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mjryl think proper to it.so on uit.
h most fat..lv t "ToncouiP. ouch n
theory haX t :ixistcaco in the
daH; and barbarous rrca of the
worl.il whcf.t.'J iOnquf-nrcIain-

T? ana ArkautCZii; anuvhercas it n
iiijlavotf kill Tritj$ ccowan' tlit nicclind ijood or- -

- l f 1 lT1- - .1 I I V g ? 1
tlfftoriht to c

c.Tjujves .t.Mirv,r. jii ib rims i gur miuumoiu cnior.tcu in eaia
becu rx pi oW!l o n g 1 i r.od fTtUt&tca until.loyul aitii republican
tion? for many centurLTT; anOo J state govcrwtieftfr tan bo legally
nuni be hartf trTTHed ojc jniscnibly

property nam ellstn the states'
ofV iriniu, Hori)i C;rolinft, South.
Carolina, (jorgii MfiiAHippi, AI-- ;
jjbama, Louisiana; Fforida, Texas,

ostabliwhcd, tlclrfor6 bo it enact- -

Au Biirnincabce ;iho roVision.s of
luo aci proy it Jo bem rfft;ro pro- -

vnce : muik. tv ccraceal tho de

. , .X t Z a. -r

pa'rtv, Biiicq it certainly, did not
cbhtfrct'1 wfth "thd cons'titiition ' in

,,,,u 1 ' ' u J'; 1

liny respect:
,ti'Aftcr reading snch : a preamble
H;. wptiVl .nuturally,,
tiat tliOjbvdy of hje net jonajned
provisions looking to ,thq more
ualen'uuf6 --

protection of life' or
pr6prty,' bbt 'hre any toneh pro-visiou- H

to bo found there?, Xot
at all,,on the, contrary tho subject
U.never alluded to; what protec-
tion' Wo had by' our laws was
thkeh'frora ns; then' thb preamble
wis d mero falo pretence ;

: our
lrjotection: was confided. to the ten-
der mercies xf at piilitary despo-
tism. Tbb ten southern states
wre mado to comprise five mili-

tary districts., each placed under

deficient in infiiiaticm jvho ures od, lc.M X pccanlblo u usually em-ru- cIi

a doctrine nt the present day, ployed to Uilo&athorcasonB and
especially n applicable in a limit- - purposes ofthe'fctjjand ought to
cu governincnu x no coiiseiii!crvu a y inctiecinmivo w in,
of permanent conquest, after pii5Cj5ut a'9 iTouiuIed in. false as- -

has been restored, in simply UusxHornPl,?n nmr "WunCi in danger- -

the irovcmnt of the conourmrJ
HUperccoet ano tiKC8 tlio piact)t
governmcnt ol the conquered, tfexSrf
cept so far,athf cnnquerinir rftmformitiM of tb UbntttsKional
cr may icrnm mo laws 01 unjipnonHiep. xa,in-P.rf't-pia- co 11 was

not true thaPno Heg:U stjito gov-- 1 the control of a military command-ernmcr- it

extMedin Bhcstae of j er, probably in .imitation of the
MississippiE;ItT4 a cardinal irin- - exam bio 'set by an arbitrary and

.. . . i TT I

coiniucreu power 10 prevail, which
'A Ufuul'y allowed ns to mere rights
of iroperty, Lt'.iever as regards
pommal oi political rights. This

b , of thiblic law

if lb, ptotp u inclii4i u protection
of , life, ? Jiberty. and property, ,bp-or- if

exclusively to tho legislatures
of tho ' states5,

' and constitute ' tho
essential attribute if a i tiitc. 7 Tho
Jjrurjosiiion is monstrous that Con-
gress . has ;h o ,.qoii troll ing power
over thq internal affairs of a state,
arid yet these aits' go to the full
extcnt?of lisurpirig ttiat '

power.'To make tho absurdity tho more
glaring, look at , the condition of
Virginia,. Georgia and North, and
South Carolina; tbpy. were four of
the. original thirteen that created
the government, reserved the pow-
er to ''regulate the elective : fran-
chise, and to cotitrpt all of their
internal affairs. .. They, oro now
told by Congress the thing they
create: we aro suprctne overj-ou-

r

state government, wo will .' regu-
late tho elective franchise for you,
take entire control.of your domes-
tic affairs and. place, a military
governor over you. This is a
striking picture, but it is a true
one. Suppose such a proposition
had beep submitted to the patriotic
men who formed the constitution;
can anybody suppose we should
ever have had a Union? It would
havebcen scoffed at, and are their
sons so far fallen, so .degraded, as

give their assent, their counte-
nance, their approbation, to such

rule of government? ; If so, let
them, forever disclaim descent from
the founders of the republic.

