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WANTED--A CLUE.
[Chambers's Journal. |
CRAPTER 1,

o Companion requirad for 8 young
Ty ; must be cheerinl, msiedl, and of
wwl family 3 salury, £60 per annum.

Sueh wak the sdvertisemmt my Aunt
Murgaret read out to me one morning
s we sat nb beealifost 1n her nest little
honse i London, -

1 sm the orphian danghter of o mis.
wionary, and my nunl & was the only
home 1 lind ever known.  For the paost
three voars T lind boen resident gover.
ness in o wealthy fumily in Yorkshire,
but my omployors pirsesproud  wrro-
Eanee ;mr- L L i for my & 1|'-_r. n]:--r'l!_
and 1 had to leave, rosolving, il posai-
ble, to try amd oblai o post as com-

WAL 0L,
’ Totnyle i by th
fored 1 st onee wrol

Jlimt salary of
wlidresa in

dieated.  Vromptly 1 1\--|=|.r-,|‘}
froin My, Poster, of lu-.;'.T Ciorton
fisil, Westernshire.  He stad Wl that
colpantonslip Wi i d for Ius
._1_|_I|,|_. Ltor, Miss Thorndyhe, 8 |i.1!-
onte il of wightovs, who res lerd with
Yo e Dis widowed saster, M, '_\I_-_.r-
roll, b bl s dear Inte wile,
having divd the previons year i
pidededd that (rireImnenis amd epes
dionitinly wyre: sitstaclory, wied peuest-
'.'-l'r\» 1 r 1 Lol over been
B Waostortlar, An 1 if 1 had any
Ericanls or tioms ther

I rophiod 1 s it stran
gor to the o all the peo
vle i ity and I was G
Joyed W reseving naficin o
tlie pot, Tor ¢t b
Lot v annt T eans,

{ 1 H { batlddine of
P [ sl in  beuntiinl
M Hats o Ll ont = ol fur
oonntry A ¥ I wom sliown tnto »
i " 1 v where s wididle
el rreetodd yme vor
I i nfrondneing hoerseld s M
Moty Ties Kivaedly bode g 1 todl

| | 1 U in ach of her

tl'
rlaineend it Itie s expected fromm e
i) o thum o b ot snldd, Vs
Afnde T SR M (i, **al
i el wirllingr W oy o evervilnns
t ' Pl i omae thinge 1 ennnot
SRR b of iy Hosehold
seipany sl S8 RTEI TR GO TN
,_‘I' i 1 pvedior thuet vy o vebtor
S Have uo fracasls or
i t 1 nrtuonad
i } Waost that Jdnrin ne
it} A 1
BT OF Y o
1 ' ! " ]
; Il
; el 1 s X sl
' f , sl o ronn
1 LR LI A LR ke
T O TN fedd t
| tor i} vierd on to speuk
t 1t
( i Fladsthy pnnof sor sire
v W i b oo | ods ol
T} ot ! i ]
H ol | tin k  LRCIE ¥ Moy i
vl wil o 1 t o fin
1 H 1 * I ot
bogw: t | pipe of 0 Dy
(LAY | | AL | A
ko | i sl ) Hi !
An 1l e 1
1 fcan L ' Ly i
drswangronin wi kol T C |
for dinmery, S \ i fragile=lookineg
erdgture, with bedin b aad 1 ]
ores § poe bonl g I iy
Flor tuisnicr W elihd b
b gon, Tt 1w vme b redievod not to
Bnd or e tine o il artige dad
Sl wis till e ol Tieg
tiedlion
Wi il pied] eveningn Miw
Muorrll ur [Tt Y | vl it
onn bl prbsstio, seconpanied by My, Fos
ter ot the violin, which e played vers
well Pkt d ot very Ky
shie soud groesbainehit, | fisre T wienl
torest 1 osatdown el Wik 0ty
annt du elowing bertis, ney g that oy
ton Blall was anovsthily poeradis
vor did 1 see reason to elivpaze my
optzon for muny weeks.  Esooa |
" rloarhiy it Iy ew  herine
Faith wns ko gontle, S0 nessunimg
gl S eonpsade pite Ut L was i posst
v wot t love her zand Mre Fostar
wried b for werss most Kol I wus
’ tevatedd ns o gettlewormnn wod an capand,
andb ey dtick were yory light, bBeimg

el !'._\ Loy
" Jll

carpinge, to play ddiits ot
ally 1o vend wlowd,

Wi 1 oot nax vy avned 1 simety,
althongh M Mortell riecived ada
aimonnt of calls from $he Bedies inth

e tithihorbiood A few qundt grarden

peartivs and e were th

omr dlissipations on Felith's saeeonat

wos alwosvs anchaded i nny

plessuny, aold Mr, oster minde

point of antrodneing e to ndl vigitors
Ihere was a ftite ol ehareh in th

¥ arin T whieh wa wll went o Sn-

divs, 10 wos a0 oade mid o hall aeross

the felide; bt we  psaally drove on

weevtnt of Edithe 1 lued Bien gearly

wiv tionths ut the Jall, when one fine

Sunilay ruing inJuly at foll to oy

bt tes gt churvely wone, for the first

toe sanee ey arrivill M Postor wae
v Dandon, Edith husd o hvailache, and
Mre, Morrell wenhl not leave hor, ul-

thotted she was urgent that 1 shonhd go

Tl s evior over, | wis retaendng aeeoss
the st fichl, whon 1 hesrd steps be-
Biindd e, ansh o genthemnn’s voree s 1

£ Mass Armiatage !
Finrnod rounsl in surprise, to seo @
yomane mni who w8 perieet strangoer

to e, Ladting his hat politely, he
bowped for the bonor of a few worlds
witd tiw

I wis buoth mzed and indignant,

s somewhst lortaly informed him thst
I wer pot in the habit of conversine
with total strangeers . so r-.l_\'ilu.'. I was
wilking o, when Le interrapted me,
and  bogeed me to listen for Edith
iy I'TIIII.\ Je's sithe,

“My father, Ur. Archor, wus her
fithor s oldest fricnd, Miss Armitage
My family is well-kuown in this neigh-
borhoesd ; and 1 Live in the noxt villags,
Littde Gorton, where 1 oam in partoer-
ship with D, Selby.  You are woll
kuown to mwe by name, mud for some
tie 1 have endeavored to coutrive an
interview with you 1 vain. 1 could
not come up to the Hull,"™ boe wldod, no
donbt secing awszement written on my
face, *The faet 15, Miss Armitage, [
love Fdith Thormdyke; but her step-
futher vonsiders my position inferior to
biers and rofuses to nllow me fo 80 ey
until she is of nge.  Doubitless you are
awnre that she will inherit a groat deal
of property.”

o T atrongly disapprove of dissnssing
these  funily  montters with o totad
sirspger, s 1 osaid, trying to move
wway.  “Alwo, Mr. Foster lll‘ma whiso-
Jute ¥ forbidden it, Good muruiu:.:.

