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Occasions Reveal Heroes; Saul
Rose Nobly and Took Definite

Relief Measures

ISSUED BLOODY SUMMONS

International S. S. Lesson For
March 14 Is "Saul Gains His

Kingdom," I Sam., Ch. 1

(By William T. Ellis)
Every day the cables are bringing

us news from the Holy Li nd of the
military activities there. The best
war maps of the most interesting
field of conflict to-da.v are found in
the backs of our Bibles. The day-
by-day tidings turn our thoughts
back to the earlier stories of the bat-
tles over this same war-torn soil, and
we are freshly reminded, in the
light of the daily news, that cruelty
and slaughter still are 'concomitants
of war, as ever in the remotest past.
The present Sunday School Lesson is
a war story that gains new interest
when read alongside of the latest
cablegrams.

It is a story of a great outrage, a
great strategem, a great battle and a
Kreat hero. Like the recent dispatches
from Suez and Sinai, it depends upon
ati understanding of the local geog-
raphy for an intelligent interest. Most
of the Children of Israel, It will be
remembered, lived betwen the Medi-
terranean on the west and the Jor-
dan River on the east, in what we now
technically call Palestine. Three
tribes, however, had been given ter-
ritory east of the Jordan toward the
Arabian Desert, on the fertile high-
lands which are to this day the best
soil in the Holy Land. The region
has always been turbulent, however,
and when 1 passed through it the
Turkish army was encamped there,
subduing an uprising of the Druses.
Here in the territory of Gad was the
city of Jabesh-Gilead.

Atrocities Are Old Fashioned
Ever hovering on the edge of the

Jsraelltish communities east of the
Jordan were the Ammonites, a great
and war-like people, of whom we
learn from both the Old Testament
and from the Babylonian monu-
ments. At this time they had a pow-
erful ruler named Xahash, who had
besieged Jabesh-Gilead, and had
forced it to seek terms of surrender.
The hunger, wounds and disease of
the besieged were not greatly differ-
ent from what usually accompany a
successful siege.

The answer that was returned by
Nahash, when the Israelites sued for
peace, was truly oriental, displaying
that cruelty which usually camps
with armies. A blood lust seems to

thrive in war. The fiendish proposal
of Nahash was that he would spare
the city, provided every man would
come forward and have his right eye
put out. This scheme would mean
a perpetual jibe at the Israelites. Tn
addition to being a cruel and inhu-
man punishment, it was a constant
humiliation to the pride of the people.

The tyranny of it becomes greater
when we consider the helplessness of
the people. They were at the end of
their fighting. They could do no
more. The mercy of their conquer-
ors was their only hope. When the
ultimatum was received they asked
for ten days' respite, and this the
conquerors readily granted, for it
merely prolonged the sufferings of
their victim. They were sure of their
prey, and they could watch the agon-
ized waiting as a cruel boy en-
joys the squirming of an impaled
worm. Can you not hear the hys-
terical lamentations of the weak-
lings over their impending fate, and
see the grim faces of the strong who
were determined to undergo the
worst like men? The wailing of the
women and the nervous agony of the
waiting, remind us of the 'Belgians
who wait for the succor of the
world; and of the besieged at Luck-
now.

A Chance For a Hero
The tale is almost contemporary.

AA'hen messengers came from Jabesh-
Gilead to Israel, the greater part of
the people received the news with
weeping and with wringing of hands.
They substituted sorrow for service.
Most of us probably are to be classi-
fied with the futile folk who stand
on a river bank and wave our hands
foolishly while a man drowns before
our eyes. The record says, "All the
people lifted up their voice, and
wept."

There was one man who spent no
time in idle weeping. Occasions re-
veal heroes. When the great hourstrikes, the man comes to his own.
Commonplace and beyond notice on
the day before their great deeds was
the man who rode on horseback be-
fore the Johnstown flood, warning
the people to (lee to the hills; and
the girl who staid by her telephone
w-hen the building was on fire; and
the fisherman who rescued the ship-
wrecked In the storm. These oppor-
tunities did not make heroes, they
merely released heroism that had all
alontr been latent. Instant reaction
10 a present' need is the on© sign of a
hero.

