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CHAPTER CLXIX.

Phoebe stood clutching the Jjade
earrings and necklace Dick West had
bought her the night before. Her
little heart-shaped face flashed «
at me in vivid deflance, 1d between |
us vibrated the words nad just
spoken:

*“Yes, I've changed wnd you
can't change me back gain Re
member that!

I realized the tr what she
had just said. I change this
flaming, pleas coquette
back to the little Phoebe of a few|
months ago—the girl of soft lips and

sitting on the big couch with one foot |
tucked under her and peering up to |
smile a shy “Hello!” As {f it had |

been only yesterday, 1 could hear|
Neal's reply: . |
“l1 thought you were just a k!L"”
And Phoebe's: |
“I'm a grown woman—aeventeen!’ |
How they had laughed together
then and how happily they had sat
side by wside, finding each other and
forgetting in the joy of that the
hurt of the thorough snubbing Vi
ginla had giv eal for his p:

calling her “Virglala,” |
awkwardness {in stum-
Dalton’s name.

ght, I suppose,
but even those
reaching out

sumption
and fo
bling on

lidn't
young things

two
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