Another section of the "original
act contains an extended enumera-
tion of auditions' on the perform-
ance : of; which the states shall be
entitled to) representation;, which
may be briefly stated thus: 1, when
tho .'people of the'state shall have
formed a constitution in conform-

ity with the constitution of the

ciple in onrVmuricaE syjjfenrthat
the right to statlisliigoVtHimcnt

evou mnco tno JConrruf fcrnpirtiests with t pcopUnit musWm- -

begftn to extend its dnjhioniOiinato fromJtheirtautiiority.KIn-(Hinuest- .
As a confetuenedfof faeed this is a universal DrincTnle.

acKnowicuircu wen thatriiic, mo conqueror
i.i--mn-- c

jiowcr ucr 11mb.cmHiurf4.a--4.11- 1

peojdc thaith-- laws f ft his aviiby the fiction of the 'divino rrght
U.his bCmiriOtei'Tirfient may give.

tin? general rale with regard tfSftpas practicaU)' employed
. .

asappli- -

v.

bitrarv or uniuuiteugorernmcits.f
Iiwk loes tho matter .stand with
regard to tho 'gf YernmeJit of the
t'nitcd Suites? It is a limited con

--v... . t . .
inoiiurciiivp, ajiu pcrvencu oniy

kings, a fictions which. Conirefs I
i i

I

table to ilsc4L T"
In 185 tKe pooplcbf MissUip

pi assembled unsolemn conven- -

tion nnd reinbdclcd tbeir conffitu- -

Jldmitted iin the1 Union. Fnd or

htitutional government, andinLtion so as ta restore the relations
that character, and inVtbat oaTjTtj- - h tatovithho FederaFgov-itjfcUperceded'th- e

govcrimenCohjrninent, thu atnended conAtltu-th- e

Confederate. .States; con?eltioii beingisfar 'aiore renubTTcan
qwyntly the constitution of thtljhan that oriSl'lrwhich had J&ren
Iniited States becameln'suprctnu recognized bv Congress as rerrub- -

of government over-th- e Souiflit-a- n ia foWn When the statesivai
eveu if it was a separate natiouJt4
tvfnnd of course when it wnias-ih- o constitution" of 1HG5 all.theithis is 'the 'protection to life and

dcr ennsidvration.' Tlic state gov- -

crnmcnt hau originated frohi tho

preroime, tlL people w!io
were omy Ulded by!13ie Prusidcnt

to deny tho) privi-g- e of the ha-..tf- t,

i,' .. . 'i..... ii....: Jtfl. i..: r i

6f Inciting further foier&iub&icnu Ltx
our rights by removing th barnor
7iganstf0pprrfsioris.r''opcdf. what
guarantee can "wo "Lav 'that Will

, athnl protection ? A partial plcdg
tiai been given" by some, ' repudiates t
by mliefs, ,1 iJut'.hovr (mli yoit rely
on the puwt sacred pledge of & party
which ban so shamelessly-disregarde-

their .obligation to preset v the.prin
einlw of tiiel Constltutjoa; ivll..
A tieonlo who. wilL disnlay , lirmne.

L i n resisting vppirifttrijef I Iwre a .mvei i,

tetter elianee to escaie it ia iu
than Uoseirho;powuiM;ticTK at iu
first approaek. and tiiko tlie yok
wfllingly. ,1" truth tho sure, and
Valy wy. to vscaiK? it is to rosM it,
by.nllConstituUqnal meaiis. . What
was it that secured our English t

ah
cestors the beiiefltsof Maijua darta?
A proper and unyielding plrlt of re-sista- nee.

Tliey did pot siy to King
John at hunnymede,? we will submit
to What you have done if you wlllgt

0, further: they knew r that would ,

be to invite additional '"onprvwilotv
They demanded that be ioi!ld re
trace his steps, and restore their an-

cient rfghti--
. 'And what was that

compelled Charles I,' who had viola-,tc- d

AltuJtnClartai t .'opproyo
" and

sign the iif i'tfoi of right or'-sccur-

Clirfrte-- r of ) liberty 1 ; A' . detexmlnoil
spirit , of resistance. to opprtvwioa,
Avhai "induced" our fathers of "the
ttevoiution ttf raisci tho standard ! bt
i borty, and struggle . unt4 jlhey

aeViievcd their freedom 7 It was tho
8nlt' i of :rodtalice. to- - oppressiojit
whit ' should always cluiruyteriBti
their i 1esCehdarit.! if tlie maxim be
true ajopboWi--

. h --

but to w Ul it,',' ,it w rtl-y truo
that for V people to be slaves ' it 1

onlrffor t.'"-,ni't-
o consent to it.. If wo

accept tlies e niasures as 4ieace of-

ferings yf w 'may rest assured tho
oppresiorH Iu h.l.will wot bo. raised
uutU hisgra

I-- Armly flxwl upon
us. Tdo notun n forcible reslstaneu
of course, which is always hazardous,
often foolish.';! in ? 1 we should,
in, a. proper inai I ne-VSl- rt ,and
maintain our Tights; t npvf.r
oohKenttoouriWron --liiej bouyi
could now exert wore Tlora JJfr
than she had physical' power,-i- f tho
peoidowere united Ov 'weakness
consist in our divisions. (

Our uuilM
remonstrance exprcsst'd4ttiroulJ
Conventiohof the J.pcopi l Mo
Southern States, (wtmld no uJi
meet a favorable response.' 1
videl as we are, nothing can v ac-

complished., . ... , , .n i '
By some it Ik said, oh, a Couv

tioiiwillbe-calied-aiuil- we. bad j
well vote for it. --Tlie man, who jw illingto inflict a volindiou th
Constitution of bis - coun try because
others will do so, put trifle! with .the
right ofsuttiage, and proves that it
tnay be unwisely bestowed... vefi
the freedmeu, if theyi eonsultj tlielr
true interest, should oppose a Con-
vention. They hold their 'froedom-by- ;

