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ASK AUSTRIA
AND FINAL DEFINITION OF

U-BOAT WAR ATTITUDE
PENFIELD PRESENTS

REQUEST TO TEUTON
FOREIGN MINISTER

U. S. Wants to Know Whether Assurances Given on Oc-
casion of Ancona and Persia Incidents Are to be
Regarded as Changed or Withdrawn

BREAK WITH TURKEY AND BULGARIA
WOULD FOLLOW RUPTURE WITH AUSTRIA

Deep Concern for American s in Near East Has Caused
Delay; Ambassador Acting Under Explicit Instruc-
tions From Washington

London, Feb. 20. ?Frederic C. Penfield, American am-
bassador at Vienna, is said by Renter's Amsterdam corre-
spondent, to have delivered to the Austro-Hungarian for-
eign minister a request for a clear and final definition of
Austria-Hungary's attitude regarding submarine warfare.

The Amsterdam dispatch says that according to a telegram
from Vienna Mr. Penfield handed an aide memoire to-day to the
foreign minister requesting clear and final information as to what
standpoint the Austro -Hungarian Government has assumed re-
garding submarine warfare and whether the assurances given on the
occasion of the Ancona and Persia incidents are to be regarded as
changed or withdrawn.

The foreign ministry, the dispatch says, wil lsubmit the aide
memoire to a thorough examination and then make a reply.

London, Feb. 20.?A Central News dispatch from Zurich to-day
says: "The Austrian emperor has given a long audience to Count
Czernin, the minister of foreign affairs, who previously had a con-
ference with Frederic C. Penfield, the American ambassador."

War With United States
is Believed Certain

by German Public
Copenhagen. Feb. 20. Americans

arriving from Berlin say their country-
men still in that city, appear optimis-
tic as regards the crisis with the Unit-

ed States and are coming to believe
matters will not go beyond the present
status of ruptured relations. Germans
occupying official positions, however,
are of an entirely different mind. They

and Germans generally seem to believe

that the two countries are drifting to-
ward actual hostilities and fear that
there is small chance of their avoiding
war.

SPROUIJ PROBE RESOLUTION*
IN HANDS OP GOVERNOR

The Sproul resolution providing for
an investigation of the government
will be on the desk of Governor Brum-
baugh late this afternoon. It was
signed by the presiding officers of the
two houses in the presence of the
members this morning and the Gover-
nor has ten days in which to act. Re-
ports that the Governor had asked
the advice of Attorney General Brown
were denied at the office of the Gov-ernor.

THE WEATHER]
For llnrrlshuric and vicinity! Fair

anil colder to-nliclit and Wednes-
day! lowest temperature to-nlKht
about 25 deisreex.

For iCailrrn I'ennxylvnnini Cloudy
and colder to-nluhl: Wednesday
generally fairs nioderutc to freNh
northwest wind*.

River
The Sunqnehannii river and all Its

branches will rise somewhat or
remain stationary with probably
no Important <-hnnices in the iten-
rral Ice conditions. A stage of
about 6.0 feet In Indicated for
Harrlshurg Wednesday morning.

tienernl Conditions
The disturbance that wan central

over Missouri, Monday morning,
has moved northeastward to the
St. I.awrence Valley without mueli
change In strenitth. It eausedlight to moderately heavy precipi-
tation, mostly In the form of rain
in the Inst twenty-four hours
generally over the eountry from
the Mississippi river eastward tothe Atlantic coast-

It Is 3 to 24 degrees warmer In the
Atlantic States, over the eastern
part of the Lake Iteglon and the
Kreater part of the Pacific slope
and 2 to 20 degrees colder be-
tween the Rockies and the Mis-
sissippi.

Temperature i 8 a. m., 32 degree*
above sero.

Sunt Rises, 0:51 a. m.
Moon: New moon, February 21,

lil3 a. m.
River Stngei (1.0 feet nhove low-

mater mark.

