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Head Centre of Radiealism in
thie IHowse,

Speech of Mr. Stevens, of Pz,

HE STRIPS FOR THE FIGHT.

Mr StevEss said:—A candid examination
of the power and proper principles of re-
construetion can be offensive to no one. and
may possibly be profitable by exciting en-
quiry. One of the snggestions of the Mes-
sage which we are now considering has spe-
cial reference to thia. P srhaps it is the
}H'llh"l] ile most interesting to the people at
this time. The President assumes, what no
onee |!|uul.l~, that the Inte rebel Sutes have
lost their constitational clations to the
Union, and are incapable of representation
in Congress exeept by permission of the
government. It matters but little, with this
admission whether you call them States out
of the Union and now conquered territories,
or asscrt that, heeause theconstitutinn forhids
them to do what they did do thev are, there-
fore, only dead as to all national and polit-
ical action, and will remain so until the gov-
ernment shall breathe into them the irr. ath
of life anew and permit them to occupy their
former position—in other words, that they
are not out of the Union, but only deard ear-
Crsscs lt'm;: within Iha- Union. In either
case it is very plain that it requires the ac-
tion of Congress to enable them to form a
State government, and send representatives
to Uongrese. No lLody, 1 i-t']u‘\l' pre tends
that with their old constitution and I--rn|- of
government they can be permitted to elaim
their old rights unde r the constitution.

They
have torn their consti tutions into aoms, a ml
built on their foundations fabrics of a totally
different character. Dead men cannog raise
themselves; dead States cannot restore their
own existenee ns it was. Whose especinl
duty itistodo it? In whom does the eonsti-
tution place the power? Not in the judicial
branch of the governmoent, for it only aiju-
dicates, and does not prescribe Inws.  Notin
the Executive, for he only executes and ean
not make lnws, Not in the commander-in-
chicef of the armies; for he can only hold
them under military rule until the sovereign
legislative power of the conqueror shall give
them law. There is fortunately no ditficul-
ty in solving the question,

There are two provisions in the eonstitu-
tion, under one of which the case must fall.
The fourth article says, “ new States mayv be
admitted by the Congress into the Unior
In my |n|n§-'m- nt, this is the controlling pro-
vician in this ease. Unless the law of na
tions is a dead letter, the late war between
two acknowl rl‘_’--nl ]-1'1“2-'!’1'1’!1—. severad their
ariginal compacts, and broke all ties that
bound them together. The future condition
of the conguered power depends on the will
of the eonqueror. They muost come in as
new States, or remain as conguered Proy-
inoes,  Congress—the Senate and the Honae
of Representatives—with the concurrence of |
the President, i= the .:;ﬂ_\' power that ¢an
act on this matter. But snppose, as some
dreaming theorists imagine, that these Statee
have never been out of the Union, but have
only destroved their State governments, so
as to be incapable of political action, then
the fourth section of the fourth article ap-
| plies, which says, “the United States shall

)

-

I)E(‘-EM BER 23,

reprgaentation, and  thus  continee the re
publican ascendance. If they should re
fuse thus to alter their election laws it would
redoce the representatives of the late slave
States to about forty-five and render them
powerless for evil.

It is plain that the amendment munst be |

consummated before the defonet States are
admitted to be eapable of State astion. or it
never can be, The proposed amendment to
allow Congress to lay a duty on ¢ XPorts is
preesely in the same sitoation. Tts i impor-
tance cannot well be overstated. Tt is very
obvious that for many vears the South will