Constitutional guarantees, flrt
by the Constitution of the Stateand
secondly by-th- Constitution of th
United States. . ; Tbeso reconstruction
acts are founded on the idea that tho
State Constitution- - is void, and 'of
courso the act of .the Legislature
which nit ill ed the amendment to the
Constitution of the United States is
also void, and they are not legally v
free. But if this v were not. so, by
voting for a Convention they but
2nvctCongioswitfi power! to abol-
ish all Constitutions at pleasui'e.ahd
then what guarantee' havo tliey for
tlit-i- r freedom'?:! If t they 'give: fhe4r
sanction that Coiigrvs may dq what-
ever it pleases, regardless of tho Con-Ktltutio- n,

t may ileeift It1 propbr to
declare them slaves again, oj-

- it may
drive theni from the ccmntry. Their
policy, therefore, l i to liold on 't
what they , have got; t The right jof
suffrage Will; soon be conrefred ' ox'

those of them who may acquire prop-
erty, by the. voluntary, act of. the
people' with whom they Jive. "

Ciiief In the Catalogue of evils most
dreaded, it would ?eem, it confisca-
tion of property. And has li come
to thH that a portion of the Ameri-
can people,, living under the .Consti-
tution of the United States, are afraid
of having their property confiscated
by act of-- Congress for acts done be-
fore the act passed? Well, let it
come; let usurpations be accumula-
ted , uutU their - united enormitien
sliall shock the sense of the Ameri
can people and awaken them to the
dangers that . surround theni i;Kx--
tremes always bring counteraction,
and great-- ' reforms in' government
spring from great abuses; 'of power.
Such a reform we now much need
to restore the Constitution ' to' itw

purity; i Mr. Stevens;. no doubt, ced

his confiscation schemo to
alarm the South into acquiescence
in measures which 'lio knew to be
unconstitutional..... Ha well Aknew
that the salvation of his partyde-
pended on converting tho strength
of j tlie South to. his party purpoe
through the fears of the peopTeTllnd
be did iio t misjudge human nature
in appealing to avarire ratiier than
to patriotism. 'But will the South
save Property by yielding all its ' po- -
Jitical rights? ?iurelylie Who thinks
so jnust i Jiave .taken,.. .superncial
view of passing" events '

place tho
ignorant misguided negrd iu power,
vith,. vicious .degraded jradicab
to control hinij and confiscation by
State action bi inevitablei i The freed-m- en

are dally .taught that the ?land
belongs to them ; secret association
.'havtf: beenl ifdrmelt throu gout i thb
South to bnulcatathls doctrines An
act of 'confiscation " lacked but on
vote in theaTenneeeIiegisIaturtto becomej&Jaw, ami it Js now con-

fidently expected that it will bo pass-fr- d

at:thcj'vnext'feess!o-fl- r Tt! Is much
safer, therefpre,tn risk jCtongrcsioiv
al confiscation, sinee the process will
bo found farmoro diflleultV the judl-Cial4barr- ier,

thpush an uncertain on,e,
may still afford lis some protectioB.
If,' however,' thls! Congressloal sys-
tem pfgm'prnment i to prevail, wo
need notdead confiscation much iu
such a State gOternment as wo thall
bafsijthosejwho areiimpoing it upon
ns would not live.uuder it, and thou-kiuds'- Of

out'citiiens-wil- l leave" tha
t State j consequently!' our ! lands will

be worth very little, a none will
emigrate to the State except sucbr a
may come-fo-r poils,7 to-- be taken,
from either. the wldto or.black man,
or both.
1 "It "should be rcniehitered1iy thoiflo
who think jt rightto take part In tho
Convention, tlat 'theyrcannot:ex-pec- t

tocontiol ,alxKly ..elected by
sucli a constituency

1 And their mo
live, althougli'lt mty Iki avgondoni9
Iwes all itforee;frm thoj fact that)
this la not, to lc a Convention In the
true sense of the term ; it is to 1k sim

vv. uni-.- i j i.-- if a i
well have formed a Constitution? lb?

s tco2,:Ti-St-
n on tPAnr;;

' ;

uuryiis, ioou. v iiu.u it, iiuu
civil government is a mere
i'pv. "Either histnrv is !:ilso nr jl

Ti.KMsV
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AN ABLE REVIEW OF TIIE RECfJN-STRUCTIO- N

LAWS OF CONGRESS,

AND AN EARNEST PROTEST A--

GAIlTTnORRATIFICATIONBY ;

TH OELEF MISSLSSPL

U. "WoimiiNdToN', ,Fi., ,

F.d. (Columbus) MI. Index:
You haveJLint' communicated

i ine trio.Uirttel i: Jlfiyoiii-sel- f

lid other citi.cnsof your vft init v,
tat I hiidd a(hliiss tho nblV
Drouth the press on 'the Hubjoet
of reconstruction under tlio Con-rssion- ul

janj.triuv subject is
'n of reat importance, not only

L regard the pivsent, Hal. the
1'u tire also, and It h:H received the
ino?4 delilritrato and impartial ro-ilect-

that Ivan able to bcUw
'Jpouit. Wiiilst I kimw there niv

;

h .mot our citizeuH who honeM y
1 1 1 11 .! v 1 Ii tint vol I Iiii'.i vnfli. I

. . y-:- r "" :
'viv'iu r'nmuoiu'c in me correctness
of my position, and the correct-
ness of the reasons on which it

