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ITALY RETAKES
OLD POSITIONS;
LOSSES HEAVY

Following Bitter Fighting Covering a Period of Forty-
Eight Hours, Italian Troops Win Back Points of
Vantage on Col Del Rosso; Berlin Claims Capture
of 9,000 While Winning Temporary Advantage;

By Associated Press

northern

On the

the Brenta.
had struck toward the Frenzela

two days of bitter fighting the Italians have regained possession |
Del Rosso west of the river and have!
attacked the AustroGerman positions on “onte Peritica east of]|
Berlin claims the czpture of 9,000 prisoners i2 he gain-

of lost positions on the Cc!

the river.

Italian front the
appear to be to strike alternatively at vital points on either side of |
Checked at Monte Asolone last week the enemy

Austro-German tactics

valley west of the river. After

ing of the Col. Del Rosso, which later was lost to the Italians.

Rome, Dec. 26.—Col Del Rosso
and Monte Val Bella, on the Asiago

plateau, were recaptured, by Italian [ Rumanian front.

forces in a counterattack yesterday,
bat it was found impossible to hold
them, the War Office announced to-
day.

Ttalian Army Headquarters 7
Northern Italy, Tuesday, Dec. 2
A general commanding an Army|

corps on the Piave front took the
correspondent along the line occu-
pied by his corps today and pointed
out the Austro-German nest on the
west bank of the river which is the

only foothold he has succeeded in
maintaining. )
The main purpose of the Italiar

commander was to carry a holiday
greeting to his men in the first llnp
trenches, but incidentally this visit

to the extreme front gave an oppm‘-\

funity for the general to exploin
the lay of the land and why the|
enemy was finding himself able to|

hang on.
As the party moved forward it was
noted that the

mendous resistance.

Trotzky Protests
L.eon Trotzky, the Bolshevikl for-|
eign minister, has protested to the|

Germans against the transference of |

troops from the eastern front but
also has ordered Russian factories to
stop the manufacture of munition
He did not indicate whether his gov-

ernment would take any other step,

against German violation of the
armistice. .
Peace negotiations at Brest- |

Litovsk apparently are making little
progress. The Germans have de-
layed their answer to the Bolsheviki
terms and it is reported the confer-
ence will be transferred to
holm shortly,
majority party in the constituent a
sembly, the Social Revolutionists h
convoked the assembly to meet Jan-

uary 2, despite Bolsheviki disapprov-|

al,
German Savagery

German savagery has been called
officially to the attention of the
in troops in I‘rance. An
in sentry has been
his throat cut and an
“he must have been so

official

with
bulletin say
killed after capture” by a force of

Germans which surprised him., In-
formation of enemy lormrisn\_ in
driving women and children from

% \
their homes in the occupied sections

l

| Rheims sector of Champagne,
in| French have carried out a raid into
25.~—| the German lines and brought back

defenses had been|
highly organized so that any suddenl‘
rush of the enemy would meet tre-|

examine

| ice through local boards;.

Stock- |
In the meantime the|

found |

ing his heralded attack. Russian
advices telling of the German with-
drawals in the east add that some of
the troops are being taken to the
Rumania is not
taking part in the peace negotiations
and the Ukraine, which lies beyond
Moldavia and Bessarabia, is opposed
to the Bolsheviki.

South of Juvincourt, the
the

in

prisoners. On the British portion of
the front there have been raids in
addition to the artillery duel, but no
large operations are yet indicated.

1,000 Skilled Laborers
Wanted at Once For
Service With Pershing

Washington, Dec.

draft machinery "was invoked

| tions are

} ol as
{
.= The new %
for| creased
the first time when Provost Mnrs]mli

COUNCIL NOT YET

“We’re Behind You, My Boy, to the Absolute Limit”

READY TO GIVE UP

ASH COLLECTION

i;\[orgenlhulcr Favors Munici-

I pal Work &fter Month'’s

Letup

CONTRACT EXPIRES SOON

Provision Can Be Made to
Take Up Refuse About
March
‘While some of the members of

| Council said to-day they were sure
ino private collector would submit
a bid for the removal of ashes in
the city after February 1, it was
learned that the city officials have
not decided definitely to abandon re-
moval of refuse at the expense of
the city.

