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(Written for tha Dixpatch.)
v On the 6th day of May, 16, the
!ummn brig, Clarmae, pound from Rio

e Juneiro to Baithmors, with 0 cargo
of coftee, was captured oft the coust of
Bragil by the Confederato Hlates rlt-m:l::-r
Florida, Captain John N. Maftitt, Cone
federate Buates navy, cot ymanding.  Liea-
Charles W. Head, Confederata
an ofMcer of the Wlorids,
an, of scarce I yoRrq,
nilsd with a patriotie devotlon o the
wausd of ths Confederacs, framediately
proposed to tuke tha Clarence, with n
grew of twenty mel, and proceed o
flampton Roads, Va, gnd there cut out
& gunbeat or Eteanmvr, with which It
was bis Intention W go o @ rald wgalnst
the Federal commerce, Captain Muttitt
granted his request, giuve hiim & howltzer,
with ammunition and equipments, and
the necessary small arms for & crew of
awenty men, and bade b god-speed,

was accompinied by S cotid-Apulet-
snt-Engineer E. M, EBrown, 80 that, al-
Aogether, he had twenly-one mer, besides
himaelf, :

He Immediately shaped his course for
the capes of the Chesapeake bay, drili-
dng his crew, and preparing them for
the arduous service which was expreted
©f them, He also kept the men busy
gnaking wooden guns, 8 he salled north-
ward, to supply in appearance what he
RQacked In reulity.

Off the Winward Islands he chased
peveral woeks, but fallel to over il
them, on account of the inferior salling
mualities of the Clarence, On the 6th of

une, in Iatitude &1 degrees, 59 minutes,
porth; longitude 71 degrees, 0 minutes,
west, he captured and burned the bark
AWhistling Wind, of Philadelphin, vound
to New Orleans, with coal for Rear-
Admiral Farragut's squadron. This veés-
sel had been Jusured Ly the United Elates
Government for $1480, On the Tth of
June he captured the gchooner Alfred H
Fartridge, of New York, bound to Mn-
tamoras, Mex. As this vessel was lond-
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that you do mot treat them when they
full into your hands according 1o the
hard names you call them.

QIVING CHASE.

Nothing illustrates betier the power and

ndid resources of the United Blates

Government at this time and the mag-
nificent diselpliue of the Nuvy Depart
ment than the faot that, notwithstanding
they wers blockading with nn,iron cor-
don a const of 1,000 miles, and occupying
tke inland rivers to the extent of 5,000
miles, and had twenty-five crillsers In
stareh of the Confederate atcamers Ala-
hama and Florida, In less than three
days from the recepilon of the news
of the appearance of the Clarence-Tacony
on the coust thére wers thirty-lwo armed
vessels out on the high seas in wearch
of her. Four left Hampton Roads on
the tlght of June 18th; five left New York
on the morning of the Iith, and the re-
maining twenty-three got out from Bos-
ton, New York, Philadelphia, and Hamp-
ton Roads on the 16th snd 16th; and in
the next ten days (il June 26th) there
wera fiftesn more veestls ment out after
her In obedlence to the urgent appeals,
potitions, and clamors of the owners,
underwiiters, and chambers of Commerce
of the various sealonrd citles alung the
northern coust, whose commerce was be-
Ing destroyed.

ALMOST A PANIC,

To understand fully the almost-panic
sffect in these citles, it might be well
to say that they had been cumparatively
fres from #ufh n visitation #o close at
home for about two years; not sinee the
privateer Jefferson Davis was off the
soast. But lately rumors had been
throstening an attack on the New Eng-
lund comst by the Alabama and Florida.
Moreover, this perlod was the climax
of the Coniederacy. 1l swan straining
avery nerve In one grand effort, Stone.
wall Jackson had made hie last, but gplen-
did merch around Hooker's right Hank
at Chaucellorsvilie, doubling him up, and
leaving bim hors du combet, and Gene-
ral Lee, with hig victorlous leglons, wis
marching trlumphantly inte Pennuyivania.
The iroticled Atlanta had been aent out

from Savannsh, Ga, with a view 1o
ralsing the Blockade aud making o raid
on the northern cities, amd demonsira-
tions were being made in various direc-

g to tghten the tension and prevent
inforvinents from being drawn off to
wpese Lee's advanee,

No wonder, then, that affalrs looked
lark and gloomy, and that the pulse of

the narthern clilea beat uneastly.
Mesntime, the Tacony played havee
nlong the coast. On the 15th of June, »
latituda &7 degrees, 40 mimites north,
longitude 50 degrees, BL minutes west, she
captured and burned the brig Umplre,
from Cardenas Lo Boston, losded with
rugar and molasses, On the Jih, In lat-
tude 40 degrees, S0 minutea west, and
longitude @ degrees, 20 minules west,
ghe captured the flue packet-ship Isaac
Webb, from Liverpool to New York, with
150 passengers, and the flaking-schooner
Micawber, The latter was burned, bul
Eend belng unpghle to dlsposs of the
lnrge number of passengers of the Webb,
she was bonded for $#.0M), and eent In
a8 a cartel to New Yoark. On the Zisy
in latitude 41 degrees north, longltude €8
degress 10 minutes west, (ha  Tacony
eaptured aad burned the clipper ship
Fyzantium, loaded with coal, and the
bark Goodspeed, in ballast, On the 2
the fishing-schooners Marengo, Florence,
Elizabeth Ann, Rufus Choats, and Ripple
were captured, and all burned, excopt the
Florence, which, Lelng an old wvessel,
was bopnded and sent In as a cartel with

& enty-live prisoners.