' to o mute, vHllftrg, to
Mibhilf rttt'iu t then'stv M' 'piibifc

f

scrutiny.
j

That I am in f.ivor ofh jut and
honorable restoration of tho Fniou
as it Vss.Vi.nfiod.Tilr,r hi!F-lu- bt..un K.,o ; .r nS..... ....yuiiy J

m. r .u 'f ,
l.mon was nuiyI . . . . I . I'll'.. Dlticcompiisii.1 . I . . .

i

. i .! : i itMill ri I I II I lll'lll III I Ml' I TV 'I 1 ' '' at--- , I .'I' l II V f

;ind had tho question been. permit-
ted , to tTstrthci;e vuur ,tmdition
would Uihwi Vi ii'tt we
hould have haa state,of harmo- -

nv wo needI never expect toattain i

The phur adopted,- - bow over did
not suit tho radical part v. Our
Member wyre first excluded from
their seats, and then what are
known m tli in II tu--y

rjconslr ac-

tion bills Were passed' hy d ftody
which ought never to have been
recognized as tho .(JongVcsa IF the
Vniteti States.

It i.4 not MifjrtUlng that a por-
tion of a people impoverished, de-

pressed, bearing" all tho burthens
of government, but deprived of all
its blessings and even of equality
under it should have at first maiu-festod'- a'

'lliftgnes;iZ Cqrtiefcce
i n a try in enstrres w fi 1th' sCc'tncil ' U

hold out even a delusive hope of
relief. i'Wlien they sHainiavc'had
nmplo time and opportunity to re- -

.Jlect,I ink them tQ pauoji nd con-
sider what may bo the "effect of
carrying out. their hastily express
cd opinions, and therr; to ado)t
that course which .their, deliberate
judgment may dictate."

In discussing this question it is
necessary in the outset, to. correct
n fallacy which has been urged by
some who still cling to the explo-
ded idea of dlio rightof secession,
inasmuch as they p ft) less to find
in it a Sort ofjnstirieation of Uyir
former course! 'And this1'" falso
theory tuny have J!id a very1 ex-
tended influence. It h'asbqcn said
in some of tho .public' prints, nnd
el sew hero,' that wo had. a rigiit to
recede, we did seocdo and become
n separate ond foVeign natiqn, and
being conquered, wo are bound to
submit to whatjoycrnn thqeon
qucrjr may think' proper tov im
po;o on( us--;

'.Tho, truth :

'pf Hlo
jrcmi.cx, t y i tit h a t, ' w e J t a d ',a

light t Recede,, we Aid secede
ind become a. foreign - nation,
has never been admitted save by

few very extreme radical at tho
orth'who ha-- i adopted tbiV hcvo-- .

ry to just ify their 9prreA.iUo . and
unconstitutional acts. On the can
trary, in more than twenty instan-
ces tho f.evcral departments' of
IV I oral government. Executive,'
Legislative and Judicial, have rec-
ognized ..the southern . --Stated, '. as
having always been in tho Union,
Wo wt'rd ('ooqu.'ml then as a art
of tho Union, and not as a foroign
p-ti- cn, Vual wa.rscttcii by
the war.

J',;;t Kapp;, o it Were trno that
w.i bjid a right to socedo,, didjo
t '4c, and bocjiuQatcparato nation,
fha coih'1'.j!oh, .ittesiptrtl, 'tp bo
!.,." 1'kI v. oaro bound- to sub

i.ilt t such l:rui athccononcL-l-- i

no-M-Vd will pretend: ev en their niont
urdpntiidvoeateri admit ed )n Con-
gress thitt thtv' were tiottht t leader
pf the party Mtt Stevens, till adrftjt
theV are not. That such uiemlsJrs
bOiild reconcile their votes w ith their
oath to pnpport the Constit Is
.characteristic of a flexible cons, 'ienee,
and as an evidence also that th y re-

garded, the success of their part.v , as
paramount to their duty to sum,ort
the Constitution1. Will the SOutht rn
Ieople act. with a likeuliiaegard ifthe Constitution? This tliey will do
by Votine for u Convention Whfnh
is to be but the means t of i

gtring '
strength to the radical partwayfreedmeu with the rightof sufTrage which was the leadirtgob-jot)o- f.

their aeta, : ?
,

. . , -- .