not pay much under our internal revenme
laws, The only article on which we can raise
any considerable amount is cotton, It will
be grown largely at once.  With téen cents
per pound m'gnn duty, it would be furnished
cheaper to foreign markets than they conld
obtain it from any other ]-m of the u.r"”
The late war has shown that, Two millions
of bales exported at five hundred ponnds to
the hale, would vield S1O0000 0060 This
seems to be the chiefl revenue we shall ver
derive from the South, Besides, it w
a protection to that amonnt to ¢
manufietnres,  Other propus
—to make all laws uniform, to prohibit the
.'L“l:!rtpli s of the rebel debt—are of vital
impaortance, and the owdy thing that can pre-
vent (e combined foreesof oo pperheads and
secessioniste from Jegislating aainat the |
terests of the Uniow whenever they may
tain an accidental majority. But this is 1
all wy ght to do before these invetor
rebels aré invited to participate in onr le
Intion,
four millions of slaves without a hut to =}
ter them or a cent in their pockets.
fernal laws= of dlavery have prevented them
from acquiring an edneation, or from und
standing the commonest laws of contract,
from ms r_rin._: the ordinary busines of life,
Thi ngress is bound (o provide for them
until they can provide for themselves,
we do not furnish them with homesteads and
hedee Ih--m rond  with protective laws, if
we leave to the legislation of their Inte m
ters, we had better have lefl them in hondage
Their condition would be worse than
prisoners \ndersonville. If we fa
this great duty now, and when we have the
power, we shall deserve and receive the exe
cratious of history and all future :

Two dm.;- are of vital importance: 8ot
establizh a principle that none of the rebe
States shall be counted in any of the amend-
ment= of the constitution until the \ are dulv
admitted into the family of States by the law
making power of their econquerors. For
more than six months the amendment of the
constitution abolishing sl-very has hoen rat
i'1--n! P-v the Legizlatures of three-fourths of
the |t| 5 Ih it acted on its passage by Con-
gresa, which had Legislatures or which were
State= capabile of

uld he
domestic
od amendmcnt

ur

(]

Or

il

)
.

acting or requiring to act
on thot que «tion. [ take no acconnt of the
aggregations of whitewashed relwls. who
without any legal authority, bave assembled
in the capitals of Thr late relel States and
simulated legislative bodies: nor do 1 re-
gard with any rm;md the cunnimg by-plas
urt}: which the v deluded the Secrs tary of
State by frequent tele zraphie announccments
that ":‘i--ut‘ Carolina  had adopted the
amendment.”  “ Alabama has adopted l]':-
amendment, being the twe nty-seventh State,

&e.  This was intended to delude the peo-
ple, and accustom Congress (o hear the
names of these extinet States as if they
were alive, when in teath they have no
more existenee than  the revolted eities of
Latinm, two-thirds of “h--n peaple wers
eolonized, and their property  confiseated,
and their right of citizens “'I' withdrawn Iy

| muamntee to every State in this Union a Re-
publican form of government,” Who is the |
United States 7 Not the judiciary ; not the
Pres<ident, bt the OV ereign of the
Represenia-

IMIWIET

| tives in Congress, with the concurrence of

| ernment,

the Exeeutive. It means the political goy-
the concurrent action of both
branches of Congress, and the Execentive
The separate action of each amounts to
nothing either in admitting new States or
in guaranieeing Republican governments

Inpsed or sutlawed States.  Whenee springs
the preposterous idea that either the Presi-
dent, or the Senate, or the Mouse of Repre-
sentatives, acting separately, can determine
the right of States to send members or Sena-

tora to the Congress of the Union, To prove
llm\ they are and have been out of the Un-
ion for all legal purposes, and are now con-
quercd -.ull;w te, sulyect to the absolute dis-
iwsal of Congress, L will suggest a few ideas,
m-l adduce n few authorities. If the =o eall-
ed Confederate States of America were an
independent  belligerent, and were 80 ae-
knowledged by the United States and by
Europe, or had assumed and maintained an
attitnde which entitled them o be consid-
ered and treated as a belligerent, then dur-
ing such time they were preciscly in the
condition of a foreign nation with whom
we were al war, nor it necessary that
their independence as a nation be
knowledged by us to produce that effeet.
Mr. Stevens then quoted from Mr, Jos-
tice Grier in the prize cases all the Jaws on
those points.  After such clear and repeated
decisions be sadd, it 18 something worse than
ridienlons to hear men of respectable stand-
ing attempting to nullify the law of nations,
nd declare the .“;\||ir1 me Court of the United
States in ETTor, hbecause as the ounstitution
forbids it, the States could not go out of the
Union de facts.  ARer procesding further in
his argument he remarked it is obvious that
the first duty of Congress is to pass a law de-
claring 4he condition of these omside or de-
funat States, and providing proper civil go
ernment for them,  Since the conguest they
have been governed by martial law,  Mil-
itary rule is necessarily de -]u.ti‘ and ought
not L -n-u-—t longer than is albs wlutely neces-
“ 1|ur- are no umph\.n- tlnl the

ia

nc

\r..