ANOTHER WAILL,

On the same day (June £id) news of thie
capture uf the J=saaec Webb reached New
York, and another wall wont up along the
lina for protection. Senator Morgan, of
Neéw York, on ths X of June, at the
Instance of the New York Harbor and
Frontler-Defence Commlsal wrote to
the Becretary of the Navy, requesting
that “lronclads might be spared for de
fending the harbor of New York." *“Our
people,” ke suld, “are uneawsy at the
boldness of the plrates, and they will
not rest much longer without efforts for
more adequate protection for this harbor.

on

On the 224 instant 1 wrote you In re.
lation 1o the frigate Roanoke, and hope
to hear thut she can now be spared for

wd with arms and clothing for citizons | the defence of the port of New York."

of Texas, the captaln's bond for ¥.U0
was taken us a guarantee for the de-
lvery of the cargo 1o loyal vitlzens of
the Confederate States, and #he was al-
Jowed to proceed on her journey. On
the Sth of June-the brig Mary Alvina,
from Boston to New Orleans, louded with
commissary stores, was captured and
Burned.

From ‘the prisonsrs and papers of the
Avhistiing Wind and Mary Alvina Head
gained information which convineed him
that M would be Iimpossible for him
to carry out his eriginal Intentlon, as no
wesgels wers allowed to go into Hampton
Soads unless they had supplics for the
A'nited Btates Government; and even
then they were closely watched, The
weasels Iying st the wharf above Fortrees
BMonroe were guarded by o gunboat and
seniries on the wharf, whilst just out-
side of the fort thers were two armed
boarding steamers, which Inspecied every-
thing entering the bay, from a dug-out
%0 & frigate. He then detormined to crulss
wmilong the const and try to intercept a
trunsport for Fortress Monroe, and with
her to carry out his orlginal design,

BUBSTITUTED THE BARK,

On the morning of the 12th of June, In

titude 27 degrees, north; longltude 7

egroom, M minutes, west, plmost in sight

of the capes of the Chesapeake, the
bark Tacony, In ballast from Fort
Moyal, 8. C, to Philadelphia, snd the

schooner M. A. Shindler, of Philadel-
s, wers captured, The Jatter was

: but Read, who was as full of
pxpedionts and resources as I'nul Jones
himself, with the quick eye of A sth-
pnan, saw at a glince that the Tacony
was a better saller than the Clarence;
ha determined to burn the latter and

ke the bark for his purposes.  He Im-
Medigtely set o work to transfor his
gun and his small arms to the Tacony,
ws time was ghort, and he was almost
o the presence of the encmy. Any one
Yamillar with the sen can proclate the
difficulties of such an oporution on the
Iing deep In & seaway. While the
owlitzer was belng transferred, a schoon-
er was discovered coming down
before the wind, As she was passing
mear the Clarence, a wooden gun was
nted at her, and she was commanded
heave to, which, through fright, she
A4 immediataly. She proved to be the
wmchooner Knte Stewart, of Philadelphia.
WMs Read was then short of provisions,
and had over fifty prisoners on board,
he determined to bend the Kute Btow-
mrt and wake a cartel of her
Bonded her for the “sum of 37,000, pay-
able to the President of the Confrderate
Biates, thirty days afler the ratification

Fe then bured the Clarence, und M. A,
®hindler, and gave chase to a brig, whichy
ved to be the Arabella, of New York

Off the ooast destroying the commerce
a'h citizens; but, on the 13th of June,
piain Munday, of the bark Tacony,
been lunded from the cirtel Kate
@ const of New Jersey,
Philadelphia, and, ar-
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The president of the Chamber of Com-
merce of New York, In writing to the
Secretary of the Navy an the same sub-
joot, sald: “It may not be amigs to state
that the war premlum alone on Amerl-
can vessels carryving valuable cargoes ex-
conds the whole frelght in neutral bot-
foms.” Governor Andrew, of Massachu-
getts, wrote: "1 am recelving represen-
tations dally, hoth oral and written, from
towns and cities along the Massachuseits
const, setting forth thelr defenceleas con-
ditlon,” The wealthy and patriotic elti-
zens of Boston offersd to send out private
vessels at thelr own expense In search of
the “plrate,” If they could oblaln guny
from the navy-yard, Mayor Cranston, of
Newport, R. 1., telegraphed on June Zith:
“A rebel pirate, supposed to be the Ta-
cony, deatroyved severel flshing vesaels
outside our harbor vesterday. Will you
not give us an armed steamer? Our
harbor s ore of the most Important of
the coast.” To all thege and other press-
Ing calls for help the Navy Department
responded with a wihiling hand; offering
to the merchants arms and~ officers for
any vease] which they might wish to
send out, and ordering the commandants
of the yards to “charter more steamers
and eend them adter the Tacony,”
until by the 2th of June there were
forty-seven armed vessels scouring the
sens in every directlon for this bold little
rover. Even the practice-ships from the
Naval Academy, with the midshipmen
aboard, were sent out. Many of theae
vessels crossed and recrossed her track,
and pome are sald to have passed close
to her in the night, while others were
several times only separated from her
by a fog, but pone were fortunats enough
o find her.

ETILL PURBUED HER CAREER.

Still the Tacony pursued her carcer
gnharmed. With almost every new cap-
ture Head learned through the news-
pupers on board of the great number of
versels that were after him, but this did
not seem to annoy him, for he appears
to have falrly revelled In his carcer of
destruction. On the 234 of June he de-
atroyed two fiehing schooners. On the
2ith the ship Bhatemue, from Liverpool
to Boston with a large number of emi-
grants, was captured and bonded for
$150000, The same night the schooner
Archer was captured. As by thia time
he knew that the enemy had a full de-
seription of the Tneony, Mead now
thought that it was about time to change
the rig and appearance of his vessel, In
order to avold susplclon and detection,
#0 he destroyed the bark Tacony on the
#th of June, and with the schooner
Archer proceeded along up the coas

o
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deck, captured her without noise or re-
sistince. The eable could not be alivped,
80 it wan 3 o'clock before he could xet
under way., By this time the wind was
very light and the tide was rutining In.
In this emergency, having pul the cut-
ter'a officers and crew in lrons, he put
two boats out mhead with his own men
to tow her, and succesded In gerting
just beyond the range of the gune of the
forts ms day dawned, Of course, it was
now too late to refurn and burn the
shipping, so he decided to put to sea and
abide his time,
PREPARATIONA FOR PURSUIT.