. It would le well for the Southern
people to! reflect that a a minority
their, only security depends upon
protecting the Constitution from the
dangers which are always to be 'ap-
prehended .from the . legislative de-
partment of the government. "Mr.
Jefferson warned his . eountrjTnenthat 'all the powers. of the govern-
ment, legislative," executive and ju-
diciary, aro constantly' fending' to
the; legislative departments,, ond
when there concentrated, it is pre-
cisely the definition of a despotism."
Mr. Madison . was still . niore em-
phatic, i if possible, . in warning , his
countrymen against the "dangers to
be apprehended from th is depart-
ment. He said, "against, the enter-
prising spirit of this department of
the government tlio people, should
exert all their Jealousy and exhaust
alt their watchfulness." ' "In : these
acts of Congress we have . abundant
evidence of the wisdom and forecast
of these great fathers of the Republic.
Shall we yield our acquiescence, our
approval of these great and glaring
i novations on the Constitution ' by
voting, for: a convention? If any
truth is settled beyond doubt, .it is
that the people, the source of power,
should resist by all peaceable! means
in their power, every eneroachmeut
on their supreme will expressed by

i tho Constitution, however the
. . . . slight. ..A I i !LI. il.lusiauco. or piuusiuio. ine , preiexi;this is their only security,' The in- -

comes a -- precedent for to morrow,
"What to-d-ay is fact, to-morr- is
doctrine, and If the precedent does

SZ'jr'MSone innoation to another until the
whole charter of our liliertiesis swept
Into the terrible vortex of political
ambition. These remarks are just as
applicable to the "Northern as to , the

-- . .
(iinstitutmrr- - Inm

not already 'been destroyed, It, needs
but their approval or these extreme. . t i .i . .measures 10 couipiuic tneueHecruuon.

The Judicial department, it ii true,
wa.s intended to be a check on the
dangerous spirit "of aggression, but
that department is weak, and com-
posed of men, frail men, who but too
often tiehd before- - the turlHiIence of
faction, and Will sometimes be found
not altourether free from party bias.

Resides, the judicial atm may be rnvr--
alized by the overwhelming ln)wer
of legislative usuriiation. so that at
last the people must depend upon
vigilance for tlreapreservation. of their
Constitutional liberties. (1 ,

It remains to notice some or the
reasons urged for the acceptance of
these measures, some of which pre
sent to my mind the strongest possi
ble reasons why we should reject
them,, . i v . . ,, ...... .

Some will say, If we do not accept
these measures, we never shall get
our members into Congress. And
will you compromise your Constitu-
tional right to have your representa
tives In Congress-b-

y

establishing a
precedent which may be used to ex-
clude your representatives at any
time as it natty suit - the whims and'
caprice of a dominant party ? Such

policy would amount to an- - abso- -.

lute Surrender of our Constitutional
right, and to substituting in its place
the discretion or a majority in Con
gress.' 'mis consideration v alone
should besuoicient, to induce .us to
reject the plan. , Nor should the peo-
ple desire to have representation' in
Congress since it4s certain, witli the
elective.franchi.se extended' and con-
trolled as it !is to be,' you never can
send any one there who does not ap-
prove the entire Congressional plan,
or ii you anutiHi cuauw to eenu bucii
a$ do npt, it iH yery certain they will
be pronounced disloyal and rejected.
Your ' representatives, then , are to
become the instruments Which nhall
but rivet the chains of slavery ipore
firmly Upon you 'Iiookat tlie con
dition. of iTennessee ind lyo.u may
see the, prototype of what. is to be
yonr own eonditibn ;'she has not
single conservative meniber Of ICon- -
cress : iiot ojie who docs not go witi
the radical party to the full extent of
iia wurK or perijccuuoa.i Jjojok, - too,
at Kentucky, whose members were
included simply ' because" they were
opposed to the dominant paryr ii-.- or

will yoube,AUowedt --i. change
the form spt your --State, govern-'me- nt

so a3 to'finilt flife! right --of Suf
frage. ince by adopting these traeas- -

uro.ypu adinit that vngress nas
the Dower to bcmtroli modify or abol- -
ish iti at-.pleas- and !you 111 be
held estopped by .your . qwn . aer,
Your only security, therefo'rfei' is to be
found In persistently holding on to,
and iii demanding an Vobserva&ce of
your, Constitutional, rights. If des-

potism niiist be placed over vdui let
It . be. dotibJ.without your --exmsent.

tisissipplnow occupies the attitude
of 11.' 'resisted those "hieasures
Uirou' the trope chaaitels i of? an;
appeal, ;to ,,Uie Judiciary or relief :

herpeot)lo 'Will destroy the moral
orce. os her position by ; a veiuniary
equieseence in, them t ,mf r t

'Others again say; if wo do not ac--
ent - t !ipt 1 ; in esisu rrsj . Kfime th til a

Ivvorse will be inflicted on us. This U
I. t..;-.:.-

i.j ! : A l. : il. .! .1
iuiiiiJiuuuw jr uiituuviiu5 'j'to diseret ion. It is virtual v ayiaghi the radical part- -, we wi 1 surren--

ibur Constitutional ri it-,-" fven
f!ie fmictio?iftnd yery ;c-- i: --uc: of
our btutes. and submit ourselves en- -
tirely to your discretion, if you w ill
out muict iuriiit-- r injuries upon u.

taVcfcaryour power, but will strenstb

h'ranical fKirig of England, who
divided ther kingdom

' into ' milita-
ry rdistrict s (four. 1 1. believe) ,with
a General in command of cacli dis-tn- ct

The net proceeds to declaro
it chilli bo the" duty-o- f 'the

commanding general to protect
all person in their righU of prop- -
ertv. to'nnnress insurrections..i i -