“ Ope moment ' be pleadod. ** Edith
Thornkyke's very life I{III‘VIII']JPDJI upot
it! Hwve you heard the terms of her
wolher's will "

“Iwy are nothing to me, sir."

“(ih, but please, Miss Armitage ! |
entrest yon! Do listen to mo ! When
Mrw, Foster's first Lnsband died he left
ber some thousands ¢ year, in addition
to Gorton Hall and the estatos, entirely
ut her own disposal. She married
sgin, and died Just . when it was
found that she hud Jeft her hosband
Fih's sole guardian antil she shoull
be twinty-one, when she would entor
into possession of the Thorndyke
]u;[j:rl.y. In case she died before ut-
ti her mujority one half of the
Lm would devolve upon Mr. Fos-
r und haif upon relatives of the Thorn-
dykes. Even the half is a very

is
e

| e peis

| figtre at CGiorton Hully too«

will not be allowed to live until she is

twenty-one.”
L hin is dow t madness ! " Tex-
eloimed.  * Mr, Fostor is the kindest

and best of men—guite jneapable of
harboring  desi upon lus  step-
davghtor's Tifo,”

“{ know Lawrenee Foster; you do
not,” he answored quietly. @1 know
him to b bold snd enuning and nn-
eernpmlons,  Edith bolieves i bim sod
hin sistor; bt ghe in sadly deoccived.
1 hopidd to be able to enlist yon on my
side, Miss Armitage, when 1 heard of
your arrival at the Hall, T shonld be
glnd to feel gure that Fidith lus one
distuterested {riond in the honay™

“Lut I onght not to speak to you at
wll," 1 said, feeling very nncomfortable.
« My, Foster has strietly forbidden me
to grossip with strangers,

snd wos astoniihied to find it lighted u
by eipht large wax candlos, digpers

wout  the apartment, although G
Flnrn_ was carefully sorcencd from the

nvulid’s froe, T stoc ovor the thin

frece on the pillow sl received o fiint
smile, 1 could not help remarking,
“How light your rootn il L wouds
yon ean sleep in suel o Wl

S0 Morrell likes it," was the lan-
puid auswer, 4 She slways burns clght
coudles like that sll night, I don't
wind them, O, Alice dear, I am o
tived of lying here ! and U'm alwnys so
thirsty, so dreadfully thirsty ! Do give
me something to drinlk ! ”

1 ponred out & tumblerfnd of o cooling
drink from » knndsotne rod glass jng on
the table near we.  Bhe drank it eager-
Iy and sank bnék on Ler pillow an Mrs

* Boennse he is afeaid that yon might |

henr the truth,”

“pPut if ho is what you sy, why
loes b Im\'a- n l‘ulnp:lllillh for lus bTr'jv
dunghter nt all ? | must be a choek on
his movementa. | soe all that goes on
he never hides angthing from we"

< Pon't yonsee that your presence 18
an additionnl seenrity for bim 2 Tt dis-
wrms  suspicion.  Supposing  Fdith
well, died saddendy 3 people wonlbd may,
»Niiss Armitage was there ; she Knows
all abiont it'; and no eomment wonld
be exeited @ wherons it wonld Pl‘l\h.til‘.}'
seCT dnpelons— ot ull ovonts to the
Phorndy ke funily, whoan by o menns
satisfivd with the terms of the will—if
Faith wire to die while Living alon
with Mr, Fostior and his sistor.

bwr e it s templution to him. He

his nothing of his own.  Toen thousand
w your, st only one fragile girl's lifis
o the wov 1"
i st way the gpeaker's enrnestnes
ind vtmistakable sineerity began o
whe it Dopression npon me. 1l

funeiod onee or twice that Mr. Foster
i um:.-\n..l."'- elose sneveillnnes
over Filith sud e, Were Dr, Archer's
worda trie, wnd was 1 mercly o lny
v 4
Had I beon tukeu into society
1 r.h s, atd my proiws

warld ?

biv my

| e ded fortle to ull their acgmint-

aiees, merely in onder that my pres

Venee showdd digarm snspicion 2 ¢ You
have moade mis Wy b wlifortable,” 1
cundidly confess il

o Poliove me, Miss Armitage, Twonlkd

{ahen this cowrso but that |

ait iy
Wk Ly

wai eompeliod by necessity.  Ediths

| stopfuthior Lo suich s connple b s o
v over Ter twd it isdiffiendt to know
whet to do, Eut veny are alwava with
v, arnd eiin wateliover T, :

Pt 1 ame ouly o P eomponion,

Hiahide ¢4l pasn] ot oyt
P s bt 1 hope you will try and
e Jong as yomean, for Edith's
“f v ds very dolieat
' lebicsatst 3 sl 1 I ety
Int, o ks obiler, e hoadth will
robuhily improve,  Whers is really no
| resson, hin speaking, why sl
Teontlet med Hwe for mmtey years  bgt |
fir—1  fonr mmy thmes, bt elietly
pobecy, wow gl sogret, M Poster is
el o elemist, ool his il
rdend bett ¢ Raown  fo me thonn G
pve e Dittle Ceomiidene
i Knew s inedy ps 1 i
hvidtage, vou nhil
vosspieions Bt - b
l‘l I L} 'I-'I 1 ;[] 4%
w proof s Hgmingt X untir, and
Loretome  gsinat anter TR RLE
Promase, prv i L pnitate
thit o will miorin me of oy vihin
peguceions thut y o muy FRL IR it T
fite Mo iy o ldrwss
I hnstily tonk obenrd and
3 o ok OO R4 3 VR T
Maory Heasy ol
i sl lamghingls romurkedl
wrmton st hove boeon nn
* g, il in o0 casEnnl manner
i whint wi th lost §awekily, 1
Wi Dle to suipply elinpter snd vora,
ek i Wongsthiy entulogene of my il
worrhippors Il steack e for tie
firet time thut if, by elanee, T wis o
oviedd b o ont alone, eithor My, Fo
tor v Mes. Morvell might tind oiit, b
kiHulis ariestione v eyt I
fiwal i ey e done,