By 8 o'clock A. M. the nawa Was spread
abroad in the oty of Portland that the
culter had besn captursd, The eollector
of the port, Jedadlah Jawett, immediately
made preparations for pursult, He sent
mezsengers to Major Andrews, Beven-
teenth United Btates Hexulars, com-
manding Fort Preble, for guns and men,
and io Colonel Mason, commanding
the Bsventh Malne Volunteers. ot
Camp Lincoln, for men to be ready to
embark In eteamers at once. With srest
promptness hie chartered the fine, large
wteamers Forest Clty and Chesapeake,
and & #mall steam tue. The Chesapeaka
took on board fifty bales of colten as
barricades, two brass S-pounder guns,
the greater portian of Beventh Regiment,
Malne Volunteers, and fAfty el
gens volunteers, who had armed them-
selves and repalred on board, The Forest
City took on board, beskle her remular
crew, Licutenants Merryman and Rich-
ardaon, of the Unlted Btates Revenue Ber-
vice and fourteen scamen belongIng to
the Caleb (ushing, who happened to
be ashore that night, three oMeers, and
thirty-eight men, with one Gpounder
and one 12-pounder howltser, and forty
armed volunteer citigens. This formida-
bla array wns ready and under wey In
the Incredibiy ehort time &of one hour.
They stood out to eea In pursult, the
Forest Clty and tug =ome distacee in
pdvance, About fifteen miles - off the
coust they dlgcovered the cutter and
lmmeadintely stood for her,

The Caleb Coahing had one 32-pounder
and ane 1f&pounder howlixer on board,
nnd when Read #aw the three steamers
henring Orwn on him he knew what wus
up, and Cearing his Hitle vessel for ac-
tion, pro,ared to give them a warm re-
ception, When the leading steamer, the
Foree«t City, arrivesd within about two
miles of him, he dropped a well-d‘rected
#2pounder shot within a few feet of
her, Approaching still nearer, anpther
shot dropped slill ecloser (0 her, which

somewhat dampened the ardor of her
captain and the eitizen volunteers, who
had come out as If for a frolle. and

coneldering diseretion the better part of
valor, the captain put his veesel nbout
and bauled off out of ranes, to walt for
the co-operation of the Chesapanke, [
Is Lot just to state that officers and
poldiers were anxlous to eontloue on
and run the cuiter down, but the acou-
mudated advice and digioluted comment
of the bewlllered cltizens end the fear
for the safety of his vessel were too
much for her cuptaln, and he put her
about. When he met the Chesapeake
they held o councll of war, and agein
atarted for the Cushing with the Inten-
tlon of running her down., Coming with-
In  range, Read oagaln opened fre
on tham and fired three shots, but un-
fortunately for him, at this tlme, his am-
munition (all he could find) gave out,
and his prisoners would not tell him
where the ammunition was stowed
There wera 00 pounds of powder and
ninety solid shot for the 32-pounder gun
an board. Had he found this, there would
have been rome wirm work befere the
day was over. That he did not make
this hia first search when coming on
toard was very singular, and cunnot be
accounted for on anvy ground, except
thnt he hnd been under such a severs
nervous straln for the last few weeka
that he was afmost entirély exhausted.
HE FIRED HER

Beelng that there was no further che
for him, In so unequal & contest, n
hea, nevertheless, determined not to

nea
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the cutter bhe recaptured, and deliberately
gét to work to destroy her, first putting

hig prisonors In & boat, aml throwing
them the keys to thele lrons, so that they
could release themselves, The few weli-
directed shots had mads the steamors
cauvilous  about approeching him  very
raphlly, so he hal ample tiine to set the
cutter on fire fore and aft, and then took
to his boats. The coolness and dellbera-
tion of this act are worthy or the highest
praize In a naval officer, As =oon ns they
had left the cutter, the Names burst from
her In many places, and the sieamers
waere afraid to approach her, fearing the
explosion of her magazine, They, how-
ever, bore down on Read in his boats,
and, as further reslstance on uls part
was now useless, he surrendered bimself
and party as prisoners of war, After
picking up Lieutenant Davenport and his
erew they then stood out to ses n Mede
farther, and eaptured the schooner
Archer, which anly had three men on her,
The culter blew up about 12 o'clock, Thus
ended the crulze of the Clarence-Tacony-
Archer, Read and his gallant little bana
were taken back to Portland, where (he

exeiternent was territie, and put In
prison. Major Andrews, In making his
report of their affair, sald: *You cun

form but a faint ldea of the exocllement
now exigiing among the citizens of Port-
land and vicinlty, Bumor follows rumor
m rapid succession, and just before day-
light this morning (June 2§th) some one
from the viginity of the post went to
the oty with a fresh rumor, which s
the wheole city In a ferment. The bells
wera rung, and men, women, and chil-
dren soon fllled the streets, and were
rushing hither and thither in eimless
fright. 1 would respectfully suggest that
the prisoners be sent from here as quletly
and expeditiously as possible, as I do not
think it safe for them to be placed In the
custody of the eltizens."

Liewienant Read, In a letter written
fram Fort Warren to the Confederat
Hecretary of the Navy, says: “As all our
clothing was distributed as relics 1o the
People of Portland, I beg that you will,
If possible, rem® to Assistant-Paymaster
Nixon n sufficlent sum of money to pur-
chasr my men a change of clothing.”