JOHN B. SMITH, |1 ofhes pronee vl o g

|-.rt'u;-|.v in a2 constituti inl
||11-n! for some vears, | know of no arrange- |
ment g0 proper for them as territorial gov-
ernments.  There they can learn the prinei-
ples of freedom, and eat the fruit of fonl re-
bellion under sach governments.  While
clecting members to the Territorial Legis-
Intures they will necessarily mingle with
thoae to whom Congress shall extend the
right of suffrage. In the Territories Con-
gress fixos the qualifications of electors, and
I know of no better place nor better ocea-
sion  for the conquered rebels and the

govern-

Coll=

|
1
‘ quire when the doors shall be reopened for

red to practice justice toall men and ne-
custom themselves to make and to obey all
lawa.  As= to these famed rebels, they cannot
it their option re-enter the h-‘.n'.'rl: which
they have disturbed, nor the garden of Eden
which thevy have deserted, as laming sworids
wre pet at the gates to sectire their exclusien
It becor important to the nation to in-
heir admission.  According to
ment they ought never to he |
capable of acting in the Union, or being [
counted as valid States until the eonstitution
shall have been so amended a= 1o make §
what its framer intended, 20 at (o secure a
wrpetual ascendancy to the party of the
‘_ nion, and =0 as to render republican gov-
ernment firm and stable forever. The first
of these amendments is to change the basis
of membership to actual volers,

Now, all the colored freemen in the slave
| States and three-fifths of the slaves are rep-
resonted, though none of them hay
The rebel States have nineteen  representa-
tives of ecoloned slaves. I e
now free, then they can add for the other
! two-filths thirteen more, making the slave
representation thirty-two, | suppose the fres
blacks in those States will give ut least five

my | lu},’-

recognized as

¢ Yolgs

the wlaves

BLANK BMYWKS, GOLD AND |

more, making the representation of non-
{ voting people of color sbout thirty-seven.
The whole number of representatives now
from the slave States is Feventy. Add the
other two-tifths and it will be L'i',_'_]ll_"*‘[ll'!'l‘
If the amendment prevails, and those States |
\\'tbip-'d th right of suffrage from persons
eali T, will l‘!l«h}“l about 11!1?[_\'-‘4'\'1 n,
leaving !hn'm but forty-five, with the appor-
tionment unchanged. The cighty-three
Southern members, with the democrats that
Il in the best times be elected from the
rih, will always give them a majority in
| (ongres: and in the Electoral College. |
hev will at the very first elaction take pos-
Esslon | " the White Flouse and the Halls
of Congress, 1 need not depict the ruin .
that would follow. The assumption of the
rchel debt, or repudiation of the federal
debt, would be sure 1o follow. The op-
wession of the freedmen, the re-amend-
ment of the State constitutions and re-estal-
lishmant of slavery, would be the inevita-
ble result. That they would scorn and dis
regard their present constitutions, forced
'u|-'n them in the midst of martial law,
| wou!ld be both patural and just. No one
| who has any regard for the freedom of elec-
| tions ean fook upon those governments,
forevd upots themn in duress, with any favor,
| If they shoald grant the right of saffrage to
persons of color, [ think there would al-
ways be Union white men enough in the
South, nided by the blacks, to divide the
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conquering and avenging Rome. Tt is equal-
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that it should now he solemnly decided what
ey recreate  and reinstate

provinees into the family of states,
invest them with the righits of Ameriean oit
izens.  Itiz time that Congress shonld as |
sert ita sovereignty sasume something of
the dignity of a Roman Senate. It i= fortu-
that the President invites Congress to
take this manly attitnde.  After stating with
grroat fr.m]-m- 2= in his able message his the
which, however, is found to be i prae-
tieable, and which I believe very few now
con«ider tenable, N he refers the w Iu,-l-' matter
to the judgment of Congreas,