Fath 2o o pivti v pony o

Now thint suspdeion bad onee ontersd
wy tind, T saw gronnds for it overy-
whes, ns mighit lave Dven expect l.
Phe st aléurid fancios entered into
wy bead, 1 persinded Edith i sderct
tor ok her door af tght hefore retiring

v post, which slie huul never done b
oy Idonot ktiow whnt 1 expoeetiad
Vi ] 1pwn
wonpeless e §3otor T
tie ngninst woere far too whover tind sty

The I.r.-:-..utinu wilk o |
fouss T was fight- |

Thep: |
can be o dembt that the ey panst |

Morrell canne into the room,

I funcied that an angry gloam shol ot
e from nnder the widow's binek oye-
brows ; but, if 8o, she smoothed pws;
Ler irvitation before she pddrossad me
“Alico, my dear, it 8 most kind o
you to be heve ; but T loft my darding

pirl, g5 L hoped, to sleep.  She ismor
| likely to got o good night's rest if o'y
i# mot distarled by lnte visitors At
i o'elovk, please, 1 must roguest yoi
for the presont, dear, not o come liier
npmin. "

| llihlblf"i;’."l] nnd maid goodonight,
turming, howeser, st the door to ask if
Min, .“ﬂ.'l'l"“ did not think so el
light might have s distarbing offocl
upon the invalid

s Now, my dear Mies Armitage, that
ig not like your usnal common son
answered the widow sweetly,  ** Abow
all thinge, plenty of light is essential in
n sickeroom, whore medieines have (0
be peenrmts ]_\ mezsured ont, aned winey
at nny woment the norse may be s
raned to her pationt’s side. T showl
bie tumibling over the fornitnre

dork if the enndles were wot Koyt b

ing.

And now, my dear gi), T most
riquest that vou oo Edith

[ . Hould-u Mol ran
duwn stiies, 1o Ty seodided by
Ny, Postoy for my long aliscnee,

When o woek went i’_. anid Fedith
rew worse every duy L hocame seriots
Iy adamned, oud exprossod iy nueos
noks i a letter to Lie. Archer, which
!1|-.1-1] wyecld for foar of
T« e o beief note by
mesgenger o reply whith did not tond
to wlloy wy fears :

S Your aceonpt of ler symptous w
mosd nlurming, F ] ol
gl | trute, prl
eromps and  insath
are thie symptons of arscuieal o i
You st contrive to sionnes pHn
tiuns of all her fu ik medicine, null
Bt les thie v seenbe )y aaed borineee tl
Be in the fir Hantation
welovk to-morrow 1o et e 3 i i
mistior of el o

Yiom (LN T
w3 Tat Inckily ) ha
Wade it. 1 leokod ont sl the somal? Dt
floe Deondid ok, wosdiwodd oo ont
Pundby, o e tormiined too puat th

R TR CT )

et

wire i lents

woent oty

‘]l 1N _\ ‘-;| - i W,
f¥ers fromm peindi
Wairat BT

fhint,

it
termibied

LR T T

nv

o

1y [Mu Kot o ot

siom shiodld serve, At the same

( Lipnddby tlint 1'x

' pighit in'l HOHIESR O T

the ¥ condid gt poiscn Edith withon!

aptom e i | # n sl oul of ¢
.'1-:|‘- Frotosabwoml 11k

*nnt

W aiiuie 1,

il at b i

Wi te T
fos ity
I by foond angd medierne § o

o witiy iy own bteds 3 e 1

) utly oo frosh §

by oo & XWE) ik
T st 1o i TR RTTY
vt It prekding
Aradolit i lafehivn' to

I evnld ondy eomelamedie thet ot

{ il 1
it | TR TR |

o seerete sl po

of wlaeh adith pa
att o I il

i
drink which Mra M wd 1
Vi sler th the n tarings
night; alyoon portion o i |
pmlidinge which 3 oy e
bk for hor diuner, s ot of Liop 8!
ng aronght, smd o wineghosinl of o
o idtee he wos tahiaing cvery two i
wind some of the beeBte which 3§
<tovens had amdered for her. 1 paisa
wore peally beingg ndnnnistored it o
I pvsrmt inone or the othnrof i
I wlidefly suspected the remainus of 1

cooling dvink, 1 was young ond unse
3 l\llllll”"l' 1

I]l:--1:|-.nt-n|, il b
ovel render e e believe it qnit

| pessible that Miys Morredl slionld eir

the to comtenplate apything so foulish |

ar cotmonploee midnight wander,

U owill dooy emplovers the justice I

fortany thnd with all this 1 spent o d

hehtinl  summer, H;-I\' took  1ulith
and me to Sectland for n tweanonths’
tonr, wmd 1 geser enjoyed w holiday o
wieh. A more elinrning ri
than Mr. FPoster conld not be Then
woo went back to Gorton, aud setthel
down for Fur tim

0l

the winter, SO TE
ahsolntely nothing of apy inportiane
11 wrote oceastomntly s bricf,
pesssnrmg, enitions note to e Archer,
tt enrefully refrined from speaki

whon we oty to avert suspicion. 1

(TR A L 1

Lamd 1 ogrew duily more attachad, aud

wothing conld execed my n:ll|'|'l_\- r=
AL N,

Fuith lad been decidedly bettor in
Tuhth nutal shie veeeivad o severs elogl
i Novembaer,  Mes. Morrell ot onen
ent for the doitor, the same ol family
prntioner whio D] attewded ber fron
wier barth

L'r. Stovens wis o worthy man, aud
poee w skilfnl physicinn, no doul ; but
when ) saw ham e was In'nl'!.\' vighly
el guite past his work.,  Foeble, wenk
e sighit and hearing, the ol mag sicm-
ol more 1t to be in bed hamself thsn 1o
i emnploved in lis professional el
tv, 1 hinted as much to Falith, butshe
was quite indiguant, and reiteratod her
aesurnecs that she had wore confidenes
i Dy, Stevens than in any one elae, s0
I bl to rest sutisfied

ol poekets of arsénie pbioot g Too

| pocket to mdx in Edith's medivines an
foind, ns ocension shoubl serve P
v stmile ntmy ervdulity now.
& o diffienlt mutter to mect e