Yesterday's Weather
Highest temperature, 32.
Lowest temperature, 20.
Mean temperature, 30.
Normal temperature, 30. j

' Consul Denies Report
That Troubles in Cuba are

Due to German Intrigue
By Associ"ted Press

Paris, Feb. 20?The Cuban consul
at Havre has issued a statement deny-
ing reports that the troubles in Cuba
are due to German intrigue, accord-
ing to a Havis dispatch from that city.
The statement says that the disturb-
ances in Cuba are due solely to the
bitter nature of the presidential elec-
tion.

"Not only have the Germans no in-
fluence in Cuba," says the consul, "but
they have still less power to create
difficulties between Cuba and the
United States, to which latter counry
Cubans are bound by great interests

| and a lively sense of gratitude."

Senate Convenes Twice
Within an Hour To-day

By Associated Press
Washington. Feb. 20. The Senate

convened twice within an hour to-day
and the chaplain delivered two pray-
ers, once at 10.30 a. m. and again at
11 a. m. At adjournment last night
the meeting for to-day was set for
10.30 a. m.

After tne body was called to or-
der to-day and the chaplain had of-
fered the customary morning praver,
Republicans called attention to a
standing order adopted some time ago
that the regular meeting hour should
be 11 o'clock. Quickly realizing the
violation of the rule the proceedings
were ruled out of order and members
left the chamber, returning again at
11 .a. m. for the second start.

THREE ASH MEN ARRESTED
FOR "CUSSING OUT" LYNCH

When City Commissioner W. H.Lynch remonstrated with three em-
ployes of the Harrisburg Reduction
company becuuse they were scatter-
ing ashes from a leaky wagon on Say-
ford street, this morning they prompt-
ly advised the commissioner "to go
to." Mr. Lynch didn't especially like
their language or methods, so called
the police department for an officer.Motorcycle Officer George Fetrow
arrested Garnet Jackson, Daniel Car-
penter and Lexington Green, the of-
fenders. They were given a hearing
before Alderman James B. DeShong
at police court this afternoon.

NEW BANK NOTES HERE
The First National Bank this morn-

ing received Its first consignment of
the new legal tender notes that are
being issued by the Treasury Depart-
ment. The new notes will take the
place of the old one and two dollar
silver certificates. Five hundred of
each was all the bank was able to ob-
tain at this time.

STEAMER FOULS NET
Newport News, Va., Feb. 20.?Div-ers were still working this morning to

free the Old Dominion Line steamer
Madison which became entangled last
night in the steel anti-submarine net
at the entrance to Hampton Roads.

,The Madison was bound from Norfolk
i to New York with passengers and car-
igo.

SOON MORE PRECIOUS THAN PEARLS!

-Tv F TCi?r T r?I?;
, f Fnp un<u f I OH-A COUPLE?

"V "F r HX \ X I /i;I. IFX-1l million

rktMin'm
\ '

/ A uRfAT violinist"HAS HIS hands INSUPEP-
\u25a0y , I |(\ m,\ \IvK / 'if J' BUT ft <rftflT POTATO HAS ITS EtK I.MSUPED.

£v; /g m\s\® r I

" Ml SOON UAVE AN OPPORTUNITY TO hf muSi BE A (POtSuS
-AND TUB "SOLD LIKE HOT CAKES \|EVJ THIS PRICELESS GEM IN ifS OKI6MAL FORM.

CITY INSPECTORS
TO SUPERINTEND
ASH COLLECTIONS

Council Authorizes Appoint-
ment of Eight Men to Look

After Workmen

The price of potatoes was higher

in Harrisburg to-day than at any time
in the last century. The average price

asked by retail dealers was SJ.4O per

bushel and in some instances more.
Dealers expressed the opinion that the
price would be increased and they
could see no relief in sight.

The wholesale price of potatoes at
Bates & Company to-day was $2.50
per bushel. This was the lowest fig-
ure at which tubers could be purchas-
ed in the city. The price at the Russ
Fish market was $3 per bushel and by
the half peck 40 cents was asked.
Gardner & Baptisti were selling pota-

Eight inspectors, one to accompany

| each gang of fnen making ash and
garbage collections, will be named by
City Commissioner E. Z. Gross, and
will be paid by the city, to oversee the
work of all collectors in various dis-

No salary was fixed.
This action was decided upon by City

Council this morning because of the
hundreds of complaints received daily
about the poor service given by em-
ployes of the Pennsylvania deduction
Company.