'

disorder and violence,' and to pun
ish n eaiise to be putlisbctl all dis-
turbers

to
ot the peace and crimi-

nals.''. , Now mark tho broad ex-
tent

a
of this language; tho military

officers Was to do all this without
law; without courts, except milita-
ry conrts,1 without Jury: no rule to
guide him but his own will. And
.what. .little power was wanting to
make his will absolutely supreme
has been given him by the recent
act' of the' called session. And

property- - so isniK)iihly foreshad
owed by the preamble. If it be
protection to the rights of person
and property to placo them at the

fdiscretion of tmo maii-i-- to dispense 2,
witli the principle1 that ; no man
ha)l be deprived of life, liberty or 3,

property but by. duo course of
law to dispense with warrant
founded on affidavit as a pre-re-quisi- te

to arrestto dispense with
the sacred right of trial by jury -

7

...
mi 1 1 tan government is the most
tyranical, . the most oppressive
and the most insecure for lil'o Or

property, excepting only the des- -

potism
.

of an
.

assembly! ot
... tyrants.

ll'l .av I I I I .1 I I
o-u- niavu jnusi. uc ueiuuuu ipueeu
who can believe that protection or
good order was any part of the
orjgcct oi tnese acts. -- 1 nat tnen
were tho objects? .11 repeat, party
strength, destruction of. the . gov
ern mrnt. t It is, plainly to bo .im-

plied from . the lahguago of the
preamble,' that' 'coil griss" claimed
supremacy ovefr tho state goverri-tuent- a,

und this claim 'is nndb- -

guispdly set .forth in the 6th aec- -

tion which declares .tJiat , "any
I

civil government which, may ex-
ist in'anj of said states shall bo
deemed- - provisional only, and in
alL respects subject to tho i para-
mount authority, of .the United
States, at any time . to :: abolish,
modify or supercedo the same."
Thero is 'no' mistaking this Ian- -

gunge ; it amounts simply to an
assertion that Congress is uprcrae,
.and, can, abolish, ;cntrol, modify I

or supersede. the stato govern
ments at pleasure, for it has' been
shown that Hissi8siprrash8tatb
in thcpUnion; so recognised by all
tho pepartioontaj so settled, peyond
tho power of denial, bv. tho issue
Of tho war. If. this can'4 bo dono
wltli Regard1 to 'Mississippi; then
the same may bo done.with regard
.to,any other, state. (pr, allof them.
fl;

til furtijqr to prove that the
alledgcd' insecurity for life and
property were' 'not the evils lo bo
redrefiscd, wo.3ook in vain in tho
acta for any --provisions; requinn.

ecojtyqnton ,t() Q called to. pro-via- o

for ahy.furtiicr socurity thin
that klr'eady furnished by the laws
bf th--o Stale We find them; how
ever, very clear and

. explicit .
on

.a - a. a a I

.another .subject, and jthe, object so

cleqrly, pui' forth, we mjist take as
tho truo purpose of the enactment;
ikli'Uiat the hwrroe's shaH bo' en
titled-- ' to' Tote at thfe election for
members of the!Converttioni(and a
command to the.canvcntioji to. 80
cure them their votes bv.the con
stitution 1 to I bi formed,; and that
'Certain whites,'' hrilouhting-t- o' a
great number; hould ibd . disfran
phiscd- - Tcnv elparly; to give, tho

preponderance of -- 1negro f

In tho convention ' whibt formed I

States the ktiitcJ'-rndst- decidedly
and PcrEistcntlv refused to surreh
dcr. tho. right to regulate tho c-le-c

tivo franchise but reserved it to
each! state fur "itself:' i:Norvdid tho
Jslts rsiht tf con the 'rirrntl

fin L'VuJ.ntrestnn tKa iitViipr.tfltho
1 riglits of .their citixena..... We.know

that thn fortoml government was J
' ' ' ' '' '

I created by tho states and 'posses

il ' l 1 f..l t

viaio omccrswero eiecieu nnunue
state governxiient put in compjete
operation , fte state was recor me
ed as such ty nlythei departments
of government, even by Congress
itself, by the apiointment of tho
various r ederat: otheers in the
sttte, and.Tfuleed bv ihe acts un- -

in resting-thei- r proper relations j
. .....V.M...v ... I

i iu li niiy jv, iiMk-wu- i-

all tlmtfv:uiecessry. 4 The cmi- -
stitutioif drelares 'tkat "The Un i- - I

tyd St.-J-s stlall gttRriintee to each
state apoblican r;n vf govern --

raentcT-'n rtuo jUatun of course;
that iitiid tho pef plS in'establisJi-bg2- ,

spji ovrrnr-n- t: It, .dpes
npt s:ry the l'res!6ntshall Mo
this, orJhaC()ngrt slralKdotjt,
jjjst sucji Power lnxrrci.nd
byreiTr vdepartrfitiis tnay be
necessarv.rw'ill tho
fu a raujSle Con grc$ could do
nothiic nro leifhuatcliri than
give sJi aid. Tfuw government

deri no validity,
IjWo of iU-- , poworsirom tho aid
given to th'opooplo either by tho
President or b4 Copgrcssbiit it
derit--f RH itsKwers fruni the
conserlt C thepeople. i?apposo

Ltho iieople hartisscmbled In con- -
VenUoA and 4kbUsh'6id a goTern -

ment without jich aid. will it bo
TTretallalcC' thapthey had "notr a
rightH) ifeso?rru6 then there