A rcher i the thy plantition nuobecryial
Mrs. Morrell D tiest o be evarded
and then Mr. Foster, who munifested o
most aminble and prosstg desire to ae
cmpany we in my galke iared i
fngzer, bt lostily thimst the vials inte
L young doctor’s bugsmeedssy tedimgr Do |
partrenlorly  snspects d -t
irink, He anformed e that b w
oing to send  thom ot ouee to an

went ansdyst ot one of the Lowdo i
pitaly, wmd it if thew proved toeo
vain poison he shoulidl stant iy g

o 4 ngristrate fog o wurranl,
1 codd nist control my feolings 1

vi e snftici ntly wiell to prevent Vi
coster remarking us he it ot eless
“Your walk to-duy did oot do yo
utiehs oo, Miss Amaita

oo b Lave dither s edela

mswerced. 14 was por
st with Edith all the mor
couty seemied to e vors .
tied, 1 had fregquent!y notioed !
rlogemess 1---:-~':nhr|: i, e dally wh
I fivet entered it in the mormng @ o
[ very often fomnd my bewd thie wor
‘Or o prolonged sojonruin it

“As soon o 1 Stevens will alloy
‘t ghe shnll be moved inth n larao

‘ soom,” hie nnswered, as if he wished t

Miss Thorndyke's illness deagged on |

with fluctuating strength,  She wastoo

delicate to slinke off anything easily, |
wid shie had  frequent relapses,  which |

sdly weskened her strength. Mrs,
Morrell nursed her most assiduously,
declining professions] attendanes, but
permitting me to help her fo the best of
my shility. But althongh 1 wasallowed
to be in the invalid's room all day, if 1
chose, Mrs. Morrell would not permit
me to exhoust my strength in night
s,
in n dressing-room commuuicating with
Edith's room, and there she slept, ready,
at the slightest movement ll(l the in-
valid, to spring np and wait upon her,
Edith a[m!u- warmly of Mrs. Morrell's
kinduess and devotion, and certainly
she spared no pains to humor the fan-
cies of the sick girl.

About Christmas the disease assumed
wnew phase. Symptoms of stommeh
derangement seb in, which Dr. Stevens
aitribnted to  the long-continned re-
eumbent position and laek of exereise ;
and hie sob himself to combat the new
evil by cvery means in his power. This
was oll discnssed ip my presence, for
no mystery was made of the matter;
and, indedd, T was usually aceustomed
to mdministor Edith's food and medi-
cines when 1 osat in her room. This,
however, never oeeurred in the eve-
ping ; for Mr. Foster so pathetically
Jeaded his Joneliness in the desorted
rawing-room sfter dinoer, when his
sister always went to the invalid, that

She hud had her bod placed |

wadie o disenssion of thie subjoet
CHAVTER IT.

Another week  pussed by,  Edith
srowing more and more prostrate vacl
day, and I wus very anxious to hea
from Dr. Archer, At lnsturrived o Lot
tor, in i hand disguised us s lady’s, or
w girlish light-blue Ilull'—]m‘u-r, witls
s Helen " stamped on i, These pre
cautions wonld have made me smile,
bud I not known how necessary . they
were,  All the letters which  enterod
the house had first to undergo Mis,
Morrell's serutiny.

7 un ntterly bafled,” he wrots in o
very shaky hand, The experiment
from whieh I Loped so ranch has turn «d
out an utter failure, Al the substances
| submitted to me have been subjecti

to the most minnte and delicate tests
known to seience withont discovering
in any one of them the slightest trace
of arsenic or any other potson. [ am
in despuir. 1 know that somehow my
durling's life is being nndermined by
poison, and yot 1 eaunot tree it. T am
wowerless to interfere, [ have nothing
Lut stispicion to go upon, and dare not
up!nl_v for u mugistrate’s warrsnt. My
only hope is in you, Miss Armitage.”

I knew 1 was but g slender reed to
trust to, and 1 went up stairs to the
sick-room, feeling misemable to the lust
degreo. Mrs. Morrell was seated by
the bedside. Edith looked paler and
thinner than ever. She moaned out,
when she saw me, that she was *‘s0
thirsty,” and bad Lardly been supplied
with n cooling drsught ‘when the rack-
ing crumps from which she had lately
wuffered #o terribly came on, and she
writhed in every limb, T wiped the
cald dews from  her forehead, afraid
woment that she was dy-
the nottack was so terribly
to exhanst her

[ roplicd that it wus not fair that sl

with the fixed guze of a sick
o idith, denr, tell me,

Bave

ever seen N, Morrell—or an y—
prt any powder or liguid jnto your
medieine or your food?  Have you

ever noticed that it bad » ;linm-sihlc
oo, cre oliment et e Lotlam?"

“No, never,” shi anmwored, with
evident rurprise,  Her hrain wos elonr
enovgh  between  the  paroxystas.
o Never, Alien 1"

Just then a tap sounded ni the door,
and purblinid old Dr. Stevens eame tot-
tering in, nearly upsetting a small ta-
Lile, and secming searcely able to hold

{hebedeside, T found her staring at me |

his patient’s wrist firm in his shaky old
fingers, 1 watched him with the mad-
dening feeling that if ever two unser-
pitlons poisonems had the very medieal |

minn most desimble in their eape it was | ®a8 only o litt

these two.  Mrs, Morrell eame into thy
room, ns usual doring his v
followed Lim down stairs, |

1 wavlaid ber Inter on in the day and |
psked fier what Dr. Stevens had said. !
she replicd thet, unfortnoateiy, their |
durling was very ill, but while ther !
wan life fhore wos hope.  Then, sam. |
woning all my nerve, I Loldly ashed
that 1 might be allowed to sit op with
Fdith that night.  She looked rather
astonished ; then, thanking mo warmly
for my * kind offer,” declined ou tis
plen of not robbing me of my rest I
shonld live all the .'Ii:._{] E-nursin ot
all 1 oot was a very decided * No ™

[ went away convineed that the dau
gor, whatever it was, was reservod for
the might,  When the invalid wias left
alone with hier tmitoroms nursa in som
formn the poison wus sdministinod

dPova Mra, Marrell =it Desid Tyl
ol wipghe 2 1 aghed Edith next time w
W nlone,

w(h, noo She wonld if T wantod
her, Tt ) don't Like it Tt fidgits m
to see¢ her.  Besides, I generally
pretty well the first part of the night.
=be puts on her drossing-gown aod b
on the bod in the wext room, ready to |
come if Tenil her”