Commissioners Morgenthaler de-
clared to-day he is in favor of ash
collection paid for by the city, and
has not given up hope that some
provision can be made to have this
done., Other members of Council
I said to-day they would take no ac-
tion on indoning ash’ collections
plans unless it was recommended by
Commissioner Morgenthaler.

Mr. Morgenthaler said he had no
!intention of making such a recom-
mendation and that the only thing
| to be done would be to eliminate the
| provision for ash collections from
|the budget if Council intended to
drop this work,

“I do not think bids could be
received to have the work carried
on from the time the present con-
tract expires, but if the collections
were started, probably on March 1,
proposals might be received. Coun-
cil, of course, must provide for the
expense in the budget, if the collec-
to be continued. I think
that question concerns all of us most
as I believe the other members also
are opposed to abandoning removal
f ashes at the expense of the city.”
It was learned to-day that the

BOLSHEVIKI NOW
DISORDER GROWS

Lack of Authority, Objection
to Work and Poor Food Are !
the Reasons Given ‘

MORE

Fighting Is Last Thing Maxi-
malists Are Willing to Do
or Intend Doing

London, Dec. 26.-— There have
been occasional assertions in recent
Petrograd dispatches that the in-
flue and power of the Bolsheviki
was waning, but never with such
unanimity as in dispatches dated
from the Russian capital Sunday and
printed to-day. Nearly all make the
point in one form or other that de-
fection from the Workmen's and Sol-

diers’ organization is drawing con-
stantly. Among the causes alleged

are general lack of authority the in-
crease in drunkenness, the reluctance
of the population to work and the
scarcits of foodstufls. The main
desire of the soldiers 1s said to be
for peace,

The correspondents cite instances
of Bolsheviki troops refusing to

ater rates for 1918 may be in-
to the figures of several

years ago before the late Commis-

Geners o S Aa ade blic .|sioner Bowman recommended a de- b/
"'_“I. M : rn.“du mas p‘u ’!"'_ tn. ’4'[‘('2”“‘ to the present rates. If this
day instructions to all Governors|is gqone city officials said about

calling for the mobilization of 1,000
bricklayers, urgently needed by Gen-

| eral Pershing at once,

boards are called
questionnaires now being
returned and report as rapidly as
possible on the number of bricklay-
ers of draft age available for serv-
ice through local boards. "They will
taken either by draft or by volun-
tary induction into the military serv-
They will
be forwarded to the aviation section,
at Kelley field, San An-
. The purpose for which
be used in France is not

Local upon to

signal corps,
tonio, Texas
they are to
disclosed.

The order is the first application
of the special occupational classiflea-
tion provisions of the new draft reg-
ulations. The bricklayers in any
board’s jurisdiction will be assemb-
led in order of their draft number
relationship to each other but with-
out regard to the men in any other
occupation,

General crowder's letter to the
Governors indicates similar calls for
skilled men in other trades are to
ba expected.

Alleged Deserter Il
With Spinal Meningitis

$50,000 would be added to available
revenue for next year and will re-
lease other funds to pay for ash col-
lections.

IS HEARD BEHIND
CLOSED DOORS

Open Session

An open meeting of the budget
committee will be held this evening
at 7.30 o'clock when members of the
Chamber of Commerce and any tax-
payers who wish to attend, will b2
told the financial trouble facing the
commissioners in the preparation of
the budget for next year.

This session is the result of a let-
ter from the Chamber of Commerce
urging the commissioners to provide
for additional policemen and incieas
ed salaries for the force next year.

Testimony Regarding Ordn-
ance, Clothing and Supplies
Not For Public

Washington, Dec. 26.—Aroused by

;I‘:, L.. McColgin, secretary of the . &
| Chamber, sent out letters to al!|reports of shortages of winter cloth-
| members requesting them to a:tend |ing in National Army camps, the Sen-

the open meeting when the que:
will be discussed. An execuuve ses
sion of the commissioners may be
held after the open meeting, it was
said.