The recommendation for the appoint-
ments was made by Commissioner Wil-
liam ii. .Lynch, who told in Council, of
an argument he had earlier in the
day with four men employed by the
Reduction Company.

Collectors Are Careless
"They had the streets littered up

with ashes and refuse," Commissioner
Lynch declared, "We get many com-
plaints of carelessness and the only
way to stop it will be to put a man
in charge ot each gang, to see that col-
lections are made properly."

Dr. J. M. J. Kaunick, city health offi-
cer, who was present at Council, at once
favored this plun, and stated to the
Commissioners that their action was
certain to bring results.

Commissioners Uross and Ltf-nch re-
ferred to instances of having seen
men throw ash receptacles over fences
into the wagon, waste of time and
other negligence.

Edwaru p. Bailey, of the American
Surety Company, bondsman for the Re-
duction company, may arrive here late
today and will have a conference with
Commissioner Gross and Dr. itaunick,
Since tile death of Commissioner tlarry
F. Bowman, the health bureau worn
lias been handled through the park
department.

City Solicitor John E. Fox, in an opin-
ion which has been submitted to Com-
missioner Gross, rules that tlu: city,
after serving proper notice on the Re-
duction company, can take over ail the
work, and tile bonding company must
pay the bill. This can only be clone,
However, in case the Reduction com-
pany does not fill ali piovisions ot the
contract.

Service Ordinance Passed
Council passed linally the ordinance

providing tor buiiuing sewers in Beav-
er, Ruby, Berryhill, Twenty-flrst and
Central streets.

No action was taken on awarding the
policy tor wurkineii s compensation tor
city employes. Council will hold a con-
terence. with City Solicitor Fox bctoru
passing anally.

liecause ot a dispute over property
lines along the Parkway drive near
Prospect mil Cemetery, the city parK
department was delayed in taking over
a strip of y.67 acres, it has been agreed
between tile Cemetery ussociulioii and

the Investors' Realty Company, to sell
the land to the city for 2oUO and Coun-
cil passed an ordinance to-day provid-
ingfor the purchase. The driveway along
the strip of land which borders on the
western part of the cemetery, has been
completed.

When this action is approved Anally
the last of the territory along the
driveway from Cameron Park to Reser-
voir Park will be owned by the city. JCommissioner Gross was authorized
to purchase a new Reo automobile for
the park department for $1348.20, and |
gU-e in part payment the car now in I
use, for which |ioo will be allowed.

VOTERS MAY BE
ASKED TO PASS

ON THREE LOANS
Money Needed For Parks and

Paving and Possibly For

Asli Collections

Three big improvement loans may
be submitted to voters at the Novem-
ber election, city officials announced
to-day.

1 One would provide for completing

the park belt from Reservoir to Wild-
wood park. City Commisioner E. Z.

I Gross is planning for a conference
with the Municipal League, Chamber

of Commerce and City Planning Com-
mission, to discuss this move.

Another will probably be $50,000
for paving street intersections and
paving streets with unassessable prop-
erty fronting on them.

The third may be necessary should
Council decide on municipal garbage
and ash collections, as the present con-
tract expires in 1918, and Commission-
ers now in office must make some pro-
vision for this work.

The park loan will provide for com-
pleting another big stretch of the
Parkway drive. This when completed
will leave only one section unopened.
This is the part connecting River
Front park with Cameron park.

The stretch through Cameron Park-way to Reservoir park is open with
the exceptiou of the tunnel to be built
under the tracks of the Philadelphia
and Reading Railway. No funds are
available for this either, and provi-
sion will probably be made In the
parkway loan, to construct the tun-
nel.

Samuel Kunkel Set
Aside Bond of SI,OOO

for Oratorical Contest
Samuel Kunkel, it was ascertainedto-day. left In trust with the Me-

chanics' Trust Company a bond of
SI,OOO for the perpetuation of the an-
nual Kunkel oratorical contest in the
high school. When Mr. Kunkel s will
was made public many were disap-
pointed that he had not provided for
this fund and it was not until to-day
that it became generally known that
he had Bet aside the bond several
years ago In such a way that money
will be always forthcoming for the
prizes.