The wuystory only seomed to grow
the mor | »I‘Iluhl-ll' “:4 il11'T‘|l"l' l |I::I‘ |
el it Dwent thonghtfully to g
rorn in searieh of o Dook T was reading |
denged to Telithy, promising to relnrn ps
mwedintely,  As I stooped o Lt the
volunee from s low shelf the one ring 1
wore, which Dbwl always DBoen o griat
destd too layge Tor e, stipped from iy
erovs the floor,

Epger sand rollied awa

to dimpponr nodereath the langing
f oy Jwrge, old-fushionsd bodstiud
Muvk sonoved and arsimiz o rodover
it —fer it was priceless to me ns wy dear
motler's  engmpement-ring -1 went
dewn on my hands and Knees anid tricd
v fid it Tet dm wadn. The (s "
P lie Noessive AEa]oTIes Was eoln-

el T eonll see pothing in the

.l l. J vostn] fora Nght. Bot thep

s 1 { the Hall, sod my candl
ek was eried dbwn steirs every
ot by the housemaid to raapp
o Bt nnti] et in the evening, on
b i bl kall Taeaped]y Hikod to
e ot il for iy position disp st
tor fronbie the =epvant Titd et
W VI wt onee ) ey
1 o | W T |
i 1 nind t! W
of Tt 1 lied =
1y t on tl oot foitmd
vtaw Tgndlv that cun He brirns, o)
! pvself g rose b
fiqt v cannot e rennl.

Teinne Dot g, Digin

| we find it

isits, and | Miss

clean it, nimnins no
the breakfnst to
to el you the

Vb ~h Ve

Lr. - R A Ert TS - S
| Mrs. Morrell enme down staim, look
[ ing reg'lar pole, and wanting to know

who teok one of the eandlosticks away
et of Miss Edith's room. 1 said |
hid, Then Mra. Morrell went onnt me
awful, snd wanted to know how I dared
do such a thing, and 1 was to bring it
tack nt onee. Saimb hod washed it ;
Fut when we cate to look for the piece
of condle thot was in it, nowhere conld
| stspect Sarah threw it
into the fire. 1 L-!‘l Mrs. Morrell it
lo picee, nok so long ns
wy fnger. Fut if yon believe me,
Aruitage, she mode us mueh fiss
over losing that paltry bit of eandle
end ox some folks wonld over s diamongd
necklace, 1 really didn't think miss
wos 50 moat. 1 osuppose my tempor
got up, and when she said T was mpor
toent and should feave, 1told her Vd
goto-day.™
“1 fear you Lavi

been foolish and

*hosty, Jane," 1 sodd reprovingly.

Ini she went on: “0he queerest
thing of all, Miss Armitage, is that
when Mes, Morrell finit eame ioto th
Kitehen she was a5 white us wsheet, 1
shonld have said  she wis  frightened,
enly it secmss ridienlous that any lady
conild ever be afpaid of losing o candle-
eud! Tean't make it out at all, Miss
She :l,!'n‘.u_‘\- is so mortally stingy with
those eondles of Mis Edith's. Do you
know is there anything about them,
Mies, that makes them more valuable
thon other eandles 2™

+ Not that T pm aware of.™

WL, really, do yom know, Miss,
I've eametimes thonght thore must i
soticthing odd aliout thom,™ said Jiane,
buning to go,  *Thnow, for one thing,
ex're not bonght' with the rest fron
the grover Illt Peeelmm, but come nll tl
wey irggn London; so perhiaps that's
why .\‘.%'-. Morrell sts ‘v'u-]r l-.rnra- by
thim, And now, M Ull say gool
hye™

I guve the homest givl o little sl
bandkerelsief us a I‘m'tilr'.' wift aned =at
down to mminate on what § had just
heand, A drowning s
=lmw, umld In Iy el
prind T wis ready to eloteh at sty thoo
ry, howeyver sl s, for solving the mys
tery of Ediths il
popiprk abont there being somethin
gnecr shont the candies so lwishly
tured in the sek-poomn bl set o
Hanking whetlor after ali thove gt

June’s enain

uot  be  something  dileterions
them, ntondid to et Cnjueionst
tpon the invalid,  T0 was cortiin £
barnedd VOry I ‘.]I_ . NN it thore war
L :-1-'&:., sty Mrerporil 5
in thome oty loaned, 11
HeVEr 1 my s o alreaned Inugin
‘1-:" T:|. n L& | 1
viuis ennd
tiem before. T
mu et best n very wild onig
fo was abstake, amd T was bowsd
oty very nttemost fo aid her Mix
:‘.:i.l'll Y et about  the cancdi
el kil pietots nll thromrh
e dealim w I she Kept over then
her dropd of Jesing thems her nnwi
! o Tt e Boe dn BREITS S v

EP
ot g el didigh oolop s aand the | uded
tis wped that e than | #haj
e il | t w.as it il he } 0!
lie e e it gmve off whit W) :
4 doown stuirs aito the dining-roony 1
| stood srdeling tie sputteriog hink Mr Yoder wauts to spoak t
or s minntess el puaded, until'| Yo,
remsemnbereel that the invwii was | I wos an antrath, ot I coald not
oo ull this Lime, So0 ] earriad t alford to b too serapulons, Mrs. Mor
nuil i bradnge, Tuel t el e penniall 1 spriog i thie enp
o exploin my seley 1 L Egedd pad took two camles put ool
Al 3 bad notiend, ssy box, and ot enee went to hide them
Nt Al servants mst bave sabsti- | 0 Iy roons. When the widow ewm
vt dd g fuferior articlosof thedr own baeh saving she voukl ot Had  Lua
oo wax enndles, cither froimn can brother un wre—T  Tod en him
it am o dishonoesty legve the honse sowme thine befor |
e servents never modile with ms T oapologized and prof wid] to lave mis
milestiohs”™ said Fadith lnguidly. | understom] the mossage,  She rosnmed
ot sent down to the fitel- | lier reading, while I slippad ont of the

(e they want retilling Mrs
s frceh ones in here, Sh
{ .||J'IJ|-|---.['*T:'. louk, and

| .n 1 ':- i the enphoard for the frst

(4 Il-'i' I Tl mever had oe s b
o der it D fore—and thord, sure enongeh, |
wore three or fonr woo | whaeh |
roved to be full of wax candles, thirly |
vornds’ weight oot least. Pefore ||
tosed 1he door neain. Mrse Mosrell on
wored the poome, L fameied that her G