Such Is war, and men who enter Into it
must take the consequences, Read and his
Crew were kept in prison for a little over
a year, when they were exchanged as
prisoners of war,

The lessons to ba drawn frém vhis lit-
tle episode of the war on the sea are
many and valuable, not enly to the naval
oficer, but to the country at large, and
especlully to those members of Congreas
who oppose an Increase In the navy end
never stop to think that the commerce of
the nation is the life of the nation, ana
that the desiruction of that

rance Boclety ‘of Virginia, = part of that
Htigation, 1o Which Intereating facts were
given respecting the oceurrences of the
ol paps i P~
over, some papers in
another purgose, 1 came across eeveral
letters that wore written to me at he
time I was making investigations, as
rounsel of the Insured, for rellable in-
formation upon the subject and which
were Intended (o be used, If neceasary,
in the litigation  (unless  depositions
should be required), but which T had no
need to uee, Since every fact touchlug
the matter ought lo be presefved, =
part of the hmorr &l the great disaster
and of the fall of the Confedernte capl-
tal, and these letters scem to ma to
be of particular interest and value, 1
send them to you. The frst Is from
Colonel John Wilder Atkinson, of Uhe
Confederate artillery, who was stationad
near Chaffin's Eluff, and on the retreat
approached Richmond esrly on  the
morning of the &rd of April, and saw
the fire from a distance that lent subs
{imity to the view, without the terrors
of the ecene.  As {n well-known, he was
before the war a prominent eltisen of
Richmond, and since the war, has resided
it Wimington, N, ¢, During the war
@& more gallant, and, for a civillan, a more
Justly distinguished Confederate officer,
was rearcely known, If a pleasing roml
Iniscence of his life In Richmond may
be recalled the marriage last evening
at Bt. Paul's church of his highly-es-
teemed son, John Wilder Atkinson, Jr.,
to one of flchmond's Jewels reminds me
of the brilllant occaslon of his own
marringe, forty vears ago, to the lovely
and charming Miss E, A. Mayo, sister
of Mr. Peter H, Mayo, and daughter of
Mr, Robert A, Mayo, deceased, at which
I remember that my lamented friend,
Marmaduke Johngon, and myself, then
young barristérs, were groomsmen, and
the fashion and beauty, from far and
near, were assambled, amid flowers and
sparkling jets d'eau de Cologne, In the
famous old family manslon, Powhatan
{below the eity), radiantly (Hluminated
for the event. By contrast, it wna hiz
destiny somie ten years after, at mno
great distance from that historle place,
und immediately ncross the Jumes river,
to witness & sud and awful, but more
splendid Hlumination. The description s
equally graphlec and touching of his
silent midnight retreat from the Con-
foderate lines, without the knowledge of
the Federal commander, in direct front,
and the foriorn aonproach, amid deafen.
ingg xplosions of wrecked war versels, to
the subllme spectecle of burning Rich-
mond, that, like MNton's asconding sun,
"F:nm':d in tha forehead of the morning
shy "

Here 18 the letter:

WILMINGTON, N, C.,
Ta John Howard, Esq.:

My Denr 8ir—~I received your letter of
the Zil Instant this morning.

For severnl months prior to the re.
thiement of General Les's army from
the defences around Patershure that por-
tion of the command to which 1 was
in-mediately attached under Ceneral O
W. €. Lee, was siationed at Chaffin's
Liuff, in front of and only a few hundred
yarda from Fort Harrison, 1 eommand-
&1 at the time two of the Vieginia bo-
talllons of artillery, being then Heuten-
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ant colonel of artlllery. On Bun-
day nmight, April 2 185, under
orders  from  General Q. W. (.
Lee, T drew In my frst pleket gua

und gentinels as quietly us poasible, |
left our lines about midnight, and with
the resllue of Custls Lee's Divislon
started on the memorahle retreat

Our movement had been so gulstly ef-
fected that I nm sure the enemy had
no lilea of what was golng on, and cer-
talnly made no demonstrution of purau-
i and 1 was aftcrwards Informed by
some of the Yankee officers stationed
ut Fort Hurrizon that the withdrawal
of my troops was not discovered by Gen-
ertl Wetzel untll revorted at or about
daylight Monday morning, April 84, Our
tents were all, by stis Lee's order,
left standing, and our guns were not
semoved from the embrasures.

For the convenience of transportation
a pontoon bridge had previously heen
thrown across the river at & point be-
tween ChaMin'a bluff and Richmond
but not far from our camp, Custls Lee's
Divislon eroseed upon this bridge, and
was led by him on the south side of the
James, several miles in the directlon of
Munchester, Just before daviight on
Monday morning we got in slght of burn-
ing Richmond, and almost simultansone-
W owith our discovery that Richmond
wns burning we began to hear the re-
port of explosions on the river, which
hud been caused by the blowing up of
the Canfederate eteamers  Jamestown
and Athens These were not lronclads,
I have no doubt that these exploglons
firet announced to General Wetzel the
witharawal of the Confederate forces
fremm his front, and the purposed gur-
rendvr of Richmond

A scene more awful, and at the same
t'me sublime, I never witnessed certain-
ly, or even concelved, than that pre-
s nted by the burning of the Confede-
rite cupital in the distance, rendered,
of couwrse, the more impressive by the
explosions on the river not far distant,
which wimost deafened us, It Is o scene
I #hall never forget.

Of course these exploslons were
caused Ly our own officers, who In aban-
doning these wvessels had them blown
up to uvold the possibllity of thelr belng
of servive to the enemy.