--rnusfi loine mver hoTetbqm,
Lano; fvyr inoif goyernmeni is
UWcsThenr i ci)et iiLwasnot

had nolcgarrBruoihitlis.si(-ppj-
i

ostopped Vby
lv.ari&uA aew Ljra denying that

in tnejiexuacc was jne swiio
government s' established ade- -

quatoOor the KotcctiQn oiuto and
propVrly? Iftit, then ipm state
government in tho Union was so.
TrV thigM'Svoll ctiMrcng'a da
parison 4T--1 b ot cULilc'gvf Is ofcrimes
committed Jhlto Jcrsqn, with
iftt.VsaehusoualOr'any --dthirnorih
eraXUtBill) 'AM.KUOIUI

A very larger ranjority of the

bcon rytTH;trstt'l X- -' ifiilividuals
ofXimFavtrt d:tJltS of population
wltfc. m ) been) tlso wptcitK oh
ject .xcCcrrewl23aldfS)liqitado.

committed by tho blacks is la

iruu iuav -- iic ttvid lustintuu to
the cQn3ix?;rjTi of.thr:3 aimcs by
the marks of favoritism and in
dulgenco tciltdwldupon them.
Nor need we ?xpcci an. abate inciit

as tho same censes eist.? StilL
our goraiK,iia and L rg, wheiiJ
permitted tn.taknthc'y course, aro

bun dan tit 'f V .for;oar , pro- -

I 11 ii"V t. 1 I

inoiiMicu mere, u wasiaDiisnei
not in art nut as a w lc, with
audits irnarantees for t e proiec
tiol(ionif ' nicrtv ni4ljpropertyt

laimevcry person in tbei southern
states is entitled to fut!" protection
urrrlcr it. Either thisis true or
tlrr constitution' is noHn force at
all iu the south. . If fit i jijot in
force, CortgrtM 'lrn hot' legislate
for in . si nee e w to Jvgislate
is (fctivcMi frofn'is
with. nndqnly eo.extcnivp4 V?it I

tl.o Const ifiiTioii If, 01 the other
,a,(, it fim,Qiin ahc th;
the legislation of Congress

' tnn'st
bo in htrict snbordfnation tof.ii.

land cannot violato any. of. its
a a A''ai "

principle, or extend teyond 'the
legislative power grunted by it.
The government can' take no rnorb
power to the south than it possess
cs! J "A wn V tin n Wi tV-- th tt falTiicV
of northern and southern extrom

list who strangeh ch'ough have
united pi a common oorj-- j frjntri
they are aiding quvUijOthcrj uJ i)
davr ptist.'f ;.'! ,!) n't ; ,.!,. it

Having then disposed ' 6f Ihis
question, T 'hope satisfactorily. 1
shall proceed to discuss.bQub
ject before' ine. regarifing;b'fiCmrse
the State of Mississippi as a State
of the Union under tWCoiist-tt- t
tion.,., As such should, bc.pcople
ratifv; npi;rovc,-orb- y nny Act of
thcirs, wiilingh acquiesce in the f-

military reconstruction acts T For I

myself I njiswcr rrtoit iWUpbatrj fd

ly.in the negative, t Jlvi .doing4 lo
we gain nothing in tho-present- ,

jeopardize idf in ' lhe--( Yitthre. T,o
arrive at a.correct' Mitionjho
question propounded",'' tno general

Ucopo aUipury--
e Ot toolCJs

must bo understood, and these are
to,-i)- a gathered: frpMtt .iingtiago
cmplo3cd, and tho evils or ncccsr
sitl that gavq riso to tbt icftaci
ments. It seems to bo clear bet
yond a reasOnabloodcixbt-.toat'-r
these enactments !ono. ef two Ob-

jects must have "boeh 'In tview:
either' they wct ihtbndcT'tO'placo
the rndicaV'-part)- ;

VQrwpchftin
Piwer. by the aiu .vtlU-oeJiegr-

rote; or they t wcrdhtntendeduto
lead to tho ,uttcr overthrow 'of all
the' state g6rimcrnt9!hf, Wefl a
the govern men tj'.ojf l-ho J $uted
States, and to bulla un a conVoli

ict on- - thcn-- i
cU itipei.Jcrau.al it

may bo .dUUcult .to. sav: in effect
.1 . ,,' ' ' ' ', I. .XI .... Inev win accomplish both these

He nds if put into trscccssful opcralf
tion, and ikvk" " ceo m pi
nothing ercf An mcno
ct that certain r t frtU

low ' their action, justly
chargcabb vit!s '

, -- h x
suits. Ctoth eso u h c i v rarpo.Athen tho pwblcrofOIlsaissippi tTiro I

invited to civothoin sanction and
their aid; indeed they are com!--n

winded to X
,

ao!afUcr WlillK-- of
il I I ! ..Ivia nigu rispieasarQj0lf Uq,,ICf ;icalf,, with the thrfia.cfdereh'ir?.i
racasUrci if.t Uie? do nfcl r s
Keo then let A tln rsAt.I

. ,; at V i A;1 I a I

prove xno..jooject Jti 'nata: I n

United States., to bc iramed by a
conyention elected by all the male j

citizens without regard to color; j

such constitution must seeiiro to T

the ,K.c,!,nC the r;Kht of,u; j

such a constitution must be rat
ified, by. a majority of those. who
vote on the question of ratifica-
tion ; 4, such constitution must bo
Miihrmttt(! to jnd nnnroved hv con.N' " - i i j.a........ r I La I ...... ft I. .v.Mk--