Lpnzeal naud she tarned slie sia
e stending Ly the enphoard & batif s
Lo gpuichIy recoverod, snid when I mnoele
oo remnrk abont thero bwing o lange
toek of epudles, compos lll_\' WIEWETL

Y Yime eliee fomrnd it best to ks A U |*!' s
vy ut b, #o a8 not Lo lave 1o Y
srhy done Féith by leaving the
i gl 111

ronotin i
ol bt

i 4l s
| swde no further romunrk, as somes
Line varnod me it was lettor o say no

vl T d my ook anud begun

o el

The west morning, as 1 wis an my
way o the iovilid's room sbout 1
veraek, 1 Leenme uware of igh volies

o the Ladl, wid came npon Mres, Mor
roll gd the Lomsemaid, Jdane, onggni
noan witerention, Jane, who wis gene-
bty a eivil and obliging  girl, wn
tehed with snger, while her aodsdr

s patlor than nsnal,

*Very well, then, ma‘am, 'l g
sorr owhire elee where 1 shan t be eali

o to neconnt for overy |f:LfTr‘\' litthe Lit
of cnnddle,™ il the housemaid as |
approached.

“You kuow perfectly well that it o
ot the candle T care about, but th
disobedienee tomy l-\|m':=-|-l‘-l' =, Jun
A month to-day you leave gy service.

Ul go to-day, ma'am ;1 don't ear
i T do lose o month's wages,” retaried!
the girl independently.

“Very well.  You need never refo
to me for o charseter,” said Mrs, Mor-
rell, biting her lips, as she followed ny
to Fdith's room.  She said nothing to
me in explanation, beyond  mercly
stating ghat Jane had been very imper
tinent.

I found Edith in a terribly prostrat:
condition, snd T coull sse that Dr
Stevens, whon e enme, had very Litth
hope. 1 watched Mrs, Morrell as she
Lung over the invalid, and wondered
whethor T onght not to believe that she
wus the most tender, loving, and de-
voted of nurses; for 1 really almosl
thought that Dr. Archer might be mis-
tuken after all, and that her gnardians
were a8 unxions for her recovery ns |
was,  Rhe herself evidently realized hor
danger, for she asked to have the Bible
read to her, and wonkl insist npon
pressing a valuable dismond ring npon
mo a5 8 keepsake, My gentle Little
friend so won my heart b ‘in-r nnvary-
ing sweetness that L ('utl!(f not restrain
mly tears wnd retreated to my own room,
where I could give free vent to my
feelings.

By und by a knock came st my door,
and ‘opening it I confronted Jane in hat
and jacket ready for departure.
“ You've always treated me well, Miss,
and 1 thought before I go 1'd like to
tell 'yau why I'm turned out like &
thief, without a charaeter, ‘tf:r being

| in

“Oh, ;l::e.uh.d:ﬁ-ten.w
4 ]
all on account of the candleaticks in
Miss Fdith's room. You know, Mis.
Mre, Morrell never lets ns servants

touch them ; pgver go down to the
went in at 8 {0 see to I fire, 1 notice

| Hut alter nll sl

roun s bastily put .i-u ty ottb-doos
garments. 1 Knew that in guing oul
without lenve at suelin uror b Lrishd
losing wy situation, bat Ldid not eae
Fwes in no meod to stesd apon ot
oquethe.

I mide my woy to th to il
cottuge of 0 trustworthy man wio was
uitite Hame s ‘“Jl‘."_\ d to do odid Ju}'
ot the hatl,  He rewdily promsed
to teke my small pareel to P Arelio

1ien
VTRLIREN

il e, Hd the distunes not boen
thyoe milos 1 should hpve takon it my
s lf,

I Lol wothdinge feomn 1w Arelier

during the whole of the nest iy, an |
o perfoct tomient of doabt wndap
prodiension | oweitiad nnd wait «d, to
agitatial to eat or slecp, secingz Balith
CVEry liomr, aml fraring
world die before e
mystery of Ler illness eondd T solvesd
=hie wan ina state of prostration foar
ful to witness,  Restless amd misoraile,
posat in the sick-rovm or, wanlen
whomt the hoase, and Desd the furtbser
trind of seving that wy bebasior had W
last wroused suspicion in iy caployers
mmils, nnd that s quict sieveillae

VTR

HTOW

wus kept npon my movenwnts A
Tmeh 1 Luwl w0 appssiabooit, an

carcoly  expocteill b meot (B
.‘.' Lier, l vl .'\'1-:'..‘ Tih In i
L afterncon o the  dir plin
tetion which bad olecady boon th
wone of sevenil interviews; but Mr.

Voster so decidedly intimited his an
sontion of secorpunying e df I oo
vwalk that T abandoncd the sttempt
T deteeted nnder the mask of gricl so
eleverly assumed by both brother ane
sigter o subidoed engern s and restlss
uess, sttrilmtable, no doubt, to suicty
us to the sicccss of their scheme,

I felt that all wns as good as lost
when, on entering the sick-room on thi
second morning, 1 fonnd Edsthe pallio
and almost lifeless, and learned thai
Mrs, Morrell, in real or proteade
i, had nlrowdy sent off o messenge:
for L'r. Btevens.

Sick st heart, T sat down by the bad
side and watehed the invalic ll. who was
too fur gone to recoguize me, s sl
usunlly did.  There came o toprat th
door, and * Plesse, ma'am, you're
wanted,” in the voice of one of th
maids, and the widow rose and poise-
lesaly glided out of the room. My cars
were quickened by anxiety, and my cu
riosity was intense st heariug o short
sharp seream, a scuffle, nnd the sound
of an authoritative man's voice on the
landing outside. Edith was too langmid
to notice anything ; and even when the
door opened again and Dr. Archer and
an elderly gentleman entered the room
she never opened hor eyes,

«My darling! Have the wretches
brought you to this?" was the young

r's quick exclamution; aud ﬂurr_v-
ing to the window, which Mrs, Morreli
L always religioualy kept closed, he
opened it, snd u stream of ehilly but
life-giving air came rushing in. The
other doctor, who was, I afterward
found, an eminent physician from Lon-
don, bent over the patient, examining
ber pulse and administering 0T
tives. | glanced futerrogatively at Dr.