I think 1 have answered above your
several anguiries, .which It gratifies me
to do, meit now remain, truly  your

frlend, JOHN WILDER ATKINFON,
Former eutenant-colonel Confederate

Butes Artillery,

rt should not be omitted to state, what
Is too little known, that upon approaching
the clty, then in conflagration, General
Wetzel veversed the negro brigade, then
In mndvance, and placed it in the rear, In
respect lo the feellngs of the cltizens,
and to avold confliet; and that he prompt-
ly addressed his whole com®und to the
urrest and extingulshment of the fire,
which was thereby effected, and the whole
city saved from Immediats peril of de-
struction. Too much eredit and grati-
tude cannot be accorded in honor of such
wise, considernte, and noble conduct.

The following letter was from Colonel
W. T. Robins, a gallant and meritorious
oMcer of the Confederate cavalry, then
of Gloucester, hut now a citizen of Rich-
mond:

GLOUCESTER COURTHODSE,
February 20, 1878,

My Dear Eir: Your favor of the lith of
Februnry reached me ia due course of
mall, In reply to your Inquiry as to the
burning of Richmond In 184, on the day
of the evacuation, 1 can only give you the
following statement:

My regiment crossed the river from
Richmond to Manchester about § A, M.,
as well as I can remember, afler the
span of Mayo's bridge over the canal was
fired. 1 romained in Manchester some
time afl g crossing, but just how long I
cannot 1 # ¢ remember, However, [ do  re-

e la
the clipping of the arteries of Its wealth,
That ons small vessel, with twenty-two
men and one gun, and a salling-vesse
&t that, should huve created such havoc
and consternation in the dava of steam,
whilst forty-seven vessels (mostly steam-
ers) were scouring the seas In search of

with the view of burning the shipping
in some exposed harbor, or of culling ou!
a steamer, The morning of the 26th of
June found him off Portiand, Me., where
he picked up two fshermen, who, taking
them for a pleasure party, wlllingly con-
pented to pllor  them into Portland,
From the flshermen he learned that the
revenue cutter (‘aleb Cushing was in
the harbor, and the passenger steamer
to New York, a staunch, swift propeller,
would remain In Portland during the
night. He at oace determined to seime
the cutter snd steamer that night, and
at sunset entered the harbor and an-
chored in full view of the shivping,
the Innecent guide of a fsherman.
did the fair city of

he

and
day.

her, is gh to make old Virgll rise
up from his ashes and exclaim, “Mirabile
dictu!" but what could a modern fast
crulser, of twenty-five knots, ndea

T Ing the fire on the Richmond
side, and that quits a bigh wind was pre-
valiing at the tlme, blowing from the
river In the direction of the city. I re-
member Laving feared, In observing the
fire with the effect of the high wind upon
It, that the whaole city would be con-
sumed. The flames were spreading north-
ward, funned by the wind, up into the
heart of the ecity. My position on the
:;:;henf{ slde was on elevated ground,

by a resolute officer, and accompanied by
& fast supply-vessel, do on our defence-
less coast? And how are we prepared
for smuch am emergency in case of war
with & maritime nation? These subjects 1
leave to the consideration of those who
have the fighting to do, and thoss who
have (o provide the fAghting-machines,
Bufficlent Is it to say that the country
which hus such officers as the

d me to observe perfectly
hl:::.wt of Richmond burning at that

1 have the honor to remain
Very truly your obedlent servant,

w. T
John Howard, Esq. O
Here the strong eloment of the
wind in the extension

2 the fire, w0

orm that no record can be found
{n lhll’:um of any orders lssued by the
Government of tha United Btates direct-
ing communders (n the field to selse to-
bacce belonging to adherents -of the
Confedernecy. |

It appears, howesver, of record that en
the 4th of March, %5, Cencral Grant
directed Colonel & H. Roberts, com-
manding a brigade of the Twenty-fourth
Army Corps, to proceed with his brigade
to the vieinity of Frederickebure, Vi,
for the purpose of selsing or destroying
wherever found kil propefty being uscd
in barter for unsuthori articles of
trads between the rebels and nerthera
eitles, and to break up the contraband
trade carriad on between  Iredericke
burg ahd Richmond.

Under = thess Instructions,  Colonel
Roberts captured and destroysd & large
quantity of tobacco, Ineluding some W0
cages of that artlcle, which were brought
in and turned over to the quartermasior's
department, at Fort :i!nn‘roe. \’s.t Yery
re fully, your obedlent servant,

ety B DI, TOWNSEND,

Adjutant-General.

Thia communleation Is important, as=
showing that there never was, In polnt
of fact, any necessity for the destruc-
tion of the Richmond tobaceo, and it
fully accords with the statement of Mr,
James A, Hdott, an excellent man and
well-known tobaceonist, dbove mentloned,
which In effect was that no Interference
was made by the PFederal Government
at orf after the eapture of Richmond
with the tobaeco undestroyed, but that, on
the contrary, IL wns permitted to remaln
In the hands of its owners, and (o be
dleposed of by male and shipment abrond,
as before the war, and as If no war had
exiated,

The real, and causative cause, couss
causaus of the destruction of the tobacco
In the Richmond warehouses by fire,
for which combustibls materiala had be-
forehand been carefully prepared, wus
an unwise act of the Confederata Con-
gress requiring commanders in the fleld
tn destroy such property upon the im-
minent danger of its falling into the
hands of the enemy, As shown in my
previous communication, nbove refarred
to, 1t was In obedlence to that act that
Genernl Loe issuad orders under which
the tobaceo was turned, and the Confede.
rate Congress was alans responsible for
the fatal mistake. Yours truly,

JOHN HOWARD.
e —————

NUNNXING THE DLOCKADE,

fload War-Time Storles by an 014
. 5 A, Commander.
(Cinlveston Dally News)

A reporter spent an evening recently
with Commander John . Hrain, who
gradunted from the naval academy, and

rendered  distinguished service In  the
Confederate States navy,
“Hiockade running,” sald he, “is a

| sclence, It I3 attended with great risks
and dangers, hut when properly etudled
1t may be opernted with abwolute puccess
and comparetive safety., I hear it sald
In these times that blockades cannot ba
run now on aecount of the search light,
but T ean run a blockade now. I would
got & search light, too. While 1t ia true
that the number of vessels In a flcet s
kuown to each in the cordon, the location
and position of each at all timva I3 not
known, and for that reason, tha uncer-
tainty that would surround the (dentity
f & blockade runner carrving a search
light would give her an advantage, nnd
an opportunity to reach a point of safety
before she was discovered,

“Enormots  profits  were made during
the late war by blockade running by
both private partles and corporations.