J. Horace McFarland, secretary of
the Municipal League, yesterday said
the only reason the councilmen have

tion

ate Military Affairs Committee - to-
day in resuming its investigation in-
to Army conditions adopted a resolu-
tion requesting the Secretary of War
to immediately ascertain conditions
by wire, supply deficient troops and

e

suspend departmental routine if nec-
eseary, by direct purchases from
sources near the camps.

| for avoiding the ash problem is that
{ they are afraid of thé results when
‘lhr‘_\' come out for re-election, Othe:>

residents of the city predict a retura
| to
| in

seas forces and National Army camps
were described to the Senate Mili-

the old conditions which existed
the city years ago with publiz
dumps on many of the vacant lots, | jnquiry into- war operations.

| du uen-
with paper and other refuse s(‘nul(‘r-{erul officers of the National Army
| ed over the streets, | just back from inspection trips in

Conditions in the American over-|

tary Committee when it took up its

DR. C. T. GEORGE, |LAUDER TELLS

PROMINENT - A
DRUGGIST, DIES

Served Long as Secretary of

State Pharmaceutical Ex-
amining Board

~ AMERICANS TO
FIGHT T0 END

He Says; Sings Another New
and Stirring War Song

“Turn your silver dollars into

silver bullets, men, and shoot

3 ‘struh',ht.' Get solidly together, stand

| more closely shoulder to shoulder
| than ever you did as a people before
’:nml make yourselves shareholders
in the bank of humanity, If dollars
?wl!l give back a son to his mother

withhold the

again, don’t dollars,

i i])nn't measure your dollars in the
{| [ lives of men. The men at the front

|don’t hesitate when the call comes
|to go over the top. Each man does

{hig best without question, The talk

{INo Truce With Prussianism,:

march, declining to attack the Ukra-

; i [Continued on Page 3.]

Many Attend Farmers’
Week at § State College

State College, Pa., Dec. 26.—Hun-
dreds from every county of Pennsyl-
vania met today for the twelfth an-
nual farmers’ week at State College.
The sessions continue four days.

Since I"armers’ Week became a
{ fixture in the agricultural program
| of the college there has never teen|
a keener interest in the improvement
ln!' farming. 'To match this spirit
on the part of the soil tillers those
directing the conference are present-
ing a program of great importance.

During the week lectures and|
demonstrations will be given by 111
speakers, mostly men and women in
the employ of the state agricultural
institutions, or experts in some line
of work connected with the farm.|

SANTA CLAUSIN
FACING DISASTER: | AIRPLANE GREETS

FRENCH KIDDIES

American Boys at Front Cele-

‘brate Christmas in Howl- °
ing Snowstorm

I)[{L'NKENNESS%E\\' STUNTS CANCELLED

Score of Community Trees;
Youngsters Get Presents

Most Desired o
By Assocscted Press
With the American Army In
Ffrance, Tuesday, Dec. 25.—The
American expeditionary force in
Frarc celebrated Christmas in a

howling snowstorm which rolled in

from the mountains in the early

hours, continued all day and showed
no signs of abating to-night. De-

spite the difficulties due to the storm
few features of any program were
canceled for most of the festivities
were held in doors.

Even the celebration at the quar-
ters of the American air squadron
were carried out although a blinding
snow swirled into the hangar where
a tree had been erected for the chil-
dren of a nearby village. There
Santa swooped down from clouds
dripping white and with a pack on
his back stepped from an airplane,
His goggles, cap, red suit and sack
were dusted heavily with snow

[Continued on Page 12.]

Stefanssen Party Safe
at Fort Yukon

By Associated Press
Ottawa. Dec. 26.—~Vilhjalmur
Stefanssen, the Arctic explorer, last
heard from in a letter received in
March, 1916, has arrived with his
party at Fort Yukon, according to

. word received by the Naval Depart-

ment,
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remainder of his life to ‘le
fizure: aniont life to service for

raised late today if the temperature | morning hours he stole the Red Cross
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| the park officials, The Twelfth| opresentatives in the armistice ar-| was there at 4 o'clock, One-half | & 1 wonderful work in stirring 'Amer-

coming variable. street pool js open for chjldren and| i lcans to a reallization of what
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Tuscaror;B:I;ew;evd Lost

=

|
eif. ‘ i
The box had been on the newsstand |
for several months, During the [Nllﬂ‘

to Chol_(i Mail Service

Menn temperature, 30,
Normnal temperature, 31,

treasurer; Emory Bhatto, llbrarian;
John Howell, assistant Ilbrarian,

payable December 81 to stock of rec-
ord December 26, 1917,

a8 appraisers the property
of the Halifax Water company which
the borough officials want to buy,

soldiers without godmothers to write
to a given address,

New Year's in order to maintain a
maximum production on account of
the war,

G. Stahler, Harrisburg.
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