v oply 4 wpened the
cuploard and pointed to the
loxes. He sl Dr. Weston then eare
fully locked and sealed up the door,
vutil the mlie of the invalid !lfmhlhi
permit a er investi of the
apartment. D Arﬂm inform
me that a nurse lind been tolegraph
for from the Nurses’ Home at the coun'y
fown, srd that I need feel no appre-
Iension lest Edith shonld suffer from
the wan: of skilled attendance,

Nuree Mory soon after arrived, aod
proved iowalustle. ALl her care anid
skill, however, were noeded to conntor-
act the effects of the poison npon
Filith's delivate frame.  For days she
hung between life and death. Her
convalesevnee was long and tediota;
lmt ot length she recovered sufficiently
to lenve Gorton Hall for the Isle of
Wight, where the pure s brecz:s
sovn bronght back the color to !1 T
ks

{nvestigntion proved  that the ean-
dles sinnler
tnned mightly in the sick-room for
over two months were highly delete
dons. The wax was pure, bat the
wicks were impregustod by a strong
solttion of srsemec The remnncler
were pnalyzed, and from them mueh o
the poisoncus drug wis extmet il, ‘I'h
eloscst resenreh, however, failed to dis

epver frpm whom  they  hal been
$rigin srocied,  Peyond the fut
tha hoxes eame from London

in remaing 0 mystery to ti
The plins of the conspindn
been =0 cloverly Dnid that it wie
waest imperssible to bring their wrong-
coin home to them,

| wish T eonld say that hoth  Edit'y's
tresehiorons guanhians receivid an ex-
cmplary punishments  Imd,  unforin
prtely, ponisinnent i this world does
ot always overtake the eriminal, Mr
b oster muintained the assertion of his
procenee to the lasts nor wis there one
itle of evidenee, dirvet or indimect,
guinst him.  Ably defended by a most
kiltnl wdvoeate e eseapod ahsolutely
sout-free.  Mrw, Morroll maintained th
apte line of cordnet, snd was werely
ctenecd  to imprisonment for two
Ly, Arvcher und T wope aghast

swed Bitterly digeppointad ot sneh an
obvions ilure of justice,  But we lad
et tonsclition—thut Laiith's fortune
wid seenreil to her, il that thu
sobeming adverinress w Ly ol rashosid

1 tor rmnn hor gokd wer ot bartwetited,
1 their tretlle, by one el

fLorivke family int rlored,
aned hor eftiins were pltecd in trastwor
thy hapds vntil Lier coming of nge
Her twonty-thst birthday wits also the
diw of Tor marriage to Dr. Archer, whid
floy nre indeod o united peiv. 1 will
pet write down Tere all i A S810TS
ol gt tide T peecived [eom !':a“lli. oy
wve'r, snd e relitive 2y oo
J |.‘.-1 " "in 'llllll:! L
o pfatle s ourderons designs, (1 e
elined Edith'= offer of a hon ewith her,
or 1 belived that nsarm | IH‘IIIIII' A
Pappiet by they ity thongh

HFAT) ¥ \

£y

still working for my ity 1 spewd ull
v holideys with hes I little voices
Hoegd s cmtl me ** dnntie,”
"t har home is perfect in ull its qp-

poontments; but one faet, whieh T
neve resplulned to epaml visitors, some-
tovs strike 2 pew-oomers a8 steange
othipee will mdiee e, Archer to lny
¢ wan-cptidle in his Lowie, They set it
own s fnd and singnlae fancy ; only
Faith, lie, and | know the truth,
——
Aftvr They Vonnmd Oni.
rotrolt Freo Pross, )

U Petroiter, who was daving ont on
fo Holden romd the other day, eanie to

epot where the siow il Inl-'ll} diafted
hostide of the trck just ns i wonin

yovine o horse and  puang enterid th
othor endd of the ent, As both held o
the roud, their horses soon came head
orcated stopp

AV by ddid
ta mam.
SWhy didu't yous” r-.]rliml th: wo
il

s I'we got seven miles to drivse, but
11 stay hore all winter Sofore il turn
ont,”

“ Al Tve got five dozen egzs here,
wrd 10 16t “om frovze ns hard a8 rocks
b fore 1T give nn fueds”

Il n dropped Lis lines, lglited »
eignr, nrd Jeaned baek on his seat. Th
wotnan dropped Tor lines, lighted her
| 'i1 o, fiml wrnj o e old baflalo robs
amund her feet, Thus they sat for
cight minutes, when the nnn grow im
patient and enlod

SWhat's” the price of hogs ont o
yonr way?”

sy, you've got all the pork vou
want in your sleigh ! shit nnswerel,

o elnd Twos widower,”

o And Vmgdad Poa widder !

HEL? Are vona widow 2"

cosarting ond Down 225 neres of the
best Biand i Creenticld. So ol oare n

witlwer ¥ "
vy

e

u't youdrrn out 2" shonted

I, Miudam., PINY eXi'Use e
1 ehevrfully turn out.™
“Oh, don't mentionit.  T'm perf
iy willitige to hanl into the snowbau'.
sl ! mndane, allow me to lunlu it
vost will overlook my =
S0, eordeinly.  Vine
atber colids  Gond-biy. ™
“Sood-hy, tagdam. Hope youn safi
ul ih-}."

weather, bt

ABY'S SKIN.

INFANTILE AND HIRTHL HUMOLS

SPEEBLY (THED BY
UETCU A,

wl Sealp of Birth

For Cleansing the Siin
futere, for siiaying In
smation, for v
1 Veorianis, .
a, aud other inkort ) wndd
wes, UrTiersa, the great Sily Cure, an
CUTICUNA SOAP, Al exquisite Skin Heaotifler,
cxternally, and CUTIOUHA HESOLYENT, tie Novw
wb Buerifter, toterually, are infallible, Ab-
Wy pure,