POTATOES CLIMB IN PRICE
WITH DEALERS AFRAID THAT

SITUATION WILL BE WORSE

toes at $8 a bag, weighing 145 pounds.
Small retail grocers were selling them
ut 23 cents a quarter peck; 45 cents a
half and 85 cents a peck. Many re-
fused to sell potatoes by the bushel,
stating that their supply was small
and prospects of securing more were
doubtful. Others have exhausted
their supply and will buy no more at
the present price.

When asked the reason for the soar-
ing prices, dealers were at a loss t
give a reason, although some express-
ed the opinion that the farmers were
holding back for still higher prices.
Speculation and railway congestion
were also attributed to the high price.

TRIED TO HAVE V.
NO-LICENSE MAN

FIRED FROM JOB
Witness in License Court Tells

of Attempt to Influence
Employer

S. K. Boyd, one of the clerks In a
downtown department store, testified
in liquor license court this morning,
that an effort had been made to have
him discharged because he took thestand last year, and appeared against
an applicant for a license at that time.Boyd was a witness in the hearing
on the petition of Samuel Fishman,
who wants to open a bar at the Lenoxhotel, 428 Market street. He declared
there was no necessity for the bar, as
there are plenty of other places in
the same vicinity where liquor is sold.

S. C. Boyer, also employed in a
downtown store, told the court therewas no need for a license at the Lenox.
Other witnesses who were called by
Harry B. Saussaman, attorney for the
No-License League, were James W
Barker, Walter S. Flssel and John P.
Guyer.

Mr. Guyer told of trips to a numberof hotels, and .agreed with the otherwitnesses that there was no necessity
for the bar because of the otherplaces in the immediate vicinity, hold-ing licenses.

Kliel Witnesses Called
The second case to be completed

this morning was the remonstranceagainst tho petition of Fred W. Ebel
and Charles Moore for the Metropoli-
tan Annex. As a number of witnesseswere called when Ebel asked for a
transfer from the National hotel, no
additional evidence was presented.

Shortly before adjournment, Wil-liam M. Hargest, Deputy Attorney
General, representing the State, re-
monstrated against granting a licenseto George E. Winger. 137 North
Fourth street. It is claimed that the
Commonwealth has full title to theplace, which must bo vacated. OscarG. Wickersham, attorney for the ap-plicant, argued that a lease is held,
which does not expire until 1918. iOnly one more remonstrance is listed
for a This Is against the r>- ititlon of Lewis Baturin for a wholesale
license for Sixth and North streets
This hearing may be begun late this"afternoon.

I*ORTO RICAN BILL PASSES I
Washington, Feb. 20.?The Porto 'Rican citizenship and civtl government

bill was passed by the Senate to-day Iwithout roll call. It already hud pass- Ied the House.
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! POTATO BOYCOTT
S STARTS TO FORCE
PRICES DOWNWARD
City Sealer Declares Dealers

Are "Holding Out" to Get
Utmost Penny

i"DON'T BUY," HE URGES I
j Great Quantities on Hand Reelli -

?Learns From Reliable
Sources

For the first time within memory
thousands of dinner tables in Har-
risburg to-day are without potatoes on
the menu.

j The move to place a boycott on po- 1
i tatoes until dealers are willing to ask

ja fair price for the poor man's staple
vegetable this morning gained tremen-
dous headway throughout the city.

Further investigation showed thatthe prices, now averaging $3.60 a
bushel, are wholly without just idea-

and that there is no danger of a
famine in the product. The knowledge
that the public is being gouged, eitherby the producers, middlemen or re-
tailers, has greatly aided the move-
ment on the part of housewives inthe city.

j City Scaler Endorses MoveHarry D. Reel, city sealer of weights
and measures, this morning heartily

, endorsed the boycott as the best and
jonly means to protect the consumer.
A large number of members of the

, ( ivic Club also have endorsed the plan
| following its presentation before the

Continued On Page 8

"WE ARE STABVIXB,"
WHITES GERMAN UNDER STAMP

Lancaster, Pa., Feb. 20.?The reports
as to the food situation in Germany
are so conflicting that the informationcontained "on" a letter received by Mrs.
Christian Schmidt, of New Providence,
from a relative in Germany, a woman,
is of interest. The writer asked her
to keep the stamp as a souvenir. Sus-
pecting a hidden meaning she carefully
removed the stamp and was surprised
to see this written message: "We are

' starving."

