
went up for life.

100 Bend of Black Smallpox.

Veyii Cruz.—An epidemic of black
hniallpox has broken out on the lath-
huts of Tehuantepec and more than
100 deaths have occurred. This Infor-
ination was contained tn a private
telegrgyn received herb.
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M wed while MypsfonzEDi
K

ij Why Wealthy Hamburg fllrl Asks

1 1 Annulment.

Bj A high court will be asked next
NjWeck to decide .\yhfither a woman its
£ entitled to dissolution of her marriage
11bn Use ground (hut she entered u;i6n

It under hypnotic influence urn) ihpro-
| tore was not conscious of what she

was doing. The'clgtmant Is a million-
aire in rfcr’own right, being the or-
phan daughter of a wealthy Hamburg

I family. Her husband was formerly
an engineer In the German Nary

i Last year the couple met in Ber-
! Ifn society. None of their friends no

i tlced that they were on specin'ly in-
I timatc terms. Her relatives were,

therefore, amazed when early in Jan-
( nsry they received a newspaper an-
nouncement of hoi* marriage.

Several weeks passing without
news, an uncle eventually came tq
Berlin and met his nifece. She appear-
ed absent-minded. spoke Indistinctly

| and, then saying she bad to go to her
ibankers on urgent business, tried to
slip awawy. ,

Tactfully, howevyr. the uncle per-
tuaded her to take lunch with him.
end in conversation be found she

[knew nothing about her husband ex-
; ccpt his name, but mentioned that

be was fond of making hypnoMc >*-

i perlraents.
L A* the conversation proceeded me

niece seemed suddenly nrousyd frTM
bar slate of menial numbness and es-

i claimed as If she herself were -ur-
prised. ••BcaUy, the idea of marrying
him bad never occurred to me!”

( The immediate sequel was that she

BETHOLINE
has been so much reduced I
in price that certainly there '

i is no excuse why everyone
s should not be using it. Folks

, who know tell us that it is
; I the REAL FUEL of thP j

present day.

; Shriver Oil Co.

went to Hamburg with her uncle ami
has remained there ever nines, ap-
pearing to regard with interne aver-
sion any idea of returning to bor n ja

band.
¦—a

WHITE HEPt BEICAMH IX tJT.

mitXATIOX.

If, Bamnm. Colored, Is tile Thorne J
—ls Nominee on Uepnhllcan Ticket

for Connell In lisgrrslown.

Andrew *K. Coffman Fa i>ut In the
' held tut an Independent Itepubllcft'i
; candidate for councilman in the Fifth
' Ward, of Hagerstown, against Rich

; ard C. Barnuin, colored, who was
i nominated un Saturday night when t,
delegaUun of negroes stampeded the
primaries and Bum-ceded in forcing
finmuin across,

j Damien Is the first negro to be

¦¦¦Tm-M'W iIIJM.. u

nominated for the council hero id 29
years -. Efforts to disqualify him oa,
the plea that ,he haa not been a resi-
dent -of the ward ftvd yegrs failed
day, and Barnumsays that he is in
the flight to (he finish. Republican
lea do 1.-a immediately got bjisy arid had

i;i pof.itlon circulated, making Cdff-
mnh >an Independent nominee.

Bffi irts will be made lo oust Bar-
! nunt ; irom tlje ticket, the negroes
| fifslst they will carry the case to
! courts In the event of al|y action to
disqualify their candidate

A hieeting was hold by ndgro work-
ers aj id pians were worked oyt tbi a
canin’ tign to elect Barp.um.

Th< Fifth Ward is overwhelmingly
Repil) >Ucan and hqs a btg pfgro Tale.
The I tepublicans organization believes
however, that the Independent can-
didal e will defeat Baruum.

At I was going Fell at the primary
ovei* whjich Frank AUlp whs presid-
ing. There was the usual small num-
ber .of white Republicans present apd
the name of City Councilman .Oeofge
B. Alexander wqs presented for pe-

| not nlnation when the negroes, 40 ,ln
nut nber, appeared unexpectedly, and.

j exploded tfie|r bomb. .
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i Whites in 14. 7.
Washington.—The 1920 population

of Mew York City, announce*i as 5,620,*
IMS, consists of 5,459,004 whiles, or
07.1 per cent.; 193,081 negroes, or 2.1
poy cent., and 7,956 all, other rages
au< h ax Chinese. Japanese and Indi-
T)u- 1920 population of Boston, *n-

; non need as 748,060, consists of 780.-
iii whites or 97.7 per cent.; 16,362
negroes, or 2.2 por cent., and 1,212
all other races.
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A Practical Electric
Light and Power Plant

For h arms

WHEREVER your home pact, reliable and economical
may he you can have .

, . f . • the quiet Willys-Knight
die conveniences of electric , .

... . . , sleevovalvc engine automat-
light and power with Willys

.
ically stops, cranks and dnves
the generator. Uses kerosene.

The turn of a switch floods Cas or distillate for fuel.

the house, bam, or other The Willys Light Batter/is
buildings with safe, depend- made extra large for extra life,
able light or furnishes power

to make work lighter, both WilI>* LiC ht has **many

indoors and out. exclusive advantages that you

are sure to find it exaedy
This light plant is com- suited to your needs,

... ¦

II ! EDWIN E. THOMPSON, Dealer *

( TXLKrUOXK 7-J. XISW IVWDSOR, MU.

I -
I: ; *?*V.’illy:TC light Sleeve-Valve Engine. jI
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