MY OLDEST CHILD,

pew slx years of ape, when an lnfaot slx
months ol wes aitacked with a virulent os-
Ugnant siin disemse. ALl ordloary remodios
tailing, we cellsd our family physiclan, who
attempted 10 cure [t but i spread with almos
Inereditle mpldity, antll the lowaer portion of
he Jittle (ellow's persen, from the middle of
his buck down 1o hls knoes, wis one salld,
rush—-ugly, painful, blotwhsd, and malldous
W hind no rosl gt slght, no Lo by day. The
physician did pot kpow thoo, snd does not
EnOow now, what |t was, ¥ Fown were ad-
viged to try CUTIOURA FiEw, 4. Without the
kuowledee of our phy<his rociured 8 bos
ﬂr:'( UHCURA and 8 cake of L UnCrRaSoar. The
uffect

alne

WAS SIMPLY MARVELLOUS,

uklng the two together, first washing him thor
oughly with CUTICURA Soar, then anoloting
bim with CUTIcriA. From the first application
n chanpe for (e belter appearml. doctor
sald wo had no further need of him aud ceased
his vislta, In three or lour weeks & complele
cure was wrought, leaviog the little fellow’s
po reon as while anid healihy as though be had
never beou auacked. In my opinion your valu-
able rerodlos saved bis fe, and to.day ho isa
stronie, healthy ebitd, perfectly well, no n?u-
ton of Wio disenso having ever occirred. You
are weltome w make n‘laig uso of this you may
derin best GRORGE B, S.JITII,

Attorney nt Law and Ex-Prosecuting Auorney,

Antiland, (.

o)
> Refersuco: 4. G. Watsr, Druggiat, Asbland,
]_ e ——

CUTICURA REMEDIES
are scld evorywhere.  Prices: CUTio &
vents; HEsOLVENT, H1; Soar, 2 conts Pro-
parod by the FOTTER DREG AND CHEMICAL COM-
FAN rhkumn. '¥l-. for *llow W Cure

T

BABY use CUTICURA BoAP, an exquisiio per-
fumed Skin Beautifler. s iy e

RHEUMATIC PAINS,
Huldon,

to those which had been |

%A!ﬂ-&m Puun‘ War-
i m cenla;
five for §1.  Potter Drug

1 EFFECT JANUARY 8, 19,

Traln, Leave Arrive
No.| Richmond. | No. | Richmond.
W MM || M e
[£] l M AL M. I! ] :EQA.E
Bon-Alr Aecommodation leares Richmond

LS :i‘:t: arvives Michmond 441 A M.¥;

skxed o leaves Manchestor 6,40 A, M.* for

Lurkuville, soppivg st Interinedinte '

arrives st Mavebooier 810 A MY

SLEEPINU-UAR SERVICE.

Om Tralns 52 and 53 Sleoping-Camare ria be-
tween Kiohmond and Greetisboro’,  Ihess ears
sre open at 9 1% M, lor pasengers. Sleoping
cnrn are alio run on 32 and 55 botween Daovilie
ard Yoptpemery, banvilie aml Alken, Greomns
* and Balelgh, On Trains No, 50 &

Irg-Cors are ran betwven Danville aad

CONNECTIONS:

Tinin Yo 19 makes close connovtlon st
VeretrDure' for Haleigh, Goldaboro’, mad Mo
Lowdt § gt Suliabory for Ashoville-and 5y
veime b ere Norh Caprolina ; at Charioite

o 1t ¢ bariol e, Uolum bl sud Augunsts eadirond

v Lelnmtnm,  Augtsta, Alken, Savfanal,

Chettisten, bed Floikiag also, wid Carollua

Centiat twkoread for Wiimlngtoo, &,
Trndn 55 bas Pullman Dol Sieeping-tlar

fregr Laseile to Adkor, making olos b

" for Charleston, Savannab, and Jictsbus

p) Aol 31 mako close empiecinn
wy for Maleigh and al) pefats «
Serh Calinn divislon, Pallman siespes |
yep on theen iralns botween Gresnst<org 8.
I nlelgh.

TEAINS ON YORK-RIVER LINF,

Lepee K hoond Avrive Kichmond
JL0F. M. "l A, M.
Lmwos SN0 ot N Arrive b street,
Frolght,
RLELE S N

iehmond st 80 P, ML
int every Mooday, Tuesia
sa'undny with boat, arriving o

“cImy, ne
Imore ol 8 A M,
whmtaad o Balimoere only $2 00v-
wwt §LE revond-rines,
Amlir,  fPally exiept Sundny,

Pepot Besd djeket offion, fout Virglnla steest
LR 10W B RN, curner Tonth ad Saio sdroes

JAVES L TAY LML,
| Passonpor Agool.

.

Lione
Trame Mo

=ar, Haas,
K. MAE, Gouornl Manm

o b

i
I{l(‘”.\ll‘f\‘ll. FREDERICKSBUR{
AND POTOMM RAILROAD,

FUROTGH ALL-RAIL FAST-FREIGHT LINE
T AND FROM PALTIMORE, 'HILA.
BELPHIA, 3 YURK, AND
EASTLUN WEST-

ERN CII1ES,

UNLY TWELVE N U8 BETWEEN RIVH-
YUND AN BALTINORE IN EACH
DIRECTION,

anding!y quick tUms o othes pola s
of Tisdime Lesaeil a® how rates,

Cort
Ttrongh bl

C, A, TAYLOZ,
e 1T Gionnrnl Frnlghit Agont.
A TLANTIC COAST LINE.

TIEMOND AND PETERSBURG RATLROAT
TIME-TABLE,

L

Commencing MONDAY, Decomber 36, 153

vilp# on this resd will run as follows; *
THAINS SOUTHWARD,

Loave
New o Rlehmond.

L IRCTTRL TR & L B
ugh

TR
T4t A M.
A M,

Avvnmim ' dntlon

THAINS SUHTHWAKD,
Arrive

I RY¢
o Peimsburg, | Hichmomb

fe hian A M,

] M.

7] T L
bl ) A ninton
. Thruitgh  tral
" Acvurim e

o
Wally.  1Rally (exeopt Suniny.)
SUUPPING] LAUVES,

- .

Now 9V npil £8 mn

TTLLMANCAR SERVIUE,

On Tradus N N, 25, and b sleaplingcniss b
fwa g o8 Bediinrton sod dockronville, On Tealus
% nrid 2 gleeph wrs batwion Waeh

petor and Charleson,  On Train No, 02 slee
ipireenr Letwesn Campa, Fla, and Washiloe
pete Arfe Jocdeonviilv),  On Tealn Moo T
slvepinganr betwest Jucksouvills and New
York. Un Trealps Nos. 21 aud Tooping-eal
tolween Sow Yorkond Aken, S,
wom), Ui Tenin Noo 35 sleeply
Now York and Tanipe Fla, (via dm

THE GSEY ALL-RATL LINE 10 XORVOLK,
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