If Congress ghould fail firmly and wisely |
to discharge that high duty, it is not the |
fault of the President.  This l'-m'rl s OWeR
it to its own charneter 1o set the seal of re L
robation upon a doetrine which i= becoming
too fushionable, and, unless rebuked, will be
the recognized principle of our govornment,
Grov, Perry and other Provisionz] Govern-
ara and orators proclaim that this is the white
man's povoarnment. The whole "“|'|I"r‘h' ad
party, pandering to the lowest prejudices of
the ignorant, repeat the euckoo ory “This

!\141!“ man's government,” Demn
saf all parties, even some high in au-
thonty, grovelling, shout “ This is the white
man's government.” What s implied by
this? That one race of men is to have the
exclusive right forever to rule this nation
and to exercise all acts of woverei:
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peop le, as our Bouthern tyrants are attempt-
g o D he filled the Rea Sea with
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with dend carense=, Mr
[ trust that the republican party
alarmed at what } An =aving.
do not profiss to aln-;ik their sentiments, nor
mist r?w-_', he held responsilite for them |
speak for myself and take the responsibility,
amd will tie with my intelligent consti-
tuents, This iz not white man's govern-
ment in the exclusive sense in which it
wsed, Tosay so is political blasphemy, for it
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whole race of their fellow-men? Sir, this
doctrine of a white man’s government is na
| atrocions as the infamous sentiment that
doomied the Jate Chief Justice to everlasting
fame, and, | fear, to everlasting fire

The sommittee rose and the House ad-
Jjourned.
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AN ACT CUNUCERNING VAGRANTS AN
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ber of the Privy Conncil, was
anid pensioned with £50,004,
to reside in England sfter the death
wife, which occurred in 1817, On the divi-
sion of the Netherlands, in 1831, he woas
elorted King of the Belginns, having pre-
viousiy declined the crown of Greece. In
1532 he married the Princess Louise, the
danghter of Lowis Philippe, v whom he
had three chiliren [,\'np. d, who puccecds
him, now 50 years old ; & second son, the
ke of Flanders ; and a danghter, Marie
Charlotte, the wife of Maximilian, the Em-

P

violates fundumental prineiples of our pospsl
of liberty, This is man's government
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privileg the government innate
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eolor, Jut 1t would stall be eaal o Ly
weaker races, Ina

ﬁn Is)One W

fortunes

of s

Wl

i

Lorieds

pntry where political
X1, their P mr
white men, would great

fit did not entirely prevent the in

ITAvA

yndnivt with L34
modify

etice of majorities without the
in the late slave States, 1 do not
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right of suffrage declared in this city that
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said. the States bhad not been out of the
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Precident is far wounder than ther. He sees
the administtative action has nothing to do
with 1t If it is ever to rome, it most be h)‘
constitutional amendmenta or Congressional

tion in the Territorial and Eaalling acta.
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should mislead and miseducate the public
mind. Ther proclaim that this is the white
man’s government, and the whole coil of
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land. Ilis relations to his own people and
‘ the Gove of l'.-’lh![“‘ have
during a long reign amd
i mans ]--|J-’il‘:|4' agitations and
| changes., His administration of government
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Tiur Way o Tesr Tnes. —The agmy of
raliesl priovs 1= manifest in their Pl In"\!l“
tx to prove that their party and the
!-T..'\"“Ill accord. They expond enl-
umin after column to establish this by thowry
and by argumentd, when it ean in a day be
l pe rfoctly established by acts. Lot the r-ulir_aJ-
| 3 Congress introduce a resolstion apprving
of the President’s doetrines and pesition in
relation to the Scuth ,\:h-l £ ;frl":I.L' out his
| views. Lot them admit the Sauthern P.t‘[-f\“
| sentatives and enable I'resident to e
his proclamation of general amnesty, and
! then it will be yniversally acknowledged that
| they are pvr!--llt agroed, and of the re
ot TUction poliey there will but one
opLnion. This \I’iil b proof pesitive, and
is far better than the insane wriggling at
| present manifested in their organs.— Lowisnlls
* Chourer.
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