The only ports of the Confedericy for
reening  the blockade were Galveston,
Tex., Mobile, Ala, Charleston, 5, C,
and Wimington, N, C. The latter was
the principal port, for the reason that it
was more accesaible, it having two chan-
nels lending Into the port—the new and
ol inlets. The old inlet, belng the south-
ern entrance, was guarded by Fort Cas-
well and Fort Figher, The new inlet
from the north was guarded only by
Fort Flshér and a small battery on
land. Hoth of these Inlets lead Into Cape
Fear river, on which s situated the
cliy of Wilmington, twelve miles from (ts
mouth. On the coast on each side of the
Inlet flying batterles of artillery, coms-
manded by Colonel Lamb, Confederate
States army, were KRept patrolling the
shores at night timea to protect any block-
ale runner that mizht have to be run
wshore to keep her from falling Into the
hands of the enemy, These batteries did
valuable services,

“Notwithstanding the Federal Govern-
ment did all in {ts power to effectually
soul up or blockade this port, it having at
ond timo neafly 20 vessels in tha block-
ading squadron, in one night twelve ves-
sels forced the blockade successfully and
entered the port, Fourtéen attempted to
effect entrunce, but two were captured,
These vessels were loaded with provis-
fons, medical stores, arms. and munitions
of war for the Confederats Government,

“The Induecement for running the block-
ade was the encrmous valus of cotton, it
phelng bought In the Confederncy for &5
and 30 cents a pound In gold, or Ita equiv-
alent, and sold outside for .60 to .8
per pound; consequently the profits were
enormous, oven If the risks were great.
Mast of the hlockade running wus done
by corporations, Among the largest of
these e¢ngagad In the business was the
Beés Company, of Charleston, 8. C., who
ownal the famous blockade runner Cy-
rene, She ren the blockade thirty-two
times In and out of Charleston, 8, C.
When Charleston was evacuated ghe was
Iying st her whart there, and her owners
burned her rather than allow her to fall
into the hands of the enemy. The Con-
federate Government owned several block-
ade-running vesselo to replenish the sup-
ply store, and also severul States owned
blockade runners, among them Virginia
and North Cureline. To glve an idea how
quickly these ships were constructed an
order could be glven to a shipbullder on
the Mersey or Clyde for a ship costing
from 4099 to £20.000 sterling, 200,000 to
$250,000, The=s vessels were anchored fn
tha river ready for sea sixty days after
the contracts were gigned. These vessels
were lght drausght, requiring not over 9
feet of water, and had a specd of fiftean
to eighteen knots an hour. After comple-
tion the vessel was cleared from Liver-
poul or the Clyde for the port of Nassan
or £t. George, Bermuda. When she ar-
rived in port her top hamper was (aken
down and the blockade-running crew at
once shipped. The eaptaln was pald the
enormous wages of §,00 o gold and §,000
In Confederate money. The pllot was
paid §,000 in gold, and the chlef engineer
was paid the same; the first assistant,
$L,000; second, thind, and fourth engineers,
$2,000 each per voyage. One voyage T
month was made, each belng made [n {:e
dark of the moon. Seamen and firemen
were pald £ a month, $100 on signing
shipping articles, the balance on return
of ship to port. OMcers were prid on
return of ship to port. The leadsman was

500 » month. His services were re-
quired only when the ship wias coming
in or moing out of port. The signal ofMeer
wiis pald the same.

A LEADEN COLOR.

“The siip being fully prepared, having

been painted a leaden color, so as not

these ships, when they made the mis-
take of entering the port of Wilmingtor,
Inetead of Halifax, and running the
blockude, violuted thelr registers, and,
consequently, on the return voynge, had
o get oul & hew register.

“All the vessels, - the property of Lhe
Confederate Government, were registered
as the property of Frager, Trenholm &
Co, Liverpool, Eng., the commercial
agents of the Uenfederate Government in
thatl eountry.

“The Llockadsrunuers were bullt with
& double #et of bollérs, end  prior to
making the coust stewm wes gob up on
ail the bollers, ro as to give the ship
all the steam ehe could earry, Kvery
vessul hed steam blow-off cockas below
the water-line. No lights were shown on
the vessel while ut sen, and all vessels
burned anthracite coal, which fs comn-
paratively smokeless, and cost from $i8
W0 0 a ton, No dogs or roosters were
nllowed on board ship. Oficers and men
while running the blockade were always
in thelr stockingsfeat,

“In running & blockede the leadsman
Is stationed in the mmin chains, the sig-
nal-officer genorally amidships with his
gignal-boxes, he captain and pllot and
two men at the wheel on the bridge and
two men aft at the whesl, so In case the
bridge 1s shot mway they can unshackie
the chains and steer the ship from the
stern. Al lghts wre extinguished. The
h‘:nfl Wi genern mads by the ship
BiX to ten miles 10 the southward of
the ¢l Inlet at Wilmington, and about
the same distance to the northward

or new inlet. The blockade was generally
half & mile ore
M-
stntioned at
to
",
northarn
t-ofllear

run from w quarter to
ths coast, and zometimes neaver,
tary Lelegraph offices wipe
closa intervals nlong the cuast,
fifteen milen to the scuthern .
and the same distance to 1t
or new Inlet: and by the sl
aboard the blovkude-runner ou
of thewe telegraph siatlons w
communieation wis at
with Fort Flsher and Fort Ca
effect that such a vessel, with
and 8o, glving hils name,
of running the Llockads, and to look
out for her and protect her, which was
oftén dont when the blockade-runner was
chased by the anemy.
IN THE DAY.