Such was Saul, who quickly took
definite measures for the help of the
imperiled Israelites in Jabesh-Gilead.Here we find Saul at his greatest
height.

Hot and Holy Anger
Amid the helpless weeping of the

mass, up rose this one man quick todo. "And the spirit of God came
mightily upon Saul when he heard
these words and his anger was kin-
dled greatly."

Does that sound strange? Is not
the Spirit of God a consoler, the One
who helps us to endure life's ills?
Not so: "The Comforter," which is
His title in the New Testament,
means Strengthened The Spirit of
God is power for striving, as well as
solace In suffering. For some churches
the surest sign of a baptism of the

Have Color in Your Cheeks

Be Better Looking?Take
Olive Tablets

If your skin is yellow?complexion
pallid?tongue coated?appetite pooryou have a bad taste in your mouth?alazy, no-good feeling?you should takeOlive Tablets.

Dr. Edwards' Olive Tablets?a sub-stitute for calomel?were prepared by
Dr. Edwards after 17 years of study
with his patients.

*

Dr. Edwards' Olive Tablets are apurely vegetable compound mixed witholive oil. You will know them by their
olive color.

If you want a clear, pink skin, brighteyes, no pimples, a feeling of buoyancy
like childhood days, you must get atthe cause.

Dr. Edwards' Olive Tablets act on theliver and bowels like calomel?yet have
110 dangerous after effects.They start the bile and overcomeconstipation. That's why millions of
boxes are sold annually at 10c and 25c
per box. All druggists.

Take one or two nightly and note thepleasing results.
The Olive Tablet Company, Colum-

bus, O.?Advertisement.

Holy Spirit would bo for them to get
Into action and clean up their own
membership rolls and their neighbor-
hood conditions and th>sir local poli-
tics.

It is high praise for Saul that he
had a capacity for hot and holy In-
dignation. Surely the righteous God

hud no pleasure in the tepid and col-
orless spirits who never resent In-
justice and oppression, and do not
flame with righteous anger against
wrong-doing. Neither CSod nor man
can get much help from the torpid
souls who simply endure Injustice.
Would that we could write of every
church member, "The spirit of God
came mightily upon John Doc and
his anger was kindled greatly." Then
we should see (laming victories for
the Church of Christ.

The Bloody Summons
Instant action followed Saul's in-

tense purpose. "He took a yoke of
oxen and cut them in pieces and sent
them throughout all the borders of
Israel by the hands of messengers,
saying, whosoever cometh not forth
after Saul and after Samuel, so shall
it be done unto his oxen, and the
dread of Jehovah fell on the people,
and they came out as one man."

Some of us would have hesitated
over the sacrifice of those valuable
oxen. Petty persons do not know
when minor prudences are to be dis-
regarded in the achievement of great
purposes. Saul was a great doer. In
this hour his real statesmanship ap-
peared. He had the qualities of a
heroic leader, which appealed to the
imagination of the people. The
trouble with a great deal of our re-
form work to-day is that It is super-
abundantly equipped with office-chair
theorists, while sorely lacking men
who actually can bring things to pass.
There are one hundred men who can
[tell us how the nation should be run
|to every one who.can take off Ills coat

and show us how to make a model
neighborhood.

Saul's summons to Israel by means
of pieces of bloody beef, which swift
runners bore, suggests the fiery cross
of the Scottish highlands, which called
the clans to war. A wooden cross was
scorched with flame and drenched In
blood "as an emblem of the fire and
sword awaiting all who should neglect
Its summons."

No larcrymose message was it that
went from the new king to his peo-
ple. It was a strong man's summons.
Of course it put the fear of the Lord
into the hearts of men, even as the
fearless words of strong men do in our
own day. Perhaps there is a hint of
"Billy" Sunday's power in this episode
of the stinging message which brought
recruits to Saul's standard.