- ' af a

must adout the co.nstitutional j
amendment proposed by- tho tint- -

.
I

i
ty-nint- h Congress as the 14th ar
tide, and 6th, said amendment
must have become a part of the
constitution of tho United States,
then the' state shall bo entitled to
representation'.' 2iot vonb of these
conditions has a to. a ,a . . congross

. . . tright
demand or tno utates: theyiiaro
wholly out of the rango of .con
gressional power. . ,

No w to vote
for a convention under this pro
vision Ss to admit, in the most sol-
emn manner ithat congress had a
rignt to impose ineso cquuiuons.
And why. bo much solicitude to in
vest tho negro with tlio right of
suffrage, so distinctly
throughout these aets as to leave
no doubt that this was their para
mount object? Was it that" ho
should exercise that' right freely,
and without' restraint? XCt tho
efforts of partizan emissaries sent
from the JS or th through tho South
to tell the negroes how they .mut
vote to threaten them, to bribe
thtm bv the heartless. "wicked a

promise that; 'tlicy shall hare' the
lands". of their former masters if
thev, will vote right, and to incul
Cato a hostility between the races
that is to end in perpetual enmity,
or in a wrar that will cxtcrmin ato
tho one or the bthbr,f answers The
radical!! party is the worst enomy
pf the ncgrp,4 as well as otjthpv- -

fnm on f
MA fcWw-ords'wi-ll suffice as to Ihe
eupplemcntary.abt; : It assumes; the
entire control oi elections in tno
States, and the right to" 'appoint the
office r&w ho are-- to hold them, wheth- -
or citizens of the.State or r not;. And
to complete the work or subjugation,
the act of the JiilV seslon of Congress
glves'the registers of "voters absolute
authority to exclude any person irom
exercising the right etsulfrage tluas
sweeping away the las .yestage, of
uoeny me people nau. '

Tne severAl i)roVlsi6ri.s of these acta
may be briefly summed ujr by them.
Congress claims absolute, unliniited
power; to legislate on ail the internal
aflaira of
sively wlthip the cognizaride of jhe
States-k-i- t assumes1 poef 't6' exclude
tho represeTTtatiTest)f -- the- States
.which theV are by. the CeUstitatlon f

entitled, to-j-l- t assumes the .right to l--

dietate.to the ieopie or ine fetaies
what particular provisions jlrey shall
incorporate livtbeirSf ate. Cohstlth- -
tions-t-he right to cause, citizens 10
be arrested without wdrrahte'ourided,
on affidavit the Tight to cause them
to be tried without jury ilieT&Iit to
suspend tho habeas eonwr--th- e right
to; deprive, them of lUe, bberty and
PtywlthrUttosubordinate thjamniJL4Hto eentrol- - lmxiifv or atKUsh jtateTVi

''cdn'stitatitm riW United

what I haVo bUr.WcS.'li' j adoMVtcnrdf ciViFT

U':Jaida..iaom.riS:tIitftho
1

emergencies: wo havo the samo
v un

1l ?0 bs'i'JlfTl h., '.In'.'lLo-TJnjo- n,

and our lawti;: iv'? -- nfi, crim-
inal, were faithfully administered
by such vZSil C:,rD IO2 d.
Indeed tacro is no complaint that
thVla'ws'vfi i. V K. ut 1. Tifnis -

!Lcre;i;,..nio,.ccir 'int0 u ..at.tuo
government wa$ not ''Ir?! find

governments at pleasure, In short to
' abolish' all ; Constitution dl govern
ments: State and Federal, and to de--i

Clare them annulled,- - and that:.Con
gress is the supreme power, and i it
rvKrli n o -- .I1 ikxk Krvii uobl In ark

mnnvwnhk all Constitutliiiial irtiv
ern ment abolished, and
Congress,. apumes ; supreme .power
over the national State governments.
Such an act would have been equally
as valid as those under consltieration.
vThat tlicsc facts. are Cou'stitutiorud

fl!l rnrix nnn-arn- t wkn i ?.l

rf.M2 tWaiiTroClhrnir:!
furnished by tho action of thb
do4nr..AiIt in
sending ,emjsarie9 to,; drill and
vorcco tho negro in'bif yot'.'.y,

fVlio'nr fnlc r artl'-- 1 ivitb a"
pry a mb to.intli pso wcrd i: rT,--l kvp- -

no lc-al.fc- t:ite

goveninicntfor.'
aaciualo protcctiiU lil'ccr

rpiy an a;sseinbiage- or men t record
he ediet.of Cm-re- s.: at; will , have

no di3eri.tion, as its notion is presert-f- Qi

lwt! u advance, and it- - meeting will
be Valii if If do !not Vhape Its action

..'i-...- ...i . --,fi..., i ;

ieyd!,-b- y itthkh it i.t ta.be uadcr-- l sea only sitclf powers as were del-stoo- d

that a rovemmen t Mtii'-iraa- t --atcdt' IV ' Thd iuteriial affairs .

,m?1 ir-i,- - 1 iujihi'hr