"The blocksde was run only twice du-
ring the war {6 Wilmington in the day-
time. Once by the Glbraitar, the ex-Con-
tederate war eteamer Suinter, which Wil
commanded by Captaln  SHemmes, and
which, by the way, wns the lirst War ves

ten
¢ old In

aptain So-
was In the net

M“"‘“ T
: and hav- | head ewung around and she wiood sy o

ell to the |

sel ever floated by the government, by
e trick alte succend running it from
the nporth'ard by ing the Federnl
fug. She ran down to the lest, the Fede- |

rals thinking she was nxport fr
the Naorth. hé hud ¢n ard four &%
pound Whitwarth guns and other muni-

tions of war for Fort Sumter, Charleston
harbior, and Fort Flsher. #he got, unider
the protectlon of Fort Fisher betlle the
Federals discovered their error. The Wil
o' the Wiep, Captain Caper, owner and
commander, succeoded on another occa-
2lon lu running the blockade in the day-
time. The caplain wae o Scotchmn
aud one day some of the blockade run-
ners on the Hoard of Trade were guy
him about the Insignificant appes
of his vessel, which whs small, but
of the best for speed In the port.
could make elghteen knots an hour. Th
affered to bet him El00,00 ageinst {50,000
that he could mot run the blockads In
daytime. He took them up. It was cus-
tomary for Llockade-runners to load and
run down and anchor off Smithvilie, at
the mouth of Cape Fear river, under
the protection of gur forts, and then make
the bloc

Lecame the hero of the day,

“Showing the eystematic manner In
which the blockade was run, I rememher
the Virginta Importing and Expor
Company, of Petersh Va.,
& lne of two fAns ships named the Ci
of Petersburg and the 0Old Dominlor
which for over two years ran tha bloch
ade out of the port of Wilmington and
port of 8t. George's, Hermuda, on regu-
lar =chedule advertised time Each of
these ships cost §50.000, and after the war
they wore taken to Liverpool, England,
and made a dally line between the olty
of Liverpool, England, and the clty of
Dublin, Ireland,

STRANGE NAMES.

‘“Many strange names were glven to
ehips running the blockade, Among them
was a line of three funnel-boats belonging
to a London blockade-running firm, These
bouts were chrigtened Letter B, Letter
Go, and Letter Rip. The lincst vesss]
In the business only mades one voyage
Bhe was christened Colon#l Lamb, and
was built to carry 15,000 bules of cotton.
The war ended soon after she was bullt
and put an end to her carcer as a block-
ede-runner.

“One of the sad Incldents in ruaning the
blockade wns connected with a ship be-
longing to Jumes H. Crenshaw, of Rich
mond, Va. His ship cleared (n 188 for
Ht. George's, Bermudy, and her pllot,
named Davis, had yellow-fever, and wus
Just recovering from It 'The captain
asked him If he would take the ship in,
He roplied that he would i it was the
last ship he ever plioted, The night the
ship made the coast he took a relapse,
and was carried on the bridgs In a chalr,
and successfully plioted the ship Into
port, and when the ship dropped an-
chor his spirit went alelt,

“Anaother distressing Incldent was when
the Greyhound, Captain Beard, was run-
ning In the new Inlet, She accldentally
ren athore. Mrs. Greenhow, who was
8o long kept a prisoner In her reshdence,
at Washington, by the Federal Govers-
ment, and guarded by a negro, wis o
pussenger on board this ship with her
daughter. In stepping Into a boat to 5o
anbore she made a mizstep and was car-
ried down by the welght of gold that she
hnd in two belts around her body. Her
bady was recoversd next day

“The Greyhound, in runniog the block-
ade out of Wilmington, was captured by
the United States sloop-of-war Connect-
cut. Ensign Harding wns put ln oo0m-
mand of her, with erders to take her to
New York, She had ps passengers Mr.

Pollard, editor wnd proprietor of Lhe
Richmond Examiner, and the famous
Belle Boyd.

“The Confederats Government bullt the

first stesl ships at Laird's yard, In Liver-
pool, Kngland, that wers ever bullt
Thess were for the purpose of running
the blockade, and were christened the
Owl, the Bat, and the Wren. The Bat
and Wren were captured en thelr first or
second vovage In running the blockade,
These ships were so fine, that the Bat,
after her caplure by the Federals, was
fitted up and put in condition as & yacht
for Mr. Lincoln, and was used for that
purpose all through the war, The Owl,
which was commanded by Captain J, N,
Moffett, was one of the most successful
blockade-runners of 1the war.,  After
landing me with dlspatches for the Con-
federats Government lo January, 1885, at
Lockwood's Folly (or Windy HUb, and

m |

saw the

the river, and su 1 {

would anchor, but Instesd she shaped her
course right through the feasl, The
had nothing thet could cateh her, They
| fired two shots nt her, one passing
through the cabln above tha water line, |
and the oth carrying away her flag- |
staff. Captain Capar won hls £100,000, und