Wlien Justice Fell
A host of three hundred thousand

Israelites swiftly assembled to follow
Saul into action. The sight was one
to fuse patriots into unity. Such
occasions as this make for national
sentiment. In helping beleagured Ja-
besli-Gilead Saul was incidentally and
unwittingly doing most to strengthen
his own power over Israel.

Across the Jordan in the beleagured
city of Jabesh-Gilead, the distraught
and 'anxious Jews had received the
message of succor soon to come. They
adopted a strategem, sending word to
Nahasli, "To-morrow we will come out
unto you and ye shall do -with us all
that seemeth good unto you."

But before that to-morrow broke,
the hosts of Israel, divided into three
great companies, fell swiftly upon the
sleeping Ammonites and until the heat
of the day they were busy in smiting
the enemy. "And it came to pass
that they that remained were scat-
tered so that no two of them were left
together."

lio.val MnnTiainiiiitv
Saul played the king greatly that
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had been placed in his charge, accord- i
ing to his statements. Before leaving
he had telephoned to the president of |
the local Italian society, asking him to j
remove the explosives, but this official i
had neglected to do it.

A government inspector also invest!- '
gated the matter to-day and, while
saying that the bombs might have been
intended for fireworks, advised City
Marshal Steiff to place them in a
bucket of water for several days.

What Leads to
Tuberculosis?

In the opinion of mnny medical au-
ihorltlex, tbr development of pulmon-
ary tuhereiiloalH (connumptlon ( In hiiN-
'lrneil, If not actually precipitated, l>>- a

loan of lime from the ayatem. "Where
there la a decalcification, the llpie Malta
inunt be aupplled medicinally/' aaya Dr.
.1. \V. ( arhart, of jinn Antonio, Texan,
In the May, lllltt, laauc of "Medleal

1l*ronre»«."
I To supply these necessary salts lias,
lin many Instances, proved a difficult
matter," since In some forms they are
not easily assimilable.

In Eckman's Alterative, however,
calcium (lime) is so combined with
other remedial agents as to be asslml-

! lated by the average person without di-
gestive disturbance, and to this, In

f1 >art. Is due the success of this remedy
n the treatment of tuberculosis and

I chronic throat and bronchial afTectlons.
j We make no boastful claims for Eck-

I man's Alterative, but a careful record
!of results obtained during years of
widespread use warrants the assertion
that many such cases apparently have
yielded to It.

I It contains no opiates, narcotics or
: habit-forming drugs, hence Its use is

I not attended with danger. Your drtig-
! gist haw It or will order It, or you can

; send direct.
I ICckman Laboratory, Philadelphia.

1 Advertisement.

day, and we shall have need to re-II

member +iis nobility In the sadder '
days to come in his history. He ,
united the hearts of the people in a i
new and aggressive loyalty. In their 1
enthusiasm they remembered that

some had muttered against his first i
coronation and they would have I
slain the malcontents.

But Saul was royal in his magnam- 1
inity as in his actions. His answer
showed the spiritual exaltation in '
which he had striven. He was not
thinking of petty revenge, but of '
gratitude to God. "There shall not
be a man put to death this day: for
to-day Jehovah hath wrought deliver-
ance in Israel."

Then followed, in high rejoicing
and in the white heat of patriotic
fervor, the formal coronation of Saul. '
Never king began his reign more Jauspiciously. Saul's noble deed of j
brotherhood and bravery had lifted ,

I the level of national life to a high iplane. |.
SOCIALIST TO LECTURE

Harrisburg members of the Socialist ,
party have arranged for a lecture ,

I Tuesday. April 13, by Walter Thomas
Mills, author of "The Struggle For Ex- 1
istence." I'

BOMB MYSTERY IS SOLVED

Explosives Found in Era Harbor I'art <
of Fireworks Display

Kgg Harbor, N. J-, March 12.?!
Kalph Burrell, the shoemaker who i
until recently occupied the dwelling
here In which the three "bombs" were
found on Tuesday, appeared here last j
evening and explained the presence in '
the place of the explosives.

Burrell said the bombs were part of j
a fireworks display given here last!
summer. Tliey were left over and'
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