IHE RICHMOND UISPATCH-SUNDAY, JUNE 13. 1897, o
[FROM BOY To MAN.| | Tl e e
:mt.mt HARPS ON INCIDENTS OF. !
! THIS MARVELLOUS CHANGE, 1

] i — . .

L'KE TADPOLES TURNED T0 FROGS.

flow We Act When in Enarthquake

Occars—Brave After It Is Over—
What Our Women Do in Market—
What Is It They Don't Know!

The transformation of tha tadpole into
the frog is not more wonderful In my
upinion than s that metamorphosis
whereby a boy 18 changed into o man,
Both pro pa are truly remarkable and
both Involve changes which are almost
ineredible, The tadpole, tlough rather
careless in his hablts n& a youth, assumes
his respectabillty at one jump as
It were—or, rather, as soon as he and his
tail bid ench other adlen—whereas, the
boy dles hard and Is loath to part with
those characteristica which mark hi.a as
the most cussed creature on earth. It Is
the boy's mother who first notes the
blessed transition. As the years roll
on and her halr assumes the pepper and
salt appearance, she observes, with a slgh
of rellef that there are fewer holes to
be mended In the puerlle trousers and
that the juvenile footgear is surviving
longer than has been lts wont.  Just
about this time the imp of her household
exhibits ocoasgional interest in his per-
sonal appearance, and at Umes may
even be discovered brushing his halr,
This is a surs sign of the gradunl change
thut s to follow. Next—and most re-
murkable of all-the youth will gome-
nally

line a &e-
a third help
ng. This symptom
te mothers and
iably  misconstrued by  them. At
the good womun (every mother |
wod woman, for they are all purged
y furnace of muternal
s the approach of feve
or the germ of some disease, for this
s truly an unususl freak. It s months
ive, yenra, before she can sco her hoy
“rurn down'” ple and pudding without
ngs of the utmost treg on, Loug,
long after the Ind has grown iInto
great, strong man she has these {rre
tiile Impulses to sweeten  his  life
with her best preserves or to stuff him
with the cnkes that ho never refused aa
v ¢hild, Perhaps she can never learn
te reallze that the youngster on whom
she bullt o0 many hopes Is now a thing
of the past—of the dead past, that efter
ull, was swoet,
| s
| Thank Heaven that the boy’s appe-
i# the last thing to go. He does not
| wietd it up without reluctance, It fre-
1ently escorts him to the very gates of
iturity befors It retrests at the ap-
roneh of dyspepsta and indigestion. His
featurea nre well covered with face
ollage and bristling with the lip-hedgo
y he turns his back entirely on this
of childhood and even thea It has |
spasmodie peturns, 1 ovil resalis follow |
from thess returns the boy's wife Is |
blamed for it

It 11 & long time, too, before the human
tadpole will abandon hls antipathy to
¢ats, As an urchin he has such an evil |
reputation with these mezzo-soprano quad-
rupeds that they wil not allow him to
approach within 40 fest of their presence.
But what he falls to do for them by ac-
tual contact {8 accomplished through the
medium of a stone. At least that s tha
way with Cary-street boys, and these
urchins 1 regaml as true representatives
of the class of flends to whom I allude
Oft in the stilly night, when the colla-
tion of quicksllver and eges had falled
to get In Its work upon thoss [ngects for
whom It wns prapared, I havae lan awiiks
| and listened to the feline anthems ren
dered in oug nelghborhood. But never
hos this mas?e losted long, for ersmany
minutes 1 have heiard the clatter of n
rock ang felt the approach of a boy
Lot the hour be what it may; let the
ht e dark and ccld, and let the cat
wary as she will, but the urchin will
1 her out. At 15 the youngster will
reflect before he goes 500 yan

secute his w i

ould not wilk a squi
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