WE WANT BREAD
MOTHERS SCREAM
IN FOOD RIOTS AT

NEW YORK CITY
City Appeals to Whole

Country to Send Supplies
as Disturbances Break
Out in Tenement Districts;;
Trouble Follows Unpre-
cedented Jump in Price of
Staples

IRATE WOMEN MOB
PUSHCART PEDDLERS

Burn Their Carts After Prices
of Potatoes and Onions
Soar and Pour Oil Over
Vegetables; Mothers Com-
plain They Are Unable to
Get Enough Nourishment
For Children

New York, Feb. 20.?The cry of
housewives unable to meet advancing
cost of food was heard in the city'
seat of government to-day when sev-
eral hundred women from the tene-
ment districts stormed the City Hal)
screaming:

"We want bread!"
They came to place their plight be-

fore Mayor John P. Mitchel. Many
i carried babies. They swarmed up and
tried to push their way into the build-

| ing. Policemen on guard shut the
| gates, and from the basement, where
i there is a police station, reserves rush-
icd up and restored order. The women
| were informed that Mayor Mitchel had

j not yet arrived.
The leader was Mrs. Ida Harris,

president of the Mothers' Vigilant
League. She and three other woman
were allowed to enter and await the

? Continued On Pago 8
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FAVORABLE REPORT CAR EMERGENCY BILL

Washington, Feb. 20. The Esch car shortage bill, i
giving the Interstate Commerce Commission, in traffic ;

emergencies, broad powers to suspend all car service rules i
and make any reasonable directions to meet the situation, I
was favorably reported to the House to-day by the Inter- \
state Commerce Commission. I

Washington, Feb. 20. Secretary Lansing and As- 1
sistant Attorney General Warren urged the Senate Judi- j
ciary Committee to pass a bill authorizing the President

to use the armed forces of the United States to enforce its
neutrality obligation, particularly in reference to armed
vessels of a belligerent interned in ports of the United
States which might seek to escape.

GAMBLERS FAIL TO APPEAR
Theodore Gough and William Dorman, arrested i

yesterday for operating a string of punch-boards in the city !
forfeited $l5O bail each to-day when they failed to appear ||
fcr a hearing at the Mayor's office. The five men held a* jj
witnesses were released.

. j!

DIES IN CIGAR STORE

E. W. Hawkins, 45 years old, 1509 Berryhill street, died j|
suddenly this afternoon in the cigar store owned by Ed- jI
ward Wairden, 339 Reily street. Hawkins, who was an ! j
agent for a gasoline pump company, stopped in the store j!
about 2 30 o'clock, saying he was sick. He died before j j
medical assistance could be sumtnoned. Apoplexy is be- j j
lieved to have been the cause of death. !|

MAYOR MEALS UNIMPROVED
Harrisburg. Mayor E. S. Meals, who is in a serious ![

condition at his home, is unimproved to-day. J[

FRENCH MAKE SURPRISE ATTACK

Paris, Feb. 20. Active artillery engagements occur- 1 1
red last night between the Oise and the Aisne and in the |S
region north cf Fliney. A surprise attack by the French !|

resulted in the taking of prisoners. ||

NEW FOUNDLAND SCHOONERS SUNK jj
L .itiua, Feb. 20. The New Foundland fishing |!

sell . i,cis, Mayola, 146 tons and Dorothy, 57 tons, hare j|
occi. M.m, Lloyd's shipping agency announces to-day.

MARRIAGE
Claude Weaver Alnlnr anil Violet N*(er .Stahley, Htiim>ieltoria. <'
l< rnk Matlku nuil Anna Tom iNvvie, iiteelton.
Martin Clarence Cobb Fllekinirer and Carrie Virginia Chlcholm, Har- i 1rlnburft. < i

'