| B p

who owned |

|

war t | to e distinguished In the dark,
teferve u:lr:lm til'. to In- | Ing takeh In her eargo, ber Inward | 8en. Thteo or four other blockade,
made .,.. ',. n & personal inter- | cargo, of bacon, provisions, | ners enlering port that night, unaw..,
few with the ple-lead, er-iron, medical stores, and | of the wnemy's possession of the ¢
X War Deparimeont, | munitions of war, she at once cleared for | wers caplured as they wers fn 1
Adjutant General's Office, | Halifax, N. B All blocks | of arinking thelr wine while i
Washington, May %2, 18, ade-runners had  Foglish register ll‘l over the delusion of baving succe
John Howard, Hsq, Attorney st Law, | Engllsh colors. Owing to her Majeatly's | Tun the biockade
- e o . rth ooy P eyl e it orfpeonia
— to your Inquiry of the | hier subjects (o angage In aduis 1t “CAptaln Moflsit Foturn T
"E:l'mf:““’ ’;‘h."e' wc?ﬂﬂ.ly to in-| slile during the late uDPeSSANIOE™, | iy he coulo| -:nr‘..,: r:‘.‘ll':;': \M.:

for the port of Nabane, Cub

., wh

TransM

took In i cargo for th

Department, Eafely pus
into the port of
chargiug his cirgo, he loaded up
PRLUrn CATED of cotton, whih wes .
last cargn of cotton eartisd o
port of Galves
returned to Ha ni
time, and was ordered 1o

Gials

L
Liverpoal, England oh
hin vesssd woon went o
Thers blockade runners were 1
mecchunimen, becaurr  they we
lght—that thelr naeclt
emall, and they conaus . B

They were speedy, and
the reach of Any war veass

“In May, 194 I was In command a#
blockade runner Annle, « ¥
vesrel. One Baturday nig
Attempled to pun the
of us sucoesded |f
baxew of lemons and t
for the hospilale, 9,0
gold, &rms, bacen, pig lea
villuahle stores. In 1W1 w
fedetaten wore Bard o
tain MeMiin W Chus 3
n blockude to the port of X :
he purchased a Inrge fore-and
board schooner and londad her
clearing ber from the port of
of Paltimore, hix g
irge, 1o run the blovkade
Cupinin Med
falwe log nnd w t
showed that ha was between «"are
ras and Cane MHenry when he » .
oft Charleswon, fie
chorn overbo.
nppeared v
Hghted the B ]
He sppealed to the ¥
peninty .
mnn, #
a #ull-
palred his

n boxen of »

fropped ot

two days W
ko went aboard the fingahin he '
Admirnl good-by and thankes
kindtess, The Admiral of 1)
kst to tow hLir o the windws

wis what the Capiain d4iin't want
ho couln't refuse it, »o he was
short distance, when he got na
tug, holsted his centreboard
manced drifting back inte ty

soon a8 he drified as far us he 1 .
eafe he dropped his centre? \
londing up with eotton he att el

blackads ou t he .

e Admiral | I ha Bt ¥
now, my boy. You played me Wi
trick, but 1 will treat you w u
senil you to New York., And he di4; ke
treatsd him well

——————

Mr. Surctte’s Lectnres,
To the Editor of the Dispatyl
I think T may safely say that all =
nded Mr, Surette’s le the £
1 second of u sories on Leye
ment of Music,” were entertainsg
as instruoted
Thera ware many (b the a
® not musicians, T
ires Ia (o enlightan those 1
mvisictan |
away wit t y
RIMTe t
elan,"” they ’ ™
they refuse tiend | . “
beonuse they ] L]
tors? I ume the '
tomed wense re they a
tend suah Ject wh [
trated with s w
:.,..1 to then T X
tertalned. One fa i

with such mas

percliatos,
Lhein 8O RY
e arl student
Now why should
musicians so enjoy the m
Bach, Handel, nod
h as the student &r compiser
¢, but stlli vary great
Inted out o L

aned to. This is just what of

et . Not »

on i
nas an o}

priunity te

| tures by Mr, Bureiie

Tho majority of people know y vla
if musie that bears the same rela
fine musle which che
paintings, and how
fled to know of nothing bu Mo
It 1 an e, ia, 1
not appreciats o mual 1]
Hldf‘i"-l'jrﬂ'. Lear I T o
coples of them, .
NMustrations of palny
plecea themselves
of the “art divine
heart as no paltting or ipture
ever move It; and have it made Intelllg
ble to you, 8o tha ! ppreciats
it in future, 1 &

wany would

tiones are a « ert T Ve,
most of us lke cuy
A man cenvinced agair
the same oplnlon still,"” 1
numbers of the *'r € T <8
it residents of our ci will [T
and be conviaced, for | do rot like
know of and enjoy w good rg W
have others kiuw and en}
music Is betler than goo

= S
Above all things, le
desires to keep hor yo
tiviits a sweat diaposl
tellect at the same time

DAVID’™S

SARSAPARILLY

THE BEST
e A

For many years Mr

Goshien, Va.,

Jous sores and w most distres
largement of the glands of ti
He spent hundreds of dollars with em
nent physiciens without bencit, aui wid
at last Induced to try Dr  [avidae

Earsaparille. After taking thres !

the sores and enlargement disep; .A
and he was enbirely cured. ke wou
have been

A HAPPY MAN

but for the fact that his little daughts
had inherited the scrofulous teini
was in a moat distrassing condiilon, hee
face and neck belng aimaost eatire'y
covered with sores and ber eycs t ¥
closad,

Thinking that what had cured him o
benefit his daughier, he seut A
other supply of the Barsaparilia, ar
began taking it sccording to divect
On March 15th we recelved the fuliowis

iter: . R
Dear Sir,~My little girl ls getiing 21008
spleadidly. The medicine s curing oo
fast. 1 got another bottle at the Sioff
to-duy, ’k new supply had just !”"'-I
and they sold eight bolties as soun &4 i

Ed »
"Yours truly, Gi*;nnuﬁl_?hlzt':z.‘;_l
DR. DAVID'S SARSAPARILLA 18 §0°0

R
EVERYWHERE. -
Price, $1 per bottle, six for

OWENS & MINOR. DRUG (0.

RICHMOND, VA,
(80 8-8u,Tak¥ir)




